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IIBPORT .. 
THE POSTMASTER GENERAL. 

• 
GzwzaAJ. POIT OrrrcB DaP.uT~rr.wr, 

Nowm6tr 3();,~. 1831. 

7b liN Preridtftt qf tlu United Statu: 

~ •• • The following report of the tnoactioos of this department, witb 
ita _p• .,~ and proepeeta, is respectfully submitted. 

Esperience bu demonstrated the fAct, that such improvements u facili­
tate intercounc by travelling, and at the aame time increue the expeditioD 
and frequency of mails on tha great leading routes, while they atrengthen 
the banda of trieodahip~ and promote both the moral and pecuniary interests 
oC the eountry, L :ing an increase of revenue to the department more thaa 
equivalst \D the , .1creaae of expenditure which they occasion. But the ex­
pense for tran11portation must be incurred before the revenue can be realized. 
I hav~ therefore, within the year ending the first of July lut, liven an in­
crease to the tran1portation and f'.eleritt· of the mails, far beyon that of any 
former year. Anticipating tlte law o the Jut seuion of Congrea for the 
eatablishment of a greater number of new post routes than was ever befol"f 
established in one year, it was deemed expedient, preparatory to meetin~ 
their expen~4J, to make great improvcmenta on such routes, and to confint 
them principaJiy to such routet u would tend, in a etill greater dPgee, t' 
enhance the revenues of the department, and in time to render that increa• 
a"ailable to the cxpcn!M!s of the new routes \\'hieh might be establi1hed 
The progrc11 of mail transportation i1 as follows: 

1'he annual transportation of the mail was, 
On the lit July, 1829, 

" ht July, 1830, 
u lit July, 1831, 
" ht July, 1831, 

13,700,000 milca. 
14,500,000 " 
15,468,69-i " 
83,G~5,0il " 

The increaH o~· the annual tran1portation of the mail waa, 
From July 1, 18i9, to July 1, 1S30, 800,000 milu. 

.. J&~,.r 1, 1830, to July 1, 1831, 968,692 " 
" 1uJy 1, 1831, to July 1, 1831, • 8 .• 166,3i9 " 
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The length of post roads in the United State. wu, on the fint Julylut, 
exclusive of those established by the law of the Jut aeatioa of Congea, 
J04,4fi7 mile-, viz. 

Kib 
In Maine 3, 170 

New Hampshire 2,270 
Vermont ~,337 
Ma~.1chu!etls -t ,65i 
Rhode Island 448 
Connecticut • 2,500 
New York 12,306 
New Jeney - 1,sss 
Pennsylvania 9, 783 
Delaware 424 
Maryland 1,953 
Michigan 940 
Ohio - 8,060 

In North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Geor~ia 
Florida 
Louisiana 
)liuissippi • 
Al:abama 
Tennenee 
Arkan~as 
Missouri 
Illinois 
Indiana 

)lila. 

6,485 
3,948 
4,171 

7Sl 
l,Oid 
1,074 
3,4SO 
5,478 
1,939 
1,521 
S,276 
4,445 

Kentucky 5,629 Makin& tosether, uaboft, 104,467 
Virginia 9,542 

' Over these roadt, the annualtranaportation of the mail wu, on the lat of 
J~ly, 1832: 

--- - -- -
In~. In st~am- On horRback Total. 

bO&ta. &io .. Jkies. 

Miles. Miles. ~ilea. • Jli1ea. 
In Maine . . 527,017 3,328 111,068 741, .. 1 

New Hampshire . 524,352 - 96,774 691,126 
Vermont . . 596,538 - 82,160 678,69 8 
)fusaehusetts • . 1,387,780 23,712 137,953 1,549,44tS 
Rhode Island . - 108,212 - 13,572 121,78-t 
Connecticut . . 507,075 - l!t4,416 661,491 
New York . . 2,88!J, 124 96,735 681,495 3,667,354 
New Jersey . - 494,482 - 96,368 590,850 
Peunsvlvania . . 21 351, 1S4 - 600,~;91 2,952,075 
Dclaw:ue . . fl2,67•l - 11,024 103,tiPH 
Maryland . . .'ii0,418 58,350 151,588 789,416 
Michigan . - lOS, 136 - 4:J.912 l.'S2,048 

