THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEPAL'S POSTAL SYSTEM, 1777-1911

In the 18th unification of the various small in Nepal by King Prithvi
Narayan the system, known as “Kagati (“Paper to

state communications and royal dispatches by horse~Courier and relay-runners the
main towns.

A maijority of the early local (sometimes referved to as

was a result of intermail conflicts and border - virtually all was of " natwe. The
victory of the East India in the War of 1814-1816" permitted the
British to set up a in included a post office. In 1879, Prime
Minister Rana made the postal system available to everyone with the
formation of post introduction of postmarks and the acceptance of public mail.

He was also responsble for the introduction of Nepal's first issue of postage stamps in
1881: 1 anna, ultramarine (paid the single weight fee - 1 tola); 2 annas, purple and 4 annas
green.

A “Transitional Period” (1907-1911) came about with the introduction of four new stamps
known as the Pashupall issue, with values in pice rather than annas (2, 4, 8, 16; 1 anna
equals 4 pice). During this period a phasing out of and postmarks
resutted in three very unusual postal - mixture of and stamps,
Classic period cancels used to stamps, and the use of hand-dated
negative postmarks of the 1890s used as canceliers.

This exhibit presents items the postal system of Nepal, as described above,

including routes, postmarks, rates unusual usages.

19™ ommy POST OFFICES
ND POSTAL ROUTES




Almora

June 25

Almora Baitadi Doti Doti
June 16 June 15
_ o INDIA
1897. Nepal-India combination cover
from Doti with Baitadi transit and Almora
Almora delivery postmarks. The Baitadi
Indian stamp was cancelled upon o
Y

receipt in Almora. Only six Classic
Nepal-India combination covers recorded.

Since Doti and Almora had very similar latitudes,
it was much more convenient to use this route
rather than the circuitous one to the British-
Indian post office in Kathmandu which normally
was used for mail going outside the Nepalese
border. Also, it is possible that the convential
route was temporarily close due to floods or
earth slides.

Doti
NEPAL



Calcutta

Sept.

10

Jamnaha/ Banke Salyan
Bahraich
Sept. 6 Sept. 3 Aug. 30

1900. Nepal-India combination cover from Salyan
with Banke transit and Calcutta delivery post-
marks. The Indian stamp was cancelled upon re-
ceipt in Jamnaha. This very unusual route was
probably due to floods making the usual routing
through the British office possible. Only six
Classic Nepal-India combination covers recorded.

Salyan Kathmandu

L4
o* Banke NEPAL

Jamnaha

INDIA S . Calcutta

Salyan



1901, Aug. 10. Cover from Ridi (Aug. 10) to Abbottabad (Aug. 17), near the
Afghan border, bearing a Nepalese one anna stamp. This is an

Instead of
going through the Residency post office Indian for delivery
outside of Nepal) the cover travelled south via (Aug. 13) Bridgmanganj

(Aug. 14). The postage due handstamp and the manuscript notation (“Postage due
because it was sent out of Nepal”) were most likely applied in India. The envelope
(hand-made) is of an unusual configuration (even for Local Nepal) and is held
together with a typical red glue.

AFGHANISTAN

INDIA



1907, May 14. Quarter anna Indian postal card (reply portion) used from Nepal to
Ratangarh, India, via the Residency post office in Kathmandu.



1908, May. Nepal-India combination cover from Banke to Kathmandu via Jamnaha.
Very unusual example of an unofficial postal exchange between Nepal and India.
The Nepalese stamp paid the postage to the Indian border and from the
RaxauI/Birgar_;j border to Kathmandu (May 14 delivery datestamp of the Residency
post office). The Indian stamp paid the postage from Banke to Raxual. This is the
only recorded classic Nepal-India combination cover to have left and re-entered
Nepal.

FYN

INDIA



One TOLA equals 11.66 grams.

Letters: Weighing up to 1 tola = 1 anna; Each additional Tola or part thereof = 1 anna.
Registration fee (does not include postage) = 5 annas. Post/Postal Cards = 1/2 anna.
Acknowledgment Due = 1 anna . Parcels: 4 annas per 20 Tolas (or part thereof).

Official Mail: From Kathmandu to the Maharaja’'s Camp or from the Camp to Kathmandu = 4 annas.

Most unregistered letters  ar the rate of 1 anna. The majority of registered letters  ar the rate of 7
annas (5 annas 2 annas for double weight, or 1 anna for weight plus 1 anna for
Acknowledgment Registered letters were heavier due to the application of wax seals
in at least 5 places.

