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REPORT 

THE P08TMA8TRR GBNBa&L. 

Pon 01-raca D&P£a'I'MU"r, 

Dtctltl• ., .... 

Saa: On the lit of July lut, the pOll roldel of tlae UaihMI ...._ 
in operation were, u nearly u CaD be ueertaiaed, 141,141 .U. Ia a
tent, and the annual transportation of tbe maila upon the• Sl,ll7 ,001 
miles, via: 

On horses and in sulkeys, • 11 ,M,181 
In stages and coaches, - - • 18,80&,'700 
In Iteam boats and railroatl cars, I ,1'JS,OS4 

The iaerease of routes in opention during the preeecl~Ds year Wll 
22,978 miles, and of the annual transportation 5,018,810. • 

From the 1st of January next, the poat routes covered by eoatNetawill 
be at least 141,877 miles in length, and the rate of annual tnauportatioa 
upon them 86,1~,982 miles. 

The number of post offices in the United States on the lat Julylut 
was 11,767, showing an increase of 676 within the precedio1year. 

The number of post offices established within the year wu 911, the 
number discontinued !80, and the changes of postmaaten I,IS6. 

The number of post offices OJ:' the 1st instant was 11,099. 
The postmasters generally perform their duties with admirable fidelity 

and precision. 
The number of contractors in the mail service, during the lut ,._, 

was I ,682. Of chese, 4SO have been fined, more or leu, for variou1 de
linquencies ; and the aggregate of finea imposed and deductiou made 
during the year is S41, 705 95. Most of the contractors have alway• 
been energetic and faithful, and among the rest there baa been, withJn 
che laet year, a very sensible improvement. 

The reven11e of the Department for the pa&at year, including an eati· 
mate for deficient return•, wae • 14,137,068 68 
The expenditure, including an estimate of demand• not 

adjuated, was • • • • • 8,880,847 76 

Excess of revenue over expBnditure • 

The increaee of the whole year wat jOt per cent. over the revenue 
of the precedin& year, producing .118,814 60 more than wat eatfmated. 

Detailed statements, with eat{ mates for the comiog year, wnt be laid 
befor~ Congrets, in obedience to the tct of 1888. 

~· 
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0D 11M Ill iulaDt, the De~t bad baDk funds, 
.... in pcllt .... repOrted IUbjeet to dnft, 

Total fa .. on hand, -

- .410,166 57 
410,111 81 

__ ~MJ,S18_ ~ 

Ia eoaeequeaee of tt.e failure of Coapess to redaee tbe pntt.pe at 
die lilt u...U •llioa, arnapmeott haYe been JUde to improYe the 
..U ~eniee be7oDd the esteat of the aeeruia1 reYea•, 10 u to abiOrb 
tlae ........ The eareer of improYement has been arrfttecl by appre
........ of a reduelioa of reYeaue ~win1 oat of the paenl eoauaercial 
.....,._.at; but DO reduetioa of the •niee eoatraetecl for ia at pra· 
eat eoatemplaled. 

'ne followi111 improYementl have been made in the time of tra-it· 
tiaa iatellipaee within the two last yean, ,.ia : 
'"-N• Yri- 1885. ;837. 

To Wuhinaton, D. C. I day, 8 houn. 1 day, 0 hours. 
To 8iebmoH, Va. - 2 " lSi " I " IS4 " 
To llaleip, N. c. j " j!i " 2 " 7 '' 
To Columbia, S. C. 6 " 3 " :1 " 5 " 
To Ch.rieMa, S. C. 6 '' l!f '' j u 161 " 
To llilledprille, Ga. ; " 15 " 3 " 2H " 
To ~1')', Ala. • 10 " 3 " 4 " 19 " 
To Mobile., Ala. - - 12 '' I~ " 5 " 17 " 
To •• Orleana, I..ou. • 1 S " 19 " 6 " 19 " 
To WheeU-., Va. :i " II " 2 " 8 " 
To Columbua, 0. 4 " 1 ti " 2 " 22 " 
To IDdianapolil, Ind. i " 14 " 3 " J9j " 
To Vuadalia, Ill. - J I " 15 " 4 " 151 " 
To St. LoW., Mo. - IS " 10 " 4 " 2S~ '' 
To CiaciDDati, 0. 5 " J 7 " S " 14 " 
To LouimUe, Ky. 7 " 18 " 4 '' 8 " 
To Nashville, Tenn. 9 " 2\J " a " 6 " 
To Huntsville, Ala. • II " 22 14 5 " 204 " 

