Early Patent Envelopes

This exhibit will display some ofthe earlier examples of envelopes that were awarded patents for their designs, or
were precursors, to patented envelopes. The most well known of these are the envelopes designed was by Lewis
Leeds. Leeds applied for a patent in 1861 for an envelope that included a die cut hole with a lattice-work bridge
across it. The stamp was supposed to be affixed on top of the lattice and adhere to the enclosed letter. When it
entered the mails, the envelope was to be postmarked with town and date of origin and when the letter was
removed, the stamp with origin postmark would be preserved with the letter.

After Leeds applied for his patent, he discovered that the idea had been previously patented, but never
manufactured, by Benjamin Morison. After the Morrison patent was purchased by Leeds, various forms of
the envelopes saw limited production by Leeds in partnership with a various backers including Vaux,
Franklin and a brother. They were ultimately a failure because post office regulations required that stamps
not be cancelled with a dated postmark. It is estimated that fewer than 25 examples survive.

Later envelopes shown include some patents that were never produced as well as the popular window
envelopes and easy open envelopes.

French "Marion" Patent Envelope

used March 2, 1849 within France

The envelope invented by Mr. Marion, a Paris stationer, included two large holes - one on front and one on reverse
so that the departure and arrival postmarks would be preserved on the original letter. This invention was approved
by the French Minister of Finance in March 1846.
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Leed's Patent Envelopes
Oval Window - with and without blind stamped patent notice

11 February 1862 Philadelphia to Lewis Leeds at Washington
stamp incorrectly used away from the window, letter announces purchase of Morison patent

19 October 1861 Philadelphia to Lewis Leeds at New York City
stamp correctly used over lattice
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unused envelope with rectangular window and perforations for side opening
New - York Leeds & Franklin 112 B'"W private postmark with their "Broadway" address

The Only Reported Example
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Dual Window
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addressed envelope with two windows, one for postmark and one for stamp
New - York Leeds & Franklin 112 B'W private postmark with their "Broadway" address

The Only Reported Example
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Rectangular Window - with and without blind stamped patent notice
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28 April 1863 Cincinnati, Ohio to La Porte, Indiana, stamp correctly used over lattice
"Pat. June 19 1860" stamp of the date of Morison patent
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8 October 1863 Philadelphia to Francestown, New Hampshire, stamp correctly used over lattice
N.S. Lawrence envelope maker's corner card



Leed's Patent Envelopes

Rectangular Window

WM. 5. Sanitary Commission,

8 February 1864 Washington D.C. To Keeville, New York, stamp correctly used over lattice
"U.S. Sanitary Commission." imprint
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4 June 1869 Utica to Cooperstown, New York, stamp partially over lattice
the latest reported usage



Unknown Manufacturer

Postal Stationery Patterns

3¢ 1861 issue postal stationery, rectangular die cut, stamp gummed, side opening

3¢ 1861 issue postal stationery, oval die cut, side opening



E. Fitzki Patent Envelopes
Secure Sealing Flap

Edward Fitzki's mock-up submitted for patent on May 14, 1867

Edward Fitzke's completed unused envelope with "E. Fitzki's Lock Envelope"

period newspaper notice of
Edward Fitzki's envelope




Window Envelopes

Ohio Farmers Insurance

% August 1877 Le Roy, Ohio
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The Ohio Farmers Insurance Company
window envelopes are considered to be the
earliest examples of the type. In this form,
the idea of the window was not something
that could be patented.
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Window Envelopes

Ohio Farmers Insurance

16 March 1887 Le Roy, Ohio

The Ohio Farmers Insurance Company
window envelopes are considered to be the
earliest examples of the type. In this form,
the idea of the window was not something
that could be patented.
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Patent Window Envelopes

Outlook Envelope Company
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If party addressed is unknown, return by
st madl To

HENRY A. DICKERMAN & SON,
WHOLESALE PAPER WAREHOU:
TAUNTON, - - MASS.

Patent date of 6-10-1902 on verso, used in 1905
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RETURN IN THREE DAYS TO Buy Clean Flﬂ'“r _
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Patent date of 6-10-1902 on verso, used in 19038



Patent Window Envelopes

Transo Paper Company

DIbTRlLT MANAGER
H. E. MATTHEWS
EARLVILLE, IOWA.

Patent date of Aug 9,1904 on verso, made of one piece of paper, used in 1913 by manufacturer
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You can pay this bill at
any Office of The

United States Express Co.

MAIN OFFLCE:

87,89 & 91 Washington Street,

OWNER OR OCCUPANT.

Superintendent of Water

Return to ALEX. HARPER,

s -

S SRS

CHICAGO

Patent date of Aug 9,1904 on verso, made of one piece of paper, used in 1907, earliest reported



Patent Envelopes
Flynn Pull Open Business Envelope
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Patent holder corner card, used by Kelsey Furnace Company in 1892
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Patent holder corner card, used by Kelsey Furnace Company in 1894
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