The classic cancels, introduced in 1881 with the issue of the first postage stamps, are of interest,
not only due to the variety of but also because of their aesthetic appeal. are st
grouped as to design (as per Dr. In all but a few rare instances (i.e. cancels), the
central Devanagari character a post office. During the Transitional new and
odd uses of postmarks existed. are examples of each type, including rare manuscript
applications.
Standard Circular Standard Hexagonal Standard Square Octagonal Heptagonal
Non-Standard Circular Non-Standard Hexagonal Non-Standard Square Postmaster's Seal Postal Seal

Manuscript Markings

C. 1881-6 Udaipur C. 1890 C. 1900 Kalaiya 1887 Kalaiya 1887



Half Anna Rate

1899 (January) Official cover from General Banbir Bikram Rana
at the Maharaja’s Camp in the Terai, to Commander-In-Chief
General Deva Sham Sher in Kathmandu. The enclosed letter,
dated January 16, contained 2 rupees (silver coins) as a favor
for office appointments for his sons. General Bikram's personal
seal was mostly likely used as the canceller.

Circa 1903-1907 Official cover addressed to the Maharaja’s
Camp in the Terai. The 1/2 anna stamp is tied by pen cancel -
rare manuscript postmark.



One Anna Rate

Jaleswar Kathmandu Kathmandu

May 27 May 24

1881. Single weight cover bearing first issue
perforated one anna stamp tied by
Kathmandu's first cancel in Blue - after 1881
this cancel is found only in Black.



Dr. Wolfgang C. Hellrigl

P.O. Box 349 Otfice:
39100 Bozen. ltaly Tel. (0471) 24564

Bozen, 9th June 1984

Certificate No. 198

NEPAL: c¢.27th May 1881, cover from Kathmandu, bearing
the following stamp and postal markings:

STAMP: 1881 issue, 1 anna, deep ultramarine, pin-perfo-
rated single copy, on white wove European paper;
Hellrigl/vVignola catalogue No.1l;

POSTMARKS: Front: cancellation of Kathmandu (Hellrial
C65), greenish-blue strike; -
Reverse: unidentified datestamp;

CONDITION: Fine;

REMARKS: A great rarity, this is probably the second oldest

cover bearing a stamp of the first issue (the oldest
cover being dated 5th May):

ILLUSTRATION:

OPINION: In my opinion, the cover, stamp and postmarks,
described and illustrated above,
in every respect.









Kathmandu

Kathmandu

Sept. 2
Kalaiya

Sept. 2

1882. cover bearing first issue one anna, tied by
spectacular - ° cancel of Kathmandu. Sentto Kalaiya.



Postal Seal

Taulihawa

1886 (aug. 23). Single weight to Kathmandu (c.d.s. on reverse)., Only 2
recorded example$ of this Taulihawa manuscript postal seal.



Rate

Dailekh Dailekh

April 27

1889, Dailekh to Kathmandu

14923



Rate

Dailekh Dailekh

April 27

1889, Dailekh to Kathmandu



One Anna Rate—

Jaleswar Jaleswar

July 27

1889.  Single weight cover from Jaleswar to
Kathmandu (receiving postmark on reverse).

Jhapa Jhapa

Aug. 27

1897. Single weight cover from Jhapa to Kathmandu (departure and
receiving postmarks on reverse). The Jhapa postmark is very scarce.



Two Annas Rate - Double Weight

Banke Banke Kathmandu

Jan. 13 Jan 21
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1884. Double weight cover from Banke to Kathmandu. Unusual manuscript
alterations of the Banke circular-date-stamp.




1898, April 16. A European letter
head and envelope sent by a high
official from Kalaiya to the Prime
Minister, acknowledging receipt of a
medal awarded for meritorious service
in transferring important government
offices from Kalaiya to the formerly
insignificant border village of Gahawa
(changed to Birganj after the move).
The sender also enclosed a one
Rupee coin: a customary convention
when acknowledging a significant honor,
thus the double weight postage. The
postmaster has applied his seal along
wtih the manuscript date of departure
and the name of the town, Gahawa,
on the back of the cover: used as a
departure postmark (this particular
postmaster seal is very unusual).

KALATYA

BIRGANJ



One Anna Rate

Doti Kathmandu

July 5

1887. Single weight cover from Doti (no
departure postmark) to Kathmandu. Usual transit
time between Doti and Kathmandu is 10-13

days.
Kathmandu
Dec. 25 Bijayapur
1904. Single weight cover from Bijayapur with fancy cancel and undated
Dec. 25 postmark, to Kathmandu (manuscript and standard c.d.s. receiving

postmarks).



One Anna Rate

1889. Single weight cover from Kanchanpur (manu-
script departure postmark) to Kathmandu - transit time
time of 11 days.

1903. Single weight cover from Gorkha to Kathmandu, bearing a re-
cut one anna stamp on European Wove paper
- approximately 350 printed).



