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REPORT 

c r 

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

Pvn OrncE DIPART~r.!'CT. 
Dectmbtr 2, i84S. 

StR: The priSt routts in operation within the rnited Statt>!:, on 
tLe 30th day of June last, were 163,208 miles in extent, and the 
aJJnual transportation of the mails over them was41,012:579 miles, 
costing ,2,448,766, as follows, to wi!: 

On railroads, 4~32i,400 milrs, costing •• ,., •••••••••.•.• $58! 1192 
In steamboats, ·t,3S5,SOO miles: costing....... • • • • • • • • • • .262,019 
Ageneit>s conntcte1f therewith....... • • • • • • • . • • • • . • • • • • 5-1,063 
In coacht>s, 14,555,18S milt's, costinJl:... ... • • • ... • • • • •• ~9ti,9&2 
In other modes, not specified, 17 ,i·U,l91 milts, <:osti:•g.. 751,500 
And in at!diti0u thereto, for foreign mail ~en-i\:e........ lOO,jOO 

The table of mail ~en·i·:t' for the yt·ar (•nd:n~ the 30th of June, 
1848, made up from the ~tate of the st>nil'e as it stooll at the dose 
of the yt'ar, t·xhibits, as comparrd with the tablt• ot' lBli, an in
crt·a!'e in the lt'ngth of tht' routes in tht> enitt'tl Statt'S of 9,3~10 
milt·~, an1l an incrt·a~e in the umount of annual tran:opcrtation (,f 
2,124,680 miltF, but a t!enease in tht> cost of transportation 
CJf •• ,, •.,, •• ,,,,,,,,,. •,,,.,,,,,,,,.,,,.,,,.,, •. •., •. $12,145 
There i!l, l.owcver, an incrt:a~e in the ('Ost of n~encies to 

be deducted of .•••.•••••••••••••.•••.•••••••••••.•• , 1,~•10 

Leaving a balanre of sa\·ing in tht> <'O~t of our inlanll 
mails' for 18·H~, us comparetl with 1847, ot'. .. .. • • .. .. • • ·1,225 

=--= 
But the rost of foreign mailF, which appears for the first time in 

the tables of thi~ year, is $100,500: anci tftdtlctiag frttn thiCI tht' 
~arin~ ahove statt>cl of $4,235, h·a\'t's an t'Xl't'~!; of cost for 184S 
OVl'f 1847, of .96,265. . 

l•'or this \~e ha\'e 2,12•1,680 miles mort• of annual transJlOrtion of 
our inlancl mail~, antl tht> l'On\'t')·ance of o~tr foreign mail!! tn:ry 
otht>r month, a distl\nt't' n( 3,800 miles anti b,H·k. 

The ru·w t'ontrads madt• at Hat> h~t annual lettin~q for the mitl
clle st>ction, t•mbrndug Nt'\V Jt'l'!lt:\', Pt·nmylnnia, Dt'hwarr, 
Mnrylancl, Rlltl Ohio, wtnt into npt>rat.ion on tht> ht of July, lS-&~, 
ntul t·xhibit a sa\·ing for the rurrt>nt ytar, to t'ncl 30th June nPxt, 
liJlOII tbc I'OSt of the IH\t})e St'l'tiOil f,.,r •' C f'USt yr,n, of t61,67j, 

This is a ~aving of nt•~trly 1~ pt ,·t·nt. N<.,twitbstanding tb~ 
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reduction of cost, the st-rvice has bet>n increac;ed undH the nf'W 
contracts. The routes baH been extended in distance 293 miles 
furthtr; and in this way, and by greater frequt·ncy of trip~, this 
section of service has become greater than last year by 658,897 
miles Clf annual tran~portation. 
On thtc> 1st July, 1845, the annual transportation of th~ mails ir. 

the United States amounted to .•••••••••••••• 35,634,269 miles. 
On the 30th June, 1846 ....................... 37,398,414 " 
Increase in service ovtc>r the prect-ding ytar..... 1,764,145 " 
On the 30th Junt>, 1847, amounted to •••••••••• 38,887,899 " 
Increase over preceding year...... .. • • • • • • • • • • 1,489,485 " 
On 30th June, 4848, amounted to •••••••••••••• 41,012,579 " · 
lncrra~~ over preceding year.... . . • • . . • • . • • • . 2,124,680 " 
•rota} increase for the three years.... • • • • • • • • • • 5,378,310 " 

But the r"st of the sen·ice was lessened a~ follows: 
On 1st Ju.ly, 1845, it stood at. ...................... $2,905,504 
On 30th June, 1846, it stood at ................... ~.. 2,716,673 

Reduction from the precedin,~. year...... • • • • • • • • • • • • 188,831 
On 30th June, 1847, it stood at...... • • • • $2,453,001 
Reduction from the preceding year.... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 263,672 
On 30th June, 1848, it stood at.......... $2,448,766 
Reduction from the preceding year.. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 4,235 

Total reduction of cost in the three years. • • • • • • • • • • • • $456,738 
---------

This is exclusive oftl1e foreign mail servic~! performed in the last 
year. 

The opt:rations of the three years show that the mail service has 
been augmented 15 per cent., and its cost at the same time r~imin
ished 15r7

0 per cent. 
The results of the mail letting J~st spring in the mid,Jle section 

will adrl to the st:rvice of the current year 6.58,897 mile!< n1ore of 
annu:.l transportation, while it makes a reduction from the cost of 
the year ending 30th Junt, 1848, of $61,674. 

The number of mail contractors in the service d'\ring the last "'\ 
year was 4,017, and the number of local and mail agents and mail 
messengt'Ps 248, connected with the sen·ice on railroads and 
steamboats. 

Th~ service during th! year bas been performed by the ccntract
ors with commendable zeal and acth·ity; yet no e~ergy can pre
ven't occasional failurt·s to deliver the mails ir. due time. In sec· 
tions of the country where no turnpikes fiC maca~amized roads, or 
bridges onr the strl'nms, exist, at certain seasons of the yea'r fail
urea are unavoiduble; even on tbt~ most improvtd an1l bt!st conduct
eft routes, unfavcmtble weathtr, ir.e or snow on the railroad:~, storms 
or fogs on the rh·er.i, or slight accidents to the machint>ry, rnu~< de· 
lay the maiJs. The spt>t>d now given "' them renders it sel om 
possible to regain tht time lost. This ha~ been and nl ways 1 ust 
be the case. 
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'.fhere is at this time more ~ervice performed, with more spE-ed 
and with as much regularity, as at any former period; nor is it be
lieved that more expedition can be given on .the principal mail 
routes until further improvements are made on the roads, without 
endangering the connu:ions necessary to be made to in~ure tbe 
prompt and punctual ddi,·ery of the mails. 

The foreign service during the past year has been increased by 
an additional steamer-the "Herm .nn~' being placed on the liue 
between New York and Dremen-and monthly tdps are now per· 
forrned between those two cities ·with regularity. 

On the 17th of October last, the "Isabel" was placed on tbe 
line between Charleston and Havana, in compliance with the con
tract with Messrs. Mordecai & Gourd1n, and will hereafter perform 
semi-monthly trips. 

The ocean steamers "California," "Panam~\," and ''Oregon," 
constructed under a contract with the Secretary of the Navy for 
service on the Pacific, have sailed from New York for Panama; 
and the " California" is expected to commence service for this d~
partment on the 1st of January next, from Panama to Ore~on. 

The Secretary of the Navy has likewise employed the "Falcon" 
on the 1ine between Havana and Chagres; and sh~ is expected to 
sail -from H;.wana to Chagres in time for the mails to reach Panama 
and be fonnrrlet.i by the "California" to the Territories on the Pa
cific coast. This dep~rtment hds made a contract for the transpor· 
tation of the mails across the isthmus., from Chagres to Panama; 
so that in future there will be a regular monthly mail from Charles
ton, by Havana, Chagres and Panama, to Oregon. 

It is to be regretted that the "Ocean Steam Navigation Compa
ny" has not ns yet been able to comply fully with their contract 
for seHice between New York ancl Dremen. But two n-sc:;els, the 
"\Vashington" and "Hermann," have as yet been c1mpletell. The 
third, the "Franklin," has been launched, antl great exertions are 
1naking to haYe her finished and take },er place on the line. The 
fourth ·rtssel, it is :...elieYed, has not yet been CC'mmenced. Not
withstanding the failure of the company to have their -~cssels ready 
for the. sen-ice wit bin the time specified in the contract, it is not 
believed tbat the trut> pi>licy or the ipterests of the country woulcl 
require any forfeiture of the contract, or any other steps taken un
friendly to their interests. The great exertions of the company to 
cotuply with the contract, and to secure the bt>st ciA!IS of vessels, 
~uiterl to the purposes of the go\'ernrr.ent, and such as would do 
cretlit to tht: country; the grt-at txptnse of such an undertaking; 
the want. of oq>erience in this country in the construction of that 
class of Te8sels; the embarras~ments they have l1acl to tncounter 
from the unsettled state of 1-~urope, and from tOfl!licting interests 
at home; the importance of the service in connecting our country 
more i'ltimately and directly with the entt-rprisiug and enlightened 
States of the Gcr10an conf~deration, woul,l en till~ them to the in
dulgence of Congress and the forbearance of tlu: department. 

Since the contract was made with th~d company. others lul ve 
been given, frt'lll New York to Liverpool, and from New York to 
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New Orleans, upon much more favorable terms than were allowed 
them. The last contracts made by the Navy Department, under 
the 1!irection of Congress, are for the term of ten years, and certain 
sums of monPy ailvanctd to aid in the completion of the vessels. 
The contract made with the Ocean Steam Navigation Company will 
]a!'t but five years, and no money paid thern until aftt!r the perfor
mance of service. 

Similar liberality, it was hoped, would have been extended to 
to them, having done so much towards the completion of their con
tract without the aid of government. They were the pioneers in 
building that class of vessels 1n this country, and ne doubt sus
tained serious injury in constructing them, from the want of expe
rience in such undertakings. The importance of the ser·dcc to be 
performed; in a commercial and political point of view, gh·e them 
grounds to hope fJr the favorable considrration of Congress. · Si
milar advantages extended to thrm would, it is believed, enable 

. them spetdily to comply with their contract, and give a direct and 
important connexion with the central nations of Europe. 

The line of vess ls directed to be established, under a contract 
with the Secretary of the Navy, between New York and New Or
leans, will, it is believed, be useless as a means of transporting the 
mails between those points. . 

The land and steamboat routes over which the mail service is at 
present performed are, an1l will be, so much more expeditious and 
certain than by that line, th·tt the principal mai!s must be continued 
on them. But if the contract could be so modified as to run daily 
between N E'W York and Charleston, the great southern mail, even 
from Philadelphia, might be sent by them to Charleston or Savan
nah, and forwarded with more expedition to New Orleans than 0y 
the prt·sent rout<s. The tables of the First .Asl'istant Postmaster 
General accompany this report, (A,) and art! rdt>rred to for the de
tails of the service. 

The number of post offices on the ht of Juiy last was 16,159, be
ing an inrre<-tsc during the year of 1,013. The numbt>r· of offices 
established was 1,309; the number discontinut'd 296. The numLer 
of postmasters ~ppointed during the year was 4,121. Of this num~ 
ber-

2,169 were appointed 
184 " " 
240 " " 
197 " ,, 

3 " 

14 " 
5 " " 

in consequence of resignations. 
'' " " deaths. 
" " '' changing site of offices. 
" " " nmovuls. 
" " " expiration of commissions 

" " ,, 
" 

which were not renewed. 
" commissions renewed. 
" becoming pre~idential ap

pointments. 
11309 " '~ " " " new offi('es. 
Tb~ number of appointments made between the 4th of 1\Iar!!h, 

1845, and the 1st of July, 1848, was 13,507. Of this numbt>r, lht: 
removals were ])598; the ba!ance were 1nade in consequenc.e of re-



Ex. Doc. No .. 1. 1243 

signations, ueat}Js1 changes of the sites of the offices, or the eatab
lishment of new ones. 

The act of the 17tb of May, 1848, directing the aC'counts of post
masters from the Lt of January, 1847, to be readjusted, and that 
they be allowf'u their commis;ions by the quarter, instead of the 
year, has been executed; and the sum of 1112,213 44 bas bee.'l paid 
to 6,136 postmasters. 

