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THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEPAL'S POSTAL SYSTEM, 1m-1911 
In the 18th centuy, unification or the various small kingdoms In Nepal by King Prithvi 
Narayan brought about the system, known as 11Kagati Aulak" ("Paper Post), tO deliver 
state communications and royal dispatches by horse-ccuier and relay-runners between the 
main towns. 
A majority of the early local (sometimes incorrectly referred to as ·NativeJ::espondenoe 
was a result of internal corlllds and border disDU:8s - virtually all was c:I · narure. The 
victory of the East India Company in the 11!ulglo-Gorkha War cl 1814-1816" permitted the 
British to set l4> a Res� tn Kathmandu, Which included a post office. In 1879, Prime 
Minister Rana Udip Singh made the postal system available to everyone with the 
fonnation c:I post offla)s . the introdUction cl postmarks and the acceptance cl ptJJlic mat. 
He was also responsible for the introduction of Nepal's first issue of postage stamps in 
1881: 1 anna, uttra.marlne (paid the single weight fee - 1 tola); 2 annas, puple ard 4 amas 
green. 
A �ransitional Period" (1907-1911) came about with the introduction of tour new stamps 
knovvn as the Pash� Issue, with values in pioe rather than annas {2, 4, 8, 16; 1 anna 
equals 4 pice). Duing this period a phasing out d ·c1assic" period stamps and postmarks 
restJted in 1IYee very URJSUal postal us� - mixture of Classic and Pashupati stamps, 
Classie period cancels used to obliterate Pashi..pati stamps, and the use of hand-dated 
negative postmart<s of the 1890s used as cancellers. 
This exhibit presents Items reflecting the postal system of Nepal, as described above, includirVJ routes, postmarks, rates and lnJSUBI usages. 
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Most of Ule lllustraUons In this exhibit were taken trom works by Dr. Wolfgang Hellrlgl,_Wltb_bls kind pennlsslon. 



Almora 

June 25 

Almora Baitadi Doti Doti 

June 16 June 15 

INDIA 
1897. Nepal -India combination cover 
f rom Doti with Baitadi trans it and 
Almora del ivery postmarks . The 
Indian stamp was c ancelled upon 
receipt in Almora . Only six C l as s ic 
Nepal-India combination covers recorded . 

Almora 

Since Doti and Almora had very s imilar latitudes , 
it was muc h more convenient to use thi s  route 
rather than the ci rcuitous one to the Briti sh
Indian post o f f  ice in Kathmandu which normally 
was used for mai l  going outs ide the Nepalese 
border. Al so, it i s  pos s ible that the convential 
route was temporarily c lose due to f loods or 
earth s l ides . 

Baitadi 

, , 
... , '• .. 
Doti 

NEPAL 



Calcutta 

Sept. 1 0  

/ I 
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Jamnaha/ 

Bahraich 

Sept . 6 

�---/ 

Banke Salyan 

Sept . 3 Aug . 30 

1 9 0 0. Nepal-India combination cover f rom Salyan 
with Banke transit and Calcutta delivery post
marks . The Indian stamp was cancelled upon re
ceipt in Jamnaha. Thi s  very unusual route was 
probably due to floods making the usual routing 
through the British o f f ice pos s ible. Only s ix 
Clas s ic Nepal-India combination covers recorded . 
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1901, Aug. 10. Cover from Ridi (Aug. 10) to Abbottabad (Aug. 17), near the 
Afghan border, bearing a Nepalese one anna stamp. This is an extremely unusual example of an unofficial exchange of mail between Nepal and India. Instead of 
going through the Residency post office (requiring Indian postage for delivery 
outside of Nepal) the cover travelled south via Parasi (Aug. 13) and Bridgmanganj 
(Aug. 14). The postage due handstamp and the manuscript notation ("Postage due 
because it was sent out of Nepal") were most likely applied in India. The envelope 
(hand-made) is of an unusual configuration (even for Local Nepal) and is held 
together with a typical red glue. 
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1 907, May 1 4. Quarter anna Indian postal card (reply portion) used from Nepal to 
Ratangarh, India, via the Residency post office in Kathmandu. 



1908, May. Nepal-India combination cover from Banke to Kathmandu via Jamnaha. 
Very unusual example of an unofficial postal exchange between Nepal and India. 
The Nepalese stamp paid the postage to the Indian border and from the 
Raxaul/Birganj border to Kathmandu (May 14 delivery datestamp of the Residency 
post office). The Indian stamp paid the postage from Banke to Raxual. This is the 
only recorded classic Nepal-India combination cover to have left and re-entered 
Nepal. Only six Classic Nepal-India combination covers recorded. 
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POSTAL BATES 
One TOLA equals 1 1 .  66 grams. 

Letters: Weighing up to 1 tola = 1 anna; Each additional Tola or part thereof = 1 anna. 

Registration fee (does not include postage) = 5 annas. Post/Postal Cards = 1 /2  anna. 

Acknowledgment Due = 1 anna . Parcels: 4 annas per 20 Tolas (or part thereof). 

Official Mail : From Kathmandu to the Maharaja's Camp or from the Camp to Kathmandu = 4 annas. 

Most unregistered letters bear the rate of 1 anna. The majority of registered letters bear the rate of 7 
annas (5 annas plus 2 annas for double weight, or 1 anna for single weight plus 1 anna for 
Acknowledgment Oue). Registered letters were heavier due to the compufsory application of wax seals 
in at least 5 places. 

CLASSIC CANCELS 
The classic cancels, introduced in 1 881 with the issue of the first postage stamps, are of special interest, 
not only due to the variety of designs, but also because of their aesthetic appeal. They are best 
grouped as to design (as per Dr. Hellrigl). In all but a few rare instances (i.e. manuscript cancels), the 
central Devanagari character designates a particular post office. During the Transitional Period, new and 
odd uses of postmarks existed. Tilustrated below are examples of each type, including rare manuscript 
applications. 

Standard Circular Standard Hexagonal Standard Square Octagonal 

� 
-

• 
-

� 
-

Non-Standard Circular Non-Standard Hexagonal Non-Standard Square Postmaster's Seal 

• 
Manuscript Markings 

c. 1 881 -6 Udaipur C. 1 890 c. 1 900 Kalaiya 1 887 

Heptagonal 

Postal Seal 

Kalaiya 1 887 



Half Anna Rate 

-

1 899 (January) Official cover from General Banbir Bikram Rana 
at the Maharaja's Camp in the Terai, to Commander-In-Chief 
General Deva Sham Sher in Kathmandu. The enclosed letter, 
dated January 1 6, contained 2 rupees (silver coins) as a favor 
for office appointments for his sons. General Bikram's personal 
seal was mostly likely used as the canceller. EarHest known use of the 112 stamp. 

