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REPORT 

THE POST~I.A.STER Gi':NERAL. 

P<u;·r 0FFU'F. llF.P.'\RTllE~T, 
IJ~:ctmber 2, 184J. 

StR: It is cause of satisfaction to the undersigned, in submittin~ l·• 
you a staLmnent of the condition of the Post Office- Ut-partment nnd its- OJ'
erntions for the past year. that he is enabled tu say that, tor the two yea~ 
he hAs had the honor of superintending its atlairs, the annual current 
expenses ha v~ been met by its annual re\·cnuc; and that an cxten~ion of tb· 
sen·ice has been made, commensurate to th~ growth arul spl'('.ad of our 
populatiou. 

'l'he i1lea of making the Post Office l>epartment a source of reveuue to 
the Goverumeut, has twt hccn cntcrtaine<l by an}· one char~etl with 1t.s 
rn:uwucment since the termination of the last war~ during a :-lwrt perictel 
of whi<>h, au increa~c of iitty per eent. upon the then rates nf posta~c Wll" 

impnscd fi>r revenue purposes. :\evt!rtheless, the principle upon which 
it was ori~iually cstahlished-that its tlXpcndatnres should be limited by 
its income-has been distinctly eugraflcd upou all the le~islati\·e euac\
ments couceruin~ its organization, and prescnbing the duties of tho~e 
charged with their admini,..tration. 

I have thought this priuciplc, upon which the department has het'll es 
tnblished, n sound aud sate one for the Uo\'ernmcnt, and am opposed to 11~ 
nbawlomnent. If, howB\'cr, the expcuditurcs of the tlt·partmeut w•m: 
iixcd by law, nnd approprialions from the ~N1cral treasury uuuually unw<· 
to meet thom, unwh of that labor an<l respousilnlity in the SllJICf\"lsit,ll of 
the service, which UO\\' rest upon its chic!~ would be remol·etl. 

It is no small task, tn say nothing of tho rcspou~1hility, su to adjust du:
mnil service of the United ~tates as to acronunodatc the wauts oflhc eom
munity, and nt the snme time to produce, hy its own opeaations, tho re\·
cnnc to meet it!' own expcnditure~o~. 'nlis reflection s11~gt»~ts to me &he 
propriety here of doing- un act ofjusticc • thPsc whu have been as&Ori
atcd with me in this dcpartnwnt, hy a frunk ar-knowletl~mcnt of the ulJlt! 
osfoli~tance which 1hcy hnvo givfm t.y their cou~tunt uud zuulum. labors; 
thns enabling me to give to the conn try the ue~t servi,~o whieh thu mcuns 
of the department would ullnw. 

'rhe amount of unnunl trnn!'pnrtnliou of the moil, RM usr.ertuinf>t.l on &he 
:mth Jnue, 1H4~, wn~ :J4,H~!J,'JIJl milcH: thtH~OKt ofwhiell wus iJ,l l0,7Kl. 

1'he amount of anrwal trnn~portation on the :JOth of June, l~.f:J, Wit: 

35,21S~.AO!J mile": the ~~o~t of which wuH le~,Uifi,~ts4. 
It will be observed, that tht• co~t of \nmsportutiun li1r the last year was 
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lea by 1134,499 than it was fOr the previous yeu: whilst the transporta
tion throughout the year was greater by 416,814 miles. 

The number of post offices supplied in 1842 was 13,733; and the num-
ber supplied in 1S43 was 13,814. . 

To accommodate the service to the extension of population, reductions 
in the service in some sections, :md an extension or increase in other por
tions of the Union, were rendered necess:1ry. 

The aggregate of these l'l:duc;;aus was 8134,253, aud the amount of 
additional and new service was ~9S,555. For a more detailed statement 
of service I refer your Pxcellcncy to the report of the 1-'"irst Assistant Post· 
masterGeneral. (No. 1.) 

1-'"or similar reasons, it became nccess:ny to discontinue, in the year pre
ceding 1st July, lt;43, 400 post offices; nud to est:\blish, duriug the sanae 
period, 4t;l. 

The total expenditures of the department for the fiscal year ending the 
30th June, 1842, as stated m the report of this department to the House 
o0f Representatives under date of ~th 1-'"ebruary, \843, were $4,975,370 42. 

· In this amount was included ~392,664 51 for debts paid out of the special 
appropriation at the extra session. 

'l'he total expenditures of the service for the year ending 30th June, 
1843, were $4;:J74,7l3 75, including payments on account of debts due 
by the department, for which the appropriation above was made. 

'J'he amount of gross revenue for the year ending 30th June, 1841, as 
stated in my annual report of 3d December, 1842, was M,379,317 78. 
That of 1842 was @4,546,24613. 

The revenue of 1 t;43, so far as the returns exhibit the amount for the 
year ending 30th June, is 84, 29:i,9:l5 43. 

A considerable portion of the current revenue of the department for the 
years 1842 and 1843 has been absorbed in the payment of demanJs 
claimed by deputy postmasters for expenditures in previous years, by the 
allowance of credits therefor in the settlement of their accounts; which 
credits, co allowed, have been charged to the expenditures of those years; 
the probable amount of whirh is not less than 850,000. 

It will at once occur to the impartial mind, that a public service so com· 
plicated and extensive as that of the General Post Office, requiring the 
harmonious co-operation of twenty thousand agents and (ltficers scattered 
over the vast extent of our territory, must be subjected to occasional, if 
not vexations interruptions, by the infiddity of some of its agents, and of· 
teu by cnuses which no e~ertion cnn overcome, or foresight avoid. 

It is the duty of the head of this dep11rtment, under the regulations 
and restrictions of lnw, to provide by contract for the transportation and 
regular delivery of the mails. 'rhis duty is performed once in four yea:-s, 
in each of the grent divi~ions of the U1 ion, ourl from time to time, aa the 
puhlir. cxigenr.ies require. Bond~ with schedules lor the arrival and de
parture of every mail are tnkmt by the Government, so 11s to provide for the 
continuom1 trav~l of the muil in unbroken conncxion, by the division of 
time nnd distance in suitnhle proportions. When failures in the regular 
deli very of t,hf_) mails, arh:i ng from negligence of contractors or their agents, 
1nke place, the law is rigidly enforr.ed by fines and deductions from their 
pay; nnd when that il' found inefficient to produce a strict perform· 
once of the rontract, the higlwr and only power given to the Postmaster 
General-that of annulling the CL'lltract-is exerted. 
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When the ezteDt of our territory and abe eondition and nature of abe 
public highways and chauuela of iotercommuuiea&ioo are considered, 
there is more eau• .Or admiration of the general regularity of the IJI· 
tern, than reason of just eom~ot at occasional ailures. 

Upon two of lhe great mad-routes-the one from Washington city to 
New Orleans, the other from Baltimore to Cincinnati-there han heen 
experienced, within the last few months, irregularities in the se"iee, 
which have given rise to complaints, manifested through the public prea. 
The r.auses of these failures have been investigated; and" here they have 
been found to arise from neglect or inattcutiou on the part of eontne&on, 
the proper and only co,rrective has bceu applied . 

.\I any of the failures, however, on these two li1.cs, have been caused by 
obstacles wholly beyond the c(\mpetency of the most vigilant contractors 
to overcome. 'l'he mail upon the great southern route is transported by 
railroad aud steamboats from \V ashington city to ~ew Orleans, with the 
exception of the disa.aee between lladison, in Georgia, ami Mobile, in 
Alabama. 8etwPf'u these points it is transported in post-coaches daily. 
The whole time allowed is seven days eight and a half hours; in winter, 
twenty-four hours more are allowed. 

That portion of the route between Mobile and ~ew Orleans, and be
tween Charleston and Wilmingcon, which is performed by steamboats, is 
difficult.:-often obstructed by high winds or dense fogs. Jf a failure OC· 
curs, from any cause, between \\"ashington city and lladisou, Georgia, 
where the ~tage line comment'es, a double mail is thereby thrown upon 
the ~tage service, which is often too large to be tnw~ported in a single 
stage. A portion thereof is necessarily left for the time, which pro
duces confusion and irregularity in the delivery at .Mobile and New 
Orleans for several successive days. !-'rom causes not unlike these, 
irregularities and fclilnrcs have taken place ou the great western route. 

The service bet\Veen Baltimore and Cincinnati is on railroad to Gum
berland, and a double liue of daily four-horse po~t-coaches to Cincinnati. 

This mail, in the fall and winter season, though it is transported from 
Cumberland to \Vheeling, over the mounl.ains, at a rmming speed of seven 
miles per hour, cannot be Lronght to the Ohio ri\·er before dark. Here 
a difficulty is presented, which, as yet, the department and the contrac
tors have hecu nunble to overcome. 'l'he proprietor of the ferry across 
the river cauuot be in•iuced to encounter the dangers of crossing the 
mail stages in tLc night. In wit•tcr, aud in a great portion of the 
spring aJ!d fall, wlwu the mail arrives at Whceliug after dark, and in 
contract time, it is detailled, fi1r the reason abo\·c, ~me ten or twelve 
hours. 

It is matter of regret that, while the Gem:ral Uovcrnmcnt was ex
pending so mnch money iu constructiug that great lin.c o.f co~mu~i
cation-the Cumberland roau-east anu west of the Oh1o nver, 1t ormt
ted to constmct a bridge uvcr that fitrearn. The pnhlic mail will cv~r 
be liuhle to detentiou and intcrruptinn at this poiut, until ~;uch bridge 
shall be erected. Whether it shall be built Ly the Harue Govcrurucut, 
and pnid for out of the same fuud, which cowo~truct~!d the Vurnbcrland 
road, must be left to the decision of that tlepurlmcut of the (.iovern
ment which has thf? legislative control of the fuud. 

I have thmu~ht it unc to the President of the United States, who 
cannot be iuditl<m~ut to any portion of tht~ public service, nud whose 

.14 
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attention bas been arrested by the complaints to which I have alluded, 
to furnish him with this somewhat tedious, and, perhaps, unnecessary 
expianation. 

1 am gratified: however, in being able to state that the service, gener
ally, is performed satisfactorily to the public, and with a punctuality m 
all its departments which does credit to the s"vernl subordinate agents 
concerned. Contractors have been promptly paid as their demands havt! 
been presented ; and the revenue of the depurtment collected has beeu 
accounted for with unusual and praiseworthy punctuality, by the deputy 
postmasters. 

Greater security has been given to the publir. mail by the suhstitutiou. 
of new mail-locks, of an excellent quality, within the past year. 

The vigilance of the special agents iu ferreting out and brin~ing to 
justice depredators, has tended greatly to lcs~eu, within the past y~ar, 
violations of the mail. 

The difficulties of effecting contracts with the railroad companies for 
transporting the mails, at prices in proportion to the services rendered, 
and within the mean~~ of the department to pay, in justice to other por
tions of the Union, as heretofi>re reported by me, still exist; and I can 
do no Jess than rcfilr to and re-urge the views upon that subject pre
sented to your consideration in my last annual report. 

If, however, the power of contracting with these companies every four 
years shall be continued with the Postmaster General, I would respect
fully suggest that the acts of Congress be so far changed, as to dispense 
with the idle ceremony and useless expense of advertising for the lowest 
bids on those roads where there is, and can be, no competition. A con
tract could be as well, if not better made by private arrangement, thau 
public advertisement. 

Experience has convinced me that the law of 1836, for the re-organ
ization of this department, requires, in rna11y particulars, a modification
which I shall take the liberty, from time to time, in an appropriate man
ner, to present to the notice of the committees of the two Houses of Con
gress usually appointed to tal<e charge of the legislative business of the 
Post Ofir.e Department. , 

It will appear, by a reference to the statement of the gt·oss !'evenue of 
the dept.trtment ft>r the years 1841, 1842, and 1843, as given ahnve, that, 
while t~'le revenue of 1842 was greater than that of 1841' that of 1843 is 
less, by $250,320 70, than the revenue of 18·12. 

'l'he causes of this declension in the revenue of 1 ~43 mny be varimtM 
-some referring themselves to the state of tho business of the country. 
I am, however, fully persuaded, by fiu~ts and testimony which have been 
brought to my knowledge, that one cause, if not the principal one, may 
be ascribed to the operations of the uumerous private posts, under the 
name of e.'C'f're88tl, which have sprnng into existence within the past few 
years, extending themselves ov~r d.e mail-routes between the principal 
eities and towns by which, and at which, the railroads pass nod termi
nate. That these private posts are engaged in the busineRs of transport
ing letters and mail-matter tor pay, to a great extent, is a fact which will 
not be seriotuly cflntroverted. That the revenue of the dopart.ment baa 
been greotly reduced by their operations, no one will quest10n who may 
invc•t.igete the facts. 
, , The ~~ts which relate to one of these eases, as reported to the depart-
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ment, were submitted to !he late Attorney General, (1\Ir. Legare,) f.,r his 
opinion of the law arising upon them. A copy of his opinion is annexed, 
(No.2.) Influenced by that opinion, which was in accordance with my 
own judgment upon the subject, I directed a prosecution against all the 
·offenders to be in~tituted iu the t:'nited States conrt ftlr the southern dis
trict of New York. A case t'.'i, Adams &. Vo. was trit•d a lew days since 
in that court., and resulted in the acquittal of the dcfer,dants. This ocqui.t
t!ll. from an oflicial report by the distrirt attorney, a copy of which (~o. 3) 
ac mpanies this report, would seem to IHl\'c heen cau:-.ed by a defect in 
the existing laws. U ud'.!r these laws, I am ad \'ised, tl11s case canrrot be 
brought bcf(,re the Supreme Court ft.Jr final adjudication. 

The laws filr the pnnishmt!ut of offences fur transporting mail-matter 
over post roads, were f"uacted wheu the transportation of the Uuited 
States mail was confin('d to stages, steamboats, and horses. Kailroads 

'were not then iu existence in the Vnited States, and the penal sanctions 
of the law are not adequate to the suppression of the practice. 

Railroads, whil~t they :-tre the most expensive mode of transporting 
the United States mail, furnish, to those who choose, the! easiest and 
chea}JCSt mode of violating the laws prohibiting the establishment of pri
vate posts. Dutr compels me to state it as my opinion, that, without 
further legi~lation upon this subject by Congress, the revenue of the de
partment will, in tim'e, be so far affected by the inroads of private ex
presses, that the l'lervicc will either ha\·e to be reduced below the just 
wants of the public, or appropriations from the general treasury will be 
required to meet the curreut expenditures of the department. 

In the course of the past year, I hare been called on to express my 
opinions upon this subject officin!ty. These opinions have been attack
e~ and contro\'ertcd by many; and the quflstion is distinctly preseuted, 
whether the po\\'er grautPd to Congress, to establish post offices aud post
roads, is pleuary and exrlnsi n"!, 

It is coutcudcd by some, that, though this power is granted to Con
gress, individuals and companies haYe a right to carry on the business of 
transporting letters, &c., m·cr the post.roads of the United States; and all 
laws which fin·bid them aw Ynid, and U!'urp:~tious upon indh·idual right. 

Others conteud that the post.oflke system is an odious Jllolaopoly, and 
ought to be aholishetl. These arn grave ctnel'tious, urged by a portion of 
a powerful press, hlld snstaiued by the influence of those whose interest~ 
are involved. They arc questions which, if they have not been settled 
by the legislative and JUdiciary departments of the Government, should 
now be settled. 

1'he power to establish post office:; and post.roads was exercised hy 
Congress under the articles of r-onfedcration. !-'rom the moment Con
gress thus assumed the power, hy the sanction of the States, no State or 
citizen of a State prmnnned to exerdsc the right. If there be any one 
subject concerning the intcrnnl interests of the State~ and the people, 
whsch should be regnrded as purely national, it i11 the business of trans· 
porting by authority of law, and of right, letters from one State to aud 
through another. A uniform, cqnr~l, awl harmonious system ran ouly he 
conducted by a yw>wf!r eo.extent~ivc with that Rystem. It i~t · al,burd, 
therefore, to contend thA: the mnil system can be left to the Statelf or to 
indiv;dual enterprise. 1'hc members of tiu; con\'ention who fl,ruwcl thr 
constitution understood this t~ubjcct better. 'l'hcy kucw that ~he cont,roJ 
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of this subject must be confided to a powAr which pervaded, pro Aac ~Jice, 
the whole sphere of its operations. Consequently, among the leading 
prominent grants of power by the States to Congress, is the grant over 
this subject, in the following words: "Congress shall have power to 
establish post offices and post· roads." 

