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REPORT

or

PosT Orrice DEPARTMEKRT,
18th November, 1826.

Siz : I have the honor to submit to you a statement of the opera-
tions of this Department, for the year ending the 1st July last.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servaut,
JOHN McLEAN.
The PrEstENT oF THE UNITED STATES.

Post OFrFice DEPARTMENT,
18th November, 1826,

Within the year ending on the 1st July. 1825, there was received

for postage, the sum of - - - $1.252.061 32
The expenditures during that year, were - 1,206,584 42
Leaving a surplus of receipts of forty -five thousand

four hundred and seventy-six dollars and ninety cents 45.476 90

The receipts for the year ending on the 1st July

fast, were - $1,388,416 82
For the same period, the expenditures amount-
ed to - - - - - - 1,309,316 21

Which leaves seventy-nine thonsand one hundred

dollars and sixty-one cents of receipts above the ex-

penditures - - - - - 79,100 61
A comfparison of the above receipts, shows an in.

crease of revenue, during the last year, above the

preceding one, of one hundred and thirty-six thon.

sand three hundred and fifty-five dollars und ffty

cents.
From my report of last year, it appeared that the

means of the Department, (including a reduction of
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expenditure of forty-seven thousand eight hundred
and twenty-one dollars and twelve cents,) for the
year ending ist July, 1826, excceded those of the

year ending 1st July. 1823 - 8 185,537 32
To this may be added the receipts of the last 3nr
above those of the preceding - 136,555 50

Making three hunthied andl twenty-one thousand
cight hundred and ninety-two dollars and eighty-two
cents of revenue for the last year, above the rcrﬂpu
of the year ending 15t July, 1823 - 321,802 82

This amount, it will be observed, inc ludcs no palt
of the old debt.

The increase of the revenue of this Department avises, in no in-
considerable degree, from the facilities which have larely heen given
on important routes. and the growing confideuce of the public, in the
safety and regularity of the mail.

Since the last annual statewent, contracts have been made for an
additional transportation of the mail in stages. two hundred and fifty.
nine thousand three hundred and sixty four wiles, and. on horseback,
sixty-nine thousand one hundred and ~m\ miles, anmially.

This transportation. when addded to the increase of the two preced-
ing years. will show an angmented conveyance of the maillin compa.
rison with the year 1825, of one million cight hundred and fifty.seven
thousand three lumdrﬂl and forty -five miles,

Seven hundred and fourteen Post Oftices have heen established with-
in the past year 3 these, when added to those established in the two
preceding years, make seventeen kundred and fifty-four.

A comparison of the above augmentation of revenue. transportation,
and Post Oftices, with former years, will show the rapid extension of
the operations of this Departent.

In 1801, the veceipts for postage were - - $320.143 00
The increased revenue of last year. over the year
ending 1st July, 1828, as above stated - - 521,892 B2

—— e — —

Leaving fourteen hundped and forty.nine dollars
and eig l|t) Awo cents more than the total revenue of
1801 - - - - - - 1,449 82

The angmented transportation of the mail since 15t July, 1823, is
equal to its comveyance throughout the Union in 1800,

In 1806 there were but seventeen lindred and ten Post Oftices ;
there are now six thonsand two hundred and eighteen ; seventeen hun-
dred and fifty -fonr of which have bren vst.\hhsh(-d since 1stJuly, 1823,

On the contracts which have been lately made for the South and
Southwest, some reduction of expense his been effected, though great
additional facilities have been given.

On the route by the way of Huntsville. Columbus, Jackson, and
Natchez, to New Ovleans, under the new (nntl acts, the mail will be
carried in covored carvigges,  Steges have Leen estublished to run
three trips weehly, between Millmlgt-\'illo, in Georgia, und Montgo.
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mery, in Alabama, and thence to Blakely, when steamboats canmot
ply to Montgnmery.

From Blakely and Mobile to New Orleans, the muil will be con-
veyed three trips weekly, in steamboats.  On this route the great
mauil 1o New Orleans will be transported in four days less time from
Washington City, and all places North of it, than on the route by way
of Natchez.

A new principle has been incorporated into the late contracts,
which, it is believed, will produce great regularity in the conveyance
of the mail.

