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Chain of Expresses 
by John S. l �nkiewicz 

Ba:ckgrou11d 

During till.' courst:' ol tilt: Re\·olu1iom1ry \\:'ar. Gt:oJ'/ .. \t' \X'ashinginn wa,, fL'spo11silile li>r 
creating :it lt•:1s1 rwo Exprc..'S'-l'S Jn l"'H(). Tlic..· fir"! b kno,vn as JC;'ff<.·r-r111'-.; Line nl' Exprl'�"l'1' 

:ind rlw orht:r a-. \'(':.i-;hington'.; Chain of Expr ·so,;l''. Both '' l.'I'L' cn::1tL·d und<:r tllL· -.al11L' L 11'
cumstann:s. lhat 1..,, to inl(Jf'lll <.il'l11.:'r<tl \X'a1.,hingt1Jn m111H.:<l1>ndy ot tile mnn·m1.•nt, ul till' 
Dnnsh force:- and to cnord111:w: thl' .1rrival c;f, :ind c.:ornmunictti()n w1th. thL· hL·nch tkv1 
and milirnry. 

The typical express riJcr of dw I i80s. m1lir;1rv or ,.1,·ii1.1n. '"a"11't what \\'<.: think <>I .i-

express in md:.iy'o,; tt:rm111ology or a� in tht: Linc or Chain Express rilkr. Thl' typical t!XpfL"'"' 
rider rhen. \\'as a rerson \\hose sole purpose tsuppo-.l'dl\' not to he.: distr�lcted w11h otlH.:r 
things) was to ri<.le from poinL A ro point 13. This could he:.· an\· dbt:11H l' from ;\ fl·\\' mil1.:-. tll 
over .i hundrl•<.I m1ks. Ilt..• would ride an average:.' of AftCL'n to nvcnty mih.::- a d:1\', '-toppmg 

ro t:ar and cart..• for hi� hor-.l' ;.is \vell .1s a night',., :.let'.p for tl1em hoth. He \Youk! conrinlll' 
on the following day and rt:pL::H till' .,.tmc.: un1 il hi..' arrived at hi;, dc..,tinattnn. 

Both of thcSl' Washington op<..·rarions \\'C:l'l.' truly L'XprL·s;,e..,. thL· ri<.ll'r "·ould ricil' a "L't 
amount uf 111ih:;,, then pa.,., on Lh..:1r kttcr<.: ct<:. ro anotlwr rickr \vho \\OUld repeat tht> pro
C<.:'>S. lhey rodl.' their st•t mileagl' c J :; .. 20 mllcs l day and ni,ght. rL·gardles� of mdc.:nlL'lH 
wenrher. unti l thl' final nck:r completed the trip. 

Thi;, .;;ron· could lwn: hL'\m \Vrillen ahorn cithL'r t>Xpre;,o.;, but \'\':t">hint.tton\ Linl' of' 
Expre:->se.'> is pre1't:nted as the author h•ts a cover !rom that l'Xpres'>. 

The:: regular posts \\'l'fl' rht..' normal mL·ans ot cumnwnici11on herwcl'n c;l.'()fgL· 
Wa:.hingron and hi� corrl'Spondcnts whik: 111 command <Jf the Army. Thi., Wa1' augmc..·ntl'd 
by t:xprt'.s5 riJt.:rs in employ of thr.: Anny. who carrit-d IL·ttl'I'.'- :rnd intl'iligr.:ntl' of an i111111e· 
diati: nmurt..' . Bue rhere we1L· problt:ms with thi" mc.:thnd tl!.n did !1llt �atbfv tlw n�·r.:d' ot 
\X'a!>hmgton. The lkadquancr� oJ rhc.: Anny w:11' to1btantl�· on tlw m o ,'< . .' . Thr.: l'l'guhir pnst 
Wl'ri.• being di!.111ptcd hv l.oy:1li1>ts 10 tl11.. • Briri.,11. Exprc:.,, rid<..:1°' at ti111L'" lo-.1 till' m.iil. had It 
stolen. or w<.:rv .. copped by tlJL• r.:nem1· Tht·sc:.· �L'rl' :-Ollll' <>I th1.: prohkm ... rl1at U'L'atL·d 1ht.: 
n<.:cd to find a morl' 't:curt• ;ind rapid mc�ln' ot uninterruptl'd com111un1 ·.Hi(Jn . 

The.: 1.'arlil'.�I mention that I h:t\'(� lourid from \X'ashingt"n of the.• 1.-r111 Ch.tin ()I l'..'lpr1.·-...,. 
e<: wai. in :t lcnc:r to Hohvrt Er:-.klni: in Hh()d1.• bbnd 011 rlw l"'rli of ,lLdv 1--K. «•itH:erninµ 
!ill' HITl\"<ll of !Ill' Frvnch "Th.n \'OU 111ay ha\<.' 1lw c.:.11fo.:,1 1mel11gc.·mv of 111 .. . 1rnv<1l. you 
�houlcl i: ... tahli"h a Cham {II F. pre'"., from ... omL· comm.rndin,u \ 11.''' 11p•>n tl1<· t.na.,t f() 
�·our Quartcr�."1 \iothin� l'•ln1l' of this"' rh<: arrival of ch!.: Fwnch w.1.-. ddaynl. 

An er of Congress of 2."'I f)(:Cemhcr i--9 �tated: "That all cxprt:'�.., ridt·r.., in rl1.: ray of 
the t'nitecl State.:� hl.' disd1arge<l. and that no e ... t.ihlishecl L:xpn.·:-;' ndl·r-. hL' 111 furur1.· n1am-

1aincd ar the public expl.'11'>C "1 Thi� wa-, a ·on-.equence ut lht: propo-.ed regul.rnon 111 1he 
Post Office Bv the! end of Jamwry a toLal of 112 rick:r' including 18 ;11 Phil:.!dl'lpili;1 "v1<.: 

dism1!->Sl'd.1 \'<'a.;hington :JCl'eprl·d rhi.., wirh the.• l.'XC'1'p1io11 nf Fxprt"''-<'" :1-.-.1gnL·d tn tll<.' .\l.dn 
Army 1 !Ol. the Post 1n rill' 1lighl:md-.t1 >. Fishkill 1.:; l. and Fon !'in 'J l; 

This reduction wa;, urcumvt:ntcd by th.: hiring of "agC>l1l'r .... �\·ho wvri: ll'l'd :1� 

expre�se ... . In a letrc:r W:1sh1ngton \Wotl' on th<.' 16th of ,\l,m 11 1-80 ro l 'dm· l ldy. 

