
REPORT 
or 

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

PosT On·rcE DEPARTMENT, 

Dtctmbn 6, 1847. 

Sra: On the 30th of June last, the post routes in operation in tbt
United States were 153,818 milt-s in e-xtent, and the annual trans
portation of the mails over them was 38,887,899 miles, as follows: 

On rJi)roads, 4,170,403 miles, at a cost of..... • • • • • • • • tf)97,475 
On steamboats, 3,914,519 miles, at a cost of....... • • • • 246,745 
In coaches, 15,209,00lS miles, at a cost of.. • • • • • • • • • • • • 912,462 
By other modes of inferior grade, 15,593,972 miles, at a 

cost of . • : . ••.....•.....•........•.......•. , . . . . . • 650,166 

2,406,848 

The increase in the extent of the routes since the 1st of July, 
1845, i.i 9,878 miles, and of transportation 3,253,630 miles. 

Since the 1st of July last, new routes have been put in operation 
8,239 miles in extent, at an allditional cost of $427943 per annum. 

The number of mail contractors in the service during the last 
year was 3,659; of route agents, local agents, and mail messengers 
connected with the mail service on railroads and steamboats, 186. 

At the lettings in the southern section during the last spring, in 
the States of Virginia, North and South Carolina, Georgia and 
}'lorida, the service was taken at greatly reduced r_riccs. There 
will be saYed in that section about $108,697 per annum; a re
duction of about 19 per· cent. from the former prices. This rtsult 
has he('n produced by that provh:ion of the act of 1845, which 
directs that the lowest bidder shall be accepted, without rt·gard to 
the former contra(~tor or the stock which he may have had em
ployed upon the road. The senice in that section has been iu
creasecl. 

A d(•tail of this brandt of the !iervic~ wiJl he founcl in the tablt·s 
of the Fir~t Aflsistant Postmastl'r Oencral whi<:h ac('ornpany thi10 
report, mnrkcd A ancl n, 1 to 7. . 

TIH· number of post offices in ,lw l'nitt~cl ~tatt·s, on the ht of 
July Ja~t, wns 15,1-16, showin~ an irlf'rease, t~~inct the 1st of July, 
1845, of 963. 'l'IH· nutnb('r cstal,Jishctl during tl11: year was H~W, 
and 284 dis('.ontinued. 

The chanJ:erS of po"tma!lltf'l'R during the y<:ar wNc 3,HJ0. Of this 
numhrr 2,153 were nppoinh•ti in cOIIKNJUenc ~~ of tlw •h·ath or n.·Aig
nation of thr former po~troa~;h·r~ ; 249 in C')nMc~ucncc of cha,ngin~ 
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the sites of the offices; 829 by the establishment of new offices ; 
216 were removed ; and of 3, whose terms of sen·ice had expirt'«l, 
the commissions \\'ere not renewed. The report of the Second As-
sistant Postmaster General, marked C, accompanies this. · 

Resignation, haYe bt·en less frequent since the passage of the act 
of the 1st of March, 18-&7, which directed an allowance of intreued 
rates of commi!lnions, and restored to the postmasters in the smaller 
offices the franking privilege, altbo1Jgh the actual increase of com
pensation is not so great as was expected or probably intended by 
Congress, at the time of its passage, or as the incre,sed business of 
the offices, under the reduced rates of postage, would have justified. 

The 14th section of the act of 18.25 authorize(l the allow&Jlce of 
commissions, not exceeding the rates therein spt:cified, "on the 
camouat recrit1ed '" 4AJ one qtu&rttr." The act of 184 7 directed 
their allowance "on the amou•t recei"td in a1&8 one year," at toe 
higher rates. This change in the mode of computing the commis· 
sions has had the effect of slightly increasing the compensation of 
the postmasters whose offices yielded less than t1,133 25, the in· 
crease being gradual up to t600, and on that sum the increase is 
only NO; whilst there is a gradual decrease from that sum of about 
7~ per cent. until the sum of ti,l33 25 is attained, and upon offices 
71elding that sum the compensation lo postmasters under both laws 
1s the same. 

In the offices yielding from the sum of tl,l33 25 to 14,511 25, 
the compensation allowed by the act of 18.25 exceeds that allowed 
by the late law, making a gradual decrease until the sum of t2,400 
is reached, when the loss of compensation amounts to $95. The 
loss of compensation is gradually diminished until the sum of 
",511 25 is reached, and at that point the cotnpensation under 
both laws is the same. At offices yieldin~ over that sum, the com· 
pensation to the postmasters is regularly mcreased 4l per cent. · 

It is believed that if the mode of computing the commissions by 
the quarter, as prescribed by the act of 1825, had been retained in 
the act of 1847, the increased rates would have been satisfactory, 
and would not have afforded 'a larger compensation than the addi· 
tiona} duties of the postmasters or the increased business in their 
offices would require. If the commissions were computed by the 
quar•er, the increase of compensation to th,e postmasters-

In offices yielding $10 would be.... • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • •1 
Do do 100 do ••••••••••••••• 1 • • • • • • 9 
Do do 1,000 do ••• ,, ••••• 1.... . . . . . . . . 95 
Do do 10,000 do ••• , ••••••••••• 1 ••• 1.. 577 
Do do 40,000 do •••• , ,, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1,927 

From the best estimates which can be made, the number c,f letters 
and papers passing through the United States mail 'luring the last 
year mny be stated as follows: 
Paid and unpaid single rates of 5 cents .......... 1 1 11 36,152,556 

Do do 10 do .. 1... .. . .. . 1.2,851,532 
Ship an•l steamboat letters, at 6 cents .••• 1 1. I 1. 1 • 1 1. 427,800 
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Ship and steamboat letter~ forwarded in the aaila 
from foreign countries, 2 cente added to the regular 
postage •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Drcppttd letters .•••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pri ot.ed circular lett~rs ..•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1313 

1850,980 
865~ 

1,025,301 
~---
f52,173,4~ 

~rbe free letters s~nt by persons entitled to the franking privilege, 
an•l those sent free \o the army, cannot be ascertainea with any 
de,tree of accuracy, but, it is believed, would not fall abort of 
5 ,OOO,QOO. · 

The newspapers passing through the mails annually are estimated 
at 55,000,000. Pamphlets and magazines at 2,000,000. The number 
of transient newspaper!!, paying 3 cents t'ach, cannot be ascertained 
w·tth any accuracy, as the postage is usually returned with that on 
letters. The dead letters passing through the offices anti returned 
tc• the department, as nearly as can be ascertained, number annually 
about 1,800,000, which, calculated at an intermediate point between 
tbe two rates of postage, wou-ld make an annual loss to the departt 
B&ent of $135,000. The newspapers, circulars, advertisements, and 
other printed sheets sent to the office!-!, and not taken out nor 
returned to the department, will not, probably, fall short of the 
r:umber of dead letters returned. 

The great lahor required of postmasters in the reception and dis
tribution of !'uch a number of letters and newspapers, in addition 
to the reasons before assigHed, would make it just and proper that 
the former mode of computing their commissions should be re
stored. 

The revenues of the department for the year ending the 30th of 
June last, including $65,555 55 due from the United States treasury 
for tbc postages of the government, appropriated by the 12th 
section of the act of the 3tl of March, 1847, and not drawn from 
the treasury, amounted to $3,945,893 31; exceed in~ those of the 
preceding year by the sum of $458,693 96,. being an VICrease of the 
last over the precec~ing year of 13 15-lOOths per cent., and falling 
short of the annua 1 average revenu(•s of the nine years preceding 
the 1st of July, 1846, by the sum of $418,731 34. 

Of this sum there was derived from letter postage, in~lucling the 
sum yet clue from the treasury for the government postages, the 
sum of $3,254,512 98, whieh exceeds the amount of letter postage of 
the preceding year $:372,tH5 24, making an increase of 12 93-lOOths 
per cent.; whilst it falls short of the annual average revf'nues from 
the same ~ource, for the nine Yl'ars prcc~ding the ht of July, 1846, 
by the sum of $553,479 91. 

In the same time·, th('re was derived from the poMtagcs on news
paper~~, pamphlets, &e., $643,160 59, making an incr(~aHc over the 
preceding year of •81,018 10, a'tul an incrraHe over the annual 
average of the nine preceding yenrfl of *114,181 Gl. 

This statement ineludcs the 1mm of $:35,60H 25, paid by the 
BritiKh governmertt for the tran111portation of ht>r clof'ed mnils from 

S'J 
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Bostoa to Canada, part of which properly bf'longs to the revt"aues 
of _preceding yeara, but was not pa1d until within the last year. 

The returns for the quarter ending the 30th Septt>mbt>r last haTe 
not be~ receiYed and adjusted in the auditor'• office, so as to en
able me to make a precise statement of its reTenues. A comparison 
of the returns from ' number of the larg('r offices with those frl'm 
the aame t'ffi!:~! !c: the corn:sponding quarter of the prece,hng 
year, indicates an increase of about 17 per cent. The expensu in
curr~d in conducting the smaller offices are so much more than in 
the larger ones, in prorortilln to their re,·enues, that the increase 
should not be estimated at more than 11 or 12 per cent.; nor would 
it be safe to P.stimate the revenues of the current fiscal year by 
those of the first quarter-they depend so ,much upon the arti\·ity 
in the trade and business of our citizens, which is always more or 
less affected by the condition of other countries, that it would not 
be safe, taking into view the C<'mmercial embarras~ments which 
exist in England and some other nations of Europe, to estimate the 
increase of the present year at so high a rate as that of the last, or 
to such an amount as the revenues of the first quarter would in-

.dicate. I, therefore, estimate the probable increase of the present 
year at 6 per cent. ~f this increase is real~zed, that, together with 
the •200,000 approprtated ·by the 12th sectton of the art of the 3d 
of March, 1847, for the postages of the United States, will make 
the revenues of the current year amount to 14,313,157, which will 
exceed the annual average re,·enues of the nine years before the 
reduction of postage, 151,46'7 65, and only fall short of the annual 
average expenditures for the same period '186,436 88, and will ex
ceed the expenditures of the last year $333,58'i. The expen
ditures for the year ending the 30th of June, 1847, amounted to 
t3 979,570 63, making_ only t33,677 32 more than the revenues. 

The expenditures of the present year will exceed those of the 
last by the following sums : 

For the mail steamer Washington •••• , ••••••••• , , • , , • 
For the steamer Hermann-, for 7 months .••••.• , ••• , ••• 
For cost of tlie mail routes established by the act of the 

3d of March, 1847 ••••••.••••••• , •••••••••••• , •••• 
Add for contingeRcies .•••••••••.• , , , , ••• , • , , , , •• , • , , 

.100,000 
58,333 

50,000 
20,000 

2~~8,333 

=-
From this sum may be deducted the savings which were made in 

the southern section at the lettings in the spring, amounting to 
t108,697. 
The means of the th:partment for the present year are 

estimated at •••••• • ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • 84,:Jl3,157 
Expen<litures estimated fol' thr same time., •• ,. , • • • • • 4,099,206 

J,eaving a surplus of .•••• •. , , , • , • , •• , •• , •• , • , •• , •• , 213,951 

It is gr~t\fyi~g to find that within "o flhort a period, after the 
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great reduction of the rates of postage, the reTenues of the de_Part• 
ment bat'e incn '\sed much beyond the ttxpectationa of the fraenda 
of the chtta~ postage system, while the expendittJres for the same 
time have damina!.hed more than half a milhon of dollars annuallv• 
and that the departmt-nt is in a condition to sustain itself without 
further aid from the treasury. 

Tht-ae rt-sults haYe bt-en proauced mainly by two important pro
Yisions atlopted in the act of 18&5 : 

1st. '(be reduction in the rates of postage hu product-cl so great 
an increase in the businttss of the offices that the revenues will soon 
equal those received under the former high rates. 

2d. The ttirection to the Postmaster General to contract with the 
lowest bidder, without the allowance of any advantage to the 
former contrartor, as had been the case before its passage, had the 
effect of enlarging the field of competition ancl reducing the price 
of transportation, except on railroads and in steamboats, to the 
lowest amount for which the •ervicc can be performed ; •nd wiJI 
reduce the whole cost of transportation, when the other section is 
let to contract under it, but little less than a million of dollan per 
annum from the formt-r prices. • 

It is not doubted that these results would have been still more 
favorable if the modificat~ons of the ·act of 1845, heretofore 
suggested by this department, had been adop~.ed. 

1st. Pri,·ate expresses still continue to be run behveen the prin
dpal cities, and seriously affect the revenues of the department, 
from the want of adequate powers for their suppression. 

2d. The privilege of sending sealed letters "in relation to the 
cargo" free over mail routes is the source of inuumerable frauu 
upon its revenues. 

• . 3d. If the single letter were made the quarter or third of an 
ounce, instt-ad of half, (except when written on a single s'heet of 
paper,) and pre-paid, or double postage required when not prepaid, 
the revenues of the department would have been greatly improved. 

4th. The postage on newspapers is unequal and unjust to the 
publishers themselves. The same postage is charged ()n l!ach, v•ith
out regard to weight. Many of the larger class of papera weigh 
over two and a half ounces each, and fay but one cent and a half 
for any distance over 100 miles, and i charged as letter postage, 
would pay, under 300 miles, 15 cents, and o\·er, 30 cents. Other 
papers weigh as low as half an ounce, only one fifth of that weight, 
and pay the same rates. Some of the larger size periodicals weigh 
over 12~ ounces, and pay 14l cents over ·100 miles, an•l if charged 
with letter postage would pay, under 300 miles, $1 30, and over1 .2 60. 1'his inequality of tax on the ditfer~nl publications should 
be regulated in some way; and no rcuon it perceived why the 
postage should not be regulated by weight, as on ]etters. The 
weight and bulk of the mails, which add so greatly to the co5t of 

. transportation an<l impede the progress of the mail, ~ne attributable 
to the mass of printed matter •laily forwardetl from the prinr.ipal 
citie11 in the Union to every part of the country. Justice requires 
that th,e ~xpens~ ~f their t,ran~.portatiCin should be paid by the post~ 
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age• cbar1ed oa them ; and it is believed that the praeat ntu 
would meet that object if the postages could be equalised and, ia 
all caaea, collected. 

~th. The payment of postage, or double postage, on aH letters 
passing through the mails for delivery within the Untted States, 
ancl pre-payment on letters clulined for for..-ign countrit>s not bttving 
postal arrugements with the lJ nited Statt>a, and on all printed 
matter. 

6th. The abolition or modific:,ation of the franking pril·ilege, so 
u to cover only official correspondence, for which payment is 
made to the department by the 12th section of th(' act of 1Sl7 .. 

These suggestions for the mo,llfic;,tion of the act of 1Sl5 have 
been presented in former n•ports of thi~ department, and :he reasons 
therefore gh·en more at large. To them I may now add, that since 
the introduction of posta~re stamps, as directed by the 11th section 
of the act of the 3d of Mareh, 1847, the pre-payment of letters 
would be lt>ss felt as an inconvenien<'e to tht• people than formerly. 

The favorable operation of the act of 1845 upon the finances of 
the department leads to tht~ conclusion that, by the adoption of 

• auch modifications as ha\·e bt•t>n suggested by this departmen' fpr 
the improvement of its revenut's, ancl the suppression of abus•~s 
practised under it, the prestnt low rates of postage will not only 
produce revenue enough to meet the expeutlitures, but lea\·c a con
siderable surplus annually to be applied to the extension of the 
mail service to the new anti rapidly increasing sections of our 
country, or would justify a still further rt•;.luction of the rates oi 
postage. In the opinion of the undersigned, with such modifica· 
tions Qf the act of- 1845 as ha,•e been suggt'stetl, an uniform less 
rate might, in a few yea1s, be made to cover the expenses of the 
department; but by its adoption the department would be com- ' 
pelled to rely upon the treasury for somt' years. At this time, 
during the existence of a foreign war, imposing such heavy bur
dens upon the treasury, it might not be wise or prudent to incrt!ase 
them, or to do anything which would tend to impair the public 
credit; and, on this account alonc,)eromm(•ndation for such a re
duction is not made. 

Postage is a tax not only on the business of the country, but ' 
upon the intelligence, knowledge, an" the exereise of the fnendly 
and social feelings; nnd, in the opinion of the undersignetl, should 
be reduced to the lowest point which wo,!lll cnaLle the uepartment 
to sustain itl'elf. 1'hat principle has been uniformiy actc!J on in 
the United States, as tlw true standar1l for the rf>gulation of post
age, and the ehcaper it can be made, consistently with that rule, 
the better. 

As our country expands and itf' circle of business and correspond
ence enlarges, as civili~ation progresses, it bccomea more important 
to maintain between tlu: different sections of our country a speedy, 
safe, nnd <~heap inter<:oursc. By so doing, energy is infused irJto 
the trnd~ of the country, the bul'iness of the pt'oplc cnlarJt(~d and 
mat!e more active, anti an irresistible impulse given to industry of 
every kind; by it ,wc1dth is crcatcu and dHI'u~,ed in numberless I 
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ways throughout the community, and the most aob1e aad generou 
feelings of our nature betw~rn distant frientla are cheriaJbed aacl 
preserve•l, ~nd the t·nion it~~lf more clo~ely bound together. 

After prel'f'J!ting the condition of the finan("~s, I thought it would 
not be unacceptable to subm;t ~tatement~ of theJ'perations of thot:e 
branrhes (\f the department ha,·ing control of them, as well as their 
organization, athl req•Jested the third usistant postmastpr gen
eral. John Marron, csq., an•l thr auditor for the ciPpartmPnt, P. 
G. Wn~hington, C~·l·, to tt•port to me the detailed operations or 
their office~ for the la~t two year!'; the latter being charged by pro
,·ision of law with the atlju .. tment of the nt·counb, u well as with 
the roHt>ction of tlt"bt!'; and the forrqer, b.; regulation, with keep
ing summary cash arcounts in a•h·nnce of the offit~ial settlements, 
so as to be prcpart'fl for the timely i!ll~uc of drafts and warrants in 
paymrnt of tht• halanrt·s rcrtificcl hy the auditor to he due from the 
tlepar:mcnt. These rrports, marked F. and F, exhibit the tluties 
assignt·d to eal·h, the great amo,mt of labor performed by tht>m, 
a111l the :r.t>al, punl·tuality, anll fidelity with which their dutif's are 
,]is(~hargell, as well as thost• of other officers connected with tbe 
coJirction anti disbursrmt>nt nf the rt•n•nues. It is with pleasure I • 
state that, of the 15,H6 postma5~tf'fs in the tT nited States, whose 
a~counts hat'e to be renrlt>rt·rl anti settled quarterly, there were 
only 154 rlelinqut>nt in making tht•ir returns at the ('lose of the last 
ynr, and most of tht•st• rast·s arose from an inability to supply 
some of the offices with' ma~ls, for the transportation of whi('h con
tracts could not be obtained on the new routes. In other cases, 
postmasters ltacf just entered upon the dutie~ of their offices; whilst 
some of the offices were vacant from inability to procure persons 
to discharge the duties. • 

The ~turns of dead letters are beliet"ell to exceed 450,000 each 
quarter. 

In the year t!nding the 30th of June, 18!6, there wel'e sent out 
from the department 2,340 dea•l letters, containmg .17,822. Of 
this number 2,021 were received hy the owners, containing •16,169; 
and 319 were rt>turned to the t!epartment, containing t1,653 49, of 
which $254 was worthless. 

In thr. year enlling the :lOth of June, 1847, there were eent out 
2,782 dead letter~, containing $21,055. or these 2,365 were deliv
ered to the owners, rontaining .19,474; and 417 returnc•l, contain
ing ti,580 93. 'or this sum $147 was worthles". During the two 
years, $1,911 5-i were added from thi~ source to the funtls of the 
department. Since the re-organization of the department in 1836, 
there has bef'n adrlell to it" funds, from the dead letter office, the 
sum of ti0,329 28. 

The exhibit F. likewiRe showA the number of letters rontarning 
other article~ of value, and the disposition madt! of thellJ. 

The maA!' of dca1l 1~tterA coming into thP. offic:e, for the trans
portation of whieh the ch•partmcnt receive!! no pay, is taken, except 
tho!!c containing ltrtidcs of value, and, under the supervilion or 
one of the e1crk!oi.of the department, burnt. If this immcn!le num· 
bcr of lettcJ'A could be returned to the writers, it is not doubted 
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that a Jar~ portion of them would be taken out and the postage 
paid. Tll11 would ba,·e been ordered, but the numbe• of clerks 
now authorized by law would be unable to perform such additional 
duties. A IarKe number of these dead letters is from foreign 
countries, addressed to emigrant citi%ens re!tidt>nt in the United 
States in a foreiga •languap;e; and, from mis,Jirel·tion, or the mis
understanding of the diret"tion by the postmaster!', ut>ver reach their 
destination. If the~e letters were ad,·ertil'ed, undu the direction 
of the Postmaster General, after they com, irto the dead letter 
oftice, it is believe,} that many of them woul'l finally reat"h the per
sons addressed, and the- postage- upon the-m wouM, probably, equal 
any e-xpenditure that would be required to meet that object. 

The table of the auditor exhibit~ the important faet, that the 
revenues for the- two years preceding the ht of July, 18&7, amount
in~ to about t7 ,300,000, has been rollt>cted, exct-pt t21 ,948 3.1, 
bemg less than one-third of one per cent. on the whole amount. 
The balance is believed to be goed, as, in most cases, indulgem·e 
has been given to the representatives of deeeasetl postmasters, or 
their sureties; whilst the whole amount bas been ,)isburst>ll without 

• the loss of a dollar, or is now in the trt>asury ready for use; th11~ 
showing that the large revenues of the department, collet·ted by 
over fifteen thou11and postmasters throughout our widely extended 
country. in small sums, from almost every citizen in the commu
nity, under the immediate supervision of those energeth·, faithful, 
and indefatigable officers and their subordinates, are at once made 
applicable to the expenditures of the department; and that, in 
practice, there is ao difference between the accruing re,·enues of 
the department and ·its available funds. 

The other assistant postmasters general, Messrs. Hobbie and 
Brown, and other officers connected with the department, have not 
been less ,·igilant, active, and energetic in the discharge of th£> 
duties assigned them. 

The regulations adopted by you early in the year 1845, providing 
for the due attendance of the offil~ers in tht: several departments, 
and for the punctual ,Jischargc of their duties, have been strictly 
comp]if:d with in this, and have infused great vigor into the regular 
bus~ness of the bureaus, inc1uding that of the auditor. . 

It may n~t be amiss here to state that, in thr regulation of the 
salaries of the bureau offict>rs in the city, the three assistant post
mastrrs general, wl10se duties are as important to the t".ountry, and 
require 8S much talt>nt and labor, as any other, have been left much 
less than otbt•r officers performing similar services; •and justice re
quires thnt tbt•y should be placed upon a footing of "qualuy. 

The' expenditures of th(• clrpurtment, for the year ending the 30th 
of June last, amounted to $3,979,570 63, which is less than those 
of 1ht• precedir.~ ;·ear by the sum of $96,466, and Jess than thf' 
annual aver·age expenditure of the nine years preccdiug the 1st llf 

July, 1845, by the sum of t520,022. 
The pdnd~al item of cxpcncliture is the sum paid the contractors 

for transportmg the mails. In the last year there was paid for 
traJJRportuti~n ,2,476,455 68. • 
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The compenntion oaid to nilroada of the &nt clau ia ~ueh 
more than that paid for the inff!iior grades of senice, in proportion 
to tlae length of routl's or the llmount of service performed, which 
inducctl me, in a foran!-"r rl'port, to rel'ommend a reduction of the 
maximum allo\\·e•l for that chss of st·r,·ice. 

The principal routes of the first class an thosl' extending from 
New York, by Philaclelpbia, \Vast.ington, ancl Charleston, to Ata
lanta in Georgia, ancl to Montgomery in Alabama, o\"ez which the 
great !'outhern mail is transported; anti from Baltimore to Cumber
land, over which the print·ipal western mail is taken, ancl they are 
paid the maxi~num sums allowecl by law-for single daily service 
at the rate of *237 50 per mile, ami for more than one daily trip at 
the rate of $300 per mile. It has been found useless to attempt to 
l'Ontract witb railroads for a less amount than the maximum alle>wed 
by law. They ar.: gt>nerally without competition for the mail ser
,-ice, and the contention u·ith the department seems to have been, 
from the passage of the act of 1838, to obtain, under one prdence • 
or another, more than the amount prescribed in that act. The 
phraseology of that act, anti of the subsequent acts, is of a char
acter to admit of l'Ontroversy as to the meaning of Congress, and: 
it has been the fruitful source of annoyanc:e to tlie department, and, 
occasionally, of much puolic inconvenience. 