The gross revenue of the year ending on 30th June Ja .. t, includ
ing '200,000 approttriated by the 12th section of tht act of 1d 
.March, 1847, for the postages of the government, and the fur~her 
sum of $48,139, collected from anrl belonging to the accounts o£ 
preceding years, amounted to $4,371,077. This sum exceerls that 
of the preceding year $i25,18!-being an increase of 10.77 per 
cent.; and exceeds the annu1:1l average of the nine years preceding 
the 1st of July, 1845, $6,453. 

The letter postage, including the $200,000 appropriated as above 
stated, atuouilted to $3,550,304; exceeding tbat of the preceding 
year $295,791-being an increase at the rate of 9.09 per cent. 

The newspaper postage for the year amounted to .767,33-1, mak
ing an increase of $124,174, which is equal to 19.30 per cent. 

The following table exhibits the revenue51, including the '200,000 
appropriated for the postages of the ~oYerumt>nt, as well as the ex
penditures, from the 1st of July, 18!5, to the 30th of June, 1818. 

Revenae. 

For the yrar ending 30th of June, 1846 .• $1,487,199 
For ·:he year ending 30th fof June, 18,17., 3:9·15,893 
For the year ending 30th of June, 18!8.. 4,371,077 

Expenditure. 

$-1,084,296 
3;97) ,310 
4,326,850 

The expenditures for the yE-ar bave betn increased by the foilow
ing items, which do not properly belong to it, viz: 

TLe sum allowed J. L. Graham, for fitting up the New 
York post offi~:e, by the ad. of the 14th of August, 1848 $-!9,787 

The amount paid the Bremen line of steamers l:iinct! the 
1st of Ju]y last, and charged in the accounts of last 
)'ear .·, ••••.•..••.••••••••••.••••••••.•• • • • • • • • . • • • 33,333 

The amount paid ~ postmasters as extra commissions 
since the 1st of January; 1847, by the act of the 17th 
of .May, 1848, was $112;213 ·H, two-fifths of which 
should be dtducted frora the t'Xpenses of the present 
vear ••••••••••••••••.•••••••.••••. ·; .••••••••••••• • 44,885 

• tl28,005 
Which makfS the. expenses properly charQ;t-able to the past year 
$·l,l98,845. This includes also the sum of $100,000 paid the Bre· 
men steamers durinl( the year; while the income arising therefrom 
is rE>ported to be $29,G82 b3. It is, however, perceived, but too 
late for corrt'ction for this report, that the po!tages on mails to and 
from England and Franct are in part or wholly omitt,.,J. 
Thi~ exceeds the expE"nditure of the prec~ding ytar 1227,5~5, a11J 
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falls short of the annual average expenditure for nine years pre
ceding the 1st of July, 1845, $300,748. 

The gross revenue arising from postages and fines, excluding 
those arising from rniscellaneons sources, as well as the $200,000 
appropriated for the postages of the executive departments for the 
year ~nding the 30th of June, 1848, amounted to..... $4,117,761 
From the same sources the year preceding...... • • • • . 3,832,689 

Increase...... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 8285,07.2 
Making 7.43 per cent. increase. 
If the revenue from the same sources shall increase during the pre

sent year at the rate of 6 per cent., the proceeds will be 84,a64J;·:'~ 

To this may be added the amount due from the treasury 
for mail services from the 4th of March, 1847, to the 
30th of Ju'ne, 1849, ap~ropriated by 12th section of 
the act of 1847.... • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 465,555 

Means applicable to the present year ..••••••••• ~ • • • • $4,830,381 

Leaving a surplus over the estimated expenditures for the cu~rent 
year of $428,336. · 

If the revenue for the yur ending 30th June, 185(', shall increase 
at the rate of five .rer cent. upon the estimated revenue of 1R49, 
the amount wiH be ..................... o o •• o •o o o $4,583,068 

Add surplu11 of 18·!9 ••• o ••• o o ........... o. o ooo .. o o. 428,336 
Annual appropriation for postagt·s of gov.srnment .• o o. 200,000 

Est!mated means for 1850 •.•••..•• o , •• o. o. o o •• o. o •• $5,211,404 
===== 

E·cpenditures properly chargeablt! on the year 1848 o •• $4,198,843 
These will be increased during the prt·sent ye~r by the 

following items: 
Steamer from Charleston to Havana, three quarters .•. 
California and Oregon agents .•••• o •••••••• o •••••••• 

Additional railroad servtce and agents •••••••••••• o. 

Ship Hermann, belonging to the Bremen line •.•.•••• 
1\'li~cellaneous .••.•• ...............•.... , ..... , .•.. . . 

37,500 
3,200 

37,500 
. 100,000 

25,000 

Expenditure for the year 1849 ......... o .. o •• , • o •••• $4,402,045 
Estimated means of 1849 ...... o•·•• ........... otto• 4,830,381 . --------
Surplus .•••••...••.•..• ~......................... $428,33fi. 

------------
T~1e estimated expenuitures for 18-19.oo• •o•• •:o• •••• $4,402,045 
Thi& sum will be increased for the year 1850 by the 

following items: 
Service oJl new post routes and railroads •• o o •• o ..... 

'l'wo additional stealDers on the Bremen line ••• o •• o o o 

Charluton and Hanna sen·icc, (lne quarter not in-
cludert in 184" ..................................... ( 

Additional allpropriation for Florida ••••••••••••••• , 

100,000 
200,000 

12,500 
5,000 
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• California and Orfgon, agency for five months not in· 

eluded in 1949 ...• ............................... 
Miscellaneous ..•. ................. " ...•...•. , ..•.. 

1245 

$2,30& 
25,000 

Estimated FXpen~itures of 1860 ......... • ........... $4,746,845 
Estimated means of 1850...... .. • • • • . • • • • . .. • • . .. • • 5,211,407 

Surplus for 1850 ..• , ...•.......................... 1464,56.2 

There· has accrued to the post office revenue under the 12th sec
tion of the act of 3d March, 1847, the fo!lowing sums, to wit: 

From the 4th of March to 30th June, 1817. •.• • • • • . • • • • • $65,555 
,, '' '' . 1848...... • • • • . • • • 200 '000 
" " " 1849. • • • • • . . .. . . • • 200' 000 

Estimated surplus 30th June, 1849 ................... . 

• 

465,555 
428,336· 

37,219 

It will be seeft that, notwithstanding the very large sums esti
mated for foreign service, as well as the additional service required 
in the United States, tte revenue of the department, unaided b' 
the app1·opriations of that act, will be equal to the expenditure, 
except the sum of $37,219 at the close of the present year. 

This statement of the operations of tho act of 1845 upon the 
service and finances of the department, confirms the opinion fX· 
pressed in my last anRual report, "that the present low rates of 
postage will not onJr procluce revenue ~nough to meet the expen
diture, but leave a considerable surplus annually to be applied to· 
the extension of the mail service, or \vouhl justify a still further· 
reduction of the rates of postage." 

Notwithstanding the great increase of the servic.e Juring the Jut 
year, inland as well as foreign, there was found at the close oC 
the )'ear a surplus of $172,232, beyond the expenses properly 
chargeable upon it. 

Accompanying this report (markeJ B) will be found that of the 
Auditor for the Post Office Department, made at my request. • 

The energy •and zeal of the officers engaged in the collection 
and disbursement of o,e funds of the ~epartment, as weJI as the 
punct,u1it:r and promptitude of postmasters in making pa)·ments 
and settling their accounts, deserve the bighnt commendation. 

It appears that from the 1st day of July, 1845, until the 30t~ of 
Juae, 1848, the revenue, exclusi..-e of the annual appropriation of 
$200,800 (or sen·ic:es rendered the go,·ernment, amounted to tll,· 
538,614. 
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The whole hu been collected, except th~ following sums: 
Of the amount due June 30, 1846, the sum of ............ $6,162 

" " 1847, " • • •• • • •• • ... 5,056 
" " 1848, " .•••...••.•• 26,714 

37,932 

More than half the ~um reported f()r the last year will be proba-, 
bly collected within the next three months. The balance yet due 
is less than one-third of one rer cent. on the whole amount. 

The last year's accounts have been generally collected without 
a resort to the courts of justice. Suits have been ordered in 91 
cases, in-volving only the sum of $3,271, whilst during the same 
perio~ 108 cases formerly pending have been settled, and the mo· 
ney paid, amounting to '10,655. This large sum collected within 
the three years, .has been disbursed without the loss of a dolJar in 
~ayment ?f the public cr~ditors, in due and proper tilne, it is be
lit>ved, w1thout an exception. 

Prior to the 1st of July, 18!5, there were debts due the depart
ment, many of long standing, aiP.unting to $319,880. Of this sum, 
there has been collect£d within the past year. $10,809, and credits 
allowed upon the settlement of accounts of $51,710, lE>aving yet a 
balance due the department of $257,361. A ·:;ery large prooortion 
·of this sum will be probably lost. - . 

The present rates of po~tage will afford ample means to meet 
the expenditure and probable increase of the service, and leave a 
surplus that will in a few years enable the department to repay 
the treasury the amount received from it since the passage of the 
:act of 1845. · 

Under these circumstances, s~all a furthc~ re~) uction of the post
ages be made1 The means wh1ch a well d1gt•sted cheap mail sys
tem affords of a rapid ' · .,rchange of ideas between different and 
·distant ·sections of the L ... untry, and the cor sequent increase of 
knowledge; its infl.uencc upon society, but little, if any, leu than 
that of ·printing; ·its importance to every interegt, social, commer
cial, and po1itical, would justif7 the answer that a lowel' rate of 
postage should be adopted, if 1t can be done with~ut a departure, 
from that principle heretofore maintained in the country, that this 
department should be sustained from its own resources. 
· A system so intimately connected with all other interests, and 
the happiness and prosperity of the people-so diversified in its 
operations, so minute il"l its details-requires a careful examination 
of any suggestions for its improvement, and the adoption of such 
only as experience proves will be U!leful to the citizens and render 
it more perfect. 

The importance as well as a general desire for a cheap postage 
system bas attracted much of public attention to the subjHt, not 
only in ~his, but other countries, within the last few years. To se
·Cure t.1is object, in most countries it is placed under tbe control of 
the government, though perhaps not strictly one of its attributu. 



Ex. Doc. No. 1. 1247 

Had it been left to private Pnterprise, the more wealthy and popu
lot~s portions of the communit) would no d1ubt have been amp1J 
pto\"ided for; but others, Ius favored, would have betn left desti· 
tute of tile means of ditfusing intelligence among the people. Of 
so much importance was a well regulated system estt·erued by those 
who framed the constitution of the United States, that eYeD the 
States were not permitted to haTe any control over it, Jest the di· 
versity of legislation sbouJd destroy its uniformity and regulcuity 
and impair its usefulness. I~ may, indeed, be questioned whether 
a free government over such extensive territories as those of the 
United States could be maintained without it. The perfection of 
every surh system consists in tbe cheapness, speed, and security 
with which communicaTions are interchanged between difft'rent 
and distant portions of the community or between diff~rent na· 
tions. 

Whate\"er may be the system adopted, the means for its support 
must be paid in some way by a tax on ~he people, for whose ben~fit 
it is established. I~ the United States, upon this point, there has 
been little or no diversity of opinion. That it should he collected 
of those who enjoy the benefits of the syste'n by a cLarge on the 
matter convP.yed in the mails, is· ~o obviously ji!St as scarcely to 
have been questioned. It does not seem either just or fair that 
tllose whose condition in life does not enable tb~m to participate 
in its' advantages, should be called on by other modes of taxation 
to contribute to its support. The revenues arising from it have not 
·heretofore been applied to any other purpose, except for a short 
time during the war of 1812; nor have the re\'enues derive1l from 
other sources been applied to its use, ex1~ept to aid in the effort r£ 
cently made for its improvement. It has bt'en made to depend upon 
itself, ant! thereby giving to the government tbe best liecurity foi 
the faithful administration of its financt•S. Perhaps no other meant 
could be adopted more equitable a.nd just. 

A large n urn ber of tht! people han~ little or no connexion witn 
th~ mail system. 'l'o subj~ct that class to sbar~ the burden of its 
support by a direr.t tax, o,· by imposts levied upon the necessaries 
of life, would meet, .it is believed, the approbation of but few dis· 
interes.ted citizen~. If this be the correct principle, of which the 
undersigned has no. doubt, ev~ry Jetter or pack~ge conveyed in the 
mai!~ should pay a JUSt and fau proportion of 1ts cost of transpor
tation, and other expenses attending the delivery. Tbere should 
be ao exception. Any dl'parture from it would unnecessarily in
crease the amount te other.i who were taxed for its maintenance.
If the goTernmeat does not seek a revenue from it other than that 
necessary for the support of the system, no higher claarge should 
be made than the eost of transportation and the expenses attt.>ndiag 
the delivery of each Jetter or package. 