1\-om New OrleanB- t8S5. 18Si. 
T., Moatpmery, Ala. S days, 21 boun. 2 days, 0 bours. 
To Bantnille, Ala. - 8 " 5 " S " 2 " 
To Nuhville, Tenn. • - 10 " 0 " 3 " 18 " 
To LouimUe, Ky. • i 8 " 0 " 4 " 1 7 " 
To Cincinnati, 0. 14 " I I '" a " li " 
To Columbus, 0. • 16 " 9 •• G " 7~ u 

To Pittlburg, Pa. . 18 " 5 " 7 " 8 " 
TheN are the results of the Px.p.e»J mails. 'rhP ordin:.ry m~ils have 

allo been expedited-
""om NIW York- 1885. 

To Wheeling, Va. :J d11ya, 11 hour·s. 
To Columhu1, 0. 4 " 16 " 
To, Cincinnati, 0. 5 " I 7 u 
To Louf•vflle, Ky. 7 u 8 " 
To Memphis, Tenn. IS " 20 "· 
To Natcliez, Min. • 16 " 19 " 

1 t;!J7. 
2 days, 19 hour!!. 
S" 6" 
4 " 6 " 
5 " 4 ,, 
7 H 20 

11 " )3 
" 
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,_ Nc• r ... t- ( ~ntinaed.) 
To New Orlea•, Loa. by the 18S6. JUT. 

wntern route, • n dAJI, 18 hours. I:).,., ....... 
To U tiea, N. Y. I " I 0 '' 0 " U '' 
To Buft"alo, N. ,. . ~ " 20 " :.! h II " 
To BurliaJton, Vt. • 2 " 2 " I '' II " 
To Haverhill, N. H. ! " 16 " I u it " 
·ro Coaeord, N. H. • I " :!1 " I " 14 " 
To Aususta, Me. ' :1 " 9 " j ·' 6 " 

or coune, the whole iulermediatf', adjacent, and JHre remote rep.. 
of the t: nion are oonefited by tbia inereaM of expedition. 

The advancement of the D•paatmcnt in other r!apects is equally •tia
faclon·. 

• In :BJl. lall37. 
Pe»5t otlice~, 1 0, 7'70 II,Oit 
Miles of mail route:. under contract, 112,7i-l 14~ 
lfiles of Annual m.ail transportntion, - · ;!5,869,486 36,118,-
Re\·enue, • S!,99S,576 ,4,1S1,011 

In ISM, the Department was laboring under an extr.u>rdinary debt of 
$600,000. In 18S'7, it ha!t a surplus of ~800,000. 

Efforts have been made to organize a ,:real mail line from New York, 
through Philadelpbi:\, Baltimore, \Vheeli11g, Columbus, and Cincinnati, 
by land, and down the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, by Loui&ViUe, Mpm
phis, Helena, Vick!fburg, Natchez, &c. to New Orleans. Between 
Cincinnati and Louisville a steamboat mail now runs daily ; from Louis· 
\'ille to New Ol"leans it now runs thrice a u·eek, under a recent c-DDtract, 
and will run daily after the first year ; from Baltimore to Cincinnati the 
toail has been greatly expedited, and nothing is wanting to complete tlae 
plan but a contract with the railroad companies between Ph~ladelpbia 
and Baltimore, of whic~ there is a fair prospect. It is anticipated atat, 
when this line shall be in full operation, it will be expedient t'l dilcon· 
tinue the express ntails between· Phaladclphia and Cincinnati at leut, u 
little can be gained by them; and the great mail will go from New York 
to New Orleans by this route in about eleven days. 

It is hoped that the bill relative to the transportation of the maii upoa 
railroads, which passed the Senate ot the last annual session, may be· 
cl)me a law. It is liberal to the raih oad companies, and would probably 
l'emove all obstades to making contracts with them. 