Excuses for delays and total failures have always been heard, and
when it appeared that the obstructions were such as could not be over-
come, no penalties have been imposed.  Under this practice, it has
been found that carviers often endeavor to avoid the ¢ffects of theirown
negligence by statements which exempt theie employers from fines.
This presents a strong inducement for them to magunify dificulties
and prucure certificates from persons with whom they may have in-
fluence, cortvborative of their own allegations.  T'o remnove this mo-
tive and induce the utmost exertion. by the late contracts, a penalty
follows every ailure, without regard to the cause producing it. As
this penalty is increased by the addition of every seven minutes® delay,
and as a failure to conmect with a depending line, through any want
of exertion, may furteit the contract, no greater inducement can be
offered to insure a punctual delivers of the mail,

On the 1st July. 1815, halances were due from contractors, Post-
masters, and late Postmasters, amounting to - 8 391,994 59

There was duc to conteactars, for services ren-
derved prior to that time, which should be deducted,
the sum of - - - 526,548 64

Amaunt of debts since ascertained to
be bad - . . - ar.si4 24

Suits pending and judgments, amount-
ingto . - - - 149.300 €0

Estimated ameunt of balances com-
posing a part o the debt ubove stated,
which have been adjusted by credits 30,000 00

— . rs 253,862 88
8 158,151 71

From this sum deduct the amount of the expendi-
tures over the receipts for the year ending 1st July,

1824 - - - - - - 12,587 55

S 145,744 36

Amount of receipts above the expenditures for the
Year ending 18t July, 1823 - . - 45,476 90
Excess of receipts over expenditures for Jast year - 79,100 61
. . ) S 270,521 &7
This sum is subject to the order of the Department.
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As the means of the Dopartment are ample to meet all ite

ments, and any reasonable amount of uddli’lti:ml e iture W
Congress may think proper to authorise, by the lishmeat of new
routes, it is desirable that its contingent expenses and the salaries of
its officers should be paid out of its own funds, and the Treasury be
relcased from the usual appropristions for that purpase.

Fifty thousand dollars might be saved annually by the disconti.
nuance of unproductive routes.

Under the law at the last session of Congress, roquiring
the mail routes from Columbus, in Mississippi, to Douke’s, and from
Chatahoucha, in Georgia. to Line Creek, in Alabuma, to be repaired,
contracts have been made and the work commenced.
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REPORT

Gexeral Lanp Orrice, 15t December, 1826.

Sjr : Referring to the report made by me on the 15th of Deccmben
1825, and then submitted to you, I have now the honor to state that
the whole of the very heavy arrcarages uf the business of the office
has been brought up ; and that the current business of the office. in
all its branches, bas becn brought up to the present time. su far as the
returns have rendered it practicable; and 1 feel great satisfaction in
adding, that, with few exceptions. the returns of the Registers and
Receivers have been promptly and regularly made, and that in mast
of the cases where there has been delay in making their returus, satis-
factory reasons have been assigned for such delay. ‘The paper No.
1 exhibits the periods to which the quarterly accounts of the Re-
ceivers have been returned, the periods to which they have been ad-
justed ; and the amounts in the hauds of the Receivers at the dates of
the accounts respectively. The paper No. 2 is a statement sho\sinﬁ
the cases where the returns of the Registers have been delayed, an
the causes of such delay, so far as they are known to this otlice.

In respect to the Surveying Department, so fur as it is connected
with this oftice, I have the honor to state, that the returns of the
Surveyor General, whose surveying district embraces the States of
Ohio and Indiasa, and the Verritory of Michigan, are regularly and
promptly made, aud that there are no cxisting embarrassments in
relation to the business of that office.

In the surveying district embracing the States of Illinois and Mis-
souri, and the Territory of Arkansas. cvery possible excrtion is
made by the very ablc ofticer at the licad of that Department, to bring
up the very heavy arrcarages which existed in that office previous
to his appointment, and to execute the current business.

In the district cmbracing the States of Missixsippi and Louisiana,
geaat embarrassments exist in the Surveying Department, and parti-
cularly in relation to the surveying and preparing for patenting, the

rivate claims in the State of Louisiana. 8ome of the causes of em-
arrassment can only be removed by the interposition of legislative
regalations. On tl‘nis subject | made a communication to the Chaire
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man of the Land Committee of the House of Representatives during
the last <cusion of Congress : and withnt somne further legal provi-
“sions, | have great doubts whether the present incumbent will be able
to surmount the cxisting difliculties attending the exccution of the
surveys in that district.