One Anna Rate

Kailali

1902, March 9. weight cover from Kailali, transit Dahaban, to
Kathman u - a time of 11 days.

Chautara

1908, June 20. Single weight cover from Chautara to
Kathmandu.



Salyan

Oct. 14 Oct. 21

1909. Kativhandu to Salyan. A current hand-dated postmark
was not available and the arrival postmark was used as an
obliterator. Commercial use of the 1/2 anna is very unusual
(three covers recorded).

Banke

Oct. 16

1909. Triple weight cover from Banke with negative hand-dated post-
marks used as cancellers.



Kathmandu

1903, July 30. Double weight cover from Siraha to Kathmandu
(departure and postmarks on reverse). Apparently the
stamp was not upon departure and upon receipt a postal
employee used Nepal's postal seal as a canceller - only example

known for such usage.
Kathmandu

Dahaban
January 21

January 14

1908. Single weight cover bearing the postal seal of Dahaban used
as acancel. Rare usage.



Circular Date-Stamps Used as Cancellers
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1907, March 23. Single weight cover from Dahaban (departure and
Kathmandu receiving postmarks on back).
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1902, March 5. Single weight cover from Sindhuli (departure
postmark and Kathmandu receiving postmark on back).



Kathmandu

Pokhara

June 4

May 28

Pokhara to Kathmandu.



Two Anna Rate - Double Weight

Sindhuli Sindhuli Lyanglyang
Nov. 24 Nov. 24

1904. Double weight cover from Sindhuli with its circular-date-stamp used as cancellers.
Sent to Kathmandu (manuscript receiving date).

Kathmandu

Jumla

Oct. 14

Sept. 29

1908. Double weight cloth bag from Jumla (2 departure c.d.s. on
Sept. 30 reverse) to Kathmandu. The bag most likely contained coins.



Two Annas Rate-- Double Weight

br YV,

1905. Double weight cover from Jaleswar to Kathmandu.

1904. Double weight cover from Sarlahi, transit Kadarban, to Kathmandu.



Four Annas Rate - Quadruple

Birganj Birganj Kathmandu
July 26 July 28
July 27

1904. Cover from Birganj to Kathmandu rated at four times the single rate -
only four quadruple rated classic covers are recorded.



Six Annas Rate - Registered

Lyanglyang Lyanglyang Kathmandu
¥ir9) 3y
Feb. 28 Feb. 30
1892. Registered, weight cover from

Lyanglyang to Kathmandu. is the
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NEPAL:

STAMPS:

POSTAL

Dr. Wolfgang C. Hellrigl
P.O. Box 349 Office:

39100 Bozen. ltaly Tel. (047) 24564

Bozen, 28.4.1983

CERTIFICATE

February 1892. Small registered native cover from Lyanglyang to
Kathmandu, addressed to the Commander-in-Chief, Dev Shamsher Ra-
na, bearing two stamps -and three postal markings on the reverse;

Nepal, 4 annas, 1881 issue, yellow-green, on white wove Europe-
an paper, slightly defective with a fine tear, a crease and two
small holes and cut close on two sides;

Nepal, 2 annas, 1886 issue, violet, on native paper, cut close
on two sides;

MARKINGS: Cancellation of Lyanglyang (Hellrigl type C17); manu-
script-in-circle departure postmark of Lyanglyang (type H154),
dated B.S. 48/11/15, at bottom; manuscript arrival postmark of
Kathmandu (type H22), dated B.S. 48/11/17, at right;

The oval marking partly cancelling the 2 annas stamp appears to
be a private ink seal;

REMARKS: The franking is extremely rare: so far, this is the only co-

OPINION

ver known bearing a combination of the 1881 and 1886 issues. Al-

though both printings had long been replaced by 1892, the cover
represents a commercial use;

: In my opinion the cover, stamps and postal markings are all
nerfectlv aenuine. -



Only the first pin-perf issue of 1881 was gummed and post offices were left to their own choice of
adhesive for securing stamps to covers. Around the turn of the twentieth century some post offices used
a hyde glue with a reddish-brown tint. Depending upon the thickness of the locally made paper,
absorbtion of glue sometimes penetrated through to the front of the stamp. It wasn’t until the Pashupati
issue of 1907 that Nepal's stamps were again available with gum.

1901 (November 26) registered cover from Dhankuta to Kathmandu (backstamp of November 30). The
stamps were placed upside down on the envelope before glue was applied, leaving outlines of the
stamps. The paper of the stampsis thin and of poor quality, resulting in absorbtion of gum to the faces of

the stamps.

1904 (April 24 circular date stamp) registered cover from Pokhara with some gum absorbtion showing on
the faces of the stamps. In contrast to the above cover, the glue was not applied as heavily, yet the
stamp on the right (one anna value) is of very thin paper and the gum soaked through in places. The
cover arrived in Kathmandu on April 29 (backstamp).