This gran~ of power is found in the same clause, and is expressed in the 
aame words and language of the gnmts of power to coin money, to regulate 
commerce, to declare war, &.c. It i ~a grant which covers the whole Fund. 
Jt is ample, full, and, consequently, exclusive. If douh · ~ · · l ex1st as to 
the exclusiveness of this grant, that doubt must vanish upon a reference 
to the lOth article of the amendments to the constitution, which declares: 
"The powers not delegated to the United States by the constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States, respectively, or to 
tht: people." • The power to establish post offices and post-roads is plainly 
and distinctly delegated to the United States. It is, therefore, not a power 
reserved to the States, respectively, or to the people. 

I will not extend or elaborate an argument upon a proposition so plain, 
. and which, I conceive, has been settled and adjudicated by all the depart

ments of the Government, and by the people themselves. 
The exclusive right to establish post office9 and post-roads being in the 

United States, Congress has the power to pass Jaws to protect that right. 
Without such laws, it is impossible to exercise the power and perform the 
delegated trusts beneficiaJly to the people. More especially cannot this be 
done, if Congress neglects this duty, and, at the same time, leaves the 
General Post Office to depend upon its own revenue to defray the ex
penses of the system. 

'rhe General Government should either protect the department ugainst 
the inroads of private posts, or provide the ways and means to meet the 
necessary expenses of the service. 

The impohcy of permitting the business of conveying letters and paekets, 
in whole or in part, by private posts or expresses, so long as the Post Office 
Department is left to create, by its operations, its own means of support, 
must be apparent. These private expresses will only be found to operate 
upon the ~reat and profitable thoroughfares between great commercial 
points, whale the extremes are left to depend upon the operations of the 
United States mail, crippled and broken down for the want of means. 

Between New York aud BostC'n, between Philadelphia and Baltimore, 
or between New York and Buffalo, individual enterprise might supply th~ 
wants of the community iu the rapid and cheap transportation of letters 
and packets. Will the sm11c enterprise penetrate the savannahs and 
swamps of the south, or the wilds of the we~t, and daily or weekly con
vey to the door of the planter and the husbandman the letter of business 
or friendship-the intelligeP.ce of commcree aud polities 1 

Individl'l¥1 enterprise may be rewarded hy the payment of six cents for 
carrying' a letter between New York n111l Uoston; hut cau that same en
terprise be invoked to car~·y a letter fi>l twenty-five cents daily h(Jtwcen 
l,hiladelphia awl St. Louis, or from Chicago to Savannah, pr from ~t. 
Augustine, }<'lorida, to Burlington, iu Jowa I 

If tho great thorou!(hfarcs between cornmercinl cities nrc loft to the oper
ations of private posts, the oxtrcme poi uta (whoso conncxions in businet~s 
and commerce teud to ~o~well the postage collectf'tl nt the cities) must suffer, 
or the menus to r<·ach them by the muiiiJ be furnif;hcd out of the general 
ueuury. · 
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It is not wholly true that the larger cities furnish the entire surplus, 
w:tich is elsewhere expended. Though the returns show 11 large amount 
of postage collected at the..~c points, much of that atnount is paid by the 
extremes in commercial connexion with thr.m. 

Connected with this subjcr.t, in some de~ree, is the business of trans
porting newspapers by coutractors out of the mail, o\·cr mail routt>s, iu 
l'iolation of law. n·hen appealed to hy postmastl·rs and contr:lctors to in
struct them in their duty upon this subject, I mldrc!'st'd to the contractors 
a circular letter, in which I gn\'e them my opinion of what the Ia\\' of 
Congress was upon this subject. A copy of that letter (~n. ·l; accompa
nit>s this report. The correctnt>ss of the opiuions rontniued iu this letter 
has been questioned. I was conscientious in the views therein expressed, 
belie\·ed them to be correct, and felt it a puhlic duty tn )'nblish them, 
when called for by those to whom the dut~· of trausporling the mail was 
confidt>d. 'rt10ugh I am not distinguished by the pride of opinion iu 
offi~ial and legal matters, I am gmtified to find the ,·iews I ha\'e taken 
of the acts of Congress fully snstniued by the ntlkial opiuion of the Attor
ney General, to whom the suhject has been referred hy the Prc,:,ident. A 
copy of that opiuion is also annexed, (~o. 5.) 

'rhere is at the present moment considerable agitation in the public 
mind on the suhject of the reduction of J10slaf!'«'; and it seems to be ex
pected br some that the Postmaster GP.neral r-;luJUid recornmeud the reduc
tion of the rates ofpostagt•. l\ly opir1ious upnu this suhject were gh·en to 
Cougress, iu uuswer to a rPsolntiou, at the last ~cssiou. 'rhesc opinions 
were necessarily hypothetical, and acrompnnied by a t.li~tinct uunu1wiation 
that, if any rousidcruulc redurtion iuthc rates of post:•gc should be deemed 
advisable by Cougress, it should be preceded by a pr•wision to relieve the 
department from ccrtaiu hen,·y anuual responsibilities, aud accomr:auied 
by a proper regulation anrl restrirtiou of the franking pri\·ilcge. "ithout 
such relief and modification of the existing laws, it was my opinion then, 
aud it is my opiuiou still, that, if auy cousidernhlc rt·durtiou in the mtes 
of postage be made, the mail se:·viec would not yield a sutlicit•nry of re\'e· 
nun to meet its own expenditures upon tho thl·n aud prest!llt t•xisting 
Neale of operations. 

It is contended by many, whnr.;c opinions arn t'lltitlt•.l trl re .. pectr'ul r'OU· 

~illt•ration, that a rednctiou of postage to a unit:mu :uul l(J\\' ratt• wuulll be 
tiJI!owcd by un iucrcnsc of its ru\·t•IJlle equal to the :uaunal wants of the 
~er\'i~o, on its present ha!o>is, extended from time to tiaaw, a:-; the demands 
of 1!11• public shall require. 

I cou~ur in tho correr.tncss aud Jllsticn of thr po~ition that the Pnst 
(Hike I )epartnwut slaonld taol he fl!l;:trdt•tl as a s•llW'e of rt•\'ellUt' to th~ 
UnvCJillllCilt; that, if its rt•t:l!ipts bu grtmlt·r than its CXJM!Ilditnrcs, the 
rates of Jl<lSiaKe :.;fllllllll he rr•thiC'Pd, and tho Ullll\1:11 smplu:oo df uuy 1 should 
uot lm carried iuto tla1• trt'a~urr. 

It seou;s to ltavo bnt'll a prin<·ipl~' at thP fi,uudati1111 of till' lllllil !4plt>lll 
of the Uuitl!tl ~tntt•s, that tlw dPJiill'lllll!llt :-.lt(lllld sustaiu itself IJy its own 
i11r~om1!. Of the sounrlttes" of thi:.; priJwiplu I a111 fully pt•rsuarlllll. anti 
r-;hnnl.l rl•gard its a"alldllllllll'llt :1" ituprllitir: at aur lillll' p:trticularlr at 
the prmmut momeut, whcu tht: 11atioual ill<'nllte is nuequal to the urJiuury 
dornumls upon it. 

If this priuriplc sltnul1l hn ah:m<lOIII'tl. awl tlw Post C »llit't! l>•q,;utnumt 
made to Jean upou tlw ll'l'asnry fi,r support, I sltolll!l li.mr that that,.,,.,. 
~taut vigilance so necessar-y to ll!-1 ttMcful adruiuistratiou would be •aLan-
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doned by those charged with its affairs, and a degree of wasteful expendi
ture and extravagance ensue, wholly inconsistent with our republican 
institutions. 

Any reduction of the present rates of postage, by which thE' de~rtment 
is left in the pos~ession of an income 1.0 meet its own expcituilures, 1 
shall be pleased to see made. 

The example of England, in the reduction of postage to one penny, is 
relied upon as sufficient to justify the United States in at once making a 
similar reduction in tt.~ rates of postage. 

Without obtruding any opinion of my own upon this suhject, I have 
thought I would best subserve the public interest by submitting the facts 
which belong to the question of reduction of postugc in Bnglaud, and the 
resul~ of that reduction, so far as they have been developed, and the facts 
which it is believed bear upon the question iu this country. 

It should' be remembered thnt at the time of the reduction of postage 
in England, and at the present period, the Post Office Department was 
regarded, as it was in fact, a source of revenue to the Crown. Its whole 
expense of management was paid out of the public treasury, and its whole 
Teceipls were paid into the same treasury. 

In the United Kingdom, the annual transportation of the mail is about 
20,000,000 of miles. In the United :5tutes, it amounts to 35,2.52,805 miles. 

In 1838, when the subject of reduction of postage was under considera
tion in Parliament, the whole annual expense of management of th~ de
partment was $3,353,434. 

The whole amount of cost of management (expenditures) of the mail 
servic!e of the United States, for the year 1843, was $4,374,713 7Fi. 

The gross income of the British Post Office was $11,421,907. The gross 
revenue of the United States Post Office may be stated at $4,~95,925 43. 

The British Post Office yielded a 1\.et revenue to the Crown, beyond 
its expenses, of $7,965,648. The United Stutes Post Office receipts are 
about equal to its expenditures. 

The cost of mail conveyance in Great Britain and Ireland is much less 
than in this country. rrhe average cost (or all grades, except the railway 
and packet service, (which I am urmble to nscertain,) is scarcely five cents 
a mile. 'rhe coach conveyance of the mail is just five cents per mile. 
In the United States, the avcrngP cost, exclusive of railroad and steam
boat transportation, is nearly seven aud u half cents per mile~ fi1r mail 
conveynncc in coaches, the cost is three and fom-f1fths of a CL'Ilt per mile 
greater in the United States thrtn in Great Britain. 

1'he rates of postage iu .England, which produced this enormous reve
nue, were as follows : 

Rates of general inla11d post,gc on siu gle letter., on any distance uot e.1:cccding 
8 miles 2d.-equnl to 4 cents. 

15 " 4 " " " 
20 ,, (j " 10 " 
30 " 6 " 12 " 
50 ,, 7 ,, 14 " 
80 '' H '' 16 " 

120 " ~· " 18 " 
170 " JO '' ~0 " 
230 " ' • 11 ,, 22' " 
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Not exeeedinJ.-
300 rrules 
400 " 
000 " 

and 1 penny for each additional 
miles. 

12d. equal 10 ~cents. 
13 " 26 " 
14 " 28 u 

100 miles, <'r part of 100 milea, over 500 

There existed, also, what were called the London local post~. The 
charge upon single letters for a distance or circle of three miles from the 
London office was 2J.--equalto 4 cents~ beyond that, and within 12 
miles, 3d.-e<tual to 6 cents. 

Penny posts were established for the accommodation of any town, at 
the discretion of the Postmaster General. 

Letters from soldiers and sailors, if prepatd, might be sent to any place 
in the kingdom for one penny. 

Newspapers, if stamped, were sent through the mail free of postage. 
'l'he stamp duty ou each newspaper was 1tl.-e(lual to 2 cents; and this 
duty was retainecl in the act of 1836, in lieu of postage on newspapers. 
The amount derived from thi~ duty on newspapers circulated through the 
mails wa~ ('stimated to he ~HS9,997 uuuually. ~othing is allowed to be 
written on the paper-not even the name of the person sending it-with
out subjecting it to triple postage. 

The frankiug privilege of members of Parliament was limited to an 
ounce~ and not more than ten to be sent, and fifteen to be received, each 
c.iav. Official franks unrestrieted. 

Resides the postage to be derived from inland lette~, postage, varying 
accordiug t·J circumstances, and ia some degree depending upon the 
country from nud to whi~h sent, wns imposed on foreign letters, the ave
rage rate of which \Vas 46A cents on ear.h letter. 
. Uepnty postmasters are ·paid generuiJy by a fixed salary from the public 
treasury. 

Sur.h, snhstantially, was the system of the British post office, and its 
sources of revenue, in lH38. 

In the t Jnited ~tates, the Post Office Department, unlike that of Bog
land, is mndc to depend upon its own revenue to defray its expenditures. 
It does not coutribute to the general treasury. 

To continue the prescut aruount of mail ~en· icc (whir.h cannot, without 
inJUstice to too pn!Jiic, be reducE>d in any considerable degree) will re
'tnire annually nhout the sum of ~4,5(KI,OOO. 

The annual income cnnuot exceed that amount, i(lr years to come, 
under th~ present system. 

'l'hc refor111 in the Oritish s~·stem waR urgr.d, and ultimately adopted, 
upon the ground that the charge for transporting a letter was out of pro
portion to thn expense incurred. It wa~ 11tated, in the report of the com
mittee of Parliament, that the poAtnge received wa~t more than three times 
the amount of thP. expense incurred in trll118porting and delivering a 
letter. 

h waa r.ontended hy the projeetor of the reform in Hogland, that u re
ducti<m o( postage to one penny for all distances in the kingdom, would 
increue the number of lettE>rs to fivc·fclld ~ and the eommittee were of 
opinion that the revenue dt.!rived to the Crown from the post oftlee 111onld 
not .-ustain any diminution. 

'rhcte' opi'nions, and 3thers similar, were flU stained \vi\h great r.arneaC· 
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ness and ability, against the judgment of the Postmaster Genernl, and 
o&hers associated with him in the department. 

The committee com·h•de their report with this remark, in recommcnd
inJr the adoption of the unitorm penny system of postage: "that ther 
believe, at no distant ~riod, tt will improve the post office revenue itself:" 
and " that it is the opinion of most of the witnesses, except the offirt>rs of 
the Post Office Depnnment, that the adoption of it, as recommended hr 
Mr. R. Hill, would occasion a very great increase iu the numbP.r of let
ters posted, and a far greater iucrea~e than would be required to maintain 
the revenue at its present amount.·~ 

Snch were the opinions and ('al<-ulations upon whi<'h the system of 
uniform penny rates of postage was ultimately adopted. 

The rates of postage, as established in Eugland under this system, arc 
as follows: 

Letters, not exceeding ~ ounce, ld. -e<Jnal to 2 cents. 
Do. 1 do. 2 do. -1 
Do. 2 do. 4 do. ~ 
Do. 3 do. 6 do. 12 

So in proportion up to sixteen ounces; beyond which uo letter wHl lh.~ 
received, except parliamentary doruments. 

The postage is to be prepaid, or the letter will he rntcd at double po!i!· 
age. 

Prepayment of postage is to be made by money, or by the use of stamps. 
Single stamps are olJtaiucd at the cost of h. L !d. per dozt>u ; J.ouble 

stamps at 2s. 2d. per dozen. 
All foreign letters are rated vnriouslv, acconling to the countries from 

which sent. · 
Foreign and colonial letters rated at vario .1s prices, frol}l 6 to Go cents 

the single letter. 
Newspapers printed in England, aud stamped, are sent free ofpostage. 

Foreign newspar;rs pay postage. 
Connected w1th this system, was the abolition of the parliameutary 

franking privilege. 
Upon 5th DeccmbCl·, 183~~, the old high rates of postage wern Jiscou

tinued, and a uniform rate of 4d. sub!'ltitute(l. That rate ceased ou thtl 
10th January, 1S40, and the present uniform pennv·~ystem was put iu 
fu 11 operation. · 

T~lo re~ults of the present system in Euglaull nrc exhibited hy tl11• 
officral reports of the dcpartrncut, as late us the 24th April, 1~·12, a tabular 
view ofwhich is hereto amu•xed, (No. H.) 

The official returns ft,r 1843 have not been rcceivcu at this depurtmcur, 
nor have I been able to procuiC them. 

These results have not mot the nutieipntiou of the tu.l\'ocateto of thP ~o~rs· 
tem in the ratio of increase in the tmmuerof lctterl', the llXJ>elll'L'S of mau
ngcmeut, or the mllonnt of rcnnnw. 

I have ~electetl the number of letters pol'tcd fi,r u WL•ek in en(~h of tlu• 
years 1~39,-'40,-''11, aud '42, from the returu" nho\·e n~fi~JTmJ to. 

In u week prectlding tho 2'1th r'onnnbt•r, l!-i3~l. lliHh·a· tlac old alit I high 
rates of postuge, there W('aJ posted 1 ,m;5,\J7:J lcttc.ors. 

io,or ou'J wocl< ending 2~d l>crmuhcr, uo~:m. whe11 tho uuifimn mtt' o'· 
4tl. was impo.!lt'd, there were pm;ted !4,001;,f.}t;7 lcuer,:o;. 
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The mtm~r of letters posted in the wet-k prccf'.ding the 24th May, I~. 
under the u01fonn penny rate, was 3,1~,035. 

The number of letters for one week precediaag 20th Juue. 1~1, wu 
3,773,136. 

The muuber of letters mailed for one week precooing ~th .~pril, ls.t2, 
was 3,9".l9,513. 

This shows au increa."e of le5~ th3n t!-foltl upon the lettersliJO$aed under 
the old system, instead of five-fold, as estimated by Mr. R. 111, aud the 
other advocates of the system. 