Ohio • • - J,1Sl,!J09 17,150 510,926 I, 7:19,9~5 
Kentucky . - 5i!),()().j 4!i,OOO 510,4!J6 1,131, HlO 
Virj.(ini:• . - 1,1:36,2.50 RF-1,500 706,782 1,931,5!{~ 

NIJrth Carolina .. 7.'-H, 77!> 1.),2~8 3~61308 1 ,JSS,!Jil 
South Carolira:t - fii:J,S/"1.! - .246,064 8.5!1,~1-16 

Hcoqz;ia . . !,!"'i;J,.'i!l8 - 37.J,2Sli 6!W,~.;4 

.Florida . . 14,!WO - 48,808 f)3,3ti8 
Louisiana - . 4~,516 S,848 121,212 173;576 
Missi1111ippi . . 7B,002 - 2ll.•tfHi fUH1,4~1 S 

Alabama .. . 412,090 96,360 265,5~0 itH,o::o 
T('0JlCti!4CC . . 440,445 - 305,' 14 fH15 1 !l~D 

4rkanll81 - . - - 193,07G 19:3,076 
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MAIL TRANSPORT A TJON-CoDtiDwd. 

........ ...... Oabcu .... T.a. ...... ILia .we.. 
I 

"-- Jlilea. )lila. ... 
Ia llillouri . . . 19,108 - 116, 7fll lf,6,900 

DliDOil . . 110.314 - 183,110 ~~9S,4M 

IIMiiaDa . . 196,168 11,000 391,666 808,934 
. 

Total - 16,212,743 409,301 6,902,977 23,84!5,021 

-- -·- - - -·----

Them... el traDiportatioD withia the year endin& July1, 1831, hu ...., . 
In ~tap~ and ateamboats, - 5,Vt3,696 milel. 
0.Mrl ... k and iD ..akiea, 1,181,833 " 

MaiDDa 1DptW, • aboft, • 

~ual to more thaD half of tbe whole annual tnnaportation in the U oiled 
Statea, in 1819. . 

. A.-ong the improvementl made i~ the tnnspo~61tion oC the mail, lrom 
lair 1, l8Sl, to June 30, 18SI, are the following: 

The mail between the Atlantic Stalel and New Orleans, till November 
last, waa tran1ported but three timea a week. New Orlean• being the mut 
f.or all the western States, and the principal medium of merc:antile iotereoone 
between them and the commercial eitiP.s on the sea-board, the increue of 
mail facilitiet on the great mail rou&e to New Orleans W:tiJ a subject of deep 
intere11t both to the agricultural and commercial communitiet of more than 
half the Union. The whole of this line was, therefore, from V~ember 
Jut, improved into a daily line of four-hort~e eoache11 and steamiJOatl, for 
the distance of 637 miles, between Macon, Georgia, (where the daily line 
t.rcnerly ended,) and the city of New Orleans; and, \Vith auch increased 
apedition, that the mail is now transported from New Orleans to Waahin&· 
toa city in eleven day• and fourteen houn; to Baltimore in eleveD day• 
and tweaty-ono houn; to Philadelphia, during the saeamboat naviption, 
ia twelve day• and nine houn; and to New York in thirteen day•. 

The mail1 which were formerl;; transported but three times a week be· 
tween Augusta, Georgia, and Savannah, 119 miles, and from Augusta to 
Charle1ton, South Carolina, 144 miles, havo both been improved into daily 
routel, in four-horse post coaches, extending the Yme arlvantagcs to those 
eiLie1 which were tsnjoyed by other• in their intercour~ with New Orleans, 
and with the louri"hing mercantile townA through the centre or Georgia. 

TIM roulellrom Cole.ambia and from C'amden, South Carolina, to C1iarlet· 
too, ha•• been iulreued fro• tri-weeklr to dailylinel or ~t coaehet. 

A. liM ol Milt ... hu been ..Ublilhecl from the mouth or St. Joho'• 
liftf', to 1&. .lupttiae, b7 •11111 ol wbi•n, the aoramualeation bJ 1tape 



• 
ia esteDded rrom the Dorthera State• aloes the borden or the otean, to St. 
Aupatine. Tbil is ·the fint 111• route ettahliahecl in East Florida. 