For some time to come the mail transportation will be nearly. elation· 
aay. The po»t offices will greatly increase. The revenue will rapidl7 
advance ne soon as the general emborrauments are at an end. That of 
the last quarter was at least nine per cent. O\"er the corresponding qu•r· 
ter of last year; but the same relative proportions arc not to be e1pected 
in the coming quurters. 

The number of dead letters returned to the Department for the IlK 
two quarters has been ascertained as accurately 11 practicable. For the 
quarter ending 30th June lut they were over 211,000; and for the quar· 
ter ending 30th September la1t, over 116,000. Tbe averase may be put 
down at 900,000 annuallJ. At Ill ccnt1 each, their e1timated aYtnp 
poltlse, the lo•• to the Department on these letter~ i1 •111,&00 a year. 
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Elbmatin8 the letters d~livered oat at th~ same a'erage rat~, it will 

appear that the whole number of letters delivered irom the poet ofliee~ 
of the United Statell, during the last year, was 29,8G0,992. For free 
Jetten and dead lettera may be added at least 3,000,000 more. 

The number of newepapen, pamphlets, &e. paying post18e, conveyed 
•r...n annually, ie estimated at about 25,000,000. The dead a!ld free ••-.pen may be about 4,000,000. 

The convenience of the public buaineu, and the aecurity of the books 
aDd papen, require that a fire-proof huildin,; be provided for this De-

IJ!"::~~eelllll7 that the clerks proviaf'd for in the approp!'iations of the 
lut annual seuton be made permanent. 

The great increase of the number of post olicf'~, and in the magnitude 
of accounts from the old offices, together with the multiplication of con
tnetors, renders it absolutely nece!'sary to augment the force of the 
Auditor'• office. 

I take great pleasure in saying that more faithful, devoted, and efli
•nt public officers than my three Assistants, cannot be found, and that 
the clerks generally partake of their spirit. 

Some idea may be formed of the amount of business done in this De
prtment from the fact, that the communications of all sorts received in 
tile dil'erent offices, excluding the Auditor's office, amount to a daily ave
rap of about 860 for the working days, equal to 269,180 a year ; the 
eoamanications sent, to about 470 daily, equal to 147,110 a year; and 
tlae caees actually decided by the Postmaster General, to 48 daily, equal 
to 16,014 a year. 

The mapitude of the \\'ork done by the Auditor and his clerk• may 
be e1timated from the fact, that they examine and adjust the four quar
f8rlraceountl of each postmaater, making near 48,000 accounts a year; 
aclthe accounts of eaeh contractor quarterly, or oftener, making about 
7,880 a year; keeping the masa of books required in this service; eloaiog 
•eh year the aecounta of about 2,000 es-postrnaaters, and carrying on 
6e •eavy c•>rn•pondeoce growing out of these extensive duties. 

Herewith it ID intere1ting statement o( the First AuistAnt relative to 
lllil transportation. 

I have the honor to be 
Your obedient servant, 

AMOS KENDALL. 
To the Pa&IID&IfT qf tfu Uftitetli!Jtcrte•. 
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THE A~NUAL STATE.MENT OF THE FIRST ASSISTANT 
POSTMASTER GENERAl.,. 

Cos,.R.\l"T 0.-rrn:, Sm•tmhrr 30, 1837. 

On the 30th Junt", 1~36, thP length nf the post route~ in openttion in the 
United States was 118,264 miles, and the annual trnnsportatton thereon 
Amounted to 27 ~578,620 mile~. 

During the }·ear ending the 3oth Junf", u~:;;. 22,97~ mil""~ were added 
to the length of the post route~. and thf" annual transportation was in
cn·a~f"d 5.018,386 milt•s, as is morf" fully shown hy tht> followin~ 

TIOS, 

Trrhlr nJ mail .~·trr•ir,.for lilt .J0/11 Jrmt. J ~Ji. 

Annnal tran!tporfatinn. 

L~••gth 
nf IOIIffS, 

'----- ·-- ---:· ----- ·-- -

f,OOt 
2,710 
2,49!1 
3,770 
~90 

~.032 
13,08:! 