It is not for me !r, sa~· whether tlal'f'e )"€'ars is a sufficient length of time 
to ascertain the maxinJUUl increase of letters under the operation of the 
penny system. It is doulaless as long a p•~riod a~ was cuntemplated by 
the committee, when, in th~ir opinion, the mere~ of the nmnber of le&
ters would " impro\·e the post office re\·erme. •• 

The annual cost of man:tgemeutof the oost offin under the old s~·st('lll-
say for the year pre~eding the 5th Jauua1y. ~~=~~t-was ~3.~tti..l~t;. 

Annual cost for the year preceding 5th January, I S.tU, :::;3,633,5~15. 
Cost of management ftlrthe year preceJiug;";tldanuary, 1""-11, ;5;-l,ltl ,tl.5tt. 
Gost of management for the year precediug:>thJauuary, 1~-lt. 8.t,5U3.tlJ. 
Gross revenue for the year preccdiu!! 5th January. ~~~~. under the old 

rates of postage, was 811,26~,134. 
Gross revenue for the year precediug 5th J:umarr, 1~-JU, un•lt•r the old 

rates, (except for one month the -It/. rate Wal' iu opcmtiun., $11.-l'i;";,titit. 
Gross revenue fl,rone y~ar preceding ;";th January, 1~-ll. under the penny 

rate. $6,444,499. 
Gross revenue for the yc:u- preceding ;)tit Januarr, P-'-lt, ;:;; ,1 7'8,59-l. 
'rhe amouut of uet re,:ctme paid iutn the treasury t~,r the ~ear preced-

ing 5th Jauua;y, 1S39, wrts ~;.~tu5..zti·~~- ·
l>o. do. ath January, lS40, $• .~4:l~Oh,. 
Uo. do. 5th January, lS.t l, S~.3t:l,:J;u. 
Do. do. 5th January, JR4:l, $i,tii5,3t-U. 
In this statement of net revenue is included the !-Uta of .J.. 15,1.)6, tor 

the year 1 S3~t, charged to the C 1o\'crmncut tiJr postage. 
In ltS40, ..£:'44,~i~ was charged to the Go\'t:rauucut ltlr l".)~tagt•. 
In 1841, ... fHU,itil do. ,lo, tln. 
ln lb4~, .1.'113,256 do. dtJ, dt,, 
'!'here ltm~ beeu an increa~c of letlet·s, but uot tu out• half thl· t•xtt•ut auti· 

cipatcd; and an increased chargl• for the mauagcutcnt greater than was 
estimated. 

lnl'ltead of uu increase of rtlVCIHW to thn (Jr,twll, u-. was pn·di .. :tetl hr the 
committee, there was u lo:;s of $.),t\•o,~t;~. 

'rho system ofptmuy postage ira 1-:ugluud, ~o tiu·a ... re\'t'llllt' I' \!tlllC•·mrd, 
lias rcsnltC'd in a los~ of 1war tWtt-third~ \lw ren•Jt\lt' \IIHler the oiJ systl'lll, 
aiUI :m iucrt!nsc of cost of llilllla~ement Nptal h' :ill J'l'f c••ut. 

'l,llt'sc fiwls will sen-P tn show that thP wx, ill lilt• sh:tJH' of po!-.tagt•, U}'•!ll 
tho Bu~lish rorn•spoudt•nt·c, has bet•nlt·sM'IIt'tl~ that tlw po~ootagc upctllflt•ws
papers 1~ paid in tlw shape of n stamp duty, l11:.:ht·r tltllll tlu· po.,ta~t· l~<Ucl 
ou uowspupt!rs iu thu r uitt·il Stutt•s; that tho t'llrl'l'l»JM'lltlt·urt. th I'll II ~:11 tlu~ 
mail hal4 bet!ll iw·rc•us•!tl, autl that tlw rt•Vt'llllt! tlt•rt' c•d to tilt' l'ru\\ u hW« 
bcuu ~reutly lt•sM'Ilctl. Allll tlll'y furtlter JIIO\'t', thaL the IIH'UIIIt' t~f 1let1 
Uritisll Post Ulliee is still ~rt·att'r tl11111 its l'ol'tt of lllliiHILWIIIt'Ut. 'J'wu otlwr 
fhrts should uot bl• un·rlot~kt•ll in tilt' COllll'ilrtsou uf rlw rt'\'l:lllll' tlf tllo 
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British Post Office under the old and new rates of poi18Re- The fint il, 
that not only nil foreign and colonial letters, which are delivered in EDI· 
land, but those which pus through England, in their transit to and from 
other countries, are subjected to a heavy postage. The t.eeond, that by 
law the transportation of )etten by private conveyance, except where the 
carrier shall himself deliver the letter to the person addressed, is prohibit· 
cd by severe penalties. 

If the British Crown did not need the revenue; or ifit did, and the sub
ject was willing to be taxed in the form of stamp duty, or e~cise, equal to 
the reduction ofthe rate of postage, as more equal and less burdensome, 
no one will question his right, nnd the justice of yielding to the demand 
to have the postage reduced. 

If the Post Office Department of the United States yielded a revenue 
over its expenses, or if the charge of it." management were paid from the 
general treasury, no one would doubt the propriety and justice of a re
duction. 

It is a que!'tion for Congress and the people to settle, whether they will 
so far change the laws of the United States concerning the Post Office De
partment, as to direct its expenses to be paid out of the treasury. 

The number of chargeable letters delivered, whi~h annually pass through 
the Post Office of the United States, has heretofOre been estimated at 
24,507,994. The number cf similar letters annually posted in England, 
under the old rates of postage, was estimated by the committee of Parlia
ment at 77,500,000. 

The number, under the penny rate, of like letters, may be estimated at 
204,334,676. 

With a view to put Congress in possession of correct information upon 
this subject, I have directed an accurate account to be kept nt each post 
office of the United States, during the mouth of October, of the numLcr 
of letters under each rate of postage ; the number of free letters, and by 
what official franked ; the number of newspapers, pamphlets, &c. These 
returns are not quite complete. I hope to have them ready by the 1st of 
January, to be furnished to Congress, if required. 

'I'he questions connected with this subject, it occurs to me; which it will 
be the duty of the representatives of the people to settle, are: whether the 
present amount of mail service is greater than the country requires 1 If 
not greater, can it be performed at less expense ? Whether at the same or 
less expense, shnll it be paid out of the treasury, or by the postage on mail 
matter! 

If Congress shall enter upon the question of reduction of postage upon 
the principle avowed by the advocates of thfl British reform-viz: of pre
serving, if not improving, the amount of revenue-and shall require the 
Post Office Department to maintain itself, the information (which I hor.! 
to have ready by the . . of Jnnunry) of the number of letters posted wdl 
be important. 

By a comparison between the business, and population, and extent of 
territory of the two Governments, and a compnr1son between the uurnber 
of letters poRted in both countries, under the respective rates, an estimate 
of the probable increase of posted letters in this country, upon a pro ratfl 
reduction of postnge, may bo made; aml thnt rate of postage may be nscer
tained, whtch will give the nmonnt required to defray the expense" of 
the mail system of the United States. , 
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If, howenr, it shall be the pleasure or Congres~ to follow tlte cnmple 
or the British Government, by placing the 8XpPndiuaret of the department 
a..~t an annual charge upon the public treasury, tu~d by bnuM;a.e ~ ~~= =-=~ 
of that trea.'l\lry whatever '1f postage may be collected, the report of the 
number of letters which now pass through the mail can be of little enn~
quence. 

This change of system will simplify the operations of the ~n-ice. The 
amount required fOr the service of each current year, in the opinion of 
e---ch Congress, will be appropriated from the treasury. The postage roi
Jected will be paid into the treasury. 1'hc dcpartment, thus protected and 
sustained, wiH «'ontinue the sphere of its operations, limited only by th~ 
amount appropriatecl. 

I have deemed it a duty t~ present to your ,·icw (entcrtaining a hope 
that yon will submit it to Cougrc~s) thi;; synopsis of lacL-., digc~tcd from 
the best sources within my posst~s~ion, and lr.ave the (JUestion of rctluction 
of postage, without any rccomrncmlation of miu{·, tu be decided hy that 
department of the Government to which the people have wisely del~gated 
the power. 

If Congress should determine not to make the reduction of postage to the 
extent indicated by the views nnd published npiuions of those who haVt! 
agitnted the subject, I would respectfully recommend, as I have done on 
former occasions: that the present rates of postage be so changed a~ to 
correspond with the coimr of the Fuited States. 

There is a large class of printed matter, such as handbills, the prospectus 
of a newspaper, prices current, the drawings of lottNies, proof· sheets, &c., 
now charged with letter postage, which ought not to pay higher rates than 
newspapers and pamphlets. A just discrimination between newspapers, 
as to size or wei~ht, should he made in the imposition of postage. 

· The franking privilege, if not abnlisiH'd altogether: should in some way 
be restricted, and its abuse checked. 

There arc other modifications of the existing laws which will no doubt 
present themselves to the consideration of Uongrcss, whose enactments, 
whatever they may be, will be administered, so far as that duty shall be 
devolvc<l on me, in the same spirit in whirh they may be passed-with a 
view singly to promote the intentions of t.:ongrcss, and to advance and 
extend the us~fulness of this department to every section of the country. 

I am, sir, with grt~at respect, yours, 
C. A. WICKLU'FE. 

To the P~tE~JVt;~rr oF TifF. (J~t·n:o ~T.nr:~. 
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TuUe rif mrril sm·i~_·,., f"r tl&t !lear mdi11g Jtm, :JO, ts.t3, lU e.rhibited bg tltt stall (!f the nrrn11gemmla al the close of 
lite year.• 

------------------------- -----
I Annual mm,porlllil•" nnd rate' oi cu•t. 

S1n1t • ""' 'l'rrrihol ie·. 

-----
:\laitll! 
Nell' U:nnJdlllt' 
\'erm .. nl -
1\la ....... ldau,,.:!...:. • 
Hh.•l•! l•!:.n•l 
Conlt~•'lt• 4~1 
~t:\\' Yolk 
l"t>\1' J.,, ... y 
PPnn•\'ll"aniJ 
Dl'l:tW:\fl' 
~.ar}:ta,.,, 

uguua 
Nonh C:Jwlma 
~o•rth e,lrvllnll 
Gt•vrj!ia 
Ft.•ri·la 
lllllll 
Mkhigau 
Indiana 
fililWI• 
\V,••·uft,in 
Iowa 
l\li·.•onri 
K··nltJI'k\' 
rrennt~ ....... t·~ 
Alabama 
Mi•,i· •rr}j 

A1karl'~. 
Luui lana 

Vlll(lh of 
vulf':"', 

.'Illes. 
:I,!HI 
~,-.!;:• 
-.!,1111 
:1,:171 

:11"1 
1,!1!1 

13.111 .... 
:!,11;!1 

10,3J>j 
til!l 

:!,33:; 
11,7~0 
ti,!H5 
.J,t•N) 
ti,r•"'7 
1,7:!~. 

11,577 
:t,5·.!'.! 
ti,:lti:.! 
i,u·Ji 
1,511 

41:1 
-:,"'1t1f 
~,4';5 
li,ilil 
ti,1;1:1 
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- -----------
On hoi'"· 

--------
.Uii~r. 
:.l!lt1,':!11 tii,G~I 
ll:l,'; ... l -1.3~1 
lltl,ltil !•,h;JH 
li:.!,'7111 '7,-1111 
1~•. Ill !It~<; 

llfi,-lllt 5,131 
1-SI,UI I 4ti,HII 
111:.!,-.!':'1 4,t::!·i 
!li!l,tlli~ 4a,J:>J 
·l~,;l"'J ~.t~.; 

:!:ICI,:i".!o 13,-.!t'iJ 
l,l:l3,;;-.~ 5S 1iti1, 

;i!t;!, i4~ 31,1-o!lll 
2~i,H'.l-l 21 ,•!I·! 
416,4!11 :IJ,!)iS 
1-6,17·1 9,1:.!3 

!II'~ ,5!1:1 -1:!,':!!15 
,:i.J,4!fl'l li,:ll9 
!}li:.!,9·!·1 :?1,1~15 
: 1ti·l,H'; J :!l,:l•i11 
li:!,CHH 7 ,:1~·· 
li!l,tiMI 3,:w; 

·l~n. 1-.!.-t 
i 

2:t,":l'"l' 
r.:;.-.,o,~l ~=~,:tta 
r.tn,·17t: ~».71:.! 
;,10,12. ... :ti,":'~:l 
5YI,OI~ 3!1,'.' •·l 

-- ------------------
In l'uao·h~·· B~· railroad an•l•ll':unbo:ll. 

------ -- .- -- --- -
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4U,•07-i :ll,!l7ti :.~~·.:1.!•' ll,~t.il 
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•• ~:>t,lt-~1 13•1.fJ!I•l :!();"),~(-~ II, iJ2 
3t7,!1!H 17,•.!1fj 111,:.!5.! Jl,llkJ 
til:./1 ';jjM 41,ti-<l 
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1-rl,to.:H ·'·""3 a;,a1~ :1,573 

390~0()() ti:'liO &!H,":'J".! :17,11f>3 (I) 
;:ll ,!>1-.?-.! 7~.:131 547, ii:l (d) :iM,!I~II 
fj~~.7til ;· •• 3;1:1 

u<~toc 73:00tl ti·!l,llll lf)!l,\!73 l•) 
3· 1!,920 5ti,5S9 :l~.tlfil ;) ,ti!I'J 

T,..:al annual TutalanntJal 
lr:J!I ;•umuiun. rail' o( t'OSI. 

------ ------
.\Iii•$ . 

I ,0:!!1,~11 ~':'l,U':' 
li!)!J,t-.1 -13,99~ 
'713,4311 -lti,\109 

1/•!l"',t~l t:ll, 749 
lit,,.;,! 10,115 
7";U,tie.~ 51,3'71 

4, -;-;-... ,tltil 3:i:!,:l~ 
731,3~1 ti<l,330 

3,11!0,~.;:,! le-i,43'7 
...... 11•1 "'.303 
10.~: ,0111 ll7,:!35 

'.!,:!~i,.Jt.ill l!¥.1,':'53 
t,•aG,:.w 151,4!);, 

!l:lt;,~8:l ·~J,3jij 
I,·UFt,;,~ lil,6'71 

~ti!J,~-.(· 41,WJ 
~,9ii,OJt; 1!11,007 

~Mi. ";O-J 40,6"~5 
1,1':'5,ti!t".! tili,li~ 
1,-l:,t-t,!'l:ill 1<11,\!ti!l 

l:lj,MI~ 1:.!,~34 
1\!i,l!l:.! 6,91!1 

1,3:00,1'1511 6f,t'~l 
I,~IJ,ti04 J30,!it:C 
1,\!:l!l,llttl ~ti,Oti5 
l,l!!l!J,3"'ti ·~ti'!,o.;r, 

911,002 95,'•1:10 
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• .\ rhar·~r t.a• h•·•·u adop•uf m 1h1· P"'f·nrRI!l•O oi lhi·. labll' lo rnnkt j1 cr.n(orrn Jo lht' mnde of k~tpiug lhe accnunl• in lhc Audrior'~ oftht, and C'CCI• 
··•·•n~l I'T"''' lr"u' rlu• onwr•, '"'"' ,,.,,,,.,1, 111111' In IJnlP. i·h~ ruirr~ ,rrvi•·e »nol P"V Ctl" the ro111e 1.• ~et down lui he !11n:c untltr whtch 11 i~ numb~r.l'd, 
ll .. •u::h ~x ··udm~o: IIJI"or),,•r :51Hit•, if,,IPH•Ittf IJ JI!JI •lil"l<:t<l amttn~t lhl' f'lnlr• 1n wh.ch eath rortwn t•f il he•. Tht, chAII!lP. b nece,:ary, lu rrevent :he 
rruung dt.•<"fl'j.tliOLII'• thalmu.t Hppcar llll'Uty instanl'l'1 Iilli whrch dlt' li;ble to b~ ldken a~ cvJden~c 1.1C e;rtJ.3 error lh the ~latemrr 

NO'l.;t~. 

(rr l Tho ··lrttHh<•Dllotllr 1•11 La i.e Cltampi;Jin i.· nndr:r ll :oit'IV York numtN. 
(hJ The t:altitu••r••, \VIimirrl{lvll,llll'f l'hiliuklphta raliroarl, h nndt-r a M~rylaud numhcr 
c '-) Tlrl .• <'ll>hract·.• th•· .lrllJIIhi>Jtl 'ervkc lrum ~1. l.nu'~ 1,11 ~cw Ol)l'illl~. 
(d) Till• elllltrtto:c' 1),.. 'lrlllllb>~JI ~,.I' ice frttm Loul,l"lllc tol'illf.tni!Rll, anr\ (lt•m L~>ut .vtll~ 1o ~cw Orlr •111"•. 
tr) 'l'h1~ 111rlutle•lhr 11111lt' I rum :\l,•blle Ia Nrw Or\r11n~. 
( 1) The other I'Xpenolllur•·' mclcltnttu tranMportrllion, 'u•·h u a moun I~ pa"lfor ~lup, ht'RIIIhoal, an<! \\'8\'·lt'lll't·. I· •c;; , ,h , arr 1w1 ir elude I J'l rY& 1111·, 

bf~au~e lhty are tho MI~Jccb vi ~rpauuc appropriation and account. 
S. R. I·WBBIE, 

1-'trbt .·bsi.staut l'o~ltnflller Unural. 