The route from Nor(olk, Vi'linia, by Edenton, North Carolina, New­
bern, ~ilmiapo, and Smithville, to ~wn, South Carolina, hu been 
improYed into a tri-weekly line of foar-00.. post e01ehe1, eonnectin1 with 
tbe ~tamboat mail between Baltimore and Norfolk, and 11.1eh expeclition 
pY811 to the whole, th ... the mail on that Jine is arried to Charleaton, Soutlt 
Carolina, in lteamboatl and po1t eoaeba, from Phil..telphia to Norfolk, 900 
ales, ia tweDty-eiP.t houn; to Edenton, 978 mila, an forty-two houri; 
to Newbem, 470 males, in filty-eisht boun; to Wilmington, 568 mila, lo 
eilhty boun; and to Charleston, 766 miles, in five daya and two lleuN. 
~route lrom Salem, North Carolina, to Shown's erouroada, Teones­

lee, and thence to KnoxYille, 251 miles, hu been increased from onee to 
twiee a week, in post eoaehes. perfeetinp; a line oC coaeha from Norfolk, 
ViJW~ia, and (rom Raleisb and Fayetteville, North Carolina, to Knoxville 
aDCI Nashville, Tennessee. 

11ae route from Bean's ststion, Te., to Lesin~on and Fnakfort, Ky., 
au been improved from a semi to a tri-weekly line of post coarhes; anti a 
line oC post coaches has been established from~~~~ N.C., to Wythe c. h., 
\'a. These two improvements, together, perfeet a tri-weekly line or poat 
coaches from the southern part of Virginia, and from the Carolina•, to the 
~eat of govemment in Kentueky, and ioto all the northwestern States. 

The routel from Frederick• burg and from Richmond, V a., by Char­
lottesville and Louisburgb to GuyaDdotte, have been improved (rom a tri­
weekly to I daily line o( post coaches, and, in eonnexion with it, a daily line 
oC atPamboal mails has been established from Guyandotte, in V a., by Cin­
cinnati, Ohiot to Louisrille, in Kentucky. A tri-weekly line of pod eoachea 
hu also been establilbed rrom Guyandotte, VL, by Catl•ttsburgh, Ky., .... 
Mouatsterlins. to Lesington. 

The route between Louisville, Ky., and Nashville, Te., has been lm­
proftd from • tri-weekly to • daily line or four-hone post eoaehee, and 10 
expedited u to run through, 174 mile!', in lea than two days; and the tri­
weekly route between Cincinnati, Ohio, and Georgetown, Ky., has in like 
maoner been changed into a daily route. Thele l\VO improvement• perf'eet 
the daily mail communication in poet eoaeheoa between the .eata orr.· Yem· 
ment in Ohio, X:entueky, nnd Teoneseee, by way of the commereia aowaa 
or Cincinnati and Louisville. 

A line of post coaches, three times a week, hu been estabti .. hecl between 
Columbia, ·re., and Huntsville, AlL, whieh completes the intereoune iD 
ooaehes from the -t ol govemmeot in Alabama, to Nashville, Te., aDCI to 
the States north of Tenneaaee. . 

. Tri-weekly m:lil eo•ehes haYe been eatablishecl from Frankfort, Ky., and 
f'rom Cineioaati aod Columbu, in Qhio, ta Indianapolis, the eeat of govern­
ment, io lndianL 

The route Crom Lower Sandu1ky, io Ohio, to Detroit, in Michigan. 101 
miles, hu beeo iocreued from throe times • week to a clailv line of r,.. 
hone poet eoaebe1, and 10 expedited at to. ruta throush in al1ttle more thaa 
oaeday. . . 

The wJ-Ie liae Croaa Wuhinron eity aad from Baltimore, Yia Wheel­
i~ Ve., to Cincinnati, Ohio, ao to Ma11_!ille, Fnnkfort, 1nd LouimDe, 
K.J., bu been 10 e~ited u to nan from Wuhin~n aad f~ Baltimore 
to Wlteeli•s Ia two ctar-r ... to Frukfart i• &n d•J•; .. tios tht u.e .. 
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.. CiMi•Mi ... to rna~tr.t two .. ,. ... tlu wu ..... oceapied Wore. 
,. ..0 •1 DOW be ~t duriDI tM IIIIDIIIB lrraDptDeDt, f10aa 
W~ eityud from Baltimore to Wheelina. 1'70 miles, io two daya; 
ta CiMiMIIi, 810 .W., ia Mr da~; to Loui-..ille, Ky., in lYe daya; IDd 
to Nllbrille. Te., ia llftD daya. Frona Philadelphia to the ulfte placet, 
hat tweln boun ... are~- The winter arnDpmeat "ill require 
two ~JI more for tbe wbole diltance. 