Circa 1 903-1907 Official cover addressed to the Maharaja's 
Camp in the Terai. The 112 anna stamp is tied by pen cancel -
rare manuscript postmark. 



Jaleswar 

May 27 

One Anna Rate 

Kathmandu 

May 24 

1 881 .  Single weight cover bearing first issue 
perforated one anna stamp tied by 
Kathmandu's first cancel in Blue - after 1 881 
this cancel is found only in Black. Less than 
five covers are known bearing a perforated 
first issue one anna stamp. 

Kathmandu 



P.O. Box 349 
39100 Bozen. Italy 

Dr. Wolfgang C. Hellrigl 

Office: 
Tel. (0471) 24564 

Boz en , 9 t h J u n e  1 984 

C e r t i f i c a t e No . 1984/ 1 98 

NEPAL : c . 27th May 1881 , cover f r om Ka thma nd u , bea r i ng 
the fol low i ng stamp a nd pos tal  ma r k i ng s : 

STAMP : 1881 i s su e , 1 anna , deep u l t r ama r i ne , p i n-pe r fo
r a ted s i ng l e  copy , on wh i te wove E u r opea n pape r ; 
H e l l r i g l/Vignola catalog ue No . l ;  

POSTMARKS :  Front : c9nce l la t ion o f  Ka thma nd u ( He l l r i g l  
C65 ) , g r e en i sh-blue s t r i k e ;  -
Reve r s e : uni dent i f i ed dates tamp ; 

CONDITION : F i ne ; 

REMARKS : A g r ea t  r a r i ty ,  t h i s  is  probably the second o ldest  
cov e r  bea r i ng a stamp of the  f i r s t i s sue ( t he oldest  
cover  be i ng d ated 5 th May ) ; 

I LLU STRAT I ON : 

1 -. 

::: :.. ,_ . = � 
c3 -· 

: '' 1' 
-

OP I N I ON : I n  my op i n ion , the cove r , stamp and pos tm a r k s ,  
d e scr i bed a nd i l lus t r a ted above , 
i n  eve r y  r e spec t . 







Kathmandu 

1 882. Si�le wei�ht cover bearing first issue one anna, tied by 
spectacular 'Whoral ' cancel of Kathmandu. Sent to Kalaiya. 

Kathmandu 

Sept. 2 
Kalaiya 

Sept. 2 



Pos tal S ea l  

r l 

Taul ihawa 

1 8 8 6  ( a ug .  23 ) .  S ing le we ight to Kathmandu ( c . d . s . on revers e ) . Only 2 
recorded exampleS of this Ta ul ihawa manusc ript pos ta l s eal . 



S ingl e Rate 

Dailekh Dailekh 

April 27 

1� Da ilekh to Ka thmandu 

1!9� 



S ingl e  Rate 

Da i l ekh Dailekh 

@ 
-

� t  April 27 

� B  
1-B%9-. Da i lekh �o Kathmandu 

Itel� 



Jaleswar 

Jhapa 

Aug. 27 

One Anna Rate-

1 889. Single weight cover from Jaleswar to 
Kathmandu (receiving postmark on reverse). 

1 897. Single weight cover from Jhapa to Kathmandu (departure and 
receiving postmarks on reverse) .  The Jhapa postmark is very scarce. 

Jaleswar 

July 27 

Jhapa 



Two Annas Rate - Double Weight 

Banke Banke Kathmandu 

-

Jan. 1 3  Jan 21 
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1 884. Double weight cover from Banke to Kathmandu. Unusual manuscript 
alterations of the Banke circular-date-stamp. Double weight First Issue covers 

are veiy rare. 



1898, April 16. A European letter 
head and envelope sent by a high 
official from Kalaiya to the Prime 
Minister, acknowledging receipt of a 
medal awarded for meritorious service 
in transferring important government 
offices from Kalaiya to the formerly 
insignificant border vil lage of Gahawa 
(changed to Birganj after the move). 
The sender also enclosed a one 
Rupee coin:  a customary convention 
when acknowledging a significant honor, 
thus the double weight postage. The 
postmaster has applied his seal along 
wtih the manuscript date of departure 
and the name of the town, Gahawa, 
on the back of the cover: used as a 
departure postmark (this particular 
postmaster seal is very unusual) . 

KALA I YA 

Oir:��;l 

B I RGANJ 



Doti 

t 

Kathmandu 

Dec. 25 

ry � 
.......... 
� ........ 
.. ...,..,. 

Dec. 25 

One Anna Rate 

1 887. Single weight cover from Doti (no 
departure postmark) to Kathmandu. Usual transit 
time between Doti and Kathmandu is 1 0- 13  
days. 

1 904. Single weight cover from Bijayapur with fancy cancel and undated 
postmark, to Kathmandu (manuscript and standard c.d.s. receiving 
postmarks). 

Kathmandu 

July 5 

Bijayapur 



One Anna Rate 

1 889. Single weight cover from Kanchanpur (manu
script departure postmark) to Kathmandu - transit time 
time of 1 1  days. 

1 903. Single weight cover from Gorkha to Kathmandu, bearing a re
cut one anna stamp on European Wove paper (Nepal's rarest �ularly jssued postage stamp - approximately 350 printed). 



Kai lal i  

-

One Anna Rate 

1 902, March 9. Single wei9ht cover from Kailali, transit Dahaban, to 
Kathmandu - a defivery time of 1 1  days. Less than 5 covers 
recorded beadog tbe cancel of t<ailali. 

1 908, June 20. Single weight cover from Chautara to 
Kathmandu. Less than five covers recorded bearing the 
cancel of Chautara. 

Chautara 



Kathmandu 

Oct. 14 

Salyan 

Oct. 21 

1909. Kattmandu 1D Salyan. A anent hand-dated postmark was not available and the arrival postmark was used as an 
obliterator. Commercial use d the 112 am is very unusual (ttYee OCNerS recorded). 

Banke 

Oct 16 

1909. Triple weight cover from Banke with negative hand-dated post
marks used as cancellers. 



Dahaban 

January 1 4  

1 903, July 30. Double weight cover from Siraha to Kathmandu 
(departure and receiving postmarks on reverse) . Apparently the 
stamp was not cancelled upon departure and upon receipt a postal 
employee used Nepal's postal seal as a canceller - only example 
known for such usage. 

r 
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.... • 
-

-

1 908. Single weight cover bearing the postal seal of Dahaban used 
as a cancel. Rare usage. 

