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REPORT

or

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL.

Post Orrice DeranTuENT,
December 4, 1837.

Sin: On the Ist of July last, the post routes of the United States
io operation were, as nearly as can be ascertained, 141,348 miles in ox-
tent, and the annual transportation of the mails upon them 38,507,008
miiles, viz:

On horses and in sulkeys, - - - 11,999,288
In stages and coaches, - - - - 18,804,700
In steamboats and railroad cars, - - L173,0%

The inerease of routes in operation during the preceding year was
22,978 miles, and of the annual transportation 5,018,620. v

From the 1st of January next, the post routes covered by contreets will
be at least 142,877 miles in length, and the rate of annual transportation
upon them 36,228,962 miles.

The number of post offices in the United States on the 1st July last
was 11,767, showing an increase of 676 within the precediag year.

The number of post offices established within the year was 956, the
number discontinued 280, and the changes of postmasters 2,235,

The number of post offices on the 1st instant was 12,099.

The postmasters generally perform their duties with admirable fidelity
and precision.

The number of contractors in the mail service, during the last year,
was 1,682. Of these, 430 have been fined, more or less, for various de-
linquencies; and the aggregate of fines imposed and deductions made
during the year is §41,705 95. Most of the contractors have always
been energetic and faithful, and among the rest there has been, within
the last year, a very sensible improvement.

The revenue of the Department for the past year, including an esti-

mate for deficient returns, was - - - $4,137,086 59
The expenditure, including an estimate of demands not

adjusted, was - - - - - 3,380,847 78
Excess of revenue over expenditure - . - _$756,208 84

The increase of the whole year was 304 per cent. over the revenue
of the preceding year, producing $228,884 50 more than was estimated.
Detailed statements, with estimates for the coming year, will be laid
befors Congress, in obedience to the act of 1836.
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On the Ist instant, the Department bad bank funds, - $430,656 57
Specie in post ofices reported subject to draft, - 410,688 81

Total funde on hand, - - . 3 - _.284!,318;

In consequence of the failure of Congress to reduce the postages at
the last annual session, arrangements have been made to i:;ron the
mail service beyond the extent of the aceruing revenue, 20 as to absord
the surplus. e career of improvement has becn arrested by appre-
hensions of a reduction of revenue growing out of the general commercial
embarrassment ; but no reduction of the service contracted for is at pres-
ent contemplated.

The following iu:&mvemenu have been made in the time of transmit-
ting intelligence within the two last years, viz :

o Washington - 1 day, 8 hours. 1 day, O hours.
To Richmond, Vo. - - 2 “”lsi “ 1 ‘.‘)’lSQ «
To Raleigh, N. C. - EEE g w 7 «
To Columbia, S.C. - - 6 v 3 u 3 « 5
To Chﬂeﬂn, S.C. - - 6 w1y . 3 ¢ 16} ¢
To Milledgeville, Ga. A F 3 « 214 v
To , Ala. S VRO B 4 w9
TO Hobl Ah- - < 12 ]2 “ 5 ¢« 17 [0
To ew Orleans, Lou. - 18 w19 « 6 « 19 ¢
To Wheeling, Va. - - 3 w1 . 2 v 8 v
To Columbus, O. - I N [ 2 93
To Indianapolis, Ind. - - T w4 ou § «w 193 ¢
To Vandalis, TN. - S | BN P I 4 ¢« 164 ¢
To St. Louis, Mo. - - 18 «“ 10 o« 4 ¢« 23y
To Cincinnati, O. - - 5 w17 8§ « 14
To Louisville, Ky. - T 18w 4 « 8
To Nashville, Tenn. - < § w oy u 5 w g ¢
To Huntaville, Ala. S w22 o« 5 20§ «

From New Orleans— 1835. 1887.