\X'lwo tht.: '\rm� 1 vqu irt:' the:: '<'f'\'IU;'' ul tlw \\ aggCJnl'r' nc l\\ ·111plo1·1.·d "' ,., pr«...-1..'' .111d 
'hmilJ the: 11c·<..1..·,s1t\' t'o1\unu1.: tor 1.:xwnd111g th · numlwr ol l·xrr�·;., n<.ll:r, lwnmd t!w ,.,1.1hlt,ll· 
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mt!nt you will u�1.· your Ji�rrc:ion. pruptii1ionin_g \Vli:n you m.iy ht: nbli).l�'d to ctll in !O the real 
\.','\1gcmy ol tlK· t'il�c. :ind dismi;,�ing 1hcm a:< �(>lJn a� rh;,u vxigcm:y 1� over. Howc\'t:r usd"ul r.lw 
numhl·r of '1aiionary cxprc.,st;<,., wluch you po1nr ru. 1m1v ht: con�iUl'!'l'd, )'l't wt· must nrn anempl 
any further in11uva1ion on tilt� at rh1:. time.' 

The Brit ish . who li:1J uc<.:L1pir.:d Newport sin<.:1.! De1:emher of P76. t:Ya<.:Uated thil'< dry 
in O.:tohcr J 779. Ewn though thl..' Briti;,h ab,tndoned Newport. their flc.:r.:r tkploy·ecl to a 
s1:·c:urt' swging area off of Gardlni:r's !<;land on the ea:;tern tip of Long Island. From here 
they p;nrollf.:d tht: water� of Long fsland Sound herWt:<.:n New York and Khode Island. In 
tarly .f ul} 1780. a Frr.:n<.:li expediriurn1ry fon.:l' undt:r rhe l om!lwnd 1)f tile Count Donatien 
d1.: Hu<.:haml ><:au l.tn<.lt·d in '.\'.r.:wport to as�bt in lilt! Anit:ri<:an <.:alls<:. 1en ·ml \V�1shington 
ne..:dcd to coordinate: the ;.:!fort:- of the: Fr;.:ni:h an<l Afll(.)ri<:an force� •tncl also Ix· av.:are of 
thi: position and mov<.:1111.:m of the British Fl •ct. Tll;.:sc.: two oc<.:urrcnn.::-. set forth the.: rea
sons fur Wu.�hingtun to c:swblisb a Chain of' Expri:.'>sc::.. 

CONNE"CTICV'I'CHAIN ofEXPRESSES (1st Su.ige) 
Prom Hohinson 's House near West Point. on the .31st of Julr I 7�ll. General Wash

ington was busy writing leners rm eMablishing the Cl1.dn of Exprcssc:s. 
To William 11!.!ath. "f shall dinxt rc:lay� of Expre<;st;>S the whnk w�iy· lx:tw1.:en thb 

Anny and ym1 tc1 1:rnw ·y intdligcm·c in the:: mc>Sl cxpeditiou� mannl'r. Thi: nc:<Hest Exrn::'.�s 
to you will he;; uron Tmwr Hill."' 

In anothc.:r he ordc.:red .ulom:I Eli.'>h:1 Shc:Jclon. who \Vas Co1111nan<.l:tnt of the 2nd 
lkglmcnl, .ontil) •nm! l.igilt DragC>Ol'll- lo l'IC,;'[ up till' line or comn1l111ica1io11!'1. 

!"ir: 
You will lw pleai-1.'d insi;intly upnn Hcn.�ipt �.ir tlw. tu �end off an <)flk«·r with �uffa:1cnt 

numlit•r or Dr:t�oon� LO Post 1.hrcc al 1.:vcry fiftccn l\!ilc� dbt:.tnt'c bC!\\'\;cn Nl'W Loni.Jon on the 
lower H >ad .md tlw 1 lc::ad Qu:.trrl.!r" nl clw 1\rmy. which will be i11 \X'cst Clu.:s1cr County. The 
L'ndo.-.cd il.'1t<.'r to .\Ir. 'ih;m of :'\C\Y London 11- m �nli<.:11' that Gcnrlt'man tn <.:onunul· the C..:!rnin by 
hirvd Exprc�;,c1; from thence to Towt•r Iii!!. But ,Jtould hv inform �·our Officer that ht· rnnnot 
n<..:i.:rnnpli'lt ilw Hm1nc1-s. your Dr:1goon., t11li'l b<.' 111t)\'cd forward to Tmvl�r I !ill three nt t'\'ery 
elevt'n \fik·� and WI.' nni.q fill up \\ h:ll will lw wanci11� at thb Fm!. The intl'nt nf posting tilc:se 
.\kn. is 10 conwy inwlligcncc 111 thl: must ,;xpcditiou;, mmincr to and from Hhodc Island. You 
will tllcrelrm: p1t.'k (JlJf 'ud1 '�' mar he d�·1wndeci upon to ritlt- at all hour.., whcne\·er dispatches 
;1rri1e ;H tlwir q11an"'r'.' 

Tile <.lragrnm officer Col(lnd Shc.:ldon dii-pmclieu 10 ddiver thi:-. lcttL·r w NathaniL'l 
Sluiw wai- Gc:org • llurlhut a nativt:- of 1'\ew l.ondon.1 (Pig. l) 

To :-;h;1\\ hv WfOtl': 

!lead Quarter . ., Hohin�on ';. llrn1�1: 51 �1. .ful)' 1780 

Sir 
In thl' prl'"L'nt ;.ftuatlon nf affaii�. il '" intlb.pcm.;;1hlj tH:(:i:ssary tll:u wt: 1>hnuld h�n·l· the 

111n.,t 111,tant:irwou� cidvbc1, nt 1lw l!HJ\'t.:fl1t)f11" pf tlit: Erk•my �H Hhodt' l�hmd. For thi' purpose 1 
haw po.�tt:d rdu�"' ot l )rngoon.,, m ... very I; Mik-1> lii�t:t1Kl' he1wcen \\:w Lomlon �md t.lw Ik,1d 
<ju:1n1:r1< nf till' Anny. Thi� taking "" 1m111 ' �1.� we .-an C<HW�·nlt'ntly �p.in.:. I silall he: c:xc1.:·cdingly 
ohlignJ lo yCJu 10 hm: a:. many 1ru�ty Mi.:n \\<iLll tlu:ir 1-fori-c;, ;t� will .:ominue tlw Clwn frrnn 
r\cw London 10 Tower Mill, Jil'Ming three at l'Very Ii Mtlt: .... with ordc'r;. to ride by night nr hy 
d:iy wht•111.:\\•1 dbpaid1c1> arrive ar rlidr quaw:r»" I '' ill ht' a11�wvr:il1k· f()1 thl'lf p<l\' whill' in .;cr-