The 2tl section of the act of the 7th of July, 1838, made 11H 
railroads post routes, and directed the Postmaster General to have 
the mails transported oYer them, "pro,·icled he can have it done 
upon reasonable terms, and not paying therefor, in any instance, 
more than 25 per cent. o\·er and above what similar transportation 
would cost in post coaches." \Vhat Congress meant by "similGr 
transportatio1f." became an important, as well a& difficult, question. 
The Postmaster General finally decided it by taking an average of 
the cost per mile of the coach service between Baltimore and.:.Cin
cinnati, the most important and rapid, as well as the most expen
sive, in the United States at the time. That was found to cost 
8190 per mile, to which 25 per cent. was added, making the sum of 
*237 50 per mile, as the maximum for railroad sertice. This de
cision gaYe great dissatisfaction to the companr whose road lils 
between this city and Richmond, nor was it satisfactory to some 
other companies who performed more than one trip daily; and the 
Postmaster General reported the facts in his annual report of the 
3d of December, 1838, and invitf:d Vongress "to correct the con
struction given the law of the last session, if too liberal or too 
strict; or to resort to such further enactments as the public in
terest may sePm to require.'· 

On the 22d of January, 18~9, Congrrss again took up the subject, 
and another act passt!cl, JH•Jhibiting thl· Postmuter General from 
aJJowing more than $300 r,cr mile per annum "(,or the conveyance 
of one or more tlaily mails ' upon any railroad; ' provided that no· 
thing in thiH act shall be 1w construed ltR in any way to remove Ol' 

impair tlu· limitations upon tlw power of t}h Postmaster Gt.."!leral 
impoRcd by that section," ( th(• 211 t·wction of thP act of 1838.) If 
1he, wonJ1.;," rmc or morl' '.":•ily mails~' he coru1trued to authorize the 
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payment of t300 per mile for a single! daily trip, it is in direct con
flict with the proviso in the 1ame !lection, which expressly sayea 
the restrirLions in the act of 1838. 'fhe restriction was to 1237 50 
in lht: act, as construed in the department .and communicated to 
Conp;re~s; and. ht>nce it was settled in the department at the time 
that •237 50 was the limitation for single daily !'ervice, and 1300 
per mile the limitation for more than one trip daily, and this con
struction has been uniform since in the department. 

The 19th section of the act of the 3d of Man·h, 1945, rr.ade it the 
duty of the Postmaster General "to arrange and divide" the rail
road routes, inrluding those on which the service wa~ performed 
par'Jy by railroads and partly by steamboats, into three classes, 
ant! authorizecl him "to contract for conveying the mails with any 
i.. ·.1ch railroad company," either with or without ad'ff': tisement, 
,. 11rovided that for the conveyanc•:! of the mnil on any railroad of 
the first class he shall pay no hig'ner rate of compensation than is 
now allowed oy law;" and fixed the maximum f· ·I' the se.:ond class 
rai!rofJtis at $100 pn mile, and for the third class at 150--an in
t:r;u .tlity in their compE'n~ation that cannot be easily or r.atisfac
\r :ly explained. After the pa~Hage of this ar.t, the subject wa~ 
RJ!,.alD taken up in the departmE'nt, and considerecl with great care. 
The act of 1845, limiting the power to pay on the first rlass routes 
to the amount "now allowed by law," was regarded as adopting 
the maximum settled and prescribed in the dE'i>artment from the 
time of the passage of the acts cf 1838 and 1839, for that class of 
service, with as much certainty as if thl' precise sums had b£'en set 
down in the law in so many words or figures. The act did not 
specify the maximum. for steamboat service when connected with a 
railroad, though necessarily implied in the language us£'d, an1l the 
power to contract for the service of either, without advert:sement, 
was given. As steamboat servit.=e had always been treated in the 
department, and justly so, as nn inte1 iN grade of service to that 
of railroads-being mui:h less expensive anti le~s expeditiou8-and 
superior to that of coaches; and as the Jaw had settled the maxi
mum of railroad service at 25 per cent. above c:oach service, an in
teftnediate point between the two was believed to be fair, just, and 
liberal for that class of service, and twelve arHl one haif per cent. 
less than the allowance to railroads was adopted as the maximum 
for that kind of Rervice when eonnectccl with ·railroads. 

The classification, as welJ a·3 the price~t, ha,re given rh1e to occa
sional complaints among the companies ownint~ railroads and steam
boats, though the service ha111 been generally well and satisfactorily 
performed, and paicl for at tht~ price A above stated. 

Some of the rompanie~, pl!rforming Ringle daily service, insist 
that the maximum of $300 pc·r mile for "on• or morr" daily trips, 
authori,;cs the payment of more than 8237 50 per mile, and dt•mand 
a larger RUm. Otherfl contenrl that the prrformance of the Rervie.e 
in the night will justify tht! payment of 2.5 per crnt. upon the 
maximum. Others insi~t that there is no limit upon the price for 
l'teamhoat Rervice when connected with n railrofHI, nnd claim 
enough on the steamboat part of the route to make what thc1 
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allege to be an "ade1ur.te c-ompensation" for the serv ce on the 
railroads. In other ca~es, railroads connectin~ and -j>erforming 
portions of the trip over th<' same road, but in dtfferent cars, ~laim 
double pay over a part of the same road. In other cases, roads 
running parallel with each other, serving the same offices, and 
under the r.ontrol of the same directors, claim the maximum for 
service on <'ach road. 

The department was 1ot insensible to the many advanta~es which 
the government and the community derh·c. from the e~tah1i!(hment 
of railrouds by the eni('rprisc of the dtizen~ and the States, and 
the benefits to be tlerivec.l from tltt.•m in a periotl ~r war, in the 
transpprtation of troops and mttnitions of war from one part of the 
country to anolh('r, as wt.•ll as the inrrt•ased expedition giv~n the 
mails, and sought to t>nforC't> the Jaw in its true spirit and meaning, 
and with that liberality which !'hould charactni?.e the transactions 
of the gon·rnment wit1& its citizt.·ns. It settJetl the maximum for 
the different classes of ~t>rvict>, as above stated, and nt once offered 
it to the companit>s. It W;\s tliffi<'ult, if not impossible, to dis
criminate in the pay, hctwt•et: tht• t!itft·n·nt_ roac.ls of the same class, 
by the speed with which the mails were taken, by the goodness or 
badness, directnt·ss or circuity, of thP roacls, or by the ice that 
would impede the progress of the mail~ on some routes more than 
others; or by the dangPrs ineicl<·nt to their transportation on the 
open sea, in the sounc.ls or Jah•s. !twas believed that fairness and 
equality of rompensation, among those of the same class, perform
ing similar ser,·ic(', would he more nearJy attained by such a course 
than by attempting to discriminate for any such causes. The 
m~ximum rates thus settled by the department are belie\·ed to be 
lib~ral, and greatly beyor.d the prices paid for transportation of 
any other kinrl in the country; nor has a contract been ma,le since 
the passage of the act of 1845 for a greater sum. There is but one 
cue known to the department, since the passage of the act of 1838, 
in wllich a greater sum than $237 50 per mile, for single daily ser
vice, has been paid; that was to the company owning the road be-
tween this city and Richmond. . ' 

The Fredcncksburg ar1d Ri<~hmond company refused to contract 
for the service under the dccisi,ln of the Postmaster General in 
1838, although the cost of the service by steamboat and coaches, 
prior to the making of that roacl, was only $5,445; and, in conse
quence of their refusal at the maximum pri<~e, arrangements were 
undertaktn for tran!(porfmg the great FtOutht>rn mail from Baltimore 
down the bay. This rcntron·rsy, probably, Jed to the pas~age of 
the act of the 22(1 of .hnuary, 1839, in which the decision of the 
Postmaster Gt>neral Wi'.S confirmed. The company yie},}eu and 
took the great sonther11 mail over their road at $237 50 per mile, 
anfl were pni1l that Mum from the 1st of January, 1839, until the 
30th of Junr, 181:\, wl1cn the st>rviel' wa~ to be w-lct. At these 
lc-ttingFC, increased con,pcntmtion wal' a~ain deman1lcd by the same 
company, of my imrned 1ate prcdccc~sor, arnountiug in the aggregate 
to Dl'ar $300 pt•r mile. 'fbey were offt!rcd .237 fiO; the mail was 
rtfused, without more pay. The controvcny waM, however, settled 
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by a reference to the late Pre~ident Tyler, who decided to allow 
them $19,500 for the railroad sen·ice, or at the rate of t260 per 
mile; and the sen·ice was thus continued until the 1st of July last, 
when the contracts were again to be let. They were offered the 
maximum price, $237 50 per mile, for railroad service, and 126 
per cent. less for the steamboat service, which amounted to .17,971 
for the railroad, and 811,291 for thf' stearuboat service, making 
829,262; less by $2,990 than the amount received under the award 
of President Tyler. 

This company, at first-, demand~d for the sen ice t36,500, w':lich 
exceeded their old pay $4,248, but, finally, yielcled so far ·as to ac
cept the pay allowed by the award. of Mr. Tyler. I could make 
no such contract, because the demand exceeded the price wllich I 
was authorized to pay by the settled adjudication of each of my 
predecessors, since the passage of the act of 1838, as well as by 
myself, and recogr:izell by Congress in the acts of 1839 and 1845; 
nor would I have done so if the law had permitted m~ to pay higher, 
because, in my judgment, the sum demanded was greatly beyond a 
just an(l fair compensation for the servic(!; and because e\·e.ry other 
first class road, performing single tlarly senice, which had been 
let to contract since the act of 184f,, had accepted the rate offereil 
this compa•y, and wt:re performing the sen ice for it; and I could 
see no reason why this company should be paid more than others, 
especially. those which perform the service over their roads both 
ways in the night, whilst this company performed the service most 
of the year in the day time. 

Before the establishment of this railroad, the mail to Richmond, 
in steamboats and ce:>achcs, cost $5,445 per annum, 'and the price 
~aid since 1843, for steamboat and railroad service, has increasetl 
to $32,250 per annum," hilst transportation of everything else than 
the mail has been greatly reduced. 

Th-e company declined the sen·ice, and arrangements were in 
progress for a contract to take the great southem mail from Balti
more down the bay in June last. The president of the company, 
Mr. Edwin Robinson, professed a willingness to continue the ser
vice, and trust to my sense of ju.stic~ for an additional compensa
tion. Believing that the services of the road would be more a·~
cep.;able to the public than any other, after explainin~ to him fully 
my settled opimons of the law and mj duty under 1t, I agreed at 
once to permit the service to be continued, and aban<loned the ar
rangements by the bay route, which could, at that season of the 
year, have been advantageously made. The service has been con
tinued, undt·r this arrangement, since the 1st of July last. On tlw 
26th rlay of October, a formal notice was given the department that 
the company would dedine taking the mails after the lOth of De
cember, without aflditional pay. Would it be unreasonable to sup
pose that the president of the company, in his ('ommuniration, in
tended to induee the department to· continue the mails 011 the roatl 
without n written contnd, a~: had been the case sinec 1843, until 
the opening of wintcl' an~ tbc meeting of Conp;ress, under the e:(
pcctatiori thnt no arrangement could be made for the !icn·ice in the 
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winter; ori il made, that bad roads, ice, &c., would render the ser
vice irregu ar, and create more dissatisfaction in the ~ublic mind, 
and the departm•nt or Congress, or bo.th, might be IDduced the 
more readily to]ield .to the exactions of his company. The com
pensation ofFere to that coanpany is at the same rate for which the 
senice is performed from Richmond to Petersburg, toW eldon, and 
to Wilmington; from Charleston to AugUiita, and to Atalanta, 
taking the same great south('rn mail, and some of the roads per
forming the sen·ice both ways in the night, and one of them with 
mor.e speed than is gil'en ol·er this route, where the sen·ice is in 
the day tiJue for a great proportion o~ the year. 

The <'Ompensation offered for steamboat sen·ice from this to 
Aquia creek, is ttt a much higher rate than is paid upon any .steam
boat route in the United Statt's, except the sea route between Charles
ton and Wilmington, which is pahl at the same rate offered this 
company. From Louis\·ille to Cincinnati, about 140 miles, the an
vice is rendered daily in steamboats, at t3,800; from New York to 
Troy, about 150 miles, daily in steamboats during •.he season of 
navigation, about nine months, for the sum of $13,750; from New 
York to Stonington, about 125 miles, the mail is taken daily in steam
boats for the sum of $9,800; and so on other routes; whilst on this 
route, of 54! miles long, they demand $12,752, and on the·railroad, 
t19,500. Arrangements have been completed for the transporta
tion of the great southern mail from Baltimore down the bay; and, 
though the sen·ice may not be so good as that over the railroad, yet 
there will be no serious inconvenience experienced, except in Vir· 
ginia near this route, where it will be impossible to give the same 
expedition to the mails by an1 other conveyance. To ob,·iate this 
inconvenience as far as practicable, I then oJfered the company one 
hundred dollars per mile, for taking the local mails to Richmond, 
which is the highest price, autborizetl 'by the act of 1845, to be paid 
to railroads for second dass service. For taking the local mails, 
no higher classification of that or any other route could be made. 
This offer was likewise refused; and the local mails will be sent 
hereafter by stages from this to Richmond; and this service and the 
transportah.on of the great mail down the bay, will continue until 
the first of July, 1851, unless Vongress shall otherwise order. 

This, and similar efforts on the part of a few contractors in other 
sections of the country, to obtain under one pretenre or anotllcr, 
higher prices than the maximum rates settled in the department, 
have produced mueh inconvenience to the public; and, if practica
ble, ~hould be avoided in future. This can only be accomplished 
by such a modification of the Jaw, as will give a more precise and 
certain basis for the adjustment of their compensation. 

It affords me grent pleasure to say, that a very lRrge pwportion 
of the companies owning railroadH and Ktcamboats, have acr~t'ptrd 
the terms of the department, and perform th(· public tien·icc with 
great energy and rt!gularity, and to the satisfaction nf the public, 
as well a~o~ of the department. 

1'bc service to Oregon from Charleston and Panama, as llirec
te•l by the 6th section of the act of the 3d .Mar~h, 18i7, has 
not bet'n put in operation. '1'!1e usual advcrtist·ments for the ser· 



laM Ex. Doc. No. 0. 

vice were made, and no bicl was receiYed for the service, within 
the limitations of the Jaw, that could be acct"pted. A bid for 
a portion of the service from Charleston to Ha•ana, was made 
by Mr. M. C. Mordecai, of Cbarlestt>n, which was acceptccl by 
the department upon condition that it should be approved by Con
gress, and an appropriation made for the payment. This was done 
upon the supposition tbat Congress might still desire the f~stablisb
ment of this important line to Oregon, c\·en if more money hnd to 
be paid than the sum limite. in the law. The whole sen·ice will 
probably cost more than double the amount appropriatecl. The 
crntmctor is of untloubted ability, and will put the line.in opera
linn should it be the pleasure of Congress to sanction the con
tract. An estimat~> for the recessary sum for his payment will be 
submitted. 

M ueh anxiety has been manifested in some parts of Florida, for 
this line to touch at St. Augustine, and other points c n the penin
sula; but as no bids were rt!C(•ived for such senicc, although in
vited, it could not be done. 

At the earnest solicitation of the citizens of Florida, I have in
vited proposals under the 8th section of the act of March 3, 18!5,. 
"to provide for the transportation of the tnail betw('en the United 
States anti foreign countraes," for a line of steamers touching at the 
prinripal ports on both sides of the peninsula, in a smaller class 
of steamers than those contemplated by the 6th section oi the act 
of the 3tl March, 18i7. As it is not probable that any revenues will 
be received from the offices to justify such an expenditure, I 
thought proper to in.,rite the proposals at a time when Congress . 
would be in session, th"t it might be decided by that body, whe
ther other considerations than those connected with the Post Office 
Department, would induce it to make the necessary appropriations 
for the service. Such a class of steamers as could readily enter 
the different ports on t.he Gulf of Mexico in the service of the Post 
Office Department, would be of great importance to the ·citizens re
siding ~n the coast, who ere almost entirely drstitute of mail fa
cilities; and would increase rapidly the sale and settlement of the 
public lands, and might be made of still more importance in ~he 
protection of the general revenues. 

It hu been suggested that this service may be performed without 
much additional expense to the country, by the f?mployment of 
steamers now under the control of the War and Navy Departments, 
and belon~ing to the government, whenever they can be diverted 
trom their present Aervice. During the past year, the vessels in 
the employment of thz War Department, have tranro;ported the 
mailH between New Orleans and 'rampico and Y '!ra Cruz, for the 
army, and no reaflon i~ perceircfl why n flimih.· .. crvice may not be 
renderecl, after the ~!'"lse of the war. ·,)the duter«!nt port3 on the 
coast of the gulf. 

The conveyance nf the lT nitc(l Statf:: mail to and from Europe 
wa" authorize1l hy the ar.t of ~~ongre"s of the 3,1 llf March, 18t5. 
U ndcr its rcquirc;-.;\.ntN, n stf'am-ship line from N cw York to Bre
mt>n, in Germany, was organiz~d, touching at the port of Cowes or 



Ex. Doc. No L 

Southampton, in England, with the pri1'ilege of calling, on altrr
nate trips, at Havre, in France. The plan was submitted to Con
gress in my annual report of December, 1845; was approTed, and 
an approprtation made for it. That senice has partially been put 
in operation. The first ship, the Washirasi.on, enterr:d upon the 
service the Jst of June, and returned in July. She has performed 
a st•cond trip, commencing in September, and is now abroad on her 
third voyage. Her con!'truction was barely completed befort: she 
proceeded with the mails to Europe. The performance of this 
vessel on her first ,·oyage was nec~ssarily of an experimt>ntal 
character. Deft!cts in some of the details of her construction and 
machinery manifested themsehcs; owing to which her speed dad 
not equal public expectation; but subsequent alteaati\)ns pr9duced 
a decidt>d improvement; and her last Yoyagc, as compared with 
those of the English and French steamers, furnishes gratifying 
evidences in her f<n·or, both for speed ancl safety. She was con
structed under th<' faithful anti ~ctive supcn·ision of Lieut. Thomas 
Brownell, of the United States Navy, whose attention is continued 
to the building of the other ships of this line now in a course of 
construction. 

On commencing this serYicc, it be~ame apparent that more know
ledge than was possessed in the dt>partment, l:oncerning the mail 
service in other countries, with which this line was to be connected, 
should be obtained; and that it should be ascertained whether 
specidl arrangch~"nts with those countries would become nec~ssary; 
and, if so, to have i.hem made without delay. For this purpose, I 
sent out. as the special a:.;cnt of the tlepartm('nt, the first assistant. 
postmaster grnt>ral, S. R. Hobbie, esq., who went in the Washing
ton, and re111ained in Europe during the interval between her two 
voyages. 

On his arrival at Southampton, on the 15th of June, Mr. Hobbie 
met a hostile movement of the English government against the 
line of American mail steamers, in a post office order issued the 9th 
of June, by direction of the lords of the treasury. . This or\ler 
subjected all letters and newspapers, conveyed by, the Washington 
to England, to the same charge of postage as if they bad been 
conveyed in the British steamt-n,_at ·.heir own expense. The mails 
made up in this country fo-r France, and left at Southampton ~o be 
forwardt~d to Havre, were subjectf'd to the same charge; and all 
were required to be sent to the London post office. It being his 
duty to proceed directly to Germany, Mr. Hobbie made a full com
mumcation to our Minister at London, 'and placed the matter under 
his immediate charge. ShortJy afterwards he rE>paired from Bremen 
to IJondon, and umted with Mr. Bancroft in efforts to effect a with· 
drawn] of the order of the 9th of June, and the adoption of a re
ciprocal postal arrangement between the two countricH. The 
British government persisting in their order, he returned to the 
Continent, and resumed the prosecution of his mail arrangement" 
there. .. 

In the mean time, notice having been given to this dcpartml'nt 
of the cour8e 11dopteci by the British post officr, the undenignerl 
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immediately gave notice to the Postmaster General of Great Britain 
for the abrogation of all agreements existing between the two 
offices, which, at the expiration of three months, annulled the agree
men~ entered into in 1844, for the transmission of the British closed 
mails through the United States to Canada, as well as the arrange
ments heretofore made for the collection and payment of the post
ages of the United States in Canada. This was followed by an. 
ofFer of terms for a postel arrangement between Great. Britain and 
the United States, mformally submitted to our minister by the 
chancellor of the exchequer. Mr. Hobbie having again joined 
Mr. Bancroft in London, the application for a rescision of the order 
of the 9th of June, during the pendency of the negotiations, was 
renewed, but without S'Jccess. On the .2.2d of October, a solemn 
P!otest in behalf of tl-.e U nitt>d States was made by the American 
Minister in London, addressed to Viscount Palmerston, against the 
•njust and illiberal act oft~ British government-a copy of which 
accompanies this report, marked D. The terms for a postal ar
rangement, submitted by the chancellor, were deemed objectiona
ble, and a counter-proposition was made in behalf of this dt>part
ment. InterYiews and discussions followed. At length, the Brit-_ 
ish Postmast ~r General restated the terms of his proposition, with 
some modifi ·<ttions, but still retaining some of the most objectiona· 
bl~ f ~atures. 

In France, Major Hobbie found a willing rlisposition expressed 
to adjust arrangements with the United States, for optional pay
ment of posta~e, and for the est'lblishment of rates unif,. m between 

. the two countnes; bqt that they could not be effected a·. the present 
time. The order of the British government i.aposes double post
age on our mails to France, which have to be landed at Cowes or 
Southampton, as wt>ll as upon those to England; and wailst that 
order is in operation, it is impossible to place them on a reciprocal 
footing with those conveyed direct to Havre by the French steam
ers. This exhibits, m a still stronger light, t.he injustice of the 
British regulation of the 9th of June last. There are no regulations 
of the French post-office, subjecting the mails from the United 
States to any special burdens or delays. 

His mission to Germany was su~cessful. He met at Bremen, and 
Frankfort-on-the-Maine, representatives of severaJ of the post · 
establishments~ and through the agency of the post office at Bre
men corresponded with others; all of which resulted in certain 
regulations, which he has brought with him, and submitted for my 
approval. These, together wifh his investigations into the opera
tions of the post office systems abroad, with the view of ascertain
in~ what improvements may be introduced into our own, will con
stttute, hereafter, the subject of a special report. 

The obnoxious order of the British postoffice of the 9th ot June 
last, discriminating against the American steamers, is not the only 
advantage which the Bntish government has over that of the 
United Statu, as the laws of the two countries nO'W stand. It is 
un,\erstood that, by the laws of Great fritain, lct'Len sent from the 
United States in transient vessels, to Or Jat Britain, have a postage 
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of eight-pence or about sixteen <-ents to pay for deli\"ery, termed 
the ship postage; whilst lette-rs sent from E:tglatul to the l~nited 
States art> charged only six· cents when dcli\"ere(l at the offi<-e in 
which they are deposite(•; 9.nd but two cents when forwarded in 
the United States mails, in addition to the regular postage of the 
United States. Letters mailed in the United States for France, and 
sent through England, are charged, in addition to the sea postage, 
ten pence, equal to twenty ct>nts, for transportation froM South
ampton to Hane; whilst upon letters from Great Britain to Canada, 
paFsing from Boston to St. Johns, a much greater clistance, the 
United States only charge fhe ct>nts-one quartP.r of the amount 
rharged on American lcttt>rs 1,assing through England. In Eng
land, the inland po~tage is murh lowt>r than in the United States, 
whilst the ship and transit postage on foleign letters is much 
grealer. The S('a postage between the two countries is about the 
same (twenty-four cents)-a rate, in the opinion of the undersigned, 
muck too high for the interest and ronYenience of both countries. 

In England, it is understoocl that the foreign postages are, by law, 
under the control of the lords of the treasury, and may be changed 
as circumstances render necessary. A similar power should be 
given to the Postmaster General, or some other authority ·in the 
United States, so as to secure, if practicable, fair and just mail ar-
rangements between this and foreign countries. . 

In the opinion of the undersigned, the sea {>Ostage should be re
duced, and the 'hip postage, as it is called m both countrieos, be 
made the same. Letters delh·erecl into the offices of either shou)d 
be treated, in all respects, and transported in their mails upon the 
same t~rms that they are taken for their own citizens or subjects. 
Some such arrangement would be mutually beneficial to both, and 
should be insisted upon b7 the United States, and can only be se
cured by further legislahon, gh·ing authority to regulate the fo
reign po~tages by agreement between them. 

Whilst I cannot doubt that further time and consideration will 
bring about an amicable adjustment ef this t mecessary interfer
ence in the intercourse between. the two cotthlrics,' it becomes my 
duty to report these fac.:ts to you, and urge that the early attention 
of Congress be invited to this subject. Whilst this stat .. of things 
continues, the British government, by their order of June last, ap
propridtes the American steamship Washington, to their own usc, 
so far as postage is to be derived from it, as fully as if it wt>re her 
own, cfltablished and maintained at her own ~xpense; and this for 
the avowed purpose of protecting the British mail steamers against 
1.hoRc of the United Statl'n. 

This interruption, in the intercourse b('tween the countries, has 
led to the establishment of an E'Xprcss line, in MontrE'nJ, for the 
a\·owccl purpof'e of transmitting ll'lt~rR, to the Driti~h steamers, 
throu!!h the U nitecl States, out of the mails. Proper in~trwctions 
have been givf!n for the arrest and proset·ution of all persons <'OD· 
necterl witb, or using this line, in every Slate through whicb it 
passes. • 

The pl>naltin imposed by the act of the 3d March, 1845, have 
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be~n h•fore atatt'd to be insufficient for the supprt'Ssion o( printe 
expr~sus; aacl it bc.:omea JDI)rt' important to inc:rt'aae tbt'm against 
that clan which may t'ngage in the transmission of lettrrs from 
fort'ign countries, through the l"nitrd S\&tt's, all Wt'll as to illlpOSt' 
otht'r and n1orc !I~Yt'rt' pt'nahin upon nsscls bringintt letters into 
the Unitrd Statt'l, aad dl'litt'rintr tht'm to otht'r!', than thos .. in thr 
lt'nic:t' of the Po~tt Offict' Departmnt. 

The agt'nt of the department C'onduded the busiDr!'!l1 t'ntrush:tl to 
him, with zr:al, nt'rgy, :and ability, anti to thc.- ~atisfat:tion of tlu· 
dt'putmt'nt; and it is regren .. d that the law~t clo not ru·rmit auyad
dition •o be made to h!~ r«"gular cnmprnllation, for tit .. rxhaorJil\a
ry a.-nic:u. prrform .. d by t.im in tJ.is uoportant bul'ir"·"" abroatl, and 
from wt.ich !'0 muda goo!l is likdy tn t'nllut"; Dn,l tlw untlt"r!tigned 
nc:ommt'ncls that pro,ision bt' au;atl«" by Cnngrru for the paywt'nt 
or an adc'Juat~ comp•sation to him for surb 'lt'n·iccs. 