It is difficult, if not impossible, to ascertain with any degr~e of 
accuracy the ~ctual cost of each lttter or package conveyed in the 
1naHs. In ll country like ours, extending from tbe Atlantic to the 
Pacifil!, aud from the lakes to the gulf, one portion of it covered 
with cities and villages, del"\anrling daily aad double daily mail•, 
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with every facility for ~peetl and cheap transportation; others 
sparst>Jy populated, without any improT"ements whatever, scarceJy 
uquiring a wukly mail-the cost of transportation must necessarily 
vary and change as often as new contracts bave to be made. In 
no two sections of the country-probably on no two mail routes
would the cost of transportation be the same. A short time since 
the mail was transported daily over one route, ~ennty-four miles, 
in four-horse post coaches, at the rate of 5 ct>nts per annum. On 
othrr routu, similar service will cost from fifty t~ two thousand 
dollars. In all such casu the cost of each letter or package must 
depend in some deprce upon the amount paid the contractors. The 
contract changes every four years, and the price for the service 
depends upon considerations connected with travel over the route, 
the chances of competition, the cost of supplies, &c., as well 1\8 
upoa the distance. · 

The expen~e of receiving, forwarding, and delivery will slightly 
increase the cost of each, according to the distanl!e it is conveyed, 
or the number of persons through whose bands it must pass; but 
neither of these, nor all of them together, will more affect the cost 
of each than the number conveyed in the mails, and that depends 
in a great degree upon the rate of postage. 

If, howe,·er, the cost of each could be easily and accurately as-· 
eertained, its want of uniformity would prevent its adoption as the 
rate. 

In ascertaining a standard by which the rates are to be adjusted,. 
the cost on different routes in the eeveral sections of the Union,. 
the distance to be convey~d, the expense in tbe offices of receh'ing,. 
for\Varding, and delivery, are too mi11· a. unimportant to de
serve much consideration. 

The best and only practicable critenon \\IU be the expense of 
the whole system, compared with the revenue, and t'be adoption of 
such a rate as experience sho·\Vs to ~e enou~h to make the one meet 
the othe1·, ~pproachi1.g as nearly" as pos8ible the cost. 

Prior to the passage of the act of 1845, the rates of postage on 
letters were adjusted according to the number of pieces, making 
each bne a single lttter, and different ~ums p~id according to the 
distance they were conveyed, as if that was the princi'pa\ element 
in estimating the cost. 1'his principle was not entirely abandoned 
by the act of 1845, though .much simplified and improved; while 
charging by the piece is entirely surrendered, and the more just 
and equitable m~de by weight substituted. Ex~erieace proved 
that the rates pnor to the puuage of that ad were too high for 
the purposes of re\·enue. For a seriu of years prior to that timP, 
the expenditures regularly exceeded the income, exhibiting. an an
nual average deficiency of about $125,000 for the eight yE-ars pJe
eetHng the passag~ of the act. 

These deficienciu occurred while tl1e transportation gradually 
diminislted within tl:e last four or th·c years, about ~welve thou
saad miles in extent; so that if the high rates of postage bad been 
continued, the snvic(' must have been greatly dimioi,hed, or large 
sums of money drawn annually from the treasury for it,s use. 
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Tbi• result may be m1iniy attributed to two eautes: Firat, the 
multiplication of railroads and steamboat linea augmented the ex
pen~e of the mail trantpoitation from t&«Mtl23, in 1838, to 1843)430, 
on the 30th of J one, 1815, mort than double the fortner mail pay; 
whilst to indiYiduala the expenae of transpc;rtation ,., diminiabed 
more than half. Second, tbe l!igb rates of J?Oittge and the re· 
dueed fare ~r travel enabled the expressn to e~ter into Cl)mpeti
tion with lbt· departn-,ent, by con•e1i•g letters oat of the •ailt. 
This batineas was estenaively carried on, notwitbstandia1 tbe ••· 
vere penalties of the law, aDd tbe energetic and determined eforta 
of the departmt.mt to eafo:ce them. · 

The act of 18&6 reduced tbe rates of postage more than one· 
half, and subatituted the half ounce for a tin1Je Jetter, in lieu o( 
the single piece of paper. 

At the close of the first year, 30th June, 1846, the deficieDCJ 
proYed much le11 than was expected, only amounting to t691,098; 
and al the end of the aecond year, only to t!5,417; while at tlae 
end of t~e thbd year, there waa found a turphas of ll7i,J3J •e· 
yond the proper expenses or tbe year, nohutbltanding the very 
great increaae ia the service in uch of the yean. Tbi· was 
ca•sed not only by an increaa~of lhe revenue, but by a ~due· 
tion of the expenditures nearly equalling tlae increaae. That, 
bowerer, exceeded the expectation of the friend• of the act. 

The increased business in the office~, aad the improvemeat of 
the revenue under the present rates of postage, lead to the concJu
sioa that the ten cent rate may he dispensed- '!tith at the cloae of 
the preaeat year, if such other modifications ot" that aet aa have 
been 'luigeated ia my for•er reports should be ad,.,pted. In my 
last annual rep'brt an estimate waa nude of the paying letters 
which ,,aued through the mails for tbe year ending the 30th 
June, 1847. Tl•is was founded upon the revenuea of the prece~ing 
year aad the October returns of 1846, which had been made ia par· 
auaace of a re11olution of Congress. From tt ·a it appeared tltat 
the number of letters' paying postage, including ship aad steam1toat 
letters, ship letters forwarded in the mails, dropped l~ettera, and 
printed circulars, amounted to 62,173,.SO. .to estimate, upon the 
saae principle, f"r the y.:ar endit•g tbt: S~'·'· "f June last, would 
gi•e a• the number of! paying letters 6e,06~,v ,..,, · 

The October return• Jliowtd that o'er one-fourth and ie• thaa 
one-third of the letter poatage Wilt ~ ... tiTed from tbe ten ceat rate. 
Thi1, takea as tile basis of calculation1 would make 1C,3081'7a3 let· 
tera pa1in1 tlaa\ rate. If, there fort', tbat nte should be 4!ropped 
1\t the cloae of the present year, there would be a loas or .,16,18'7, 

' to be tupplied from some other eource during the next year. 
It can ac•rcely be doubted, t.bat with the surplu1 expected at the 

close of the present year, of 1428,336, the t200,000 for the poat· 
agea of the goYernment for the aext Jflr, the increa1e of corree· 
pondeaet from the reduction in the rate or po1ta'e and the aboli· 
tioa of the franl:iag prhilege, " well as the aavaag on dead let
ten if prepayment should· be required, and the two centa that are 
paid for advertising 1nd for the deHnry of fret letters, would ena• 
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lJle the department to meet its expenditures from its own resources 
an the 30th of June, 1850. If after that time the bu1iness of the 
oflioea: 1baU continue to increase as it his done since the act of 
1845...-wbioh is probable, from the rapid increase of the population 
and busia~ss oftthe country-the department woald not be embar· 
ns1ed for the want of means to meet any probable increase in the 
aervtce.. · • 

One other consequence expected by the friends of the. act of 
1845, and which was relied lln as a certain means of improving the 
revenue, bas '""t been realized. It was confidently believed tha.t 
by such a reduction in the ratn . of postage,_ the business of the 
expresses would be JP&de unprofitable and be abandon~d. This baa 
not been the case. The bua1ness, it is believed, between the prin· 
cipal cities is ·continued with much activity, and the revenue aeri· 
evsl' impaired by it. In a recent number of the Pathfinder, pub
lished. in Boaton, the. ,names of 235 cities and villages are givea, 
which are regul•rlr supplied by express men with packages from. 
that eity; and moat of ..them do·ubtlesa conveying letters regularly 
out of ~bt mails. Th• penaltiu now imposecJ by law are sufficient 
for 'their auppreasion, if proper means were placed in the hands of 
the dep•rtllleDt for their detection; but it i• belieTed that no rate · 
of poateg~ whic_b.·would cover the ~xptnses of the system could 
be adopted tuffici~ntly low to induce them to abndon it. . 

In aeUiiPg the rates of postage, it is not ·unimportant to have 
them correspond with the current and legal coins of the lJ nited 
States. The fewer. the rates, the more convenient lo the postmas· 
ters in performiDg their duties in their offices, aJHlleaa liable to err 
in keepin~ their accounta and settling them with the department. 

Simplic1ty in tlae rate a, as well as in the mode of' keeping their 
accouats,.:will promote cheapnes-s as well as regularity in tbe trans
portatioD and delivery of the mails. 

FQJ\ the. purpose of taxation, the matter conTeyed in· the mails 
allould •~ clasaiied as follows= 

First. :::Letter·poatage thould e~brace all written communi.catione 
11nder eeal or not, and each sealed packet or package. Th1a class 
is com~osed.of private confidential communications, often contain· 
ing articles oe value, partak,ng more of individual than public ia· 
terut, requiring more care in their preservation, more labor ill 
8ta1Qping, packinf'. and envelopini, thah pa:inted matter, and ore 
always. forwardtM under lock and key; and ahould therefore be 
charge~·-~ a: higq~r ra~e. A: ~niform rate of ~ve. een·ts fo'r each 
~alf. o,unce or fract1on under, an.~ ane1ther rate for eada additional 
half' ounce or fraction under, would be as low, in the opiuion of tbe 
underai1aed, aa th.ey could be made consistently with tbe pdnoipltl 
above afated. . 

Second. ~ewapapera. This ,.cJau has always been etteemed ot 
1o much importance to the publi,., as the beat means of di•at.mina• · 
ting intelligeQce generally ~mong the people, that tle lowest rate 
baa alwa1s been applied, for the purpose of eneeuragiDJ their cir· 
tulation. Heretofore the charae •has been made upon each paper, 
without regard to weight, which is unjust to the publiahers as well 
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as the public; and there is no satiafactory reason why they ahould 
Bot be. charged by weight, a• well a1 letter• or other aealed pack
ages. Thia would le:\d to a discontinuance of the practice of de· 
positing newspapers in the mails before t~ey are dry, which renders 
them more liable to injury, and their weight it greatly increased 
froiD the dampness of the paper. A uniform rate of one cent up\ft 
each ounce or fraction under it would lte more juet, and probably 
yit=!d af' much revenue u the present rates. 

Third All other printed matter, of .whateTtr nature or kiad, 
should be rated with double newspaper postage ... Letters contain
ing article• of value, upon the application of the writer, •hould be 
registered, and a receipt taken for the delivery, and triple letter· 
postage charged. 

The principles nggested for regulating the inland postages applt 
wita equil force to the ·foreign, except that the seniee is mue 
more expensive, and lfOUld require a1dncreased rate. UaiforObity 
in the rate i1 not 1••• Jmportant in the one than in the other. 

The number and different amount ol' ratts now ebctrRed by law, 
are very inconvenient to the p~blic as well 11 the officers 'in the 
discharge of their duties. 

'0 centl~re·now charged to or from California an4 Oregon; 
So eents,o· or frem Panama; · ~ 
2' Cf'Dta to Europe; · 
90 cents to Chagrea; 
121 cents to Ha.vana; 
6 c~nts when deliTered a' tbe potts of landing; ' 
2 cents in addition to the regu·lar postage when taken in the 

mails; . 
1 cen·t to the postmaster when sent out of the country. 
It is believed that one uniform· rate of 16 cents might be adYan

tageou,Jy adopted for the foreign postage, and .made applicablt to 
our territories on the Pacifi"c, and produce mor-e· revenae than the 
charges now made. The commercial interests of the country, the 
social and frien-dly intercourse 11ow tAitting, and daily increasing, 
laetween the citizens of the United States and the people of other 
countriu, would be greatly promoted by tbt adoption of that or 
some one rate less thao is at pruent charged. This weuld proba· 
bly sooa. be adopted by otller couatries haviag eteamtra eniagecl io 
sim.Har 8enice. Newspapers and other printed matttr sent from or 
reotived into the United Statu rn ight be rated with double the 
inl.'aadlostage·nn aimilar mailable matter. 

lu a dition, the Post Oilice Department, und.er the direction of 
the Prraident,.fhould baTe power to rabe or lower these ratet of 
JlO•tage whenever it becomn necessary; on account of tbe .co rape· 
tition from other (~ountries, and to tmpose reatr:etions upoa tbe 
''essela of any forei~n n"tion, tqual to·those imposed upon veaaele 
of the . United Statts by such nation. When aucb powers are 
given to the /oat offires in. other ~ountriu, ,uoh reatrictioa1 
ma)' be impoet! when Con!reaa is not in session aa may deprive 
the venels of the United Statee of any participation in car!ying 
letter~. Tbis was done by an order from the Lords of the T:ta· 
!ury in Great Britain on the 9th of June, lSti, rrecedir~ the arri· 
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Tal of the Washington at Southampton, 'ild which had the E>ffect 
to depriYe that vessel of any reasonable shart- of the business be
tween this country and England or !4'rance. That order remained 
in force more tLan a year, against all our remonst.rances,. before a 
law could be pa!sed to meet the emergency. 