To Montgomery, Ala. - 3 days, 21 hours. 2 days, 0 hours.
To Huntsville, Ala. - - 8 % 5 3 w2 u
To Nashville, Tenn. - - 10 ¢ 0 « § o« 18 «
To Louisville, Ky. - - 18 % 0 ¢ 4 ¢ 1T o«
To Cincinnati, 0. - - 14 % 1w 5 w17
To Columbus, 0. - - 18 v 9w G ¢ Ty ¢
To Pittsburg, Pa. - - 18 % 5 « 7T ¢ 8 «

These are the results of the exp.ess mails. The ordinary mails have
also been expedited—

Mrom New York— 1885. 1837.

To Wheeling, Va. - ° - 3days, 11 hours. 2 days, 19 hours.
To Columhus, O. . -4 %18 v g « 5 o«
To Cincinnati, 0. - - 5 % 17 4 « 6 ¢«
To Louisville, Ky. - - T 8« 5 ¢ 4
To Memphis, T'enn. - - 18 ¢ 20 . T 20 ¢

1

To Natchez, Miss. - - 16 « 19 « 11 ¢ 18 &
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From New York— (continued. )

To New Orlesns, Lou. by the 1885. 1887.
western route, - 17 days, 18 hours. 13 days, 14 howrs.

To Utiea, N. Y. - T I 0 ¢ 38 u
To Buffalo, N. ¥. - 2 % 20 P SCO ¥ I
To B\Iﬂi n’ V(. - - 2w« [] ({3 | I " "
To Haverhill, N. H. - < 8 w16 o 1 0« 23 ¢
‘To Concord, N. H. - N L T ¢ 14
To Augusta, Me. - 3w 9 u A

Of course, the whole intermediate, adjacent, and more remote regions
of the Union are benelited by this increase of expedition.

‘The advancement of the Depaitment in other respects is equally satis-
factory.

1n 28335, I 1837.
Post offices, - - - - - 10,770 - 13,000
Miles of mail routes under contract, - 112,774 143,877
Miles of annual mail transportation, - - 25,869,486 36,238,968
Revenue, - - - - - §2,993,576  $4,137,086

In 1835, the Department was laboring under an extraordinary debt of
$600,000. In 1887, it has a surplus of $800,000.

Efforts have been made to orgunize a great mail line from New York,
through Philadelphia, Baltimore, Wheeling, Columbus, and Cincinaati,
hy land, and down the Ohiv and Mississippi rivers, by Louisville, Mera-
phis, Helena, Vicksburg, Natchez, &c. to New Orleans. Beiween
Cincinnati and Louisville a steambout mail now runs daily ; from Louis-
ville to New Orleans it now runs thrice a week, under a recent contraet,
and will run daily after the first year; from Baltimorc to Cincinnati the
mail has been greatly expedited, and nothing is wanting to complete the
plan but a contract with the railroad companies between Philadel
and Baltimore, of which there is a fair prospect. It is anticipated that,
when this line shall be in full operation, it will be expedient to diseon-
tinue the express mails between Philadelphia and Cincinnati at least, as
little can be gained by them; and the great mail will go from New York
to New Orleans by this routc in about eleven days.

It is hoped that the bill relative to the transportation of the maii upon
railroads, which passed the Senate at the last annual session, may be-
come alaw. It is liberal to the railioad companies, and would probably
remove all obstacles to making contracts with them.

For some time to come the mail transportation will be nearly station-
a:’y. The post offices will greatly increase. The revenue will rapidly
advance aa soon as the general embarrassments are at an end. That of
the last quarter was at least nine per cent. over the corresponding quar-
ter of last year; but the same relative proportions are not to be expected
in the coming quurters.

The number of dead letters returned to the Department for the last
two quarters has been asccrtained as accurately as practicable. For the
quarter ending 30th June last they were over 222,000 ; and for the quar-
ter ending 305: September last, over 225,000. The average may be put
down at 900,000 annually. At 124 cents each, their estimated av
postage, the loss to the Department on these letters is §112,500 a year.
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Esumating the letters delivered out &t ikis ssme average rate, it will
appear that the whole number of letters delivered from the post offices
of the United States, during the last year, was 29,360,992. For free
letters and dead letters may be added at least 3,000,000 more.

The number of newspapers, pamphiets, &c. paying postage, conveyed
by mail anoually, is estimated at about 25,000,000. The dead and free
newspapers may be about 4,000,000.