Tba maila betweea Philadelphia aocl PiUtborp h•.e been 10 ~ited 
u Itt nan throup in lilly.aix houra. The DU~il is faOW tranaported froa 
W -~ city and from Baltimo~, via PitlsbafKh, Pa., Cleaveland and 
Lower S.nduaky, Ohio, \n Detroit, in )fichipa, by daily Jines of four-hone 
p01t ehoacheJ, in six daya and fourteen hours, and from Philadelphia in 
ann d:.JI; bein~ three dayaless than the time former!)· oc:c:upied. 

A line of four-horse post coaches hu been established from Detroit, to rua 
three times a week across the Tenitory of 1\Iichigan, 195 miles, to the towa 
of Niles, on tbe river St. Joeph, and to run through in leas than three days. 

The whole route has been improved intc. a daily line of~ ccac:hee from 
Washington city aod Baltimore, bv York, Pa, Harriaburid\, Northumbet'­
land, Williamsport, and Bath, N. ·v., to Bufralo, on Lake'Erie, and 10 ex-
peclited u to ~n through in fin days. . 

Many other improYem~nta have been made, snd in other sections of tbe 
c:oUntry, of co01iderable ma~itude; especially in expediting and perfecting 
the mail intereour~tt between the United States and the British provin~es 
upon our borden. 

These improvements, \vhich have considerably enhanced the expenses of 
the department, have already produced an increase ef revenue that tegina 
to be aensibly felt; and promise, within a short time, more than a remunera­
tion for all lheir eosL Though impro\·emcnts always incur an expense be­
fore the revenues which they yield can be realized, )·et with all the inercue 
of mail facilities dur.ng the year ending the 30th of June, 1832, the revenues 
of the department have, within a very inconsidenble 1um, equalled ill ex­
pen~e~o 

The reveaue of the department, compri11ing the whole amount of poJtage• 
accruing within the year commencing July 1, 1831, and ending June SO, 
18S2, amounts to - • • .. $2,251!'1510 1 i 

The expenditures of the department within the aamo 
petiocl, were, 

For compensation to postmasters .. I 71.5,481 68 
For transportation of the mail • • 1,482,507 21 
For ineidcotal expenses 68, 111 45 

Making an eseess o(eJCpenditure beyond th"' 
re\'enuc for the year, of • • 7,530 18 

\'\'ithin the llrne reriod there \VII paid into 
t'he Trea~ury o. the U nlted Statet, by ir-
"'$U1ar depuaites, the IUm of .. • 71 . 31 

)lakanr;, together, 1 reduction of the fund• of 
the departmerat of • • • '71601 48 

The aurplut fund anila\le to the department oa the lat of 
.July, 1881, IIIUmias thli tJae whOle amoaat or poltap 

2,266,100 35 
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..-. r... Jal71, 1111, w ..._ eoJ~eetea, ...... 
~-.. • - - - - J • 

,.. wlaiela ..... the abow- or 

•• 
11"411 •. 

7,101 ... 

AM die _,- aftillble r.-Wilt oa tlae lit J.t7, lUI • ... 811 40 
,. __ ., ... ~t .... 
~ ..... ,....u .. Ja.e 10, 1111 11,707,418 41 

Juae 30, 1830 l,UO,AS 10 
lue SO, lUI 1,117,811 54 
Jwae SO, 1131 1,158,570 17 

n.e ina.. or po111p onr that ot lhe precedioa Jell' ..., 
Por the,., eodtos June 30, 1819 1108,540 47 

June 30, 18SO lfS,lK &8 
June 30, 1811 147,118 44 
June SO, lUI 110,718 es 

Heins a pter inereue for the year eoclin& Juoe 30, 18SI, bJ 
1113,530 11, than accrued duri111 any preeedias ,.... 