Tbc maal routrs rrratr•l in Or .. gon hy tbc ht sc·t·tion of the &C't 
of tht' 3d of .March, 18&i, to cstabli!"h c·t'rtain po:<t rnutrs, wrre ad
Tntist'd1 &!I tbt' Jaw rcquire~t1 but no bitlS fnr tlu• !it.'f\'l\'C Were si1't'n 
that C'l)uld, witb propri ... ty, be a,·n·ptecl. OlliHs Wt'tt• estabhshetl 
at Astoria, encl Orl'gon t·ity, ancl po~ttUla'!ltcrs &Jlllointl'll. .\ spt'cial 
ag~nt.of the d .. partmt'nl! Grnt•rnl Corncliu.; Gilliam, was appointed 
to supNintcnd the H·n·it·~,., anti in!itrudifln!- wrrt> giH·n him, a 
t'opy of which acromJ•anit•!: thil' report, ru:ukt·tl G. There ban: 
been no returns rC"l·t:i\·ecl from the po~rma:oolers or ~l'e':ial agent. 

In pursuance of two joint re!tolutions, of tlw 3,1 of :\fan·h, 1St7, 
one for the brnf'tit of Willi;)m B. Stoke~, st~ni,·ing partnrr.of Job~ 
N. C'. Stockton&: f'n., tlu~ other for ihe n·ht·f of .M. A. Prace, and 
E. A. White, I ha,·e can:fully ('Xamin~tl 1 o&r.d tlcl·ided the cases. 
Copies of the opinions gh·en on them, an·ompany this rrport, mark-
ed Hand I. ' 

Vt•ry rc!'pC"tfuJly, your obedit•nl ~l'nant, 
C. JOHNSON. 

A. 

Tttble of mail St'rt·ice for the year ending 30tl& June, lSli, as r.rhibitC'tl by the sltite CJj t.~e arrangetilents at tlae 
clost of He !m:r. (11) 

I 
~· Anut:~lrran>("'rtariun anJ rut<> oa" t·c..•t. 

Slatel. LenJ[tb of l 1 Totol nnnu'll Tutal ar.nual 

I 
ruutc•. 1, rran•J>Ortatiuu. ' rate .,f c:~t. 

Mode uoL spcci11c.J. In ct:achcs. !1y ruilw.W & ~tearul•oar.; j 
I , -------------,----1 :---------,--- --;---- :-----~----

r.!ain~ ......................... ! ~r~:~~ i ·~:!:~:i~o \ $2:i.~h; ·~··;f~·:1o I $,:.:.~.·," .. ,:;, !
1 

.1/!.·~.~~·· .. ·",·.:~ .. ,'.', :.. ~~.;·.·,·:,',:', i ~.:.:!.~.·:.!,!.,', $11.!16.1 
'!'\"".II •nr,h•rt ................. ~ - .~t" :~:17 .tN;"' 6,2:!;, :11:1;."" 1 • ~;,_:,rill 
'''""''"' ........................ :!.l'iti: :!ii' n:.ti 1<,71:1' .J:I),\11) Ji.J.'>II I b :! )!HI I jiUI i ;:lol,flt;ll :!H.~;J 
''"'·n,.hoo~tl• ................... :l.li"'l ")!:1.:11~~ l:lti(;o: li:lli.:!,:!i t:1.:111:,\ l\tii.t:IH;r711,l:!i ),!11~<.0;'>;.! )lli.:i112 
f:i,..(,•l•lau<l. ................... l :Jii3 i ,,.,11)6 :l:l61i' i'<.fi:!l, 1.~71\ :1o1 :!Iii I ·1'<,->il lfili [>Ill !1,1"7 
~'•olloo'o·ti··•ot. .................... J,.'<~'ll: 3ti11,'>1l Jfi,03:1j !'<::.:.~>/\ ~<.1!17\ !111:o._s r:!l.:!tii ;:,7.11~1 4f>.7!l7 
1'\o•w Yntk...................... 13.2'1\! 1\ 1.7!11,:1~"! I ti'<,IIJ.11 l.il·.l1~1> •• 7,''l~.:; ;,1,'<11;; .l'o[•.:llll' I••:I .. J:•J, 4.!1fil.!l:!l 2-~.:107 
No·"·Jn"''\'..................... 1.!1"11 !1:!J•77 3,:!2.'> li.'"" :u:l.t"'·' :17.""1 ~l:!.oiOi ;11(,!130 
l'o•nn•vl~aui .............. , ....... 1 JH,:NI! "'~'-,'·.?. .. ',:: ', 3a,2·1:1 · l.:.~~~~.·~j;~ I ;ti."l:.!, :n,:.;~~~, 1.1.:1:,; Z."'l".'.to.'>"' Jr,;, .. JJ:.! 
U•·lftw:w· ....................... l 1\1!1:,. z.~!lr, :•.:!••71 (1/) ........... 1:~·:1~1 7.xli:l 
M. ur,·l:ll<ll •. ·.··•••••••••••••••••• 2,:1:>!1 I 2:111,!1:1:! 'r II ·~I :IO!i.:J:I'! :!li."ll" I :!'IJ .iii"' I !l:•.il:> !•:!'1:11:1.! I:J:J,iM 
\trj!lllllt ........................ 111,7~:.!1 1 .0:.!-t.t•:; •2:1~.·i~?.l >;•t~o.'IH\ i•"'">'l: 11:!!111,!. ;o,,j,o'l 2.:11i:l.ll'!, l'J:l,liJ:'> 
Nurrh('uroln1lt •••••••••••••..••• 7.1:.?:1 1 

[,·<t.H'<,"'I ., ••:•·l,!J'N'\ tin,.:-<o~ :_',: .• 1,~,',:.:.!1 ~._,,·1!1 : ,,;,:.,'~.~.d J,,J7t.'!tttl· ];;.?,!12() 
Slluth('llnol""'··· .. ··"··"""" 4.71~< 1 4J,.,:w:z. 21i.~· :1~<~.~~~~-- ll.li!l!l\ :ol.".'oHt J.ll:l~l.'<oo;~ ll~'~,lr•7 

~;,·:;:~:t.-.::::::::::::::::.::::: ~:~~~! 4~~:~:~! 2;:~:: !:;~:·:~~~ i :::>::~~ :;~;;:~~::I :::·;~~~I ).~::~·;:~·:! ~::~:~!:! 
Oloiu ........ ·•••··•••••••••••• IIJ>:I>~ 1· !;:~~~·?.~~! 3:J,:l:lfl' I ·''''"'·'i:o:J Jj;:;~~ I ti:1~.:1~11 :!:u1:o · 3:1:'1:,:7:~ti I 1711,2!1:'1 
J"io•loil.'•ll ....................... 4,:.!;,;, ·'···'· 11,94"<1 :!,;,',·~Ill~ !1.'~'1/ ~;!1.•1~ lfi:lil 1 !111~1.:!;!:..': ;1'<,211 
""'·'"" ......................... fi.it~l 1<19.1;,; 1 311,411 I ., 

7
1::·,' .. 

1
;::!. ! ..... :.'.-.'.·'.''.;~ ...... '.l ••. :.':·!J··•; 

2
1 ... ~1,0;t0i,1 t1 11 .!,~ I fri,H!I llliuuit ........... , ... ,.,, .... ... 8,27H j"KO,:.!tW I 211,147 I ,:l:l;>,i~t! : ., .,., , )O:!,.I'<:i 

n Tfor o•urirfl lll't'virn ru.ol pnv u( tl1r rt>lllfl ftrt' ""' tl""'" rn tl10 State uudt•r wloidt it i• nurul"-'11'111 tlllou.:h rxlt·lldiu:;: ,,, .. ••thl'r Stutt•• ilJhl~ll.! oo( !leinjl 
tlo.Otl•·il nmonl.! tin·~'"'''" an w\111·h Ollt'h (><>rltnn t>r 11 he". 

I• Th•• "'""'uhont rolltt' <'" lnku Champlain.•• under a .New York DIIIDIJcr, rxot'l'linl( an C>Ccuionall!f.'rvi<:• !lelwttra B11rlington aDd. Sf. Jolua'1. 
r Thl• t·nol~rnt'o•o ... ,,.'''I"'''" lran•p•rtallun. 
II l'bo .Bauumwt'1 WilWinl!ltun, lAd PIWI\Itll•hia rliltoall iJ IUitltr 1 )l"r1lallll M•.lllliwr, 
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Alaual tr:tllsporuuion ancl raw of COb!. 

Stato.. 

. . I 
l.ongth or Tntnl 1\IUillal I T<JII\I aunual 

roUtlll. I I lntnsl-.rl:~tion.- r:t(" of t:ost. 
Modo nut 1pocillod. _ _ In t·oao.·h<-• . Uy milrol\tl ~ ''<'1\lllbollt. I 

------- - ·--- -- - - .---- - ----- __ ! ________ • --------

3.07R I 2'\I,:JOI'i 11.106 t:l~.l"l I 3,!t•~ ! .......... .!.......... 41:1,492 Wi100nsin ..................... . 

~l:;.;ri::::::::: : ~::::::::::: :: 
K.Nituelry ...................... , 
Tenne~~ee .••••••••••••..•....•• 
AlaNma .••••••••••••••••••••... 

r:r-=~~:::::::::::::::::::::: 
Loai1iana ....................... , 
Texu ......................... . 

1 64! I 17!1.11:.~• 6.639 K!r.all :t,u'\:1 · ............ !.......... :l&'!l,tiH 
7 :R!I1 66:1,5211 2~ .:lOll -1:13 ,fi'IU . l'l.ti.!ll ·17:i .li'16 I tl 7 ,S(I!I 1.572 ,S!IIi 

-7 7lt:i 7tn.2.'>:.! 31 ,nu ·1'(7 ,!llli • :!::·~~~: !'!l!l,fil~ 1 b 21.7711 2.212,~lfi 
6:M;.!Ii 711!'1 1766 211.572 ~~~·~:i~! . •• 1......... ... .... • .. .. • J.311j,7ll" 
6,r,:;J 72:1,71\-1 3!1,3~2 ll'llhl !">J.tl!l-.! 1 2:">:1.-ll'li,.lli,ll!"• IX1I~I'\ 
1 211 -1"~1.7-lu ~6.20ti ;,;,;,:·~;,, :·~.:m2 1 :.:-;_;or I a.n1 -~n:t,;,'l i 
4 :~7 I IHVnti 27 .a9ti ti'(, I·!O 1 r; .rillo I ;,;, ;,;u; r; ·'""' 1 fi:Jf: ,53~? 1 
3,2(1"1 I 271i,t111J :!3 li7tJ • • .. I "'l.i -~iii I I~ j·•·, -1~2.-19H I 

Jj,0-13 
!t.i~2 

4!1,720 
II!I.MI 
55;2!1.~ 

t:lr;,t!/9 
5.'f,4!il 
29 ,!196 
4J ,795 
2-1,102 · 2,71i6 2:.!6,!.>()0 14:fi3fi j'" 'j;j·,·,~;,·, .... !l:j,;,;'i ~ ~>"!o 1 ·v;,(, I 2!1!1,000 j 

1113,818 15,!i93,972j 6!"1ll.\8H ~~~~*:;-;;;-\ IS,IIq,<)'!! "'11,220 3!S.~'<7,!S!J9 1 2,406,84! 
Add l!ott of mail e jlOnoica incident 1 

to the railroad and ateamboRt 
11ervioe and payablo under tho I .... .~ ....... ,_.,.. ........ !" .............................. "'''"""f"'''''' ......... f"" ... """'"''"j-.;;~ 
11 Thi1 cmbraco1 tho atoamltout ~~ervioo from St. J,oui• to New Orlt•o111". 
b Tbis t-mb1111re1 tho ~teambol\t service from Loni~villu to Cinuinnnti. und fr,m Luui~,·illc to N~•.\' Orl~illl'. 
c Tbi• inoludua tho ruuto from Mobil11 lu Now Orlc1•ns. 

S. R. HOHIIIF., 
p;,.,e .lb•i,/unll'vbl/11 a/rl' General. 

i 

j 



i 

1 

Ex. Doc. No. 1. 193'1 

n 1. 

Compnrt~fit•r .\/otrm•lll nf thr trlr11f llntl ro.vt of thr 11111il urt·in ;,, 
tht flort.'llrr~l•·nl·l!llli stoufhV't~·f,·.-n .<rrtiut~s, l'mhrori11s: .\lirl,ig•lll' 
/11tfi111111 1 Jlti11oi~·, n·i.Vf(lll.~ill 1 ]111/'tl! .\f:.\',\trlll'i~ 1\rn/urk~/, 1'rllllf'SS(I l 

.lllt~bll111••~ .'tlissi.•·sipJ•i, .:lrlrrrnsu.~, l.uui.·iflllol, ,,,d 7'•.r•l.,, bdU'I'f'll 
lht ,,,,., ,t,•rt:r 1flh1· old ltrm 11j r•'n!r11r.'.•·, 1.rpiri11•! 011 t/1: :ltlth 
Jrmr, JSHi, and lhr .fin! Y""' 1l tl11· /'~'~'.HI/ lr1'11: 1 rtlll1711fllfi11K 
ll1t Lt .J,fy, 1Sl6. 

Stutt·u:.,.nt uf I.•·• F"' of"''',,.,.,. ··~-·-·,_,-~_' _Y•_'"'_r_ur '""" nt t••nn 

L~n:r•h of runtrs ............ . 
Aauual trlln•portonion ••.•••••• 
Acnunl eo't .....•.....•..•..• 

·• ~~·! ,~.-~~ mi~··~ ... "I l •.• :tl.hl. nlll'''· .. .. 
!li3 ,5:!7 tlull:lr> .••. 

H 2. 

ti7 ."1!1 milt·• 
J3.!17~.·1l~ Jllilt·' 

713 :.Cll ·! ·11'-

Compnr.alin .~tafrmrnf of t!t~• rrlnd 1111d ro.;f 1j thr m11il scn•in 
hdll't:t'll tin last /,••a !I''UfL 

F"r th<' yrar endiD!! f,..,. Ill<' \'f•nr rnolon~ 
:lllrh Jnno1 1 1R:I6. :.CIIth Ju,, •. , lHH. 

J .. en~·h uf ron:""· ••• ,, ...••..•••.••...•... 

Amunl tmll'l".'rll\li(ln •••••.•••••. ···········1 Anmmlt·u~t ol tran~JlOrtauon .•.•.•..•.•.••• 
An .ual col\ of agP.n,.ies incidental tn railroad 

and ~IL'lmboaL tran1portatinn ...•.••....•• 

B 3. 

152,116., milt'~ 
"37 ,39-<,414 mile• 
U2 ,671.267 .... .. 

·12,40t> .... .. 

153 ,RJ~ mill's 
3~, ~.~7 .11!19 n•ile• 

*::?,·11J6,'i4ij 

46.153 

Comparativr state.ment of t~te lengtlt of rouft·s and co.~/ of trfl1u· 
portation ·in the southern st·ction, tmbraC'inJ.t Vir!:inia, North 
Caroli1w, South Carolina, Georgia, and Plorid,,, brtwrcn tlte last 
year of the last contract term, 'U'Itir!t UJiirt•'l 30th .lttM, 1847, tmd 
the pre.~ent contract term, u•ltirlt commrncrd 1st July /a.wl, as 
shown by the state of the sertJ·ict: on. tht· ht Nlit'cmbcr, instant. 

Statemtnt of Yen.ron•linJ~:Joae311, Jkl7. Prra,nt rnntrol't yPnr. 

J.enllth of route• .•.•••••••...•.•. 
Annual coat •.•...•••••••••••••••• 

• ExrluAivc of Texas tll'vicr. 

31 ,641 milu ••••• 
t!!$11,4•6 ......... . 

t Jncludillg Trxat. 

31 ,RII7 milew 
tu72,',Hit 



n "· 
Rdlroad strrirr, as til opwttfion 011 lht hi •!f .\•,,l"rmbcr, 1St7. 

-&•~] .- ~ Termini.' lL 1. j~ 
~ -~ 

' ~-
~ : ~ 

I I I J(i/t•. ' Alrl~·. 
Mninf' .....•.••• 'I GJa , Fr:'::'h·~~~~·:: • ~~ -~-!~~~~ -~~-i~l: .I 

92 l'rum P"rtlau•l In Port•m•~tllh. \ !f 
: !Srw Ha~ul""'"''............ 621 cjJI 

l'\. HlllnJlUirt' ..... 1
1 

:!OJ 'From Cn~onltoLnw,.JI.J\Inq. 5o 
20«1 ~~ j 

i :llll:211 S FI'OIIl C011r0ro.lto Grafton ...... l .a.& 

Mallsa<·ha.-u• ..... l 401 : Frnm B""tonroPnrl>nl"""'·l'\.! 
1 llam,P>hirr .••.....•..•••.•.. 
j Bran.:~ to. !.1:\rl.l.•ht:l\i. tm· ; 

I 
bnu-m~ ""''' •"Jlt•ly •..••••... 

402 From Bost<m to l'<0111h Bena·i<·k : 
juDc•tinn, l\J:ainr, with 3 milo•s i 

I 

I 
I 

!II 

. branch from l>un•r to Grnt ,, 
l Fall•. t> .. l•rarin~t side ·••PI•Iy •• i7! i ....... . 

404 I From Bo•ton to Lnwell ..•.••.• 1 
1 Br&Jif h In \\',.J.unt ...••.•••..• ' 

!~ j ~= ~:::~~:: ::: ~:;.~~~~::~:::::I 
4 I U }'rum B"'"'" 1 n Prm ioltmef.. , 

2ti 

'~1 ·:::::::: 
4ti 

, Rhncle I,.Jan.l ......•....•• · . 43 
112 & ·U3 }'rnm Bu,.ton In Pl\'lnnuth •••• :. 45 

461 : From TatUilun to \lanslield.... 12 
462 I From Taunton to Nn· Bedtord., 21 ......... ; 

464c FrGIIl Bottoa to FallJliyer ••••. 631 
~4701 From Fitch: 111rg to W inchendoa l 24 
a 471 and TempletOil ............. 

478 Fr0111 Worcester to Alban:y, N. ) 
Y., witb 6 additional tnpa 3 j 1!>7 

::~b~ .. S:.'. ~:~~~ -~' .. '~~. ~. 
484 Fr0111 W orceater to Pro.,.iJcnce, 

Rhode bltuld ............... 48 

From ElpringiMd to Grrenft!!ld . :>03a 3R '"72.ii' 513 Fro01 Pittsfield to North Ada011. 21 

Rhode leliUitl •. , .. , 602 }'rom Providon«' to Stonington, 
Connecticut . , • , ••.•••.••. , • 48l 4·ql 

Couoectloot ••••••• 672 From .Norwich to Worcoater, 
MaAsacbu~Wtts .••••••.•.••.• :>9 

6/j[J From New Haven to Spring· 1 
flrld 1 Ml\stft<·.buiK'tt~ ••..•..•. 

1 
63. 

702 From Brid~Pport to We~t Stock· 
bridgr 1 t en••c to Stato lint, I 
Mana<·hu'!Cite .............. !IR 2~'' 

Nt~w York ........ '""' Fr·•m !'\rw Yt>rk to Gn·onport .• !13 
¥ll pt. From Whitr Plnin~ \u Plcl\aant. 

\'lilt' ••••••••••••••••••••••• ' 

Rlla Fr"m Plrr1~11nt\"illc Lo Purdy'• 
Derot ••.•.•••••••.•••••••. Ill 

!ll2 pl. From New York to Wbite Plaint. 17t 

RIIJ pt. From Piorront to Ot~tv•Uo ••••• 8JI 

920 From Albany to Troy .•••• , •• , . 8 

921 Frt>m Albany to Fl·hentcta•ly, •• 16 
!134 From Troy'" ~·:ht•nt'<'tady ••••• .211~ 
11311 From Troy tol3"rato,r,n !lprinll"'· 32 

!""'""' 
!164 From liobenott~>cly tc• t'!lca •••• 7'< ...... ,. 
96'7 From SchlllfOtatly t'' Saratoj;• I 8pri»1f • ., ., .. , ",,, .... , 2a ,,,,,,,, 

·~ I:! 

·~ J)t 
li 
li 

J)t 

.. '( 
li 

13 
13 

12 
6 

12 

8 
6 

12 

12 

6 
6 

8 

6 

14 
7 
6 

Jo& 

II 

I 

··~ ou 1 I 
li.71S 00 
li.l:..~ lkl' 

Remarb. 

!?.1:1'1 110! 

-..:\;!.& 00! 

$1i.i33 01) 1 

s '11>'1 uo ; S l"ndl'r t'OIII'h cnntrart!l, and 
· I ~ l'Drl>racinv slide supply. 

... , .. , I 
3.61kl ()() : I 
) .!1!11 4Kl I 
iJNKI ()() 

I 

7 .ll<•li tkt ' ............ 1 F.mhr:~<•inl! si.la ""PPIY . 
!? .nuu lkl '............ l"ntlt>r loacb (•ontrat•t: 
1.114 (NI I I 
1.950 00 

2,~00 

M~OO ············ UDder •oach <:ontnwt. 

{ "'·""" ""' 00 

3112 ()() ············ TrMhftrred from coachet-
.. aro6 11ay. 

3,257 ()() 
170 ()() 67,153 {)() Under roa<>h l'Oiltraot. 

4 ,R50 00 4,R:>O 00 

7 ,1>'!6 00 

R ,142 00 

5,!?50 (1(1 20,!171! 00 
3,!1'<6 00 ············ OITt>r of dt'l(lllltmont. 

2i2 uo ············ Mail to ho takoD from Now 
York city. 

3~2 ()() ............ MaU to be taken from Now 
York city. 

b:,1 7~ ············ Pro rata for thi1 part of the 
ronl\'. 

2,~9.2 ~7 ............. Pro rata for thi~ f.art of thc 
rtJute; otlbr of .. panmcnt. 

3114 00 ············ (;(>ach contract ; tran~fcrr!Jd 
to railroad at 1amo pay. 

1,11110 00 
4!10 Oil 
490 (J() 

J1 ,iOO 00 ············ Olftr of dc•pr~rtmcnt; onue 
daily in w.ntor. 

943 {)II 

~ 
~ 

~ 
0 
~ 

~ 
? 
!'"" 

Ill" 

I 



r 

State. 

Stw. York-ct•n .•• I 

Nt~w Jerwr ..•••.• 

Pl'nn•ylvania •••••• 

....___ 

Maryland •• 1 •••••• 

Ohio .•••••.••••• • 

\'lr~tillin .. , .. , ..... 

ci 

I 
"! 
c 
lr 

1023 

1-;u 

ltlf!4 

~~· J(l\lti 
JU5 
liMO 
11,.9 

11'1-ljll. 
1301 

130111 

1302 
130-l 
1319 pt. 

J.aOI 
J.l()lll 
J-106 

1471 
1489 

111(.<7 

1579 
1612 

1901 
1902 

1903 

1905 

11\27 
213\1\)\ 

2~1\ti 

2291 
221 7pt 

2·1:.!'1 
2-111 
24V4 
2·16·1 

B 4.-R.ilrtHJd unit~C,...ntinut>d. 

Tctm'ai. 

Frnm tti..·a tn s,·r..•·ue ..•.... ! 
I 

From ~y1.at'U>•: tu Auburn .••••• 
1 

I-'m'" jutwliua to ~lii\D\'&tl!\('1 .. ·I 
1 Frum A11ltllm I•• Ruc·hhtf'r ...... 
· From hhat':\ tu llw<•J!o ........ , 

1-'rom R· .. ·he>t"r '" Auir:l .....• 
From Attirll to B1Jfalo ..•.... ,I 
}'roru LodljlOrlto ~··istlltl ...• , 

~~ ~~·~o~k !:N:~~~,~~~·~: 'I 
wil'k ...................... ! 

r- K•·• Brno•.n.t •• Ph0•·1 
delphia. inl'ln•hllg sid,• ""l'l'ly. 

FrOIJt l\e111' York t•• Puue.-...>n .• 
.t'r01u Xew Ymk to Moni,.lu111'n. 
}'ront Eiizabetbwwn to S..tncr· I 

ville ••.•.••..•••••.••....• ·I 
~~: t~~~~~'t';~i:o'c~~.:t:i~e-r.l 
}'rum Phi!.Welphia ro PotU\illt, I 

f'ntbr;tl'tng stJe offines .••••• ·1 
Frnm l.llnf'nal••r to Hanisl•ur~. 
From Hlll'risburg tn Cbambf'r~-

burg ............ • ......... .1 

From Ch11mhtrsbnrg to lb· 
~erstowr , Md ••.••••••••••. 

From Will.wu~port to Rl\latun .. 
Frum Summit tu Johnstown •.. 

From Balrimnre to Phillldell•hi• 
From Hul1imon~ tu W ubhtng· 

ton, D C .................. 

From Bdtimorc to Cnmherland 
H l'nnch to Fn·dorir·k •..•. 

From llaltiurun• tt• <'oluntbi!l, 

PI\························ Frorn A IJJlUJH•Iis to Jutwtinn ... 
1-'rom T,llin tn Samln~ky .•••••. 

Fr.m Xt•nia tu C'incimmti •.. ,,. 