Kathmandu 

Kathmandu 

January 21 



Circular Date-Stamps Used as Cancellers 
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1 907, March 23. Single weight cover from Dahaban (departure and 
Kathmandu receiving postmarks on back) . 
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1 902, March 5. Single weight cover from Sindhuli (departure 
postmark and Kathmandu receiving postmark on back). 



Kathmandu 

June 4 

-�=====1 9 0 8 . K thrnandu . to a Pokhara 

Pokhara 

May 28 



-

Sindhuli 

Two Anna Rate - Double Weight 

Sindhuli 

Nov. 24 

Lyanglyang 
Nov. 24 

1904. Double weight cover from Sindhuli with its circular-date-stamp used as cancetlers. 
Sent to Kathmandu (manuscript receiving date). 

Kathmandu 

-

Jumla 

Sept. 29 

Sept. 30 
1908. Double weight cloth bag from Jumla (2 departure c.d.s. on 
reverse) to Kathmandu. The bag most likely contained coins. 

Oct. 1 4  



Two Annas Rate·- Double Weight 

' 

�/.) J 7 

1 905. Double weight cover from Jaleswar to Kathmandu. 

1 904. Double weight cover from Sarlahi, transit Kadarban, to Kathmandu. 



Bi rganj 

July 26 
July 27 

Four Annas Rate - Quadruple 

Bi rganj Kathmandu 

July 28 

1 904. Cover from Birganj to Kathmandu rated at four times the single rate -
only four quadruple rated classic covers are recorded. 



Six Annas Rate - Registered 

Lyanglyang Lyanglyang Kathmandu 

" 
s ®i§  z11.·c 

"''!!JJ 
Feb. 28 Feb. 30 

1 892. Registered, single weight cover from 
Lyanglyang to Kathmandu. This is the only commercial 
coyer known bearing a combioatjon of the first and 
second jssues. 



� :-: Jtirrmr :-: 
Dr. Wolfgang C. Hellrigl � I � 

- !ii; � 
It � � Office: 
:-: w1� :·: 

P.O. Box 349 
39100 Bozen. Italy Tel. (04n) 24564 0 •n ;J 

Bozen , 28 . 4 . 1 983 

C E R T I F I C A T E 

NE PAL : Februa ry 1 89 2 . Sma l l reg i s tered na t i ve cover from Lya ng l yang to 

Ka thmandu , addre s sed to the Corrvnander- i n -Ch i ef ,  Dev S hams her Ra

na , b ea r i n g  two s tamps -a nd three po s ta l ma r k i ng s  on the reverse ; 

STAMPS : Nepa l , 4 a nn a s , 1 88 1  i s su e ,  ye l l ow-green , on wh i te wov e Europe 

a n  pa per , s l i g htl y d efec t i ve w i th a f i ne tea r ,  a crea s e  a n d  two 

sma l l hol e s  a nd c u t  cl o s e  on two s i d e s ; 
N e pa l , 2 anna s , 1 886 i s sue , v i ol et ,  on na ti ve pa per , c u t  c l o s e  

on two s i d e s ; 

POSTAL MAR K I NGS : Cancel l a t i on of Lya ng l ya ng ( He l l r i g l  type C l 7 ) ; ma n u 

sc r i pt- i n - c i rc l e  departure postma r k  of Lya ng l yang ( type H l 54 ) , 

da ted B . S .  48/ 1 1/ 1 5 ,  a t  bottom ; ma nu scr i pt arri v a l  postma r k  of 

Ka thma ndu ( type H 22 ) , d a ted B . S .  48/ 1 1/ 1 7 , a t  r i g h t ; 

The ova l  ma r k i ng partl y cancel l i ng the 2 a nnas s tamp a ppea rs to 
be a pr i va te i n k s ea l ; 

REMARKS : The fra n k i ng i s  extremel y  ra r e :  so fa r ,  th i s  i s  the o n l y  co
ver known bea r i ng a comb i na t i on of the 1881 a nd 1886 i s sues . Al 

t hough both pr i nt i ngs had l ong been repl aced by 1 89 2 , the cover 

represents a corrmerc i a l  u s e ;  

OP I N I ON :  I n  my opi n i on the cover , s tamps a nd pos ta l  ma r k i ng s  are a l l 
nerfec t l v a enu i ne .  ** 



Only the fi rst pin-pert issue of 1881 was gummed and post offices were left to their own choice of 
adhesive for securing stamps to covers. Around the turn of the twentieth century some post offices used 
a hyde glue with a reddish-brown tint. Depending upon the thickness of the locally made paper, 
absorbtion of glue sometimes penetrated through to the front of the stamp. It wasn't until the Pashupati 
issue of 1907 that Nepal's stamps were again available with gum. 

1901 (November 26) registered cover from Dhankuta to Kathmandu (backstamp of November 30).  The 
stamps were placed upside down on the envelope before glue was applied, leaving outlines of the 
stamps. The paper of the stamps is th in and of poor qual ity, resu lting in absorbtion of gum to the faces of 
the stamps. 

1904 (April 24 circular date stamp) registered cover from Pokhara with some gum absorbtion showing on 
the faces of the stamps. In contrast to the above cover, the glue was not applied as heavily, yet the 
stamp on the right (one anna value) is of very thin paper and the gum soaked through in places. The 
cover arrived in Kathmandu on April 29 (backstamp) . 



Seven Annas Rate - Registered/Acknowledgment Due 

Kathmandu 

Dec. 6 

The postmaster in Trisuli has notated an 
account of the affixed stamps. 

, 
' 

_ ,  

Tlisuli 

Dec. 3 

"Four anna stamp - 1 11 

"Two anna stamp - 1 "  
"One anna stamp - 1 11 

� 11311 (Total) 

1 904. Registered, single weight cover from Trisuli to Kathmandu. 



Kathmandu 

Sept. 4 

1 901 . Registered, double weight cover from Jaleswar to Kathmandu. 

