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REPORT OP THE POSTMASTER GENERAL.

Pose Orrics DezanTars,
September 4, 1887,
To the Presinzxv of the Undded Stotes:

8in: IminoJistely after tho suspension nf specic puay-
monts by the bantsin New Yark, in May last, a circular
wia sent onl, direcling nll postmomera wha lal bren in.
strucied to deposita tho praceede aof their offcee in hanks,
1o retain them in epecic o meel the drafts of the Depariment.

To those who hail licen instroctad to pay directly 1o con-
Iractors, anather cireular tvavsent remitkiing them of thetr
duties and Jiabilities in refesence to e moneva o be co-
eeived and paid by them under cximing lawa,

fostiuctluna havo riroently boen Piearesd, Jdiecting tho
mannce in which returne ol cash on hand are hercalier ta
be inada (0 the Departinent, and forbidding (e loaning or
o¢o of 1ho moheya belongitig W the public for any puroee
whalsoovér. Toyies of 1hree papecs dre annexed, marked|
A2 K ond C.

In relotion to upwaids of 1en thaaxend af the post of-
fleew, Lhesa regulationt inake no chsrge. ‘T'heonly chunge
eHecied bY thesn iy 1hat shoul elovon hundred josimusters
who formceiy Jeposited thrir income in Iank=s  weekly,
monthly, or gquattetly, 200cding W it¢ amounr, now re-
1ain tbo roney in their own handa 1tll deawss for hy the
Departinent.  To aboul nine-Uinithe of these, the now sys-
teny ia more econvenicnt than tho old, on it saves them 1ho
trou ble of gow g or sending 10 the banke and proguring ceitifi-
cnlea of deposite; it Is equally salfe, ms their entire hulances
will be dzawn for as olten aa they are depmitad ; and il is
more cficieni, becoued meme poctmasiors who might neglect
to deposie will nal venluse I Jlishonor a draf.

T1'he pastchanters who will not clese their sconunts quar-
tesly, will nni, prakably, exceed ono hundred; snd tho
Latances in thoir Bands, frain Quarter 1o quarier, nro nol
likely, under a propet adminisiration of the Departmcul,
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Reporl of the Paslmasier General.

10 excesd, {5 ordicary \imes, ene or Iwo hundred (Sousend
dollars.  As Lbey pry NQaired 10 have (heir Delanessnlways
reasdy in goMd end miver, by Depariment will alunys bave
Be meotss of mevtiog its engagriienta; end i » defanht in
an indisidael case shoal) araasiamlly happen, nothiog Lke
s [=itn] eefusal to pay, & in the caee af the loke Jepuaile
banks, in ever 4o apprabemied.

It will over ba the true policy of the DePPriment not to
beve o larRe surplus; snd, conescquently, Bieso witl tw litile
t2 Hilrust to the cusiody of posumasiers or otbers, More-
over, thonwmberof post affices nuw inslrucied Lo we lain theie
faods, will de largely reduced upen an adjustment of the
colllicp oyl 1y the mai) smvice, as a0 gtd within
e lasd twelive sonihs.

Though ic wuw places convesierl, banksare not neces-
sary lo the eolleclion abd distuswemcol of the funds of ibia

ent. Io refevence o mose 1heo ten thoussad post
offices, the collectons and disburscments are ¢fectrd mure
expeditlausly and mese eonvenienily withoul the interpodi-
von of ban)s, than thcy could Le with it.  ‘I'be conirech
oin who arg credilors of the lMepariment, sre ilv colicerars
from poslmasiers, tmi the ::la‘um wthumwo‘lb ()
bul a0e oprrasiag. 1 is y ¢ ion e 3N
ol\er e close of each quartes. Tbe opezalion is ihe
Ams where the poeinmmise pay Lo codlraclors OpOp Lhs
dr\s of the Deparimen, though it 3= move 1ardy. The
few owete in refevence 1 which banks are 8 concculeece,
ae (Dove whose recei pla aze large, and sre not likely wo bo
ebuorbed ficar quucier to querier Ly the dialls of 1be De-
penment. ‘I'hey have generslly lron clwste ar cafen where
be apecio is kepe; snd, with o sirlctsupersision sud cote-
ful slicnlion to their bonds, they will widom, i ever, be
found in JefanlL