~ 
~ 
z 
? 

~ 
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Pos·r Ot·Flcr: DEPARTMEI\ .. r, 
Conlrt.lcl Office, Now. 4, 1843. 

H1R: J<'rom the filrcgoing tlhlc, the following results appear: 
'fhat the cost of mail.scrvi~c, including the agencies incident to tlu~ 

railroad aud stcamhoat route~, was Jess for the last, thnn the preceding 
year, by $I:lt,.Hm ~ whii:-;t the trausportation throughout the year wa.'i 
greater by 4lfi,~J.f miles: 

'rhnt the an~ rage cnl't of transportiug the mail was S .-·, <."cnts per mile; 
on the horse route~,;')~ ~cuts~ 011 the coacla -routes, S~ ; antl on the rail
roa•l aud steamboat route~, 1:!! ~·~uts: 

'l'hat the railroad uud steati1uoat lll:til-sNdce constitutes ahout 16 per 
cent. ot the whole service iu tlu~ extent of annual transportation, and 
0\'er 2,1 per t!Cltt. in cost; the coach transptwtation 52 per cent. of sen·irc, 
and !)4 per cent. of co:st; the horse conveyance about ;n per cent. of ser· 
vice, and 20 per cent. of cost. 

'rhc changes in tltc scn·irt~ during the year ending- June 30, 1843, may 
be expressed, in totals, as ti>llo\\·s: 
Cui: ,!iu :; ~~ "r~lf'•··~d - - - $132.:.?:13 00 
;"ia\·ing etfoctcd nuder dw lh.h, .._,,;; .. "'cts, a;, ili~.:.:::.· ~-lirw:·~,J 

in the northwesteru and snuthwestem sections, .. :.1cu 
went into opcratiou ou July l, ltl4~ 100,831 00 

Additional ami new scn·ice ordered 
233,084 00 

98,!)S5 00 

Reduction · - $I34,4m• oo ------· ------
It is to be obserreLl, that tlw above amouuts, and all amounts given in 

this report, are stated hr the cutirc year, and uot from the dates when the 
allowance or tho curtailtJwllt was nmuc. 'l'hcy do not embrace thP. de
ductions made for failures of service; nor, on the other hand, the allow. 
anct~s of the mouth's extra pay where service is discontinued. 'l'ho books 
of the A uditc,r o11ly can gi\'e t!JO preci:-:c amounts, as modified by the 
dntes, aw.l the other cireiJIHstan,·cs alluded to. It may be generally as. 
smnetl dmt tile sum, whetlHJI' of addition or reduction, will appeal' less 
on the Auditor's books, than iu this estimate of it by annual amounts. 

'l'he last annuallett111~ of mail-contracts was for the ser.tion composed 
of Virginia, North C:.Jl'olina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida; and 
the service, under the new routracts thr.u awarded, commenced with the 
~urrcut contract year. There have also been let to contr:~rt. numerous 
routes throughout thn Cuitcd ~tatcs, created by a recent net o1 Vongrosfol, 
the service on which hns gnaw into operation since July 1, 18£"1~3. '['his 
service has not yet been fully adjuNted; but on examination into the tirst 
quarter'H opcrnt1on f'hOWH :-

'.l'hat tho additional and tww service since 1st July last, 
($28,108 of which is for the uew routes created by Con. 
grclls,) indicates an additional expcm11e, for tho year, of • $41,300 00 

That tho service in the sontlwrn section has 
bonn re-let at less than the cost of last year 
by about • • • • 

And tho orders of curtailm~nts a,mount to 
87,500 00 
21,883 00 -- 829,383 ov 
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showing, thus far, an annual increase of expense of transport:.tion for thP 
present over the last year, of ~11,9li. 
~he ad \"&nee in the price of railroad :.nd ste:1mboat tmnsport:ttiou in 

the southern section has been so great ns nearly to nbsorb the entire 
saving effected upon the coach nml horse routes at tht> last )cuing. 'l'he 
cost of railroad and stcnmboat ~en· ice since July lst, I~~:~, is $fi2,S3S 
more than during the last year: $;j~,t'\3H of this inc-rea.~c nrbc:o; npnu the 
railroad and steamboat routes of the southern sc!c~tiuu :doue. :\ tlc·wiJt•cJ 
statement of tltis spcci\.!s of sen·ice in the Cuit•!d States, as it :-tatu.b 
under the armngemcuts of the curreut year: is snbjuiuc•tl. 

Agmcably to your request, I append the schmlul••s of ,lcpartnre arad 
arrival of the mail on the two great routes, from \\" a!)hingtnu to :\e\\' Or
leans, and from \Vashingtou to Cincinnati. 

Respectfully submit.ted : 

Hon. C. A. \\'" ItKI.IFFE, 

Postmu:ster Uc•1wral. 

S. R. HOBBIE, 
First Assi~tant Postmaster Geueral. 
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• lu :Santurkf't . 
. In win1rr, 3 lim•• a week, .-•. u othf'r 
: ... , .. ;c,., 1u makf' tlor wholrrqui'l',lenl 

loG 111111'• a wtek the Yf'lf thr~Jufh. 

Wilh riet.r .,, <-;.n,l maib In Hartford, 
•·l:ru run b1· tl•r- propurtur u( thh 
liur. 

• Sltatnbol.'ll , .. n·icf <•n c ....... k .. J lakf', 
~bo>•ll :l5 mill'• :an•l b.at'k, .!ailv, i• eN· 
loractt.l in a Cltlt"h runtract, ~C'. 111:t 

i S1umb.Jat •tn-i~t' on Chautauqur lakf', 
I ab.•ur ~0 mil'"' an.! back, G titoe5 a i w•rk. ;, al.;o undtr t"oach cootract. 

:s •.. I~U. 
-l:l,U~ i 

_ ' Fur '"3'•'n ul nl\'i~tation iu 1~3. 
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lblf _pa~· <•I th~ tuureo: o~ur_inr. 5U_1· 

- I pt'li'IUII Of nl\'1(31l"n. 'l'f\'1<'0: I~ Ill 
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luUr-lwt·t o'O:Irh~·. 

11,:1·~. 

21:1ro 

41,000 

'f•·•re a "'·~k dU111111: January an•l 
Februarv. 

C<•ntrart n'nt tltl'llird. 

E•rimated fnr ''tau•buat rart of route. 

Once a \\'erk durin~ l months of the 
year. 

Cuntra•·t not rxecutell. 
ll:ooo 
:4,!100 
4 .~t . Put of a coat:h !JDII 'teamlx•at route. 
ti,\!10 This·~ rai·' hi' lbt trip, .. ~ ellch way 
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~ti,Otlll 

ICI,.iO() 

!l6~. '7i3 

T/::~:~!~ir11mboat ~mice twicu week 
~lwt'en St. Loul~ and Keokuek, io 
Iowa, temporarily performed at pre•· 
en! by way of nprriment. 

Sf'rVtct' engagl'd lly the trip. 

1'bere ·~ ~tt·amboat P<rrvice I rom Mobile 
ll• BiPCkl,.n, 36 nules and baelr, daily, 
1'11\'tled t>y II I'UHCIJ I'ODirlcl. 

l'art vf a Mtambuat anrt l'vach rontf. 
There i• pu1h11rity 111iveo '" en1age 

''eamboal ~rrvtce twice to Alexan· 
d r1a, and t•nce a \l'eek to 8hrnt'-• 
pvrl, •t ~pt'rllh· amoun f,r !he lrrr, 
a1 crrtam 'tason~ d the year. 

1-
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RECAPITUI.ATION. 

Mil". I hDII&I 
10!11. 

-I 

3,il41 
1'1,7911 

~1l,'iS'l 
a64,7i3 

i 
9,1'10Gt ,96,1'11$ 

8. R. HOBBIE, 
1-Vr't .4s.tisltml Pottmn11t'r r.Jmrrol 

No. 1-f'Antinued. 

&ltPdt4lts of departures a,d arrit.•ul.t-Greal Soulllern Rfm/t, Jaily. 

Mail is tultave. Mclil is to arrive at I Mile.•. ; Rrmark~. 

wa~hin:to::.::;.~:a :,:~~~ =-----~ ~==-k.--- b~ ~~:-------- ~~---=-: Stta~boar. ~--- -----

Aifula <Jreelf, Virgi11i1, 111 9t a. m. Htcllmon,J, by :It p. m.• • 
1 

75 Railroad. 
ltachmond, at 4 p.m. Petrr~burr, by ti p. 111.• • 1 ~.Jt Railroad. 
Pct~r,burl{, at tit p.m. \Vtldon, b1· 6 a. m,• ntxl t.l11y • 1 Ii-I Railroad. 
W~ltlon, ~.C., at I a. m. • Charle•tvn, t_iy ~·a. m.,• next tlay -~ :130 Steombont and railrva.l. 
C/11trlt•tun, S. C., at 9 a. m, Augu,ta, by :, p. 111. • 139 Railroad. 
An~tu•ta,Ueorl!ia, at '7t p.m. Matlisun, hy a a.m., next day • lOti Railroad. 
Madi~on, at 6t a. rn, Columbus, 1>,1' t>t a. m., ntxl day • I HI Four-hor~e coocht•. 
Columbu~, Ill it a.m. • Monlgomrry, hy 11 p.m. • • HR Four-hurst- coache•. 
Muntcomery, Alaham3, at 11 p. m. Mobile, by l p. m., ~~con1l dav ~lltrl' 1!13 ·. Four-hor~e coachP•. 
Mobile, at 1 p.m. • New Orlenn•, La., hy 2 p. m., nut day · • IM :Steamboat. 

~ew Orltan•, 
Mobile, 
Montgomerr, 
Gvlumbts•, 
Madl•un, 
AU1ft1•tn, 
Charle~lun, 
Wrllil'll, 
l'tter>burg, 
Rlchmontl, 
Aqnla Crtek, 

tlr.Tl'H~ THIP, 
at II a. ru. 
111 I p.m. 
nc I a.m. 
nt r, p.m. 
nt ll p.m. 
nl !; a.m. 
111 :Jt p.m. 
al lit p. rn. 
II 3f 11. m. 
nt li 11. rn. 
lit 1·.1 m. 

• Mobilt, 
Montgomer~·, 
Columbn~, 
Madt~~tlll, 
Au1u~ta, 
Charle~ton, 
Wrlr.lun, 
Prtrr~burl(, 

· Rtchrnon!l, 
-~

1 

A•pllll ('rrelr, 
• W.&&hUIIIUII, 

----- ---· 
j tlay• ~'\ hour•. 1,:1'7~<• i 

------ ---' 
I 

bv I~ m., next •lor. / 
by I n. m,,,t'CIIDtlllal'llfterl 
by ·!! p na. . • I 
by ,, I'· m., nrxl d~v • J 

loy :!• ll. 111., u~xt day -~ 
toy a p. '"· 
by !II Jl. Ill, DI'XI tlar.• 
by 36 p. m., nexr tid)' • 
by C.f a. m.• 
hv 1 .. a. 111.• I hy ·I p. 111.• -----

j day.~ :; hont•. 

'l'ht tebrllulrt marllrd 1h1h (•) ere lhrJ by ordrr; culllract' not yet urcutrd. 

lin the wlnttr, 24 ll(lllf~ rr.vrr timr i• ·r llllowcd ~tween MndiMtn ant! Mo· 
bill', In buth direction•. 
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-~a~~~~ 1:,·1~:~~--- I 
----- - .,,:.~t~'RI;-· ----r-----
CWUaiU~~~DfgltOOdO,' n_ .... l'.· •. , at li a.m. • Cumberland, 

.,.. II ,., at 1(, f'· tu. • • WheellnJ:, 
Wbeeling, Vir~tnua, AI t. :t. 111., r.cxt dn.r Zanesville, 
'Zaneavlll~, Ohi••. ·1 &; • m. • Columbu~, 
ColumbuK, a1 3l i. ru. Springfield, 
Srringftelu, at 101 a.m. Cincinnati, 

Cr ,r,r·ali, 
Sprrujllield, 
Culurubu·, 
z~newillt', 
Wheei:•·l{, 
Cum!H'r.unti, 

Tit. II :tN Til.!', 
at ll a.m. 
at llt a.m. 
nl W' ft. Ill. 
Ill 7 r· m. 
at I>! a.m. 
Ill ~ 11.111. 

• srr[ngliehl, 
. , Columbo~, 
• 

1

1 Z:u,e~villc, 
• Wheeling, 
• · Cumberlantl, 
. 1 w.~hlng•un, 

I 

-------:----..,------- ------·~·-

! Mile~. n.mar···· 
--------;----- --------

l• 9 p.m. 
! · 7 p.m. next day 
I. ·II p.n:. • 
bf · 1 a. m., ne.rt day 
by •i a.m. 
by 1 n. m., DfXI day 

.' ,, 1_v~ 18! hours.1 

by H 3. m., next dal' 
by !'It: .. m. · 
bv bl f'· m. • 
by &I a. m., nut.lay 
I.Jy 5 a. m, next day 
by Ill a. tu. next day 

·~ Llay5 ·; ·l l hour. 

. ' 

:.WI 
133 
jlj 

a& 
a:; 
7ll , ___ _ 

1 579 
I 

~----

:I 

Railroad. 
Fwur-hor~ coache~. 
Four-horse eoachtl', 
lo'uur-bor.•e coaebe~. 
1-'our-h.>rs.• coach~. 
Foor-horM: r:oache•, 

) On accotmt of gre11t bulk and weight of 
11 mall, R ~econd line i11 r•m, und.-r •~· 

: ~ourance tbat it ,,ball arrive at Whefl· 
~ lng in time t'l mRke connexion~. 

I The mail for P1tttobur(t', and beynnd, 
Is al>o hettt uver thi~> route as lar •~ 

I Washingtun, PennMylvania. . --·----·----------------
1 Bctwttn May I at .. ! ';ni'Ctnlll'r I, tlie mail i~ to c1o~o~ the Ohio inuncaliately afler It~ "' ;~ftl and tliblrilmtivn a1 Wherllng, and the whole trip Ia to be pet· 

formf,{ in a day~ nnl\ il hour~. 

CoN'fJ.lAC'l' Ot't'll'.t.:, Not•cmber 4, 1S4:1. 
S. R. HOBBU;, 

f"irst . baillant Pot~tma1ter GcmJral. 
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~o. 2. 

Or•·lcE o•• TH•: An·oMEY GKNER.u, 
Marc~& itl, I ~3. 

SrR: Your let&cr l'f the 18th instant submits to me the following CMe: 
" Adams & Co., of ~ew York aud IJoston, constitute a firm, 8Ugased 

in what has assumed the name of a private express, behvoon New York 
and Uoston, and between those points aw' .lu~r post-town~. 'rhey an
openly and avowedly the carriers of what they ~all Jlll('kn~f's, besides 
bundleR of goods, samples, ntef('handillc, &c., of li~ht froi~ht. 'rhey 
-were seen, on the 15th bt.>c~rnber,lH4~.to tukt~ letters sutficitmt tn amount 
to three dollaa"S, whir.h amount they n .. cch·~d for transporring them tn 1 Hol'l
ton.) Gtmerally, i.laese lf'tters, padmge~, t.\:.(' .• 1 ttrc c:10veyoo in the train 
of cars, and the steamboats whi~h carry the mail, alway:o~ O\'er mail 
roads, or roads parallel thereto. 'l'hese men, and othe~, are in the daily 
habit of doing this to t~uch a degree as to threaten bankruptcy to the 
•lepartment. 

'' 1'hc evidence of this htct was furui11hed the district attorney of New 
Vorl;:, ac('ompanied Ly :\ request that he would institute prosecutions. 
He replies as in paper :Xo. :J. 

••If the filets be ns statotl, your official opinion is n~quired, whether 
these men have not iucurred the penalty imposed by the ar.ts of ()ongress 
uf I t-;25 and l t:l27 r'' 

OpiJtiOil. 

l luwe loo~ce(1 into the nels of 1825 and 1S~7, and, although they are 
r.enaiuly not dra-.vn with all the prer.ision and clplicitness desirable iu 
)'M'rHllegislation, I have no doubt but that the ca:c you have stated ~omcs 
witl!in the spiritand intent of the former, and constitutes an offence which 
it is im;x>ssible that you should sutfor to pass without an effort to punish 
and am·st it. 