Seven Annas Rate - Registered/Acknowledgment Due

Kathmandu Trisuli

Dec. 6 Dec. 3

"Four anna stamp - 1"

The postmaster in Trisuli has notated an “Two anna stamp - 1"
account of the affixed stamps. "One anna stamp - 1"

2 "3" (Total)

1904. Registered, single weight cover from Trisuli to Kathmandu.



Kathmandu

Jaleswar

.4
Sept Sept. 1

1901. Registered, double weight cover from Jaleswar to Kathmandu.



Seven Annas Rate - Registered

- Kathmandu

1899. Registered, double weight cover from Lyanglyang to Kathmandu. June 3



Or. Wolfgang C. Hellrigl

P.0O. Box 249 Office:
39100 Bozen, Italy Tel. (0471) 24564

Bozen, 1l2th Nov. 1985

Certificate No. 1985/107

——— June 1899, registered double-rate cover from Lyanglyang
to Kathmandu, bearing the following stamps and postal
markings:

- 1 anna, 1898-1901 issue, grey-green, pin-perforated,
on thin native paper, single copy, Hellrigl/Vignola
catalogue No.20b;

2 annas, 1898-1907 issue, violet-blue, imperforate, on
medium native paper, vertical strip of three (pos.38,
46, 54), Hellrigl/Vignola catalogue No.lé6b; the 2 annas
are most probably from setting 12, as pos.54 shows a
progressive flaw, 'dent in right margin';

POSTAL MARKINGS:
Front: Cancellation of Lyanglyang (Hellrigl type C17);
Reverse: Departure postmark of Lyanglyang (Hellrigl
type N37), dated B.S. 56/2/18;
Reverse: Arrival datestamp of Kathmandu (Hellrigl type
D75), dated B.S. 56/2/20;

REMARKS: The combination of imperforate and pin-perforated
stamps is extremely rare;

CONDITION: One 2 annas stamp (pos.38) has a wide tear at the
top; the 1 anna stamp was separated with scissors,
hence parts of the perforation lines are missing;
otherwise the cover is fine;

OPINION: In my opinion, the cover, four stamps and postal mark-
ings described above and illustrated on page
certificate, are genuine in every respect.

Member: Assoclation Internationale des Experts Philatéliques (Expert for Nepal and Tibet) - Nepal and Tibet Philatelic Study
Circle - Nepal Philatelic Soclety - india Stugy Circie for Philately - Forschungsgemelnschait indien e.V. im BDPh .
China Stamp Society Inc. - China Phiiatelic Society of Loncdon - Forschungsgemeinschaft China-Phiiatelle e.V. im
BOPh . Royal Philatelic Society. London



Eight Annas Rate - Registered

Kathmandu Birganij Birganj
May 16 gan) M 1
May 15
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1907. Reaqistered cover from Birgani to Kathmandu. Very scarce rate of 8 annas.



Nine Annas Rate - Triple/Registered/Acknowledgment Due

Kathmandu
Bankey
April 20
April 12
1898. Registered cover from Bankey to Kathmandu. Most of stamps on the
front are missing. Only nine anna rate cover recorded.
The Bankey postmaster has indicated on the back of the cover a detailed
accounting of the stamps affixed plus other pertinent information.
"NO. 13" (Registration #)
Il'r ' - 1t
"Registered Acknowledgment Due" otal # of stamps - 3

"One anna stamp - 1"
"2 anna stamp - X" (0)

ﬂ}l‘n’ 3 1))e "Four anna stamp - two"

"Tola 2 3/4" (Weight)

“Center is sewn by thread" "Wax seals of
(still present under the wax seals) Yog Prathap - 14"



Ten Annas Rate - Quadruple/Acknowledgment Due/Registered

Kathmandu Doti Doti

May 4 April 24



Dr. Wolfgang C. Hellrigl

P.O. Box 349 Office:
39100 Bozen. haly Tel. (0471) 24564

Bozen, 4th October 1986

Certificate

NEPAL: April 1894, registered R.R. cover from Doti to
Kathmandu, bearing the following stamps and postal
markings:

STAMPS: 2 annas, 1886-1898 issue, violet, imperforate, on
medium to thick native paper, single copy:
Hellrigl/Vignola catalogue No.1l2;

4 annas, 1886-1898 issue, yellow-green, imperforate,
on thick native paper, two single copies;
Hellrigl/vVignola catalogue No.1l3b;

POSTAL MARKINGS: Front: Cancellation of Doti (Hellrigl type
Cl2);
Reverse: Departure postmark of Doti (Hellrigl type
N24), dated B.S. 51/1/14;
Arrival datestamp of Kathmandu (Hellrigl type D74),
dated B.S. 51/1/24;

REMARKS: The 10-annas rate is exceptionally high; To the
best of my knowledge, this is the only l0O-annas cover
in existence; An extremely rare franking;

CONDITION: All three stamps are cut very close and have
various creases; The cover is torn in places, at
the top; Otherwise fine;

ILLUSTRATION: See page two of this certificate;
OPINION: In my opinion, the cover, stamps and postal markings

described above and illustrated on page two of t is
certificate, are genuine in every respect.