.: J t,; .. c;-". ~t ~:iS , 
~A !t -~ 

c: 
: li I . J i~ z J 3. I 

---li---- _____ I !.----

$1 ,950 Oil ,i ........... ·I oa .. , "' J.-r:-r~ ..... ,., • .,... •. 
Jlilu. !. -~.i~~·-·.1 !I:J 

•• , ...... .1 
[,, ........ ! 

i:: .: :::::::I 
·'~ , ........ 1 
31 ........ , 
'l7 ........ 

29 

36 

5:1 
Ji 
3:! 

~ti 
ill 
1:! 

!I~ 

31i 

52 

!!0 
25 

':"••:· 
! ........ , 

......... 

........ , 

... ;~ .. , 

::::::::~ 

19 332 

97 

41) 

lifl 
J 

I 72 ........ 
~·o ·Ill 
:J7 

Iii) 

J.& 

11 

u 
li 
II 
II 
; 

II 

II 
J:l 
1:! 

j 

u 
II 

ti 
i-t 

H 

6 
6 
3 

J ... r .. in •nnl<'r. 
J .!~Utl till , ............ 

1 
<ld:·r ·,o( do·1n••:u,..r ; ..... ... 

I · t J .. itr in ..-.nt<'r. 

~""· uo I ll.i•~• t'lu 
1 

. • 
33.1 lk) •• , • , • • • • • • • I ntunth• 111 o"Clao a...,.. · 

I; .tilkl IMI 
1
· .... , •...... ! Ott.~· _. .1.\T ill '1\"iUICI: 

-t.suo ,., , 
no UIJ I· ........... ! fqrfudilll! hnan.·h ... Sia;u" 

I 1 r .. u~. ~ un~<'•. 
I ,000 tlll 1 $1;.1.~1~11 1~1 I 011\·r ,,f oL'I"-'rtlltt·nt. 

11. "-"' Oll I· ..... ,., ... ; Cuntr.wt ""' l':ll"C'U!"'I. 

!!\). ~7'4 Oil ••• , • ! Cfllltt:tt'! 11<•1 r>,'"'"" ,1 
1.:\IMI lkl ( 

1.~.-..:. 1111 i 
1-"'" 1•• :n .:.:.1 uu 

1

: 
1:! .'.!111.1 lkl ' 

I ;~K~ 1111. 

lll.i'dl ~-·I I ti,JUIIIJ(I f 

!I,Ioo oo I 

1.000 (J() 

1.2"6 110 
200 00 42,1100 00 llvrac ~nice daring "·iutct. 

\\'huh• di~tam·1• :;!6 milt·•· 
19 mih·~ i1 Jlf"J"''' ion I~ or 
railru.ul "l'r\lce for year. 

J3 31) 16011 Uti 

12,720 00 

43,22-:r w 

7,000 (JO 
2,2!HJ flO 

'510 00 

ln<'ln•linll ngcn~y and wn· 
J!"n ~ot:l'\'ice l'n thl' thud 
d!lily tl'ijl. 

!1.-,,7.15 00 
............ Conrrnctrot'll pl'lf•um S tnp• 

) :.1 wruk M~nir•• . 
. , , . , , , .. , • 'i It r-o lt!Jtlr•r•lllf~)that r.•i~o••:ul 

trah"potll\fl'•ll IN J~rl•,llll• 

r·tl '"'' w•·•·u "('''ill;!lielll a111l 
X"'""• 2tlrull'< hto'lllf'r. II 
1jnu· .. t\ '\l"t·ck, l1111 uu t'llli· 
lr,ul anlliiL!l'!IHJIU".o lUU )'l't 

~rom M~tn•ll••ld ,t" i'lll~•l.ll•.)cy .. • 61 j lh3 ti I 2 ,U!~l ou !t I !ti 110 
1' Cit Ill llchmt Ullll' I!• ltllln H~ '"il•·• thn·r• I ill II'• 11 ,..,., k. 

F:-.·: '"""'"" ~ c, ""l""'';u:.· : • • • • :. 1 • . ·.· ·.· ·.· .:.· ·.· ·.· ·.·,r • • • • • • • • . • • :. : :,, I • ,~· • • • . • • ., :~::::l:·~:;.:~t x~~i~;::~ 
ltdJ .-t•··l. 

Jo'toll• llkhmon<lt" A•l''•" •·rct·k ~.;,i !~ ,fllll :u .. , ..... , , .. Olli·r. inol111lin~r ~i•lt· ·'"rl'h 
nr ,.., r·rll'rir·k•lollrc-r•uu· 

Fu·m nicLmr.ntl to T'l·tt•r·•hnr~: . 
··rt•tn l'"tt•r•llllrj! lr• ~!rlnn •• ,. 
Frnm IIi ·k,rllftl "' o"~trm ..... 
t'Nn• l'odr.mnutlt In N~uoOnt\'8 

t..lt'pot. 1ttl ''''tit I tit I tlllf 

1r·H·I unt f'Xf f'llf•··L 

:z,q I !• ~~~ -trr .... "" .... {'omlr~r·l '"'' l',\l'o·•lf•·•L 
fi4 :::::::: l{>,'llHI Ull •••.•••••••• (',.urrut'l nr•t r•~t·•Hr·•L :J .. ,

1 

•• .... , .. , •• I 2 ,IHIU IHI ••• , •• , • , , •• 

1

. l:ontrar:t !lui I'.VI'Ut•·•l. 

.. "l J, w~ oo • , , , , , , , , , 1, <.cmutwtawt t·.:.~c·a~~. 



! Tenaiai.q It I !t I ~ \ ll 
.t 1 ,: J ~ I ~ --··---1·---·----1-------

Vifaillia-~---;;-1 Froal Wille...._ to Harper'• ~ Jlilrt. \ 
Fc:rry . . • • . . • • • . • • . • • • • • • • . 32 31~ I 

North Cuoliaa.... lfiC)I J"rtllll Ralriclt to G..tce. ...... flY ........ 1 

~17 Jo'rom W~ldon to \V•bniuatoo.. lriO 211 1 
lluuth Caroliu •••• 

lliohlau ........ . 

Indiana ......... .. 

31().l !Jo'rom Columbia tn Bru.neb'l'illo. 6i 
3122 From Cbarl~•ton to Auausta... 139 
3~ · Fft'fll SavannAia tn Mreon. • . • • • 192 
u.n From .llbt'Oil to Atlanta....... 101 
3299 From Augusta to Atlanta, 

witb ,~aneh to Warrentoa, 

13 .... 
3702 
3i0.1 
3712 
3902 

SJ mdrs .................. . 
From Atlanta tn Dalton .•••••. 
From Detroit to K..lama.zoo •••• 

· From Detroit lo Pouti&C! .•••••• 
From Mooroo to Hi\l.dlllo ..... 
From Madison to Jndiaaapol. 

172 
100 
147 
25 
6il 
88 

43 

... ~ .. ( 

........ 1 

'";65"j 

Alabama .. .. • .. .. M13 
C,!;..<i(l 

From Decatur to To!ICumbia .•• 
From Montrmery to Aubun •• 
From Jaok.loo to Viebbura .... 

60 103 

M'asiaippi........ ~j().l 46 46 

B 5. 

ri 
7 . 
7 
7 
7 

7 
6 
G 
6 
6 
II 

6 
7 
7 

i 
$2,7.&3 00 ,~,01~ 7tl 
fl.700 00 .......... . 

I 
3~:= ~: -16,200 00 

33,012 !10. 39,'112 50 
19 ,!!00 00 ! 
IO~IIIIJ 00 I 
35,521 00 .......... .. 
8.57100 i:i.39200 
9,3t12 00 ..•••••••••. 

I 
~:~~I 13.37.& oo 

j 

::::~ : l 2,931 00 

1?. .000 00 13 ,RU 00 
4,6.."0 oo I 4,600 oo 

Cellllreet llllt fsocutf'd 
C'oouaet ant n.e::atcod. 
Conuac:l not ~lLCIOUtcd. 

Conuaot not u.ecoted. 
Ceatrllot 11ot t'X«'Utt'OI. 
Cootrac:l ::~t e.lLecutod. 

Contnflt not t'X<'ODlN. 
Frnru r.!illburg to Indianapo

lis vudor coac:la cootrac:t. 

Contract llOl osooutod. 

Steamboat service, a1 in operation Oil lit Not•tmber, 1847. 

Statll. 

Mu•cahUttltl .•••• 

New Yorlr ••••••• 

464 

467 

8111 

802 

ll03 

8M 

809 

Termini. 

·'::."~ .~~ ~~ .~~::':} 
From NOIW Bedford to Nan· 

tucktlt .................... .. 

From New Yorlr to Stoning· 
ton, Conr.eotiont ..• , ••••..•. 

From Ne~ York to Norwich, 
Connertl~ut ••. , , , ........ ;, 

}'rom New York to New Ha· 
ven, Conn~cticut ••••• , •••••• 

Frnm Nt-w York to Tompkin .. 
ville .. ,.,,., •• , .. ,., •. ,.,,,, 

FroiD Now York te Troy ...... 

814 FromNew'VorktoNortb~ 1!1'8, 
811~ pt. From Ne\Y York to Pier'lloot ... 

H7 Prom Whitehall to fit. John'•, 
Canad111 ................. .. 

1109 Frooa 8alubria lo GolleTI •• ,.,, 

Milu. 

43 

65 108 

R mo., 4 
4 mo., 3 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 
14 

8 
8 

6 
6 

Remarb. 

$-150 00 •• •. , , ••• , • • ir the offices o( Holme'• l 
Contrnt'lort are tn bo allow• 
ro tJOO a year additional, 

2,4as oo I $2 ,ss8 oo 

11.000 oo I 
4,239 00 J .......... .. 

6,000 00 I 

150 00 
13,750 00 

125 00 
1,071 ()() 

Jloll' and Edi{Drtnwn ahall 
yit•ld $&10 a year. 

Frnm Nov. 25 tn Marob 25 
~rrvice ~~ by packet fru~ 
Wood'• Hole. 

Olfer o! department. 

During nni~ratlon, and tbrae 
timet a day if rtlfular line 
run 10 often. 

Offer of d~partment. Pro rata 
fot tbia part of the ro11t1. 

1 ,!J<IO 00 ......... :, • OIJ'er of dtrvtnaent. 
1,463 oo I 



B 6-Sito1Jti011 t sttiJice-Continued. 

f. I i ". ·E 
l~ ;~ ~ !~ i .-:e • !. l t~ a..a.b. 

.E 

~ ...._ J ~1 Ji 1 I r 
-------f.-.:.-+------------tllfUi

100
U.: .. ;:-. ·rMM~i,;;.(.;:-.-.--~~:-- , •. ~ 

0000 
·,;;.~ ·,:.~; •

00

•.• orror or drputiiiC'Ilt 
L'ow .... _... ,._...... 11!13 ......... IA1'"i•IOU ... oa:.t ... ,bowt:. .... -- .,..CJ ...... 
" ..... -.._.. lltt F._u...-~rrn:<~&«Hvbar. 12 l,t .... ot I 

New Jcr.rJ ..... .. 

Olho ............. . 

\"irri-. ••••.•••••• 

Nunb C•tuliQI& •••• 

South Caroliaa .•••. 

~:it::::::::::: 

.Michigua ......... . 

MisiOGI"i ........ , • 

ltl'DlOt'lry .• , , , , • , , , 

Alabama ...•.••••• 

Ark~&UIII~ .••••.•• , • 

Luui!fiuna .••• , ...•• 

1306 pt. ,._ .S•w y.,..~~; "' )fiJJktuwa 
Pu'nt, !\cw J~tr"<'J ..... • · ·.. lt't 28 ~ 

From B~lf,.J.>, S.-w Y.-.rlr, to 
O.trooir. 1.\IW"bi:!u .••••••.•• 

F..- Bud";al.,, r.;., ... \'urk, '" 
Tuledo, Obio .•.••.•••.•.•• • 

FrOID Cin<:inuti. 0., to ~lays-
.-illt', .1\cntul'llf ............... . 

From Sanduskf t.:. BW2&Jo, :Srw , ............................. . 
Frnm W~oe. D. C., to 

Aql&ia Crl'ck, \';r&iuia ....... 

From Ricbmoud tn !Snrfu\k .••• · 
From Norfolk to Hamrton •. · · · 
Fn•m Nnrfollltn Bahi•nre, Md. 
From ~ociUik to Ea.t.-iUe ••••.. 

I ........ , 

I 
~ 

M ,·~:.~; .. ~ 
:>.& 

2817 1,, From Wilmiuawn to Charlcaton. 

2R50 

3123 

3251 
3507 
3523 

3783 

3798 
4'<13 

4SJ.I 

5001 

55J(I 

1\5-lJ 
MiJ2 

fl002 

fi(.I()J 

F':'!ut~~~~. ~-t~t • • t~. ~1:·: ./ 
From Charleston to Savannah. 
Geor~ia .................... , 

~::;:;: ~il~;~:~H'~' 1M~i~~~~~ilie~~: I 
From ChattllbO<K·hi'O to Apa-

latohi('t>la .••••••••••••.••••• 
Frnm St. JoM"pb'~ to Chicago, 

lllinoi~ .•..••••...•••.•••••• 
Frnm !Jetruit tn Sault St. Marie. 
Frt~rn St. Louis to Nc'lll' OrlcaQS, 

From !lt. Luuis to Keokuk ...••. 

lt,O 
33~ 
125 

).'XI 

711 
3(Jl) 

1,t'J() 

206 

From Ltminill(' to New Orlean~. J,.J4!l 

Frurn Cin .. inn:o f i. 0., tv J.uui~· 
vi lit•. Kentucky ..•. ,, .. ,, •.. , 

~·rum GunH·r·. Lnntliu~r to De· 
ea1ur ...................... . 

l-'ruuo l'•••·kron In 1\ful>ilt•.,,,,,, 
}'ftllll .Mobile tv J\ow Orlt•an.• .•. 

r ....... R•'HCKII·, Bluff'" Nnpo-
lt•()n .• If. 011 o 0 I I 0 IO 0 0 If t 0 0 I I 

f'rn111 Nt"l' Orlf'l\11~ tu l'rovina· 
lt•U, *'., ,, , • , ,.,, , , , , ••,,. ,, 

J·'r""' N•·w llllt•rm• '" Gull-"•· 
'""· Tc·x" ............. , ... 

1 

132 

lil 
31 

110 

Ill 

3i0 

L4ii6 

1,bi!O 

17M 

ti 

ti 

J 
Ci 
6 

IVlOtl!ll) 
1-Atilllatal. 

1,100 00 

2~ 00 I Three ti111~ a -~~ duria~: 
wiatca·. 

I 
Tile-~ ~••s a C'Giltr&f't '"' 

;buo wrric-t- fr.- Jul~ I. 
. 1"~6. lu NoY. :l!l, ll4ti, •I 
1 

rato: ol tl2.000 iur --
...... ... .. •>f ll!lYlJ!IItioa; Racoe NM·. 

ti. ·1-ial ~Nt tu 
cam kttt'n at I cell\ earh, 
anti • n.:-nr-pcn at I COD\ 
cat·b. 

1,000 00 1-1,100 00 Durin~ MramLoat Dl1'i&: ... inll. 

11.43-1 oo I............ 011\·r .. r .lup:lllm~nt. lnrl~lll"' · I . .ide •'l'l"Y ~of .\kundna. 
1.200 00 

!1! ... 00 

~~-~~ ~ :!2 ,5S7 00 F.mbral'C• wx mil<'s of b,., ..... 
con~n·aiK'e. 

37,500 00 .••••••••.•• Half nt' thr I'"~ C. or tl11' ouliru 
ruUt\: frvm. Wddvo. Di5-

2.500 00 

J.J .onu 01.1 
7 . .5110 IHI 
l,iioo oo 
2 .Iiiii I 00 

2.ioo f)() 
3tKI (Ill 

li,2.JO 00 

I .'>f.O 00 

23,92(1 (I(J 

3,'<.50 {)() 

to,ooo oo 

H,OIIO 011 
7 ,.r;oo ()(I 

.J,Jou oo 

3.000 00 

7.'!110 w 

'l7 ,770 00 

············ ············ l!l.lltlll {I(J !l' .:I;Z:, Ou 

H,OOO 00 ti,OOII II() 

I ,~II() (1(1 

tnn<'t L>y ... a uncert:Un; 
claintcd lu 116 more. 

Thi,. f<l'f\il'C t'mployt'd I•)' til<' ,,,, 
Tlti~ -.·n·ir•e eruplored lty tht• 
triJ•· 

This &crvire l'IIIJ>lnyctl t.y lbt• 
trap. 

lfn,J.•r n rl\arh rnntr.u•t. 
'J'iw tlirt••·• tfi,lltfl•:t•. "'"irrm~: 
lntnrlllllthHtu ulli<'t·~, wloi<·lo 
nr•• lout •t•lolurn "'l'j'li••ol l•y 
till" I'UIIIt•1 IS Jtj~ lllll'~. 

Pr" rnr 11 for steamboat J>rtrt 
,,f rurrrt_,, 

St•rvio·t· p•rfnrnl(•ol Ohl'f' iu .·, 
,1,.1·~ from N,1 .. 1 tu Julv I. 
l'n·y. 7~r /"'' t•ont. uf JW•.•r · 
111.!1'• "' htlv•••t""· l••ll1 uf 
il~ tlt-•lll•ulic.n 1111<lliellvury. 



B 6-Steamboat ltrvice-Cantinut'd. 

.!! !. .... 
t.l 

Loui•iana-Cont'd. 

·s .. 
~.; 

., 

i 
.... .s cw '-" 

=' Termini. .~~ 0~ :..-. .; 
Rem arb. Po .. .. 

cl ~-= ~i 
~s 

'C ~ _j ... ijCIJ 
g " c:i .'i :!" 9 5 0 c z t:l E-o lt; < < 

Miltr. llfiltr. 1 --. rTw;, .... 'J 
6006 ''"m Now o,;_ 1o ""''"•} 

; to N11tchi-

polrt .. , •• , ••••••••••••••••• 500 •• ,, •• : f.uc.!lar~, &.! 1,292 00 .......... ,. l)ervioe employod bJ the trip 
; ObCU II w.l 

6019 FJ'Om St. Frannievillo to Now 
I rr.idut•. j 

Orlrlilll' ..................... 1 U7 
•• 151 • I 7,000 00 lR,I25 00 

6101 From Gnlveaton to HoUlton, •• 'I 80 ~% 1,250 00 1,~ 00 

I i<,~r·tl ·j 236,7-1:1 00 



I 

·Ex. Doc. No. 1. 1341 

B 6. 

Number of mail cOfltraclors, route agents, local agents, alld mail 
messengers i11 the stv~ral sections. 

~ ' ~liE!: ~ ~ ";! I 
Seeliolb'. 

I s ~ ~ I ~ 
----·~·--------.-~----

1 
.KI'w England •• , •• ,,.,.,,,,.,,,,,.,, •• , .. ,I 574 10 39 

x~w \'ork ................................ : 6.~3 10 43 

!\Iiddle ••.•••.••••....••••.•.•••••••.•••.• 

Suuthf'm ..•.......•••...••.•.••.••..••.•• 600 

N urtbwcstcrn •.....•.. , •.•••••••.• , •.•••• , • 

Southwestern .•••. , ....•. , .••.••..• , . , , •..• 

6 

11 

4 

15 1 ., ' 

3.~ 

13 

7 

19 

__ T_.,~:·_ .. _ .. _._ .. _ .. _ ............. :.~.13.6~!1 l 37 l 20 i 159 

B 7. 

New routu under act of ('ongrrss of 3d .Marrh, 1847. 

----- . - ·- ··- -· - . - -- -------- . ·-~ - ··--·-
Their extent, M Jlllt into OJtf'5ation on and Iince ht July lfiHt. •.••••• • •• • • • ·1 I! ,23!1 milt"l. 

~.:tor ~~.~~~p:t~cr~•on,- ..• ~-~ ~:~~ -~-~~~. ~. ~~:_· ·-~ •••• _. _· -~~~~~~~ _ 

R. R. JIOJIIIIE, 
}'irll .llnillu111 l'ullmu.tcr Utlltral. 

C'. 

A 1'1'01 looT)H:N'r <hnn:, 
/'off Ojfirt· lJt'jiiiTlmrllf. 

To the Appointu11·nt Ofli('(' is :i!'~i~n!•tl all '1111':-tiouN w}Ji,·J. rt•
l.•tt• to the t·~·tahliioolllrll·ut and di~o~t~ontinuant·t· of' po~t ollit·t·N, 
l'llliTIJ.il'll of ,.;itl•ioo au•l uarn•·s, appointmt·nt~ aud rl'lnoval of P"~IJuaK
l!'l's, ar••l instr111'1iou~ to po:-;trnastt·r~. Blanks, !<11;1111)'~>~, aud ll'lt•·r 
!Jalauns, arc al~o furui~lat·tl from t)Ji" ollire. Tht: opt·r•llion~ lor 
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this bun~au, for the last fis<'al year, will bf• ~et·n by r..Ccren,·e to the 
tabular ~tatcmcnt anih'Xt'd marl.cti, No. 1; to which 1 have cultlctl a 

<·olumn, showing the number o•· Post offit·es on the first day of Oc:
toht·r, arranged a<'rording to St.lh:s. 

'fhis table affords but littl•· t•h.·a of the amount of labor per
formed in this oflin·. whid1 du·tly consists in the cxh·nsiH anti 
variE>tl t·orr .. ~pontlcu~·t· with 1 ·ostmastcrs antl othn~, rt·lating to 
l{IH·stiou~ ari~ilat-( undc~r the pn .;t oJlin.· laws au•l rt·h'ulations 'fhe 
number of resignation~; han~ iH.'l'll about 600 less than the last year; 
this, in ~ome liH:asurf', 1uay IH: attrihuh·1l to the pas'\a~e of the ad 
of Congn·s:; rl'storillg thl' frar.king privilcgt· to po:-.tmastt•rs, wl.ose 
coanpcu:;ation for tht• fis•·al yt i::·, cntiing ;3bt Jun~.·, lS·Hi, lliel not 
C\Cf•(•tl two hundrcsl dollars. 

lt J!:iHs tnt' ph·asllrl' to lH·hr witness to tl1e gcJh•ral promp\n{'SS 
mul fidelity of pos~mastt·r~. Dt·linquenr·i(:s, it is true, ha\·c oc
t·urrt•rl, but the ,Il'linqtwnb lwn~ bt•t·n promptly r(·movcd. 

The t·ontral'ts for supplyit·~ blanks to postmast•·rs tt:rminated on 
the first day of !\pril last. St·alf.'d propos.1ls Wt~n· re('eivctl, anti 
lit:\\' eoutrads cutl'rt:tl into, act·onlin~ to law, for tht· term of four 
yt:ars, upon most favorahlc terms to tlw ,}epartment. Statemt·nt 
No. 2, t·xhihits the amount per ream paid for the ditft·n·nt kind of 
blanks, witb th<' Hlllll(:S of. :lac contradors. No. :J, shows the ('osl 
of furnishing blanks to carla State for one year; antl, also, for four 
years. No.1, t•:xhiuits tlu amouut pair! \JJlflcr th(• former t'Oll· 

tracts, Hs compared with r IH· prin·s now p::itl. This tahlt· shows a 
f;avin~ tP tht· tlcpartml·nt c f $S,2()3 2-1 pn annum, or $33,0fJ2 Hl; 
for fo.ur )'t.'<lrs. 

By the provisions of an art, making appropriations for tlw sc~r
,·ice of tltt> J>ost bflic·c l>q>artu:ent, for the yt>ar ending .1 unt· 30th, 
1847, $8,500 was appropr:att·d for c.ompiling 18,000' copies of tln· 
list of po~.t ofn,·t·~~ and the saruc number ef a revisc.·d t>dition of 
tht' post otliec laws an I regulutions. Thes~! works have br.rn 
prepart>cl with murh ('art•, an'l nn rnlargcd and revised rdition pub
lished, at an expense of ~,G,fii7 20, leaving a balance of $1,822 80 
unt•xpcntlt.•d. 

Untlt'r a ruit· of the tlcpartment, fach post officr col1N:ting a rcv
t·nnc of !-t!Ytnty-fivc dol'ars per annum, has hcr11 furnisht:d with a 
balance for weighing lc1 trrs. 

W. J. DHOWN, 
2d Assistant Post .Ma5tt'r Ge11eral. 
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No.1. 

Tabular statement sltotDin~r the number of offices tstaMished a11d tlis
continued, aho tlppuit~tme1lls <1JJOJbtwsters, for tlu ?Jt:ar wt!ing 
30th June, 1847. 