1'he uistrict attorney must be instrn~tcd to pror.cccJ, nntlt!r the act of 
I "2;;, ~gainst all the parties concerned in thill ~rstcmati~ fraud upou tho 
rcvemu~ of the country. Should the courts, mu~xpt~r.ti'(Jiy, rule that 
what iH s .. clearly within the meanin~ of the law i~ not dnfinml with the 
ar.l'urar.y ~<eccs!utry in such rntteN, it wJIJ hn ynnr rl•tty to brim~ the malttlr 
unmcdiatl: \' 10 the \'inw of Congm11!1, in order thnt a r.omplclr! r•!mcdy fl,r 
so rryinl,l uu evil hn promptly adopted. But I !Jill of npirrion, on n full 
examiiHlllon of the act of l!-i25, thnt '"' furtlwr le~islation is llflt!clcu iu 
unll'r to punish nncl pnwcnt the clas~ of olfml•""" iu •tuc!sliou. 

It is plai•J. from Nt•rs. H, 15, 1 7' awl nt, that 1\ is the duty of CVPrY owner 
nnrl marragc!r of a parlwt-11hip, ,\:,,~., f'itlwr in,..," foreiu:u or t!oa'lliu~ tr:ule!, 
to dellin:r to ·lw posltuaslf'r of tlw rcspecti•:c· fH•rt~>~ allll'ltc•r.~, IJ~r:,.pt those 
nddrPl'Mctl In ··ollsi•••H~Ps anti hwiJI•rt• ,\ •·· 

It iM tlllli\\\'~'ul, ar;d 1'. lhll\d 11p1111 tfl•i rt'V IIIII', (itr ally 1~11 1 111llflll •·arrinr to 
lw the l!l'nrer •f •>' lotli!Ts, c•x•~t:pl. 'host· 1'1 Ill,; •·•nployt:J ;, Wlll'lfll'r with 
or without Tt!r.OrllpellMJ, but" .· ,., 1 111 tlw lafl••r t'IISt!, By :-Pt', HI, 110 

~tngc, '~c., uo p1ckct-bout, 1 • • '•1•r \'t•ssl'!, wl•••·h rr·gularly pli•·s on u 
Wl\ter lfcclf\TC•' to hell JMiflt rn., I ~f•all CIIIJVI"Y lc!ltf!TM 1 I!XCt!pt Htlf!h 811 rc· 
IRtc l(l Mom•· J~•s·t of lhf! rargn. I-'m tho violnlion of thi11 prnviHion, the 
owner of the curriago or ve .. 11el 111hnll in~ur" penalty of flfry dnllnr11 ; and 
the pereon who ha11 chnrgo of 11uch VCIIMPI nr curringe ml\) bn proll.,r.uw«l, 
under &his 11ecrion, and &ho property in his chnrge levied on and solei in 
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satisfaction of the penalty and costs of suit : " Provided, that it shall be 
lawful for any one to send letters by special messenger." 

'rhis provasion is loosely worded, but it admits of no fair judicial con
struction but this: the otdy case excepted out of the provi~ions of this 
law, is that of a person sending letters by a messenger not generally en
gaged iu such a service. 

A mt-.ttsenger regularly gojng between two points, and taking any let
ters intntsted to him, for a fee, is not a special, but a general messenger, and, 
in every seuse of the word, a common carrier. 'l'o except such a case, 
would be to make the law repugnunt to itself. Suppose the owner or car
rier of n boat to set up such an express, and everybody would see that it 
were a palpable evasion of the law. But if anybody else may do it, why 
should the owner or master alone he prohibited 1 

As to the vessel, &.r., it can make no ditlerence whether she carry the 
mail or not. The act is, in this respect, as compreheusi,•e as possible
except that, if rhe master or owner of a steamboat which carried the mail 
for au adequate compensation from Government. 8hould take ~rt in, or 
~on.nive at such a fraud upon the post.otfice, he would be doubly guilty~ 
m law and moral~. 

As to the comnwl"Cinl partnership cng"~cd in this l'iolatiou of the law, I 
confess I was in dined to ag~ with Mr. Hoffman, until the ~4th section of 
the act of 1 b20 was brought to my view. 'l'he words of that section ap
pear to mo uirer.tly to embrar.e their case. 

\Vith regard to the principles of iutcrprctation applicable to l:nvs iutcru]Pd 
to protect the re\·enue against fraud, I ought, perhaps, to add, that they ai'P. 
not subjected to the narrow rules formerly applied in the construction of 
penulstatutes. lu England, the \'ery opposite principle is adopted,(. Ed1r. 
289, tlu~ Adam.) In our courts, such aers receive the same construction 
that would be tmt upon any other remedial legislation-that is, a tair, sen
sible, practical mterprctation, without rr.ierence to any mcrelr technical 
rule in fa,·or of the accused. 

'rhe question is : Is it uot plainlr unlawful to set up a prh·ate post, for 
hire, on a post-road, deft·audiug the post office of its dues, and ma!\;ug it 
a mere burden on the honest classes of the community, to the advant:\ge 
of interlopers aud their customers ? . 

It is manifest either tl';at the post·oflice monopoly ought to be abolished 
for all, or the laws that protect it from invasion be indiscriminately en· 
forced against all. 

I have the houor to be, sir, rour obedient servant, 
H. S. LEGAI\M. 

lion. C. A. \VrcKJ-n••·t, 
Polltmaster Ueuwal. 

1\o. 3. 

r. ~. ATToRNKY'l4 OFJo"lcF., 
Net" Yorl..·, .November lS, 1843. 

81R: I htwc the honor to cnclo&r you a report of the case of the United 
States t:a. Adnrns & Co. 'l'he trial lasted two days. 

Through the activity and attention of General Eaton, we were able to 
present the fuctl!t to the jury much more stron~ly than I anticipated ; for 
almo1t all our proof hod to be ev iscfruted from reluctant witnesses. 
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Upon the facts I think we would have obtained a verdict; for the jury, 
in their written verdict, say that they ind for the defendants, " because 
they believe that there is 110 law to convict them." 

1'he consiructiou given to the law by the court forbids any hope of 
future succegs, under it, against the defendants, either as principala, for 
conveying letters by their agents, or as aiding and P.roeuring the boat to 
do so, unless done with the knowledge and consent oi the owners of sueh 
boat. 

I have formally excepted to the decision of the court~ so that I anay 
have the right to prepare a bill of exceptions, and bring a writ of error, if 
you shall think it ad,·isable so to do. 

Judge Tlu1mpson is too UU\Yell to hold the next circuit, which com
mences on the last Monday of this month; :md it will, therefore, be held 
by Judge Betts. The bill of exceptions could not, therefore, be argued 
before the spring circuit, which commences on the first Monday of April, 
184t. 

The judge's charge, as set forth in my report, i!l, I be!idve, substantially 
correct ; omitting, of course, much that he said by way of illustration. 

I also enflose two rep>rts of the "Journal of Commerce" and the u ~x
press. '' These reports, although iunccurate in many particulars, way 
serve to show the general view taken by the court of the law. 

1 am, very respectfully, your obedit>nt servant, 
0. HOI-,1-,l\IA~. 

l.'. ~·. Attor,ey. 
Hon. CnARLE~ A. \VICKLJFFE, 

' Postmaster l.ie,leral, ~·c. 

In order to pre,·cnt any mistake, I requested the judge to write out the 
substance of his charge for me. 1'he charge in my repon i~ the one thus 
furnished by him. The clause respecting the liability of the defendants 
for the unauthorized nets of their agent, (which I have marked with 
brackets,) I found omitted {through inadvertence, probably) in the copy 
furnished by the judge. I have, therefore, inserted the substance of what 
he said from my notes. 

Verr respectfully, yours, &c .. • 
0. HOFFMAN. 

t•s. (Jnited ~~alea Diatrict Court. 
The l7nited States l 

Ah·in Adams and William B. Dinsmore. 
This was an action of debt brought against the defendants to recover a 

penalty of $50 fi,r a violation of the acts of 1825 and 1 f1~7, relative to the 
Post Office Department. 

'rhe declaration contained six counts-charging the defendnnts with 
procuring, advising, and assiflting the steamboat "1\ew Huveu" to carry 
letters contrary to thn 1 Hth and 24th sections of the act nf 18~5. In one 
of the counts these ~cctions were recitec.l, and the facts stated whid1 
brought the case within them. There was also a count on the third st-c
tion of the ar.t of J S~i, for setting up a horse und foot po11t. 'l'he def(>ud
ants pleadel' the gcueral issue. 'l'hc cnuse waif trit>d on the 16th auc.l I fith 

l'lays of No,·ember, 184!!. 
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On the part of the United States : 
James Gay wu called 11 a witness, and testified that he \Vas an agent 

of the Government in carrying the mail ; that, in December last, he saw 
8tnena, an agent of the deitnilanta, receive on board the steamboat "New 
Haven" several letters, just befOre she left the wharf in New York ; that 
said Stevens receive,l several bills, one of which was a two-dollar bill, 
with the letters, as compensation for taking them ~ that one of the letters 
was directed "I .ondon," and was apparently sealed; that the witness told 
Stevens he had no right to take letters; that the said Stevens went on 
with the crate of Adam!' & Co. to Boston, had the keys thereof, and ex
ercised control over them ; and that this was done on the day prior to the 
departure of the Cunard steamer from Boston. 

The district attorney then called J. Howanl, Henry C. Norton, Seth 
Lowe, Asa S. Crosby, and Jed Prye, as witnesses; the substance of whose 
testimony was, that Frye had received letters enclosed in packa~ by 
.\dams & Co.'s expresl!t; that some of them bad received letters uot en-

. closed in a package, and had paid for tntch letter to the boy, or agtmt, who 
brought it; that such letters had an endorsement on them, "by Adams 
& Co.'s express." On being ~ross-examined, those witnesses who had 
receivPd such letters, stated that thev could not say that the letters were 
acltl.aUy brout:ht by Adams & Co.'s ·express line, as they were not pcr
S(mally acquainted either with them or their agents, nor did they kno\v 
that the person who so brough :he letters to their office \Vas in their 
employ. And two of them further testified that they had applied to 
Adams & Co. to take letters, and had been refused. 

The defendants then calleci George B. Fisher, who testified that he 
was in the employ of the. defendants, as the conductor of their express; 
that Stevens, who had received the letters mentioned by the witnesses 
for the plaintift"s, acted as conductor for one day only, ou account of wit
ness's illness; that he was the book-keeper for Adams &. Co.; that the 
conductors were instructea by Adams & Co. uot to take letters; and that, 
at the office, they refused to receive letters to be carried by their express. 

On being cross·examined, the witness testified that be had examined 
the books of Adams & Co., and that no entry was made therein of the 
money received by Ste\·ens for taking the letters~ and thnt if he had ac
conntcd with the defendants for the money so received, an entry would 
hnve been made in their hooks; the small packnges were put in a valise, 
which was generally filled; witness, when acting as such conductor, has 
carried money contained in a scaled envelope, and delh-ercd it to the 
person to whom it was directed, and beeu told by the pcrsou who received 
;t, (aftpr he had read the writing,) that it was all right, nnd hnd taken a 
receipt therefor; that he recollects rnrrying liJlllllS as srnnll ns ten dollars, 
and receiving a receipt therefor; thnt Adams,\:. Co. charged n conunisflion 
on money sent, nr.cording to the nmonut. 

It wnl' also proVt!d by VornelinR Vnndcrhilt, the 0\VIJ('r, nuc1 J. 1\. nus
tan, the captain, of tlw Rtenmboat Ne,v Vorl<, tha~ they carried the crates 
of Adnm" &, Co. by eontrart~ that the)' wen~ U<"l!llililltf•d with the agents 
of Adam" & Co., nncl hnd never sceu any uf thmu carry letters, uor seen 
letters deli\'f!rcd to them; and that they had no knowledge thut Adnms & 
Oo. made n business of conveying hmerR, or that they carried lettms. 

1,he defendants then otfered tP.stimony to show the great pnhlic benefit 
received by these expresses, ~~c. 
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To rebut this testimony, it waa proved by General Eaton, Col. Gra
ham, the postmaster in New York, Mr. Green, the postmaster of Boaaon, 
and other witnesses connected wilh the post office, rj1at theae express 
lines had materially affected the revenue of the Post Office Department. 

'fhe t88timouy having dosed, 
The counsel for the defendants contended-
lsL 'fhat the plaiutUfli must prove that the letters delh·ercd to tl&e 

age11t were actually con\·cyed through &o their place of destination. 
2d. 'fhat if Ad~tms & Co. had given directions to their agents not to 

receive or con,·er letters, they were not liable fclr the illegal arts of ~uch 
age!:ts, unless sucb acbi were specifically and actually proved to han~ 
been done with their knowledge or consent; and 

3d. 'l'hat, upon the proof~ the case did hOt fall within the pro,·i~ious of 
the act; that, iu order to sustain this penalty against the defendants, it 
must be shown that the steamboat was openly engaged in cou\·eyiug 
Jetters with the knowledge ~ud couscut of the captain or owners, so ~ 
to lll'lkc the captain or owners Hahle ; and, lhtH, that the defendants pro
cured, aided, or assistcu the captain or owners so to do, and co-operated 
with the owner or captain for such purpose. 

Upon the part of the tiovenuneut, it was r..outduded-
lst. That it was not necc~sary to prove that the letters were actually 

carried through; that if they were delh·erod and recei\·ed for that pur
pose, the law would imply that the conductor who so rcct:i\·ed them per
formed the duty he had undertaken. 

2d. That it was proved thnt these packages almost always contamed 
letters; that tbe defeudauts charged a commi~siou upon mouey sent, ac
cording to its amouJJl; that they were, therefore, aware that wouey was 
sent; that it had been proved by their own witness, (Fisher,) that money 
had b~n sent by him in as small an amount as ten dollars; thnt such 
money was enclosed in a paper, o~·lettcr, giving information to the person 
to whom it was directed and dclivl~Jed, of the am~mm e11rlosed; that thi~ 
was a letter within the meaning of !he law; that the ~rrying these pack
ages containing letters, and letters contaiuing mouey, was so common 
aud notorious, that the jury would belie\·e that the acts of their ageuts 
were done with their knowledge and con~ent; and, if so, that they were 
then liable, notwithstaudiug the directions to their ageuts, which may or 
mav not have been sincere. 

3d. The district attorney contended t';nt the 19th ~ection of the net of 
182iJ dec lured that uo si~,!!C or vc!;bel should convey leuers on any post
road, or uuy waters declared to be a po~t-road, &.c. ; tluu the oJJeuce t)rt>· 
hibited wu the VC'SBel's co11veyi"g letttN; tbut if the ommce were commit
ted by the vessel or sla~e, there were two clns.'-cs of per:;ouo» lahLlc to 
a pcnulty for such offence, VIZ: the owner itlld cnptuin of such vtsscl, or, 
Under th~ ~·hh section, the rersons who procured, ndvtsed, Of OISI!fh~d IU 
the perpetration by the vcsse of the oct forbirJd,m; that the proVJbion in 
the 24th section, ~hnt the procurers or aidt:rs shnll be liable to the ~ame 
pennltie'J ns the persons nrc subject to who 1\Ctnally perpetrated the 1\Ct, 
was a mere refere11cc to HJch liability, as n stnttdnrd of pnnishmt'nt, nnd 
did uot imply thnt the owucr or captain rnust b~ liable l~fore tho- Rider or 
pro'!urer conld be made liabl~ to th~ peunlty; &hat if the vessel CI)IIVt!fed 
letters, although without tho kuowledgc or consent of the captuin or owa~r, l euch v .... ltllrpelrale!J the act forbiddm bytl•e lu1r, und 1hu1 all who pro· 
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cured her to perpetrate this act, or aided or uailted her in doing so, were 
liable to the penalty; tbat it hftd been prond that the "New Haven" did 
c:onvcy letters on a poat·route, and ~ate tAe act forbidden by law, and 
that Adams & Co. did procure, aid, and ueist her in so doing. 

It was aleo submitted by the district attorney, whether the running their 
expresses, ns n general business, wu not selling up a "horse or foot post," 
within the spirit oi the 3d aection of the act of 1827, as the declaration 
contained counts also under ,his section. 

The court then delivered the following charge: 

Charge. to tl1e jury, cb:livered by JuJqe Betta, i11 tl1c case of the U11iltd 
&alta V$. Atlams l}- Co. 

'rhis cnse presents one of those questions which courts of justir.e are 
ftequently required to solve,-whcther a stnte of facts, or condition of 
things, not known at the pnssn~ of a penal law, is to be goYerned by 
the provisions of such law. 