If the proposed reductions are to be made, and the department 
required to sustain itself, it is indispensable that the franking privi
lege should be abolished. It is now greater and more extensively 
used than at any former period; and as the privilege is enlarged 
the abuses under it increase. The immense mas& of free· matter 
sent through the mails ntcessarily requires a higher and more ex
pensive grade of service to enable the contractors to transport it. 
It is not unusual for coach service to be demanded on routes 
yielding comparatively nothing, for the transportation of public 
documents and other free matter. Over one route a double daily 
line of four-horse post coaches bas become indispensable. Some 
estimate may be formed of the additional expense of transporta
tion, from the fact reported from the city post office, that in seven 
days, from the 6th until the 12th day of August last, inclusive, 450 
bags of free matter, weighing 35,550 pounds, averaging daily five 
thousand rnd seYenty-eigt.at pounds, p •. ssed through his office. 
Upon inquiry, it appears that between the first day of December 
and the first day of October last ·there were sent froui the two 
houses of Congress, through the mails, about five millions of copies 
of speeches and other matter weighing under two ounces, and about 
one hundred and seventy-seven thousand public do~uments, besides 
the l't?tters written by the members of the House of Representatives; 
and there remained to be forwarded more than one-half of the pub
lic docu.ments ordered to be printed at the last sessioR. 

Such a mass of matter thrown upon the mails must necessarily 
add to the cost of transportation, retard tae progress of the mails, 
and produce a great proportion of the failures that are made on the 
unimproved route! in tbe newer section 'of tlie country. But this 
fs ot all. Thts department is compelled to pay the postmasters, 
whose compensati ~n does not exceed $2,000 per annum, two cents 
for the delivery of each free letter, or document. A large J•ro· 
portion of the doruments and papers thus sent free are, it is be· 
1ieYed, seldom rr cid, and, if read, but of little public interest, and 
worse than ttse~ess, inasmuch as the exercise of the privilege to 
the extent now practised tends to prevent, if jt does not materially 
interfere with, the circulation of the village newspapers in their 
!espectiv~ localities. This subject has been so forcibly presented 
to the House in the report of the Committee on the Post Office an<l 
Post Roads at the last session, and several other reports previous 
to that time, that it is not deemed necessary to eralarge upon it at 
this time. 

Whether the sugg~stions for the modification of the act of 1845 
be adopted or not, all matter sent in the mailR should be prepaid. 
This might indem.nify the department. for the great loss sustained 
for the transmission of letters not taken from the offices. Near 
two millions of dead letters are annuaJJy returned to the depart· 
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ment, upon which it not only loses the postagE>, but pays two cents 
each for advertising; and this is in addition to the expen!le incurred 
in opening and returning those of value to the writert~, and ,Je
stroying those of no va)•:e. Ntwspapers, periodicals, pamphletR, 
and essays of various kin.-J 'robably not less iq number than the 
dead letters, are sent to the .lieu and never called for, or if called 
for refused,.and remain as dead matter in them. From a careful 
examination it has been ascertained that 5.2,000 annually are re • 
ceivetl and remain as dead matter in the office at New York; at 
Boston and Baltimore about 10,000 annually; and at Philadelphia 
about 2,600. 

If each office averaged but on(' daily-a low estimate-the whole 
number in a year would be 51898,035, which, at the rate of one 
cent, would be $58,980. If prepayment be not required, then dead 
letters, papers, and pamphlets should be returned to the writers 

·or publishers, and the payment of double postages as well as the 
cost of advertising be required of th~m. But little inconvenience 
would be"11felt by the public since the adoption of adhesive stamps 
ns the evidence of prepayment of letters. Their use would soon 
become general, if authority was given to sell them at a slight per 
cent. discount at the department, so as to make it an object to sta
tioners and other traders to keep them on hand for the accommo
dation of the public. 

The pre-payment of official communications from the executive 
branch of the government is now made by a , ~cific appropriation 
at\nually. Similar provision might be made for the lttgislative 
branch, or a specific sum allowed each memb:!r to cover official 
communications to and from them. 

The pre·payment of mailable matter at the proposed low rates 
would not, it is believed, materially diminish the number of letters 
sent in the mails, and, in connexion with the general use of the 
adhesive stamps, will simplify the transaction of business in the 
offices, the settlement of their ace< unts, and concentrate the funds 
of the department at the centres of business in the different sec
tions of the Union, where the money i11 needed, and in a great de· 
gree avoid the hazards incident to the collection and transmission: 
of funds to the places where they can be made a Vdilable. 

Other suggestions for the improvement of the act of 18!5 have 
been made in my former reports, which I deem it unnecessary to 
repeat. 

It may not be inAppropriate to remark, that tlaose ronnected with 
adruinistnti,·e duties of this department could not but have ob
Sfrved that there has been for some yean past a stro:lg feeling per
vading the country, that the system had been conducted by an 
organized corp~, rxtending throughout the Union, into every neigh· 
borhooct, under the control of politicians at the seat of government, 
wielcled with the view of promoting party purpost•s and par:y organ
ization, rathe:- than the business and social intert!sts it was createtl 
to ad\'anct>; that the offict>s were bestowecl as the rewartl of partisan 
services, rathrr than from the merit and qualifii:ation:. of those 
selected; and that each presidential contest is to produce a new 
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distribution of the offices, and hence embittt-red po1itiral cnnte~ts 
are excited in almost every neighborhood, dtmoralizing iu their 
tendencie!! 1 ancl injuriously atfedin~ the purity of elections. 

Whilst such apprehen~ions are entertained by a respectable por
tion of the community, a want of confitlence in the honesty and 
correctness of the officers, however pure and upright in their ron
duct, soon shows itst:1f, seriously injuring the businel's of the offices 
and bringing discredit on the system itsl:f. The po*office system 
was designed for business purposu, for the rultivatiol" of the social 
and friendly feelings among tbe citizo:ns·of the different sections of 
the Union, and should be in nowise connected with the party poli
tics of the day. This will giYe that degree of confidence in its 
agents neces~ary to ancler it the most useful to the people. 

There does not SU'lD any reason wl1y this busintss ancl social 
agent of the people should be more connected with them than the 
offictrs of the courts of justice, or the accounting officers of ,. J 

government. If. it were believed that the latter officers performed 
the duties assigned them with a Yiew to the advancement of party 
purposes, public opinion would soon correct the evil. If the post 
office were alike exempt from political influence and party con
tests, public confidence woulu be maintained, and the best interelitS 
of the :;ystem promotetl. 

It may be well worthy of consideration if these objects would 
not be adt'anced, should the Postmast!!r Genua! be n(Jminated by 
the President to the Senate for a specific term of years; be separate 
from the cabinet, and only remonble by impeachment, and the 
appointment of the principal subordinate officers for a like term 
of years be given to him; and to pro,·ide tl1at. no removal should 
be made except for goocl and sufficieut cause, to be rtported to 
each session of the Senate. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. JOHNSON. 

A I. 

1'u~lc of ma·it sert•iccfur tlte year r11d·iug J1mc 301 1848, as c.dtibitcd by tltr :;·tate of tke arra"genunts at tl~c dose 
of tlte year. • 
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6,4411 72~,426 ·10,631 2"ti2os· 14,730 71.1~>1 7.110o· 404,1!1ti!,u~.o:ni 
1,711-t 166

1
\!72 13,11!17 102

1
372 i ti,X.tO' 3!1,111111 4,Uill ......... ,1,,, .... 

11.1<2;} !l:i!I,037 3~ 1 i'l'i6 l,li91i:fl2!1. II~ 613 I :l:,:l.~fi:.! ll.713 !lti,!l:.!-1 !1 1 11;1. 
4,1RI'I 42!1,~!1).1 1:1,709 1~2.600 I 11:726 I flll,!llill 2,700' H!l,itiU l:i,:l7t: 
7,22.& IIM,:~9n 31,633 :m11 062\ · 211,:!02 1 :Jll,fi~ a,ooo fl:l,titi-1 a,i~!' i 
11,!125 1100,190 30,731) 1.3~'1:240 . 74,1'1!17 ............ · .......... · .................. . 

t~!i ~ii:~;: :t~* ::i:H~ I 2~:~~ :::::~~~,;;.!:1;,: :::;~:.~~~:~::,::::::::~::::::::: 
11,332 8!13,2~0 34.624 :tfll,li"'8j 29,29R I J,I)Q~,S72 :! :_!"(,:.!:l\1 .................. ! 

7,0741 6112 18116 :U,830, 6U2,016 ~"' 1 7U7 '""""''" """""•""'"'","'""' 1 

Jlilts. 
1 ,:.?11 ,ti:Jr, 

73fi,3r.2 
7:>7 .:.!16 

1,!1>\!1 ,liJtl 
lfifi,4Ull 
iiU,~!I3 

f•,07:.!,517 
i6fi,0"12 

2,'ooi:,I.J5U 
lfl) ,ou'\ 
!l.aJ,!l!l~ 

2,olill,l< ... .t 
l,fi:.!J,OJ.I 
I ,uti~ ,!illll 
I 1·1!1:1 ,?!II 

2\J7,tiH 
3,0/oi:.,r:.-.,; I 

!l:-\2,6:.!-1 
I ,:H:i ,704 ! 

2 .16o'l ,43" 1 

Oti,O!Ifi , 
33~,93fi : 

l,ti~o~3,61'-' 1 

2 ,7112, .. 40 ' 
1,3S4 1912j 

Dull <Irs. 
H,flti;, 
2ti,24:.! 
·•f) ,,.,"( 

.;;!l:o71 
!1, 19S 

·lfi,4~!i 
:.?:!:! 1·1" 

r,!, :o~:n 
tfJ5,77·" 

17.1<."17 
J:l:.uJ.t 
ltlfl.47l 
l'l~ ,Jtili 
Jll[l,.t!ll 
13•i ,!II~ 
2~ ,!1:!7 

lli!l,."'77 
.JJ,;-,Ir!l 
~:0., ,liti~ 

IU~, ,ti:.!7 
IX ,71<fi 
J2.flll 
~O,:l:.!l 

.,~ ·~·· ~i:~:.i 

~ 
~ 

~ 
0 
~ 

~ 9 , 
~ 



A 1-Continued. 

• Tile t'ntire servic<' and pay tue set down to the State under which it i~ numbered, thou~h extending intv other l't",tc~. m·t•••J ol bein~ JiviJeJ 
amor.t; the State~ in wloich •·ar,h portion of it liee, t 

t Th·~l" f!lllbra.,es ~ome expreaa tranaportation. 
~The Rt\ltimon•, Wilmington, and Philadelphill railroad is under a Ma1 l'lllnol numbet. 
>This embrace~ the s1e11mboat service from St. Louie to New Orlt'llD~. 
1'. This eml>races the ~teambnatserviee from Lnuis·:ille to Cincinnati, and froaD LuuisviiiP. to Nc·.v Orlean~. 
, Tbh includes the r•·ute from Mobile to New Orleans. 

S. R. HOBBIE, f'irst .1/uistrltil Pwtma.ttr Gt7ttral. 

A. 2. 

CONTRACT OFFlCE. 

eomparison of mail service between Le year ending lut'e :30 1 HH7 1 and ilu~ year tndill!( .lu11e 30, 1848. 