Eleven Annas Rate - Quintuple/Acknowledgement Due/Registered

Kalalya Kathmandu

1892. Registered cover from Kalaiya to Kathmandu. The four anna stamps
have traces of perforations - the earliest recorded examples of perforated

stamps being used. Only two Classic covers are recorded at the
11 anna rate.



Dr. Wolfgang C. Hellrigl

P.O. Box 349 Office:
38100 Bozen. italy Tel. (0471) 24564

Bozen, 7th May 1984

Certificate No.1984/143

NEPAL: A registered cover from Kalaiya to Kathmandu, dated May 1892,
bearing the following four stamps of the 1886-1898 issue:
1 anna blue; 2 annas grey-violet; 4 annas dark green (two
copies);
The stamps are imperforate but both 4 annas stamps show
traces of pin-perforations on one side; these could well be
unofficial pin-perforations, since the accepted perforations
of the stamps on native paper did not commence until c.1898;
The stamps are on medium to thick native paner;

CATALOGUE: Hellrigl/Vignola cataloaue Nos.1llb, 12b, 13 (two copies);

POSTAL MARKINGS: On front: cancellation of Kalaiya IIIA (Hellrigl
type C36); On reverse: Manuscript-in-circle postmark of Ka-
laiya Il (Hellrigl type H149) dated B.S.49/2/15; arrival
datestamp of Kathmandu XII (Hellrigl type D72) dated B.S.49/
2/16;

ILLUSTRATION:

FGING C. HELLA
BEN A. I E. P,

. contiunued overleaf






Thirteen Annas Rate - Octuple/ Registered

Pokhara Pokhara Kathmandu

Nov. 11 Nov. 15

1904. Registered covered to Kathmandu. The high rate of 13 annas cover recorded at this rate)
was due to the weight of 8 tolas.
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Dr. Wolfgang C. Hellrigl

P.O. Box 349 Office:
39100 Bozen, ltaly Tel. (0471) 24564

28th September, 1989

Certificate No.

NEPAL: November, 1904, registered cover from Pokhara to
Kathmandu, bearing the following stamps and postal
markings:

STAMPS: 1 anna, recut-frame variety, 1901-1907 issue, light
blue, single copy from setting No. 27.
4 annas, 1898-1907 issue, green, block of three;
"All stamps are imperforate, on medium native paper.
-« .. . - Hellrigl/Vignola catalogue Nos. 27b and 18b.

POSTAL MARKINGS:
Front: cancellation of Pokhara (Hellrigl type C83);
Reverse: departure postmark of Pokhara (Hellrigl type
B . 61/7/19; arrival datestamp of Kath-
=77 "'D78) dated.B.S. 61/7/23.

(13 annas), due to a weight of 8
tolas ‘ very rare.

.CONDITION: . The. cover has been cut open at the two sides.
& “Otherwise, the condition of the stamps and cover are

page two of this certificate.

In my opinion, the cover, the four stamps and the
postal markings described above and illustrated on
page two of this certificate, are genuine in ever
respect.



Kathmandu's Post Office posting record book for
1891-1892. Each entry is accompanied by the
postal seal of Kathmandu.



TRANSITIONAL PERIOD

In mid 1907, four new stamps, known asthe Pashupati issue, were issued to replace the four stamps of
the Classic issue which had been in use some 26 years. The values of the new issue are expressed in
pice, rather than annas, at the following coversions: 2 pice brown (official and post card rate) = 1/2 anna; 4
pice green (standard 1 tola weight ) = 1 anna; 8 pice red (double weight) = 2 annas; 16 pice purple
(mostly used for registration) = 4 annas. The postal rates did not change with the issue of the new
stamps. In fact, the rates stayed the same until the mid 1950s - a period of over 70 years!

Two original artist sketches in watercolor were prepared by Keymer and Sons. The first sketch was sent
to the printers, Perkins, Bacon & Co. on Nov 18, 1906, followed by the revision of the center design on
January 6, 1907, as recorded in their “Letter Book”. These two unique sketches (formerly in the collection
of Mr. Peter Holcombe) are the only ones illustrating the complete design. Placing the second sketch
within the first sketch makes up the accepted design, as illustrated by the 1907 8 pice plate proof.

