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X. DENMARK

The Kingdom of Demllark-Danmark in
the native Danish tongue-is onc of the
smaller EUl'opcan countries. III 1851, when
postage stamps were introduced, DClllllark
proper comprised the llOl'thern part of the
peninsula of Jutland (Jylland) and about
200 islands, located between the North
Sea and the Baltic, as well 38 the island
of BOl'llhohn in the Bultic. Danish sover
eignty extended also to the southern part
of ,Jutland, ·which had a predominently
German population, forming the Duchies
of Schles,vig, Holstein and Lanenburg.
Although HOlstein and Lauenbmg were
members of the German Confederation, the
Ring of' Denmark was also Duke of Schles
wig, HOlstein and Lauenburg, in this way
binding tlle three duchies to Denmark
proper. Schleswig at the llOrth bordered on
Dennu\.1"k, at the south on Holstein, with
the rh'cr Eider forming the boundary. HoI.
stein and Lauenburg had as their southern
boundary the river EIhe, "with the Kingdom
of Hanover and the Free City of Ham
burg with Bergedorf on the other side of
the river. To the southeast they bordered
on tIle Grand Duchy of Mecklenburg
Schwerin, the Duchy of Ratzeburg, which
belonged to the Grand Duchy of Mecklen
burg-Strelitz, and the Free City of Lubeck.
'rhere was a sUlall enclave in Holstein ter
ritory, the Principality of Lubeck, about
170 sq. mi., with 22,000 iUhabitants, which
belonged to the Grand Duchy of Oldenburg.
Denmark proper covered about 14,500 sq.
mi., of which more than 5,000 sq. mi. were
islands; it had a population of 1350000
in 1845 and 1,500,000 in 1855. S~hle;wig
covered little over 3,500 sq. mi., with
365,000 inhabitants in 1845, 396,000 in
1855 and 406,000 in 1864. Holstei.n com
prised about 3,350 sq. mi., with a popula
tion of 477,000 in 1845, 524,000 in 1855 and
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5;')5,000 in 1864. Lauenburg had little more
than 400 sq. mi., with 47,000 inhabitants
in 1845, 49,000 in 1855 and 50,000 in 1864.
'1'1Ie city of Copenhagen (Kiobenhavll),
situated on the largest is1and, Seeland
(Sjaclland), "which became Denmark's capi
tal in 1443, had a population of 127,000 in
1845, which increased l'llther rapiclly and
was 170,000 in 1858. Denmark had, during
its stamp issuing classical period, several
overseas possessions, namely in Europe the
Faroe Islands, 540 sq. mi., "dth about 8,500
population in 1855, and Iceland, almost
40,000 sq. mi., with 65,000 inhabitants in
1855, as well as the icy "wastes of Green
land, 735,000 sq. mi., with a population of
less than 10,000 in 1855, and the Danish
West Indies, three small islands (St. Thom
as, St. John and St. CroLx), all together
133 sq. mi., with about 37,000 inhabitants
in 1855.