In the surveying district which embraces the State of Alabama, the
surveying has generally been executed with the exception of the sur-
veying ol the lands lying South of the 5ist degree of latitude in that
State.  This particular tract of country furnied a part of the sur-
veying district cmbracing the States of Mississippi and Louisiana,
but, by the Act of the gxth of Felruary, 1824, it was attached to the
surveving district of the State off Alubama,  As, however by the ex-
isting lavis, the surveying of the private claims in this tract of coun-
try. whichinclude a large porticn of the best band in it, is subject to
the direction of one of the principal Deputy Surveyors for the State
of Lovnisiana. it bas been decmed expedient to suspend the surveying
mrally. until the surveying of the private, as well as the publi

s, shall be placed by legislative enactment uuder the entire con-
trol of the Surveyor for Alabama. A communication cmbracing this
subject has been made to the Chairman of the Land Committee of the
House of Representatives,

In the surveying district for the Territory of Florida, the survey-
ing of the public lands has progressed with as much rapidity as was
desirable. 1t is, however, indispensably necessary for the further duc
execution of the surveying business in that Territory, that legislative
provision be made for the surveying of the private land claims in Flo-
rida.  Had the bill in relation to this subject. which was reported to
the House of Represcatatives at the last session of Congress, been
acted upon, and passed, it would have enabled the Surveyor to have
closed the surveys of the private and public lands in that Territory
within a very short period of time.

The arrearages of the husiness of this office having been brought up,
and all that portion of the business relating to military land claims of
every description being very much diminished, it becomes my duty to
state that the number of the Clerks in this office, may, with a due re.
gard to the public interest, be diminished,  Previous to the Act of the
20th of April 181¢, the number of Clerks in this office had been in-
creased, with i view to expedite the issuing of the military land pa-
tents to the soldicrs of the late war.  The Act referred to authorized
the employment of twenty-three Clerks in this office. and fixed the
compensation, «hicli amointed to twenty-two thousand five hundeed
and fifty dollars, and regulated their <alaries agrecably to the annexed
schedule marhed No. 5. But, as the duties assigned to, and required
of the respretive Cloyks in this office, in no manner corresponded with
the amonnt of the salaries which they respectively received, and as the
Act ot 1818 had fixed the salaries of the Clerks in this oftice in a ratio
very disproportionate to the salavies of the Clerks in all the other De-
partmenty of the Government, its provisions have operated unequally
and injuriously in relation to this officed
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It is believed that seventeen competent Clerks, seven of those being
good and eficient Book Kecpers, would be uate to cxecute the
business assigned to this office, 1 therefore submit the paper marked
Na. 4. exhibiting a statement of the number of Clerks required in this
olice, the nature of their duties and their salaries, respectively, havi
reference to the salaries generally allowed in other offices, and woul
respectfully recommend that, from and after the 4th of March next,
that part of the Act of the 20th of April 1818, which regulates the
number and fixes the compensation of the Clerks in this office, be %o
amended as to R;ulnte the number and fix the compensation of the
same, in conformity to the stutement exbibited in the paper now
submitted.

I have the honor to be, with very great respect, your obedient ser-
vant.

GEO. GRAHAM.

Hon. Ricuarp Rush,

Secretary of the Treasury.
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No 1.

EXHIBIT of the stato of the Accounts of the Receivers of Public Moneys ; showing the last Quarterly Return veceived and adjusted at the General
Land OMice; and showing, also, the balance exhibited by each Reeeiver in the lnst account rendered.

ILAND OFFICES.

Accounts reecived
for quarter ciding

Marictta - .
Zanesville . .
Steubenville . .
Chillicothe . .
Circnnati - -
Wooster - -
Piqua - - .
Delaware - .
Jeffersonville -

Vincennes . .
Iidianopolis . .
Crawlondsville - .
Fort Wayne - -
Raskaskia - -
shawnectown - -
Edwardsville . B
Vandalia - -
Pnl(;nine" - .
spnughiek - .
e
Monroe B B
St. Louis .

. Franklin . .
Cape Girardean - .
Palinyra - .
Lexington . .
Butessille . -
Little Rock -
Quachita - e
Opclousas - .

. New Orleans . -
8t. Helena Court House -
Washington . .

Augusta
Choctaw District
8t. S.ephen'’s
Huntaville
Tuscaloosu

Cababa - - .

: Sparta T

Lallahasyer ’ .

P T T T R R |

Scptethber 30, 1826
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto -
diw -
ditto -
ditto -
ditto B
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto

June 30, 1826.