Revised Accepted Design
Center (8 pice plate proof)
Sketch

First Sketch

Earliest Recorded Use of a -

1907, November 9. From Kathmandu to a Nepalese trader in Kuti, Tibet. Date-stamp used as canceller.
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In mid 1907 a new set of stamps was introduced to replace the classic
issue. Refered to as the Pashupati issue their values were expressed in
pice, with one anna equaling four pice. During this period (1907-1911l) the
classic cancels were retained and new experimental date-stamps combining
cancel and postmark were introduced. Also, the hand-dated negative postmark
of the 1890's was used as a cancel., During this period very rare mixed
issue covers bearing classic and Pashupati stamps came about.

Kathmandu

1908. Dhankuta to Kathmandu. Despite the condition, these
represent an extraordinary match of classic {single
rate) and Pashupati (registered) covers mailed the same day, Dhankuta
from the same town, to the same destination, and with the
same arrival date - obviously carried in the same mail bag.

Dec., 24

Dec, 19




Transitional Period

E,’}\win

Kathmandu
March 30
1907

March 24 March 30

Hanumannagar Kathmandu

Nov. 28 Dec, 4

Kathmandu

December 4
1908



Kathmandu
April 10
April 10
Kathmandu
Dec., 6

Transitional Period

April 5,

Dec.

1,

1907

1908

Ridi

Kathmandu

December 6



Kathmandu Birganj Birganj

April 26 April 24
April 25

1908. Registered mixed issue 28 pice rate cover from Birganj to
Kathmandu, bearing a classic 1 anna stamp and three 8 pice Pashupati
stamps. Only 9 such mixed issue covers have been recorded.
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1908. August 22,

Kathmandu
Local Usage

1908. June 1.






Hanumannagar Hanumannagar Kathmandu

May 30 June 4

1908. Registered cover bearing three different value
Pashupati stamps tied by the classic postmark of
Hanumannagar.






Kathmandu Jaleswar

Classic date-stamp

Transitional postmark
used as a canceller,

mechanically dated.

January 23 January 20

1909. Registered mixed issue Classic-Pashupati cover
from Jaleswar to Kathmandu. Only nine such covers
are recorded and this is the only one bearing a
multiple of a classic stamp (includes an inverted

cliche).
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Dr. Wolfgang C. '
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B N P.O. Box 349 Office:

“ORIANT 39100 Bozen. italy Tel. (0471) 24564

Bozen, 10th Sept. 1985

Certificate No. 1985/38

NEPAL: January 1909, registered cover from Jaleswar to
Kathmandu, bearing the following stamps and postal
markings:

STAMPS: 1 anna, recut-frame variety, 1901-1907 issue, dull
blue, imperforate, on medium native paper, vertical
strip of three (pos.41, 4Y, 57) containing one in-
verted cliché, pos.41l. Hellrigl/Vignola catalogue
No.27 + 27a. Hellrigl/vVignola 1 anna setting No.27.
16 pice, violet, Shri Pashupati issue of 1907 (Scott
No. 29);

POSTAL MARKINGS (all on reverse): Cancellation of Jaleswar
(Hellrigl type N29) dated B.S. 65/10/7; arrival
datestamp of Kathmandu (Hellrigl type D111) dated
B.§. 65/16/106;

CONDITION: Very fine;

REMARKS: Covers bearing a combination of classic and Pashu-
pati issues are extremely rare;

ILLUSTRATION: See page 2 of this certificate;

OPINION: In my opinion, the cover, stamps and postal markings
described above and illustrated, are genuine in every
respect.

continued

Member: Association Internationale des Experts Philatéliques (Expert for Nepal and Tibet) - Nepal and Tibet Philatelic Study



Transitional Period

Kathmandu

August 14

July 27 1908. to

Doti

Jan. 9

Kathmandu

Jan. 19
New transi-
Postmark

1909. Doti to Kathmandu.



Transitional Period

Bijayapur

Kathmandu

Jan. 19
Transitional
Postmark

1909. Hand-dated c.d.s. used as a departure postmark.

Jan,., 11
Bijayapur

Mar. 25



Kathmandu Hanumannagar Bijayapur Bijayapur

May 25 May 19 May 16

1909. Registered mixed issue 24 pice rate cover from Bijayapur,
transit Hanumannagar to Kathmandu, bearing one classic 4 anna
stamp and one 8 pice Pashupati stamp (the only cover known
bearing a classic 4 anna stamp in conjunction with a Pashupati
stamp. Only 9 Classic-Pashupati mixed issued covers recorded.