'nlia may t.e aUributed, principally, to the hapr¥~tl iA mail faeilitiel; · 
and the increue for the eurrent year may be afely eatimated at a still greater· 
amauoL The eontnetl fer the eutem aectioa ol tbe Uoitecl Statea, c:ont- • 
'priliDJ New York aad the New Eosfaod Stat., aU upire oo the Slat ot 
December ned, ud have just ~teen renewed, together with new eontraett 
for tnDipOitiQ& the JUi11 On tbe roate8 eatablilbed bylaw of the 1ut .... 

~==amount paid for tnnaportin1 the mail in that Bee· . 
tion, under the old eontnets, il • · - · ISS8,145 91 

ne annual amount whieh will be required under the new 
eontraeta in that teetion, ineludius all the old routes, with 
maray1mportant imprevementl; al10, for 142 new mail routa 
establiJhed in that .eetion by the la'v of Jut ~e~~ion, ia • .fi 1, t Sl 11 

Making Ill inereue of expenditure in that seetion or • 88,110 17 
"The eonlrads have aiSG been m&de for the new routel esta-

blished by the law « lalt ~e~aioa in the other aectiont, 
amountin~ to 1 s, 111 mi&e. of new polt roads, on SIS new 
routa, .£or the annual au• of 71,94S '16 

.aequiring together an annual increue oC expenditure of 

' 'fhete C:OGtnCtl wiiJp into operation r.ID the lit of January 
next; aed within the year which will terminate on the 30th 
June, 18SS, one half ofthe:above inerea11 will be incurred, 
amouati._g to - • • - • - 151,078 01 
At I reuonable eatimate or ·the _progreaeive inereue or revenue Crom poll· 

~' there will be more than a au•cieocy to meet this aum. • . 
The inereue of poatagea Cor·dley .. endin1 the 90th lune, 1831, wu, • 

tbove 1tated, 1160,758 69 above th01e of the preceding year; but, In an ia· 
, .... or poetapa, there is a conwpolldins increue or· commiatlona for eom­
\ llntltion to po1tmuten. 

After deducting th• commi•lont, the remainder, ccutltutins the filii 
-aroceeclt e( pott.ap, i1 appliaaWe to the paymentl for tra~rtatiOD ol t.be 
: .. n., •• Cor the iaaiclutll a,ea• of tbe de,......_t. Tlae ftlll ,,... 
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eeedl ot postap Cor the year eudin1lune SO, 18ft, e1reeeded th011 oC de 
peeediDIJear •180,S05 4S. If tlie ntio of inereaae in the run prOeeeda 
01 ~p for the year which will end OD t.Jie 90th June, f8SS, JhaJI ODiy 
ecptl tliat or the year endia1 .June so, 1891, it will amount to the aum 
el ti96,SIS' 06 above that or the rut year, which will eseeed the addi­
tional ameant required for taaaportation f»y more than a hundred thouand 
.tollan, pNYided DO farther improvementl aball be made, without esti­
mating aDJ thin1 for postaps that may arile on the aew route~. But 
a greater ntio or iacreue of t:he wett amouot or revenue may be fairly 
ealeulatetl apon from the very estenai•e impronmenta which have been 
-.de; aad the ~DtJ of poebnuten for tfle qUarter ending OD the lit 
ol Octobu Jut, 10 far u they have been esamine«<, esbibit an inereue 
oC Mil ~· oC J)Oita&e• at the nte or 8180,000 a year above thote 
of tbe year eadio& OD the SOth of lone, 1891. 

There were in U.e United Statea on the 1st of Julf• 1831, 8,888 poll 
..Sees. The number oo tl\e SOtb lune, t·sss, wu 1nureued to 9,105. 
The CODitaDt 1Uperviaion of that DUmber of poatmuten, correctilfKabu~ 
nforcinK the atriet obaenance or· tlae laws and instructions, and, abon 
811, requirin1 oC each to aeeount faithfully and promptly Cor all the poet· 
apa receincl, are eaeotially neee•ry to all the other operation• of·the­
department; and wliile the preaent eystem is 1trietly adhered to in the 
arder o( tbe tran81etiODI of the department, it ia confidently believed 
that ita operations will be attended with harmony and IUceeae. 

. 1 haTe tbe honor to be1 
With bi1h repnl; 

Your obedient lei"Yint, 
WILLIAM T. BARRY, 

PwlmiJ.IItr Gentl'al. 