I 
c: ~ ': 
(; !- i~ 

£ -c:...; 
i ·~ ~ I ~ t-=7. 
~ ..:: ~ ~ I g ~ ~ -:. 
'f ;~ E .~ ~ 

1

. ~'-'-. ~ t ~ ~c Ji c ~ g ~ ~ -_:: ~ ~ 
·~ 2 _g c. .~ 1 ;::; ... o ;;; ~ 

___________ ,_~--~-~~~~l~i~::_ 
Maim•..... .... . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . • . 37 6 6 7 ~ Jll 1...... 570 
1\"llW Hamp~hire................ 40 3 I; 6 .. .. 3 j J 32J 
V«·rmont.......... .• .. . . • . • • . • • 41 2 7 7 . 4 

1

•••••• 3:12 
MMsttl'IIU>dh.................. 36 Y 6 7 2 12 4 515 
Rhode hla~~tl.,................. 5 1 3 :! .. • .. • I J 5t 
Conncr·lit·n!................ .. .. . 27 5 3 3 4 4 2 ~!! 
Ne-w York....... • • • . • . . . . . . . . . 190 23 26 lg IS 2'< 4 I.Ht;;, 
r-:cw Jt·r·-t·;·.................... ;J,I\ 2 3 fi !) ;, 307 
Peunsvh·nriia................... 161-i JO 2i 39 J3 ~i J .4:!:J 
DPI:t\\:arl'.. ... .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 7 .4'...... 1 1 fxl 

~Jj::i~;;~,~~::::: :·:::::.:::::::::: ~~~ 2~ 1~ ~~ 1~ ;, .. ~. ~. 1.~~~ 
North l.'arnlin~t................. Hf> 1:1 4 2tj 18 ·1 ,.. .. .. liH 
~o111h Carolina...... . . .. .. .. .. . 4:! li 4 20 15 5 .. .. .. ·100 
GPor~!in........................ !•5 j 4 ~.1 :n ~ 7

1 

3 f•21 
Florida......................... 12 ·...... ~ 11 2 I ... .. . X:~ 
OJ,;............................. 177 16 14 37 • 2!f .. • .. • 1.3!i7 
Mir·b;!!au .•••• , ..••••• , •.• , • • • • 11:1 4 2 12 5 

7
ti 

1

' .... 
1
•• 1!?7 

ludi:Jilll, ••••••••• :. • • • • • • • • • • • • J J;; I I 1J 4!1 J.'> fiti3 
lllin•tis...... .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. • 127 13 11 fit 2fi I I J 72!"• 
Wis(•onsm.. ...... .. .. .... .. . .. . :lti 3 4 55 3 >- .. .... 21"1 
Iowa. • • • • . • .. • . • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • 21-i 3 4 Hi 3 ~ . . . . . . J.11l 
MiNsonri.... .... .. .. • .... • .. .. . 7~ R ti 41i '.W 21...... 41.') 
Kentw:ky.................. .. .. 92 K S. 4:, 21 3 .. .. .. r,•!l 
·r('nncss!•(l...................... 94 1s 17 63 i~ , r: .... i. lil!l 
Alo.b11ma....................... 94 2 li 47 I 41).1 
MitJ~<issippi..................... 56 7 f> 47 J!) 3 .. . .. . :1:12 
Arknnsa~ ...•• • • .... • .. • •• • • • • • 43 3 4 J7 Jf, 41 J )!IIi 
Loui~ian:t .......•.... , • , • . • . . • • 41 4 21 4 r, . . . . . . I;,: 
Texn".......................... 57 2 1 Ov 11 

1 

li . . .... 171 
OrPJ.!nn .•• , , , , ••••••• , •.• , •. , • • • ••••••.•••••••• , •• , • • • • 2 • . . • • • . • . . • • ·• 
Di~ttrict of Columuin ••.•.••••••••. • · • • . • · • • • · • • • · • 2 · · • · • · · • · · · ·

1
• • • • • • 4 

·l----4----1-- ------,--
2 ,0!17 200 22ti ~3'i 30-t 1 2<! 1 1 20 lla, 2:m 

~tatcs. 

• Commiuion expued. 



No. J. 

Tubular 1trdtmtnt of the co11lract for printing blanlct for J;Dit o.ffictt for 14t ytttrl JS.7, HUS, 18&9, aad 1860. 

I I· •. 1 • 1 I 1~ 
I 

I 
I 

!l l;;·l~,; 

I 
t 

;.a I .. t , " t I I ] ' .. i ~ .!e ' ~~ ' ~ i Sta~. Coatraetora' ....,, 

I ! 
,: • I ~ = . ..:: c ; & :":~ £ 

~ 
,"'":- - . ~- tc t - tt 

I ··ar 91@ 1 "'"' 1 1 I ·~j 

I i 
~ ' .!i • : ...... - i·; I 

:-: I 

l l .. 
~ t~ 1~ iE \ • ..! I 

·;: 
\.S I !~ I ;! I l ';:! ,. -< .... ::<l ~ s: < I ~ ------------------

.tfaint' JoN'pl.t T. Cronll ........ ~ !'Ml ~'I 5oll ~ lO f.3 50 !o3 i~ $3 i!\ !-I !JO $1 3() $: 30 Sl ~ : $1 00 

1\,:~·rwm~n~t~;.i.~.hl.:.~.· .. :.:.· .. :.: •. :· .. :.· .. :.:.· .. :.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:.:. Do .............. 3 ;,., 3 f11l 3 :til ............ 3 ·a 1 50 1 30, 1 !10 · 1 !10! 1 uo 
, .. J)n .............. 3 !lit . :1 :~l . J !Ill .. ... . .. . .. . 3 ';~ I !Ill ! I :JO . J 5tl I 30 I 00 

1\l:uc~:trhn!ll.'lts • .. .. • • • • .. • .. • • .. .. • • .. .. .. J>n .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3 :111 3 ;,., 3 50 3 50 3 i.:J · 3 7S · l .14• ' I 50 J 30 I 30 , J 00 
('unnr,.ti••nt anJ Rhude Island.............. Do .............. 3 Zlo . ;I :,Ot 3 !11.1 , J 50 3 i.:i 3 ';5 I !10 I 50 I 611 : J 5(1 ~ I W 
1\'"w r•d;................................ Do .. .. .. • • • .. .. • J :iii 3 !>II 3 :iii • 3 30 J i:i J ';5 I !Ill I !141 I !Ill ' I 50 ' I 00 
l\'rw Jrr"-'\'............................... Do .. .. .. .. .. • .. • J !lit ·:1 ;.,, 3 ;,., . • .. • • .. • .. • :t i5 • I flo\ I !Jol I ~ I !II) \ 1 UO 
P,·nn~yl\'luiia an•l l>folaware................. Du .. . . • .. • .. • .. . 3 ;,,, 3 ;,., 3 [J!i 3 '"' 3 ';5 3 ';.i l !J(l • l !/1.1 , I !ltl J !SO 

1 
J 00 

~l:lr~·l~od a ad District of l:uiWDbia.......... Do • • . . • • • • • • • • . • ~ ;~, 3
3
· ,_:~·,' :1 :111 : 3 !>II :1 ';j 3 7.) · l :'Ill I :111 I :111 I ~ I 00 

\ lrjt1PII\ .. .. • • .. .. • • • .. .. • .. • • • • .. • .. .. .. • Carnoll k Couk.. .. .. .. .. • 3 !17 ' 3 !17 :1 !17 J !li J til. I 3 till 3 tio.J 3 tiO I 17 
1'\orth l'11ruhna............................ Do • . .. • .. • . .. .. • -1 .Jj 4 47 4 47 ' -1 ~7 -1 .Jj ·l .J"; 3 9.:, 3 !ll . 3 ~;, ' 3 !I~ I ] -4i 
S..uth l'arolin!\..... • • • • • • • D11 .............. ' -1 47 -1 li • 4 ·If 4 ·17 ·I .r; -1 4i 3 '15 :1 9.l . 3 !1~ 3 !l!i I -47 
GPur;:ill ........... ::.::.::::: .. :::.:.:::. Bu ............. -1-17 -141 '4 17 I -17 -1 .;j -141 3 ~: .. ) 3 !1.) 395 l 3 951' 147 
AIKI•:am:~ anJ FluriJa • • • . . • . . • . • • . • • • • • • • • • Da . . • • • • . . . • . • . • !i 2'l !t ~'l 5 :!'! ;, :!-.! !1 :?'! 5 2~ 3 !1i 3 !ti 3 !17 :; !17 1 5:! 
Ohio................. . • • Do •.•. , •.•...•••. J !17 3 !17 3 !lj 3 !17 :1 •11 3 !17 3 till 3 tio.l 3 tiO ' 3 60 1 ll 

~~i~~~~~~.'.'.'.'::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: Jewett, Tb'Dona'.~.~:~::::· ~ ~: ~ ~. ~ ~: • ~ ;:;: ~ ~: ~ ;~ ! ::; : ~:!, ~:!I ::I ::! 
ll 1 inoi~ ............................ , ...... 1 Do , ......... 3 ~~ , 3 !KI 3 00 3 W 3 911 . 3 9(1 ' I W ' I 6ll · ~ 611 I 60 I 6Q 
In\\'& :tnd Wilii.'Onsin ....................... j J)o ......... ·' 4 011 · 4 Ut) ' 4 00 i.. .... .. .... -1 1111 ; I ~0 · l t\0 · I "II ' I N) I 1 ~ 
.M'"-"•un ................................. , 1 Carrull k Cook ........... 1 4 47 4 47 ! 4 47: 4 47 4 -li . 4 -17 : 3 95 · 3 95 3 !15 , 3 9:1 1 J 47 

~~~~I<'IC:\·:································1 Do .............. j44i.-1-l!,44!:4t~'·l-l! -1-17 39.) 395 3!1.:i 39:Ji 147 
~.. ••• ... .. .... • .. .. ... .. • .. • • .. . Do .............. 4 47 4 ·I• 4 4• . 4 .a, -1 4• -1 4i 3 9:> • 3 !15 3 !l:i 3 !15 , I 47 

l'lis.•i~~irl'i..... . .. .. .. . . • .. .. • .. .. • .. .. .. . no .............. : 4 47 4 47 · 4 47 : 4 47 .a -11 4 47 J !l.'l · 3 !•a • 3 !Ia 3 !15 1 47 
t.~:ia'la and Arkanse.s................ .. . Dn .............. i 5 2: ~ 22 , ~ ~.? ' ~ ;: a 2'.? 5 22 : :1 !li' 3 !li 3 97 3 !17 , J .:,z 

s .................................... 
1 

Do .............. l5 9• t :> 97; :>. 71 a !.1, : 5 97 , 5 97 j 4 UO f 4 00: 4 00: 4 UO i I a7 

·Ex. Doe. No.I. 1345 
No.3. 

RECAPITULATION . 

.IJmoun/ of the cost for the supply of blanks for each State per year, 
andjor four yrurs, buH>tl upon estimates. 

Stat"" 

Main«' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Nt•w lfnrnp~hrn· ..•••••••••••••• , ••••• 
Vt·rmont ..•••••••••••••• , .......... . 
J\fa!'sal'httto;l'ft~ .••••.••••••••••• , • ····j 
Connt·t·tic·ut ar:cl Hhoch· Island ..••••••• 
Nt·w York .•• , •••••••••••••• , ••• , ••• ,I 
~ew Jt•rsc·y .............. , ............ l 
1 t•nnsylnulla lHtcl Dl'lawart• •••••••••• ·1 
M.ar~l;~r11l ar11l l>istri<'l of Columbia ••• , 
VJr!{lllla •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
North ('arol'\ua .... , .............. , , • , j 
S,outh ~arolino .................. , ••• ,I 
t'C'or!!•a .......................... "I 
Alahall!:t and Florida .•••••••• ,., ••••• 
(lltio .... , ......... , ............... .. 
-:\Ji,·hi~aJt ......................... , .. 
I •••liar1a . , , , ••• , , ••.•••• , •••• , • , •• , •• 
Illinoi~ ........... •••••• .......... .. 
Jowa aud \\'itH•o'nsin ......... , ....... . 
~1 is~ouri •• , •••• , ••.••• , ••••••••••••• I 
K\'ntucky .• , ••••••••••••••• ,, ••• , ••• 1 
Tt·nnc·s!'t'e .......................... 1 
""Tis"i!l~ippi ....................... , .. I 
l~nuisian11 illltl 1\ rkan~.;,:-~ ..•••• , •••••••• I. 

. . '1 (·" ~ ~ ...•• ·. • ~ .••. • .. . ~ . : . ,. .••• ,. .· • . . • . . I. 

One ~r. 

••.llje> nr l 
Q't• '"' -'•) ! 

307 oo I 
:314 '25 

(ii"J9 751 
4fi!) 50 

2, 14:J 7~ 

3SS 7:> I 
l.!J62 25 

. 487 75 
ti66 H!i 1 
u:J6 Gl I 
403,!)~, II r,:u; 7(1 

78li 12 
1 ,59R or, 

3:m r,o l1 

471 70 
M4 20 1 

320 ()() 
:Ji4 !)i 
4\11 Hf'> 
5;, I ()2 

(J2H 20 

(if'l(i 21~. 11 ... ' ;",()!) ~ 

Four yeiU's. 

$1,833 00 
l ,22S 00 
1,2f>7 00 
2,639 00 
1 ,8'78 00 
8,f>75 00 
1,555 00 
7 ,S.t.!• 00 
1 ,!151 00 
2,li!i7 40 
2,146 56 
] ,ti1;"', so 
Q, 14() 80 
:J,t40 48 
fi,:J!J5 80 
I,o&4 oo 
1,886 so 
2,01fi so 
1 ,21-!0 00 
1,4!}!} 88 
l,fJfi7fO 
2,206 48 
2,112 !-10 
2,t;~., r,f; 
,2,0~0 ~8 
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No. 3-Continued. 

Aaotmt, a1 per utimatu, to ttJch cOJ&tractor ptr year, and for 
four yean. 

CoouaeOO<•. • , __ o_DO_)_·ea_r_. _
1
_F_our __ .,_"_•_rs_._ 

.Jor.eph T. Crowell, nf New York ....................... ·J' 
Carroll k Conk, ofTro}', New York .................... . 
Jewell Tbomu & Co., of BuJI'alo, N.,w York ........... . 

$7,191 !!!) 
7 636 21 
1 :63& 40 

Total •••..•••••.•••••.••••••••.•• ,--~-6-.4-6-J -H-6-

Eseeu of contract ending April, I~H, O\"l'r n(\W contract, 
eommcncin~ same date, u p<•r biJ;~.................... $2,095 65 

IDcreaM in e:~tianated quantity, upon whtch tbc ah<~n- u). 
oulatioo is hued, being 25 per cent. mnre in nt.'w con· 
tract onr old, predicatl"d upon tbe increased husincs..o; nf 
the deputment~n $16,897 45 . • . . • . • . • • • • • • • • . . • • . • . -1 ,22-1 36 

IDcreue of prire allowed to contractors in con:<eqtlt'Dl'O of 
change in blanks, upon the reorganization, under the :let 
or Congre111 of March, IR47, to reduce th" rntes of post· 
age, &c., on $16,897 45, 111 per cent.................. 1,9-13 ~ 

~.71i5 00 
29,544 H.4 
6 ,5..17 60 

•• 
Total............................ 8,263 2-l I $33,o52 96 

·- ---------------'------
NoT&.-Tho ahovc statemr.n~ doc~ not emhrai'C tlw Di!<trict of Columbia or tho States oC 

Maryland and Virginia, as they were not incluJcd in the ..:ontract of 1843. 



Ex. Doc. No.1. l:UT 
No.4. 

Abllratl !laoving lht amourat/aitl for printinK for fovr ytcr• nul
ing April 1, 1~7, tompart with tht amount coralratltd for jotW 
)'Can cornrn.tncirag .llpril 1, 1&7. 

States. 
I 

Eoding 1@.47. Comml'ftcia;: EXC!f'q ol ~nint IG tile 
JIH7. nowcontraot" drpattll*ll. 

Oftf' Wd. 

Main~ .•.••..••.•••••••..••..••. $503 !I(} $45't 2.'\ ............. 4515 
N~w H~mp!hire ••.•.•.•••.••..•• 330 ib Jui oo ············ 2l75 
lcormont ......•.••.••••••.•••••• JJO 7a 31-' ~ ............ 16 50 
Ma.,!<:achu>-etts ••••••••••••••••••• 701 75 659 75 ············ -13 uo 
Connf'f'tit·nt IUld Rhude hland ••.•• NO no 41i!f 50 ············ 41 &I 
Nt"w York •••....••.•••••...•••• 2,moo 2,1-tl 7b -··········· 635 75 
New Jersey ..••••••.•..•..•••••• 460 75 3'iR 75 ············ 72 00 
Pt'l\lll')'I\':Ulia and Dclawllrt· .•...•• 2,1i)~ .t5 1,962 25 ............ 6~ 20 
North Carolina ...••...•...•.•..• 605 !.?!> b36 &I ............. 6~ 61 
S.utth Carolina .•••........•.•••• 431 25 403 95 ............ 27 30 
Gt>orgia ••••.••.••••..•.•.•••••• 613 75 !)36 7U ············ 77 05 
.Ainban.s and Floritla ••••••••••••• 7tJI 25 7Fl5 12 $33 ~7 
Ohio ••••••.••••..••••• •• ••• • ·• • 2.(l:J2 00 I.~~~ 95 ............ 433 ~ 
Mi(•hi~an .••.••...•.•••••••••••. 300 75 338 50 37 75 
lllJian~& ........................ • .1fj0 110 4"1 iO 11 70 
lliinoi!l ..•.•.•.••.•••.•••••.••••• 515 75 541-1 2G ............ ll 55 
Iowa :md Wi!!Conl'in •••..••••••.•• 22;; 50 320 00 !H 50 
AfiSll(ollri •••• , •••• , •••••••••••••• 4UJ 2! 374 97 ., .............. :iO 27 

~~~~e~~~ :::::::::::::::::::::: M2 74 4!H 5'S ............ !>I IS 
51(6 5'( 551 62 ············ 3-1 91 

Mis.si:c~ippi .••••••..••••••••••••• 4!11 :u 6~ 20 36 ijf) 

Louisiana and Arkansas •••• , ••.•• 697 10 656 " ............ 40 it 

16,897 4;) 14,801 77 
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D. 
U11J1'ED STATES LEGATION, 

90 .EetoA lf"Grt, iid Octobn, 18.17. 

The undrr~igncr1, enToy ~xtraordinary and mini~ter plt>nipoh·o
tiary of the United State!'C of America, had the honor, on tht· 12th 
of July lut, anti more fully on the 16th of August last, to make 
oYertures t.l Viscount Palmt!rston, her majesty's principal St>cretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, for a postal arrangement betwet'll the 
United States anrl the unitcrl kin~tlom. 

The undersignecl bas this day rect>i\·etl directly from h.-r maj< sty's 
postmaster general a memorandum upon tht• subject, to be ..:ommu
nicatecl to his goYernmrnt. }>ending the ne~otiation, it is right that 
that the status of the two parties ~houlcl bt equal; ~·et, tlat• under
signed is apprised that the Ol'cler No. !:1, issued by the gcn<·ml post
office in June, 1847, by whirh a discriminatiatg clouhlt~ postage is 
levied up'on letters t·on\'t·yecl in Amuil·an mail pac·kets, from the 
United States to the unitt.·•l kin~dom, anrl from the unitt·tl kingtlom 
to the l7 nitec! Smte~, cont~nu~s to be cnfoncrl. 

The free mtcrcoursc by letter, beh\"t•t•n rnorc than fifty millions 
of people whose mothl'r tongue is the F.nglish, and of ·whom nt·ady 
one-half rlwt:ll on the wcstt·rn sidl' of the Atlantic, is of such 
momtnt to general c·ommt!rn·, init·mational fri(·nch•hip, priYatt.: af
fection, and to thl' eonclitiou and prospeds of the cullin.ttt·d worlcl, 
that even a temporary re:-;tridir.n of that fn·c<lom may well c1t·mand 
the serious attention of all who dt:sirc to t·heiish rcktions of am
ity betwet·n kincln·rl nations. 

It is, therefore, with tlc·cp regret that the undersigned f<>ds him
self compclJe,~ to protest ag!linst the post ofiicc ort!l'r in qutstion: 
1. As the act of a department of her majesty's go,·crnmcnt, with
out the warrant of 'l Briti:-h ~;tatutc. 

It is '\'f'ry true that Lorcl Palmerston, in his note of tltc 27th Au
gust, following a letter whi('h he had rcceiv(•cJ from that depart
ment, inl'ist~ that "the art of _the. :3d and 4th Victoria cxprt·sRiy 
de dare~ tlmt n 11 l~>ttt>r~>: nnt Wt·q~lunr, mort• 1 hnn ha If an nun, . .,, 
which stnll he transmitted by the post, between the unitetl king
dom and t}u~ liuitcd Stah·s of North Ameri<·a, shalJ be dwrg('ab)e 
with ilfl uniform rate of one 14hilling; anti the 7lst F.·~etion of the 
sam<~ ad proTitlcs that the cxpr<'!'~ion 'hy the p~st' shall bt· un" 
derstood as including the transmi!'!'ion of post Jettc·rs by packet
boats." Bttt the 'lt•('larations of Jaw to which Lord Pahn<>r~ton 
refers, tvitlt·ntly n·latt• tc, the Uriti~:h pa('kct ~wnicr, an1l do but 
regulate the dutic~ of British pt,stag(•. Grc·at Britain mir,ht as well, 
by act of parliament, rrgulate tht· dutif's of postage within t!w lJni
tell Statc11, as rrgulate, by aet of parliament, the sea rates t·hargea" 
ble for conveyance in Am<'rican packct-boatil, upon the grt·at and 
common highway of th<• nations. And if the ~ehrdu]e rcfrrrr!l to, 
in the act above mt•ntioned, is to be applied to Amuit'an r-oekct .. 
boats, the post office ord<'r in 'ttu·stion contravcu(•s the net; for it 
levies a PJc,·ontl postag(', wh<~n one had already been paid: thus, rna-

, kin~ the rate ('barged between the United Statc11 a~u.l the united 
I I 1111 1111/ii 
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kingclom two 11hiJiingR, for what the a.l't reft:rred to dt>clar~s shall 
be but one uniform rate. of one shilling. 

Or dicl the British legislature seriou~ly intend, by law, to tran .. 
fer cxclusivt'ly to its own exchequer the whole return for ·.hf' pack
et ~en-icc of foreign nations, sending packets to· her ports~ The 
supposition tl,at parliament can ba,·c so intenrled, is not to be en
tt>rtaincd; for ~hat intention woultl han~ bct•n inc·ou~istl'nt with tttui
ty, ancl with Jnterllational rights. In t·onfirmation uf the· npimoa 
that stu·h was nut the intention of tlw lq~i!"lature, the urull'rlii~ncd 
appeals c·ouficlcntly to Lord Palwc·rston himself, wt.o was at that 
time one of its members, and to his colleagues of that clay in the 
ministry and in parliament. 

2. But enn if the lett~r of the act of 3tl ancl 4th Viet .>ria, rhap. 
~i should ~wcm to authori~c the imposition of a discrimir1atiug pos
t:lge, the unclcr:>igncd would still prott·st against the· po~t-uflic·c or
der in question, as of a most unfric·nclly charac·tcr, contrary to those 
principles of perfect reciprot·ity whicb should ~o\'crn t h~ postal 
arrangcmt•nt between the two countries. I..orcl Palmu!-llnn is well 
aware that tlac ac:t alludccl tu is not manclatory, but that a tlisae
tion rc:-.t:; with the lorcls of the trc·asury, or :uty thrct• of tlu·rn, with 
rl•gartl to its :tpplic·ation. Tllt> pnst-o!!it·c orclt·r, to w:li, ia iLt· un
dcr:-;ignc•i has already eallt·cl tht· attention of }u•r majt·~t}:S ,;on•rn
mcnt, ~•ssumcs, therefon~, urulcniabl)', the dmrul'lt•r of an t•Xct~U· 
til'e act, not rcquirt·cl by law. 

'l'he degree of unfritmdlin<'ss that has been manift~st eel will ap
pear from n1mparing tht• rates chargccl on the Amc·rican mails, 
brought in the American packt>t to Southampton, an•l forwar<led 
from Soothampton to Havre, with thos~ which the lritish goYern
ment askl·d and accepted frcm the Ameriean gon~mmcnt, for the 
conH·\·ance from Boston to St. Johns, in Canaua, of tlu·ir closed 
mails brought in British pa('kPts to Bostt~n. A SJwcial cxpn:ss '·on
veyanc·e, for tlw sole purpose of transporting that mail, was (•stab
lished by the Aruerican go\"ernmcnt; and nothing mor\! tlmn a rate 
of two-1wn•·t· half-pt•nny for tl,e .sin~le lctt<~r of ~1alf an 01~nee, 
or about six-pt•nee the ounee, nt't wt-ight,- was th·mandt•d for '' mail 
thus t·xclu~iYcly instituted for that srrviec; an•l tht• Tiritish poMt
offiC'c, for conn:ying the American dosed mails, from Southampton 
to thl• Fren('h short·, a distan('C lrss tl•an half as grt•at a" tht· clis
tancc from Boston to St. Johns, wi1 h no un usua I o;p'··d, and in llu: 
l1~ast expensive manner, exaets four francs, or nt·arly seven fold tlae 
sum paid to America for more than twiC'c the serviet:. 

3. The undersigned further Jfrotest~ asainst the post-offiec order 
in question, not only as illegal and unfnendly, but also as unJm•ce
dented. It is true, Lord Pa)merston explainM "that the l:nited 
States is not the only couRtry to which the abovr· rncntion•·d at:t 
has been so applied, but that ora the l'ontrary, the regulation by 
whieh packet postage iR charged upon ltttcrs un•l ru·WSJHtpers, 
conveyed by foreign packets, has bren invariuhly aett·d •Jpon in 
regard to ]t'tters conveyed by the mail-ltackets of all foreign 
countric.s." Now, there lore hut two nations bu~idc the t:nited 
St~tc,s,which ~onv~y lett~rs to Uti•, isl~~d, by, their o~~ J~ail-,P.i,~k- , 
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etA, viz: France and Belgium. :c AU foreign countries" referred to 
by Lortl Palmerston, nn therefore be only Fran· t:' Belgium tDd 
America. Has "the above mt-ntioned act" ever been "so applitfl'' 
to the mail-packets of France? When and where was it "so ap
plied1" When and ~·here was double postage levit>d on a French 
mail-packetl The undersigned bas not, by diligent inquirv, been 
able to discover that the abo,·e mt-ntioncd rate was ever l'so ap
plied" to the mail-packets of France. 