1·1t\,, whii.'11 \\'ill he a.• long a� tlw Br1tl.,f1 Fk·ct .ind 1\n11y 1.<111timtl.:' •ll or off Hll<l ll' bland. Shotild 
you not hL· :1h1,• to accomph�h rhh l!u�illcli,.,, you \\ ill inl111111 tht: Oftker. tile lk:trer elf tlw;, wh" 
rlllt.'t in th.It "1"e Gtrry rlk Drngrn'n' rh<.' \\'hole wu� through. hcmcwr i11umH·nit'nt it may hl'. I 
.,h:tll :il;.ci he ohligt'd I<> yuu l<J haH: a c11n�runt look ulll hc::pl upon tht' :-ound. and if the Fleet 
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apr><:ar �t.inding trnm tlw La,.tw:m.I 1ow.1rd '<:" Yori... to gl\ l' nw 111,t.tnt 1111dlig1.·nH ot n ll\ th« 
Chain < t' Fxprt'"'" . .,_ 

l am with gn.:al Hl·.•pcd 
Sir 

Y mo't Ob ".:"· 

C \X';tshington 

fiM• 1 Was/Jl11gto11 's lelfl'I'.' /Jnwlim:tl Robil1so11 '.� /louse. j / Ju(I• r8o 
(/111'U' Lr111do11 r:ot111ly !JfstrJrlcal S11�·te()1J 

GL'nt:r:tl \X':l'-llingmn m;mncd till>• 'ham nf Expn:.;st'" \Villi Drag()on.., i"r"m th1: Arrnv 
and dvilian mk•r ... . ,111d ... r:1wd Lh:.tt lw \\ ciuld lw n:"pon�ilil..: for tht: p.1\ ol th1.: U\ il1:m•-. 
hirl.'d hy Sli.m. 

>n Augu ... 1 I. Colon ·I Sheldon n:rl1L·d to \\':i..hingtt 111 ch.ll :111 ntf11. l'f' Ii.id llt·L'n .... ..:nr 
\vtth enough rru-1y dr;1gc un., tu a�c.:umphi..h 1111.' mi-.�tun. The rela,- -.tauon ... llif th · chain d 
expresses wen: ro hL' .H :-.wmford. lreen F:irn1• .. Str:uford. :'\<.•\\' llan:n. (iuilford. L\'n1L' . .  rnd 
:\°e\V London . Colont·l !---hddnn did nm p0'-1 •tn� rhkr-. lk't'\\'t-L'n Hc::ad4ua11er.., ;tnd 'itam
forJ. lest Briti!>h raitkr-. ... Jiou!J st:il...: tl1L' m..:n or th<:: 1.lisp:m·hc::.,. Tllouf(h Colom:! Sheldon 
follnwt:!d Gcnen1l \X':1shing1on's ortk·r in sc:tr1ng up thl· d1:1in. iw fdt th:u .,ud1 tk'tachnwnh 

lowL'r1xl tht: comb:.lt' GI pahility of the Regnnt•nt. · 

:\atlJ:micl :-;haw ..,.,;nr his l'l'ply 10 Washington in :1 lL'ttl'r datelint:J :'\l'\\' London :\ugu�t 
"i. I ""HO. In this lcm:r "h:t\\' 1.:xpn:�s1.''- his willingnl:';.s to :.i.,.,,.,r :1' h,•.,1 hL' could. 

'ir 
l n:cc1H·d }<>llr' ll) C:1pt I JurlhtlU who wlt Ollt fo1 '\e\\'pon 1i1h d.t)' 111 md�·r to P•"f tfw 
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liragoon� lor tlw Purpo'c \'f!\I .\knrion .md F1·l'I) A� ... 1,l:1tm: 1n my l'Cl\\'C'r you nlH\' Dcpt.:nd. I 
'hall giw him-1lll•r1.• i� now a fli;i:•t 11! �hip., Jli'l l'llllll.' 10 ,in :\1wlior u!' th1;, I l.1rliour. Con�hting 
<1f uliuur Fill<.'cn 11r �1xwt.:n. I lw!1cv · 1110,111· l:irµl· Ship� of tl1t> lnw .m�l Jr11c1g11w clwy arc rh�· 
;,,lJlW th.ii \.\'(;fl;' tJf lll(Ji:k r-land. rlwy i1;1�1.· F11:nd1 Colmtrs Flying. wh:11 tl11.•ir lntcntinni'> I� l 
C;mnot Cn1111.•in:. tlw lk;1,!1110.1s1 :-!up �.1nw 11> an Amlior ;111) O'C!o,·k Jl;\·1:md1lw Stt'rn moa-.r 
atr x c l'<Juck. ;i, rhc wind I!> they mi,l(IH ltav · C.:untim1cd tht!1r Cm1r;,1.• up thL' :-ouncl. bur thdr nor 
n1:1king up rh1.· Opp.:rtu11it}". l �u�pcct they han: �um D1:;,ig11 Ag;1in.'t tilii. Pon. \\'t.' havt: ahnu1 
one Thm1,and men lw:ir, & 'iuppu'l' ro1·enr Trumbull \\'ill lmed1a1<:•ly nrdi:r mnre. if �tny 111on'
fl11.:nl to11101Tow will :.tdvbc \'OU I :1111 Sir 

Y<1ur n•ry hunw 'it'!YI 
:'\atlil Sh:tw 

C:.ipt. Hurll1ut relllrnl'd to 1 h:adquartL·rs I rom Rhodl:' hbn<l on Augusr H .ind reported 
on rill.' mannc.:r in which the ch;iin of vxprc;,sc" llad hi.:L'n stationed.· 

An l'Xpl'L'.Ss hL'aring dis1x1tchL·� from Hlinck bland il:1d " do�' call on tht' ro.1d 
hi:t\\'<o:en �ranwic:h and Ruund f!ill on tile 11igli1 of Augusr 20. Ga lloping alcmg in the surn

ml:!r night. 111:! was ftn . .'d on by :1 pan�· ot' St'\'L'n m<.:n. l lappily. hl' \.'.S<:ap<.:d wit.IH>ut injury 

an<l arriv<.:d .safdy al Hound Hill. whl'n.' rl1e dio;patl'lw:-. \Vt•re n.:i.·t:i\'l'd and forwarded by 

another exprec;c.., • 

\X'ash1ngton on rht· 2 bt df Augt1"it intonnt:d lk:nl!dict Arnold tllat: "Thcrl' is a Chain of 
Exrr •s1-cs from olont:l ShddcH1·s qu:1nc.:rs to Tower l lill.''1 

A n.:port of August 26 shows that sc1•c.:nt1:en c.lr:.1goon:- \\'(;'J'L' dt!HH:lwc.l ro tht: <.:Xpn:ss 

diain . C.1rt. I lul'lhut \Va ... one of thc:m. a�signc:d tn tht: Ne\\' Lone.Jon tl'rminu . .., of th<: Ch:1i11 
of ExprL'%c:s.' 

\X';isilin�lon. Oil i\ugu-.t r. din.:·('tt'd ShL'ldon to �11ifr thL' line of 1.:xpr ·s�es to ll 1110!'L' 
nortil<Jrly rout..:. Jwn tllfL'<: days �·arlit.:r an vxpn.:!->S l1ad bl·cn ,·arturL'd at Pi111.··� Bridge. for
tw1;11dy. tlw ri{kr \\'fh nu1 c:irryili;.( disp:ltdH: ..... 