Denmark's history goes far back into the
dark ages. Its territory was settled in the
second century A. D. by the Angles, Jutes
and Saxons, Germanic tribes, which in the
fifth or sixth century were replaced by the
Danes, also a Germanic tribe, of the Viking
race, which invaded the territory from
Scandinavia. They were ruled by' native
Kings, but in 934 came undcr German
sovcreignty which lasted for two and a half
centuries. After tllrowi.ng off German rulc,
Denmark extended its tenitory greatly
and in the 13th and 14th centuries became
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1he mighticst power on the Baltie. At that
time, Danish sovereignty extended over
almost 25,000 sq. mi. and included the
southern part of Sweden, the coastal re
gions of Pomerania, with the island of
Rugen, and part of Estonia. In 1397, in
the trent~· of Kalmar, the Kingdoms of
Denmark, Norway and Sweden formed a
union, under Danish leadership, which nom
iually existed for more than 400 Jears.
Sweden soon drove out the Danish mlers
and in 1523 established lts full independ
encc_ But thc last Danish possessions in
Sweden were lost 0111)· in 1656, as were the
possessions in Pomerania and Estonia some
time before. Norway, with its o\-erseas
possessions-tbe Faroe Islands, Icelaud and
Greenland-remained under Danish rule. In
1448, Christian of Oldenburg became the
first Danish King, founding the ruling
House of Denmark-Oldenburg. Schleswig,
which until 1386 had belonged to Denmark,
when its larger southern part was ceded to
the Count of Holstein, was regained in 1460
when ITolstein, after the death of the last
Duke of Holstein, placed jtself under the
sovereignty of King Christi:lIl I, who now
became also Duke of Schleswig and Hol
stein, which union remaincd in force for
more than 300 ycurs. During the 16th and
17th centuries, Denmark was involved in
numerous wars; it participated also in the
Thirty Years Wur, losing part of its ter
dtory but regainillg it at the end. In the
17th and 18th centuries, the seafaring qual
ities of the populatiou became more e\'i
dent and important o'\"erseas interests were
acquired, which made Denmark one of the
leading trading nations of that time. Dan
ish settlements and forts existed on the
Gold Coast of West Africa, but they were
soleI to t.he British in 1650. In 1671, the
Danish West India Company established
the first settlements in the West Indies on
three little islands of the Leeward lslands,
which ill 1755 went as the colony of Dan·
ish 'Vest Indies to the goverulllent. '.rhe
Danish East India Company, founded in
1729, became onc of the foremost trading
companies, with flourishing possessions in
India, the chjef towns of which were Trall
quebar, Frederiksnagore and Serampur on
the east coast. Denmark at first kept out
of the Napoleonic Wars, but later joined
the side of Napoleon and was attacked by
1:he British. In the peace of. Kiel ln 1814, it
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W:.IS punished by losing Norway, which
was given to Sweden, and the t.!-ny island of
] £eligoland, which had been occupied by the
British in 1807 and was ceded to them. As
a small compellsation for these losses, it
obtained Swedish Pomerani.a which it ex
chauged in 1816 for the Duchy of Laueu
burg, which from 1811 belonged to the
}'rcnch Department 128, Bouclles de l'Elbe.
III the 19th century, territorial losses con
tinued. Of the overse<lS possessions, those of
the Danish East India Company were sold
to Great Britain in 1845 und l)!ans to sell
the Danish Wcst Indics to tbe United
States in 1867 did not materialize only be·
C311SC the United States Congress did not
approve tbe purchase. In the duchies of
Schleswig, Holstein and Lauenburg, Ger
lIlan nntionulism made itself felt more and
more and iu 1848, when Dellmark tried to
incorporate Schleswig, it resulted in a revo
lution whie.h se\'ered these duchies from
Delllllark. But the German Confederation,
of which Holstein and Lauenburg were
members, interfered only temporarily and
af.ter three Je:.ns, the war ended with a
victory for Dcnmark. Its sovereignty in the
three duchies was completely restored in
1851 and 1852, but autonomy of the duchies
remained guaranteed. Under King Frederic
YII, who ruled from 1848 to 1863, a new
democratic constitution was adopted in
1849. When Frederic VII died childless,
Prince Christian of the House of Glucks
burg became King :wd, as Christian IX, he
ruled for more than fort)' years. Shortl.r
after his accession to the throne, he again
tried to incorporate Schleswig, but this led
to the intervontion of tho Germau Confed
eration, which did not recognize the new
King as ruler of Schlcswig, Holstein ond
Lauenourg. Prussian and Austrian troops
occupied Holstein and Lauenburg la.te in
1863. III 1864, they invaded Schleswig and
in the resulting war, Deumark was de
feated. In the peace treaty of Vienna in
1864, Denmark lost all three duchies, in
cluding the Danish northern part of Schles
wig. Lauenburg was illcorporatecl into
Prussia, while Schleswig and Holstein were
first governed by Prussia and Austria to
gether. After the Prusso-Austrian War
of 1866 they were also annexed to Prussia.
By thja loas, Denmark became olle of the
small countries of EU1·ope, of limited politi
cal impol·tanee.
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The postal history of Denmark is quite
dh-crsific<1, but organized mail seT\"ice
started relativel)' hite. '.rhe first mail routes
011 Danish territor)" were established by the
Hanseatic League, which extended ill 1602
its courier service to Copenhagen. By a
decree of 1624, King Christian IV estab
lished a natiollal postal sel'vice and the
first mail routes connecting the various
Danish towns in which post offices werc
established, and with the important trade
center of Hamburg, were soon opened. But
the ))08t:11 service passed after a few years,
in 1653, into pri.ute hands, when King
Frederic III leased it to a Hamburg mer
chant, Puul Klingenberg. In 1685, the post
al service was leased to Christian GyJdcn
10\'0, a natural son of King Christian V,
and only after Gyldenlih·e'B death, did the
go,'ernment ngnill tnke ovcr the postal ser
,-ice in 1711. Due to the peeuliar geogrllph
ieal conditions, a large part of the mail
was transported by ship, while tbe trans
portation on land was carried out by mail
!"idol'S nnd runners, only to a small extent
by mail coaches. '1'he organization of the
mail service developed in the 17th century
in a rather unusual way, by diriding ac
cording to mail routes the originally uni
form mail service, served by a single post
officc 3.t Copenhagen, For each of the main
mail routes, cmanating from Copenhagcn,
a separnte post office was now established,
called, for example, "Copcnhagen's Altona
.Jutland Post Office", which served the mail
toutcs to Jutland nnd abrond via Hamburg.
"Copenhagen's Lollalld Post Office", "Co
pcnhngen's Eisinor Post Office", etc. For
the mail to Korway, a separate "Copcn
hagen's Norwegian Post Office" was estnb
Jished as enrly ns 1647, when the separate
postal sentiee in Korway was fOlUlded. Sep
:natc post offices later were also estab
lished at Copeilhagen for parcel post, news
papers and for the <lelivery service_ Letter
boxes were installed only niter the first
postage stamps had been issued. The postal
sen-ice in Schleswig and Holstein bad a
semi-independcnt status and was absorbed
by the Danish postal sen-ice only in 1778.
All post offices were supervised by a "Gen
eral Post Direction", which later received
the Danish lIame "Genenl1 Directoratet for
Posh'nescnet". In Copenhagen, a city mail
service, the so-called "Footpost" (Danish
"Fod Post"), which used mail runners, was
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est:tblished on )'Inrch 1, 1806. It passed into
priv:lte hands in 1809 and wns a.gain taken
o,·cr by the goycrnment post office in 1849,
Until ]876, it was conducted by a separate
"]?odpostkontor". Prom 1819, mail was car
ried by stenmboat, first on the line from
Copcnhagen to Kiel, but only in sUllllllcr,
while ill winter the mail wns carded by
sleigh o\-er the ice, Genernlly, stcnmboats
wero used for earr)'ing the mail from 1833_
The first railroad was opened in 1844 be
tween Altona and Riel and used for mail
f.·om 1847, in which :rear a "Railroad Post
Office" was cstablished at Copenhagcn.
Post offices on mail boats were first estab
lished in 1856, f.ravelIlllg post offices on
l'nill'ond traius in 1854. Numerous postal
tl-cntics wel'e concluded with the neighbor
ing countries between 1840 an<l 1860, regu
latillg the foreign mail service. Prom 1848,
the postal sen'ice was supervised by the
Ministry of Finances and from 1873 b.r the
)'[inistry of the Interior, in which year it
wns combined with the telegraphs alld the
railroads into a single administration. On
July 1, 1875, Denmark became a founding
member of the Universal Postal Union.

The postal scrvice at Schleswig, Holstein
3.nd Lnuenburg was in some respects auton
OIUOUS :llld administered by a special divis
ion of the Copenhagen General Post Office.
The o.fficial J::lIlgunge in the three duchies
was German and all decrees and regulations
had to be published in that language, In
the southern }lart of Holstein, the 'rhul"ll
& 'rnxis mail sen-icc attempted to cstablish
its mnil scrvice in the 18th century, but
does not seem to hn,-e succeeded, except in
the border town of Altona, which was just
across tllC Elba from Hamburg. In Lauen
burg, before it became Danish in 1816,
senmll mail services of the neighboring
countries had operated, from 1811 to 1813,
during French rule also severnl French post
offices. Dming the revolution of 1848, the
duchies severed their postal relations with
Dcnmark and est.1.blished their own inde·
pendent mail sen'ice, directed by a separate
postal administration at Kiel. Holstein with
Laucnburg, on July 1, 1850, became a
founding member of the Gcrman-Austri::m
Postal Union. After the restoration of Dan
ish sovereignt)' and Danish mail service, it
was forccd to l'elinquish this membership
on August 31, 1851. The mail senice in
Schleswig after the return to Denmark in
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1850 was more closely connected ,,,'ith that
of Denmark itself, while the special privi
leges of the mail sen'iee in Holstei.n and
Lauenburg continued. Danish postal ad
ministration ended in JIolsteiu, Lauenburg
and Schleswig, when these three duchies
were occupied by Prussian and Austrian
troops in 1863 and 1864. From 1845, the
mail service in the prineipality of Lubeek,
due to :l treaty, wus ndministered by Hol
stein. In the towns of Ratzeburg and Lauen
burg in the duchy of Lauenburg, in accord
ance with a. postal treat.y of 1817, the post
masters also conducted the llluil service of
Mecklenburg-Schwerin, all arrangement
which remained in force until the territory
came definitely under Prussian so\'ereignt;r
in 1867.