Jaleswar 

Sept. 1 



Seven Annas Rate - Registered 

/ 
. Kathmandu 

1 899. Registered, double weight cover from Lyanglyang to Kathmandu. - June 3 



P.O. Box 349 
39100 Bozen. Italy 

Dr. Wolfgang C. Hellrigl 

Office: 
Tel. (0471) 24564 

Bo z e n , 1 2 th Nov . 1 9 8 5  

c e r t i f i c a t e No . 1 9 8 5 / 1 0 7  

NEPAL : J u n e  1 8 9 9 , r e g i s te r ed dou b le - r a te cove r f r om Lyang lyang 

to K a thmandu , b e a r i ng the f o l low i ng s tamps and po s t a l  

m a r k i n g s : 

STAMP S : 1 a n n a , 1 8 9 8 - 1 90 1  i s s u e , g r ey -g r e e n , p i n- pe r f o r a ted , 

on th i n  n a t i v e  pape r , s i ng l e  copy , H e l l r i g l/ V i g n o l a  

c a t a l o g u e  No . 2 0 b ; 

2 a n n a s , 1 8 9 8 - 1 90 7  i s s u e , v io l e t - bl u e , impe r f o r a te , on 

med ium n a t i v e  pape r , ve r t ic a l  s t r i p  of th r e e  ( pos . 3 8 ,  

4 6 , 5 4 ) , He l l r i g l/V i g n o l a  c a ta log u e  No . 1 6 b ;  the 2 a n n a s  

a r e mo s t  p r o ba b ly f r om s e t t i ng 1 2 , a s  po s . 5 4 s hows a 

p r og r e s s i ve f l aw , ' d e n t  i n  r i g h t  ma r g i n ' ; 

POSTAL MARK INGS : 

F r on t : C a nc e l l a t io n  o f  Lyang lyang ( H e l l r i g l  type C l 7 ) ; 

Reve r s e : D e p a r t u r e po s tm a r k  o f  Lyang l y a ng ( H e l l r i g l  

type N 3 7 ) , d a t ed B . S .  5 6 / 2 / 1 8 ; 

Reve r se : Ar r i v a l  d a t e s tamp o f  K a thmandu ( H e l l r ig l  type 

D 7 5 ) , d a ted B . S .  5 6 / 2/ 20 ; 

REMARK S :  T h e  comb i n a t ion o f  impe r fo r a t e a nd p i n- pe r f o r a ted 

s t amp s is e x t r eme ly r a r e ; 

COND I T I ON : One 2 a n n a s  s t amp ( po s . 3 8 )  h a s  a w i d e  t e a r  a t  the 

top ; the 1 a n n a  s tamp w a s  s e p a r a t ed w i th s c i s s o r s ,  

h e n c e  pa r t s  o f  the per f o r a t ion l i n e s  a r e  m i s s i n g ; 

o th e r w i s e  the cove r i s  f i ne ; 

O P I N I ON : I n  my op i n i o n , the c ove r , fou r s t amp s and po s ta l  ma r k 

i n g s  d e sc r i bed above a nd i l l u s t r a t ed on pag e  

c e r t i f ic a t e , a r e  g e n u i ne i n  e v e r y  r e s pec t . 

Member : Association Internationale des Experts Phllatellques (Expert for Nepal and Tibet) . Nepal and Tibet Philatelic Study 
Circle · Nepal Philatelic Society . India Study Circle for Philately . Forschungsgeme1nschaft lndien e.V. im BDPh . 
China Stamp Society Inc . .  China Philatelic Society of London . Forschungsgeme1nschaft Ch1na·Phllatelle e.V. im 
BDPh · Royal Philatelic Society, London 



Kathmandu 
May 1 6  

Eight Annas Rate - Registered 

Birganj Birganj 
May 1 4  
May 1 5  
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1 907. Reaistered cover from Birgani to Kathmandu. Very scarce rate of 8 annas. 



Nine Annas Rate - Triple/Registered/Acknowledgment Due 

Kathmandu 

-

Bankey 

Aprll 20 

April 1 2  

1 898. Registered cover from Bankey to Kathmandu. Most of stamps on the 
front are missing. Only nine anna rate cover recorded. 

The Bankey postmaster has indicated on the back of the cover a detailed 
accounting of the stamps affixed plus other pertinent information. 

"Registered Acknowledgment Due" 

11r� � ,11 , 
"Tola 2 3/4" (Weight) 

"Center is sewn by thread" 
(sti l l  present under the wax seals) 

"NO. 1 3" (Registration #) 

"Total # of stamps - 3" 

"One anna stamp - 1 "  

"2 anna stamp - X" (0) 

"Four anna stamp - two" 

"Wax seals of 
Yog Prathap - 1 4" 



Ten Annas Rate - Quadruple/Acknowledgment Due/Registered 

Kathmandu Doti Doti 

Q 
May 4 April 24 

1 904. Registered cover from Doti to Kathmandu. This js the only recorded Classie cover rated at 
10annas. 



P.O. Box 349 39100 Bozen. Italy 

Dr. Wolfgang C. Hellrigl 

C e r t i f i c a t e 

r- . 

Office: 
Tel (0471) 24564 

Boze n , 4 th Oc tobe r 1986 

No . 1986/98 

NEPAL : Apr i l  1894 , reg i s te r ed --R . R. cove r f r om Doti to 
Ka thma ndu , bea r i ng the follow i ng s tamps and postal 
ma r k i ng s : 

STAMPS : 2 annas , 1886- 1898 i ssue , v i ole t ,  impe r forate , on 
me d i um to th ick native pape r , s i ng le copy ; 
He l l r i g l/Vignola catalog ue No . 1 2 ;  
4 annas , 1886- 1898 i s sue , ye llow-g r ee n ,  impe r for a te , 
on th i c k  nat ive pape r , �wo s i ng le copies ; 
Hellr i g l/Vi g nola cata log u e  No . 1 3 b ;  

POSTAL MARKINGS : Fr ont : Cancel lat ion o f  Dot i (He l l r i g l  type 
C l 2 ) ; 
Reve r se : Depa r tu r e  pos tma r k  o f  Dot i ( Hellr igl type 
N 2 4 ) , da ted B . s .  5 1/1/1 4 ;  
A r r ival dates tamp o f  Kathmandu ( H e l l r igl type D74 ) , 
da ted B . S .  5 1/1/ 2 4 ; 

REMARK S : The 10-anna s r a te i s  except iona lly h igh ; To the 
be s t  o f  my k nowledge , th i s  i s

' 
the only 10-anna s cove r 

i n  ex i s tence ; An extremely r a r e  f rank i ng ; 

CONDITION : All three s tamps a r e  c u t  very c lose and have 
var ious c r ea ses ; The cover is tor n  in place s , a t  
the top ; Otherwise f i ne ; 

I LLUSTRATION : See page two o f  th i s  cer t i f icate ; 

OPINION : I n  my opi n ion , the cove r , s t amps and postal ma r k i ng s  
desc r i bed above and i l l u s t r ated o n  page two o f  t i s  
c e r t i f icate , a r e  genu i ne i n  every r e spect . 