111-.k:td tlK·rt•!ort• !ll ).(<•111,ll [(J 'itr:tti'orcl h\ fh\;' rrt''l'lll nullll'. f would have you Wlthdr;I\\' 
till' Dragoon-. from '11.lnltorcl and ( •rt:t·n� f:irni.. and pJ,K·<..' tlwm up<ln rlw 1<0:1d from Kin!.t'' ferrv 
to Ridl-(L'l°il'fd :ind lrnlinl 1h1:nc1: tu Stra tford. Thh being highl'r up will hl' '"'' i:xpo�cd. lk 
plt·:Jst:d to in1orn1 thl' Quam.:r \Jasti:r :it King·� lt>1T1' "herl' you escabli'>h the <.;rag<: hi:rween that 
pl.tel' und Hid.i..tl'lkld, th:Jt bl' mal)'I know how Lo lorward th<: dispatchc:s \\'h1cl1 ar..: sent to liiin. 
Ynu wiH makt· the change a-; Sj)L't•dily as pc .. .;i-ihle 1 

On �crtember 7. two lt:tters p::issed through �heldon. Ont: from B<.:·nedict Arnold to 
i'\ew York hoping to havl! rh<: Lorrcspondent Jnl.'<.:t at Colonel Shddon 's ronun:rnd pn .... r. 
The;; other si�n..:d hy J. 1\nden;on who sought p1.•rm1ssion to m<Jt.'t a Jrientl nL·:1r hb outpost. 
Anderson tumed ullt to be John t\11c.lrL'. the..: llrit1sh "PY working with Arnolcl.1 

Jn \;ovt:mhc:r \V'ashingron \\'l'Otl' Shc.:lclon tlrnr dispatdwi. ,·ia dw Cluin of Expresses 
from Gl.'ncrnl Hodwmhl'au';, camp in �cwpon had repL·<ttedly arril'ed at Washington's 

lwadqt1:1ncrs \\'ilh tltl' scnl� �o hmkc11 that tht.· 1.·ontent� l·ou ld t::isil\' h:t\'(;' hec:n rl'111m·ed 
and L'X:tmint.·d. Some nther dii.parch..::-. �uffc.:rl'd nu damagL'. so the Gl'lll'r:tl susp1.•cced foul 
pl:.ly at 'iOl11L' of rhv �til,l.\L'�. To count<.:r any po..;�ihle C:'if)ionag<:. Washingron dirent:d the rl'

licf Of rJw C}.prL'SSt;:-. by IH.'W 0111.'� ctnd fu rthc.:r rt:lid L'Vl:.'t"Y thro.:e or four \\'t.:ek�.i 

"Jarhanid Shaw had hired thr..:..:· riviliun rkk'rs for rhe '-:ew London si.:<:tor ot' th<: d1ain. 
Along wi1li :1 Novemlwr lertcr �en! to Wusllington. IK' submittt..'d hi� hill ill'llli7.ing his 
exp�·n;.c.•s i 11 l11 b d'l'on.' 

>;ji 

Agr..:t:cibk 10 \'ilLll' Excdkn1.·1"� L..:ll<:r of t lit· .� J •1 )uh 1:1:-.t ro e�t:thli�ll a Ch:11n of ExprL"''�'' l'rom 
'\ L1>11don lo Tm\'l'I' Hill. �ind that n'u would b..: ;1111>wcruhl<.: tor tlll:ir pay whik 111 St.:J\'tt'<:. l 
found If nv««i.,;irv only 10 "mrioy thrl't: m1't)' !lll.'11 .:;: tliL,ir Hor'>..::- for rlw. ,.._ rlw Po;.t al Tmv1:r 
llill for Hvt: da1·;., hl'f(Jl'L' th�· Frcnch G1.·n�·ral rck:I\ .·d !111"' · .n Tm1·cr 1 lill. & Cap' f lurlhw of Col. 
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!\l ieldon' !kg' Dn1guor1� cxwndc:d 111,. Light I lor-.<.•n1 1:n to t h1' l'<i>.L Thl' c 'XPl'l1',L' nl \\ h1d1 ; 1 11 1· 
.u'5,5. l H' J'> pr Bi l l  111<'10,«d /\ftcr C.ipr l h11'1hut had "'1.1i i lhll..:d h1,. 1 1wn at l i l t.' f'l< "t. I "··'' 

obhg1.·d w finu their Hor'"'' w11ll 1!;1y � O.H .. .x u nt 11l I c1 iuld .ippl\· 1 1 1 1 1 1,  Fxt dk·nl\ 1 J1 11 l 1C J\ t'  
nor t• > gl't .in ,,,,1,tant DCJ.\l appomtt:d m 1 11 1, !'mt l \\ l t t<.11 " "'" much \\ ,lllll'd hdwv 1 t i t\' ;11111 1 "' 
which 1• ,i.J 1(1.!. lU ai. pr lndn,cd Bi!L Thl' f'n"t ,, nt 1\I •11pply d h\ t111' l )lJ\J \\'11•> '' lurn1,l1L'd 
with mom:y trnm Ollf' ( 1m" & Council. l w;1-, 111 hopt·., of not t 1 ouhhng \'olll' 1'�1:t•ll•·111 \ w11h 1h1,. 
trifflmg ;Jftair .  ''� I mndl' no dm1ht hui 1 1  v. 01 1 ld  ill' wrtll'd h� rhi� IJQ�I ;11·1 <Jit l in.l! \l't'illl' to l l 1 11 1  

ru �. fh11lhard QM i 1'1 11 hi•  ordi ·r,, ,'\. 1 <«"1 t l 11 •  l 1 1 l h 1\\'ll1g t l'ph 
" . .  mmh�·r ran I p.1 tlw �·xpurN: ot tllv hqin•" Htdl'f' pro\'ith.:d h\ 1·nt1 .  · ' '  I .nn 1·n c 1 1  · 11  

J ·�titutl' of morW\', and 11 < 1\l' ncll t h..: rnu'L J1'i, 1 1 1 t  p1 u;.p ·11 < >I ,1 'iWppll - I •hould ir 11.1µ11w I 1 n 1  
might gd \ n\11' moncv '' " mc·'t lw aprly1ng .11 I k<td (JLi.lflt·r, " i .1m c1bl tgt·d 1h1:rt• l rn 1.· 11 1 1.1!-.t· 1 11 1, 

Hherty of I n  lo,ing those: lli lb ro y<1ur ExLdlcn ·y . •  ind ll • lpt: it \\'ill nu1 ht· long hd< H't' tht•1 .11\· 
�ctdc:d. The.: d1tT1::n:nt Bilb & lkcdpt., if ne '<.:·'"·HY n1n be.: f1 H·warded. 1 h.1H. '  1 . tk.:n t i ll' 1110,1 pru· 
dent c:1rc and am.•ni ion tn 1h�· expc:ncl·'· 