POSTAL

Dr. Wolfgang

P.O. Box 349 Office:
39100 Bozen. italy Tel. (047) 24564

Bozen, 1l2th December

Certificate No.1986/103

May 1908, registered cover from Bijayapur to Kath-
mandu bearing the following stamps and postal mark-
ings:

4 annas, 1898-1907 issue, dark green, imperforate,
on thin native paper, single copy; Hellrigl/Vignola
catalogue No.1l8b;

8 pice, Perkins, Bacon issue of 1907, carmine, single
copy: Scott catalogue No.28;

MARKINGS (all on reverse):

Cancellation of Bijayapur (Hellrigl type C30);
Departure postmark of Bijayapur (Hellrigl type N9),
dated B.S. 65/2/3;

Intransit postmark of Hanumannagar (Hellrigl type
N26), dated B.S. 65/2/6;

Arrival datestamp of Kathmandu (Hellrigl type D79),
dated 65/2/12;

REMARKS: This is an extremely rare combination - the only

cover known bearing a classic 4 annas stamp in con-
junction with a Pashupati stamp and that has been
commercially used.

The Bijayapur markings are very rare;

CONDITION: The 4 annas stamp has a hole that was patched up

rather crudely (involving adhesion of front and
back of the cover on and around the defective area).
The same stamp shows heavy transpiration of a red-
brown gum. Otherwise, the cover is in fine condi-
tion.

ILLUSTRATION: See page two of this certificate;

OPINION: In my opinion, the cover, stamps and postal mark-

ings described above and illustrated on page two of
this certificate, are genuine in all respects.

1986



Transitional Period

Taulihawa Kathmandu

June 14 June 21

1908. Taulihawa to kathmandu.

Taulihawa

. Kathmandu
Taulihawa
Jan. 26
Jan., 19
Transitional
postmark

1909, Taulihawa to Kathmandu.



1909, Aug. 9, single weight cover from Bijayapur using a circular date stamp as a cancel and
a departure postmark (Aug. 10). Dhankuta transit c.d.s. ( Aug. 13 & 14 - one on front),
Kathmandu receiving c.d.s. (Aug. 23 - transit time of 14 days).



November 17

September 3

Kathmandu
1909

November 16

Transitional
Hand-Dated
Postmark

September 2



Kathmandu

November 24

Kathmandu

Nov,.

Nov.

24

17

Nov. 20, 1909
Transitional Postmark

Kadarban
Mechanically Dated

Nov. 14, 1909



1903 cover which was carried over the border from Kirong, Tibet, and posted in Rasuwa on
October 26 (manuscript date within a circle on back). The postmaster used the postal seal
of Rasuwa to cancel the stamp (rare usage). The letter arrived in Kathmandu on October 30

(circular date-stamp on back).

1904 cover from Banke (August 30 dated backstamp) to Rasuwa (September 13
manuscript date on back). The post office in Rasuwa was one of two border cross-over
points for mail going to and from Tibet. The other being the post office in Tatapani.



Tatapani

Tatapani
Kathmandu
Aug. 11
Aug. 14 1904
Two ~ weight covers mailed from Kuti, Tibet, to
- with transit stops in Tatapani and Chautara. Both
bear stamps cancelled by different Postmaster's seals - rare
usages.
g€ 1213¢
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"
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1909



Postmasters' seals used as cancellations:

Tatapani March 1903
Tatapani
type I
Tatapani
type II
Tatapani August 1909

Two covers from Kuti, Tibet, that entered the Nepalese postal system
at Tatapani. The stamps - 1 anna recut-frame variety, setting 27 -
bear the seal-cancellation of the postmaster of Tatapani.




DEPON JIGME TERIKNG,

A 1948 (September 8) cover from Kathmandu which was underpaid by 2 pice but not assesed a
due fee. It was sent via Gyantse (received September 18) to Lhasa, where the 2 tangka
(unregistered rate) stamp was cancelled. Usually, the stamp would be affixed and cancelled in the
forwarding town (Gyantse in this case) but possibly, it was applied as postage due. The addressee,
Depon ("General") Jigme Tering, was a highly ranked Tibet official and important figure at this
time.



KUTI to KATHMANDU, tied by the personal seal of the postmaster (Jagat Bahadur), Hellrigl Tatapani I,
on a recut one-anna. Transit postmark hand-drawn on back side in Tatapani (justinto Nepal, border town)
63/4/22=Aug. 5, 1906, and nearly Chautara same day. Kathmandu arrival strike illegible.



Oct. 29 Oct. 31

1804. Double weight cover from Kyrong, Tibet. It was carried by courier across the
border into Nepal and posted in Rasuwa for delivery to Kathmandu, with transit
postmark of Trisuli.