The convenience of the public business, and the security of the books
and papers, require that a fire-proof building be provided for this De-

nt

It is necessary that the clerks provided for in the appropriations of the
last annual session be made permanent.

The great increase of the number of post offices, and in the magnitude
of accounts from the old offices, together with the multiplication of con-
tractors, renders it absolutely necessary to augment the force of the
Auditor’s office. '

1 take great pleasure in saying that more faithful, devoted, and effi-
ciant public officers than my three Assistants, cannot be found, and that
the clerks generally partake of their spirit.

Some idea may be formed of the amount of business done in this De-

ent from the fact, that the communications of all sorts received in
the different offices, excluding the Auditor’s office, amount to a daily ave-
rage of about 860 for the working days, equal to 269,180 a year; the
communications sent, to about 470 daily, equal to 147,110 a year ; and
the cases actually decided by the Postmaster General, to 48 daily, equal
to 15,024 a year.

The magnitude of the work done by the Auditor and his clerks may
be estimated from the fact, that they examine and adjust the four quar-
terly accounts of each postmaster, making near 48,000 accounts a year;
and, the accounts of each contractor quarterly, or oftener, making about
7,000 2 year ; keeping the mass of books required in this service ; closing
each year the accounts of about 2,000 ex-postmasters, and carrying on
the beavy correspondence growing out of these extensive duties.

Herewith is an interesting statement of the First Assistant relative to
mail transportation.

I have the honor to be
Your obedient servant,

AMOS KENDALL.
To the PrEsipent of the United States.
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THE ANNUAL STATEMENT OF THE FIRST ASSISTANT

POSTMASTER GENERAL.

861

CostTract Orrice, Norember 30, 1837,

On the 30th June, 1836, the length of the post routes in operation in the
United States was 118,264 miles, and the annual transportation: thereon
amounted to 27,578,620 miles.

During the year endmg the 30th June, 1837, 22,978 miles were added
to the length of the post routes, and the annual transportation was in-

creased 5,018,386 miles, as is more fully shown by the following

Table af mail service for the 30th June, 1837.

Srates and Termories

NORTHEASTERN sEC-

TION.
Maine
New Hammhwe
Vermont -
Massachusetts
Rhode lslaud -
Connecticut
New Yok

MIDDLE SECTION.
New Jersey
Pennsylvania -
lb)'ell\\lmrel

aryland -
Ohio -

SOUTHERN SECTION.

Virginia
North Carulina
%u!h Carolina
eorgia
Florida

NORTHWESTERN SF.C-

Mechi TION.
chigan -
lndlnns: -
Ilinoin -
Wisconsin -
Missouri

SOUTHWESTERN SEC-

TION.
Kentucky -
Tennessee
Alabama
Minsissippi
Arkanees
Laouisiana

Miles

v sy s

Length

of routes.

4,004
2,710
2,499
3,370

190
2,032
13,082

1,998
12,337

501
2,589
10,127

10,434

7,155
5,019
6,705
2,025

3,494
7,85
7,180
1,889

5,019

6,779

7.369 ;
6,449 |
3,744

2,766 |

1,972

141,249 }n,m.m

|

Horce and -
sulkey.

|
246,792 |
79,540 .
90,064
110,136 |
10512
94,120
R45,116

89,336 |
999,206 |
* 20,800 !
937,493 |
841,854 .

1,080,452 !

638,892

484,610 '
633,153 |
91,634

|

295,464
707,408
185,888
166,192 |
506,896 |

536,416
744,952
775,008
579,380 |
417,48
197,393

Stage and
coarh.

635,248
656,734
603,226
1,287,182
127,036
589,446
3,249,376

467,766
1,967,758
117,702
543,178

1,435,044 .

942,240

730,904
736,648
R4,864

363,940
542,672
677,040
31,408
07,562

648,960
584,688
597,376
159,536
31,200
68,016

#30,960

Annml transportnuon

snd

ralroad.

Steambaqt !

Total.