I I 

·----~_.·~:·---.---1~-1~- l:illcr::·~:::.:.l Ditll:rcn~~ 
153,~1.'1 milc8 .. i Jli3,211~ : 9,:l!lo .............. .. 

l,•'lll(thllfmulllM., ............ ,,,,:••••""''"''''''""''"''"'''" lfl,!'l\l3,\172 .. do.... 17,74~,Hil , 2,15<1,21\1 , ............... .. 
1inn 11 al rrnn•pnrt11tinn1 mnolc nulN(lell.'ll~'d •• •••••••• • ••• • ''" •• ••• •••• '' '' 75J,f)()ll J(Jl 334 
('o•t uf trnn•pnrtlltion 1 mnclo nnt apemhod,. .. " •" .... " •" • • "•" ·"' "· $6511 • Jfifi .. " ''" !. , . , , , ... , .'.,,, .1""' "i;~3.~i7'' 

I 111,209,00!'> mile·~ .. : 14 1 fl~:l,l~~ ,\nmull trun•pllriRtinn, t•cll.w I • • • • • • • · · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • '• '' '• ·' '' · ''' '' · 7!lfl,!l!l::! I 115 470 
('t,:,! llflrftiiNJIOf!Rtinn,c•otll·h ................. ''"''"'"'""''"''"' ' 912 •462·"'''" ·l,:l~'i,,...lKI '/'"''''''''''' ' 
.Annnul lrun•pnrlnlinn, •'""luhnat ..................................... ~ K,O.'H,IJ22 milu., ~.:i27,41HI \ ti2.~,278 !''"'''''''''''' 
Aununl fr '"'"pnrlf\1 ion, rnilrnad., .. •.'. •' • • '•' •' • • • • '• •' • •. • • • • • •. • •' • ' ~f)'! ,01B 
Co•r.ofl!'ull'l'"""'i"'t,~•o•unhuat ..................................... ~ $~44 1 2:lO....... ;',~.j,HJ:! ~ l,!l!ll ! ............... . 
Co,• I of trllr"pnrlntinn, rn•lro1ul.. • ... • • .. • • "" •"" •" • "' ''''''' "" ~ 3K ,!1!17 ,!IS!t mill-. , ·II ,Ill:.! ,:)7!• :.!,1'2~ 16t10 :. , .. , , ......... . 
'1\tlnlnllllllttl ll'nn•pnrtcllillu, • • "' • ... • ""'""' '" •" • '" '" ·" ''" "' S2 , 4116 ,1'1~'1 .... ,... 2,3!1-1 ,70:1 , ... , , ... , . , , . .,I 12,145 
T11talunnunl C<"l ...... '"" ............. "'"" "" ........... ""' 4II,Jf'):l..... ... !1\,ut\:\ 7,1110 I, ............. .. 
AgencieN ••. · · • · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · •' '' • '''''' '''' '''' '' '' ''''' • , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , • , IIJO ,fiUO 100 ,iitJO ~·.,.,.,. ........ • 
··uruiKil nand,, o 1 t 1 o toot t I It I I o ott I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

1 
I I It I I It I I I I I 

S. R. JfOIIIiH:, J'il'lt .duilla11l Pvolmu•/~1' (}rlltraf 



A. 3. 

CON l'RACT 0.1-TICE. 

C01nparison of 11tail service ;,,, southern section, consistiflK of Vir~inia, Nortl£ Carolilla, South C•~rolina, Georgia, 
and f'lorid•r, between tlu: year ending June 3U, 1847, the last year of last ccmtract term; a11d the y~;ar e1ldi11g 
Jut~c :;o, 18H~, thefirst year ofpresen.t contract term. 

Lcn~:th or ruutcs •••••••.•.•.•••••••.••• · •••• , •••••••...•••• , ••••. , ••• 
Annu:1.l trnnst•ortatinn, ruutlt! not spe<'iliool ••••••••• , •• , ••••••••• , ••••••• 
Cn•t uf tmn•p<~rllltion, modo Rut at•ccilicd •••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 
Annullltr••n~pnrl:l.tion, cnat:h ........... , ............................ . 
('n.t or lf'ti"JKif(lltion, COR<'h,,,, •• , .. ,. • • • .. , • .. • ... •, "' • ... • • • • • .. • 
Anrnral tmn•purtatron, ~tenmbnllt •••• , ••• , ••••••• , ................... . 
('nU .. r trnn~pnrtation, Mtllmboat •••••.••• ,,., ••••••••• ,., •••••••••••• 
Anraual trans;~nrtntion, rrulroa1l ••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••• • 
t'o~t ni trl\D~pnrtl''mn, railroad ..•••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •. •! 
Total an nun! tra .portntion .••••••••• , •••••••••••••••• • ••• • • • • • • · • · • • 
'l'utal annu11l eoet • • .. • • • .. .. • • • , , .... , ....................... • • · • • • 

1~47. 

31,6H miles .. 
2,577 ,1'31 .• dJ ... . 

$124,11!111 ....... . 
2 ,6!16, 192 mile• .• 

$!!'IIi ,776.. .•.•••. 
fl45 ,ti5l milc11 .• 
$0\i ,li:J6 •••.•••• 
!13t ,61111 milc11 .• 
t21~ ,776 ........ 

fi,752,!\J7 miles .. 
$1''11,486 ....... . 

IIH'<. 

:u ,912 
:l,fil3,!1!12 

JiR,!Iilt 
1 ,7i6,271i 

Jlll,7RO 
0~0,640 
1111,710 
R52,9~(i 

1~:1.592 
li,!I:J:~,R6ti 

JSI 1 !1~ 

llilferenc!', mnrc. I>ilfcrcnce, len. 

271 ················ I,Otifi,!l6l ················ !ii,RU·l . ................ . .............. !119.!11-t ............... 137 .!l!lli 
134,!1S6 . ...... ........ 
13;~74 . ............... ................ RO ,70.t ................ !!7 'lll-1 

: . .'Hl,32!1 ················ I !16,502 , ................ 

S. R. HOBBIE, First .fsn~lu11t PQitlltailu Gwcrul. 

A 4. 

CONTRACT 0.1-'.1-'WE. 

Cumpariso!l 11.f 111t1il sfr·vice, middle section, COIIsislin~ of New .Jersey, Pennsylvrw·iiJ., Delaware, .Mar.vland, a11J 
Oltic•, between tlu yea1· et~ding 30th June, lf'48, a11d tlte year to entl Ju1u 30, 1~9, as estimat~;dfrum tlte state 
of t1£e scn·ice as it stands o~& tl'e 30th Seetr.mbu, l81S, end of first q~tarter of tl£e cu.runt year. 

.. 
I ,<•ngth of routes ••• , • , ••• , • , • , •• , •• , , • , , , • , , , •• , , , ••• , , ••• , ••• , , , , ••.. 
AunuRI trll.nbp<>rtation, mode not •pcrifirtl ................................ 1 ('o~t of trRII~JKlrtlltion, ....... do ........................................ 

1 ,\unnnl transportation, coR.ch ••••••• ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, •••••.•••• ~ •••••• 
t:t, ... t nf trl\n!'portation,., dn .• 1, ••• ,,,,,, .. 1.,., •• 11.,,,,.,,, .•• 1, ,, . , • , .: 
Auntif\llrant'pnrtatiun, ~tC!\mbnat., 1,,,. ,,, , •• , , , 1,,,,,, •• ,, • , , , , , • , , . , . 
('o"'t u( CntOllriJH rfation,., ,,aJn. ,,, , ,,,,, ··~··· ,,,,,,,,, •••••••••••••••••• 
,~nnu1tl. trl\IH'J'~., .. tl\l~on, railrnaJ .••• ,, 1.,.,, 11 ••• , •• ,,,.,.,,, •• , 1,,,,, ••• , 
(~u~t ot trlln~purtl\tlon, ..• do .. ,,.,,,.,,,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,, 1,,,,, ,, , 1.,, 

'J'nl1tl ar.nua1 lran~r•urtntion .••• ,.,.,. ,, , , , , , , , , , , , , , 1 •..•• , 1,.,,, I,,. 11. 
'l'otRI unnnf\l <•o!oot ••• ,, 1 •• ,.,,, •• , •• ,,,.,.,. 1,.,,, •• , ..•• ,.,, ,, •• , 1,,, •• 

1848. J,.;49. 'I I DiiTorcnoe, more. l Dillt'rcnce, ll'~s. 

-------------- --------
I !!93 \ .... ,.,.,,.,,.,, 27,157 mileH,. 

2,276,261 .. ,tlo .. . 
$118,780 ...... .. 

4, lOll, 1!17 nliiP.s .• 
$:HI1,4~0 •••••••• 

:Jfl8 ,422 miles •• 
$11 ;!163 ••••••• 

I ,OM, 1-14 mile~ .. 
$111:i,inll ....... . 

7 ,711!1,11~-1 mileti .. 

1

. 
$a26,!l'll •••••••• 

27,450 
2,47!1 ,219 

!12,2!1~ 

4,37ti,J:Jii 
174,43'! 
36",:tw 

IZ,!H3 
1 ,23-l ,2411 

J)o(~,fi6i 
R 14tt7 ,!121 

465,317 

202.9!>1~ " ............. .. 

Ri ~ : ~~~ ; : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
.. .............. 

1 

fifi,04~ 
:................ 102 

I 
!IW , •••••••••••••••• 

IR0,,02 ' ............... . 
• ............... , Jl)il 

i ti~r<l ,'HI7 ..... , ......... . 
, ................ : fil,671 

S. R. IIOBHIE, 
J'ir~t .11.•i•lanl l'Qdnllr•lrr r.ortral. 

~ 
~ 

~ 
0 
~ 

~ 
~ 

~ 



A 5. 

CONTRACT OFFICE. 

Number of mail contra.ctor1, routt agents, local qgents, and rn.ail messengers in the several sutio11s. 

Sections. Contractorll. Route agents. Local a~;ents. 1\lail messengen. 

N:ew L:ngland..................... ......................... ... ...... ...... 600 15 · 1 42 
N~>w York ............................................................... 586 11 ::::::::::::::::1 !J3 

~E£~:~,:~r:n::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::1' ;~: : ........ ~~ ...... , .. ···' "'4' ..... I ~~ 
Southwestern .... , ....... "':' ........................... ,................. 724 '............. ... IIi I 12 

---~-""=- ~-otal .••••.•.•.•••••••••••• ~-4~~--47----2-1--~---lsO 

S. R. HOBBIE, 
Fird .J.si.tanl Postmaster Qell<rul. 

A 6. 

Railroad service, as in operation on the lst of October, 1848. 

...... . -T~~"'-·=T=e .. rm""'= •. D=i.~~====-=".,. =~.--!..,..~-. -=--~-~-1--=----,_-~-.=-~-=-=--.,...~-=-,...,...l-~~=-·""·--=~~~m"~:~-

-------ljj ___________ ___I J : ~~ J. & __ l ____ -_j_CQ __ ! 

Maane.,........... 6l11 

New Hampshire ... 

9'l 

401 

40Z 

404 

406 
4117 

1 410 
i 41243:13 

I :~~ 
I 46111 

From Baagor to Urper titill· i 

1 F;';,~er P~~ii~~d · t~ · P~~i ~~~·th: · · 
N.H ....................... . 

lo'rom Concorl\ to T.owoll, Nus .. 
lo'rom Concord to West Lebun•>n1 

with branch to Bristol ... , •••• , 
, From ilostoa to Port~mouth, 

N.H ...................... .. 
Branch to Mtuhlehelld •••••••••• 

i Brom Boaton to tSotJth Berwick 
.lunction, Me.. with 3 111ilea 
hrancb from Don•r to Great 
Fl\lla ••••••••••·····••••••••• 

From Botton to Lowell ...... .. 
• Brl\noh to Woburn ............ . 

lo'rom Boaton to Fitchblrll' ..... . 
••rom Bo~ton to Worre~ter .... .. 
From Botton to Providence, R. I. 
••rom Boat on to Jllyrnt~tllh .•••. ,. 
From Groton Derot to 'fownnnli 
From Taunton to Ml\111fteld .... 
From Tanaton to Ne .... Bedfortl .. 

. From Buaton to }'all River , •••• 

Mile•. Mile•. 

9 

~:2.1 61.1 
50 

F2 132 

i 64! ........ . 
4 

~~! 
a 

~4! 
4ti 
43 
4!S 
ll 
12 
21 
631 

........ ........ 1 

6 

12 
18 

12 
6 

IZ 
I~ 
II 
ti 

II! 
11! 
ti 
II 
n 
13 
12 

I 
$15 ()() ~ 

6,718 ()() $6,i33 00 
ti,429 00' 

4,016 00 Jn ,414 00 Embrace~ •ide ~urrly. 