Or, is h to Belgium that the above mentioned act was "so ap
plied!" It may be that once, on a line of mail-packets of Bel
gium, what Lord Palmerslon calls the ordinary rates of ship-letter 
postage may baYe been Je,·ied through mistake, becaust> the boats 
were not taken to be mail-packets; but if so, the error committed 
was readily acknowledgetl antl rectified. But Lortl Palmerston in
sists " that the ratt>s of packet postage, and not the ordinary rates 
of ship-letter postage," are chargeable upon lt>tters conveyed by 
the American go,·crnment packets, under the act above mentioned; 
and Lord Palmerston proct>eds to say that " the last occasion on 
which this regulation was so applied happened in 1844, when the 
Eelgian governmrnt having established packets to run twice a 
week between DoYer and Ostend, lt!tters t·onl'eyed by those pacli
ets were ordered to be charged with precisely the same rates 
of postage which are ~hargeable upon letters conycyed by British 
mail-par~ets." 

This statement is made by Lord Palmerston with great precision; 
but the undersigned, in reply to his inquiries in respect to it, is in
formed that" the Belgian packet-boats tlid not begin to ply bt>tween 
Ostend .and Dover till the month of March, 1846, and that no 
difFerence bas ever arisen between the two countries in reference 
to )etters transported by the packet-boats." 

Besides, her majesty's postmaster general has himself informed 
the undersigned that the post office order in question is a novel ap
plication of the rates established eight years since. 

And the undersigned begb Lord Palmerston to believe, that as her 
majesty's government has never ·imposed double postage to the in
Jury of any nation but the United States, so the post-office order 1 

m question stands in striking contrast with the welcome givPn to 
American letters from American packet-boats, by other nations of 
Europe. 

4. The underRi~ned further protests against the order in question, 
as inconsistent w1th the spirit of the convention of 3d Ju1yb1815, 
to regulate the f·ommerce between the territories of the nited 
States anrl of her Britannic majesty," whieh convention provides 
that "no higher or othu duties, or charges, shall be imposed • 

• • in the ports of any of hi~ Britannic majcNty's ter-
ritorirs in J~urope on the vesrwls of the United States than shall 
'be payable in the same port!4 on British vessels," and further, that 
" the citizer1s of the Unit~tl States • • • shall pay no 
higher or other d~ties, or chargeR, on the importation or exporta
tion of the cargoe" of the t~aid vessels, than shall be payable on 
the same article! when imrortcfl or exported in the vessels of the 
,most favored European ,~atl~ns." 
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The undersigned is here conpnined to uk if the few lhillings 
which have been thus far exacfed, and which continue to be exAct
ed by the British post office, as sea rates upon letters which it did 
Dot bring oYer sea, are a compensation for the creation of even 
temporary U.pediments in the way of commercial, social, and lci
enti6c correspondence between nations speaking the same langua1e, 
and bound to amity by the highest consideration• of regard /Or 
civil and commercial freedom. 

The undersigned, notwithstanding his former notes to Lord Pal
merston on this subject ha,·e faile-d to obtain redre~s, could not 
witness the continued exaction of double postage on letters con
Yeyecl by American steam.ers without entering his protest. 

?tleantime, he is el'er ready to contribute his efforts towards com
pleting, without delay, with her majesty's ~overnment, a postal ar
rangement, which shall place the mail serv1ce of the two countries 
on the footing of perfect rec1procity. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to Vis
count Palmerston, the assurance of his distinguished consideration. 

GEORGE BANCROFT. 

E. 

PosT 0FFIC£ DEPARTJU!NT, 
December I, 1847. 

S1a: Under the present organization of the Post Office Depart
ment, the subjects confided to the immediate 1uperintendenc~ of 
the Third Assistant Postmaster General are-

1. The management of the financial business of the department, 
DOt committed by law to the Auditor. 

2. The rendition, by the postmasters, of their quarterly returns 
of postages. 

3. The dead letter office. 
4. The issuing of po~tage stamps. · 
I will enrleaYor, in compliance with your request, to state briefly, 

in the order in which they are named, the course and extent of of
ficial action hnd upon each of these subjects in my office. 

The management of the finances, so far as they are confided to 
me, involves the keeping of c~ash accounts with the regular deposi
taries of the rlepartment, 30 in number; with the clatul of post 
officr!l, callrd draft offices, 1,215 in number; and w: .h 717 officeR, de
nominated depositing offices, because they are required to dcposite 
their balanceR quarterly with some one of the dcp01;itaries. Of 
the depositaries used by the department, seven were eRtabliRhed b7 
the al·t of the 6th August, 1846, proyiding "for the bctt(•r or~ana
zation of the treasury," and are fiscal agents common to the Treal'
ury and Post Office Departments; the, other twenty-three were de
•ignated by ,the Po~ttmaater General. , Through ,the inatrumen,talit7 
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of depositaries, the revf!DUe accruiJW in their respective district• 
of country is brought in and concedbated at the principal commer
cial points of the Union, and made available in payment of the 
quarterly balan-:es due to mail contractors and others. The amount 
thus concentrated, exclusive of- considerable sums collected and 
thrown in by the auditor, during the quarter ending September 
la~, waa t2!N,651 91, distributed thus: 
With the seven deposi tar~es of the treasury.. . • • • • • • $168,451 62 
With the 23 post oflict: depositaries. • • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • 126,200 29 

$294,651 91 

The process in th ~ auditor's office of collecting the balances 
due from late postma ~ters, throws into many of the draft offices 
important sums, whi·;h, with the revenue accruing in the draft 
offices themseh·es, are used in defraying the current expentlitures 
of the d£'partmcnt. The funds thus b!"ought together in the de
positaries, with the addition of those which accrue in the tlraft 
<Jftices, enable the dr!partmcnl to pay promptly and acceptably the 
balances reported b:r the auditor to be due the mail contractors,_ 
after the tleJudion from their quarterly pay of the sums previous
ly taken up by thc1n upon the ortlers is~ued by the auditor upon 
the collection offic( s on their respective routes. 

The payments made directly from this office, during the fi!'t·al 
year, e:nding 30th ~June b.st, amounted to $1,632,146 41, and were 
accomplished by the issue of 2,242 warrants on the tn•asury de
positaries, and 7,712 drafts upon the post office depositaries, and 
draft offices. 'P~ese figures show, with sufficient accuracy for the 
p'resent purpose, lhe amount of net revenue brought within the 
scope of my manngement, and give sorne idea of the labor per
formed by those (:ngagt>rl in its disburs•·m~11t. The warrant clerk 
keeps cash accou~1ts with 1,215 draft offices, issues the warranb on 
the seven treasur r depositaries, and in•licates, in pentil upon the 
reports of the auditor, the draft offices upon which drafts are to 
be drawn. The draft clerk issues the drafts upon the points indi
cated, keeps thE' registers of depositing offi,~es, and records the 
correspondence Jf the division. A third clerk has charge of the 
appropriution leger, in which all the payments are minlJtely post
ed under their respective heads of appropriation, and compares 
his entries quar~.erly with the official record of the auditor. The 
third assistant himself, keeps the cash accounts with the thirty 
depositaries, conducts the correspondence, and performs the gen-
eral duties pertaining to his station. . 

It affords me great pltmsure to say that the ~eneral punctuality 
m'lnifested by the postmasters, in rendering theu quarterly returns, 
entitles them to the highest commendation. The number of post 
offices on the 'lOth June last, was 15,146. The number of post
masters de line uent in rendering returns for the quarter ending that 
day, was only154. A few of these, owing to some ~mporary de
raaeP.ment of the, service, had not been sup:(>lied with the , m~il, 
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<Jllu:r~t Lad but just entered upon their rluties as the quarter was 
clo!!ing, and some unimportant offices had been vacant for want of 
suitable incumbents. The rec·c·ption and transmil'sion of the quar
terly returns to the auditor, for official settlement, oc<"upies two 
clt-rk~, whose duties arc artluous and respun:.ib:, .. 

The dead letter office being an object of ttencral curiosity, I ap
pencl two tabular statt>mt'nt~, marked A and B, which, I appre
henci, will gi\"t' a mort• exact itlt·a of its o1•eration~ for tbe last two 
years, and of their ,·aluL" to the public, ·than any mere written 
statement ··ould con ny. 

The number of clead lt'ftcrs r('turned 'luarterly, is e!lltimated at 
450,000. In the disposition of these )eth•rs, five clerk~ are t>n
gaged-one compares the letters with the ch·acl letter bills returned 
by the postmaster:-;; two tht·n open the letter~, ancl hand over 
those containing articles of ,·a]ue to two other clerks, who register, 
and send them out to postma!';tt.'f~, to bc· tlcliYt•rt•cl to the right 
owners. The cleacl letters not containing ('ndosurf's of va]u(', are 
packed in sacks, haulNl out upon !he common at t'1w t•ncl of each 
quarter, ancl burnt under the inspection of unc of tht> clerks. 

The money, consi~hng usually of bank paper, i!lsutcl from va
rious parts of the t' nion, i~, from time to timt·, c~Oil\'t>rtt'cl ancl tie
posit eel with the funcls of the tlcpartml•nt, suhjt>ct to futurt~ claims. 
From the reorganization of the tlepartml•nt, on the 2cl Ju~ , 18.36, 
to the 30th June last, thN<' was llepositecl with the funcl~ of the 
department, the sum of $10,~29 28, arising from the convc_sion of 
unclaimetl money, and the sale of misecllaneous articles. 

Pursuant to the 1 llh section of the act, approved 3cl March, 
1847, authorizing the Postmaster General to prepare postage 
stamps for the pre-puyment of posta'ge on letters, a contract was 
made with Messrs. Rawdon, Wright, Stuart, and Edson, eminent 
engra\"ers of New York, for supplying the department with stamps 
of the denominations of 10 and 5 cents, ready fM use. I; ncler this 
contract, a rarcel was obtaine1l from theltl amounting to $50,000; 
and stamps, to the value of $28,3~0, haYe since bc>en i~sucll to 95 
postmasters for clistribution. 1' otwithstauding tM>y haYe been 
found ,·cry convenient in many localities; ancl uncler various dr
cumstances, there has nnt been that great demand for them that 
was anticipate,J. Many import~nt commercial towns have not ap
plyed for them, and in others thf"y are only used in trifling amounts. 

I am, very respectful1y, your obedient Rt>rvant, 

Hon. C..tvE JouNsoN, 
Poatmaster Gmeral. 

JOHN MARRON, 
Third .,qssistant P. M. General. 
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F. 

-~ t'PIToa '• O•·•·acat, 
Poll tJ,#ct Dtp.,lanet, .N'oua6n 1"7, 18&7. 

Saa: h addition to tht' usual •tah.•m .. nt of thr rt"rf'iJltl and c·x
prnditur.-s of tbe departmf'nt for the: ynr rnded 30th Jun .. l;~st, )"OU 

duirc oar to rrport to you thr l"OUfllt' an•l anaount of thr business 
nf this otlil·c for the h.-n tisral yeat!l Jut put, and rn•uing tht" rt>
du,·tion ot JlO~Ct:agu by law. In complyintt with your rc:quc·~Ct, aa I 
now proc·ec·•l to •lo, I ba,·c thf' honor to stat .. , that in it!l primary 
branch tlar quartrrly rf'turos nf all thr postnaut .. ra ltnt' bc·•·n tluly 
and promp!ly adju~h·•l f(\r c·ach quarll'r liUt'l'r!'~CiYt'ly: th• t'rror!l 
found in them •·ortl"\'trd; notin~ of ~ucb rrrors ;,tiYt·n to'thr poat
mastrrs; :and ..-h .. nrvrr th .. ~· ha'·" takt"n t'~r•·ption tn !ltada rnrr .. r
tion, tht·ir objt•t:lion!l ha\·,. been fully ··onsitlt·n·•l :nul ll'''Jl"rly an
swered: ;~ntl, in tht· ~rcoa•l hranda, tht'!<t' returns han• ht·t·n tluly rPg
istert•cl, so as to sltnw the halolhn~s to br pn!tlt•tl into thr h·~rnt to 
tht• titbit of the intlivitluals, "\Dtl the• rcvt•:uac n·n·iHd ancl tbe rx· 
pt·ntlituns in.·urrt·•l by tlat"m, to be llosh·d to the propt•r h•·ad!l of 
both in tht·ir St'\"t:ral ahtl Jt'Silerti,·c an·uunb, and for th• issut• of 
the tJUarlt·rl~· •·<•unter-warnuat, to hrin~ tlu.· amount oi tlu· t':\:flt'~i
turt·s into tin· tn·;a~ury ~s the h·g:tl rt·t·ngnition of tlw Sltitlamount 
pai.l out. 

In tht· pay branda, whi..J, i11l'laul.-~ as well th.- paynat'nt of .-on
tradnrs as l'·•· •·ollc•t·tion of tlat' hahmt't•s in O\'t"r t·le\·o·n thousan•l 
po~t otlin ~,the· wnrk hus prort'f:tlet! with t'tfUal \·i~or to avail the 
•lq>artmt·nt on tlu• one laan•l from ttnarh·r tu quartt'r of the full 
amount of rt'\·cnue in tbo'lt' offir•·s, nntl on the othe:r to pay th.- con
trndors ;~s !'fH~•·•Iily as JIOSsible, not only u a return jt~atly due to 
their lnt'ritorious exertions, but as l'tt·ntuotlly b.-nt'ficial to thf' de· 
partmcnt ihelf. Settlf'ments and rt>ports of thc> balance!! tlut·, after 
deducting surh rollt-l'lions, have in t'Very quartt-r within the two 
years bt>t'n matlt• for the great ho•ly of tt>e t·ontrartors iu tlw f'arly 
part of the month rest'rH·•I in the contrn•·ts for potym .. nt, and the 
tlrafts or \\'arrants isllut>•l in paymf'nt transmitte•l to tbt-tn; and whtm
ever at this pNintl a st'ltlemt-nt has ht>•·n foun•l impructinble for 
the want ftf proper returns, aoticc hu ht-cn gin·n to the ••ontractor 
without waiting fur him to write, in ortlt>r that be mi!(ht rt-move the 
tliffit·ulty, of whah•\'t'r nature it might be. The rorrt-spnndence in 
other rt>Spl'l'h, on this anti other branche!l of bu!'int·sll, has been on 
the part of tht.• offirc at once prompt, full, an•l to the points in
vohed. 

In tht• bo!'Kki.'I.'Jll'f!l dh·ision, the numPrOU!I t•ntrie!l ~rowing out or 
tht>sf' ht·u,·y branchf'R of bnsines11, and the numerous and d1ver!1ified 

· t•ntries ~rowing out of the collecting end misct>llant'OU!I brarH'ht>!l, 
have, in like mannPr, bl.'en carried into the legt·n in chit' time, 110 
as to afford the rarliest practirabiP resultl'l of the opc·ration!l of the 
departmt•nt, from quarter to quarter, in re!lpHt aR well to its vari
ous de11ctiption of rt-\'l.'nue an•l expenditure, aM to the balann•11 due 
from or to tndi viduals, whether contractors, postmasters, or other11. 
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The amount of work done may partly be inferred from aome of 
the leading iteans exhibited in the following table: 

--- -~---:-----r---::---------:---~-----

5 i ~ t e fj i 11 1 '.a ~ -! . 

t i1 1 n . H! 11 -~" !~ 1 n 
• i "l! ~ ~e•-€: ... ~ E 1 i~ i 3 II 
~ g._! t 1-: e -::: l! 0 

t ; ! "2~ . ~'-c.e; i E "1 ... ~ t -~ ; ~ . I ! -= ~ ::. 7 c "' ~ ... f 
... i 0 I ~ =§ ~ I t ~ ! ! i f ~ ii .!.j ~ ~ ~ a" 

!I § -~ ·1 S ~ c f ·:: ~ g ! ; ,: .::.: ~ -;; -c .... -:s I • - ~--c:i:rc. .. j- ~ .,.&: • .a 
0 c I ... ,.. I - .. ... 0 c 0 ..=,a.. ll: 0 ~ .~ ~ Q ~ ~ 

~~:--,--;--,·--',--·---,.--
Sept. 30: 14,733 : 2.291 I )1},565 •••••••. 2.195 i 2.572 9'l7 1&,103 
1>~~~:.111-&,:lGO 11,~ i 11,076,. •·•••·• 2,23-1 I 2,-ISU 6.H 10,7:!:> .2(),!)51 

Mar. 311 1.1,367 2,1!!t JJ,093 ........ : 2,16-1 12,-&ot 636 9.'lR9 
June 30 14:437 2,24i! JJ,Wl l. ....... i 2.2-19 2,-m; 1 ~;3 lJ,•m; 
&•pl. 30 1-1,702 1 l.~'<l! 10,1~2 j 6.33.& I 2,2b7 2.-l-lfl .;09 17 .~lj ur· ~ .. J5,:lS3l. 1,767 i ll,ll'29l 6,3-17 2,311. 2,491 I ·lfH 16.255 

.M~l 15,079 3.~5 I II.04R 6.390 2.JO'J I 2,271 656 U.-100 
Jwte 30 15,161 j !?,aoo i 11,172 j (-111 2,36~ i 2,7-13 l 5~~ 17,219 

Great activity has been gi,·en to the l'oJlecting branch, as the 
practical sanction to enforec the faithful rendition of the accruing 
reYenueA, in whatt'H!r form the pol'tmasters may ha,·e been required 
to pay them on.,·, or the balances remaining in their hands when 
they have gone out of office. Whenever it has appeared that ~ny 
postmaster bas failed to pay O\·er to the contractor authorized to 
collt:ct, to deposite acl~ording to his instructions, or to pay a draft 
drawn on him, his account has been immediately stated from the 
books, the balcmce due a~t~ertained, and a draft issued for the 
amount. There ha,·e been few instances in which the remonstrances 
addressed to him and to hi• securities, on the~e oclasions, have 
failed of the duired effect. In like manner, wht~n a postmaster has 
gone out of officr, no time ha•J been ]eft for the sense of responsi
bility to abate, or for temptation to misapply the public money to 
intervene. Without waiting until the entries which may appertain 
to his a(:count can find their appropriate place in the legers, an 
estimate is at once made of the amount due, anti energetic steps 
adopterl to <'(•llect it. The great success which has attended this 
method of collection, and the advantages which accrue to the de
partment in the immecliate coJDmand of the SUJDS involvecl, far out
weigh the adrJiticmal labor it has occ~asionell. JJctween the 1st July, 
1845, and thr! 30th June, 1847, se,·en thou!llanl1 and forty-four pQst· 
maatrn went out of office by death, rc,~ignation, ancl removal, hnving 
running acl~ounts of debit and creclit to be stated, adjusted, and 
dosrd. Of this number, two thousand seven hundred and thirty
five have beE>n cloted. The amount due upon the d~it ac~countt 
was $153,2~15 06,, of which there has been collected~81,266 71; 

' ' ' 
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1~a1'ingltt,M8 M in th~ coune of coll~ctioa, no part of whicla, it 
is beh~Y~d, will be loet. 
Th~ numbt>r of acceunts open on the booka for balanr~s whirla 

accruw for and &«ainst the departmf'nt prior to ht July' 1845, 
some of many year1 ltanding, was •leYen tbousancl three bundrt>d 
and nin•ty-nine; of which eight thou!and tbne hundred and .-ighty
one casl's have been closed, realizinJ!, by collections on the forruer, 
the sum of $89,471 34. 

The portion of th•11~ coll•ctionl'C .-lfe('ff'd by ~uit wa~, in tht> yt>nr 
ended 30th Junf', 18i6, in ninety-nine n~~s, •25Jl35 3.'(, whilst the 
amount for which suit was directed in that year was~ in c·i~l.ty-two 
casPs, $16,5&& 80. The portion rollt•ctt>cl in thl' :n·ar t·ntlt."cl :Wtb 
June, lSli, was, in one hundrecl and thirty use~, $2tJ,36l 75, whil~l 
tht> amount for which suit v-as dirt·ctecl was, in unc l.untlr•·•l unci 
twenty-nine rast>s, $11,487 48; tla'.ls diminishing the· pencling t•ases, 
in number twenty-sevt>n, and in amount tl7,H-i4 &>. 

I ht>g you, sir, to t~ompare the sum of $2l,!J4S :l-J, not alrl'acly 
(but whid1 it is bt-licvt>tl will be) collected out of tllt' tran~adio11s 
of the two last fiscal yt>ar~, with the rcsitl~e of the re\·t·uut• nf those 
yt>ar~. about t7,300,000 t·itht>r adually expendetl or suhjt·<·l to im
metliatc draft, (being less than one-thirtl of ()nc pt-r nnt.,) and I 
think you must become satisfied that bt.•lWP":'l appart·nt rt-\"NJUe and 
a\·ailaLil· rHcnut', the practit·al distinrtwn ha~ tlisappPart•cl, ancl 
that you may suhstantially count upon the full amount of revenue 
as fast as it accrnt>s for the service of the dep&rtJut-nt. Considering 
that this large amount of revenue ha~ been deriYed in min~tt- Rums 
from t·very ~·ity, town, and bamlt>t, and from almost t>Hry indh·iff
ual in the nation, and that it has passed into the trt·asury of the 
department through the hands of more than fiftel'n thousand post
ma!'h•rs, it t-xhibits a degree of fidelity and punctuality on their part 
scarcely to 8e surpassed. 

The accuracy of the work in general, and its f&cility and des· 
patch, have been promoted by establishing fixed periods for the 
progressive advancement of the successive branrhes1 from quarter to 
quarter, throughout the year, and liy t.•stabJishing rec1procal tbe,~ks, 
as fat as practicable, in place · •hat regular and habitual re-exam· 
ination of accounts by the comptroller's officers, of whi<·h Pvery 
othrr auditor's office enjoys the benefit. The orcler of the Presi
dent, requiring the regular attendance of its offirers and the morA 
equable distribution of duties, combiraeri pf"rhaps with otht-r '·au~t>"' 
have maintained the current branches in hPalthful ,·igor, and still 
left a portion of the regular force of the offi('e, notw1thstanding the 
increase of the business, for re-examining and arljueting tlae ol•l ac
counts, and for other objects not indispensable to the r.urrent busi
ness of perhap~ equal import8"Cl'. Of this character, is reJ!arded 
the new and analytical arrangement, nearly completed, of the books 
and papers, which the Yoluirlinous character of both ar•peared to 
render of muc~ moment to the correct management of the office. 
In shott, sir, I may Yenturc to say, 1hnt whilst no part of the bullli· 
ness of the twe years is in arrear, muth has been accomplisht"d in 
closing up the old, and improving the general condition ()f the office. 
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In closing t~is report, allow me to commend to your favorable 
regard the chief, the principal, and othetr clerks, but for whose 
Taried skill, unfta~ging zeal, and persevering labor, the oflice could 
not have accomphsbed or reported these material results. 

I have the honor to remain your obedient servant, 

Ron. CAvJ.: JoHNSON, 
Pollmo.lttr Gtnf!ro.l. 

P. G. WASHINGTON, Atcditor. 

G. 

PosT On·tcE DEPARTMENT, 

.March 31, 1847. 
Sta: Accompanying this is a letter of appointment to you, as 

special ag,.nt of this department, for the timt: specified, in the Ter
ritory of Oregon. At its last session, Congress estahlisLctl by law, 
the following post routes: 
F~om Astoria, in the Territory of Oregon, to Indcpentlcnce Mis

souri. 
From Oregon city, ,·ia Fort Vanl'ouvcr and Fort Nesqually, to 

mouth of Admiralty inlet. 
From Oregon city up the Will.mctte valley to the Kalamit river, 

in the diredion <?f San }~rancisco, to go into operation, if practica
ble, by the first of .July, 1847. 

Under the accomp~nying appointment, you will forthwith pro
ceed to cause the mail to be carried on said routes, not oftener 
then on,:e a week, and as frequently, within that limit, as <.:an be 
obtained for the compensation· hereafter stated. The amcunt of 
pay will be the entire yield of the respective offices on the routes, 
over and above the commissions to the postmasters respectively. 
As Oregon city will be situated on two of the routes, you will di
vide the net proceeds of that office into two parts, assi~ning a ha)f 
to each of the routes. The same remark applies to }~ort Vancou
ver. It iN probable that each route will have to he tlh·ided into 
two or more, for the purpose of getting the mail carried on them. 
when an office <:omes to be situated on two or more sections, a di
vision of their proc~eds, according to the number of trips per
formed on P.ach, will have to be made between the different con
tractc-rs coming to said office. Wh(~ncvcr you obtain a contractor 
for any portion of the sen·iec, you will have a memorandum there
of takt~n and executed by said eontructor, setting forth the terma 
of tb.e arrangement, particulilrly the number of trips to be per
formed in a month, in both duections, and the days and hours of 
departure nnd arrival at each end of the route, the lcngt'h of the 
route, name!'! of places on the route; specially designating thoae 
where post offices are opened, and the period during which the ser
vice is to be performed. Have also, a duplicate of this memoran-. 
'lum taken and executed by the contractor, for the purpose of ea· 
closi~g one to thia d~parhnent. 
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You are hereby authorized and inatructe4, to ~elect eui~le .... 

competent persons, at proper pointa, for poatmuten, aot a,arer te 
each other than ten miles apart, uuleu apecial rea10n1 eD.t, 1how• 
ing an absolute necessity for Jtlacing the ofticts nearer to each other. 
You will report the names of those persons with their locatiou 
ancl names of offices, for appointment by the department, u pod
masters. But you are authorized, in the meantime, to put. tM 
offices in operation, and cause said persona, nominated byy.ou • 

· postmasters, to ~nter upon and perform all their duties u n~. 
You will see that f'aid postmasters pay over the net proceeds of 
their offices to the contractors, after the expiration of e:-.cb quarter, 
that is, from anti after the months of March, June, September, aatl 
December, anti that the sen-icc be'l'aithfully performed by the coa
tradors. 