The cecemary (rapifers of fuida are effecied by Lhe De-
paniavenl witboul tnoopvenience of loss. Qv the A
mail rotlen, the expenditure 0 grreTally greater Vhan Lhe
10c00w ; a0 that afier (he cootraxtary have :eceived the en-
Ure reveras of (Be ofices szpplied by thotrt, bulacrys are n1ill
due. These balsaces 350 2s readily paid off by dewlts on
the postmesiers in he ciliva whase IS¢ aurplus asiees, as
they could be by checks ou Lenhs In the ssine places. 'The

rocess g rendoral the moce easy from tha fact that tho
ﬁuihul aurplug accrues ol (bose Polnile whens funds are Lhe
tovel valuable, pnicolnily st New York ; sothat the drafls
of Yw Depariment o pey balances in 1he most distani parie
aof e Union ere groeay beiler 1han cash, being availsble
(ot roeveuniile 1etiCacren.  Thua, the LeEmTy \racaise
of the Deparidhent vro readily cflertal: ecd es this clase of
ibinge w tot likely to ckangr, it would ecidom, if ever,
Yoo orxwary lor the Depariment (0 Iranspoit specio
flom ote point to ancibicr, if \beze was no? a bonk in ax-
lstence.

Upon tho suspension of the bonks, offorty wers mede in
®wmo quatent 1o cuopel tho Iljatuent Lo receive irre-
decasbie niyd Jeprecisied pajer for pasigges,  Law, julico,
snd public palicy, 1equired an infleallle 1esdstaoce of thrse
cfoste. Gold and miver am tho coly conslilutionsl and
legal currency of (be Uniled Blaves, snd nathing bat thay
currtocy, of its equivalest, can be legplly ofered W e
padlic ore in payaent, All tatos and pmangos gre
dmpoded in Wbl ewseacy, and al) codtracts are mads Ypon
ile bwia Tha public feith coub! be krpt, ncud the pub-
lic businees successiully camied on, oaly by s siricl al-
herense to the plain letter, ss well as obsiuun spiti, of thy
law.

The uadcrsigned ia hagpy 10 wiste thel a!l sttempts 1o
foroe the Drpanoent 0 recrive dJeprecinted paper were
won sbamlanal ; that Glle difficully hes beet ef pomncnd
Ln callating p=tagrs in specie, and none where the coen-
Gtica of chenge tickes has been wacmdully maicad ; and

thot (e errdit of the Departmenl hos been oh-
=palml  No: is a0y diicnlly lrwlhrn-hr:::lc (7]

.

agrs o190 coliocred in the consitolioval comveary of the
E:-itdm 841, <hovld Wb Oxvpanmeny be campelled
the ales

to Mcwves, and offer S0 ile cvmiitare, drprecain) n
iaved by hundreds nf embesread, foibiss, o bankru
co tions or iudivalusls, Bo sute €. kulaiwoo can ba M
3810 thy utsre; and IDere 44 lggoon 10 4P rebend genrasl
Jdeconion), ssvensive (aitures, ond deplorable diavgeniza.-
Uun theoughout the mell acrvics, ith whet face could
the Drpariment insist on, and romprl, 8 sicict performance
of cenien:l olligations by cvwntraciors, when stripped of the
power to tba cast sital il of the contancia oo far
o0 (be inicvest of e convacioy ¢ concerned) on ils owo

1t Joatics end ecutsd poliry alike demand o S od-

in the mail eervice. to be @sndard of valur, nod

1he Neais of coplrecy prescribed by the coanitulion. and
bithetto mricily mainiained, (excrpt for a shoet pesbod, )
emilat Lha calamities of wer.

Ou 1be wbole, no legisisiion ia NATERAY Lo mRintain
1be czedlt of this Degertincni, or enable it 40 thennge its
fiscal soncerna, the caisting laws bring deemc) ampsle lo¢
Uwee pur

1 heve the honor 10 be your otaxliadl servant,
AMOS KENDALL.

A.

Posy Orrice Dersnvxixy,
. 1837,
8.0 : Yoo will, until furihar o1ders, relsin 1he procents
af vour office in your hande in sprcie, Lo 10eel the U
of this Deperinent.
[ an,, reepecifully, your obedienl servani,

Pustmaster fl ————

Post Oevice Desanvxasy,
Agpointeent Office, Waskington, 8oy 1€, 1637.
8i10: | om insruciod by 1be Pastmesier Lieneal 10 ewll
y00r jaticulsr oltenion 10 (be foct, et Ihe rutes of past.
age, 89 eciabliabed by law, sre basod upou o lexal cur-
vency of the Uniwed Stsles, The following exiracta (rom
ke prinied regulations end 1be law, will cleazly sbow wiia
810 your dutivs and responsildlities in relation 10 the hind
of curTenty (o de rereive) for posiapge, vix:

' Yoo will nrcorive oothing Lut specde, oc s aquivalent,
for poslage *— bnstruclions fo Pasteadery, chapier 8,
soction €2, .