Til1.• llnthh Fket 'till l ie· �It t�;irdin1.:r;. Lla� . ·'' I I\ 1 utc.: 1 '  •LI 111 1m· l.1,1. \f.1!-.1ng 11" 11 11 i1 1·111<'nh 
c:xu:pung on.: rn t1\ '' '>hip.• thal .ire fn.:qt1«1 1 1 i l  n11111 1r1g ot t lll oc·k hLmd ,\: l l' IUrn111g tu t ii«lll 
.1g..1in 
I ;un w11h tl1t· gn..>ille,1 11.'.-.p1..·1 ·1 .md t:�tt'l'lll 

Ynur Exldlt:111·1· 
.\lost < lh• /:!< \'\.>n J lwn1• 'ivn • 

'\;H i t  'il \,11\ 

'i B.  Tltt• .1hon• Fk'l'I lit·• j 111ilc" \'\"\\\' :1 1  ( 1 : 1 rd t 11er' P1 1int I «nrhhling •J °'" ti nf , .• Lim· 1 ;.. or 
four Mik·;. Snu1h Plumb f,land. I t  i' ,,tid r l l.1 1 1\dnur.il rhou1 hnot t.' to g( ) I < '  '\e;•\\' Yori-. 10 take 
tile Comman l thvtr. when Admir:ll Rndnc\' ll•a 1 1.'' r t .  .. 11. ·\dmiral Grave.-. t< > L"l ll111 11:tnd 111 t i t« ltn· 
th1� Winlt'r 

• 

Y" �c 
'\.�.  

WaH!J i 11gwn on the Hth ol !Jt:c:cmhl'r rc .. •p l il'c l tn Shaw that  t l lL' " l l i l l .� of Expv1t:..c 
inc:um:d ll1 forward ing D i.,p:1tChl'H hct\H'(:n H l 1odv r ... 1 a 11d .md He:.id (,!\W l'lt:rs al'l' dt: l i \  l,.'!\.'d 
10 Col. Pick<:nns,i Q�IG \Vi th un On.lt:r for 'l'rt knwm . which " il l  he dnnl'. ;1" ... onn . 1:-. ht· 

... hall rl'cein· any pllhlit mor11.:y." 1 

On ThL· ":lfllL' 1 • .l.iy Wa-.h mgrun alt-1J <1d v i-. ·d Colunl'i :-OIK·ldon rh:n. "You m:.1y 1·�t 1 1  1 11 r he 
lJragoons who \\'l'i'lo' .. r:1 1  lm1cd a1<1 Ex rrt.'l<IM'!>. <ll, r lw Hn:1d to '\ew Lond1 in . .. Thcy \\'l' rL· 

n.:lit•vcd of rlwir ·xpn..'s" eludes. 
Di-.p•ttch .... and lettt:rs for thl' timt: hl'ing \\ l'f't.' ;,c..·111 h} t ill' pci-.1 a' 'l'l'l1 in t h i' <.:. rL·rpt 

frum Wa .... hingmn ·., ll·rrer to t ilt: Cheval ier Lil' la Lu1t:rn1: 011 t he l nh " Yuur E:-.cellvm \ ·, d i-.
parche.-. for Hhode Isla nd.  accompanying your k·nL·r co l l l l' .  came 10 hand : 1 1  1he in-.1:1nt d 1l' 
Post wa:-. setting out . and wa� commiu<.:d 10 h is ca rt· . I t  1.; th!.! only ! 1 1l'an:-. of conv ')';1111.'l' 
110\V left me. �ince the Chain or Expre::.ses \Vh id 1  \\':ts formed by thl· Dragoon ! lor-.1.·� ( : ! f1d 
worn down > h(n' • ht.!<.'n disnmtirrned. The Quart<.·r �lastL'r Gt•neral J ia,. i t  not in hi-. po\\'er, 
fnr \\'Ont of money. to furnisll :1n Expri::-.>.; uron t ht: ill<ht urgt:nl Ol t':t..,io n . "  

CONNECTICUT CHAIN of EXPRESSES (211d Stage) 
The Chain of Exprl'-...,L's wa:-. r1.:eMa hl i...,hL·d for t i ll' "L'l'C J11d time. '\'r l\\ it p:tSSl'll t hrough 

n:nrral Conncctktlt. Thh 1 i 1rn.: n would ht.: manned hy E:q1resse-.. I >r:1goon� :1 11d l'n:11d1 
H us.,ars . 1  

Tht: Chain o f  Expri:..,-.es rt'l >pened on January . .i.o. l '"'H  l I n  a k t 1 c r  tu Coloncl '\h<..'ld1  Hi. 
Washington writ<.'l-t; 

Tlw ncn:-.•11 v  ol a n:g�1l . 1 1  and r:ipid conHn1 1111 ·:H i"n hl.'t\\'t'<'n tlli• ph1n· .ind Hhodv hbnd h:h 
tndu;;.cd mt• tc • rcl'•t •. i l ll t•h tlw ('ham cif Exprc��t·• Tilt• C1 >unc fk Hodiamhc.w, to \\'111 1111 l h.1, 1.· 

Wnlt«n. \\ 1 1 !  f prc,umc. nukt· the nt'ct:�,.1 1 ,· a rr,rngt'll\<'flh l < ir , nm L·\ . lnt l' t n Hn Rhod1· hi.ind rn 
f l:ll'tlord . Fn H 11 '' hid1 plat l' Lo l.itchfidu th.: , um111u11 1t :111011 1mN l w  k«pr 11\ y, llll '  l>r.1>-:"on>-. 
. md from 1Jwnn: 10 f k'.1d (._)uartcr" lfalt'r' 11 i l l  I · furm,Jwd lw 1 l 1e Qn.1rt�· 1 .\ l . t..,1 1 CL·1il Y"u '' i i !  
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tht'rdon: b1: pl<:.tM.:d (() -end lllllllt:d1:.nel\' a pam· f )! Dragu1 m' and l ;ti t' t ht'm ro-t.:d a<; to �up
purt thl;' communiut1on pn ipu�cd trom H.1rt!11rd tC> Lit<.:hth:ld. lm1h Pl:Kl''> 1nclu-1vc. tht: l.k'· 
1.idin 1t•111 rn Ix· lllldt.:r di.: dt il.'t  l i< nl ol .Ill olftl er or t...iret u l  '>t• 1 gt :ind to 1 11.: rt:l ti:1·1.:d �i.- often ,,, 
vou 1 l l1n l; pror,·r 1 

Coiorn:l T11 11rnll\ l 'ickerin,1.: t i t<: Q:'\!G \\'.t' mf urmed un IThnw ry 2 of thb 1mpk1rn:nt:t· 
tton h\· D•Wtd I lu 1 11plmc'y� . •  in :\1d1.• di: l.Jnip to ( ;t..·1wr�d \\ 'a-.llln).lton: 