8 1324 00 ...................... olo, 

6,021 00 ,· ..................... tin. 

3,600 00 

1,9!14 00 
7 ,ooo 00 
7,006 00 , , ••• , , • , , , , , .. , , , ..•. dn. 
2,000 00 • . . . . • • • • . • • Pnder <'Oat•h cnnlrl\cl. 

2.'10 00 ...................... dll, 
1,11400 
1,950 ()() 
2,250 00 . , , ••• , • , , , , , Embrace• aide aurrly. 



Statt·s. 

1\f;t -•af'liiiHt' It~.-· 
Cuntiuu•••l. 

Rhntl~> Tsbntl .• , , . 
CnniU-(!fit•IJI ••••••• 

Nrw fork,,,,,,,, 

JliO"o\' JN,f'\'•' •,',' 

PfiiHl""\1\':\rti:-t .••••• , 

A 6.-,Railroad service-Continued . 

.; 

~ .... 
0 

465 

4iG 

Termini. 

From Mi•ldleboro' to Eut \V11re• 
ham ........................ . 

From W orcf'ster to All•nny, N. l 
Y., with 6 adtlitional trip1, 3 
mooth11 38j Dlil~!i of ~he !lis· 
tance ..••••• •••••••••••••••••• 

Jo'rom WorceNtcr to Provitltnco, 
R.I. ...................... :. 

50:Ja Fron1 Sprin~rtield to Grcontield •• 
513 Frnrn Prttstif'ltl lo North Adam~. 
b~:J lo'rom Jo'it<'hhur~ tn Keene, N.H. 
fi(l~ From Prnvitlenl't: •o Stnuin,ton .• 
612 Jo'rom Norwich to Wor~ater, 

Mas!IR,,h,Js~tt~ .. , ••• , .. ,., •• , •• 
From New lb.vea tn Sprin:.:fielll, 

.MasaachusPLta ......... , •• , ••• 
From Now Haven to Plainville .• 

i02' I! From Brid~eportto West Stol'k· 
lu itl:,.:.•, I hence to Stato !me, 
Ma~sachnsl'tts., .••• ,,, •••• , •• 

1<06 Prom !licw York to Greenport ... 
IHI pt.

1 

From White Plams to Pleasant· 
\ille ......................... . 

Rlla From Pleasantville to Croton 
FaiiOJ •••••.•••••••••••••••••• 

Rl2 pt. I From N!'w York to White Plains. 

Rlli pl. From Pi eo mont to Port JQrvis ••• 

!120 From A litany to Troy ........... 
!121 Fn•m Albany to Scbenl"ctady •••• 
!13·1 F~m Troy to Schenectady •••••. 
938 FI'Om Trw to Su.rato!{a. Spduga. 
96-t From Seb~·u~tcta~ to Ttica •••••• 
9ti7 J.o'rom Scbonocta y tu Saratoga 

Sprinfis ••••••.••••••••••••••• 
1023 Ftom tic a to Syracuse ••••••••. 
10711 From Syracuao t.o Auburn ••••••• 
107~ Fro.>m Junction to Skt~neatl'leH •••. 
l01f7 Frnm Auburn to Rochestt•r .••••• 
lll91i From Itbaca to Owt•go ••••••••• 
1145 !<'rom Rocbeater l.o Attica ••••••• 
111!0 From Attica to Bulli1lo ••••••••. 
IIH!I From J.o"krort to Lewiston and 

Nia~nm Joalls ••••••••••••••• 
119-l pl. From Hutli&lo to L~:wiston ••••••• 

.9 

i 

157 ........ 1 

4~ ........ 1 
3H . ....... , 
21 
42 790~ I 

4tii 

.... ~~~.1 5!.1 
i 

1\3~ , ........ • 
2U ........ : 

I 
: 

9~ 246A ~ 
101 ........ : 

9 

20 
27~ 

73~ 

6 
]lj 

20~ 
32 
78 

22 
!13 
27 
II 

71! 
:10 
4-t 
31 

27 
29 7!.!H~ 

ti 

12 

12 
li 
li 
6 
6 

12 

12 
6 

6 
6 

6 

6 
(i 

6 

].j 

14 
7 
6 

14 

ti 
1-1 
14 
7 

14 
II 

J.l 
J.t 

7 

' 

$290 00 

I {
20, 11-li 00 

I 414 ()0 

I.R50 00 
3 2!i7 (,!) 

170 ()() 
I ,ROO 00 
41R!IO 00 

7,586 00 

~.142 00 
7~0 00 

5,2l0 00 
4 ,32~1 011 

270 00 

1'i7~ 00 
557 00 

, • , • , , •. , , . , U llllt•r coach coutrart. 
$70,406 00 

4 ,g5o oo 

. ........... Ill"'" oooob """". 

- I . 
21 ,7;,~ 00 1 

.•• , , .•••. , • · Olft!r of tlcparu.oent . 

.. •......... Pro rala for this part of thP 
route. 

3 ,

3

t

9

)>1

4

9 

00

oo I' . , , , . , , , , .. Pro rata for this part ,f tho 
route. Otfer ol dl'partment. 

1,9oo oo 1 
490 oo I 
490 00 

l1 ,700 00 

1 

............ Otlt-r of department. 

9·13 00 
7,950 00 , .................... ,tlo. 
4,050 OU , , , , • , , , , , , , , , , , • , , , •• tlo. 

260 (10 I 
11,700 ()I) 

333 ('0 I' .. , ... ,, .. , 4 month~ in ~·nnrhf'~ 
6,600 00 
4 .~oo oo 

71ln oo I 
1,000 00 I 62 ,2R3 00 

! 
}'rnmN'owYorktothointene•· ~ 36 ........ 14 

1 
IO,ROOOOi 

tiou with Philatlelphia rarii'Oad. ~ ........................ \ !»>~ 00 1 ............ F'or thin! l'Xtrn trip. wht.'n 
1301 

1:102 
1303 
13111 

Jo'rom Nrw York to PattPr~nn ... 
Jo'rom New Ynrk to Morri~towu. 
From Elizllbcthtown tn Snnwr· 

ville ......................... . 

IH 
32 I 

mails fail to ('onncl:'t. 
I ,1100 00 
1,600 90 ' 

12 
131!1 pl. From l\luni~town to Uover ••••• 

21i 
13 

I' 100 ()() I I 
3~.~ l'O I', .•••• ,, ••. l.'n<lf"r enl\rh contrRr:. Jlro 

1 1 I rnla pny lnr ro:l"h M•t·vi•·••. 
133·1 

1·1111 
1111~ 

1·169 
U811 

11'i01 

]1107 

From pniut nf intPr~t~etinn with ~ 5t 17'~ 14 lli,200 00 , ............ 1 ~ •Fnr third P):trn trip, wllf'n 
CIH8 nn (1301) tn PhiiKtltolphin 5, ,.,., .................. , •1 ,11\JU tlU f 3:l·,!ll3 00 1 ~ mail• fail In connN'!. 

F'ro•m Phil~•lrl1•hia In ('nlumh&l\.. ~34 .... , .. , 14 ; 12 ,!•2;, 00 I 
From Philn•l••lJohin tn l'ottl;villu.. !17 • • • ••... H mo., 1q ~ II ,tl:o!6 00 ! 

4 1110. I h \ ~ 
J•'rom J,nnrRRtOr to lf&lrri,hllfA" .. , 37~ .. ,. ., ., 14 I r1 ,6-14 00 t 

Frnm llnrri~bur~ In C~HIInln·r~· I I 
ltlll'l{.. ... .... .. • .. .. • .. .. .. .. /l2 1-1 7,429 00 

!·'rom Chamhct~burg t•• lllllll'l•· 
tnwnL Mil.................... 22 ....... , 0 !1~3 00 

Fro>nt l'lnrnmi~ to Johnstown,,, •• , ••• , • , • 2!12f , ••• , , , , • , • , , , ••.• , • • • ~7. ti2'r il() Co\'t'rr•l hy hor•t' <'Ontrftf"t. 
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~ 
'0 Ter!Jiini. ~ 

i Q 

3 
iS z 

Nile.. 
1901 From Bfoltimore to Philadelphia . !17 

1902 'Ire~~-~~.':':'.~: -~~~':'.':.1 40 

1903 From Baltimore to Cumberland .• 179 
Branch to Frederick ••••••••••.. 

1 
3 

1906 From Baltimore to Columbia, Pa,l 72 
1927 From Anullpolia to J nnctiun •••• ·I 211 

From Mansfield to Sandusky .... I 2165 61 
2206 F""" Spriogfiold to S.MoUy ••. , 13. 
2234 From Cincinnati to ~pringfield .. 85 
2425 From Junction to Cobham Depot. 543 
244-1 From Petersburg to Weldon, N. 

c ............................ l 114 2448 From Hickaford 'o Gaston, N.C., 20 
2624 From Winchester to Harper's 

32 Ferry ........................ , 
2'!01 From Raleigh to Gaaton ••••••• , 87 
2817pt. F•om Weldon to Wilminfton .... 162 
3104 From Columbia to Bra110 ville ... ! 69 
31:£2 From Charleston to Augusta, Ga. 139 
3196 From Junction to Stat~Nburg •••• 18 

3250 Fr"m Sa1·uunah to 1\[.lf·nu ....... 1 Hl2 
:l2il7 Fruul ;\l;t,•un tu AtLIItl;t ...... .,I 101 
:i:Z!19 From Augu,.la. to Atbu1a, •• , .•• [. 174.\ 

Hral'l'h to \Varr•'ll'on .•.•. ,., •• , 3.': :nn!-l l·:rnm t: nion Point to Arlteus •••. i 40 
:!~H ~rom Atlanttt to Jl:olr.,n .. ,, •.• , 100 
:no:! Fr<•m l>l'troit In Paw Paw,,,,, , 1 165 
:i70-l From l>t•tl'otl tn Poul ial',,,,,,,,! 25 
'1712 From 1\louroe t r> llill"dalt•.,, _, .! liS 
37lfl Fru~u '~'olrJo, Oh[u ''' A·lri:w, 

1 

33 
Mu·hr::;nn ••••.••••... , .•••••. 

:wo& From JndinnaJ>nli.~ '" :ll:ttli~ou.,. R7 
f>513 Front Dt•<•R!nr to 'fu·,·rnnhia .••• 1 •1:1 
1'1~~1) Fr .. m Montgon~t·rv to Anl"rrn ... ·I liO 
!iiOt From Jut•bun to i<'k•lnrr~.,, ,, 46 

I 
I 

.s 
l~ 8-i 

~j 
.Ill 

'-" Q"' 
I' 'S..a Ji" 1! el 

r:l 
Eo< z 

Milt•. 
........ 1 1-l 

........ 1 14 
I i 

I~ ...... / 7 

; ... ,ii""l ; 
3 mo. 6 a 

J w. addi. 
i tioMI. 

i ........ l 6 
~ ........ , II 
1 !!~0 7 
........ 7 

I 
I ........ 7 ........ 7 

174 1 6 
........ , 7 

249 7 
7 

'"22&"1 7 
7 

·c:::::: 
'"f.iii'' 6 

6 
ti I li ········! 

"'29i" li 

!i7 j ll 

·······•! li 
)OJ i 
4ti i 

.. ,!157l 
~ 

~ 
7ii 
= Cl 
Cl 

< 

~0,600 00 

12,000 00 

42,812 60 

7,000 00 
2,200 00 

2,615 00 
5,743 00 
8,500 00 
6,800 00 

15,200 00 
2,000 00 

2,743 00 
8.700 00 

33,475 00 
6,900 00 

33,012 50 
900 00 

19 ,2nn on I 
IU,WO 00 

36,t.ltl Oil 

2 ,ooo 110 

A 

~ 
·= r;-.! 
c::..~ 

"';jt/J 

= iCI 
iCI 

< 

. ..... , ..... 

············ 
············ 
$94,612 50 

I 

16,!1M 00 

............ ............ 
23,743 00 

"47; i75 ·oo · 

40,812 50 

R,571 110 76,017 00 

-- -

Dis tan celllaimed &t 102 mi\u. 
ce rl!cognr•ed at tbis Servi 

~um. Contract not ~xe· 
d. cute 

Serv1c e recognised ttt this sum. 
raut not executed. Cont 

....... 

Contra ....... 
....... ....... 