I,:J98 
12,337 

591 
,.., -,s9 

1o:·a~; · 
10,434 : 
7,1~ 
5,019 
g,705 
2,025 ' 

Hnr•e 11ncl ~t•~ an.t 
~oullre~·· cna,.h. 

i 
2-16;:92 I 

7':!,5-10 
90.064 : 

110.136; 
10,712 • 
9-&,120 I 

F<-15,06 

f\3!=,2-18 
65G,o;:~.a 

fi03.~~6 
1,~87,1R2 

127,036 
5S!J,H6 

:i,2~9,376 

~9.S36 I 467,766 
~99,~06 I 1,967,758 
'20 800 I 117,702 
~37 :ut ; 54t.l i8 
841,854 . 1,435,0U 

1,080.4521'. 942,240 
638,89t R30,960 ' 
48·l,610 I '730,904 
633,162 ! 7i6,648 
!11,6~4 ~4 ,964 

36~,940 
542,672 
677.040 

31,408 
!l7,662 

Sre,mb•ht 1 

~ond Total. 
t111lrna«l. 

114,.556; 
..~.~56 
26, 72F. 
315,3~8 

~~.040 
-i9,97-& 
693.~90 

1,6li,R74 
186,00-' 
710.~9.& 

4,410,120 

43,-172 600.~,. 
201,1H9 , 3,168.776 

14,976 : 153,478 
137,384 : 916,99, 
31, 304 ' 2,308,109 

I 
146,~4 ~ 
20,384 I 

97,000 i 
I 
I 

44,720 i 

2,168,tl6 
1,490.236 
1,30i,514 
1,3~9.800 
~21,208 

664,404 
12,37G i 1,262,456 

1,16~,91)8 

197,600 
804,4f8 
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The preS('nt matl ~n-tce in Sew F411gland and Nf'w York ~ommenced 

t)n the 1st of July last. under lettingtt that took pl:,ce in ~fay; supersedmg, 
from the commencemPnt of thr current C"ontmct n•ar. so much of the sP.r
viceo ~tated in the forpgoing tnb!e as i~ eombra~Pd in thP ~orthe~~t~'>rn ~ec
tion. 

The post rontr" iu thrS(' Starr~ arr lf'l to t•outr;H'f ~ as fullow~: 

Statu. 

.... 
..!It 

~ 

I 

)fatnt ll.:l.)l 
Sew H•mf"hirt j 

.. !). 
Yeranont · · 3f;:! 
~tu ... achu~ett .. - l(lO 
Rhode (,.!anff - ~, 

(.;onnecaicut I ~11l 
!\ew Ynrk ~.6H 

I st. Hni'M' am/ ·"""'"''.V ,,,;f,,·. 

'· ~ .: 
t ~ 

~ 
... 
!> 

e 1 

~ 
I 

Jt)l) .... 
l!ll 10 
l!ll ~7 
~ _ .. , lh.'l 

:ll'l~ j;l!l 
'1,~30 t~t1 ' 

J.c:ugth of '""''"' 

-~ I .:i , ~ 

.. 
~. I. 

" ~ 

.~ .~ 
~ -

~ 

6 

~ 

s 

" £ 

-.: 
,.., 

t' -,,. 

~d. Stage ami conch. 

I 

.;; 
$ 

.. 
(J 

-
•;t 

"' ~ 
~ 

;.. 
~ 

1.781 
676 
580 
:'410 
ii9 
~33 

ti 1 5.5J8 

- ··- -·-,;-~-~.507 

)Iaine ~-- ·--·~:- ~;·r-~3;·~ I.O.i~: ·~~ f-- so 3~7:- ~ ! ·--~-~~9~6 
New Hamp!hirc · 51 1 147 1.14~ ~R4 ~~01 · l.&U 
Vertnont · : !)7 ! 309 A&l 39 : lib • 3BR: : . I 1.8t9 
Muaachuaett .. - t;O ! 7"1 ~.4~0 . ~~ ' 9UJ :.m;i 7 Sl· : 3,A~ 
Rhude (~land · · · I~ ; 37 104 : - ' 30 · l ' 186 
Conntcheut 137 R8o 359 7o; 73: 1,519 
Sew Y11rk ! t 187 ·l95 t 3.569 · l 457 §~.4.)'' 