114,556

18,256
26,728
315,328

43,472

201,813
14,936
133,384

31,304
146,234
20,384
7,000

44,720

T i ea.00

|
i

193,136 |

56,680
32,760
117,104
44,998
103,696

i
i
|
I

85,040
29,274
693,290
1,513,874
186,004
710,294
4,410,120

600,574
3,168,776
153,478
916,994
2,308,203

2,168,916 -
1,490,236
1,302,514
1,359,800

221,208

664,404
1,262,456

197,600
604,448

1,378,512
1,386,330
1,408,144
855,920
493,376
369,804

18,804,700 1,793,094 | 33,597,006

|
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The present mail service in New England and New York commenced
on the 1st of July last. under lettings that took place in May ; superseding,
from the commencement of the current contract vear, so much of the ser-
vice stated in the foregoing table as is embraced in the Northeastern cec-

tion.

‘The post routes in these States are let to contract, as follows:

Ist. Horse and sulkey mails.

Length of rontes

States. : :_; y .: ; .: i v !
Lo e - :oa
- 3 5 7 4 2 & v - .
- A N
z 5 X s =2 =z &2
e PR DS S
Maine - - 10251 f6n 64 - - 2 " - - L8t
New Hnmplme LT KT o I - . 676
Vermont ©o362 1M 27 . - : N 580
Massachusetts - . 100 55 15 a0 . a0
Rhode Isfand - ° R9 - . . 9
Connecticut - ' 156 2»2 9 6 . . 833
New York 2644 11,330 150 AT 21 6 5,538

Miles - (6,056 23320 Ti> 125 43¢ 6| 9,507

2d. Stage and coach.

""""":""' T v [" N
Maine - ;76 339" 1,082.12. 50 36T - - ) 1,926
New Hlmpshmr 510 147 1042 . 284 220, - . 1.844
Vermont 971 309 A51 390 115 °388 - - ., 1,899
Massachusett. - 60 77 2420 . 20 %04 27 T 61 | 3,828
Rhode fsland -~ <15 37 104 - 30 - - . .| 186
Connecticut - COR ¥ X A80 - 39 - 73 1,519
New York - [t187 485 $3.569 - | 457 §2.450 . ' | 7,187

Miles - 486 1,531 10,048 722,229 37!«» 7! |34' 2 (18,289

3d. Steamboat and railroad.
[ r s w9
Massachusetis - - - . 13 25, - 44 77 259
Connecticut - | - o . 10 sl 40
New Yurk - C 138 - 107 28| - - 152 875
| - —_— ——1——-.}
Miles - 8| - :no! BI| - 44 e

|

al 974

¢ Less by 11 miles in culculation of annusl transportation, or aversge of pay | some of the
aervice not extend:ng theongh the year,

{ Less by 48 miles.

T Lew hy 11 miles,

$ Lese by 166 miles.
9§ Less by 24 miles.

§ Lers by 185 miles.
*% Less by 38 miles.

- e o . S~
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RECAPITULATION.

Leugth of routes.

States. . ' i Compenes-
" tlorse and ’ Stage and ! Steamhoat ! tion.
i slkey. ' couch. ' and i Total.
| ' railond. |
i |
— _ S S
Maine - B 1,781 l,9'26‘ - ‘ 3,707 7,429
New Hamp:hue . 57 1R44! . 2,520 67,741
Vermont . 580 1,889! - 2,409 61,599
Massachusetts - - k114 3,898 259 4,39% 160,875
Rhode Island - 89, 186 . 375 5,987
Counecticut - 533 1,518 ar 2,099, 55542
New York 5538 5] 615, 13350 368,658
9.50% 18,289 974 28,770
Equal tvan anuual trans. ! .
purtation of - 148660 T.630,100 TUG10U  9.863.220
Cumpensation - - 280,143  $656,493 870,685 - 807,326

The average cost of this transportation, per mile, is 54 cents for the
horse aind sulkey service : 8} cents for the stage and couchi service ; and 10
cents for the steamboat aud railroad service.