••• do. 

ct not executed. 
••• do. 

••• dfl . 
••• dll • 

10.441 Oil ...................... do. 
111172 (II) 

2,!l72 •10 
I ,415 00 1!>,900 Oil 

~.7211 00 3,729 00 
I ,S.U Oil 

12 ,OOll 110 J:l ,Sl3 00 
4 ,fiOO (Ill ·1,ti1JO O() 

5"7 ,20-! 00 

S. H. I-IOilniE. l'irll Jlssisl<lllt Postmaater G~nerul. 
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tu1.\ n ••.•••••••••••••••••••• 

457 From New llct!fonl I•' :\"all· : 
tucket ............ · • • • · · • · · ·! 

~01 Frnm New Ytork to Stuntn~- ~ 
; ton. Conn ....•.....• • .••••. 

802 I From l'\ew York In ::\urwich. 
f,f)fJJ) •••••••••••••••••••• :. 

so a From Nn· York to New H;~. 

ven, Conn ........... ·•·.· .•. 
808 From New York to 'f<•rnpklllo· , 

ville .••••••••••.• 
809 From New York to Truy ..••••. 

814 From New York w l'\11rth Shore. 
tHo pt .. From New York to l'ienuout •.. 

8!1) 

J 1119 
ll!l3 
121 ~~ 
):iU./, 

2210 

·~.Jti I 
-.?ttl'~ 

:,\11)~ 

:!~~~~ 
·.:'lip·. 

\ Frc•m !'tw t•·rh tn llral~;<'rort .. , 

I From White Hall '"St. Jol:n',, i 
1 l'ttuat!a .................... , 

I ' Frnn1 S.tlul•rja ~~~ ,;,.ll"LI ...•••. i 
Flt'l\l Lf·Wi~tttll {p (l:.:_JL'P~lHlf;.!. ,I 

J I·"'roln lirt'cnport In ~.I~ Harl,Pr.: 
1 Frnm l'\ew York"' :'>lidt!lt·tuwn . 
1 Pcoint. .\, J ................. 1 

Fn Ill lkil'du, X. )' .. '" T,kJc. i 

I Ohi•l ..•.•••••••.••...•.••. ! 
Fru~nBt~ll do.:\ )' ., I•! lJ•·tltJJt. . 

,\1 it•hr~~all ••••••••••••••••• , ' 

Fr•'m Cll<'illuatl. t ! .. '" :\lav,. 
,·illc, !\~ ............... : .. • i 

Frum :S:u,tlu~ky tc• D1tLd.,, \'. Y 

From J'\,,,f,,lk t" :l:lll:J''''n ... , .. ! 
From H ··hnruntl ·.::.1 Pttl'l'>!,ur;: : 

t•' ila.lunwn•, 1\ld .. ,. ..•••. ··I 
Frn1n :\ .. rf,JI, h· Ea•lllli·• .••••. 
F~<•lll :\"orlt•lk In ~mil !I 1/'11\'{, •.• 

l'o<•m \\'illllin;.::tnu I<> CiJ:ulL·~t.,IL: 
~outh Ca.r .. lina., •• , •• , ••• ,, •• , 1 

, l'll'lll l'rankl111 IJl'l'"t H• J'il'muuthl 
· Frolll t'h.tJI•"I••n. 1>1· Jlc,<1il;,rt,, 

t~1 ~a \'aw:ah, (;, un,£1'\ .•• , •.••• 
Fr<•lll ~'1\'lllllll\h I•J l'Ji.•:ln FI•J,,' 
From l'd·•:l;:t '" .\I•·\J .. :i\·1:1,.,,, •• 
J'J>llll l'.II,I:'IIJ••IIC\1<'•; :., .\pf'll· 
l~dllvnl:l •• ,, ., .. ,.,, ,, .... , , . 
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F•~~m L··nl"·.-dh" h' 1· (',q:o~. 
ltllli!tl ........................ . 

l'1··m ~t. J.nq: ..... ,,, \,.,., tllit'.'l•l-

1~~ '\li"'l \(,,& t o I 'o o o • 0 o o o o I o 1 I I o 

• .... co 
Remarkl c. ~B 

"ii ~~ :;:l 
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< < 
Jfilr•. I Jl[ilrt. \ 

~3 ..... S ~ ~~:.;: ~ :H~O 00 ............. Cnntrllctorsllrf' to be111lowed 

tl~ 

12Zl 

H2 

!!O 

)[,!) 

R 
2.} 

65 

IM 

3!l 
300 

lOS 

12 I .104 

64 
263 I,IJ37 

IS 

31ll 
57 
Ja HI 

176 
10~ 2~4 

!flO I 160 
:-~;,~ 3:)'-1 

~ 5 $100 a vel\f adt!itionlll, if thn 
nffices ~f Holm~s's Hnle Rnd 
Edgartown &hall vield s;o;so 

6 

6 

,; 

6 
14 

II 
{i 

6 

7~ lOllS .. i 

6 
li 

per annum. 

2,4311 00 $2 ,88S 00 From 25th Noven1her to 25th 

9,000 00 

1\f>lrrb. aervwt> is by packet 
from Wood's Holt'. 

4,239 00 .• , , ...... , , Offer of rlrp:utment. 

6,000 00' 

150 00 
13,750 00 

123 00 

For season of nnl'il!'ation, and 
3 times a day if regul:tr lines 
run so often. 

I ,011 00 ..•••..•. ···i Ofter of department. Pro rat!!. 
I fur this fl:lft vf the ront ... 

2,438 00 ...•• , .. , ••• Aud at the rnte $2.~3~ a vuar 
additional fur g-reater inad 
~crvic~ Jnnn~ tbe willt~r. 

I ,500 00 

I ,46S 01l 
I ,lilltt (10 

:!jO 00 

300 00 

............ 
41,486 00 . 

300 00 

Offer of depttrtme~ot. For EC:t· 

~on of n:tVI~atiou. 

du t!u. 

· ~ ~1a.il ca.rrio!•l at. one cent per 
'I ,613 00 · ........ ,.. : l~ucr nud hull' ••· t·ent (i,r 

ncw~plp•·r~. 

2,000 00 
I ,OU(i 00 I 12,613 00 

!198 00 

34,000 Oo 
!l!i/i Oil 
j 17 00 36.670 00 

C:.:"ntract. not ex"cll:cd. llu· 
riu~ ~tca.ml)fJH.t na\"i:.;-ation. 

36,525 00 , .•. , ......•. Contract nn~ c:>.ec•rtP.d. 
2,500 00 3!1 ,1125 00 

li,IJIJO 00 
7 .~liJ uo 

125 •.•••••• 

14,000 0(1 
7 ,/ill() ()() 
I /JII(I ()() dt'. 

t;.,o 275 

iO iO 

3 

2,1ill0 00 1.100 00 

2. jl)t) 00 :.' 'jl)l) 00 

;),')00111\ 3,51)1)(") 

6,'.!10 (II) 'fill~ ~rn ,er· emp:r,y~t! hy th~ 
trip tiH•"IiOi't U!l"-lll~. 

d•J d•J, 
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States. ·~ 
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T~rmiui. 

I
. ·; . ·E" 

!;~ :~ 

~-· ~~ : ~ -~ 
~~ i1 ~ ~ ~ i 

I ~ ~ ~ < . 

Remarke. 

; -----: ,lfil, •. -;;;;::.----.----~-----! 

1\•·ntocky ...• , .... , 5QCII 
i 

j From Luuinille to r\'ew Orle:Uis, . l 
Loni>ianll........... .. • .. • .. . I ,-l~'l $21 ,320 00 :I 

lo'rmn Louis,·illt• tto:-.hawn~t"town,: 

1

1 Illinois· ....................... 1 li7 3,060 110 : ............ ,Pro rata for 'teamboat part 
i or route. 

:}'rom Cincinnllti. Ohi, •. to Loni~· I I 
1 villt>, K .. ntut•ky ............. ., 1 1:1~ I ,757 3.850 00 • f.lS ,230 00 1 

Ahll>amu !i:>IH : lo'rum Guntrr', Laruliu~ to Be· ' I i 

catur ............. ........... 61 ........ • 4,32!100! J 

lo'r,•m Stfll•ktnn to 1\foloiiP .••.•.•. , :•.t 7,947 00 ••.••...•.• ·I Uruler a coach contraet. 
rrom l\luLilt• tu ;>ir,, Ool•·an~, I.a. Jti4 25!1 2-l ,000 tJO 36. 'l72 00 Di•tant'e eruhrllcinj! mtarme· 

1 
I ' , tliate offices, which are but 

:\li"i~,ippi........ '•ilti 
1 1 seldom supplied," 1>!o miles. 
, }'rum Vit·blmr!! to lH1.nn t·iry... 75 7!i I ,!1;5 110 I ,!4ib 00 1 

}'rom RPgtlll's Hlutt'to 1\'a]'olenn.· 178 17'! fi,()(l() 00 6,()(Jil (I() 1 Pro ratll li•r steamboat part Arkan,:u . . . . . . . . • b!4U-l 
I 1 of route. 

Lom~ianot ..•.••.•. ' Fnnn 1\'t•W Orlrnns '" ru\·in~IOII. 
Frnm Naw Orlelln> to li•th·cstun, · 
'l't'Xa~ •• •••• •• •••• •• ,,,,,,,,,! 

r From New Orluns to Shret~vcs.ll 6006 < ~·: ......................... !] bOO 

i 
6019 From St. FrAncisville to New 

Orleans .•••••••••••.••. , •••••. 147 
6062 From New Orleau to St. Francis. 

,·iJJe ••••.••••••••••••• , .•.••• 141 

Texn~. 6101 From Galvest<'n to Houston .• , , • 80 

1,SOO 00 

5 ,ow 1)0 

{ hw"''"] 
2,Jmool··· .. ·····{ 

I Natchi· 1 

tollhes, 17-l 
...... 'miles; I al 

/ week the/ 

"' '"'i RO~"' ! 7,000 00 

I ,29.'1 J I 1,200 00 17,120 Oil 

suI 1,2sooo 1,250 on 
--' i 

-·-s·:~"': .. : ....... i ............ 
1 

263,42!• oo 

Se.>n·ice pl'rli.orm<'J on<'e in fh·e 
day~. frnm Nuv. J. to July J. 
Pay 7!> Jlt!r cent. of Pfl•ta~es 
at Galvtston, Loth of its di~
tribution and dcli\'try. 

Service employed by the tnp 
through agent. 

Service employed at $200 per 
month till January 1, 1St~ 

~ 
S. R. HOBBIE, l'irll .fuut11rrt l'o1tmastcr Gc11rral. ~ 
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B. 
• 

Report :>j the .lluditor of the Post Office Department. 

Auonoa's OFFicE, P. 0. D., 
.TV'ovember 24, 1848. 

Sik: In submi~ting to )'OU, as I have now the honor to do, and in 
complianc<>with ynur request, my ~eeond annual report nf the opera 
tions of thi~ office for the past fiscal year-my former report hav
ing compri!-ed the operations for the two preceding years-! am 
happy to be able to state that whilst there has been no diminution 
pf the business1 but rather an increase, corresponding with the 
continual iJterease of preceding years, there has been no abatement 
of applicathn and exertion on the part of the clerks to the busi
ne.ss in its variou:> Lranches, .>r failure to despatch it in the due 
and regular time. 

In the year ending 30th of June, 1848, ~ixty-two ~housand and 
forty·eigbt quarterly accounts of postmasters have been examined, 
and the amounts of revenue arising therefrom asct-rtained. Nine 
tho}lsapd six bundred.and eighty-eight quarterly. accounts of con
tractors have been adjusted, and the balances due tht"reon reported 
to you for payment. In the former accounts, eight thousand nine 
hundred and ninety-seven t>rrors have been discoVEred and cor
rected. The corrections ba,·e been known to the postmasters, and 
sueh other explanations have been given as tht-y l1a ve thereupon l·e
quired. In tbt! latter, tl1e a•ljustments have been preceded by ob
taining e,·idence from the offices wl1ich were the tErmini of the 
Joutes, of the due performance of the service, and have involved 
the collection, as applicable in part to the payment of the con
tractors, of the balances o( postage~ in more than twelre thousand 
of the offices ~ituated upon their mail routes. 

