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REPORT 

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL . 

• 
PosT Oi'J'ICB DBPABT:OJENT, 

" 28t/a NovtmiJer, 18311. 

To the President of the United Stales: 
S1a: The following report of the progress and condition o£ this Depart· 

mentis respectfully submitted. 
The revenues :>f the Department, being the amount of postage~ within 

the year, commencing .,on the 1st of July, 1830, and ending the 30th of 
June, 1831, were , • - 11,997,811 54 
The expenditures of the Department, within the same 

period, were - - - -
Being for compensation to postmasters 

For transportation ot" the mail 
},or ir:cidental expenses • 

i635,028 48 
1,252,226 44 

48,304 44 

Leaving an excess of revenue beyond the expenses of the 
Department, amounting to - • - -

Of this sum there have beeu paid into the Treasury (be· 
ing irregularly deposited by co!ler.ting officers) 

Showiug a balance in favor of the Department, of -
The surplus of revenue on the 1st of July, 1830, as stated 

in the report of l:u1t year, amounted to 

'rhus the surplus revenue at the disposal of the Depart· 
menton the 1st of July, 1881, was • 

1,935,559 36 

62,252 18 

.563 51 

61,688 67 

148,724 22 

$210,412 so 

This surplus, reported as available, and at the disposal of the Depar:ment, 
i1 founded on a statement in the report of the late .l?o8tmaster Genr..:-al, of 
1898, and on the assumption that all the po11tages which have accruecl since 
my first report in 18~0, will have been collected. Of the post:tgc~ return· 
ed within that time, it is confidemtly beJievecl the loue1, jn colJectiun, wiU 
not amount to one·fourth of one 11er centum. 

The whole amount of postages from July ht, 1888, to 
July ht, 18i9;was • • • • • 11,707,418 4J 
From July lit, 1829, to July ht, 1830 • 1,850,583 10 
From July Jst, lR30, to July ht, 1831 ~ 1,007,811 .14 

z---~ 
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The inereue of postaps within lhe year ending July 1st, 1829, above 
the amount or the year preceding, ~·u - - 1108;540 47 

The increue of the year endin~ July ht, 1830, aabove 
the amount of the year preeechng. wu • - 143,16·1 65 

Tho increase of the year ending July 1st, 1831, above 
the amount of the year preced.in~t wu 147,228 44 

The expen!ICS of the Department tor the year precec.ling July 1st, 1828, ex-
ceeded its revenues in the sam of - - - 825,015 89 

I<'or the year preceding July Is~ 1S29 74,714 15 
For the yfJ3r preceding July 1st, 1830 82,12-l 8.'\ 
But for the year precerling July 1st, \831, the revenues of 

the Department have exceeded its expenditures in the 
sum of 62,252 18 

The favorable terms upon which the contracts were last yPar made r;; 
the tran!lportation of the mail in the !Outhern divit~ion, commencing on the 
1st day of January last, have assisted in producing the re~ult exhibited by 
the following fact: The revenue of the Deportment for the half year begin
ning with the 1st of January last, exceeded the expenditure for the !'Dme 
ptriod in L.'le sum of - • - - - 175,475 91 
\Vherec~s for the half year preceding the ht January, 1831, 

the expenditure exceeded the revenue in the sum of - 13,223 73 

The difference in which results constitutes the execs.~ of 
revenue over disbursement for the year now reported, of 6~,25i 18 

From the 1st of July, 1830, to the 1st July 1831, the transportation of the 
mail was increased, in stages, equal to • • 83·1,450 miles a year. 
On horseback and in flulkiea 134,252 miles a y~ar. 
Making an annual incr~a.~ of transportation equal to 968,702 miles be
yond the amount of any former per1od. 

Many routes have also been improved, by substituting stages for hor~e 
mails, to the annual amount of 36~, .:.·n miles. 

The total annual increase of 11tage transportation ~rom July 1, 1830, to 
July l, 1831, waft • - • • • 1,1&6,771 miles. 
The annual decrease of transportation, OD hors~back, 

within the aarnc time, by aubstituting stages, was 228,069 miles. 