The :tcls relied npon to sustain the prosecution were pnssed in 1825 and 
1827, and lhe defendants en~~aed in the bnsiness complnined of about two 
yeurs since. A similur brunch of business had been publicly carried on by 
the pnrties: nbout six years before. 

Some su~gestions were made ns to the sufficiency of the pleadings, in 
charging the defendants to be accessories to the offence, under the 24th 
section of the net of 1825, and in not nverring directly that they violated 
the statutes as prinr.ipal offenders: l:ut it is unnecessnry to notice this in
timation, ns 1 regard the pleadings to be as brond as the statutes, und you 
will dispose oi the ense on the assumption that the Government hns snffi
eiently charg~d against the defendants erJery act that can amount to a vio
lation of the post.office Jaws, in the transmission of letters. 

On the part of the United States, it is averred that the defendants have 
violated the post.otfice luws by being concerned in carrying letters, in three 
wnys. 6 

1st. Enclosed in pncka~cs of merchandise or other articles. 
2d. By carrying parcels of money, addressed from one place to an

other, and which uecf'ssnrily imports thnt the pnrcels were nccompnnied 
hy )etterS of advice, 'l,hesc letters nre the Sl\ffiC testified tO by their agPnt, 
l',isher. 

3<.1. By cnrrying n bnndle of letters from Ne\V York to Boston, by their 
nzent, Stevens, '"ho received pny therP.for. 

It is conteudcd on tho pnrt of tlto defcmlnnt~, that these chnrgcs have 
not hecn provPd, bt>cnnso the Gcwerumcnt hns not identified the pnpers 
cnrrit•d by thdr ngcnt, Stev~:n~, or enclosed in pac~\ngc~, to be letter~; or 
shown thnt Stevcng, if lw received lcttcr1-1, carried them- over a post-rautc. 

Anv written commuuirntion, whether sealed or folded, tran.-;mittPd from 
0110 pt·rsnn to another, is to ho re~urdcd ns n lettt·r within thn post·oflica 
Jnw~, aud ~nhject to posta~!~; n11d f(,r tht3 purposu of applying the lnw to 
tho ca~e, l t\hnJI rr~nrd it us proved that mnilnltln runtters hnvu hetm trnns· 
rorted thronzh the dcfendnnts' PXprcs~, lllld by their ll~Oil(fl 1 ill tho mnnner 
dairrkd hy the GovNnlll"'lt; hut tlmt, when t~!lclosc,l nmf carried in pack· 
ng-cs, tiH·y wero !•laced th l,t; .vi!lwilt the assent or knowledge o{ the de. 
fl•IJdnntf'. 

j'l'ho judge reviP-wcd nncl commcntc<.lnpon the; tc:;timotl}' npplicnblc to 
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theee several topics, but it is not thought neeeaary tn apread that pan of 
the charge ove. this repon.) • 

laL Does ti1e prohibition «'f the stl\tutes apply to carryinJ letten en
cloaed in the packlf[eS, boxea, or pare•''! conveyed by :"P. d('fend~n!! ; th~ 
not knowing that the packa~s contain lecter.r, and not receiving them tu be 
conveyed as letten 1 

These packages nre transportetl oYer the water route, on hoard thr. "~ew 
Haven" steamboat, in crates owned by the defendants, nnd plnccd on boanl 
for that purpose, and, in the same crates, o\·.-r the railroad~, after they leave 
the boat:. and those cratts may \V('ll he regarded as rt·Ai,•ltt~, within the 
description of the 19th section, if n~ed by the defendants tn r.onnoy letters 
as such, i11 tlae marmtr and wit/& Ute limitatio11~ laid down by me D!oi ap
plicAble to vesseu. 

1'here is ~omc dHficulty in conner.ting the pmvi~inu!' of the 2.tth ~ec
tiou with the prohibitions of the 19th, so as to brin~ the tl•~feuclants with
in them, if thus carrying theM~ packnges by the l•oat or railroads was a 
violntiou of the law ; because the pror.urit't!, advi.<ti11.~, or O!$isting, if any 
is proved. has no direct relation to the bunt or l1~!r owneN., but to arrangr-
rut~nts between the defcudants and those forwarding or receiving pack
ages. 

But, admittiug that the defend:mts were liahlc to the same extent as the 
owncrl': nf the boat: I am of opinion that the trausaction is not a violation 
of the act, tmles!'\ the testimony show~ something more thnn the carrying 
of letters couce:lled in packages, or ntxmt the persons of the defendants' 
ageuts. 

'J'hc obvious import of the language limits it to acts of direct and intt"U· 
tiona! carrying ofletters ns su~h. 1'he notorious practice of packet· boats, 
or other vessels, keeping lctter.boxes, or receiviug letters otherwise, to 
·carry from port to port, and like arrnngP.&I1ents in sta~es, and other vehi
cles, on or parallel with post· roads. were the mis~hicf~ tPJdoubtedly in 
view of Congress, hecnn~e the tenus of the net naturally apply to such a 
state of things, or method of transportntion, and Arc unusual and inapt to 
descrihe or ft•rbid letters being carried when conccnlcd in trunks, boxes, 
or p:wkages . 

.[\or couid su~h hmgung-e bf'. with propri~'ty. undt"!rstood as applying to 
the case of letters carri,.:-d by uuli\·idu:lls ou hoard the boat, or Yehirle, 
ahout their }"l(~rt~ons. 

If Coll~.m·~s has the power to prohibit indivithwls cnrryi11~ kttPr~ on 
post r•)ll!f•s. on their perl'ou ... , or iu their trnuks, or nthcr paeka~tts, it 
ha!-: uot ill tiH·~~ srattJt(•s nttcu1pted to t•xNcisc sudJ prHvcr; and ~"'fltJrtM 
of law r:umut, iu e.l\erntill!; tllPse art", extt·tul tiH•Ill h•!yond tllf'ir plain 
provisions. . 

'l'lln dPfrntlants am unt ~~lf·tl f;,r t·arr~·in~-. lettt·rs hy th,.rnsdvns, nr 
ngr?llt~, nhonr th•~ir p•!rsous. or lirr eudosill!! err rowe•aliug lhf!JIJ ill park
a~~~~, and thJls ~nrryin£.(" ti,••:JJ. ~or. as bclirrr! stall:d . ..-nuld thl!)" "" ~ r·~ 
them is uotllin~ iu tiJtl :-.tat~!t'' uutltnriz:uu !'tWit illl il 1 !tint;~. But tllf•SP 

methods of trilll'P'•rlt~tion h:i\e lu•t•JJ gJVnll i11 ,.,·id"II''C!. ill !>11pport rrf thf~ 
r.hnr~t· th:1t t!t''/, in th:t~ wny. prnr·m,d, :uh·i!'t~tl. or a!o!•i .... tt•d the! str·nwhoat, 
nr otlwr vd1it~l 1 1, in e":n·r!yin~: lell•·rs. · 

!'I' I Ill r.r1nrL litrtlt•·J' ··har~t~rl till' .inry. thnt if til<~ n~r:11t~ ( l·'i~:hf·l' aud Stt•· 
V(~tJs) cnrric<.l lr~ttcr~j ':ontrnry to the dir~··tioJJ" of th•! d•!timd:•rJt~, the d1~· 
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fendants arc not liable, inasmuch as the agents acted beyond the scone of 
their authority.] . ~ 

There is no proof showing that the defendants have been any way con
cerned iu setting up a foot or horse post 1i.n tho conveyance of letters. 
This branch of the charge is accordingly unsupported. To constitute 
this offence, it must be made to appear that such post was set up to cou
,·ey leHers as a business, and the takiug of letters by individuals on foot, 
or on horseback, iu their casual passages O\'er mail-rf'' · , is no violation 
of the act of 18~7. / ·uJ, in thi!:\ case, no mtidence is produced that the 
defeudauts carried 'etters themsc·h:es, or by their agents, on foot or on 
horseback, at all. 

The jury must ac«>ol'uingly ac.Juit the dctendants, uuless they find, upon 
the testimony, that the steamboat, or other vehicle, com·eycd letters within 
tl~ meaning of the law, as expounded by the court, and that the detcnd.
ants procured or advised the illegal act to be done. 

No.4. 

PosT OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 
~,eptemher 1, 1843. 

81R: The many complaints, and numerous official reports, made by the 
agents of the department and postmastc.rs, of the continued violation of 
the post office Ia ws, by persons carrying, for pay, letters, newspapers, and 
mail matter over and upon mail-rouds, and often in the vehicle employed 
by the department to transport the mail, and .the reduction iu the revenue, 
owing, in no small degree, to the existence aud increase of this abuse, 
have suggested the propriety of addressing you this letter. It is hoped, 
when your attention is called to the law, and the nature of your obligation 
to the department, that you will exercise the power you have, not ouly to 
protect the departuwnt against the inroads upon its rights, but to jZh'e a 
vigilant attention to the fuUilmeut of your engagements as a coutractor for 
carrying the mail. 

The power to ·establish a post office, and to carry a mail, is granted by 
the constitution to the Cougrcss of the United States. This grant of 
power is full, aud, r.ou!>cqneutly, exclusive. ~o State can establish a post 
office, or ruu a mail liue; neither can any citizen do so. 

Congress, by the act of l~:l5, section 19, hns expressly declared H thnt 
no stage, or other \'Chicle, wllich regularly performs trips on a post-road, 
or on a road parallel to it, shall convey letters; nor shall any packet-boat, 
or other vessel, whic.h regularly plies on a water dcclurcd to be a po~t
road," convey letters, "except such as relate co some part of the cargo. 
}<,or a violation of thi~o~ provi~ion, the owm~r of the ~arriagc, or other ve
hicle, or vessel, shall iucnr the ponaJty of fifty dollars," &c. 

The 3d section of the act of 1A27 declares" that uo person, other than 
the Po!'Jtrnnster Gcueral, or his authorized agents, sltull &<.:t up any foot or 
horfle po!!t, for the com•eyanr.c of letters and pncl.·etR upon any post-road 
which is, o1· mny he, cf'ltnblished as such by law.'' 'rhc person so otfuntl· 
in~ shall, upon conviction, be fined fifty dollars. 

fhe 30th section of the act of 1825 provides that "the Postmaster Gen
eral, in any rontmct he mar euter into for the conveyance of the mail, 
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may authorize the person with whom such contract is to be made to carry 
newspapers, maguines, and pamphlets, other than those conveyed in the 
mail: Provided, That no preference shall be giYen to the publisher of 
one newspaper over that of a~ other in the :Jame place." 

The 24th section of the same act provides that any person "who shall 
procure and advise, or assist in, the doing or perpetration o{ any of the act.r 
or crimes by this 11ct forbidden, shall h\) subject to the same penalties aocl 
punishments as the persons are subject to who shall actually do or perpe
trate any of the said aets or crimes," &<~. 

These are the provisions of law which pertain to the .sul>ject; &om 
which it clearly appears, 1st. That it is unlawful for any pentOn to run a poet, 
no matter that it be called an" express," or "r:.;ency," either by land, by 
horse or foot, in stage or railroad car, or, by w!lter, in a steamboat or other 
vessel for the conveyance of mail-matter. 2d. That it is equally unlaw
ful, whether such person shall run his own v~hicle, steamboat, or railroad 
car, or shall obtain the privilege to run the post or express in the stage, 
car, or steamboat of another; more especially if that other is a maH.con~ 
tractor. rrhe person who is engaged in this husiness-he who aid•, 
assists, or employs such person, (the owner of the vehicle)-are all equally 
guilty of a violation of law. 

It is no part of my business to defend and justify the propriety of the 
acts of Congress made to protect the r~venue of the department. U auch 
task, however, were imposed upon me, as an executive officer, it would 
not be one of difficult performance. 

In vain would the Government hope to derive a revenue for its support 
from an impbst upon foreign merchandise, without law:t to prohibit and 
punish smuggling. The smuggler receives no sympathy wheu he is de
tected, because he is engaged in cheating the Government out of its juet 
due, and defrauding the honest importer. 

It has been the policy uf the Umted States to place the Post Office De
partment upon its own resources-to require it to raise, by postage, the 
means to defray its expenses. To do this, a rate of postage upon letteJ'B. 
and newspapers has been fixed by law, and the Postmaster General i1 re .. 
quired to see this law executed. If violated, like him at the head of tt.e 
customs, he is bound to have prosecuted its violators. In what diJiam 
the turpitude of the act (except in amount) of him who cheats, by Tio
lating the revenue law, the Government out of its just dues, by smug~ling, 
and of him who cheats the same Government out of its postage by a wil
ful violation of the post offire law 1 In the one case, the honest importer 
is defrauded; in the other, he who faithfully fays hizt postage and obeys 
the law is injured, the department deprived o its revenue, and unable to 
extend its useful operations with the srowing wants of the community. 

In aid of these general remarks, and besides calling to your uotice the 
laws above referred to, 1 beg leave to refer you to the stipulations nf your 
bond to this department, by which it will be seen that you have covenanted 
QOt to transp>rt any person or persons engaged in carryiug mail-rnatter 
out of &he mail. 

When complaints have been made to soJilc contractor» of a violation of 
law in the above pardcular1, but little heed has beert given; and Lhe an· 
swer mottt generally returned, is, that they do not lma0 of auch vio'-'iop . 
.A litlle attention aod wholuome instruction to your agents would euabl~ 
you to detect these violator•. 

46 
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That these agents or e~presses carry matter daily, which, bv law, 
should go in the mail, I presume there can exist no doubt. Undei what 
tenns they pan and repass over your road, is unknown to me. You have 
a right to inquire. May I not hope for your united eft'ort to protect the 
revenue ofthe departmeut? 

A practice has grown up of sending newspapers in the cars and steam
boats employed to transport the mnil. This 1s a right claimed by some 
editors: others haveaddresst.'d letters to their sub!cribers, and invited them 
to receive their papers in this way, in frcference to the mail. This is a 
subject which has gi v<...l rise to :10 sm11l portion of abusive denunciation 
of the head of this department. 

This right is claimed for the cheap or penny papers, as they are called. 
The laws of Congress have made no distinction betwef't• newspapers. 
The postage is imposed upon all newspapers, without regard to their size 
or price, and all alike must share the same fate in the mail. 

It is true the act of 1825 bas authorized the Postmaster General, in ma
king contracts for tlte transportation of the mail, to authorize the contrac
£or, under certain conditions, to carry newspapers out of the mail. With
out such privilege, no such right exists; aud the contractor who carries 
them violates his contract with the dt!partmcnt. 

This privilege, when granted, should constitute an ingredient in the 
contract. 

That such a privilege, upon many of the railroad and steamboat routes, 
and indeed upon other routes, would be advantageous alike to the pub
lisher and the public, is conceded; but it must be granted upon applica
tion, and on specific terms. If, therefore, any publisher wishes to convey 
newspapers over your line, out of the mail, he should make application to 
you, state the name and number of papers, daily or otherwise ; and, upon 
your report and application to this department, the terms upon whic!h it 
can be done will be made known; which terms will be equally applicable 
to aU papers. 

You are requested to report to this department, when known to you or 
your agent, monthly, the name and number of newspapers which are daily 
transported over your line, by your agents, out of the mail, and between 
what places. 

I am, respectfully, yours, 
C. A. WlCKLU.,FE, 

POitmaster General. 

No.5. 

ATTORNEY GP!NRRAL's OFJProz, 
November 13, 1843. 

Sut: 1 have earefully examined and considered the circular iRsued by 
the Postmaster General, under date of the 1st of September, 1843, ad
dressed to the contractors for tht' transportation of the mail, and the acts 
of Congress to which reference is therem made; and am of opiniou, upon 
the question submitted to me : 

FV11. That, under the laws of the fTnited States, it is not competent for 
any ttage, or other vehicle, whicl1 regularly performs trips on a post-road, or 
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on a road parallel to such post-road, to convtt~· letters; nor c.Jes such au
thority exist to warrant such couveyauce to be made by any packet-boat, 
or other vessel which regularly plies on a water declared to be a post-road, 
with the exception of letters that relate to the cargo, or some part thereof, 
transported by such packet-boat or other vessel. 

~·ecoud. That it is uot competent to any person or persons, other than 
the Postmaster General, or his authorized agents, to set up any ti.tot or 
horse post, for the conveyance of any letters or packets, upon any post
road established by law. 

1'l,ird. That the term " packets;' used in the act:s of Cougress, and iu 
the last foregoing proposition, iucludt•s Jlttc .. ~papl!r:~ : for the con veyauet! 
of whirt-.; ,. ·Jf('_,, no foot or hor:;e post can be legallr employed, t>xcept 
by the Postmaster General and his agents, upon auy post-road estalJhshed 
by law; and, 

Fourtlt. rrlmt contractors employed in the transportation of the mail 
have no authority tn carr}- any newspapers, magazines, and pamphlets, 
other thau iu the mail, except by the authority of the Postmaster General, 
and in pursuance of a contract made for that purpose. 