'-11 
It h.i1·mg i •V<'ll f( •llnJ llt't t'"•lf\ tu rt•t:•t.thlt'h �t Lh�11n of b:pn:,.,,.,,, I ro1 n ! k.td <.)u�lrll'I',, '" 

l\l iode hla ml . t l w  ( ., ,1111nu111ut1 H J11 1\ 1 1 !  ht• lwp1 up l iy l lraµ1 Jnt1' l rt 1 1 1 1  tit<: l.P•t n1t•111i1 1m:d plact: tn 
L1td1twld 1111·iu,t\'<" Ir• ir11 \.\ i lt· m "  1 1 11: Gt•nc·ral 11 ould l!:t\'t' t ht· l'ha111 t'o11t rriued lw Rickr' lur-
1 1 1,lwd i't • lil\ \ t1 l 1 1  l kp:1 1 1m«r11 · Om: 'lill-l" t t'\1 l li ' 1 1 t· 1 11 h,1 1 !- d l .  11 h c 1 t• t l l<.'rl· .trl' .t l wa 1·, 
1.xprl'"''·" ' l ie -uppt l•t'• \\'1 1 1  l i1.· •Ui l tl !t'l1l Tht' lll<>'I t ! >i1\'l.'n 1l·nt rl.lll' fnr 1111 .. .... i l l  1>1: al Colom· I 
\l< lll'il1 >U•l' ' llr l >.- t1\ c,·n cl!.11 .rnd Hu l l ' l ri ll1 \\'nri- ' · when: I i� l 1.1nn;.( l \\ t •  Rtdt'r' .. 1at10nl·tl t ill' 
Lirw ot 0111·.:1·:m1.1.· \\ i l l  h1.• rompkat . 1  

l'ic k1.•r ing w:1 " l i n.:cr1.·d hy \X'a � h i nµton i n  m1<l - l · L'hru : 1 n t o  l.';. t . 1 h l 1 ,h ;1 Clla 1 1 1  of 

E.\prv,,1.:, hc:tWcl'n H c:adqL1arl •r., .1 1 >:cw \\'i nd,.m a nd Pll i laddph1.1 for tll · -,pc:cdy tra n .... 
ponanon of 11.:nc:r'" 

El i1.·m:1.c:r J-f.11.aru. t he: Po:-t '.\b;.tcr l11.;n1:ral pl.'.tHiotii;:d t,ununc:nt:.tl ( .ung!'t:!-;. \\'ar  B<>ard 
.111d \\'a .... h ing1011 to produc: c:;.con:-. for the rc:gtt lar \:e\\· _ll'r•cy po'r n !er. \X'a;.h111gron dl'-
1.: l i nt.:d �t;. h<: had not t he lmr,.e or t ik' 1r  •llh,.t:ince. ancl it w;i;, \\'l lh difficu l ty t hat h<.: kepi 
tW• 1 l k1goon" .1 1 I l t:ctdquancr' I J..: told tlw W,tr Board th.11 '-'hddnn ·, Rl.!gim ·nt consist." of 
hlll "'Xt\' 111ounted l >ragoom ;t11d would hl' worn do\\'n had t h�y no otht.'r d uty lO dc 1 hut 
t l l.l l nt l urn1:-.h1ng tnllr drag< 1un� ;H a t l l111.! 10 ht.• 1 on1'rantl\ mitng po:-.t An .dtcrncuin: wa-. 

�ugg�·s1cd fur 1l 11.·n 1 tu rl.!qm:sl t lw <.im crnor for use: uf th�: \'olu ntt:cr Hor"L' in . fi.:r:- •y . 1  

I' 

l'IJ.C. 1. (./.J.11 1 1  "' T.11m'.,\'l'> f('/f('J' // 'l//fl'I/ I; ) '  ( l •/1 >J/<'' IJ01 ·1r/ !1111�1/1/ll'l'I ·' /)111e/i1w<I. l/('i11/ 1j11m·tL'l'S, 
\ II iwh:11r I 1 11rl•11n ( ul!c•t'f11m 1 
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On the 9th of Ju n · 1 -i n .  Hochambc:rn und t h · Fren.:.:h trcJop;.. lmd •r l l i'>  rnmm:rnJ letr 
Newport on .1 ! our-wi:l'k m.ucl 1 ro l'cchk i l l  \' 1 a  l ' rm·1dcnc<:. ll:irtt(lrd . Danbu rv .  and 

Ridgebury. 
Washington wrote Lo fvfr11or Ben1amin Tal lmaclgt: on t he 2·Hh: "Be so good �1.� to \Vrill..' 

me pr. thi.: Chain of Express..::-. immediately on t l ie Rcn;irt of th1:-.  and inform when the 
Coum de Rncha m lwau le:1 v<.::-. l fanfon.l by wlrnt Rour hL" rntetKb to \'< ) f l ll' on :rnd when ht· 

may be L'XpeCtL'd at mr I k:td <Juarter:-., wl1ich 111: wil l  find at PL'd;;..kd l  " 1  l•1 l l111adgl' report 
c.:d to \\'ash1ngton on Juni:..· 2'i t llaf tliv Fru1di with Hot hambeau had kit I !artfurd . • 

David 1 lumphrcv" wrote a kll<Jr lo ,l en.:1111.1 1 1  \'\'<1d�worth .  at Hartford. \\'h 1d1 is db

playcd on thL" prl•viow. page. l t  lrns writwn on ns .1ddn:s:< k:a f  r hc nota1 1on ol ddi\'<.'f\' ua 

the Chain ot Expf'(:ssl!s. < Figure .l J  This ii, the only kno\\'n lem.>r from t h i  . ., po'>t with the no-
1::1rion Cha i n  of Exprl's;, •s on t i ll'  adclr 'ss leaf in p 1W.Hc::: hands Thc:r\' wa" 111> n.:q uirem<:nt 
to 111ake th i�  !'Ollie dl·'dg11. 1 t ion on 1 he km,·r. It i.., nnh· t h rough thL· courtl''\' nf tile ll'ttt.:r 
writer t h.it they ..,o mdicJre Clwn ot Expre:.:.es. The ktter though umlatt:d wa ... mo.,t likdy 
<.vritrcn and carried at the: ..,mm: rimt..' .1:-. the \v'<1�llington-T,1l lmadgl.' ll'Ltt:r of 2 1 J u n..: i -H I 
Thtrl! are probably ot her su f\'i\'ing c:ov<.;'r;.. that  p:ts'it:d through the hands of t he Cha m of 
Expn:s�<.:-.. hur wit hout any notation or dockc:1 1 ng 1 t  c;111 only he :-.pt:culatt.:d. 