'l'here existed no fOl"eign post offices on
Danish territory in 1851. The Thurn &
Taxis postal service 3t Altona had been
3bolishcd long before. A Swedish postal
agency had started to operate as enrly as
1620 at I-Ielsillgor on the isll).Jld of Sjael
land, jnst across the Sound from the Swed
ish coast, when a Swedish overland mail
route from Stockholm to Hamburg was es
tablished. This postal agency remained open
for almost. 200 )'ears, even after the over
land mttil route had been discontinued in
1814, but it was closed in 184.i. The only
foreign mtlil sen'ice remaining in operation
after 1851 was the Mecklenburg-Schwerin
postal service at Ratzeburg and Lanenburg.
On foreign soil, Denmark hnd post offices
in the Free Cities of Hamburg aod Lubeck,
the territory of which bordered on
Danish territory. The post office in Ham
burg, ·which was an "Oberpostamt", was
opened in 1649. It was cOllsolidatc(l with
the separate Schleswig-Holstein post office
there in 1778. After the railroad from Ham
burg to Berlin was opened in 1847, a branch
office at the railroad station ("Berliner
Bahnhof") started to operate. During the
rebellion of 1848, both offices werc tem
porarily closed and replaced by a Schles
wig-Holstein post office, Both offices were
takcn over definitely by the Hamburg
"Stadtpost" on Feb. 21, 1864 WbCll the war
broke out. In Lubeck, the Danish post of·
fice existed from 1650. It later became an
"Oberpostamt" and after a short interrup
tion of the sen'ice in 1864, was closed on
April 30, 1868. In the enclave Principality
of Lubeck, which belonged to the Grand
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Duchy of Oldenburg, there were three Dan
ish post offices, Ahrensboec.k, Eutin and
Schwarhlu. Concerning the Danish mail ser
"ice at Bergedorf refer to "Bergcdorf"
(Volume II, page 247 etc.).

]<'or the overseas possessions, special llost
offices were cshlblished at Copenhagen, for
the W·est Indies in 1781 and the East Indies
in 1803. In the Danish 'Vest Indies, in 1855
a separate postal :'ldministration was estab
Lished find the first post offices were
opened. In Iceland, local mail sen-ice ex
isted from 1774, but the first Dan.ish post
offices were opened onl.y on March 1, 1870.
The postal service there was severed from
tIle Danish postal senice 011 Jan. I, 1873,
when a separate postal administration for
Iceland was established. 'I'he first post of
fice on the Faroe Islands was also opened
Oil March 1, 1870. In Greellhmd, the mail
sen'ice W3S handled by pri'f"atc trading com~

panics and no post offices existed during
the Cl3ssic stamp period. At Religol:tnd,
which until 1815 belonged to Denmark, 110

Danish postal service scems to }13ve existed,
but the Hambnrg "Stadtpost" had an agent
there from 1796.

In 1711, when the postal service was re
stored to government opcration, there ex
isted 37 pos't offices. At the end of the pre
stamp period, on March 31, 1851, there were
about 150 post offices_ The post offices
wcre grouped into three classcs, the "post
kontorer", of which about 100 existed, inde
pendent "postekspeditiollcr", of which there
wcre about 30, and subordinated "postek
Sllcditioller", about 20. Asidc from that
were a few rural postal agencies, mostly in
Holstein, where they wcre opened eluring
the revolutionary period of 1848 to 1851,
and a larger number of "brevsamlings
steder", letter eollccting agencies, the lutter
introduced in 1852, as well as about 20
travclling post offices on railroads and
steamships. In 1864 the number of post
offices had increased to about 210. The loss
of Schleswig-Holstein and Lancnburg re
duced the number of post offices in Den
mark proper to 135 and at the end of the
classic stamp period, on Dec. 31, 1874, thc
number of post offices was about 170, their
sen-ice being augmented by a. rather large
number of letter collecting agencies. There
were 16 tra.velling post offices on railroad
trains in 1864 and 14 in 1874. Travelling
post offices on steamboats numbered 11 in
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186·j. aJJd olll,r 2 in 1874. During the war
of IHIi3-u'! thoro woro five fieldpost offices
in op,'ration. The mail sen'ice gained great
ly uuring the curly period of the use of
POSt:lg-ll sinmps. Wllile there were only a
little on~r 3 million 10ttol"5 mailed ill 1845,
this Jigurc increased to 8* millions in
1 5;) (of whieb 10 millions went to foreign
count1"i('~) mvl 12~ millions in 1860 (2ra
millioliS to foreign countries). 'rhe COPOIl
hag"ll ('it:." Post c;.Hric(l only 39,000 letters
ill 1~4!), w!lell takell o,"er b.'" the government
post offi.ce. 'J'his increased to 375,000 in
1859 anfl 753,000 in 1869.

P,1u'ol mail service, the so-called ''Land
post", was illtroduced early in the Fifties.
DeLin.,ry 1111(1 collection of mail in the rural
COUlIlllllliti('s was citller conducted by the
postal administration or lcase<l to privatc
indidduals. In thc latter case, frequently
the postll1:lsters conducted such local service
1'0t· their OWll I1CCOUllt. III an,r case, these
Jocal SCITiccs worked in close collaboration
"ith those post offices which they used as
bascs.

'rhe post offico in Denmark ll:td no mono
opoly in respect to the transportation of
!mTcels. The pareel post service was supple
wented by the g-o\'crnmellt owned as well as
oy the prin1tel.,· operuted railroads, which
accepted and also carric<l parcels for their
own account.

'!he Danish currency in 1851 was based
upon the Higsballkdalcr (R. B. D.) which
wns diddcd into 96 Rigsbnnkskilling
(R. B. S.). By a In\\' of Feb. 10, 1854, the
currenc)- mUl\es were shortened to Rigsdaler
(R. D.) and Skilling (S.). In the three
German duchies, it was Reiehslnmkthaler
(R. B. 'r.) and Reichsbankschilling (R. B.
~.), frOIll 1854 Reicbsthaler (R. T.) am]
Schilling (S.). Aside from that, all three
h:ld second currencies, Schlesuig and Hol·
stehl the JImuhnrg currency of 1 mark
E"quinl.1ent fo 16 schilling and Lauenburg
the :Mecklenbmg-Schwel'in currency of 1
mark ('quinll('ut to 48 stbilling, but the)"
were not used in the postal service as long
as it W:.lS in Danish hands. 4 Danish skilling
wore equi\"IIle11t to 1~ Sehles,.ig-Holstein
schilling and 1~ Lauonburg schilling. On
.Tan. I} 1Si5, a cllange of currcncy took
place, Rigsdnler and Skilling being replaced
by Krone and Oere, one Krone being
equivalent to 100 Oere. One Rigsdaler was
equh-nlent to two Kroner, therefore, one
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~killing to little more than two Oere, but
cOllsidered equal to two Ocre in the postal
sen·icc.-For the weight, the Danisb pund
(poulld), which was equivalent to 500 grams
and ,nlS di"ided illto 30 Danish lod (loth,
UIIC 10th a 1i.ttle o,·cI' 0 ouuce)} was in
usc. Oil Oct. 1, 1865, the metric system was
introduced, the (metric) IlUud (pound) was
Ilh·idccl into 100 kvint (one kvint equiva
lent, to 5 grams). Distances werc measured
ill D~\llisil miles, which werc about 7}1 kil
ometers; from 1865 metric measurements
callie into use.

'l'hel'e aro two possibilities to terminate
the classic lJe-rioil of Danish stamps and
stntioller.." either with the introduction of
Li·colored stnlllps in 1870-71, or with thc
cnd of the SkiJliug con'ene)', on Dec. 31,
1874.. We 1I<I\'e chosen the later date, be
etluse thc change of currency allows a much
sharper distinction tlnlll the simple change
of dC'sigu. 'J'hm'efore, the classic period fol'
the purpose of this monograph ends on Dec.
31, 1 N.