1'ft,•ji,.!<.t propu~itiou I have :,tatcd sub~tantially iu the terms of the 1 ~hh 
sectimt of the aet of the :Jd .,larch, IS~.;, tmtitlet.l '"Au art to reduce illlo 
one the several acts esrablishing aud regulauug the Post Office De
partment." 

1'he .... ecoud is sustained by the clear and unequivocal language of the 
3d section of the act of the ~ of .llarch. l~i7, entitled ·'An act amenda
tory of the ac~ regulating the Post OHice llr.partmeut.~' 

'l'lte tltird affirms that the tt>rm "paekt•ts;' used in the ar.t last reterred 
to, includes newspapers; and this will he rt•udered apparent, apart from 
the meaning of the term, by a collation of the provisious of the a(.~t of 
1H~7, with those of pre-existing la\\'s upou the same subject, lJut which 
are not now in force. 

'rlae 14th se~tiou of the act of the ~Oth l<,ebruary, l ilJ~. enacts, 41 That 
if any person, other than the Po~tmastrr Ucueral, or his deputies, or 
personr. by them employed, shall take up, reeeive, order, despatch, eou
vey, carry, or deli vcr, any letter or letters, lJUcl.·l'l nr pt~cketN, utlttr tlum 
ne1N1pnpe.rs, for hire or reward. or shttll be «'oncerued in l'etting up any 
foot or horse post, wagon, or other carriage, lJy or in which auy letter 
or pacJ\et .shall be carried for hire, on any e~tahlished po~t-road, or any 
pacl,;l't ur other vessel, or boat, or any eonveyanee whatever, wlwreby 
the reveuue of the General PPst Otlice may be iujured, nny perso11 so 
o{fC'ndiug shall fc,rfeit, fi>r every such oJfcuee, the sum of two hundred 
dollars." 

ThP- l'rtlltf' prnvisiou, suhstantiallr, is fiuuul iu the t.lth "cr.tinu of the 
act nf tlw ~th of May, litH, whit- II prohahitPtl the t"stablislmwnt upon 
privat1~ authority nf "auy {itot or hor.m post, sta&(~. wal(nu, or othllr stagf'· 
r.arria~e, 011 auy ''l-ltnhlishcd po:o:t-rotul,nr nuy parkt•t-boat or othl'r vesl'lcl 
tn ply rt·~ularly ~~twt•t•n one pla('ll Ullll ntwther, hc>twf'fm whit'la H ff'g'U· 
Jar t•orrmHIIlkatinu l>r water flhoul•l be estublislu-ld hy tlttl l'uih·cl Stalt•a, 
aud the 1~011\'eVUIII~U thf!fchy of UIJ)" /t:l(t•r or Jltlt'ki!l, 11//t1·r //tflfl /lf'/I','(Jifl· 

]H·r.'l, ttt:l~a~itws, or p:unphlt~ts," &c~. · 
'l'lw ac.t of tho ~d of ~l:ll'dt, 17~1\1, t•outaius tlte ~aiUe pruhibitinu rt•· 

~~rw,~t,~d by its I ~th Sf~l'liou, iu al111n:-.t tlw !-.lllllf' term~. mul eX~"t'JIItll~ from 
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the operation of the prohibitory clause as to letters or packets, " nttDip~.o. 
"per11, magazines, or pamphlets." 

So also by the 16th section of the art of 30th April, 1810, the like pro
hibition is imposed upon the establishment of private foot or horse posts, 
&c., for the conveyance, upon the routes designated, of letters or pack
ets," other than n~>'"'·'l"'l'er.v, magazines, or pamphlets." 

As the law stood, theretclre, wh~n the act of the 3d of March, 1825, 
was passed, it is quite clear that, whilst "no private foot or horse post, 
stage, Wa,!on, or other stage-curringe, or sleigh, on any established post
road, or from one post-town to auother post town, or on any road nd
jacent or parallel to an estahlished post-road, or any packet- boat, or 
other vessel to ply regularly from one place to another, between which 
a rt'gular communication should have heen established by the United 
States," for the conveyance nf /,..ttn·,·, could have been set up; " ueu~s
papers, magazine~, or pamphlets" might, in virtue of the exc.eption in 
the laws referred to, have been so conveyed ; and as the act of I H25 made 
no provision whatever upon the subject of private posts, and repealed nll 
pre.existing laws " for the f'Stablishment aud regulation of the General 
Post Office," the right to establish such private posts then existed, without 
restriction. 

The act of 1827, however, revived the prohibition to which I have re
ferred, witlwut the exception of "uetrspaper ... ·, magazines, or pamphlets," 
contained in previous laws; extending its restrictive operation to all " foot 
or horse posts, for the con\•eyance of letters or packet~, (all packets,) 
upon any post-road which i~ or may he established by law." 'l'he 19th 
section of the act of IH25 had inhibited the conveyance of letters by 
stAges or other vehicles, or by packets or other vessels, under prit.':lte 
authority; and the additional enactment of 1827 extends the inhibition to 
foot and horse posts upon post-roads, and embrar-es within its interdict 
the conveyance of letters and packets, omitting the exception of" news
paper.,, mngnziuett, or 1'amphltt.~." 

1'he frmrth 71rnpositinn referR to the restrictions imposed on contractors 
who are forbidden to carry n"u'spnper.tt, magazines, or pamphlets, other than 
in the mail, except by the authority of the Postmaster General, and in 
pursuance of contracts made for that pnrpose. 'l'his is specially provi
ded hy the :~Oth Rcction of th~ act of 18~5, which, in this respect, is but 
a transcript of the 22rl sectiou of ttte act of l7~J2, the 2~d section of the 
net of 17~t4, and the 27th ~e<~tion of the act of 1810. 

'rlw restraints and prohibitions to which I have referred nrc quAlified, 
howew~r, by the 19th sertiou of the act of l H25, as they werP. hy oil the 
previous laws, by the snlntnry provi~o: "that it sltall be lml'jul for any 
nne tn ·"~''1lrll''"'r~ by ."'ped1tl 'fll"'·~·"enl(er." 

In thus hrir.fly responding to the inquiries propounded hy yon, 1 have 
cautiously nhstaim•d from the exprm~flion of any opinion as to the policy 
of the enn('tments for the n•gulation of the Po~t Utfke llcpnrtmcnt. I 
have sought ouly to m;rertnin what those lnws are, lenvin~ it to the proper 
nnthoriticN to nmcnd them, if hclievrd by th<>m to be defectivn. Uutil 
changed hy thoto~e competent thus to denl with them, I need not say that 
it is the duty of tho Executive to cnfhrr.e nil their pro\'isiotJR. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your nhrdtcut ~ernmt. 
JOHN .l'ELSUN. 

To the PRElUDEN1', 
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No.6. 

A compart1tit111 statement of IM number of letter• (inclrtdirrg frtJrtlu, 
durit1g the e:~:ialn•ce of the franking privilege) fklivered in tlte United 
Kittgdom, it~ one tDeek oj each. calemlar mo1dll, begit~ning VJith. NOflt!fll
ber, 1E39, a11d e11dirtg with. tlte p1·eaent time. 

Weekli coding 

u~:l9. 

~~ November 
2~ December 

lfi40. 

Jan nan• 
:.!:l Fl'brua'r\' 
:!~ March · 
~·; April• 
:.:-1 Mav 
21 Jtrn'e 
l!t July 
:.!3 An!!n't 
':!0 Sl·p·emher 
:.!a October 
:!-J Nnv•·mht:r 
:!0 DPcembt>r 

l/'i4l. 

:?1 Janwm• 
:?1 Ft>hrn:iryt 
~I i\lan·h 
:.!!'' April 
.::l May 
:!0 Jnnl' 
:?;> July 
:.!~ AIIII;U<;t 
J!l Srpll'lllhl'r 
~·1 ( lcro!t<'r 
4!1 Nuvr~nlwr 
Ht lJc•:r111hH 

IHI:.!. 

:!:J .lauuary 
~0 l•'t br u11ryt 
·~11 \1nrdt 
~~ i\pnl 

England and Walts. I 
:----i---~--------- Total l Total Total 
1 Country I London. London Total lrela.ntl.

1

Scutland. United 
, uffic~s. in1~nJ, I district :En~laod & K!ngdum. 

fure1gn, post. , Walel'. 
:uu\ "hip. 

____ i ___ ---,----1--- ---·1----
1 

( I 
764,93J,I2'29,2!1:?· 258,~47; 1 ,252,9ii li!J,!I;n; 153,065 t,~,9i3 

-' !163,•••
1 

tw,m 340,693; t,a•:t,76G ~~•""'j'!l!l,l<lt ., .... ,..., 
. Not 8l'l'l'r'tained. 1 I 
I l,fi5H,OOti 431,298 406,4711 2,4!J5,iili 349,!J2k~ 35:l,!l33 3,199,637 

I ,liOi' ,4!Hi ·Hii,l'i8i 3~ti,tiH'J, ~.411 ,0(17 3:H ,163. 337 ,:l:WI 3,()69,496 
1,5u5,GII9 410,270 391l,9fl9 2,30fi,AG"' 3:!~,0il !Jl!),!\21, 2,!1r:~-1,Hflli 
1,5R8,1:Ht!li·H9,:J:i31 41~,9<!ti 2,·157,116~ 33M,4n7: 3·1·l/>filtl :~,13M,035 
1 ,ti~, t;!:i! 454 ,371il HI ,HtH ~,54!5,!J4i :H3,ilil: 3r,J,II!I'- 3,~:!1 .~116 
l,lii4,·llll~ 452,HR1 4011,753' :!,5~7,1ill 338,49a: 3ati,S1i 3,~2~ 1!123 
1,i4fi,2:>i

1 
·16l,tiS!I 343,317 ~,551,~3 3J;),~!Jl 3ti!l,431il !J,':?Iiti,5t0 

l,I-Hl ,~1:1: 450,Hilj 340,2!i;! ~,fJ112,311il3f,O,!i!l'i: 3fi•i,·11!1,3,!U!1,1153 
1,H2l,illi 4i~,HU2, 31'1i,S·1"', 2,1iH2,3til 3ti9,~9il' 366,121 3,417,779 
I,Hn5,!J:?5• ·t!J~ 1 ai·l• 3Hi,:!~·! 1 2.tiH5,1)011 3H5,6i2

1 
3"~a,~li;!l !i,4!"1h,ll5 

·! 1,7!;2,57!li4!H,2611405,153i 'll,67S,!l!llil 3SJ,;!Otil 375,0l-1 !1,435,326 

i I I I I 
I I I 

I ,!12!1,1/fifl 51!l,fi2f,i 4fi7,9jlll 2,917,2~i 3f-ll'i,5!i51 :R0,242 3,f,jojJ,fl23 
l!,t:i:i,l!ti r,t7,G21: ;,:r4,14i 3,184,!11i5 41iO,!mH; Ht,HW ·1,11!lfl,lli4 
t,u;,o,r.m 1 &:u ,!wo: ·Hi ,it iii, ~.v:!lt,~·.ti 31'1!1,k7i: ·1tll ,ar,J a,i~l ,4:,;, 
l,H!19,·11"15i 51l,Ofit; ·151,ti01, 2,Fili5,1511 :Jfol!l,!l!'i!l; :J-"~9,M,.. 3,G·U,ifli 
I ,!lO~,I~j MH, 170 4!',2,1-11;4 2,!107 ,'2\!~ 3!11 ,33·l. ·1011,5HI 3,fi9!t, t35 
1,!111,452, 540,(1!1!1j 506,!111, ~,!15H,4(i~ 3!16,371: 41k,30fl :J,i73, 13fi 

·, 2,001,Miij ;,~2.~!*01 437,471j 21!WI,307 3H3,54!!J401,15~ :t,74ri,OOR 
' l,!I!J.i,3051 531,7i:Jj3.-!4,501i; 2,!110,58·1 3ii,l411 4111,2~4 3,1i!J7,!1·t9 

• · 1 ,!J!J!l,3i2· 53~,o;;,, :nk,·lH 2,90!1,li!tl 3RtJ,696I 3!1G,'2:J3 3,6!15,r~ 
• ' 2 ,ou ,33r): 551 I 711 i 101 I ~71; 2 ,!l!l7 ,317 404 ,fiW.f 1117 I IJ,O, 3 ,"'i/1!1 1 1:.!4 
• 2,11-.!!I,!Jj(l, Grii 1'lN1 435,1il,.~ 3 10:!!.1,15!1, ·103 1421' 413,1!·1~ 3,k1fi 112'l -: •.w• ,tl!'J! ost,:•_.,

1
4..,,4r.n~ a,o7&,s7•,4•& ,,;"' /m .~~,;,3,!>a•. 755 

2, u;;,,:t2:1
1

l r.tii,fl:lti, 11-11 ,!lmi 3,211, J•i!i
1 

121,27:1 t:?:J,~J;. 4 ,n;,~j,fi~ 
:.:,!JMr,,fini MH ,!'171' ;,·J~,fi~·l :1 ,1"~!1 ,HI~ 4~o~ti, !Ill:# -1'71, ili:ll 1,·1 ~.4"'f 
~. IIIII, Jili! r,ti0,4!1!11 HM, J!lr, !J, )l)"',)o•O)· lo:J,il 1 1~•1 ,iii"') :4,!1ti4,~1i 

• ! :l,tllil,liilJI !Ji!.I,:H2; 1;,;;,·Ji!ti 3,H!.Iti,2:Juj ·t·.!,.., ;,.;~I ·iii·I,1Uj :J,!J~'9,a13 

Wc1·~ n( tlw \'alcntim·'· 

Ch:Nt::Jur, PoM'r O~o·t'l<'t-:, ft1ay 21, ~8,j2, 
W. L. MABI'!RLY, 8tcrela'1J. 



Doe. N~. 2. 

An account slunmlllf tl&e {!rfJ.tB a1w~ ''et post office revt:nlle, aNtl the cost of 
ma11ager~&ent, for the l/,.ilttl J\iugdom, fur tacl& of the yetJTB cllding 
JanUIIrg 5, 1839, 1840, 1841, am~ 184~; ercluditlff from the accollJ&t, 
V1hetlu:r of :.:rott:l n-verure or cod of tna11ageme11t, any ad1XJ~tce:s tl&at 
mag have beet& made by lite E11gU.vh tu ll&e Irish post oflice, a11d ad· 
vances to the tmmey order '!ffice. 

·------- -··-- ---- -- - - I ,- --- ----

Year Gru.".'i revenue • c ... t of man· : ~el rc\'enue. IPo:-tagc •·har~'J Net rcn•nur, 
ending ~ement.f ' I un Gu'l~rum nt'exdu:-i\'e uf char· 
Jan. ft. 

1 
deparlml'DL'i. geson tl•eG •• veru-

• 

1

utent department:>. 

-----~---'-----·1 
£, s. d. £, s. tl. I £, s. d. I .£ !. d. I £, ·'· d. 

lgJ9 ~,34ti,278 0 9i fil<i6,7t).'! :\ 6i l,GW,rro 17 21! 45,1f»G 0 11' l,f.ll,353 16 31 
HMO: 2,3!J0,7ti3 10 ll! 75ti,!fl)!t 7 4 · l,ti:i3,7tit 2 9tij 44,~77 13 1 l,!.'>."i!.l,4ri6 ~~!it 
1H41 1,34~,liot 5 2 I ~o~r>li,G77 o ;,, 4~,9-.n 4 ~~ 90,7til :1 2! :J!}:J, HiG 1 ti; 
1&12 1,495,510 9 otl9:i~,ltil-l w n !'>:Ji,371 9 5ti 113,2;;:; la wi .ut,ll5 13 il 

• Namely, tht' ~ro-.-; r~··eipts, a.frer d•·thleting tbe returns for" rt>fusctllellers," &c. 
t Including all paymt•nt~ out uf the revenue, in its pn,gtcs, to th ~ t:Xt·hcquer, excep: -.J. 

vances to the lllODt'\' order uftice. 
: 'l'bis year iudutlt's une munth uf the fourpenuy rate. 

G Jo~NJo~tuL PosT OFFICE, J,fa!J 23, 1842. 
C. T. COliR1,, 

Accotmta11l gflteral. 



Doc. No. 2-P. 68, a. A. 

Organization of the Army of the l.Tnited States, 18~. 