Eleven Annas Rate - Quintuple/Acknowledgement Due/Registered 

Kalal ya Kathmandu 

May 28 May 29 

1 892. Registered cover from Kalaiya to Kathmandu. The four anna stamps 
have traces of perforations - the earliest recorded examples of perforated 
local paper stamps being used. Only two Classic covers are recorded at the 
1 1  anna rate. 



P.O. Box 349 
39100 Bozen. Italy 

Dr. Wolfgang C. Hellrigl 

Olllee: 
Tel. (04n) 24564 

Bozen , 7 th May 1 984 

C e r t i f i c a t e No . 1 984/ 1 43 

N E PAL : A reg i s tered cover from Ka l a iya to Ka ttvna ndu , da ted May 1892 , 

bea r i ng the fol l owi ng four s tamps of the 1886 - 1 898 i s sue : 

1 a nna b l u e ;  2 a nn a s  g rey-v i o l et ;  4 annas  dark g reen ( two 

cop i e s ) ;  

The stamps a re i mperfor a te but both 4 a nna s s tamps s how 

traces of p i n- perfora t i o n s  on one s i d e ; these cou l d  wel l be 

u noff i c i a l  p i n- perfora t i on s , s i nc e  the accepted perfora t i o n s  

of t h e  s tamps on na t i ve pa per d i d  not comnence u n t i l c . 1898 ; 

T he stam p s  are on med i um to t h i c k  n a t i v e  paper ; 

CATALOGUE :  Hel l r i g l / V i g no l a c a  ta 1 O"JUe Nos . l l b , 1 2 b ,  1 3  ( two copi e s ) ;  

POSTAL MARK I NGS : On fro n t :  cancel l a t i o n  of Ka l a i ya I I IA ( He l l r i g l  

type C 3 6 ) ; O n  reverse : Ma nu sc r i p t- i n-c i rc l e po s tma r k  o f  Ka 

l a i ya I I  ( Hel l ri g l  type H 1 4 9 )  da ted B . S . 49 / 2/ 1 5 ; a rr i va l  
da testamp o f  Ka ttwna ndu X I I  ( He l l r i g l  type 07 2 )  da ted B . S . 49/ 

2/ 1 6 ; 

I L LUSTRAT I ON : 

_ ,  
�? <: -:1 � YJ • ::i.: ... 
ti �  
c..., c z: - c:: <:> w ,__ a: o �  
� �  

-- - . . .  cont i u nued over l eaf 





Thirteen Annas Rate - Octuple/ Registered 

Pokhara Pokhara Kathmandu 

Nov. 1 1  Nov. 1 5  

""�"'-'rer5�str,..,-, '{_';;:f"'<���r'f"T"r'f r"e. · ""<"<twi.wfr�4t��"'l""�"1',:fP�-':�,,,. 
, 

?f •Al(f"'t,,.. 
L�) �� ��· 

" 

, 

1 904. Registered covered to Kathmandu. The high rate of 1 3  annas (on� cover recorded at this rate) 
was due to the weight of 8 tolas. This is tbe highest franking recorded for a �assjc Nepalese coyer 



. .  

P.O. Box 349 39100 Bozen. Italy 

Dr. Wolfgang C. Hellrigl 

C e r t i f i c a t e 

Office: Tel. (0471) 24564 

2 8 th September , 1 9 8 9  

No . 1989/1 4 2  

NEPAL : November , 1904 , regi s tered cover from Pokhara to 
Kathmandu , bearing the fol lowing stamps and pos tal 
markings : 

STAMPS : 1 anna , recut-frame variety , 1 9 0 1- 1 907 issue , light 
blue , single copy from s e t t ing No . 27 . 
4 annas , 1 8 9 8 -1907 issue , green , block of three ; 

•. ·I ' · A'll s t amps are imperf orate , on medium nat ive paper . .... 12. • ' "' '}y;-;; _ ..__.:,. ·'".;'/ , .. , .· Hel·lr.igl/Vignola catalogue Nos . 27b and l8b . 
> i ,, . � 

. , 

POSTAL MARKINGS : 
Front : cancel l ation of Pokhara ( Hellrigl type C 8 3 ) ; 
Reverse : departure pos tmark of Pokhara ( He l lrigl type 

f;:;��� .... ��t,_�d . B ·- ·� ., . ..,.6_1f7 ! 1 9 : arr�i v�l . dates tamp of Kath
���;t�·� �·��_?- lr_i��:.';:�ype 07 8 ) dated . s . s .  6 1 /7 / 23 • ��i��'ii£�� tk�ng ( 1 3  annas ) , due to a weight of 8 �-. �....,... , t tolas , _ - :rs very .rare . 

, .CONDITION : . The, cover has been cut open at  the two s ides . 
� �otherwise , the condition of the . stamps and cover are 

! r .  � � · ·���:l: see page two of this certificate . 

. l { ::/ ,_- .: OPINION·�. In my opinion , the cover , the four s tamps and the � � C postal markings described above and il lustrated on 

� �  .S: page two of this cer t i f icate , are genuine in ever 
$; � Q respect .  

� �<f 1C 



-

Kathmandu's Post Office posting record book for 
1 891 -1 892. Each entry is accompanied by the 
postal seal of Kathmandu. 



TRANSITIONAL PERIOD 
In mid 1 907, four new stamps, known as the Pashupati issue, were issued to replace the four stamps of 
the Classic issue which had been in use some 26 years. The values of the new issue are expressed in 
pice, rather than annas, at the following coversions: 2 pice brown (official and post card rate) = 1 /2 anna; 4 
pice green (standard 1 tola weight ) = 1 anna; 8 pice red (double weight) = 2 annas ;  1 6  pice purple 
(mostly used for registration) = 4 annas. The postal rates did not change with the issue of the new 
stamps. In fact, the rates stayed the same until the mid 1 950s - a period of over 70 years ! 

Two original artist sketches in watercolor were prepared by Keymer and Sons. The fi rst sketch was sent 
to the printers, Perkins, Bacon & Co. on Nov 1 8, 1 906, followed by the revision of the center design on 
January 6, 1 907, as recorded in their "Letter Book". These two un ique sketches (formerly in the col lection 
of Mr. Peter Holcombe) are the only ones i l lustrating the complete design. Placing the second sketch 
within the first sketch makes up the accepted design, as il lustrated by the 1 907 8 pice plate proof. 