Your compt>nsation will be at the rate of $1,000 a year, with •• 
additional allowance of two dollars per day, when you are absent 
from your home, on the business of this department, which two 
dollars a day is to be in full for all travelling or oiher pereonal u
penscs. You wiJl report, from time to time, your doings to tlae 
dl'partment, and keep jt as well advised, as the opportunities of 
communication will allow you, of the state of the mail service ia 
Or~gon, and all important particulars touching the same. If prac
ticable, mail bags, locks, keys, an<l. blanks will be forwarded by 
t~hip to Astoria, for· your use and di.ibution. The l'ws and regu
lations of the dcpartm~nt, you will find in possession of the bearer 
of this, Mr. Shively, who has been appointed postmaster-at Astoria .. 

C. JOHNSON. 
Gen. CoRNELHJR GILLIAM, 

Upper Williamette, Oregon. 

P. S. It has been arranged to sen,t per ship, six mail bags witla 
lo<"ks JLttached, and Mr. Shh·eJy takes with him six spare k•J., 
blanks for accounts, &.c., which the postmasters can obtain of tlae 
postmaster of Astoria. 

H. 
• 

STOCKTON CAlL 

On the 3d of March, 1847, ·Congreas pa11ed the followiag jGiat 
reaolution : . 

·"Be f,t r·uoltel by t"e Staate And Howe of Repru.-tJtive• •/ 
the United Statu of .Rm.erict!. in Congrc11 •••tmblctl: Tb.at the 
PostrnutPr General be, and he is hereby, directed to pay to Wil
lilltn B. Stokes, 8urviving partner of Jobn N. C. Stockton "- CGm
pany, for carrying ·the mail in the year eighteen hundred ... 
1hirty-aix, on ttle lower or florida toute, in eonaequence of the ia
terruptioa of the mail by the Creek bt1tiJitie1 on the upper roate, 
auca eoap~;~~11tion u rb&ll be eatablitlaed to be an adefluate r• 

86 
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auention for th-e eame, taking into coasideration the Yalue of the 
""icea perfo·'JDed, and the- loss to the uid contractor• by the ex
elusion of pauengers, aa directed by the then Postmaster General; 
and it shall be the duty of the Poatmaster Ge-neral to P.•Y the 
amount so al~owed out of the current appropriation for ma1l trane
portation., 

Upon an •:xamination of the case, it appears that John N. C. 
Stockton &. Company were ~ontractors on the Florida route, from 
Augusta, Georgia, by Bainbridge and Pensacola, Florida, to 
Jlakely, Ahbama, in the spring of 1836, and were bound to take 
t'he United ~)tates mail three times in each week over the route 1 .1 

hto-horse •!Oal·hes, and in stearnboats between Cedar Bluff and 
Pensacola, in Sl days, for the sum of $18,240. 

They ha1l chan~ ed the senicr, ns it is presumed, with the con
sent of th( department, so as to perform that part of it between 
Pensacola and Blakely in stf'amboats, an.t between Augusta and 
Cedar Bl11ff in foar-borse post coaches, alleging, as a reason for 
the chang·~, bad roads and .the high price of forage, and, probably, 
with a vifw of competing with the Georgia line for the transporta
tion of travellers. 

This w 1s the actual scn·ice in operation when the mails we-re 
stopped, in May, 1836, by the Indian disturbances in Alabama. 
The great southern mail had b.een taken, prior to this time, on the 
upper or Geo~gia line tlaily,. four-horse post coaches, by \Vard 
Taylor, John H. Aver'7 , 0. Saltmarsh, and Richard C. Sto\_;kton, 
on the route from Columbus, Georgia, by Montgomery, Alabama, 
to Mobile. 

The Florida Iin·e was use1l alone for the transportation of the 
local mails. The mails were stopped by the lndtans on that part 
of the route between Columbus and Montgomery. It be('ame ne
~essar~·, therefore, for the department to send the mails over 
some <1ther route. On the 18th of May, 1836, the department di
rected that all mail matter from the north, for places south and 
west of Columbus, shoultl be sent over the western route, by 
Whef ling and the rivers. This order was reseindcd on the 20th of 
May, and again renewed on the 23d, and continued in force until 
the Iniian disturbances had ended. 

. Tt.at portion of the route between Mobilt> and Montgomery was 
not interrupted by'the Ind:,ans, and much of the mail matter coming 
north was sent to Montgon1ery, and then by Tusealoosa and through 
the State of Tennessee. 

The contractor Williamson, on the route between Montgomery 
and Tuscaloosa, claimed a large sum from the department for the 
extra mails taken over his linet~, and obtained the passage of an act 
of COllgresA directing the settlement and payment of hia 'account, 
wHch was done. · · 

As aoon as information was received by the postmaster at Mobile 
of the interruption of tbe mails on the Georgia line, without any 
at.thority from the depe:rtment, he made a contract with J. N. C. 
S ;ockton & Com puny fM taking the great touthern mail over tbeil 
Florida line, advance~ $6,000 in cash, which wa• afterwards repaid 
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to the dedartment, and agreed further to pay at the ta1ne rate tJaat 
the "ai Stockton charges his passenger• for extra ba1~gage." ·, 

It waa ~stimated in the department at the time, judlliug from the 
usual size and weight of the great southern mail, that at would coat 
the department about·~ ,400 per trip, or at tht- rate of tl61,000 per 
annum. The contract wu r~ported to the department on the 27th 
of May, Oft the same day declared ill~gal and extravagant, die
avowed, and notice s-iven to Stodcton. He was, nevertheless;urJed 
to continue the servace, and assurance given that a liberal and JU&t 
compensation would be made him by the department; and if the 
d~partment had not the power to make him ample remuneration; 
that an appeal in his behalf would be made to Congress. 

The service was continued on the Flo!'ida line until the 26th of 
July ; the elC::&ct time of the commencement of this extra service 
does not hppear. It was, probably, within a few days after making 
the contract. I have assumed 70 days as the time of its continu
ance. 

The department seems, at all times, to have been ready to settle 
with Mr. Stockton and pay him for the extra service, upon the 
principles prescribed in the 23d section of the act of 1836; which 
prohibits extra pay to contractors, except in exact proportion to 
the increase of stock and expenses required for the add1tional ser
vice, when compared with the origiral contract. 

Mr. Stockton insisted upon pjlment according to the contract 
with the postmaster at Mobile. e appealed to Congress, alleging 
that the extra mails (including the iocal) which they had carried, 
in that time-

Going south, \\·cighed ..•••••••••••••••••.•••••• 
And going north •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

18,429 pounds, 
7,815 " 

26,244 " 
whieh, estimated nt $6i per hundred weight, the price he now al
leges he charged for extra baggage.-

Amounted to the sum of ••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Besides the cash paid .••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••• 

• 

$14,959 
- 5,000 

19,950 
===== 

The mails are stated, upon the oath of John W. Maury, to have 
been weighed by bim on the steamboats, and the above is the 
weight ~iven by him and relied upon by Stockton in hi!; application 
to Congress. V. W. RipJry a)!'o weighed the maill4 at Augusta and 
furnished the weight to Mr. Stockton, but his certificate of the 
weight does not 11cem to ha~c been presented to CongrcH!I, nor bas 
it been to the department. 

In acting upon thi~ application, Con~ress treate'l the contrr.ct 
with the pot~tmuter as a nullity, anrl darectcd that an "ade9uat1 · 
f'emunerction be made for the services renderrd, and m asccrtaming 
that, ,the value of the ru!r· ·,icn was to be considertd as well 11 any , 
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lea wkicll tke contractor• 1Ulltaiaed from tlu tzcleuitna of p1111ua
acn, u directed by the Pottmaater General. 

The departuient was entitled, under the existing contract wi~h 
Steckton, when the great mail was transferred to the Florida line, 
to the exclusive use of two-horse coaches, if the size of the mails 
required it, aad boats between Cedar Bluff and Pensacola, without 
any additional pay, to be run three times fjach week and in six and 
a hil( days' time. The service was, in truth, rendered in four-horse 
post coaches, between Augusta anti Cedar Bluff, anti in steamboats 
ltetween Pensacola and Blakely, and the claimant is entitled, un
aer the resolution, to the difference in value of the two kinds of 
aervic!~. 'fhe claimant has omittetl to show that any additional 
coaches or horses were bought, or drivers employf>d, or any money 
expended in consequenc-e of the transfer of the great mail to that 
liae, or that any·losses were actually sustamed from a salt• of the 
eoaches or horses upon a discontinuance of tlie service. He has 
chosen to rely, mainly, upon estimate!~ of the number of coaches 
and horses which such such increased service would require; esti
mates of the loss upon a sale of the property when the service was 
discontinued; the cost of hiring steamboats; the board and pay of 
drive.rs; the expense of keeping horses; rf>pairing coaches, harness, 
Ac., &c. Some of them making the actual expenses greatly exceed 
the contract price for taking the southern mail daily on the upper 
line, as well as the local mails on both of the lines. 

A similar course has been adopted in the effort to ~how the loss 
.-astained by the exclusion of travellers. The instructions given to 
Stockton to exclude passengers when the size of the mails rt•quired 

. it, were but a repetition of the conditions in every mail contract. 
Their agents state, that they frequently excludcll passengers on ac
count of the size of the mails ; but how many were cxduded, or 
how many taken, is not shown, as might ha\'C been done by th~ 
production of the way-bills which arc u!lually kept by such compa
nit~s, or by the settlement of acl'ounts between partners. 

Certificates and affi,]avits arc pro,Jured, that there was much 
travtl on the upper line; that two lim·s of eoaehes lt:ul b('<•n run on 
it prior to the Indian rlisturbatH'C!I 7 frmn whieh it is (·xpected an infer
ence wiH be drawn that the f:tagcs would havt• taken ninr pas5cn
gers t•ach trip, a~ that the United Statrs should pay them their 
usual price of $56 for each passenger. The affi1hwit of Mr. Plitt, 
an agent of the department at the ti"'1e, and Mr. Fulh·r, a contrac
tor on the upper route, express similar opinions, and their strong 
convictions, that nine passengers would hu\'e passed over the route 
each trip; and Mr. Plitt asserts that he offered to par StoC'kton 
that amount for each trip, which would have cost the Tfnttf>d States, 
if it had been ncccptecl, $504 per trip, eaeh way, or $1,008 for the 
rounfl trip, amounting to $367,920 for tlaily service Ntch year. 

Jf snr.h a proposition had been ac,~f.•ptcd, the contra :t must have 
hen rejected by the Postmaster General, as illegal and extravn
&ut. 

The entire senice on both lines, ar~ contracted for by the same 
partie•, daily, and. in four-hone post coachc~ on the upper, anti 
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tri-weekly oa t~e lower ia two hone coaches, colt the depan.ent 
the sum of $t.2,61J eact. year ; aad yet, accordiag to thia eatiaate,., 
for senice in four-hone post coaches, thne and a half timet a 
week,. the Unite•l StatH is to pay at the rate of 118379601 ia add\ .. 
tion to the tt8,240 already paid for the local mails. 

If the travel bid been such u aow repre~f.'ntt>d, there can acareeJy 
be a doubt that Stockton l. Co., wouhl have ·made the eer•ici, 
daily, for the accommodation of tht> public, and particularly ao, if~ 
each trir would have yielded $504, the price of nine pauE>ngers. 

In addition to this, Mr. Storkton relied upon the sworn state
ment of his o\\·n agent, when he applied to ~ongress, showing the 
weight of the mail~, wbPn be PXpected his pay to be rt•gula•ed by 
weight, under hi~ contract v;ith the postmaster at Mobile. This 
statemt>nt shows that the t•ntire weight of tbf.' mails for ?0 days, 
an:raged daily, going south, 263 pouncl:t, and going north, 112 
pounds; or ,)ouble those aruouuts on alternate days. This demon
strates, if true, and there is no reason to doubt it, as it was pre
sented an<l reHed upon, as the basis of his t·l:lim, bf Stockton him
self, that the weight of the mails rould not materially have inter
fered with the transportation of pa!'st·•lg-_·rs, and particularly so as 
the service, on about one-half the rotHe, was performed in steam
boats. 

'l'he accumulation of three or fo\;r mails, at one place, before the 
re~uhr transportation commcneecl on the lower line, may, and no 
doubt did, produce some inconvenience to contractors, as well as 
trn'fellers. Whatever may have been the amount of t!'avel on the 
upper Jinr, before the Indian di..,turbances broke out, it is JDore 
than probable, from an apprehension of personal dangt>r on either 
line, that a great proportion of the travel would baYe taken the 
western route, going south, sod by Montgomery and Tuscaloosa, 
on the wt-stern route, coming north, and that the Joss of rassengers 
on this route shoul•l be attributed to that, rather than to the size or 
weight of the mails. 

The proposition of Mr. Plitt, the estimate~ or gucsse~, ns set 
forth, give but little idea of the vahte Qf the sPr~i,~es performed; 
and if there had been nothing e]~e in the cas€.', I dvubt whether an 
award could have been properly made for the want of proof. 

'l he records of the department, howeTer 111 furnish data, upon 
which & fair, just, and rea11onable compcnsatron may be md.de the 
partie~~ for the extra services performed, and for which pRy is now 
claimed. 

·At the annual lettings, in the autumn of 1834, the !lrrvice was so 
arran~ed on th(•se two routc11, the }~'lorida and Oeorgia line11, that 
the great southern mail was !lf'nt, on ~lternate day11, over t>ach Jine, 
in four-horse post coache11, connecting at Hlakcly, for the following 
prices: 

On the Fiorida line, $27,240 per annum. 
On the Georgia line, 15,375 per annum. 
This service wu continued until the fa11 of 1835, when, at the 

.ins~ance of John N. C. Stockton, with the, asrccnt of the other~ in~ 
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tereated, that portion o( the great 10uthern mail, which had beeD 
tra111ported oYer the Florida line1 .... waa transferred to the Georgia 
he, which was mad~ daily, and ~~00 taken from the pay of the 
Florida line and addecl to the pay of the Georgia line, and the Flo
rW!. line reduced to two-hone post coaches, tlaree time• a w~k, 
aaa:twent~four hours more time ginn. Thus John N. C. Stock
ten ~ Co., and the contractora on the Georgia line, with the assent 
of the d~partment, setting th~ yaJue of transporting one-half of the 
~eat aouthnn mail, exclucling local mails, over this Yery rout~, at 
18,600 per annum. This arrangement took effect the 1st of Janua
ry, 1836. 

There was nothing in the nature of the service to render it more 
difficult to perform, or mor(' e~pensive to the contractors, or more 
Yaluable to the department in May, June, and· July, 1836, than it 
had been the preceding year; ancl n~ reason is seen why the most 
ample justice would not have been done to the contractors if, when 
the great mail was transferr.ed to the Florida route, "the pay, as 
adjusted by themselve~, had been transferred with it. 

There could be no harclship in this, when it is considered, that 
John N. C. Stockton &. Co., the contractors on the lower line, ancl 
who were probably intere~ted with R. C. Stockton, c. n the uppel' 
line, actually received full pay for taking the great •nail on the 
upper line, when it was, in truth, taken on the lower line, and pay 
now claimed for it a second time. · 

It would seem to be but just that, as the great mail was not, in 
truth, taken over the Georgia line for 70 days, that the suin tb be 
paid the lower line, for extra sen·ices, ~hou)d be deducted from the 
pay on the upper lin~; but the pay due the contractors on the upper 
line has been settled and adjusted by the proper officers, at the 
proper time, and perhaps correctly; and I do not think myself au
thorized, by the joint resolution, to revise, or in any way interfere 
with the settlement for f;ervices on it. 

It is, therefore, my opinion, that the value of the t>xtra service, 
thus rendered, is more correctly ascertained by a reference to the 
contracts made, a few months bt>fon•, between the Rame parties for 
the precis!' service now claimt!d to have been rendered in May, 
June, and July, afterwards; and, in my judgment, it is a full and 
fair price for the seavict>S rendered, and if there Waf! any Joss of 
passt•ngers in consett'lenee of the mail having been so tranRferred, 
from tbe upper to the lower lint", that by paying them a full price 
for four-hors(' post coach Sl'rvict", r~ntltJretl daily, at the prices 
fixed by themselves, it will be an adl~quate remuneration for all the 
extra services performed by them, as well as any damages which 
may have bt•rn sustnint>d from th(' Joss of travel. 

ft i~, therefor<', ordered that William B. Stoke~t, the su1·viving 
partner of John N. C. Stockton & Co., be pai1l, out of the appro· 
priation for mail tran!llportation, for seventy days serviet>, at the 
rate of' $17,000 pn annum, for taking tbe great mail o\·er the Flo
rida linr, during the Indian disturbancet~, whic.h amounts to t3,256. 
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The joint reaohation of the 3d of March, 184'7, for the nlief of . 
M.A. Price aad E. A. White, directs the Pootmuter Oeae':~~~ 
cause the account of M. A. Price and E. A. White, of the S ·'!! 
Tenne.saee, for mail transportation, to be auclited and aettled? 
to pay to the said· Prit~e aDd White, out of the fund appropnat 
lor mail tnnaportation, the same rate of rompensation, from the 
lst day of January to tht! 1st day of February, 1831, u was allowul 
and paid them {rom tae )st of June to the 3bt of December; 183'7." 

In· compliance with tbi.• resolution, I havt' nrefully t'Xamined the 
account of Price and \\.b1te. It appears that they were contractors 
on route 2749, from Jacksl•n to Columhuo:, Mississippi, prior to the 
lst of January, 1837,.at the rate of ti,316 67 per month. 'fhe 
Postmaster General directe~ the service on this route and otheu to 
be extended to the 1st of l'ebruary, and the contract for Yessrs. 
Pr;ce and 'White was sent to them fot the performance of the ser
vice until the 1st of February, and executed by tht'm with the fol
lowing memorandum, following the r,ame of Price: "only considers 
hiruself hound to comply with his contract, filed in the Post Office 
Department." By which it is presumed he meant ois proposition 
to take the mails at the above compensation on that route until the 
31st of December, 1836, and which had been acctpted by the d~
partment. The service was performed until the Jst of Ff'bruary 
without further notice by the depntment or parties, so far as the 
records show; and the contractors were paid the above comp~nsa
tion. At the lettings for the servic,~ on tbitJ route, after the 1st of 
February, 1837, Kincheloe ~id for it at the .rate of t914 58 per 
month; Price and White at the rate of t2,i41 66 per month. Kin
cheloe's bid was accepted, and be failt·d to put the service in oper
ation. Messrs. Price and White continued the service. On the 
3d of February, 1837, the postmaster at Jack~on and Columbus, Mis
sissippi, made an agreement with Price and White to continue the 
service until the 15th of March for the sum of .6,000, ('rat the 'rate of 
t4 000 per month. This arrangemt>nt was ~ommuni<'fltcd to the de
partment in a letter dated at Columbus tht• 13th of J.'t•bruary; but 
it does not appear at what time it was rect•ivt·cl. The first notire 
ef it in the department is in the instructions of the First As11istant 
Postmastrr General to a spedal agent, who was directed, on the 
16th of March, to proceed to Mississippi and m~ke other arrange
ments for the transportation of the mail over that nutt•. The r.leim 
of Messrs. Price and White, for compenF;ution under the arrange
ment with the postmasten at .6,000, and incrcast>d pay, for the -: 
month of Jnuary, of t1,500, was pre~;t•ntrrl to the Postmaster Gen
eral for allowance on the 30th day of Marl'h, upon whid1 he cn
tlorsed: " tht> contract made by the postmasters a\ Colum ltus and 
Jat:kson is not r.onfirmed. Let the carriers be paid for carrying the 
mail 11ince the 1st of January ln,.t, accor1ling fn th(• tl'rm" of the 
~pecial arraa~ement under wluch they earried it up to that time. 
The propositions authorized to be made by the agtnt of thr rlepart
meht arc the utmost which the departraent will give for the atage 
•en ice; and, if not accepted, the mail will be put on laorseback." . l 
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the warrant wbacb issue'l for their pay on the same day, Mr. 
te i1 noted by the auditor as "present;" and on the account of 

Price and White is enclorsed, in the band writing of Major 
"Mr. White, in behalf of .Meurs. Pri .... and Whitt, asks 

per annum for carrying the mail on route 2749;'' whi~h ia 
•NfeJ:'&Jle. of 12,.500 per month, and which is more than their bid 

aen·ice per month, ($258 34,) and 11,500 less per m'lnth 
dau tile poah'haatera agreed to giH. No arrangement was made 
witlt Mr. White whilst at Washington, and notwathstandint! there
fual of ?Jr. Kt>ndalJ to pay more than thf' f,gents bad been mstruct
ec! to gi,·e, which was 11,4-13 52 per month, and notwithstanding 
the order of the Postmash·r Gent>ral on the 30th of March, to place 
the mail iJn horseback if thPy t.h,f not agree to that sum, it set!ms 
that MesHs. Price an'l \\'bite continued th~ sen·ice until t~e 29th 
of May, when the agents of th~ dt>partmenl in ~lississippi proposed 
to them to continue the sen·ice in stagt:s from the 1st of June until 
the lilt of January, 1838, and that they woul,l rec,Jmml•ntl to the 
Postma~ter General to pay them $20,000 thnefor, which would be 
at the rate of $2,857 14 per month. This was agreed tq by them, 
and the rerommt-ndation made. This was $357 14 more per month 
than the otTer noted by Major Hobbie on the account settled on the 
30th of March, and '617 48 more per month than their bid for the 
service. This arran{!ement was confirmt·d by the Po!itmnster Gen
eral on the 5th of Sl·ptember, and thf'y ha·\'e bt>en paid tht> ~20,000 
for the seven months' sen·ice. The Postmaster.General at th1.· se1tne 
time ordered that tlwy should be paid th~ same rate of cotL'~'t-nsa
tion from the 1st of Ft!bruary until the 1st ~f June, which amot:ntc1l 
to $11,436 56, which bas bct'n paid also. .Most of the prcct.·tlin; 
facts were stated ill the memorial of the claim"nts to Cong~ 
Increased compensation was claimed for the month of JanuarJ, as 
well as the amount agreed to be paid by the postmasters until th~ 
15th of March, and a similar increased compensation until the 1st 
of June. This was the account before Coagress, which was direct
ed to be audited and settled, and a new basis atiopted for the month 
of January. Mr. Kendall bad paid for that month upon the basis 
of the contract which existed prior to that time. He had paid for 
all the subsequf'nt months in the year, under the arrangement made 
by the post office agent~ in Mississippi, a much larger price. The 
resolution of Congress directs the month of January to bt' settled at 
the same price which had been paid for the subsequent months. In 
other words, the contract which exist•~ prior to the 1st of January 
was declarea noi to control the prioc for ~~at month, and it was 
·ordered to be adjusted and settled at the Rnmc price •hi<;h bad been 
paid for the other mClnths in the year. This specific direction to 
P'-Y for the month of January r.xcludeft the idea that, by the terms 
autlittd and sltiJ.led, Congre8s designrd a setti.nent for the months 
;of February, •. rch, April, and May, upon the agr .. ..;nt which had 
'ltf~n made by the postmasters. If Congress had fixt>d upon a ltew 
b"'ais for the payments of Februar,, March, April, and .May, it is 
not probable that the month of Jenuary would have been placed 
~on tbe baRis upon which the othf:r mon~s had bet-.• settled. 
There Gi1teti no reaaon for allowmg only .-r,807 for 1.bat month, 
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and at thr same time direrting t.&,OOO to be paid for each of the, ' 
~cceeding o~rs. The autberity of postmastrn to make contract. 
binding on the dttpartment, does not exist, and cannot be rerognae·"S 
by the tlepartment, nor is it recognisecl in the joint rnolution u• 
eonsitlt'ration. If Con$tres~ had designc•l that the settlement of . 
account shoultl ha\·t' bren but-cl upon tht <&g•·rt>ment with tbt pott• 
rnasten, it woul•l han been so stat ell; but in~tead or that, the actual 
payment~ for those months are taken as the ·CJasis of the St'ttlement 
for the month of January. The arrangt·Jlent made by the postmas
h·rs is a nutlit). ~or wa~ tlu·rc any such acquiescence, on the ~art 
of tht> Postma!'tf'f Hcneral, from whi,·h his :.sst'nt t:ould be imphed. 
Tht> l"Ontrad was of a character to be mainly execute•l before in
formation could rcad1 the clt>partmt>nt, ara•l its reply br rt>t·t>ived, 
so that the t:ontractors are only to be rcgar•lt·tl as having performetl 
servict' wathout authority, and for whi··h they shoulcl be paitl a fair 
antl reasonable prict'. And for a majori_l)" of the sen-ice before the 1st 
of June, untlt>r a dirt•f·t notilit·ation from lht· tlt>parlment that tbt' 
increasetl demand would not be paid for th•· month of January, tht>y 
rt'ceh·etl 81,316, and demanded $1,500 morr, making $2,8lti ch.~m~tl 
by them for the month. .Abo•tt tht• 30th of \larch, one of the con
tractors {\\ .. lite) was willing to takt• $2,500 per month, as notetl by 
Major H,)bbit-, whi··h wa~ refused by thf' •lt-partmcnt. They ha,·e 
been actually paid $2,8."J7 1-l ~u anonth aftt>r the 1st of February; 
and it was manifestly the intt>ntion of Ccngrcss to givt' the ~arne 
l"ompensation for the mnn·h of January. 

The contractors' arrount will s~anll a~ fhllows untler the joint 
rt'!'olution: 

Amount received by thf'm for each month betwten the 
1st of June and 31st of December, 1847 .•••.••••••• $2,857 14 

Amount actually paitl them for the month of January • • 1,316 b7 
.\mount clue for month of January...... . . • • • . . . • . • • • • 1,540 47 

\\.hieb will be accordingly pa;,) thf'm out of tlu.• appropriation 
for transportation of the maJls. 