September 30, 1826
ditto .
ditto -

e e

ditto .
ditter -
September 30, 1825
September 30, 1826
June 30, 1826
September 50, 1826
June Jo, 1826
March 31, 1825
. .
September 50, 1826
ditto .
ditto -
Dccember 531, 1823

September 30, 1826
March 31, 1826
December 31, 1824

June 10, 187

« Beptember 30, 1820

1

1
Accounts adjusted Amont sibject ta’ . . .
for quarter ending | Treasury drafts as exhi- EXPLANATORY REMARKS.
ibited by the Receivers. |
September 50, 1826 $1,118 24 |
datto - L0164
ditto - 4,271 24 !
dittn - 1,469 22 H
ditte .
d'tto - 662 84
ditto - 859 74 |
ditto - 269 21
ditto B 2,278 35
ditto - 14,652 19
ditto -4 1L,lus 82
ditto - 27,618 61 $ 11,000 of this sum were received in the mouth of September Inst.
ditte - 1,428 22
ditto - 2,119 66
ditto N 2,019 46
ditto - 1,015 04
ditto 75 48
ditto 552 U4
ditto - 52,652 82 Thir. sum received at the public sale in Scptembor lust. :
June 39, 1826 51,91 82 The Recciver’s quarterly accounts fur September last have been delayeid in consequence of his absence for the purpose of setuing
September 20, 1626 2640 72 his accounts at the Treasury, und depositing the money into Bunk. It sppears, from his monthly aceounts for Scptember, that
ditto . 1,756 56 there was then in hand $ 5,527 J5. ’
ditto . 32,58 39
ditto - 3075 57
ditto - 2,950 37
Scptember 30, 1825 9,416 78 No sales since that period ; the gentleman sppointed to the office of Receiver, having declined toact.
Scptember 30, 1826 4,032 64
June 30, 1826 1,274 55
September 30, 1826 15,267 23 Received principally in September Jast
June 31, 1826 85 63
March 34, 1825 1,600 82 Receiver removed.
. - . No lands in market.
September 30, 1826 1,701 85
ditto . 16 52
; d%:to . 182. i 2,378 84
December 31, S - From the - onthly returnm of the Receiver, for September Inst, it appears that there were then in his hands $8,533 13. Iti
Bcptember 30, 1826 ° 1,201 11 sumcd that the quarterly accounts have been d:layed in conse u’::ee of thg absence of the Receiver. i T pre-
March 31, 1826 . 2,62 37 The absence of the Receiver, and his indisposition, have delayed the ndlmf his quarterly accounts.
December 31, 1824 i - Balunce due by the present Recciver, on the 31st March last, was § 13,427, quarterly accounts have been delayed from the
necemity bringmiup the books of his pred . In consequence of the ab of the Receiver, and indisposition of the
’ ter, very little busincss his been done i this office since March last. )
June 30, L 7,292 89 This i« the balanre founed 10 he die aa adisstment of the uccounts of this office.  The Recciver is deah
September 30, 146 1, .5

I
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No. 2,

A Statement exhibiting the Returns of the Registers of the Land Offices,
whicli have heen delayed, and the cause of such delay.

Lexington, Missouri.—Returns made to November, 1825, No Re-
ceiver has heen in commission since that pe-
viod, which civcumstance has stopped the
sales.

New Orleans. Lovis.—Returns made to $ist March, 1826.  The Re-
ceiver removed in consequence of absence.

Caharwba, dabama.—Returns to June, 1826. The Register absent
on account of his health,

Tuskaloosa, + Returns to June, 1826, Sickness of the ofticer
has caused the delay.

No. 3.

Schedule of the number of Clerks in the Gencral Land Office, and their
saluries, respectively, as fixed by the actof the 20th April, 1818,

Chief Clerk, ot $1.700 00 perannum, is  $1.700 00

Clerks, o 1.400 00 o8 o o 2.800 €0
Clerks, o 1,150 00 s o o 3.450 00
Clerks. o 1.000 00 s s ‘“ 5.060 00
Clerks, - OO 00 s & . 9 600 0O

$12.350 00

—— ——

tJ —
)l e~

Nu. 4.

Schedule of the number of Clevks and their salarics, respectivelu, as pro-
posed by the Commisstoner of the General Land ’{ﬁm’. to be substituted
in liew yf those authorised by the secand section of the act of the guth of
April, 1818,

i Chief Clerk, . . - -at$1,700 is B1.700
T Good and efficient Accountants and Book-

Keepers, - - - - 1,150 8,050

1 Draughtsman, - . - . 1,150 1,150

1 Clerk to superintend the private claims and .

keep the contingent account, - - 1.150 1,150

1 Clerk to attend to Military Land Claims, 1.150 1,150
6 Clerks for making out patents, recording,

copying, and making indeses, - - 1,000 6,000
Additional allowance to the Clerk whokeeps

the account of the 5 per conts fund, . ALY