First Sketch 

Revised 
Center 
Sketch 

Accepted Design 
(8 pice plate proof) 

Earliest Recorded Use of a Pashupati Stamp 

1 907, November 9. From Kathmandu to a Nepalese trader in Kuti , Tibet. Date-stamp used as canceller. 



�rans 1t 1onct i r c L ivu 

In mid 1 9 07 a new s et of s tamps was introduced to replace the clas s ic 
is s ue . Refered to as the Pashupa t i  i s s ue the i r  va lues were express ed in 
p ice , with one anna equal ing four p ice . During this per iod ( 1907 - 19 1 1 )  the 
clas s ic cancels were reta ined and new exper imental date-s tamps combining 
cancel and pos tmark were introduced . A ls o , the hand-dated neg a tive pos tma rk 
of the 1 8 9 0 ' s  was us ed as a cancel . Dur ing this period very rare mixed 
i s s ue covers bea r ing cl as s ic and Pashupat i  s tamps came about . 

-

-

Kathmandu 

1908 . Dhankuta to Kathmandu .  Despite the cond it ion , thes e 
1-����---1 covers repres ent an ext raordinary match of clas s ic { s ing le 

Dec . 24 

rate ) and Pashupat i  ( reg is tered ) covers ma i l ed the s ame day , 
from the s ame town , to the s ame des t ina t ion , and with the 
s ame a r r iva l date - obvious ly carr ied in the s ame ma i l  bag . 

-

Dhankuta 

Dec . 19  
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Kathmandu 
March 3 0  

1907 

� tj' -

--
-

� ...,.r-

March 24 

Nov . 28 

Trans it ional P e r iod 

.. 

Han=annagar �� 

f )  

/ 1 

March 3 0  

Dec . 4 

Kathmandu 

Kathmandu 

December 4 
1908 



Trans it ional P e r iod 

t 2! 

Ka thmandu 

Apr d..l 1 0  

A p r i l  1 0  Apr i l  5 ,  1907 

Kathmandu R idi 

Dec . 6 Dec . 1 ,  1908 

Kathmandu 

" 

December 6 



Kathmandu 

April 26 

Birganj 

Apr il 24 April 25 

Birganj 

1 9 0 8 . Registered mixed i s sue 2 8  pice rate cover from Birgan j to 
Kathmandu , bearing a clas s ic 1 anna stamp and three 8 pice Pashupati 
stamps . Only 9 such mixed i s s ue covers have been recorded . 



Tr isul i Tr isuli Ka thmandu 

July 29 Augus t 1 

1 9 0 8 .  Regis tered mi xed Clas s ic -Pashupati 2 8  pice rate 
cover f rom Tri suli to Kathmandu . Only 9 suc h covers have 
bee n  recorded . 



� -fr�.{F�fYT;?1r;r-:=r-
ern1-zJTT��� . r ff  r-7/ '1_')--;_Irr 
liczYlfit/<:7ctT;T 1- lr-jt�qfa� 
Ti(.,*71 f(l/1J ?/ ij("I � 

1908 . Augus t  2 2 . 

Kathmandu 
Loca l  usage 

1908 . June 1 .  

-
-

,, � 1 1 
--



Janua ry 15 

Rathmandu 

Novembe r 23 

J 

-Jan , 6 ,  1909 

Nov. 16 , 1908 

I 

P a l  pa 

R id i  

Jan . 9 
t rans it 



Hanumannaga r  Hanumannaga r  

May 30 

Kathmandu 

June 4 

t ...... .... , 
.;.,.. , 
..,� 1 -

1908 . Reg is tered cover bear ing three d i fferent value 

Pashupat i  stamps t ied by the class ic pos tmark of 
Hanumannagar . 



Pokhara 

Aug . 4 

1908 . R eg istered cover bear ing Pashupat i  stamps t ied by 
the clas s ic cancels o f  Pokhara . 



Trans it ional pos tmark 
mechanical ly dated . 

Kathmandu 

January 23 

Jaleswa r  

January 2 0  

Class ic date-s tamp 
us ed as a canceller . 

1 9 0 9 . Registered mixed i s sue C l a s s ic -Pashupati cover 
f rom Jale swar to Kathmandu . Only nine such covers 
are recorded and this i s  the only one bearing a 
mu lt iple of a c l a s s ic stamp ( inc ludes an inverted 
c l ic he ) . 
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l!'J ' { I U,  / 
Dr. Wolfgang C. � 

'.·; �1"1T :•: 
P.O. Box 349 

39100 Bozen. Italy 
Office: 
Tel. (0471) 24564 Cl IE 

� 
Bo z en , 1 0 t h  S ep t . 1 98 5  

C e r t i f i c a t e No . 1 9 85/ 3 8  

NEPAL : J a n u a r y  1 90 9 , r eg i s t e r e d  cov e r  f r om J a l e swar to 
K a t hmandu , bea r i n g  the f o l low i ng s t amp s and pos t a l  
m a r k i ng s : 

STAMPS : 1 a n n a , r e c u t-f r ame va r i e ty ,  1 90 1 - 1 9 0 7  i s s u e , d u l l  
b l u e , impe r fo r a te , o n  med i um n a t ive pape r , v e r t i c a l  
s t r ip o f  thr ee ( po s . 41 ,  49 , 5 7 )  conta i n i ng o n e  i n 
v e r ted c l i che , pos . 41 .  He l l r i g l /V i g no l a  c a t a l og u e  
N o . 2 7  +. 27 a .  He l l r i g l/V i g n o l a  1 a n n a  se t t i ng No . 27 . 

16 p i c e , v i o l e t , S h r i P a shupa t i  i s su e  o f  1 9 0 7  ( Sc o t t  
No . 29 ) ; 

PO STAL MARK INGS ( a l l  on r eve r s e )  : C a n c e l la t i on o f  J a l e swar 
( He l l r i g l  type N 2 9 )  da ted B . S .  6 5/10/7 ; a r r i v a l  

d a t e s t amp o f  K a thma ndu ( He l l r ig l  type D l l l ) d a t ed 
B . S .  6 5/ 1 0/1 0 ; 

COND I T I ON :  Ve r y  f i ne ;  

REMARKS : Cove r s  be a r i n g  a comb i n a t i o n  o f  c l a s s i c and P a sh u 
pa t i  i s s u e s  a r e  e x t r em e l y  r a r e ;  

I LLU STRAT I ON : S e e  pag e 2 o f  th i s  c e r t i f i c a te ; 

O P I N I ON : I n  my op i n i o n , the cov e r , s tamps and pos ta l  m a r k i ng s  
d e sc r i bed a bdve a nd i l l u s t r � ted , a r e  g e n u i ne i n  e v e r y  
r e spec t .  

con t i nu ed 

Member: Association Internationale des Experts Philateliques (Expert for Nepal and Tibet) . Nepal and Tibet Philatelic Study 



Kathmandu 

Jan . 1 9  
N ew trans i
Pos tmark 

Trans it iona l Period 

July 2 7  T 908 . fOt i  'E o  Katnmana.u . 