C. JOHNSON. 
APRJJ. 6, 1847. 
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Organization of the regular Army of the United States, 1847. 
---
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• The thrrtmr ""i't:1nt adjntRnt~ l(•'rWra:. anti hl'f!?fy.lhru of tl .... a"i"~l\nt 'l.aarterm:~~~~·r~. holJin~ _al;•l rf'~imcatal C'O~ion~, and ooing accounted for in their rcgimealt~-to :n·oid counting tht>an ht•ict. !h(-y ar~ excluded as 1ta,ff otlirer:: from th~" t'olnmn~ of "Total cr;mmis~ion~ officer~" (I ,354) and · • Ajt'gl'<'gate," (30,~66.) Thr two commi:osion!l brld by theM 
o:ltl('l'$ 1\rt' of IHI~q11al u:raui•·~: and h('nt·t• thl'\' ~trc not ~tHt'I'!N b\' thl" 7th sccth'n nl thl' act nl Jww ]1'1., l~o1ti. · 

t Thl" ~djut:mh ,,f Prtill•·r~·. iufamr~-. and vulli~car-,, (21.) aml all the n•l!;im"nt;tl qn:u·tf'nu·.~-.tt·:~. (~5.) b,•inl{ taken from the subalterns, aud acoountcJ for i!t their j!everal regim!i'nts a~ belongin~ to c.:.~npanic~-:o :l;·oid coounting them hri('~. tht'r flrt' t>XchtJN ae rt'gimea.tal staff Qf6.c1Jrs from t!1c colllmll" of .. Tutal commissioned offir.eri' and" AwegAte" of their 
I'I'•J'Il'l!li\'C f('glWl'llh. ' • 

• • 
R. JONES, .!Jdjutant Gtntral F. S . .llrmy. 
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' Gcncrnl return of the Army m 1\fcxico. under the command and ordt'rs of Major General Z. Taylor. 
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Grn.-ral H. Brttd1· 

Heu.ri-<;u<trit•r.-~-Oetroit, Mil'lll· 
~Iii I. 

Position and distribution of the 'fnnps m the Eastern Division, under ahe command of Brevet l\lujor Geueral Edmund P. Guine~. 
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1-'· •rt PrdJ!t• ............ . 
Fnrt Cnnstimtion ....... -
Fort lndepeudcncu ..... . 

r------ - --- ~--

r .. r. l\leHrnn· ......... j l!::himnn·. Marvhnd .. , . , ...... . 
Fnrt \\'llsl•inl!ton ....... ·j Lo-ft h:u1k ,,)'the. Powma••. Md ... . 

Fort Monro•.: .......... ~ Old p,llnt CumliJrt, Virginia •••.•• 

Fort J olu" hill .......... . 
Fort Caswf·ll .•...•..... 
1-'.•rt .\lu<•nu .....•••.•.• 
Fort :-.fnuht i•• ..••••.• ~ 1 

Ca•t!t• Pineknl'v ..••..• \ ' 
.\u!!u..;,ta ur.,.t-u:tl .. ~ .•• ~. 
Ocl:•thorp<' harr;l('ks.. ... 
Furl l\lar iun ..•..•••..•. 

Xea1· Smith,·ill,•, 1\",•rth Canolirm .• 
01\k hl!mtl. Xorlh ("f!rohua ....••• 
Xe:~· B··aufort, l\'orth Car .. ! inn .... 
Chllrh•stun harbor, Sumh Cu.-olinR. 
Cluule~ton harbPr, South Can>lina. 
Ansrhst:~, G"'lra-i:~ .....•••........ 
S~t-.:Rnnab, Georcia .....•........ 
St •• \ugu~tioo, Florid:t ••• , • , • , ••• 

A1•JI.JTANT GJ,:NERAL's Ot-.~ou~, Jru~hingtun, XtJt.'tmber30, 1847. 
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- -u,.1, ... rrn~· ........... · ····1---- .... ! ....... .\ .... 1' .... 1

1 .... ,:·~-~·-~I ,,;'1 1-·-.·.·. . i• ·----;_-l-1 
Captain H. Swt~nwuur........... Uctuehuwuf ........... •.... .. .. ".. "" i ·" · .... I.· .. · .. · "· · ' · · .. · .. .. .. .. 3 

u ............ ,. ................... ············· ··············· .. .... ••••!'"' .... ""I"" I"" I I_ .... I .... .... ........ l I 
\ lktuclutl<'nl .,f rei!UIH.r,, ..•.. · · · · 11::.. · .. .. .. · .. · ........ ·" · "" .. ", .. " · • "I 1 l lh :.! I~ ................ , 2 !! :.! j -t lti 
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51 
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211 

1:.!-t 

211-t 

Colonel J. B. Wlllbadl ......... ., VirJ.(inia \'O[ur.tt't'r,.,, ..•.••••......•.•... 'I .... r... .. .. .. .... I.... • .. • .. .. •• 4 1!ri I !i I 1:.!;! - ........... ,.. .. !! .. . .. . .. 2 :! I< I Hi 

1 ~ --~ ~ --~~~~~~ ........ -~ ~ ~ -, ~-~--:; -~sl ~~~~ =~~~ ~,~]~,= ---:· ~11-:;--~ 
, I !__---- --~- -- -.- --- -r- - --- ---'-- -- -- ---- --- ------- --~ ~ ----

-----1 Dt•partm<'nlstatr. •..••...•... ·.·.·.·\· .. ·:: .... , .... ! ....... !---·!'"' "'I"" .... ""i 1 ' .. '1 ........... ,I I 1 ..................... , ........ ! .... ~· .... ~~ 1 
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.. ............................... j............................ .. ................................ _ .... 1.... .... .... l ---·1 I .... : ........ , ........ , ........ !• ........ ""l I 1 I' .................... 1 ................... , ......................... , ................ 1 ................................................ . 

............ ................... :............................ I I I 1 I 
'(:"1 ............................. ,.......... ................. :::: "j' ::::,:::: :::: :::: ~:::1:::: :::: "j' ::::::::::.:: !I --~-~ 11 :::: :::: :::: :::: ·::: ...... 2.1::::1--~·l .. ~-j II I, • I~ 

<• nnd W Whi~tl<'r .• , . . • . . . . . . U<"tllclunent . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . 1 
0 0 .. ~ • 0 0 0 .. 0 • " '• 0 0 0 • • • 0 • o o o I 0 o 0 0 0 .. 0 • o o 0 0 0 0 o • o • 0 o 0 .. 0 0 0 " 0 .. " 0 0. ' 0 o 
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....................................................................... 

~~ .... .... .... 1 .... 1 .............. :.1.... .... 1 1 1 .... .... 12! al 15 ........ ,.... . ... .... zl .... ~~ 3 14 1 I7 

-~ggre~at~··:·.~.---1-1 ~ ~ ~~-3 -1 .~~~~ -1 ~ -~ ~-~-4- -, -;,-;:;-1.,1~ :::-:t::-::1::::1:::-:J-;----,;;-1-71-;1-,-;---,; ~ 

(;o:>nc.-al rco_',U<I:n;t t.l~j'·•ll. 
!:\ot l.:arnsoned. 

Tru(•JlS wi1l!draw10 2oith • .;u;.:u ,t, 1~-t~ 
:\•Jl u<"'\lpiocJ . 
:\ot .:.;.·!trri~orH~.i 

-:'tiot !.,!"arril'-nll('d 
Tro<•p~ •vithclo .t\':n :,',I Jun''· 1'<16. ,,.,.: '" ,\lo\11'" 
'froop~ 1:Y•thtjr~~,.,·u ~~ci IJt·t'l!~t•i·a, 1.-.: H;; .... T~ t., ~h<n;v 
Trc>o.•ps witlrdr:twn :Wtl! Jujy. l'-111i. ~c111 t:J ;\!~x.c" 

R . .JO~ES, .'ldjutant tJcnud 1: .. '-i. /1,-my. 
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Position and distribution of the Troope in the Western Division, under the eommand of Brevet Brigadier General George M. Brooke. 
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MtLITART DEI'ABTIIENT No. L 
Tbe l'ommand of tlae depanuu:nt 
IIUIJICIUbd. 

• 

MrLJTAaT DErAann:lfT No. 2, 
eommomled J.,y Brevet Brigadier 
Gellllral M. Arbuc:klc. 

lltad·q~rttrt-Futt Smith, Ar· 
kaw!Hll. 

MrLIT AllY DJ:PAKTIIIIEII'I' No. 3, 
rommanoled by Lieutenant Colonel 
T. Stanilord. 

HrtUJ. qvartw1 - J elfersoo Bar· 
racb, Milllouri. ' 

• 

Key W C1!1t b3rracb ..... . 
Fort llrooke .••. , . , .... . 
Fort Pickens .. , •. , ••..•. 
Fort McRee •••.••...••. 
Fort Morgan ••..•• , .... 
Fort PikE< ..••••••...... 
Fort Wood •.•••••..••.. 
Fort J lll!k!<On .•...•..... 
New Orlcaus barracks ... 

Baton Rouge barracks ... 
Fort Jesup .• , •.• ,, •.•.. 

Kl'y West, Flonda ............. . 
TIUIIpll Bay, Florid:1 •..••.•..... 
Pen~acnla, Fiomla .•...........•. 
P<•nsacola, Florida ...•..•..•.... 
Mobile l'oint, Alabama .•...•. , .• 
Pet· llJ C(lljuille, I.oui~iaua ....... . 
Chef Menteur, Loui~ia"'1 •....... 
Near N cw Orlc• :m', Louisiana .... 
New Orleans, Louisiana ..•.•••.. 

Baton Roug~, I.uuisian~.: ...... . 
Noar NatcliiiDChN, Loms1ana ... . 

Department slltfl' •••••••••..•.•.. 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .. 4- 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 o o o 0 o 0 o o • o 0 o o I o 0 o o o 

Cal!rain J. T. Sprague.. . .. .. .. • . Florida ,;,lur;l<;r~:::::::::::: · . · · 
Major I,. W hiUn!!. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Drtadunent ............... . 

Do..................... Vn ..••....•....•...•....... 

Major W. R. Junrtt ............ . 

Brevet Major;\. fl. Hnoe ....•... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ~ . . ~ .. 
Uctaehml'nt of regular:; a11d 

\'OI il nt•~crs .......•...••••• 
IJI't nrhrn••nt .......•....... 

............................. 

-------- -- ----- ---

Fort Towson........... 0'1 tho Kiarwchi, Arkansa~....... Lieutenant U. W 1-'ootr ........ . 
Dl'partm•mt J<tlllf. , •••• , .••• 
Detachment .............. . 

.J I 

.... , ..... 

........ 

. - .. , ... . 

. . .. . .. . 
::::~:::: 

....... ... 

.... , ....... 
~ .. ~~:I:_·_·_· 

. ··-, 

i 
I 

Fort Washita........... Ncar the False Wabhita, Ark ..... Brevet Mnjor G. Amlrow8....... 6th infantry ...•............. ::J:::: .... • .. --1 ... . 
.... 1 .... 1 .. .. Fort Smith............. On tho Arkanslls................ Lieutcn:ont F. F. Flint.. ..•...... 

Fort Gibson............ On t!J" Arkan.~as .... ,........... Lieutenant Culunt•l G. l.oum1-s .... 

Fort Scott •• ,........... On the Manniton, 1\ofiSI;Ouri....... Captain S. Burbank .• , .•. , •..... 
Fort Leavenworth....... Right baak of the Missouri, Mo... Lieutenant Colonel C. Wharton .. 

Near St. Lou:,, l'rliSI!Onri ........ . 
Iowa Territory .. , .•..........•.. 

Lieutenant Colonel T. Staniford .. 

Detachment •........ , ..... . 
Jst drap:<•on•, I rornpanv; 6th 

infantry 1 I l'umpany ." ..... . 

Department staff ...•••.••... 
l~t infantry ................ . 
1st infHntry, 1 company; and 

detn<Jhment .............. . 
r'eta!!hment ..••......••••.. J clferson barracks •.•••.. 

Fort Des Moinl's .••...•. 
Fort Atkin!!On., ••••••••• 
Fort Crawford ..•.••••.. 
Fort Saelling .......... . 

Iowa TPrritory ................. . 
Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin •.•••. 
U rt~er Mis~ill.~ippi, Iowa ••••••..• 

Captain JamE~s M. Morgan.,..... Iowa voluntecn .•.........•. 
Captain \Viram Knowlton,....... Wisconsin voluntoors •.••••.. 
Captain S. F.a.stman. . • . . . . . . . . . . 1st infMtry .••••.•.•..••..•. 

J..ggrcgate .••• , ••••••• 

2 , .... 

-~ -- -- -I -~-1 -1 
3 ........ 

1 .... 
.... .... .... .... 

::::1:::: :::::::: 
I ..... ,. .. 

1 :::: :::: ...... .. 

----_I __ - -r---- --

s ................ \ 2 I ........ 

9 I .... 2 3 !I .... 2 6 2 

An.rtJTAl'fT GENERAL's OFFICE, Washington, Novem6er ao, 1847. 
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1 I 132 5 137 
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73 
64 
85 

712 

3 
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76 
67 
87 

736 
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.. --1 I 3 69 72 
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3 
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132 
291 

74 
66 
88 

139 
290 

77 
69 
92 

--- --- --- -- -- --· ---:---
1 ..... 8 4 12 2'! 720 748 

l I 30 10 4J 69 1,312 l ,331 

Tr'"'P' withdrawn Rth s.,ptomiK'r, 1845; IIIOrving in M"lli<'O, 
RegnLtr !!Rrri"'m witl.,lrawn Jd January, 1-~17; Rnnt !o Me~ioe. 
Truup~ withdr .. wn lllh Fo·hrnary, J.'Hi'; ~"nt to Mnii'O. 
Tn••!'" wili,drtwu 17th l\n\Tillbf'r, l'H~; s"nin:; in Mcxioo . 
Nut !!arriJo~nl14'd. 
Tr"';l" withdrawn !ill• May, 1~-16; srml t" :\fl'll.ico. 
Troop~ witlulmvm 5tl. !\fay, l~·lfi; sent to \f<':o..ie., . 
:'liot garrison!'.! . 

Troup~ will,.lraW!J 21st A n~u't, PH:i; ~er;inl! in Mexico. 
Garnson Wlthdrawu ~Gth f'o·p:cml,..,r, J'tl:>; "''rvmg m Mexioo 
Troops with,imwn July, 11l4:•; HArving in !'llo .. ioo. 

Garrison n'<luccd 2 .-:<ompnnie~ 22d Nov!'n,Jter, 111-t!l, tr:.n..Corrl'd to For1 
W:L~t.ita; :;. ('liRIJl~<llil's 2:>~1r May, 1~-16, sent to Mexio·o .. 

Garri,on mdu!!ed 3 cumll!!IHCS 2d dragfi(JD!:l 13th Srpt<'mbcr 1 1815; tent 
to MPxioo. 

Garri'<Jn n·,\ucoo lOth May, 18-17. 

G:m-i.~on rO<lno•<·d 4 C'ornpnnirs in March And Apr:t1 18471 tho 2 COlD~ 
Wlli uf rcgHIIln seut to .Mcxr.oo. 

Gturison rooucoo l oomp!l.lly 4tb JuM, l'l-i6; lien~ to M~~i<-o. 

GarriSCin rc•lucoo 3 companies 30th June, 1B4fi; sent to Me:Doo. 
Garrison withdrawn 2d May, 18-16; ~l'nt to Mr'IXicn . 
Post abandoned; troo~ withtlmwn lOth March, 18-16; aent to Santa Fe. 
Regular garrison withdrawn 20th June, 1846; sent to Santa Fe. 
RC'gula.r gsrri,nn withdrawn 17th Scptr.mber, 1!145; aen·int; 1n M~:dco. 
Garri.!lOo reduood 1 oompnny 13th J11.11uary, lfl-47; aent to Mexioo. 

R. JONES, .lldjutat~t General U. 8. Army. 
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Extract froan the Record-book of the exp~riments made to 1test the strength and quality of the caat iron cannon at the several forts and arsenals in the United States. 
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ts Initials of founder and li' Looatioa. 
I 

Color. .Fraotare. Stnactw·e A.speot of turooo surfaC(' Reawb. .. -s .. i foundry. bll :.. 
.!:! c ... biiA 

;:I ·~ il .. 

l .s ... Ill 
"' .. 0 

I 
Ill .... .. ..... . 

"0 0 0 bll "'"' ,_ ... 0 ~1 .; .... "' 0 ..c: ~ 

~ I 
.. ] bll .a 0 G 0 !8. I .. 'iii i i ci ·a Ill 

0 z .... ~ ~ f-4 

P011nderr. 
McC. P. &. W. P., P. F ... 1832 7,405 7.23 29196 1 Fort Morg&Jl ......... , •••••.••••••••• A nllifonn bright and l~ht ~re1 .......... · · · .•.. Very close 1 short, and regular ........ Of fino and closely compacted structure. V cry smooth ...........•..••.•.•..•• 

} TboM .... ,..,. •ut at tho Pl...._. ......... 
32 10 J. B ..... 
32 12 do •••••• Do do ..... 1832 7,413 7.22 31029 1 .Do-·························· Light ~y, uoiform 1 an inc inmg to bright .•.•.• IJo do ............. Do do do ... .. Do ..................................... 
32 13 do .•.••• Do do ..... 1832 7,485 7.21 29913 1 Fort Picken11 .........•.........•..•• do do ••••••••••• Do do . . . .. . . ...... Do do do ... Do ................................. 
32 225 J. W.R .. Do do ..... 1839 7,534 7.06 13319 3 Baton Rouge arsenal ...•••...•••.... Vel dark grey ......••.•..•...•..•...•• , .••• , v:!,\ hao~ ............... 0 ........ Coarse and irregular ................. Remarkably pitted ..•.....••...•••••• 
32 229 do •••• Do do ....• 1839 7,544 7.04 

I 
16925 3 Alleghan:rl, aneu.l .•••.••.........•.• Dar g,cy, with shiaing crystals .••••••.•• , , ..• 'I Hac ly a jagged ..................... Coarse and open ..................... Pitted, • 1 1 1 1 1 1 • • • • 1 • • • 1 1 I I I I I • • I I • I I 

32 230 do ..•• Do d ....... 1839 7,518 7.07 16925 3 I • I I • .. I 9 • • • •• 1 • • I • I I ...... I -d.O • I • I • I I • I I I •• I • I ... -1 I I I I DO • I ........ I •••••••• I ••• I Do I • I I • I I I • • I • I " ol I I I •• " I o1 I I Do I I I I I I • I I • I I .. I I • It I I I I • I I I I • I • 

32 10 J • 11. I I I I J. M., c. F ............... 1829 7,526 7.24 26093 1 On skids outside Fort McHeDlJ ....... Of a high moLtle 1 and with the white of a silvery 
cast. I I" I I I I I I I I. I I I I I I I tl I tl I I • tl I I I • 1 1 1 1 • 1 1 1 • Short •.....• I I I • I 1 .......... , ........ Compa.ct ..•.•••.•••••••..•••..••.•• .8m.ooth • I I • I t • I 1- I • I I I I I I I I I I I I t I I I I I 

.,2 20 do .. I ••• Do •..•. I ••••••••••• 1829 i,561 7.27 28913 1 Fort Moultrie ....................... RPgu.lar mottle ................................... Short and close .................... ,, Vei'J' compact ....................... Do ••••••••..•••.••.••••..••••••• 
~~ 21 do. 'II I I. I Do .................. 1829 7,449 7.22 27926 1 In battery, Fort McHenry ..•...••.... Of a high mottle, like No. 10 ................... Short and. evfln .•.••••• , •• , ••• 1 , •• , I , Compact, and fino grained •...•.••••• Do 1 1 1 I • • • I ol. .. • • I I I I t I I • • I ' I I • I I I • These guns were cut at t.be Colambia ro...lry. 
2-& 303 J. W.R .. Do .•.•..••••..•.••• 1840 7,480 7.15 20733 2 Washington arsenal ................. Mix.ed mottle •...••.••••••••••••••••..••••.•.• Rather uneven ....................... Somowh.at uno,·eo ..................... Rather pitted ......................... , • , 
II 306 do ..... Do ....•.•.......•.• 1840 7,490 7.14 19746 2 Do e I. I I I I 0 0 .... I I I I I I I. • I 0 Do .............................. , •••.••• Do- ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Do ..•...•••••••.••••••••• Do •..•••••••.•..••••.••••.... 
2A 310 do .••• Do ................... 1840 7,584 7.12 20310 2 Do 1 • e I I • I 1 1 I I o o 1. 1 e I • • • o I Mixed iron, and carbonaceous ...... , ••• , , , , ....• R~h . I ••• I ..... I •••••••••••••••••• Coarse and irregular .•.••.•..... , •.•. Not mqoh pitted ..................... 
82 10 J. B .• I •• J. C., B. F .. I •••••• I •••• 1829 7,558 7.228 27221 1 Fort Mollroe, Va .................... Hi~h mottle, inclinin~ to ~ih·ery ................. Close and short. • . • • • • • • • . • ••••••••• Compact and irregular .•...........•• Smooth, wnh a mottle aspect .••....•• 

}Theoe...,,... ..... ,wBeUoaa"""*r. 
12 14 do ...• Do .••••••• I •••• , ••• 

. 1829 7,552 7.206 28208 1 Do 1 • 1 • 1 • o 1 o • o 1 1 1 • o • 1 • 1 • • I • I Uniform mottle~ r11.t er h1~h ................... & •. • • I. I I I I I. I. •. I • •. • I I I .. I I Do ......................... Do do ................ 
32 40 do •... Do • II 0. I 0 -1 •• I I I I I~ I .. 1829 7,530 7.259 28631 1 Fort Monroe arsenal ................. Mottle ,·ery uni onn, and o a high white mottle .. Short 1 close 1 and oven , ••.••• , • • • . .•. Ftne grained, compact, and evl.'n ••..•• Do do 1 I I I e I I I • I I • • 0 0 

32 448 J. W.R .. Do .................. 1839 7,552 7.08 17630 3 Do ..................... ~ 
~ M~~:id~~t~~' •• ~:t·h· • ~~~ •. ·~~~1~~~. 32 449 do .••• Do e I I I 0. I 0 0 I I I I • • I e 1839 7,566 7.12 17489 3 Do ........ ' ........••... Dark grey, with coarso a.nd large stellated crystals Roaah, tmefta, and hackly .•••••••••• Coarse, open, and irregular •..••••••• 

32 4~ do •.•. Do .................... 1839 7,566 7.108 I 17348 3 Do .••.•.•.•.....••••... 
32 2 J. B ..... W. P. F ..•...•.•.••••..• 1829 7,403 ' 7.22 29196 1 Jo'ort I.afayette, N. Y ................ Moule, passing into a light grey .••••••••••••••• Cloae. &IMl eTeD.. • • • ••••••• 1 •• , ••••• I • Compact, and fine grained ..•.••••..• Smooth, a.ad without cuitiea .•..•••.. ' 32 26 do •••••• Do .•••.•••••• I , •••••• 1829 7,508 I 7.29 28208 1 Fort Columba11, N. Y ................ Do do •••.••••••••••.••••...• .Do ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Do do ................ Do do .•.•.••••.•••.. I 
32 33 do ••.•• , Do I I I. I I I I I I' 1 "1 •• • 1 ' 1829 7,504 I 7.19 26799 1 Ellis's island 1 New Ynrk harbor .••.••• U nifonn grey mottle ...... o ••••••••••• , •••••••• & .. , ....................... 11 Do do ................ Do do 1 • • e 1- I I II I I I ill •• II 

32 325 J. W. R .• Dv .••• , .••.....• , ..... 1839 7,450 

I 
7.024 19464 3 Fort Columbus, N. Y ................ Dark gn.y, with large stollated c.,-.tals ••• o , , , ••• Haokly, rouch 1 ud uneftn •••••• o •••• Open 1 coarse, and irregular ••.•••..•• Much pitted 1 with large atellated crya· 

tall, • • 1- 1- I e I • • I I I I • I • • " I " I I I I • I • • 

32 332 do •.•• Do .•••••••••••••••••• 1839 7,478 '1'.026 19323 3 Do •••••••• , ................ Dark grPy 1 with lllrgo brilliut orptrus .••••••..• Hacldy and jagged .......... , ....... Do do • o I II II I • I I I I II I II I Uneven, llnd much pitted ............. ~gnu werecut at tlwWut PoiM ro..Mrr. 
32 3~ do. t 1- I Do o 11 • 1 I I 1 I I • I • t t 1 1 1 I • 1839 7,443 7.024 19323 3 Ordnance department, Guvernor'• wand. 

N. y ...................... I •••• I Dark grey blaok, and carbooaoeous ... ,., ••.••••• Do 1- I I. I. I. I I t tIt I I I I I. II .. I. I Do do .••.•••.•••••.• Do do • 1 •• e I • • I II I e • I I 

32 1 w. M ... Do I I •. I I I 1- I I I I I I I 0 t I I 1841 6,933 7.214 28208 I Do do do .. 

~ Uuonn mottle, with the apota 10 blended u to ~ C1ole, amooth, and. eftn •••••••••••• 32 2 do •.•• & .•...•••........... 1841 6,933 7.22 28349 1 Do do do •• Compact, regular, and &De grained ...• Very smooth, and free from oaritiel ... 
32 I do,, .. Do ••• , ••••••••••••••• 1841 6,975 7.23 28&U I Do do do .. pau into a light, soft grey ...... o ............ 

- -