• UPnrrnl ~!niT of!ic·rr~< of thf'~r rro:cpPrtivr lfrRrle•, brin~ tnlrrn from the line of thl' army, anrl aceotln!Prl for in thrir ~evprol rP~timent,.,nrfl not inrlucletf in thr n~rllrtii'Rie of R,lil3. 
The low unthorit.r~ rhr O!ppointmt•ut ol' on nnlimi!t•d nnrnlorr of a•"i~rnntccmmll•-arie• of •nh~<l~tl'nre from thl' "uhnlttrn,. of the lint, arcorcling lu thl' nerr .... itie~ of rh~ ~ervi•·c·. 
t 1'/tr•w l11·in2 "" c:hrtfll{t' mnrlr• by I all', ill tiH' ur~:Rnr:t.ation of thr lt\lr Mt•cun!l rl'~tirnrnt of dru~:uun~, when "convertl'c\ In ton rr'J.:IIntntof rlllrnrt'n," nf'ltr th!' ·1th uf 1\tnrch, INI3, (nnclf'r th,• nrt .,,. A ngu•.r ~;., IHl !, 1 the oroll:lllnl 

Jrr·~oou 11rr,auit111 ion '" nrcc·.-anly 1 l'lninc"; btll, the ftHnerd and hiBckhmith~, not bcmg wanted in a" lt'litncnt uf u1lemtu," thry have been di11chargcd from the ..crvice, although not "o rccJl!Urd by 1:~ w, . 

AoJUTAN'r •ffv.N!ttAJ.'tt OJ,.II'J<.:E, Washin~rtnt~, Nnvembf!r 30, 1843. 
R. JONES, Adjutant Genercll U. 8 • .drmy. 

HEA.DQVARTKRI OF THill ARHV, lVtUhingtort, NfJvcmiJer ao, 1 "43. 
WIN~'IRJ.n S('O'l"l'. 



Doe. No. i-P. 18, 6. B. 

Gent>ml Uetum of the .Army of the United States, from the latest returns, correctcll at the Adjt1tant General's Office. 

Aggregate of Infantry 

• 'rbe slafT oiBcers oftheAe gradeM being taktn from th~ line <tflhe nrmy, an•l nr.coun·~~l for in their respective regiment•, are not included In the grand aggregnte. 'I A~~btunt ~nre;~on~. 
The low autborizu the appCtfntment of nn unlimf'lld namh(·rof a·~i~·nnr commiMarit'., of eubl<l•t•nce. 

42 
(HOO 

1 
r ~· 

1 
men. Tid• ''XCCIII will dil arrear, It 1~ . The number of nor.·cornmrni~wloncJ ulllcers, DIUsiclan~, anifiU''• an•llni~ate-, in the II!Vfrdl rc.;iwen:s of dragoon~, arLillery, infntltry, anJ ria~mcn, n1, o~din:; to the !an return~ rP.c~l·:cLI, 1~ ';' 'lll· wh,·;h, in·:lu !ing thew,·.: r ... inl <.l~tachm:nt uf Ill, an<l vrhcr .•tR'Ill ;I :t.1· h u~n!~ ~~~·! rc~ruir~, (R!l,) nnkc nn flce-.1 over the nltimnte ~ttln<lnrd fixec\ by the act 1•f Augu~t !13, Ill • • •· 0 'u e~tunated, by the 31tt of December. • • 

ADJVT.\NT Gt:NERA.t.'s 0.f'F1CE, lValltington, Nut'ember 30, 184:1. 
R. JONgs, Adjutant General U. S. ArmJ. liGAIJ(n'·'nn:ns ofo' TilE AnMv, lVilllti1fgton, Novembrr 30, 1843. 

WI~I<'IELD SCOTT. 



Doc. No. sz-P. 68, c. c. 
Position and distribution of the Troops of the United States. 
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Comawade" of Milltarr J>e.. 
panm~nl•. 

PQIIIS. 8iUIItioD, 

---------!--------1-.. - --- ---
Fon Pielrtu • 
Fon Ml'llet • 
Fort Mnrcu • 
Fon Prlre • 

·Fort Wood • 
t'unJae~ 

I ,....,.. Ploricla • 

• Mobile Poiat, Alallama • 
• P<1ite CoqaJiie, Luui•iaaa • 

Nell' Orl- ._rraeb • 
Bu. Roup barracu -
Fw1Ja.p • • 

• CIJ~f Jl~leor, LouirJana • 
l'(ur New OrieaP, Luaiaiua 
l'(rw Or~Maoo, Loa lilian • 
Balaa JIGDarr, Loaitoiua -
Near !!IICiiiDrhn, Luuiaiua 

Pennanrnt r.omm:1ad•·~ ·I 
f 1 
'0 .. ! 
I J 
Ill • 

......... PRU&N'I' AND ABIIN'I' • 

i lq t1 n 
le .! !-f t= i ee· 

.llo 

1
.. i wCf i ' •d i i 1.! " .. j !e :J i l~ ·I ]5 

'· ;I :1= I i .i 1 li ~ I t i ' : .i ~ I :h ., { l ·t ll 
1::: .3 l • rf.E - ~ ::;! .. ~ i !!I J ,. = - ;; F 'ei 4! ~~ ·a } ~ 1 i l. ! a t~ _ t t ,. 8 a A. -s IB _e~ ! s ,.. 
d..:uj..:uclt 1-' 41 C.rD<c.>trJ~ E-' <tu ~ 

s 
ltv 

.. ---- -------·- -- -·--·-------;~·-Dr-JIII_rl_me_o_l_.aa_I" ______ +-_-+--_+-I-I---1--1-J----1--II-1-I---~ ~ 1---1--1~-1-- ---~ --~-~ ------ - -;;- -----_-

3 
---~-3-~-----

• • Major J. Brown • • • 'Jlb iafaiiii'J • • • t - - - - - I - - - • - I I 3 101 6 ten - - - I • 8 9 , 9 ' 1~ I 
• • Caprain E. S. H••"i.,. • • • 'llh infanii'J • • • I • - - - - • - - - • - I t t 80 & 8& • • _ _ 3 18 3 I II I il ..., IIIII 
• • Capain Fra~l· Lre • • • '7tb lnlanii'J • • • I - • - - - - • • - I t tit 3 ll - • - • I 1 I ; 3 49 &i 

1 
• • B•.·m MajurO 1 Rain~ • • '7d1JIIf1DIIf • • • I : - : - - - - • • : - I I t 11 t til • • I : • I l • :! 1 & &It 63 
• • ·• • • • • • • • ~- -- -- -- -- - -- -- -- - -- I -- ,- • -- -, -1113 -- -- -- - ;; -.. ·• -., .9' ,... -110 Nolgaroi.-.ont-'. • • Bret'fl Brirarli~r Oenen~l M. A !buckle 'lib infaDIIJ • • • • .. .,.. .. ., • .. 

• Li•n~manrCntnnrl W. Wbiotler 'llh intaaur • • • t - - - - I - - i . I - t lli '7 99 • - • II I • 3 3 1111 IN ICU I 
• CuiiiDII D. E. TwiP" • • • Rquaral 1illtaa • • '7 - • • - - I - - I I • I I 3 ll 1110 18 bt I • • t & 10 10 \0 1111 I aJO till i 

.. ---------lr-------;-------------------;.----------~---------+--n+--i-l-l---i-l;--l-l-l-t--li---t--llt-.-l--3 ~~:_ f6t ~--;-~~r-:- , ~----;-~ a! nl - .-.j ___________ --. 
i : ~ : ~ 1 : i : 1 : : i 11 aii ' ita 1: 1: : : I : i 1 - 8 i i 1 I 1: I a• -~ l • Linlftlaal Cotlnta•l 0 t.-IA • 

t----1-1. --11& 1m II 1-19 •• 1& 108 1111;. 111-
ll - - - - • - • • j • - I II t 119 8 Y1 j • . • • It I 13 i II 101 110 ' 

• Breftl ~I W. 8. ~araq • 

• :\lajorW.Hnllul • • 
• LieU&ftllll Cvluael R I. 11-

• 0. the Arllu• 
• OndlaArlllatuu 

f - • - •• - - ••• I I & 8 1:N Ill l.iO I • I 1 I 10 8 38~ 11'4 -: 

·--·---I--------:-----·---------J-------···--------1--. If • I - I I - I --~-~-1----1 -;--~~---;; .. _ ~ ~ 1 -:-r. • II' • ;; 11~-~=~-- ... 

MILit'&IIY DIP&Jmll<ll'l' No. s. ron Beau • • 0a ... Mlnll~, M~Mari • • • are"' Ma;ur w. 11. ora~~a. • • ! P::.::;'d~-1 ~~ - -
1 1 1 

- - 1 1 -=-r .. .. 1 - - - - - ~ I -
1
, I .~,· ·

1
..... 

1 

CIIIDIHDded br Branc Major pqiCIItlhiaf.taii'J • I • - • - • • • • l • • I 1 & 110 8 118 • • • 1 t II .. • .... lllll 
Genera• I. P. balD,., ltiDJIIIra• Fon IAanawonh • ftiahllllllllaf ~ri,Milloari • • • Coi-lS. W. KMner • • tcompui~d~l- I 
ril)' bf Cvlolell. W. KftiMJ, pau.eoSd iolilatiJ • I - • - • • I - • I • I I t hl Ia tl 1St • • • I t II I 1 11 r.

1 
31t atl ur d~ - J .... llarrac:b • Coaaell ...... Upper MJ..Ji, Mi-n • • CoiOII•I J. H. v.,. . • • 8 C:UIIIJIIInieo ~ iafiDIIJ, 8 

·~·Lou~ Mia- cumpaaieo tilt illfuloy • II • • • I I I I • I - I - II It .. II 131 I - I I I I It 11 , 10

8

1 IBI l5t ' 
IOIIri. Fon Dealloill• • Iowa TerriiOI'J • • • • • Captaia J. Alia • • • l tua~panr d....-...1 _. I 

Fon AllliDaor • Iowa TerrilDI'J • • • • C.ptaill E. V. Sumner • • • I ~~~ J::::Z. l ,.;. 1 
- - - - - • - - • - -

1
1 

1
1 

3
1 

•. : • • I - 1

1 
: 

1 8
1 

\. · : :: 

Fori Coawfurd • • Prairie ria Cllien, Wi-q. TtrriiOry • - ec.lclllt'l W. Dnenpnrl • • bl rnf&DII')' • • • ! ._ -. -- _1 •
1 

I • • • I • I II 1• It ,. -. 13 I 119 : IR Ill .. , t-!IY ... iDIUU'J • • - - - - - -1 - - - - • I! _- -_ -_ -, ~ I 1 I .... 
Fun Saellilll • • Upper ~ipp1,1un Ttrriloly • • • Lielllell&lll Culunel H. wa- . . hi iDf411UJ • • • • - - - - - ' - I '7 151 ll 110 - - I - I - It l 1B ' hi lid Ill& 

---r---1-- -1--- :--t--:- - . ,, __ _ 

--- ·------1--------- ; _____________ _ 11 - 1 1 1 3 4 3 31 _ t & tt I w 1,!11111 ltl t,Otll I al -II hl 111 88 u lit, • .., l,!lM ~.1u 
-:-----·-- ---·- ----------:·-1---1---1- -·t--t--lr---1--t·-:- ~ -- I I '----,--1---~ 

Mn.IT&ar Dar..,...D'I' No. t, 
commaadcd by Bren1 Bripdier 
Genera• H. Bradr. 

.flgolf114Fini-Detroit, Michi· 
pa. 

MIUTAaT DsrAII'I'II&IIT No. 11, 
commaDclrd by Bripclitr Gene· 
tal J. E. Wool. 

Healllzvcrlfr-Trcy, N. York. 

Fort Winaebaao 
FunBndy • 
Fun MaclliDic 
Furt Go atiut • 
Uelroil .. rrac:lra 

Bal'alo blrraclm 
Furt Niagara • 
Fon Onlllrio • 
Madi!IOn barncb 
Plattsburg barraclra 
Fort Adams • 
Fun WuleOII 
Fun Trumbodl • 
Wer.tPuinl 
Furl Colurabus • 
Fort Hamillon • 
Fort Latayelle • 
Furt M10hn 
Carlillle barracks 

Drparlmenlstall' 
• Port~~", Fn:r:, aad Wbcconsia, Wiacoasia Terrllorr Capain W. R. Joat~t • • - llll !DfUti'J • 
• IIIah Ill Mule, Micbi.-n • • • • Capain A. Johllldon • • • 61b infantry • 
• Mrcbllimaellioac, Mrrhipa • • • Cap!Min M. Scutt • • • !llh iufa&lrf • 
• Rirthl bank uf lioe &. Clair, Michlpa • • Licutt'naat Culnnrl J, S. Md111011h • !lib ioiUtiJ • 
• Detrull, .MicbigaD • • • • • Brent Bripdier General G. M. Brooke !lib inlilllrf • 

• ,. Balfalo New York • • 
• YoongMiown, NewYurlr • 
• O.Wt'lfO, New Y11rk • • 
• Sackett'~ Harbur, New York 
• Plaulburc, New Yurk • 
~ Newport harbor, Rhode blaad 

New London, Coane~tical • 
Weot Point, NPW York· • 

~ Nrw York harbor, New York 

• Near Philadelphia, PtDniiJirania • 
• Carli•le, Ptno~ylvauia • 

• Lieat~aal Colonrl B. Riley • 
• Capilli a T. MorriM • • 
- Capoain E. K. Barnam • • 

Major J Pl.rmpoon • • 
• Capain C. A. Wai1e • • 
• Lieutenant Culunel B. K. Pierce 

• Captain C. S. Merchant 
M•jor R. Delafi~ld • 

~ Cu~oo~l J: Bankb:lld : 

• Caplain (), 8. Dran~ • 
• CaJIIain J. M. Wa•hing•uu 

pep&nmeatllaO' 
• lid iDiaDLI'f • 
• ld IDflllltry • 
• ld iDiautry • 
• lid ia(aatry • 
• IJd intdnuy • 
• l~t trlillny • 

• ill artillery • 
• Dl!llchouent' • 
• lid arlillery • 

lid artillery • 
• lld arullery • 
• 9d artillery • 

4th artille• y • 
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1 MaJor ~~~~11inr • 

commandrrl by CulooeJ ), B. Furl tlullivaa • • Eutpon, Maine • • • Rrev~t M~J"' H. 8BrJn•J\'" 
Crane, of ht anilltrv. Fort Preble • Portland Maine • • • • C:aplain G. Purt•r • 

lltadpai1Cri-Pu l~muuth, N. Fort Cun•IUutioD • Portsmouth, Ne.- Hampoohir.r • · Br~ut Major J. D&mitk 

------- ---·---
Deplnmftlllal' 

• a.anrU&I'J • 
• bt anilll'IJ • 
• •• anillerf -
- a.t artilleiJ • 
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Mru'I'AIY DIP&a'I'M&JIT No. 8, 
eommanded by Brent Br'l•d1et 
General W. It Arm~tead. 

illllll,..rf.fn-Fort Moullrie, 
Roath Carolina. 

Fon llcBeaiJ • 

Fort 8ehra • 
Furl W llllhiartoD 
i'llfl M1111rue • 

Furt Jobnllloa } 
Fort Ca•well -
.Fort Meeua • 
l''urt Jluultrie • 
Clllllle Piaellnty 
Auga111 aot~taal 
Oal~rhorpe barrackl 

• Balli~, M'l!Jiucl • • 

• ADDapollw, MIIJIIDd • · 
• Len bank nt tile Pulo'IIIIC, Maryland 
• Ok1P~Cumfort, VrfJiala • 

I Neu Bmithll•ld, Nortb Carolioa • 
I Oak Mand, Nor•h Carolina • 

Near Beaufort, Norlb Caroli111 • 
~ Cbarle11011 barbor 1 Soatb C•roliaa • 

• Aapllla,~a • • 
• 8aviDJiah, Oeorrta • • 
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• ColoneiJ. B. Walbac:h • 

.I Brnrl Lieuteaaat Col~el T.Cbilds 

• Capltill W. Wall • • 
• Brent Brigadiu General Armiste11d 

• Caplala J. R. Vin•on • • 
• Li<utenaul Colooel W. Qalrs • 
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• 3d arrill•rv • 
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£111 rJOiidl, I .. r- ,- r--- ,--

Rec~rriot~•nld April :1, 11<1!1, O.ntrll W J, Worth. Fori Broolre • • 1'ampa Ba)', Florida • • • BrfVII Lir111enant C"lunel Belknap 8111 infantry • • • t - • • • • I • • • • • I 8 11 \.Ol It IJIII • • • t 3 D6 t ~J ~8 QOU 177 
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Ao1VTAifT 0&1fu.u.'• Orrrcs, We~~Al"fiOilt Notttmb,. 30, 1843. 

R. JONES, Atqulanl Oen,.tll. 
U&.&DQVARTRRI or Ta• AaiiY, Wt~.Ainllon, Nuumb,. 30, 1843. 

WJ1\Ilt'IELD IC01''1'. 
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