Head Qua rter�. l\ \'(.linJ�i ir 

D<:ar W.1d.,worth 
f hopt:. ht:for�· ,1 gr�•.it whik• to 'ct: v1n1  in < .• 1 1 1 1p  • 111 ! hL' \lean unw �·an Y< itt 1n l C >rm u'. h� 

\\ h:lf rout�· Uw l'11uni d<· Hc •d1,1111b�·�rn come,, .inti wlwn lw ni.l} lw l'XjWltl'd .11 thl· '\rn'th R1\'l'r 
Wlthlllll pwtmg th(• <,lu1..·�ll'11l romf<'dl)  ru lrnn- Till' 1 inw1al wo11ld \\'hi!  ..C lllll..' "' l l '  (() lllt'l't ,-;; 
.mend t1rnn him. into 1 lit• <.,1111p-

l illll vc.ur,.. �inu•rl}' 
0. J-Iumphr} "  

CoL Wadswmth I k•aM.' 1 1 1 1 1  01•cr 

:,1touc.I you lk ,th!c LO olm.ttn a !iori:.t: o! tht: dt::-.i.:1 1p t 1w1 rrnpo:-cd. I -.llou!tl Ile glad to ha\ t.:' ! 11111 
forwarded hy tlw Dra�oon• or r ithcm·p,c .1,.. 'onn : 1, c nnn·niem 

\\'a�l1ington on J u ne 28 ordl!red Colund . hddon to ..,end [\\'o wdl-mournl'd dr.1goon;.. 
to D:.mbury . ind two 10 l fa iglif',.. Tavern on the plain-., bcrwccn Danbuf\· :rnd Pt:>ekski l l .  tor 
spct.:1:.i l couriL'r ... t:rvi<.:..:. E;1ch pa ir  ,,.a.., ro b..: r1..·ady 10 ride hy day or ni).d H .  The :1.  ... ..,1gnnwnt 

wou ld he for on ly two < 1r t l lft:t: days. Thl!ir <.:xpvnM;!!-> ro he di:-.ch:1rg<.:d by t l 1<.: Quarter 

Master Gt'nl.!r:t l .  • 
Contlnu<.:'d opt::ralion of rbt: Ch:i i n  of Expn.:,..M.:.., that  rude ro thl· L1.,1w.ml from Amef'i· 

can J t<:adquarwr;, wa:. \'it;il to \v'a-;hingto n .  D ·spill' d i llkulr ic.<. in dL't:1 1l ing �utt icienr dra· 
gcion' and hor�cs. he: found U Hnpclling rca..;on to keep t ht: chain in operat ion. \X'irh rh1.:· 
arrh·al of Rochamht::w r i le al lii.:s \Vere nu\\' unnL·d \'L1�hington �ctll n�·l•di.:d c·omrminiGt
tionf, ro t h(: east m know qu 1ddy die pl::in,.. of the l·rl!nch Admir:-i l .  Dl'C ; ra�:-.1.!. 

On July - h<.! ordered Sht:kkm 10 wit hdraw t hl' d 1 :11n of exprc�.,1.·� t rom tht: upper 
road and co (:�r:t l  l i:;h a new <.:h a i n  trom headqu�1 rtc;:r:. :u Dobb's Ferry hy way of Bedf ord, 

D:111hury. :ind \'Voo<lhurr co South ington . French hu�sar;. would co111ple1L· th<.· chain from 

H•trtford l'<l'·C\\':!f'd . Each .,wt ion woukl ht.: 111annt·d hv l\\'C>  dragoon:-. dr:tlt ·d t r( Jm !110.-.l' nut 
l u l ly aff()lifL'Wcl nr 1.:qu1ppt·tl. · 

SOUTHERN CJIAlN 

Tht: ;.1rca of conLern t.o \X1Hsliini.<ton lrnd now t u rned M>mhward .  On tilt.: 1 5 t h ,  in a lec
t<.:r t1) tlw 1'vlat qu 1.� dl' f.afayt'trl' in Virg1111a.  \X': 1�h i ngru11 \'Wilt"S that 1t i� t l w  u11 1 1mt i ni r< H" 

tance that  <I n 1mmuntl'Hl 10t1 by " Chum nr Expl'l''>�l''- •hrnild ht;· opened hl..'t\Vl'l.'11 r h h  rmy 

;1nd that in \'irginra 1 
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J\ 11othc.:r Washington k:l ter to D:.i\·id Fotm•tn in Nc.:w .kr:-c.:y on t h<.' 2 1  sr llt Ju ly  <.:on
cl.!rning tht.: amic1pated amv<il of Cou nt tk Gras:-.c .tnd the FrL:nch flt'ct "uy�: 

That imcl l igvn<:l· 111;1y ht: commllnK;Jtc�! fr,im )'< HI 1 0  111l' with the u1mo;.r d1:-p:nch.  }'lJ\I wil l  he 
plca�<:d to t.lkt' -,01 11t:' ol the 1 1 1 il1tia J im;,<.' into pay ;ind '>t:1u<J11 L l 11."111 al ;,ud1 tl i,1a1ll c'' bt'rween 

\tonntoutli . ind l)uhh';, tt:ny.  th:tr ll 1l') ma) pt•rtu1 m t l iL' rkk in J \H'h v or tit r<."i.:n hour-... Tlw 

I lor•c-mcn llt'l·d nor know rhi: pa1t1n1br purp< l�l· tor \\'h1ch tlwv arc• 't:niont'u. hut t h.:\· 11111�1 l it' 
"nk·rl·d IH'\ l'l' 11 1 l w  :1 111011wn1 :tl l�c·m fro111 t lw1r '>taj.(l''· l'Xcept wl ll·n upon dury .  The t·xpen'L> 
atwndin>-: thl''t' :ind t i n.' rwr-tin' whu kl.'t.!p ;; lookout I \\'ill lw :111,\\'t-rahk· tor 1 

By January 1 -1-;i, Form.u1 had di .. ch:�rgt:d t lw f (or,t:rnt'n h,;,:au'i<: nf t lw i n.iui\·t• \\ inrl'I· 
... i;:aM 1n. a nd t hl'ir cominul;!ci ,. n·1n: \VtJUld h"" a l't.'r)' 1.mn..:c •;.:-..1ry c.:xpl'ns..: ro th..: puhltc. 1 

On tht: J 'ith of D 'Cc.:mll1.·r 1 -H l .  \'\'>111llm.1.t1nn dm:\.:ll'cJ ( il·nc.:rnl Hc.::Hh w llavl:' ')hdc.J( )n 
lurn 1  ... h drJ�oon� a" rdic.:f t'Sl'Clli� for t l11.;· ma il  "'-'n· in· bt..'t WI..' 'll Fi sh ki l l a nd 1v lorri,.trn1vn. : i  

neighborhood 1->Uhjcct to raid:. hy c.:11lL'rpn;.ing Tnric..·;. , 1  
A ktlt.'r 1 0  t ht.' Q.\1G Pi<:kl'ring from \'\'�1,. h ington at Phibdc.:lph i;1 o n  2 1  February wri tl'�: 

"Sir. I wil>h to know w hai h;i,. l ic.:vn done to f1lll thL· chain of ExpresM.::-. hL·twc.:en \\.'i l l ia m:-.
hurg and thh plal·l· u pon a goml fooun,1-.1 for t..'X1x·diung L lw L t>tlllllunic:t t 1on:  :ind it fartht.'r 
want i ng. t llat effaic.: :ic 1ous mL·�1."ur..:� mav ht: u"cd lur making t i le.: L·urwcyancc :i� n:na1n and 
:is ra pid a1' JiO"sihk· .. , 