0 All peymenia Lo the Depunimwnt, wheiher cpon ia
drala or Ly deposile Ln bank, mew be in rpecio, or it
equivelent. No allowance can be mads 10 pasimesiers for
the deprecision of money recciesd for posege, nor ot
lvsaes Ly fire, rokbery, or theil."—Chap. 28, section 246.

Eztyue! from an acl of Comgress, appronid vn the 14£A
of April, 1836.

‘e Boe. 2. And d¢ it furtho enecicd, ‘Ibe, hereshes,
1o benk noire of Ioes drnamiastion (hed ten dollere, axd
thal from #0d efer 1o Bl doy of Masch, sopno Damiai
1937, no bank nole of lews demomination (ban twenty dol-
lars eball Le ofered 10 paymenl, in ARy cese whalsasver
which nwney is to bo paid by the United Biwasen, oc by tbe
Post Cffico Deparements nor shall any bank noto, ef sny
Jonominstion, be 50 oficicd, ulilnss the ssme ehall be plg-
abley and naid on dewmend in guld or silver coin at Lhe
placo wheze iraved, and whirb ahai] not be equivaleni to
epecio at Lite plese whero ollssed, aud convertible into geld
of silves upep Lba spoy, st tbe will of the Loldes, »0d with-
oul delay o loss to bim: Srordad That oclbing Berein
conieiocd adall bo ecnsirued 1o snale any thing but goid
or wiver s begal cruder by asy imdividoa), os by Lha Usniess
Hlates. ™
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Hence you will peeccive that, whatcver you moy teccive
for postage, you nre trsponsible for guld or silver; snd
that it is onlaw(ul for you to &lfcr in payment (o conlescl-
ore, or olhers, any nole of any lank which dues not pay
ite wotew in specie. A the Postuasier Gienseinl has no
wer Lo releyso ¥ab fiomn your teaponsililities under the
aws, and ox, on the eontracy, it is his Juts lo sce thero
fiidbfally executeS, he ban deemed it expalient o give yoo
this nulice, that you mey guanl yourself sgeinst Wes it the
collsrtion of your postagea.
Yoy respect(ully, your obedicnt servani,
ROBERT JOHNSTON,
Scaond Assistant Posimaster Generel.

C.

Yosdroastery, who mey be under ingtruclions (o relain the
proceeds of their ofees antil drawen for by the Depaiiment,
will obeerve the following rcgulations, vix :

Thase whoee neil proceeds wre five hundred dollars or
ronre per woek, will roparl ibe amoant weekly lo the De-
pariment. Proctions of weeke st the beginning and end of
Qquariere need not be reporiad wenarairly.

Those whome noit pruceeds are not fivo hundred dollacs
ptr week, hul amodnt 1o thal sum ¢r moro [wr month,
wil} veport them monthly, The 13t month of each fuecter
etod nol be repertad sopanately.

At the cnd of each qguarter, Bl postmasters ot drult of-
fees will immediatrly ancertain the smount of nell rovenve
arning at tbeir respective offices during the quasicr, and
repose it (erthwith Lo tho Departraciir, sctitig down Lhe
satne, M mny, which may bave becn repucied weekly
o¢ mosothly, ond dJedocdog them, thus exhidiing the bel-
eors not 7¢f-0ried.

All 1hoee reparis must he by letler addnessed w0 the Post-
raseter General, whieh must Le sent separalely: am! nol
ericlosed with tbc quaiterly accounts, or lied to them, or
lo any otha: letler or packet on othor bustiieas. Nor must
it be delayenl uniil tha w¢counts sio forwaeded, if it con be
een| sconer.

Poaimaaters will bot bo permitta) lo vse or losn oot any
of the moneys belonging tu the Departineni, but will kecp
tbemn alanys on hand 1o oveet its drafta. A violstion of
Whis teguiation will be cnosulered good gause for instant
remoss| end piosecotion. Exery daN "must be pald on
presootation.

The travolling agenla of the Departaient will bo fn-
structed (v enll occarionstly on tho dioR offices, witbout |
Bolice, for Lhe purpose of counting snd repotting the cash |
00 hand, and ecporting aleo the maaner in whish ttis kept-
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