Doti 

Jan . 9 

1. 9 0 9 . l)ot i  to Kafliffianau . 

Kathmandu 

Augus t 14 

-

-



Trans it iona l Per iod 

........ -.s1 14*J ll>ff . '1 1 ��1+'" . �· .. . u,i,.,JJ}J� 
1 9 09 . Hand-dated c . d . s . us ed as a departure pos tma rk .  

Jan . l I  
B i j ayapur 

Mar . 25 

, B i j ayapur 

-1. 

Kathmandu 

Jan . 19 
T rans it iona l 
Pos tma rk 



Kathmandu Hanurnannag a r  B i j ayapur B i j ayapur 

May 25 May 19 May 16 

1 9 0 9 . Registered mixed is sue 24 pice rate cover f rom Bi j ayapur , 
tran s it Banwnannagar to Kathmandu , bearing one c l a s s ic 4 anna 
stamp and one 8 pice Pashupati stamp ( the only cover known 
bearing a c l as s ic 4 anna stamp in con j unction with a Pashupati 
stamp . Only 9 C l as s ic -Pashupati mixed i s sued covers recorded . 



P.O. Box 349 39100 Bozen. Italy 

Dr. Wolfgang 

Office: 
Tel. (0471) 24564 

Bozen , 12th Decembe r 1986 

C e r t i f i c a t e No . 1986/103 

NEPAL : May 1908 , reg i s te r ed cover from B i j ayapur to K ath
mandu bear i ng the follow i ng s tamps a nd pos ta l  mar k
i ng s :  

STAMPS : 4 anna s , 1898- 1 907 i ssue , d a r k  g r e e n , impe r fo r a te , 
on th i n  na t i ve pape r , s i ng le copy ; Hellr igl/Vignola 
catalogu e  No.18b ; 
8 pic e ,  Perk ins , Bacon i s s ue of 1 907 , carmine , s ingle 
copy ; Scot t c a t a logue No . 28 ;  

POSTAL MARK INGS ( all on reve r se ) : 
Canc e l l a t ion of  B i j ayapur {Hellr i g l  t ype C30 ) ; 
Depa r t u r e  postma r k  of B i j ayapur { He l l r igl  type N9 ) , 
dated B.S. 6 5/ 2/ 3 ; 
I n t rans i t  postma r k  o f  Hanumannag a r  { He l l r i g l  type 
N 26) , d a ted B . S .  65/2/6 ; 
Ar r ival datestamp of Ka thmandu ( He l l r i g l  type D7 9 ) , 
dated 65/ 2/12 ; 

REMARKS : Th i s  i s  a n  ext r eme ly r a r e  comb i na t ion - the only 
cove r k nown bea r i ng a c l a s s i c  4 annas s tamp i n  con
j unc t ion w i th a Pashupa t i  stamp a nd that  has been 
comme r c i a l ly used . 
The B i j ayapu r ma r k i ng s  a r e  ve ry r a r e ; 

COND ITION : The 4 a nnas s tamp has a hole tha t was pa tched up 
r a ther  c r udely { involv i ng adhes ion of f r on t  and 
bac k o f  the cove r on a nd around the defec t i ve a r ea ) . 
The same s t amp shows heavy t r a nsp i r a t ion of a red
brown g um. Othe rwise , the cove r is i n  f i ne cond i 
t ion. 

I LLUSTRATION : See page two of  th i s  ce r t i f icate ; 

OP I N ION : I n  my op i n ion , the cove r , s tamps a nd pos tal  m a r k 
i ng s  desc r i bed a bove a nd i l lu s t r a te d  on page two o f  
th i s  ce r t i f ica te , a r e  g en u i ne i n  a l l  r espec ts. �---+�� DI! . W OLFG A N G 



Taul ihawa 

June 14 

I 
Taul ihawa 

Jan . 19  

Trans it iona l Per iod 

1908 � Taulihawa to ka thmandu . 

Taul ihawa 

1 9 09 . Taul ihawa to Kathmandu .  

1 

Kathmandu 

June 2 1  

Kathmandu 

Jan . 26 

Trans it iona l 
pos tma rk 



1 909, Aug. 9, single weight cover from Bijayapur using a circular date stamp as a cancel and 
a departure postmark (Aug. 1 0) .  Dhankuta transit c.d.s. ( Aug. 1 3  & 1 4  - one on front) , 

Kathmandu receiving c.d.s. (Aug . 23 - transit time of 1 4  days) . 



November 17 

S eptember 3 

Kathmandu 
1909 

November 16 

S eptember 2 

Trans it ional 
Hand-Da ted 
P os tma rk 



Kathmandu 

lr 
...... 
.... 
,.. 

-

u 
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N ovember 24 

Nov. 24 

Kathmandu 

Nov .  17 

.,. 
. ,,, ,. 

- �r-.-

Nov. 20 , 1909 

Trans it ional Pos tmark 

Kadar ban 

Mechanical ly Dated 

N ov. 14 , 1909 

/ 

�· /, 

��-f.�, . ' . . \ 

_("' \ .... . j \ ,#t i . "' I ' � y  



1 903 cover which was carried over the border from Kirong, Tibet, and posted in Rasuwa on 
October 26 (manuscript date within a circle on back) . The postmaster used the postal seal 
of Rasuwa to cancel the stamp (rare usage). The letter arrived in Kathmandu on October 30 
(circular date-stamp on back) . 

1 904 cover from Banke (August 30 dated backstamp) to Rasuwa (September 1 3  
manuscript date on back) . The post office in Rasuwa was one of two border cross-over 
points for mail going to and from Tibet. The other being the post office in Tatapani .  



Tatapani 

• 

Kathmandu 

Aug. 1 4  

• 
.--
.-
.,,,.--
� 
� 
""' 

1 904 

Two single weight covers mailed trom Kuti, Tibet, to 
Kathmandu with transit stops in Tataparn and Chautara. Both 
bear stamps cancelled by different Postmaster's seals - rare 
usages. 