CONNECTICUT CHAIN of EXPRESSES (31·tl Stage) 

On Augu.,t 1 1 . J iH2. lht..· Acl11 . , luhn .Vl ix of t i lt.' !'>t..·cond :nnrn..:L·t in1t Rl'gink•n t w:is 
nrckrl'd to "'-'t up : 1 11 1.·xpn:� .... rout<: from King· ., fL·r11· .inti llo;..ton. O i!t Jnt.:'l  '\lwldrn1 fur
nir.,hcc.1 thl' Dra,1.:00111> from King"; ft:rry to I la rt fem.I. Twdvc \vell-mounu.:d dragoons Wt.: ri.: 

.,dccted, with two t-:tch postl..'d i 11 t h<.: fol lowing an.•.is :  l l a ighr '<i ,  D a n bu ry.  Caril't()n '-;  
I fridge. Br<:akneck. �ou t h i ngton. a n d  I fartfrm..I. From !Ian ford to Boston till' Linc wou ld hL· 
l..'otitit1uc.:d by r h ' Quanerma:.ter Dep:i rtm<.:nt .  Thc:-.L, wen: :-.tat ium:d at a dbr:1 nct· of 1 5  to l H  
mike, a p:111 .h till' road" or 1 Hlwr dn.:u111/\t<11wc-. J)l'nnittt:d l.it•urt·nanr Mix wou ld ro"t t lic.:m 

.1 11d pro\'idt• for t heir l'IUbsi><!<..'ncc :ind accommmlat ion1>. Payn11.'nt  for tht,;>ir services Wt'rc: to  
be mrnnged wi th  c l ic: Di.:pllry Quarfl'mlaslc.:r1> or t l 1\.' Stales i n  which tile.: t' Xpre.�St.'S are �Id· 
r1on •d Tlk· svn'iL't: w:.1:. to Ix: tcmpornry unJ not ex(.; ';.l\iv1.· Th1..· Jbp:ttchc.:� from t hL' l'a�t 
w ·re 10 h · -:em to ' '\\'hmgh v1:1 a dr:1gnon u n t i l  \\'nrd wa,. rcn•1vcd 1 hat  \X'a:.l 1 1ngtor1 l 1:1d 
rmw •d hi:-. hcadqu:tr1 ·r .... 1 

()n Si.:p!cmb1.:r l .  <trmy hv;1dqu:1rtt.'l''- had 1 nrn·vd 11 i Vt, rplank 's Pom 1 .  t lw ch:l in nf 1 ·:>:· 
pr· •sst.·s wou ld ni.:vd to hi.' modifa:d. Tllosv dr:1.i.:oon.� \\'ho Imel 1 �1.'c..'fl ... w11r n1c..:d at Lud ing
ton\ t'ou lcl now ht..· mnvt.'d :.md "t'l u p. ,,.., in 1 hc.: prior :1rrangemcnt. pq int ing lCJ King'-. 
Fi.:rry. • 

Washington.  tn ,1 lcn1.:r ro Rohi::rr :>fnrrio;; on October l H . "rare� that r l tt: Ch,1in of Ex· 
prt:s'il:11 was sr:1 rti.:d aruund rht' m iddk of August u nd would proh:1hly be cont i nuc:d ri l l  tlw 

French Fh:et sa ill'd !'rom Bostun . 1  
Th1..• regu l ar post from \;ew .ferst..'y a'> of t ht' 2·1 i h  of Ouobcr \\'a!-. st i l l  not sentrL' fro111 

clbruption by th1.: Briu,..11 or t ht..• i r  ��1 1np;1tliizt:!rs. \X'ashington .  1 n  a ktti.:r to Pos1111.1 stl·r Gen
l'ral Eht>ne7.t!r l laza rcl -.uggi:sred to him r lw d i rl'C:tion r lw po-.t w:1..; to ride 11 1 I !eaclquam·r� 
:n N�:\vhu rgh . He..: v:a ntt·d th..: 1 1 1 ; 1 i b  s1:nr by 1\forri.�tmv n ,  t rom t here d i rect to Colonel 
,<;c.;w;1 r<ls, through \v'atwic:k and Chester to :\l·\\'hurgh. Thollgh indirect and i ncon\'eniL'l1l to 
tht: pc..:opl<..• of Jt:r:. •y, it w�1s considc..:rc..:d t ile..: ..,:tf'<.:·sr. l f  t i le suggt..•s1 1.•c.l routv is not follow1:d 
\X:ushington 'it ated L har  lw would not ll�l· t he pn ... 1 fur anr d1�p:llClJl• ... to or from Hc.:ad
qu:tnc..:r�. \ior wou ld a n r  dragoon..; lw furni;..h •d a., l'S<:on;.. 1 Thl' fol lowing d•ty on thl' 2(ll I i  
of Onol)c.:r 1782. \X?ash i ngron orderL·d t he.' drngnon express thain from till' RL'gimL'nt ro he 
mcw�·d a nd pn1-tt..:'<.I on t ilt: ruurt: rrum Fishkill tl 1rough L1tchfieltl !U H�trtford I 

The Regirm:nt \\'a,. n:lkved of on<.· nl it� txprcss clurk•s on l )cCL'tnher 29, l 7H2 , wlwn 
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Timothy l'tCkl!ring, th1: lJLtarH?mrn..;1'-'r General .  \Vas told of chc d1;.-.olut1on ol till' I k<td· 
quarters m noston t:Xf)fCss chain .  Shdcion'i, Dragooni,, who had manm:d the wr.:,tem l ink1> 
of' rh<: chain. Wl'n.: orclcrt:cl ro rejoi n  their corp:-. ' 

Gcneml Wnshingron issued a proclamation on .!O :'\m·emher I '7H3. 1.l isd1.1rging th.: 
Second Contincm:.11 Light Oragnons. Th1: ahrw<J 1� bur :.t �m:1!! pan of tlwir 111\'ulvl.!mt:m dur
ing the Revoturionary War. 1 

L \\''osb1 1 1141011, (]l'Ul'f.!t'. V:'nti11gs 1 -·i"i· l �99, .John (' Fit7p;nril'k. ('J. • .W \'ol',. \\';j�l  ungton. l 1J:l2· 
! 1)· 1 I !. 

.2. :'\1:w London Cnunt.y I f1.,toric1l Sodi:t�'. l\athan1d ">l W\\' l'ap1.•r, 

:l. (,i;ll/lt'CI IC//f ',; • \ill'(/{ CiJ./ict• al .\'ea· J.11111/1111, ( (,/feel /I •II.\ t 'n/ II. rrne,,; F l{og1.·r,. t•ti. '  l '):�� 

·I (fl'<WU<' \.Vi1shmp1on l'Clfl''':�. l.il1rary nf Congr1.·�,. .. 

COllECTORS CLUB PHilATELlST lday-J1me 2000 143 