The foregoing is exclusive of 573 iuiles of aggregate length®ot mail sup-
ply of special offices, under the +th section of the act of 1825, amounting
to 84,500 miles of annual transportation, the cost ot which is contingent,
and defrayed wholly out of the proceeds of said offices; neither does it in-
chude the steamboat conveyance of letters and puckets under the 5th and
6th sectiuns of the act of 18235, as the expense thereof is not subject to
ascertainment in a statement ot this kind. Such conveyance extends over
some cix or seven hundred miles in New England and New York.

Since the commencement of the current contract yeur, there have been
established eleven daily ¢xpress miail routes, extending from Washington,
by Frederick, (Maryland,) Cumberland, Uniontown, (Penn..) Wheel-
ing, (Virginia,) Zanesville, {Ohio,) Columbus, Dayton, ludmnupohs, (In-
diana,) Terre Haute, and Vandalia, (Illinois,) to St. Louis, ( Missouri,) 811
miles, running through in three days and twenty-une hours and a half’;
also, cight daily express mail routes from Dayton, (Ohio,) by Cincinnati,
Georgetown, (Kentucky,) Louisville, Bowling Green, Nashville, (Tenn.,)
Huntsville, (Alabama,) and Elyton, to Montgomery, 95 miles, through in
three days and twelve and a halt hours: and o daily express mail trom
Columbia, South (arolina. to Charleston, 125 miles, through in ¢leven and
a half hours. The annual cost of these express muils is S211,655, ¢

On the great daily line from Baltimore, by Wheeling und Columbus, to,
Cincinnati, conveyance in vehicles appropriated exclusively to the mail,
excepting three outside seuts for passengers, has been substituted for the
ordinary post-coach transportution, Speed, at u given rate per mile, has
been secured in the contracts, und the whole mail expedited to (‘mcmnau,
£0 a% to make a gain of one business day to that pluce und twenty-four
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hours for all points beyond, at an advance in the cost of transportation on
that line of $57,388 per annum.

The mail service in Indiana, Hllinois, Wisconsin, Missouri, Kentucky,
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Louisiana, has been re-
let. A part of it has gone into operation since the 30th June last: the
chief portion of it will commence on the 1st January next,and the residue
on the 1st July, 1858. Contracts and acceptances of bids have been
made for 18,713 miles in extent, amounting to the annual transportation
of 2,944,324 miles in horse and sulkey service, 5,148,208 miles in stage and
coach, and 1,308,264 miles by steamboats and railroads, at the annual cost
of $1,136,733. A more particular statement of the results of this letting
is omitted at this time, as some of the routes are not disposed of, and the
final arrangements of nearly the whole remain tobe closed.

The improvements made since the 1st July last, in the mail service in
the States not embraced in either the May or October lettings, add to the
length of the routes 1,010 miles, and increase the annual transportation on
horse and in sulkyes 56,992 miles, and in stages and coaches 161,872 miles,
at the annual cost of 26,819,

The following is a prospective exhibit of the service for 1838, as pro-
vided for in the existing engagements, omitting the supply of special offices,
and the letter and packet conveyance by steamboats, under the 5th and
6th sections‘of the act.

EXHIBIT.
Lengih | Horse and | Stage and | Steamboat |
o sulkey. | cosch. snd ' Totel
routes. | railroad. |
! i
Service in the States not |
embraced in the let- ! ! ,
tings of either May or i
October - - 63,474 | 5,412,823 8,215,004 797,276 ' 14,355,102
Alab. express mail routes 979, 908,) 19, . S Q03,118
‘The express mail routes i i
let this year - - 1,631 ¢ I.IB'I.SGS‘ - . . 1,187,368
‘The May let!ing} - 26,770 l,CSG,’Wr 7.670,1 706,160 . 9,863,820
Improvements since the !
Ist July in the States |
not embraced in these i
or the Octuber lettings 1,010 56,998 161,87 . . 918,864
‘The October lettings - 48,713 | 3,944,894 5,148,208 1,508,261 10,401,996
Miles | 149,877 | 12,992,078 91,195,184] 3,741,700 36,998,963

S. R. HOBBIE.




