
PRECURSER TO THE NORWICH POST OFFICE 

In March 1779, Ebenezer Hazard, then Surveyor of the Post Roads along with Boston Postmaster 
Jonathan Hastings Jr., made a decision to alter the route of the Post Rider between New London and 

Providence. The reasoning was that of numerous times the Post Rider on the Lower Post Road, having been 
stopped and the mail taken by the British forces which occupied Newport from 1776 through 1779. 

On 5 April 1779, the route was changed to go from Providence to Norwich to New London. 
This bypass route lasted just less than 5 weeks, from 5 April 177 5 through 8 May 1779 
This change caused quite a furor with Rhode Island merchants and politicians, and was quickly reversed. 

Gov. GREENE TO THE DELEGATES IN CONGRESS. 

PROVIDENCE, March 11th, 1779. 
GENTLEMEN: 
The General Assembly, having been informed that it was in contemplation to change the route of the post 
through this State, have also given it to me in charge to direct you to represent the inconvenience that will 
arise from his passing through a small comer of the State, and the uneasiness it will occasion to the 
inhabitants, at being deprived of a onvenience they have enjoyed almost from time immemorial. 

I am: gentlemen, with great esteem, your 
Most obedient, humble servant, 

WILLIAM GREENE 

GOV. GREENE TO WILLIAM ELLERY. 

WARWICK, March 15th, 1 779. 
GENTLEMEN: 

The letter to you by me signed of thel l th instant, was draughted by a committtee appointed by the 
Assembly, and as I think they have not been so particular as to the pati of the State the post is to ride 
through by the late alteration, and Mr. Hazard, the Surveyor General of the post road, having thought 

proper to inform me upon the occasion, by a letter from Boston, a copy of which I think proper to insert 
here, that you may be infonned of his plan, together with his reasons for making the alteration, which is as 
follows: 

BOSTON, March 11th, 1 779. 

As I have lately been under the necessity of altering the post road through the State of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations, I beg leave to inform your Excellency that, in future, the driver will 
go from Providence to Norwich, (instead of going through East Greenwich, Little R est, and Westerly, as 
formerly,) and from Norwich to New London. This alteration is to continue no longer than until we recover 
possession of Newport, when the post road will be the same as hitherto. 

I am your Excellency's most obedient and very humble servant, 
EBEN HAZARD, 

SURVEYOR OF THE POST ROAD 

Mr. Hazard doubtless thought it his duty to let me know of the alteration, and I think it would have been acting 
a much more prudent part bad he taken my advice before he made it, as it much effects the inhabitants of this 



State by being deprived of that privilege, the post taking its route near the seacoast, throughout this State, 
ever since the post was first established, until the last week ; and to think of altering the route of the post 

now, by reason that the enemy are in possession of Newport, is a reason that I am well assured will not 

be approved of by Congress, as that alone is a sufficient reason for continuing in the same route he has 
ever rode, as the enemy, by being there, have it in their power to land upon almost any part of the main on 
the sea coast for sixty miles. If the present plan be adopted, the pub- lie as well as the inhabitants of this 
State, in particular, will be under the necessity of being at the expense of employing expresses from the 
different parts of the State to the southward of Providence, to do business, which otherwise would not 
have been attended with any in the usual way, and as this State pays their full proportion of the several 
post offices through-out this Continent, it appears to me very unreason-able to deprive it of an 
advantage which will add a burden to a people already grievously distressed. 

I do, therefore, request you, in behalf of this State, to use your influence in Congress to obtain their resolve 
to order the Post Master General to rectify the route of the post in such a way as not to vary from the 
ancient custom. 

I am, with much esteem and respect, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM GREENE. 

P. S.-The Assembly sets in Kings County and Kent one-half of the year, and in one of which the Governor at 
present has his residence, through both of which the post heretofore went. 

MESSRS. ELLERY AND COLLINS TO GOV. GREENE. 

PHILADELPIDA, April 20th, 1779. 
SIR: 

We have laid the business of the alteration of the route through our State before the post office committee, and 
the committee have directed Mr. Hazard to take measures immediately for the post's proceeding in his ususal 
route I saw Mr. Hazard this morning, and he assured me that he would irnme-diately pursue the orders of 
the committee. 

Sir: 

We have only to add now, that we are, with the highest sentiments of respect, 
Your Excellency's most obedient, humble servants, 

WILLIAM ELLERY. JOHN COLLINS. 

MESSRS. ELLERY AND COLLINS TO GOV. GREENE. 

PHILADELPHIA, May 25th, 1779. 

We received your Excellency's letter of the gth instant, yesterday. We waited upon Mr. Hazard 
and informed him of what you had written. He said that there was a mistake in the matter; for that he had 
written to Mr. Hastings, post master in Boston, and Mr. Carter, post master in Providence, that the post 
was to pursue its old route through our State; and that he should set out for the eastward this day, and 
would rec- tify the error. 

Your Excellency's most obedient servants, 
WILLIAM ELLERY. JOHN COLLINS 



JEDEDIAH HUNTINGTON TO JABEZ HUNTINGTON. 
NEILSONS POINT 20tb Aug. 1779· 

Hand Sir, 
has any Attempts been made to get back the Post through Norwich. Mr Hazzard the Surveyor General of 

the Post Roads is now at the Eastward & the present may be a convenient Opportunity to make Application for 
his Opinion on the Matter & Interest in effecting the Alteration. 

I should think many Gentlemen of Note in Boston & Providence would certify as to the Advantage 
which the Public and Individuals would derive therefrom. if Gen• Gates was toucb'd upon the Subject by a 
proper Person be might be a powerful Advocate at Congress. the military & mercantile Concerns & Intercouse 
will in the View of every One be more benefited and expedited by the Posts riding through Norwich than by the 
old way. 
26. Nothing to add I remain your 
affectionate son 
J HUNTINGTON 
Honorable Maj. Gen• HuNTINGTON 
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