1909 cover (with original letter) which was carried from Kuti and posted over the border at Tatapani where a
Nepalese stamp was affixed and cancelled by the postmaster using his seal (rare usage), on April 3. He also
applied a manuscript notation (place and date) to the cover and sent it to Chautara (transit marking of April 3). It

reached Kathmandu on April 6. The enclosed letter is a wedding invitation.

A Nepalese trader's cover mailed in May of 1914 which traveled across the border and cancelled in Tatapani. It
reached Kathmandu on June 1. The "flag" is a trader's identifying mark.



Kathmandu Chautara Tatapani Tatapani

{tlznj

May 30

Postmaster’s
June 2 May 30

1909 registered mixed-issue cover sent by the Nepalese Consulate at the Court in Kuti and posted
over the border in Tatapani. This is the only known cover from the courts in Tibet using stamps

for postage. Apparently, the contents were of great inportance and therefore sent by registered
mail. Only 9 mixed issue Classic-Pashupati covers have been recorded and this is the only one

from Tibet.



1909, June 10, cover from Kerong, Tibet, which was carried over the border to Rasuwa
and cancelled with a blank device. The postmaster applied a manuscriptdate and name of
town within the circle. The cover arrived in Kathmandu on June 11.



This exhibit would not be complete without some treatment of the
Telephone/Telegraph system, since some of the offices were located in main post offices
as well as separate facilities. Starting in 1917, telegrams destined for Nepal were sent by
morse code to the Indian office in Raxual (border town with Nepal), translated into English,
and transferred orally via the Nepal “party line” telephone system. In Nepal the telegram
was transcribed from the telephone conversation into English or Devanagari. Several
different types of telegraph cancels were used, most notably were the ones in the shapes
of telephones! For a brief period of time, a Kathmandu postal cancel was put into service
as a telegraph cancel. The telegraph system demanded the use of stamps to pay fees (3
pice per word), and, in the beginning, classic postage stamps which had been kept in the
Treasury after the introduction of the Pashupati issue, were pressed into service. After this
supply was exhausted, new printings, using the old classic plates, were used in lieu of the
Pashupati issue (this issue was imported from England at some expense). Later on
Pashupati stamps were used on telegrams. Very few complete telegraph forms exist with
the attached stamps as dealers have removed them for sale. In 1959, Nepal issued official
stamps which were used to pay telegraph fees as well as postage on official mail.

BIRGANJ CHISAPARI KATHMANDU

URGEN T. On Telegraph Servic~.

=

T'_.

P

F XX

1908, Jan. 10. Indian “On Telegraph Service” envelope from Raksal (Raxaul) to
Kathmandu (Nepal backstamp of Jan. 17). This is a forerunner to the postal history of
Nepal's telephone/telegraph system. Since Nepal was not set up yet to receive
telegraphs, it was sent via of the regular postal system (fees, including postage, were paid
for in cash at the Indian telegraph office).



1921, May 30. Telegraph form bearing 12 annas on the back (16 words = 48 pice [3 pice per word] = 12
annas); canceled with the Birganj obliterator. This is one of the earliest complete forms with stamps extant.
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1921, June 14. Back of telegram (synonymous with telegraph) from Birganj to Kathmandu.
Bearing 9 annas in fees.






- EAT C A POSTs [ELEGRAPIIS.

NOTICe. | Charges to pay.

g
This form 'mtst aoccaLny any inquiry made respecting bhis Te'egram.

Advertising Agents ¢{ P.O.Box 371, BOMBAY.
Indian Siatc. and Eastern Agency. {3, Temple Chambers, CALCUTTA

S.-74)

Katim Pux Bros.—brinters—Cal.—jg (B 9) —56-4-26— 40,000 bha,

1926. A “Received Message Form” which was filled out at the Raxual telegraph office on
Dec. 9. The message originated at Lhasa the previous day. A rough translation of the
message reads: ‘Number . . . letter arrived. Itis agreedto give the money. Will give here.
If it is white Mohar it cannot be given. White Mohar is not available here. Reply soon’.
This would have been sentby a Nepalese trader in Lhasa. A large percentage ofthe early
telegrams generated were from Nepalese traders; the balance was made up of official

government business.

ldl
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1929, Feb. 15. Telegram from Chisapani bearing 164 pice in fees (block of 1907 2 pice + 2 single 2
pice) for 55 words of text. The classic cancel of Chisapani was resurrected in 1929 for the purpose of
canceling telegraph forms and also as a postal canceler. It was in use until 1931.









&ddressed to :-
Sender's name:-

Contents t-

Telegram Date:-

Lt.Col. Lek Pratap Jung, Birgunj Goswora,
Not mentioned,

Mr. Govinda Rej had agreed to buy the rice at the rate of Re 3/- per
mound. So give tBis news to all.etc.
Not mentioned.
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