1 
7,157 

' -----------.--.-- -- __ , __ --
MiiE'!t I 4~6 ~,!)31 .. ~~0,04A _}_~_i_:~~~~ ~.7i1UI --~ .. :~.3-~1_. 2 18,289 

Sd. Steamboat and railroad. 

~aauchu•ett,. - - - I ---~· -- -~~~·-- ~s-r~- ---~-4-~- 77 I ~69 
Cunneeticut - • - I · · 1 

• ·10 · · • I - 1 •o 
New Vurk -~i__.:_··\-11~ _· ~ ~:ltj8. -----~:~~~ 

Milts . ; . 38 • 3JO 3&3 • 44 ' 229 97f 
--··-· ... --- I -.. . - ' - I .. - ~- __ 

1 

.. I ___ ·--

e Le11 b)' 11 milu in c .. lculatiun of annu11l trantportathl'l, or au·raae of pa) 1 110nte of thw 
..er•ice not eatend•nr ll1rnngh tht yetr. 

t Let~ by 48 mUr•. * Lf'•• by 166 m•l••· ~ Le•• by l&s milr~. 
~; J .~'" t.y J 1 milrt. , J.l'l' b)· 2t6 mil~~•· .. '·"" h)' 38 !11iltJ. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

883 

---,------
~••ath of rouln. i 

. i 
; llo~~nd:~~,..~l Stf'~mboat ~ ---:c~.~ 
: taultey. · COoiC:h. 1 and i Tot.l. 
! ! rail·uad. : 

__ ) ____ -----.-1----- ___ . ___ _ --------
:\Iaine 
N~w Ham~hi1 ~ 
Vermunt 
:\lassachuHttt -
Rhod~ Island 
Counecticut 
~tw l'oak 

~quail" an lloliUll Intra..,· 
purtatiun of 

Compenution 

l,i81' 
~i& 
5@0 
:no 

89; 
533 

1,9261 3.';'07 t8i .4~!J 
l,AU1 :l,5i0 67,741 
1,8i91 :.!,409 61.599 
3,~'l8~ 'l~9 t,39i· 160,875 

186• :.!75 5,i87 
1,519!1 -ar 'l,o9!J: 55,74~ 

___ :._.s_38 -~-·1_5~. __ .,-_,s_: __ 13_,_3-;_o, 368,653 

9.50';' 1 t',289: 97" 
I 

28.770 

1807,3~6 

Th~ averag~ cost of this tran~portation, v~r mile, is 5~ cents tor th~ 
horse aild sulkev servicl': ~! centR for the sta~e and «.'u~cla sl·n·it'l' : and 10 
l.'1..·nts for tlu~ st~amboat aud railroad !,t'r\ ice.~ 

The foregoing is exclusive of 5iJ miles of aggrtg~te l~ngth•of mail sup
ply of sp€'Cial offict•s, under the 4th section 01. tlw act uf 1825, amounting 
to S-1,500 miles of annual transportation. the cost of which is c.ontinsrent, 
:md defrayed wholly out of the pro,·ecJs of saiJ offices; neither does It in
clude the steamboat co1n-eyance of ll•tt('rs and packets under the 5th and 
6th sections of tht> act ot 1825, as tlw expcust• then·of is not subj€'Ct to 
~~ertainmeut in a stat~meut ut thi~ kiud. Such convcvanct• extends O\'t>l 

some :ix or seven hundrl•d miles in ~ew E1aglanJ uwf~cw York. 
Since the c~ommel'cenwnt of the •·urrPnt eontract year, there ha'fe been 