Delllll<lrk issued its first Postage Stamps
011 April 1, 1851. Only ono other kind of
adhcsin's, Official Postage Stamps, for
usc 011 gO"CI'Il111Cllt mail, was introduced, on
April 1, 1871. }-'our different kinds of pos
tal stationery wcre used dW'ing the classic
period. First, on Jan. 1, 1865, E1I.velope8

were introduced} then, bolJI on April 1,
ISH, Postal Cat·tIs :lud Official Postal
Ca,rds, :wd finally, on June 1, 1872, Wrap
pers.

The 'use of the Danish postage stamps
\ras first restricted to DClUllark proper. For
tllc tillie beillg, thcy wcre not introduccd in
~ehlcswig, Iiolsteill and Lauenburg. In these
three duchies, after the re"olutioll of 1848,
all in/lepcndent Schleswig-Holstein postal
:ldlllillistnttlOll had beeu created, which on
:\OL J i5, J850, issued its own postage
st'HUpS, Is aud 2s in Hamburg currency.
Tbis ',"liS iu ronfol"mity with the regulations
of t.he Gel"ll\<Iu-Austrian Postal Union, Due
to the f'lct, that Schleswig had been re
nc('upipd 11.\' D:uilih troops in the meantime,
tll(J!'(' SUllll!)S were not issued in Schleswig
hut only in Holstein, including Rel1dsbllrg,
aud the principnlity of Luheek, as well as
ill ll:tmburg nmi JJubeek. They were also
not issued in the duchy of Lauellburg be
cause of cuncnc)' difficulties. After Hol
stein also wns returned to Danish sover
eiguty, the Schleswig-Holstein stamps were
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was granted when 100 stamps or 100 post
cards were bought. A sheet of hundred 4rs
stamps for cxample was sold for 4rd in
stead of 4.rd -16rs. 'rhe same discount was
curiously enough also given to government
agencies for their quantit)" purchases of
official postage stamps and official postal
cards. Contrariwisc, a 0:8 surtax for the
manufacturing costs of each envelope was
collccted, by selling single envclopes for
2.0s :wd 40s. But quantit)' discounts were
gi"en also ill this case, eacll package of 25
cilvelopcs costing 568 and 1rd8s respectively.
'Vrappe1's wcre sold only in sheets of 6,
for ]3s each sheet, which was the smallest
quantit)' sold, therefore charging a 1/6s
sueta-\: for each wrapper.

When postage stamps were introduced on
April 1, 1851, their use was voluntary. For
local mail, the fee was 2rs, regardless of
whether stamps were used or paid in cash.
For other mail, the letter fee was 50%
higher when paid in casb, therefore 6rs
for each lotI!. 'The reduced fee of 41'S for
letters franked with stamps was considered
a privilege of the large users of mail. Use
of stamps by others was discouraged and
the postal clerks l'cceived specific instruc~

tions, fOl'bidding them to advise people
of the possibility of using stamps to reduce
thc postage. 'rhey were not permitted to
frank with stamps letters wwcl:t 'Wcre del
iyered :J.t the post office against payment
of cash. A number of strict regulations
existed to enforce these instructions. Only
:'lfter some timc these odd regnlations
which, for example, declared stamps invalid
when they were affixed at the bottom left
cornel', insteucl of the rcgulation top right
corner - wore abolished, making use of
stamps on nil letters and printed matter
Qbl~gatQry. 'I'he registration fee had first
to be pllid in cash i only from ]865 payment
had to be made in stamps. The fees for
money lctters and parcels until Dec. 31,
1864 had to be paid in cash j from Jan. 1,
J865, stamps were used for them. Use of
stamps on letters to foreign countries was
not pennjtted until Feb. 1, 1854, when the;r
were introduced on mail to Pl'ussia and
generaliy on July 16, 1854. But their use
on all foreign mail was Yoluntary and be
came obligator}- ouly mallY years later,
towards the end of the classic stamp period,
in 1872.

The designs of t.he classic Danish stamps
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featured prominently the rOj'al insignia
crown,. sceptre and sword-which adorned
the earliest stamps until 1870. There was
only Olle exception, the 21'S stamp of 185l,
which showed the value indication in the
center, with the crOWll above and posthoru
below. The issues from 1851 to 1863 had a
square desigll, the 1864 and 1870 issues
:.IS well as the official stamps were upright
rectangles. '.rhe envelope stamps were oval,
the design being similar to the central
design of the 1864 postage stamps. A simi
Illr combination as for the 2rs of 1851 ~'as

used fOr t.he design of the 1870 issue, which
Ims the figurc of value in its eellter, with
the crown 3bo,-e and a wreath of corn
stalks below to which a posthorn is a.t·
tnched. The same design was also used for
the stumps on the postal cat'ds and wrap
pOI's. 'fhe official stumps featured thc Dan
ish eoa t of arms; the same design was also
used for the stamps on the offieial postal
l':lnls.

As IOllg' as Schleswig, Holstein aHd
Lancnburg bolonged to Denmark, the lang
1ulge problem influenced the inseriptions
all the st:.lmps. The 1851 issue had Danish
iW'lCl'iptions, KONGBLIG'l' POS'l' FRIM·
AERK-'~ aud the value indication FIRE
R. B. S. 011 the 4rs, KGL. POS'!' FlU·
MAJ':R KE and 2 RIGSBAJ.'1K SKILLING
on the 21'S. 'Vhen these stamps were in
troduced in Schleswig, Holstein and Lanen
burg, where the official language was Ger
J11an, this led to llrotests and eventually to
appropriate c.uanges in thc inscriptions,
which were c.ha.racteristic of the new issue
of 1 54. For that issue, rather ingenious
nbbredatiolls were used which 'were valid
f.or both languages, ])nnish as well as Ger
man. "KGL." could be read Danish as
"Kongcligt" or German as "Koenigliehe",
"POS'I'" was the same in both languages
nnd "FR. :M." mcant "Frimaerke" as well
fl," ".E'I'('illWl'ke", The value indica.tion was
1I0W ill figures, with "s" added, whieh
signified "Skilling" as well as "Schilling".
The same abbrcdatcd inscriptions were re
t~d..ned fOl' thc 1864 issue as well as the
1865 envelope stamps, as t.he preparations
fOr their introduction started before the
German duchies 'Were lost. Only the design
of the 1870 issue again shows plain Danish
inscriptions, "POSTFRIM." and the value
indicn,tiOll with added "Sk."; the country
llame "DANMARK" is used here for the
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first time on stamps. The official stamps,
which were issued 1871, had Danish inscrip·
tions, "'I'JENESTE POST FRDfAEHKE"
and the figure of value with added "Sk".
The designs of the two values of the 1851
issue were created b)' the engraver, M. W.
Ferslew of Copenhagen. '1'he design of the
41'S was also used for the 1854 issue, with
small alterations, of which the insertion of
"Caduceus" ornuments before and after the
inscriptions on all four sides-whieh the
41'S had only at the top-are the only prom
inent ones. In 1858, a change from dotted
to wa>y lined background of the spandrels
took place. It was in all probability made
for techniC3.1 pl'illting reasons only and no
designer seems to he responsible for it.
Only the 4s and 8s were affected by this
chullge of design. The issues from 1851 to
1863 had an underpril1t of diagonal wavy
lines, probably to increase the difficulties
in the manufacture of forgeries. 'rhe design
of the 1864 issue, of which the center was
also used as a model for the envelope
stamps, was the work of the painter O. H.
B. Olrik of Copenhagen. The origin of the
design of the 1870 issue is not known, but
is wus probably supplied by the engraver,
P. C. Batz of Copenhagen, who also is the
designer of the official postage stamps of
1871.