Making the annual increase os abo\·e, equal to 968,708 mile!!!. 

On the lit of July, 18Sl, the ann 'al· transportation of the rnail wa,, · 
In sta&e• and ateamboat• • - • 10,728,948 miles. 
On horeback and in aulkios • ·• • 4, 740,944 miles. · 

Making the whole annual t. .. :nsportation equal to 15,468,692 milet. 
,.; 

Other improvement• are also dete;·mintd oa, in which remote parta or 
the country aro immediately interested;· arnong them ore, the establish
mont of a regular steamboat mail on the river Ohio, between Guyandotte, 
in Virgi11i1, Cincinnati, in Ohio, and Louisville, in Kentucky; to form n' 
,taily cunnesion with the line of post eoachr.ll from thi11 ptaeP., and frmr.' 
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Richmond, in V ir~inia, to C.uyandotte; IDl\ the improvement Of the route 
to a daily line between Macon, in Georgia, Mobile, in Alab:una, and New 
Orlt-:ms, so as to constitute a daily intcreourR between NC'\v Orlean, and 
the Atlantic eitiH, utf "ith a· ddplteh of tweiYe days betn·ecn .New Or. 
lc:maJ and tbis city. · 

These twl) improvements are a1teady in a state of progress, and it is ex
pected \\"ill soon be in complete operation. 

The eontracts for tr.ansportin~ thf" mails in the middle (livision of the 
Union, C'omprisin~ the StJtci tJI'Ncw Jer~y, Pennsy11ani3, .Delaware, Ma
ryland, Kemueky, and Ohb, and the Territory of Michil(an, will end with 
the present year. In renewing the eonlr.icta for thi!! division, pro...-ision has 
t:een m:ule for stage accommoda~!an o\·cr 560 miles of post ro:uls, on whkh 
the m:~il h:.ad hefor~ been c:1rried on horseback, and on which the :mnual 
transportation in st:tges wm, frortt the 1st of January next, amount to 62,~f)5 
miles. On 1,803 miles of post road .. , where the mail is already canied in 
stages, the frequency or trips will alro be increased to the annual ::tmount of 
407,!i;'l4 miles. By these afrange!nents, an nnnual increase of stage trans
portation is secured, from the 1st of January next, of 469,889 miles on that 
section. 'fbe value of these improvements, at the lowest estimate; is as tol
lows: 

469,8.::f9 miles of stage transportation, at ·g cents per mile, - 842,290 01 
. Deduct 62,365 miles of horse transportauon $Upcrseded by 
st.ages, at 4 cents per mi,le, • - . .2,494 60 

Nett value of the impro.vem~nts, - • ~30, 795 41 
The acceptances ior the new contracts, btsidCJ the IC)curing .• 

of these improvements, are ~not so great a1 tba amount bolt' . ,.,. 
paid for t.he tranaportation on that. division, by $51,787 18. 

: 'fhe renewal of the conttactt, therefore, saves in money, to 
·tho Department, the sum of. 51,787 18 

\Vhleh, atlded to the value or the improvements, cffc:cts a 
~aving of • • • - • - • $!H,682 59 

Other impro\·canents, highly important in theirchoracter, ore proposed, tht 
decision• on which have been deferred for further eon!ideration. lt is, ho\V• 
ever, anticipated, from the sovinK which has b~en offeeted in renewing the 
eontraet», that tho Deportment will poasosa the ability to mtt.ke eome further 
improvt.ments in this difision ofmnil routes. · · 
· Thcrr. :tcre, on the ht of July lost, s,osG po~t offices. 'fo tho plan 1.ulopt• 

ed for th,..:r ~upervision, ·and the \'igilaneo with whieh it ts ohMrved, tO·· 
~etht ·· · 1· the ·system of finance wlalch is strictly odhored to, may be at .. 
•ri~,I.J~' ·1 ••• , no amaH degree, the inerca1ing l>rosperity. of the Department. 

I hBt'e the honor to be, · ··· 
With high regard, 

Your't•bedient servant, 
• 

·"' · W. T, B·.~RRV 