ThP- minor branches of accounts, for the supply of blanks, mail 
bags, locks, keys, and stamp:;;, for advertising, for messenger ser
vice, and for special agents, as well as the incidental duties aris
ing out of the transactions of the department with indil·iduals and 
agf·nts of ever) kind; the registering of the accounts, and posting 
of the entries into the book@; the preparation, exhibition, and cor
rection of the balances due by direct demand, or the agency of 
postmasters, and the prosecution of suits; a:nd the correspondence 
growing out of the whole-these settlements and these duties in 
their several spheres and varieties have all kept pace with the two 
leading branches of business fir~t mentinned; have expanded in due 
proportion with them; and ha,·e been performed and despatched 
with equal promptitude and r,unctuality. 

Under th~ act of 17th May last, which authorized the existing 
scale of com mi~sions allowed to postmasters to be cast upon the 
postagu collected in a quarter, instead of the amount collected in 
a year, as directed by the act of 3d March, 1847, the accou11ts of 
DYe thousand three hundred and thirty-six persons have been read
jush?•l for the respective periods they \Vere severally in office, be
tween the 3d March, 1847, and the 31st Mar~b, 1848-say five 
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quarle"s. The amount which l'l?.s thus accrued, $112,213 4:1, has 
been ererlited to them, anti char~ed to the a-ppropriation for com· 
pensatio11 of postmasters for the last quartel' of the year. But two of 
the clerk:5 employe.d on this readjustment will b~ retained for a time 
to maice the necessary corrections growin~ out of these E~r~dits in 
the general accounts of those postmasters who remained in offic~ 
only for a part of the time, anti will ltave a portion of the apnro· 
priation of $2,000 for this employment unexpende'l. 

The correspondence of the office ior the year has included the 
receipt of eighty-four thousand ei~ht hundred and twenty-five 
letters, and packets covering certificates, receipts, returns, and 
acknowledgments, and the transmission hence of sixty-eight thou
sand and eleven cnmmunications of all kinds, whether written or 
printed. . 

The vital business of collection continues to be prosecuted in 
the manner stated in my last report, and the policy of making im
mediate demand, before there is titne for the sense of respoasibility 
to abate, or for temptation to misapply the public funds to inter
vene, has since been more abundantly vindicated. Three thousand 
one hundred and fifty·five postmasters went out of office in th£
year, indebted, as the accounts ba\·e been adjusted, in the 

·sum of .• ,,,., ••••• ,,,,, •.•.•.•.•••.• ,,, •..... , ..•• $67,681 06 
Of this sum there bas been alr£:ady eollected $40,90:1 98 
The items too trivial in amount for collec- · 

tion, or otherwise bad, am out to.,, •. , . • 61 42 
--- 40,966 40 

Leaving in the c.oursc of collection., ................ 26,714 66 
$978 72 of which has been put in suit. . 

The like balance forth~ preceding year, Pntling 30th June, 18!7, 
remaining aue, by my former report, was $23 1282 18. By Ct"rtain 
additional chargt's on the one hand, and credits on the ether, ~row· 
ing 011t of adjustment, this balanct! may be stated at , , .$23,287 01 
Of this sum there has been collected in the 

year .•••••••.•• , ••• , , . , , , • , , .• , , , , . , , • il8, 103 20 
The items too trivial in amount for collec-

tion, or otherwise bad, amount to.... . . . • 128 09 
~-- 18,231 ;29 

Leaviog in the conrsf~ of ~olleetion, •• ,, •..•••• , ••• , • 5,055 72 
Of which $1,638 12 has been put in suit. 

The balance of the year again precedin,~, en1ling 30th Jllne, 
1846, to wit: $10,009 43, as ~hown by my report, modifit~d as above 
by adjustment, 11· ay be stattld at. .................... $12, 96\J 93 
Of th\s sum there has been collE·cted in the 

year •• , •••••.• , • , , , •••• , • , •• , • , • , , , •• , $6,297 14 
The itetns too tri\·ial in amount for collec

tion, or otherwise oad, amount to ..• 0 •••• 510 46 
6,807 62 

I~eaving in the course of collection .......... , ..... , • 6, 16.2 31 
Of which •5 1079 60 has been put in suit. 
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The balances arising in the three fiscal years la~t preceding, re-
maining uncollectf'd, may therefore be stated as follows: 

In the year ending June 30, 1846 ................... $6,162 31 
In the ;year ending June 30, 184:7 ................... 5,055 7;!, 
In the year end~g June 30, 1848 .... ,, ............. 26,714 66 

37,932 69 

The balance for the last year of the three is large, reiatiYely to 
the balancts of the two preceding, only because of the brief space 
which has yet run for the process of r.ollection. More than half of 
this balance will doubtless be collected within the next three 
months, and but a very small portion be ultimately lost. The 
whole amount must strike you as amazingly small, compared with · 
the revenue of the three years, to wit: $11,538,614 95, being, in 
fact, len than one-third of one per cent. of that flmount. 

The balances due from late post~ asters prior to 1st 
July, 1845, as stated in my report, was ............. $323,598 40 
And as due to them • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . 13,196 08 

Leaving net •••••••• , •••••..•••••••••• , ••• $310,402 32 
By modificatio'ls in adjustment, including the charge of postages 

not reported, penalties, Interest and costs, and including a portion 
of the latter balances paid, the average balances due from late 
po!tmasters may be stated at., ...... , ............. $319,880 79 
Of this sum there has been co1lected during 

the year, ••• , ••••••••• , •.•••• , ••• , • , .$10,808 89 
There has been credited in account. ...... 51,709 83 
And there has been found clearly ·not col· 

Jectable •••• .' ••••••••••••• ,,,, .•••••. 2,704.28 
--- 65,223 00 

Leaving an average am~mnt of,, ••.. , •••.••• $254,657 79 
due to the uepartment. A great portion of this a:nount has been 
due, for m~-tny yf'ars; and althoutrh it is not intended to remit the 
efforts at coiJection, it is not probable that much of it will now be 
rea!ized. 

The number of su1ts in11tituted ,luring the year, by direction of 
this office, is ninety-one-inv:>lving balances due to the amount of 
t3,271 11; whilst the number of cases closed by recovery and col
lection is one hundred and eight, invohing the amount of 
tl0,655 68. 

But the busin~ss of collection is far more comprehensh·e in its 
present appli(~ation and advantage5:, than may be inferred from its 
results, thus detailed in cases of persons who have gone out of 
office, and in re~pect to accounts thereby brought. to a close. Its 
systematic extension and rigid tnforcement in relation to postmasters 
in office, and to R('counts still running, hRs, perhap@, had a still 
more b~nefirial ~ffect upon the revennes of the dtpartment. Of 
the sixteen thousand one hundred and fifty-nine post-offices in ope-
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ration during the year, the following cl-.ssification indicates the 
proct>ss relied upon by the d£>partment for realizing their quarterly 
postages: 

1,400 draft offices. 
800 depositing offices. 

1 ,430 8pecial office~. 
12,529 collection offices. 

• 

The first two closses are under the vigi~ant and exact manage
ment of your accomplished 3d Assistant, John Marro·il, esq. It is 
only in 1he cases of tbtse two descriptions of office, when a draft 
offiee bas failed to honor a draft of the depar~meat:, or its funds 
cannot be disbursed at the particular point; or a deposit office 
has failed to make its periodical deposit, or to make it for the full 
amount due, that the principle of collection is calleti into exercise, 
and this office proceeds to state the account of the postmaster, to 
ascertain the exact sum in band and provide for its colJection, by 
deposit, payment, or transfer, as the case may be. In respect to 
the two latter classes th<' special and collection offices-both under 
the direct supervision of this office, it is in constant rxercise to 
derive from special offices any surplusses, from time to time, in th_em, 
over and above the expense of supplying their mail: and to com
pel the collection offices to pay over to the contractors punctually 
at the end of, each quarter, and to the full amount, the quarterly 
postages due. By this process the first symptoms of default are 
checked and correctE'd, or the defaulter is put out of the way of 
increasing his indebtedness, and the debt placed at once in the 
course of liquidation, as the most certain means of preventing loss. 

The success of the Post Office Department in availing itself of 
its revenue, may challeng" a comparison with any ~ystem of fiscal 
management what81Ver. \V1thout any fund in reserve, it maintains 
an expenditure equal to its revenue, 'by a reliance merely upon 
the fidelity of more than sixteen thousand agents, who coJJect 
it from the people, anri upon a machinery adapted to reach it in 
their hands under all the difficulties arising from the extent of our 
country, and the diversity of its parts in population, habits, and the 
course and direction of its business. So remarkable an example of 
punctuality must arise, in part, from the national character of our 
people; but it must also, in part, be ascribed to the energetic ad
ministration of the deputmcnt. The punctuality of fiscal agents 
will be found in general in direct sympathy with the activity of the 
superintending powe.r. A systematic vigilance on its part once 
clearly established, will find but few disposed to s~t it at defiance; 
whilst instancu of the misapplication of public money to arise 
from remissness and neglect, will spread the contagious exam
ple of withholding (in the. hop~, perhaps, of finally retaining) it 
from the service of the go\'ernmcnt. 

As the re\'enue of the last three years bas thus been paid over 
to the U@P. of the dE'partment with unsurpassed punctuality, so it 
is gratifying to me to remark that it has been disbursed with equal 
promptitude in the payment of its public creditors. I am weU 
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persuaded that no instance has occurred of a d~m~tnd upon it, ad
justed in this office, which has not been promptly discharged by 
payment where the service may ha\·e been performed, or at some 
other point equdly acceptable to the party; and no delay has oc
curred in adjusting such demands, where the materials for adjust
ment were at hand; or where they were not, ih notifying the party 
of the obstacle in the way, and acting upon the case when that 
obstacle was removed. Delays of settlement can never be de-· 
signed or tolerated by a government which stands in the relation 
of agents to tlo that business for the pt!ople which they cannot do 
for thems~l ves. Such delays naturally and inevitably lead to the 
derogatory necessity or expedient of employing professional agents 
for the ordinary business in the departmen.ts, in,·ohing, on the one 
band, expense to the principal, and on the other, taking up more 
time, and requiring more labor on the part of the public office, 
and, withal, intercepting that direct communication between the 
parties, which should sen·e to foster and promote just sentiments 
of respect and attachment to their government on the part of the 
people. It has been my aim to ob•:iate any supposed necessity of 
this kind, in respect to settlements in my office; and at the same 
time, to enhance, by securing promptitude of payment, the 
value of the sums allowed, in the estimation of th& parties, as a 
consideration fairly to enter into future stipulatiops of service by 
making such settlements promptly and periodically, and, to a great 
extent, in t\dYanre of applications from the parties-an aim which 
I trust has to some extent been accomplished. 

Much pains have been taken to .give method and order to the 
business, and a practicable and comprehensive arrangement to the 
books anti files of the office. In 184:0, it was estimated that the 
time of two clerks, on the average, was takeq, up in finding thl! 
books required for daily re.ference. In 1841-'42, a great improve
ment was made, in restricting the books, with qualified exceptidns, 
to their several and proper places. They now number thirteen hun
dred and eight volumes, constituting a complete series of legers from 
the year 1776, and day books, journals, letter books, &c:, &.c., from 
nearly an equal period. An analytical catalogue, now t:ompleted, 
of the whole, together ~·ith a similar arrangement of the files, not 
only greatly facilitates the business, but promotes accuracy, by 
making the great body of archives at once of easy, not to say in· 
stan~ous, access. 

The fruits of these arraogemen ts are already manifest. In con
nexion with a more equal distribution of duties among the clerks, 
and the incentives to zeal and exertion, arising f1·om promotions 
where opportunities ha'\"e occurred, they have enabled the office to 
maintain the regular current of its business without any augmenta
tion of its clerical force, notwithstanding the great increase of its 
business (progressing annually) which bas taken plar.e since the 
year 1841, when the present number of clerks was provided. The 
dh·ersity of the functions of this office, arising froro its being the 
sole office of accounts for the defartment, and tht!refore embra
cing in its organization tl\e severa duties which, in respect to tbe 
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treasury, are shared by the auditor, register, comptroller, and so
licitor, demands a high relative degree of talent, as well as unre
mitting industry, on the part of its clerks. Their exertions to 
meet the increased business of the office, and to. prevent the de
rangement and loss consequent upon arrear in any part, deser\'e, 
as I respectfully conceive, to be known, to be considered, and ap
preciated. 

I have the honor to remain your most obedient servant, 
P. G. WASHINGTON, .lluditor. 

Hon. CAVE JouNsoN, 
Postma1ter Gene~al. 