The original dies for the "arious issues
and values were obtained in different waj's.
For the 21'S and 41'S of 1851, the original
dies were cut completely in steel, including
all inscriptions. For the 1854, 1858 and
1864 issues, only the dies for one value,
in each cnse the 4s, were cut in steel, also
each with the complete design including all
inscriptions. For the bi-eolored 1870 issue,
two dies were necessary, one for the frame
and one for the center. Both were cut in
steel, that for tlte frame complete, while the
master die for the center was without fig
ures of Yalue, in the center as well as in
the value indication in the oval at bottom.
The master die of the official stamps was
cut in steel, without the value indication at
bottom. The master die of the envelope
stamps, also cut in steel, had no value in
dication. The earliest dies, for the 1851
issuo, were the work of M. W. Ferslew. The
dies for the 1854 and 1858 issues werc made
by the engraver A. Buntzen, those of the
1864 and 1870 issues, as well as of the
official stamps and of the envelope stamps
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bJ the engrayer P_ C. Batz. The 1851 and
1854 issues have so-called "secret 'marks"
which consist of the first letter of the
name of the engraver inserted in the design,
being therefore rather a kind of "signa
ture" of the engl'a,-er on his work. On the
1851 issue, it is a tiny "F" for Ferslew, in
the wreath below the "M" of "FRIM
AERKE" on the 41'S und in the center of
the posthorn on the 21'S. On the 1854 issue,
it is an equally tiny "E" for BUlltzen, in
the wreath below the left foot of the "M"
of 'PR.M". )to such "secret marks" have
been found on the latcr issues. Aside from
the "secret marks", all dies in the square
designs, except that of the 21'S of 1851,
have so~ealled "control marks" above the
posthorns in the bottom eorners. In the
bottom right corner, we always find the
tiny letter "8", which stands probably £01'
"Skilling" while in the bottom left corner
it is a tin}' figure "4" for the 1851 and 1858
dies, bnt "2" for the 1854 die.

The manufacture of the printing mater·
ial was accomplished by the printers of the
stamps and stationery with the help of the
original dies or the master dies. The first
plates of both values of the 1851 issue were
made by M. W. Ferslew, who had also de
signed the stamps and cut their original
dies. From 1852 all printing material was
manufactured by the n. H. Thiele Print
ing Works of Copenhagen. For the 1851
issue, as well us the 4s of the 1854, 1858
and 1864 issues, the printing material de·
rived usually directly from the original
dies while for the other values and issues
working dies first had to be obtained from
the original dies or the master dies and then
these new dies used for the manufacture of
the printing material. For obtaining the
dies for the 2s, 8s and 16s of the 1854
issue, a matrix was taken from the orig
inal 4s die, ill which the value indication
was erased. In three stereotypes, taken
from this altered matrix, the new value
indications "28.", "88." and "168." were
inserted, probably by cutting them into
the dies. For the 48 of this issue, the print
ing material ·was, except for one later pair
of plutes, also not obtained directly from
the ol'iginal die, but a working die was in
Jected. Three types resulted in this way,
with "control figure" "4" and ''FRM.''
(Type I), with "control figure" "4" and
"FR.M." (Type II) and at last the original
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state, with "control figure" "2" and "FR.
~L" (Type III). For the 8s of the 1858
issue, a rather complicated ·way of obtain
ing the printing m:\tcriul was chosell. i-\.
matrLx 'was t::lken from the original die
in which the figure of value and the "con+
trol figure" "4" were removed. The llew
value indication "8" and the new "control
figure" "8" were cut separately in each
of the 200 electrotypes taken from this
matrix, making each cliche an indindual,
charncterized by the position of the "S"
which comes ~ to l~ll1m. spaced from
the "S", standing higher or lower as the
case mar be. The tiny "control figure" "8"
also varies greatly in respect to shape and
position. The 2s, 3s, 8s and 16s of the 1864
issue had their dies derived from the oval
centel· of the original 48 die. Four electro·
types were made of it, the value indication
"4s". erased and "2s.", "3s.", "8s." and
"165." inserted instead. Then the frame
for each value, with the figure of value in
tne four cornerS,was cut in brass and added
to the centcr dies of each of the four val
ues, making the designs complete. 'These
frames differ in some respect from the
original 4s frame, which is open on all four
sides, while the frames of the four other
values have continuous frame lines all
around_ For the 1870 issue, the original die
of the frame was used for the 48s without
change ("thick frame"), bnt for the other
values the frame Jines were thinned and
other millor changes made ("thin frame").
Por the o\Tai center designs) the master
die without the figures of value was used
to obtain !lIe dies for all six values, by
inserting these figures in a working die
for each value. For the Official stamps, a
more complicated method was used, by
having twelve electrotypes made of the
mastcr die without value indication and
using four for each of the three values,
inserting the value indication by cutting it
in each die separately. Therefore, four
types exist of each vaIue, which differ in
the position and shape of the letters of the
inscriptions "2Sk.", "4Sk." and "16Sk.".
The dies for the envelope stamps are all
derived from the master die without value
indication, of which electrotypes were .made,
in which the value indications were cut.
For the fiI'st issue of envelopes in 1865) the
value indications read "2s" and "4s") for the
second issue-the 4s from 1866, the 2s from

82

1869-the "s" was omitted and the value
indications read "2" and "4". While of the
:1865 ellvelopes only olle die existed for each
,·alue, there were several dies for the 1866
69 issue. 'l'wo main types exist of the 2s;
the first oue, which is sc<vce, has a large
"2" with broad foot, the second, used from
1872, :l. smaller "2". Three main types can
he distinguished of the 4s. First the "4"
W;lS broad nud thick, closed at top. later,
from ]869, similar, but narrower. From
18il, Hllother type of "4" was used, ·whioh
wns open at top allel comes in two sub-types,
with longer or shorter tail. For tIle stamps
011 the other statione.·y, no separate dies
were manufaetured but cliches, obtained
from the dies of the specific values of tJle
adhcsh·cs, used. For the postal cards amI
wrappers, the dies of framc and centcr of
the bi-colored 1870 issue were combined to
J)rodnce cliehes for printing in one color.
One t.rpe only exists of each ,alue. Cliches
in all four types of the 2s and 4s officinl
stamps were trsed for the official postal
cards. The envelopes ha(] ouly the stamps
in the top right corner and no other print
ing. The postal cards, official postal cards
allc] wrappers had aside from the stamp
also other printing. '1'he postal cards and
officinl postal cards were type-set and IItHI
as a frame a meander between a thick line
outside and a thin line inside. The stamp
was nt the right, the Danish arms at the
left. Between them was the inscription
"BREV-KORT", below which a line in·
structed the ,niter that this side of the
card should be use<l for the address only.
At the begilming of the address li.nes
stands the word "Til" which means "'1'0."
'1'he of.ficial postal cnrds had the same
features but the arms at left arc omitted
and the main inscription reads "TJEN·
BSTE-BREVKORT". The wrappers had no
inscriptions but a border on both sides,
consisting of a thick line outside and a
wavy line inside. The stamp was placed
sideways) near the right of the two borders.