-
r 
� -
� 

1 909 

Tatapani 

Aug. 1 1  

f1\11qM 
�� \2\l t 



Tatapan i 

type I 

-
Tatapani 

type I I  

Postmasters ' seals used a s  cancellat ions : 

Tatapani March 1903 

Tatapani August 1 909 

Two covers from Kut i, T i bet, that entered the Nepalese postal system 

at Tatapan i. The stamps - 1 anna recut-frame var iety, sett i ng 27 -

bear the seal-cancellat ion of the postmaster of Tatapani .  



DEPOY JIGME TERING . 

L H A S A . TIBET • 
' 

= = = = = = = = - = = � = = = = � :  

/ 

A 1948 (September 8) cover from Kathmandu which was underpaid by 2 pice but not assesed a 
due fee. It was sent via Gyantse (received September 1 8) to Lhasa, where the 2 tangka 
(unregistered rate) stamp was cancelled. Usually, the stamp would be affixed and cancelled in the 
forwarding town (Gyantse in this case) but possibly, it was applied as postage due. The addressee, 
Depon ("General") Jigme Tering, was a highly ranked Tibet official and important figure at this 
time. 



KUTI to KATHMANDU, tied by the personal seal of the postmaster (Jagat Bahadur), Hellrigl Tatapani I, 

on a recut one-anna. Transit postmark hand-drawn on back side in Tatapani (just into Nepal, border town) 

63/4/22=Aug. 5, 1906, and nearly Chautara same day. Kathmandu arrival strike illegible. 



Rasuwa Trisuli Rasuwa 

im 
Oct. 29 Oct. 30 

Oct. 31 

1 904. Double weight cover from Kyrong, Tibet. It was carried by courier across the 
border into Nepal and posted in Rasuwa for delivery to Kathmandu, with transit 
postmark of Trisuli. Only three covers recorded with this Rasuwa cancel. 



1 909 cover (with original letter) which was carried from Kuti and posted over the border at Tatapani where a 
Nepalese stamp was affixed and cancelled by the postmaster using his seal (rare usage), on April 3 .  He also 
applied a manuscript notation (place and date) to the cover and sent it to Chautara (transit marking of April 3). It 
reached Kathmandu on April 6. The enclosed letter is a wedding invitation. 

A Nepalese trader's cover mailed in May of 1914 which traveled across the border and cancelled in Tatapani. It 
reached Kathmandu on June 1 .  The "flag" is a trader's identifying mark. 



Kathmandu Chautara Tatapani Tatapani 

,. 

-J< ill ?Jlql� r 

� t l � l 1)  
Postmaster's 

June 2 May 30 May 30 Seal 

1 909  registered mixed-issue cover sent by the Nepalese Consulate at the Court in Kuti and posted 
over the border in Tatapani. This is the only known cover from the courts in Tibet using stamps 
for postage. Apparently, the contents were of great inportance and therefore sent by registered 
mail. Only 9 mixed issue Classic-Pashupati covers have been recorded and this is the only one 
from Tibet. 



1 909, June 1 0, cover from Kerong, Tibet, which was carried over the border to Rasuwa 
and cancel led with a blank device. The postmaster applied a manuscript date and name of 
town within the circle. The cover arrived in Kathmandu on June 1 1 .  



This exhibit wou ld not be complete without some treatment of the 
Telephone!Telegraph system,  since some of the offices were located in main post offices 
as well as separate faci l ities. Starting in 1 91 7, telegrams destined for Nepal were sent by 
morse code to the I nd ian office in Raxual (border town with Nepal } ,  translated into English , 
and transferred oral ly via the Nepal "party l ine" telephone system .  I n  Nepal the telegram 
was transcribed from the telephone conversation into Engl ish or Devanagari. Several 
different types of telegraph cancels were used , most notably were the ones in the shapes 
of telephones ! For a brief period of time, a Kathmandu postal cancel was put into service 
as a telegraph cancel. The telegraph system demanded the use of stamps to pay fees (3 
pice per word} ,  and, in the beginning, classic postage stamps which had been kept in the 
Treasury after the introduction of the Pashupati issue, were pressed into service. After this 
supply was exhausted , new printings, using the old classic plates, were used in l ieu of the 
Pashupati issue (this issue was imported from England at some expense) . Later on 
Pashupati stamps were used on telegrams. Very few complete telegraph forms exist with 
the attached stamps as dealers have removed them for sale. I n  1 959, Nepal issued official 
stamps which were used to pay telegraph fees as well as postage on official mail. 

BIRGANJ CHISAPAHI 

UR GENT• O n  Telegraoh Servic -,. 

T . • . � -'· J.. x. 

TELEGl,AM ?i . ( S 

• 

ICATHHANDU 

1 908, Jan . 1 0. Indian "On Telegraph Service" envelope from Raksal (Raxau l) to 
Kathmandu (Nepal backstamp of Jan .  1 7) .  This is a forerunner to the postal history of 
Nepal's telephone/telegraph system .  Since Nepal was not set up yet to receive 
telegraphs, it was sent via of the regular postal system (fees, including postage,  were paid 
for in cash at the Indian telegraph office) . 
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1 921 , May 30. Telegraph form bearing 1 2  annas on the back (1 6 words = 48 pice [3 pice per word] = 1 2  
annas) ; canceled with the Birganj obliterator. This is one of the earliest complete forms with stamps extant. 
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1 921 , June 1 4. Back of telegram (synonymous with telegraph) from Birganj to Kathmandu .  
Bearing 9 annas in fees. 
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1 926. A "Received Message Form" which was fi l led out at the Raxual telegraph office on 
Dec. 9. The message originated at Lhasa the previous day. A rough translation of the 
message reads: 'Number . . .  letter arrived. It is agreed to give the money. Will g ive here. 
If it is white Mohar it cannot be g iven . White Mohar is not available here. Reply soon' .  
This wou ld have been sent by a Nepalese trader in Lhasa. A large percentage of the early 
telegrams generated were from Nepalese traders ; the balance was made up of official 
government business. 



1 929, Feb. 1 5. Telegram from Chisapani bearing 1 64 pice in fees (block of 1 907 2 pice + 2 single 2 
pice) for 55 words of text. The classic cancel of Chisapani was resurrected in 1 929 for the purpose of 
canceling telegraph forms and also as a postal canceler. It was in use until 1 931 . 







Telegram. 

iAddreseed to :- Lt. Col. Lek Pratap Jung , Birgimj Goswora. 

Sender ' s  name : -

Contents :-

Telegram Date :-

Not mentioneda 
Mr. Govinda Raj had agreed to buy the rice at the rate of Rs 3/- per 
mound. So give ills news to all . etc. 

Not mentioned. 
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