f>Stablished t-levt:u daily (•xpress mail route~, extendin~ from Washin~on. 
by Frer.lerick, (!\larybnd,) Cumberlnml. Pniontowu, (Penn .• ) Wheel
ing, (Virginia,) Zauesvill(", tOhio,) Columbus, Daytou, ludiunupolis, (In
diana,) Terre Hantt·, alHI Vandal in. (Illinois,) to St. Louis, Plassouri,) 811 
miles~ ruuniug throu~h in thrt•e dnys and tweuty-une hours and a half; 
also, right daily f' xprPss mail mutes from Daytou, (Ohio,) by Cincinnati, 
Georgetown, (Kentucky.) Louis\•ilJP, Bowliug G rt'£'11, ~ustn·ille. (Tenn.,) 
Huntsville, (Alabama,) and Elyton, to )l•mtgonu·ry, 1i'I.S milt•s, through in 
three days and twch·e and a half hours: and u daily I'Xpr··~s muil from 
Columbia, South Caroliun. to Charlt>ston, 125 miles, throu~h in •·lt·Vt"JI and 
a half hours. ThP annual cost of thf'sr exprPs.~ mails is S~ 11 ,ti::5. • 

On the great daily line from Hnltimon~, by Whrf>limc uwl Columbus, t,, 
Cincinnati, conv~yanf'e iu vehirh·s nppr'opriated exclusivPiy to tlw mail, 
excepting three outside S(>ats for passt•ugPrs. hn11 hf:'£'11 suLstitutt•d for the 
ordinary post-coac~h transportation. Speed, at u !liv~u rntf' per mile, has 
been secured in the contral'ts, uml thP. wholt> mail •·xpedited to Cincinnati, 
!:O ar; to r.aul~e a ~~Lin of OUt! bu~iur"'' d3 y to thtt 1 pl1.u•e ~nJ twenty-four 
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hours tor all points beyond, at an advance in the COb"! of tl'1l08portation on 
that line of l57,3i8 per annum. 

The mail service in Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Mi.ouri, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Alabama, 1\ti~issippi, Arkansas, and Louisiaua, has been re
let. A part of it has gone into operation since the 30th June last: the 
chief portion of it will commence on the 1st January next, and the residue 
on the 1st July, 1838. Contracts and acceptances of bids have been 
made for -18,713 miles in extt>nt, amowtting to the annual transportation 
of q.944,S24 miles in horse and sulkey sen· ice, 5,148,208 miles in stage and 
coach, and 1 ,30S,264 miles by steu.mbouts and railroad~, at the annual cost 
of 11,136,733. A more particubr statement of the results of this letting 
is omitted at this time, as some of the routt>s are not disposed of. and the 
final arrangements of nearly the whole remain to. be closed. 

The improvements made since tht> 1st July last, in the mail service in 
the States not embraced in either the May or October lettings, add to the 
length of the routes 1,010 miles, and increase the annual transportation on 
horse and in sulkyes 56,99i miles, and in stage~ and coaches 161,87i miles, 
at the annual cost of •i6,819. 

The following is a prNtHdivt tzltibit of the service for 1838, as pro
vided for in the existing engagements, omitting the supply of special offices, 
and the letter and packet com·eyance by steamboats, under the 5th and 
6th sections'ofthe act. 

EXHIBIT. 

------- L~0-r-h--~ ii;,.;~~Ts~-~pand I s~~amboet l IUlkey. I co.ctl. and • Taa.l. 
rwt••· , 1 railroad. i 

Senice in the Statn not 
embnced in the let· 
tinp uf either· May or 
Octobtr • • 

A lab. nprtfl mail routH 
'fhe espre11 mail route• 

let thi• fear • 
'fhe Mar lettinp 
Improvements ~tiuce the 

Itt July in thf' States 
uot rmbracetl in thne 

r--- ------,---,--
1 ' 
t 

I I 

6~,474 I t>,fli,Siil s.gt5,oo• i")7,276 ' u,3&5,aog 
~791 903,111! . : 201,119 

1,631 I 1,187.3681 . l,l87,3M 
~8.770 ,· 1,486,9601 7,670,' 706,1ti0 . 9,863,190 

' ! 

or the October letting,. 1,010 6G,99g Vl8,ee. 
·rhe Octobfr lettira&A · 48,713 3,944,8h S,l48,i08 1,308,~61 10,401,196 

Miles -~~877 &;:;;~~~~95~ i.7fi.700:36.g;:;;; 
S. R. HOBBIE . 

• 