The cliches and printing forms were ob
tained from the original die of each value in
various ways. For the 4rs of the 1851 issue,
100 matrices were east in type metal, a
setting of 100 (lOxl0) assembled of them
and copper plates obtained by electrotyping,
which were mounted on a brass base. For
the 2rs of 1851, only 10 matrices were cnst,
in plaster, assembled to a block of 10 (2x5),
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Fig. 40

had one or more frames inverted. The first
settings of the frames, used for all values
up to 16s had only normal frames. 'rhere
fore, the first pril1tillgs of all these values
had only normal frames, including 2s and
48 in L. P_ 120, which existed only in
settings with all frames normal. A few
later priutings of the 3s and 8s also llad all
frames normal. Three different settings
which included inverted frames werc used
for Intel' printings, one of which ha.d only
the frallle in position 90 inverted (all five
"alues), anot.her which had the frames in
positions 18 and 77 inverted (2s, 3s and 4s)
:md a third which included no less than
eleven inverted frames, namely in positions
36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49 and 50
(48 only). The settings of the official
stamps included all four types and several
settings are known of the 2s and 4s. With
out any excoption, there was no margin
print of any kind on classic stamps of
Denmark.

'1'he plates tor the unilerprint on the
square stamps were, according to research
accepted as correct, engine-turned on a steel
plate, which was mounted on a base. It
extended about 12mm. on aU four sheet
margins (Fig. 39) and was first used for
recess-printing, from 1852 on for letterpress
pl'inting. While the method of manufacture
seems correct for the first plate, there is
no evidence of how the underprint plate
for letterpress printing was obtained. The
claim that it was also engine-turned seems
doubtful, beeause several eharacteristics not
only seem to COntradict such claim, but also
make it questionable that the later kind of
ullderprint was typographed at all. One of
the most startling facts, amazingly enough
neglected by philatelic students, is the evi
dence of twenty screw heads--one in each
corner and four on each sid&--in the margin

•

rig. 39

of which stereos in type metal were taken,
ten of which were assembled to a plate of
100 (IOxIO), mounted on a wooden base.
The mounting was in this case done with
the help of nails, on six of the ten cliches
of each block, in the space below "SKILL·
ING." Due to the rather primitive way of
manufacture, almost each cliche of the 1851
issue shows characteristic particularities,
which }Iave enabled plating of this issue.
Of the 2rs, ten "types" corresponding to the
ten matrices, can be distinguished, one of
them being easily recognizable because the
foot of the "2" is almost separated. The
plates of the 1854 and 1858 issue consisted
of 100 copper electrotypes (IOxIO), mount
ed on a common base. The electrotypes were
obtained from single matrices taken from
the original die of each value. The special
way in which the cliches of the 8s 1858 were
obtained is described in a preceding para
graph. For the 1864 and 1870 issues, as well
os for the official stamps, the electrotypes
were not mounted on a common base, but
remained singly and were assembled to
settings of 100 (lOxIO) which usually were
taken apart after each printing, cleaned
alld reassembled. For the 1870 issue, such
settings were made for the center designs
of all values, as well as for the frames,
for which usually the sarno setting was used
for several values. An exception was the
first setting of frames, with "thick" frames,
which was used for the 48s only. The design
of the frame was not completely symmetri
cal; therefore "inverted" frames are recog
nizable by several particularities. The set·
tings of the frames contained partly such
"inverted" frames. In the only setting of
the 48s, with "thick" framcs, the frames
in positions 45 and 80 were inverted. There
were se"eral settings with "thin" frames j

some had all frames normal while others,

)
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of the underprint, distinctly visible on the
sheet margins of certain printings from
1852 on (Fig. 40, from a. reprint sheet).
The curious thing is that the design of
the underprillt is extended on the heads
of tlle screws, a fact which seems to exclude
manufacture by cngine-turnillg and sug
gests the usc of some transfer method. This
fact may in turn lead to the disclosure
that the undcrprint of 1852 and later was
not typographcd at all. We checked a
great llumber of stamps of the issues in
question, unused and used, inclu<ling mar
gin copies :md multiples, but could not
find any positi,'c proof of the use of typog
r::l,phy. It is noticeable, that old-time phila
telic :lUtbors wore of the opinion that the
underprint was lithographed, but this was
vehemently disputed by later authors, whose
findhlgs were inilucnce<l by the still pre
served material in the Copenl13.gen Postal
Museum. It is now generally accepted as a
fact that from 1852 all, the underprint was
typogr:lphed_ But considering the facts
found by in.estigating the available mat
erial of stamps printed during the period
in questiou, we feel that this problem is
still unsolved. We would not be surprised
at all if further research would prove that
the now accepted "facts" concerning the
printing of the underprint from 1852 on
were erroneous.

The stamps on the envelopes were printed
singly, while tlle postal cards and offidal
postal cards 3S well as the wrappers were
printcd from settings including the stamps,
which contained 6 (the postal cards and
official postal canIs possibly 8) cards or
wrappers. The frame and text of the post
cards, which had a rather odd size of 140x
73mm., was type-set alld there were at
le::cst six (lifferent types in each setting,
se\"ernl of which must have existed. One
t.rpe in one setting shows an interesting
vadety, tho third meander from right in
the top frame being a corner ornament; it
is rather common on the 4s but rare on
the 2s. Of the stamps on the postal cards,
'which are from dies combining frame and
center of the bi-colored stamps, the 4s has
the frame regular, while on the 28 it is
in inverted position. For the official postal
('Hrds, somc settings of the regular postal
cards were nsed, after the appropriate
changes were made. The setting variety of
the frame must have been corrected previ.

84

ously because it is not known on these
cards. The border on the wrappers was
:1180 t~·pe·set and two main types whieb
(liffer in the space between the outer line
,,111(1 the wa,")" line eHn be distinguished.

The clnssic stamps of Denmark arc rather
rich in pl11te wrieties, but the manufacture
of the plates and the assembling of the
settings was done vcr.)' carefully so that
110 rC,ll errors occured. The printing mater
inl ot: the 1851 and pa.rtl~r also of the 1854
and 1858 issues wus manuf:Ictured rather
primitively ..llld small defects resulted which
eharacterizc most cliches and facilitated
pIahug' of these issues. Some double strikes,
due to slight shifting of the die during the
{,Illbossing of the matrices, can 3.1so be
found. These particul3rities of the pla.tes
existed before the printing started, but
minor damnges occuned also during the
period of the uso of the plntes. In a nnmber
of casos, impro,-cments were tried by re
touChiJlg the plates before the prulting
st.arted, hut most of these retouches are
"cry small and only a few, more or less
(:'l'Udely executed, are l'atlter spectacular.

All postal stllmps and postal stationery
wore printed on the letter press. We have
discussed the printing metbods of the
Ululerprint of the issues 1851, 1854 and
1858 in a previous paragraph, but there is
little doubt that on the first printing of
both \·alues of the 1851 issue it was re
cess·printed. These fjrst printings were
mnde by .M. W. Ferslew ill a printing sllop
est:l.blished in un attic of the General Post
Office at Copenlwgell, all other printings,
fl'oll1 late Ln 1851, by H. H. Thiele, first
also at the General Post Office, and from
.llarch 1862 in his own IJrintillg works. The
stamps 011 the em-elopes were printed
singl)' in typogmphy combined with em
bossing. The 1870 issue of posta.ge stamps
was bi-colored, but on the postal stationery
of the same issue the stamps were printed
in one eolor only, together with the other
features and inscriptions of the forms.

For the issues from 1851 to 1863, gen
erally two plates of 100 were used simul·
taneously. Only tbe 8s and 16s of 1854 and
the 16s of 1863 were printed from single
p[:ltes of 100 only. For the ullderprint, al·
W:l.\'S two plates, for 200 stamps, 'were used
simultaneousl,)' and printed before the de
signs. The underprint comes in four posi
tiolls, first with the w3N3' lines from top left
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to bottom right (1), then-for the first
printing of the 48 of 1854 and gencrally from
1856-from the top right to bottom left
(II). In both eases, the waves have either
the points upwards (a) or <lownwards (b).
There was a fhed relationship between
each plate and the underprint for each
printillg. E,wh plate comes from each print
ing onl.y ill one position of the underprint
and no exceptions to this rule are knowTJ.
Until 1857, the position of the underprint
was different for the two design l)lates
print,cd simultaneously; for example, if the
first one had position In., then the second
one had position Ib, '\\-ithont exception.
After 185i, this ceased and stamps from
both design plates now baxe the same posi
tion of the underpdnt, again without ex
ception. 'I'lds regUlarity must 113,ve bCCTJ
achieved by a spccific arrangemcnt of the
phltcs for undcrprint and design. We will
.leal with this problcm in a later issne.

Of the values, which were printed from
one plate of 100 only (8s aud 168 of 1854,
16s of 1863), ouly one printing was made
of each j therefore the undcrprint comes
on them i.n one position (IIa) only. '1'he
16s of 1863 was printed frODl the same
cliches as the 1Gs of 1854 but the plate
was taken apart and the single electrotypes
remounted with wider spacing to makc the
printed sheets fit the roulctting device. Of
the 2rs of 1851, onc pair of plates was used
simultaneously, fUI" two printings, one with
recess-printed and one with "t)'pograpbed"
nnderprint, each in the same two positions.
T\,o pairs of plates of the 4rs of 1851 were
used, always two simultaneously, and four
print,jngs-one of them with recess-printed
ullderprint-were made, each "rith the same
two positions of the underprint. Of the 2s
of 1854 :md of the Ss of 1858, one pair of
plates was used simultaneously for each;
t,he former has the nnderprillt on the two
plates i.n different positions, the latter in
the same. The 4s of 1854 was printed from
three pairs of plates and in six printings j

all four possible positions of the nnderprint
can be found here. For the 4s of 1858 and
1863, four pairs of plates werc used for sb:
printings, two of them showing the under
print in one position and four in the other.
'fhere was no sharp division between the
printings of the 4s of 1854 and 1858. After
the first printing of the 4s of 1858 was
ma!le, the last plate of the 4s of 1854 was
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reacti\·ated in 1859 and another printing
made, before the 1854: design was definitely
discarded in 1860.

The 1864 issue was priuted in sheets of
200-two pallcs of 100, side by side-which
were dirided before perforating them.
'fhen' Wl'rc twel\"l~ IJl'intillgs of the 4s, seven
of t,i1e 2s, four each of the Ss and 16s
:lnd three of the 8s. }'Ot· the bi-colored
stamps of 18iO, it seems that in some print
ings the frames werc printed in sheets of
200 :111d thcll the centers printed from
p1:ltes of 100, but it seems certain that, in
a. number of printings, the frames were
also printed in sheets of 100. Thirteen
printings of the 4s, nine of the 2s, five
of the 33, four of the 85, two of the 16s
all(I only one of the 48s were made. The
official stamps of 18il were generally
printed in sheets of 100, but some printings
may haxe been made in sheets of 200, two
panes of 100. There were five printings of
the 4s, three of the 2s and only one of the
16s.

The printing was rather careful and no
major printing varieties occurred, except
for the 4s of 1858 ,vith "wide" crown water
mark, which is knowll with bnrelage on
both sides. A 4s of 1858, offered as printed
on both sides, has proven to be actually
only a secondary offset. Fine prints and
more or less worn ones c<"U1 be found, the
latter due to the fact that the plates were
made of rather soft metal and did wear
rather easily. The underprint was printed
much less carefully and was frequently so
badly printc<l that it was either blurred or
incomplctely printed.

'Vatcnnarked pape1· W::lS used for aU
postal stamps and for the envelopes. Until
the end of 1861, hnnd-made paper manu
fnctured by the Strulldmijllen paper mill
at Skodsborg, operated by Drewsen & Sons,
was used for the stamps. 'rhis paper had
a crown of 10mm. ,vidth ("Small" crown) as
individual watermark for each stamp and
originally a margin watermark which con
sisted of a crown in both corners at top,
a posthorn ill each bottom corner and the
inscription "KGL. POST-FRIMAERKER",
in double-lined Roman capita.ls, on all four
sides. From the end of 1853, the margin
waterlllilrk wns changed, the inscription
was now abbrcviated to "KGL. POST
FRMK". From July 1862, ma.c1li.ne-made
paper, by the same manufacturers, came
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into use, with somewhat broader crowns,
12mm. \vide ("Large" crown), but with
the same wording of the margin watermark.
The change from hand-made to machine
made paper took place during the use of
the 1858 issue. Therefore, the 1851 aud
1854 issues come on hand-made paper only,
\vhile for the 1858 issue first hand-made
paper (4s and 8s), then machine-made
paper (4s only) was used. The rouletted
1863 issue, as well as the 1864 and 1870
issues were printed on machine-made paper,
for the last two issues on a new kind, which
was adjusted to the different size of the
stamps but otherwise had the same in
dividual amI margin watermarks. The paper
was used in all four possible positions but
reversed watermark (recognhable only on
the margin watermark) and inverted water
mark arc scarce to rarc. Inverted water
marks are known of the 41'S of 1851 (both
kinds of ullderprint), 4s of 1854, 4s of 1858
(both kinds of watermark), 2s and 4s of
1864, all values of the 1870 issue (4s and
48s also in LP120) as well as of all of
ficial stamps (4s and 16s also in LP127f).
Shifted watermarks, so that stamps had
"split" crown watermarks or margin stamps
Ilad parts of the margin watermark in
stead of a crown, arc also known of a
number of yalues; the latter are rare, us
are occasionally found margin stamps with
no watermark at all. Of postal stationery,
the envelopes were printed on white mach
ine-made paper, with yellowish or grayish
tint, which llad a large crown, inverted on
the top flap, as a watermark, which comes
in several sub-types. For the wrappers,
light buff machine-made paper was used
and for the postal cards and official postal
cards, lig]lt buff thin machule-made card,
all without watermark.

The colors used for the stamps show a
rather great variety, especially due to tIle
issuance of bi-colored stamps in 1870. Den
mark was one of the first countries to
issue stamps with the frame in a color
different from the center. For the two
stamps of the 1851 issue, blue and broWlI
the standard colors, for which the 1841 is
sue of Great Britain was in. all probability
the prototypc--were chosen. The same col
ors were used for the 2s and 4s values of
the following issues, only the 4s changed
in 1864 to red. For the 8s and 16s, green
and lilac (later violet) were nsed, but in
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1864, bistre brown and olive green were
adopted for them and the violet color given
to the new 3s value. 'l'he 1870 issue con
t,inned these colors for the centers, except
that the 8s became plain brown and the
16s changed to green. 'rhe frames of all
these values WeI'e printed in gra;r. The new
va Iue of 48s had a lilac center and a brown
frame. The stamps 011 postal stationery
were printed together with thc frames and
text, the 2s in blue or ultramarine, the 4s
in red. The colors-anima], vegetable and
mineral pigments wero used-were gener
ally quite uneven and many pronounced
shades can be found on all issues. The
brown color of the 41'S alld 4s stamps varied
especia.lly. The use of different sbades of
brown for these stamps was partly inten
tional. First., in 1853, the dark bruwn color
was lightened to make the cancellation more
l'eadily visible, and later, in 1855, a.nother
eJlange took place because it was found
that t.he printing ink used at that time did
not agree with the cancelling ink. The
color weut in 1853 from black browll first
to yellow brown and then to reddish browll
and then again to yellow brown and light
brown in 1855. A characteristic reddish
shade of the 41'S 1851, called chestnut
browll, is especially scarce and sought for
-in mint coudition it is a great rarity
but there are many intermediary shades,
frequently offered as the chestnut shade
but much less scarce. The lilac and violet
shades of the 16s and later 3s and 48s were
rather sellsitive aud tended to fading or
tUl'lled to grayish shades. The blue color of
the 21'S and 2s values showed less conspic
uous shades. Only in 1872, the 2s value of
the 1870 issue and of the official stamps
as well as on postal stationery changed
fl'om ultramarine to blue.

'l'he colors used for the underprint of the
issues 1851 to 1863 were .arious shades of
brown, mainly yellow brown, reddish brown
alld grayish brown. These colors were used
for the 21'S and 41'S of 1851 as well as for
all 2s, 4s and 16s of the later issues. The
8s of 1854 and 1858 were exceptions be
cause they had the underprint in ;rellow.
While the recess-printed underprint of the
first printing of 2rs and 4rs of 1851 is al
ways rather distinct, most of the under
prints on the later printings are more or
less indistinct and sometimes so faint that
they are practically invisible. Such stamps
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have been sometimes claimed to be var
ieties with nnderprint omitted, but no copies
are known where this was really the ease.

As glt11~, 'Vllrious mixtures were used. For
the 1851 ami the first printings of the
1854 issue a mL"\':ture of animal glue with
arabic gum and added sugar was used,
which was )'ellowish and frequently not
ea.silJ soluble. During the use of the 1854
issue, the employment of animal glue was
abolished and arabic gum alone usoo, 'which
is almost colorless. During the prllltb1g'
period. of the 1864 issue, the use of dextrine
st:lI't('d, ':11011(' or iu mixtures with arabic
gulli, which was colorless to yellowish. The
flap of the envelopes as well as one end of
the wmppers was also gummed and gener
:'IUy the s:.lme kind of gum was used as for
the adhesives. The gum on the envelopes
WIlS first applied b.r hand and was short
(55 to 70mm.); from about 1870 this gum
was applioo by hand and was long (90 to
135mm.);' finany, Ilong machine gumming
was used.

Until 1863, all Denmark stamps were is
sued im.perforate only. Several private se
pantti01l8 al"e known on the earlier issues,
namely frQIll. the capital Copenhagen (num
eral canc. "I") as well as from Altona
(numeral cancellation "113") and Olden
burg (numeral cancellation "127"), both
in Holstein. While the Copenhagen separa
tiOIl was used by a commercial firm, BalUn
& Sons, it seems t.hat the two other separa
tions werc either made by the postmasters
of these towns or by an enterprising busi
ness man who was entrusted with the sale
of stnmps to the public. The Copenhagen
separntion was a line perforation 12, which
was rnther irregular. It is known on the
41'S 1851 and all values of the 1854 and
1858 isstles. In Altona, a line perforation
120 was used, which was even more irregu
lar1varying from llY;; to 13; it is known
on the 4s of 1854 ana 1858 and possibly
aIso comes on other values of these two
issues as well as on the 41's 1851, but DO

ulldoubtedl.r genuine copies have been re
corded of them. The 4s of 1854 with the
Altona perforation is also known used in
the neighboring tOWIlS of Hamburg and
Rlankenese (numeral cancellations "2" and
"154"). The Oldenburg separation was an
irregular roulette 9}4, which is known on
the 4s of 1854, as well as 4s and 8s of
]858. 'It possibly also comes on the 2s of
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1854 but positive proof of this is lacking.
Duly the 48 values of these private roulettes
are found more frequently, while genuine
copies of the other values arc scarce to very
l':'He. In 1863, the postal administration de·
cided to usc an off'ictal separation for the
sblmps and early ill that year a rouletting
device, constructed by Count Sparre, was
acquil"ed in Stockholm. Only two values,
4s of the 1858 issue and 16s of the 1854
issue werc issued at the post offices with
this roulette 11, which was applied to a full
sheet in one operation. The rouletting de·
"ice did not work ver)' satisfactorily, per
fectly weB centered copies are scarce. The
IGs has been recorded with double roulette.
POl' the new issue 1864, comb perforating
dc,ices were acquired, which applied a comb
pcrfol'ation 13x120 (14:x17 perfs). In each
opcr:l.tioll, one horizontal row was pedor
ated on three sides; the perforation runs
through tJle bottom margin of the sheet, the
three other sheet. m:'lrgins are without perf
oration. In 1870, the perforating devices
had to be adjusted to the smaller size of
tile ]Iew 1870 issue. In the meantime, for
the 13St printing of the 1864 issue (all
'"alnes except the 4s), the first printing of
tlle 1870 issue (2s, 48 and 48s only) and
the first printing of the official stamps
(4s and ]6s ollly), a line perforating de·
\·iec LP120 WilS used. The adapted comb
perfonltion device applied CP14d3% (14x
]6 perfs.) and all values of the 1870 post·
age stamps an,l 1871 official stamps exist
with it except the 48s postage stamp, of
which the first printing in LP120 lasted
until that issue was withdrawn. The eomb
perforating de\'"ices, especially of the 1864
issue, 'worked rather irregularly and due
to sh i ftillg, o\>cn,lzC Hnd undersize stamps
the lattel" with 14x16 instead of 14x17
perfs.-are fre<luent. Such stamps also oft
en IU~\'e irregular corner perfora.tions, so
that they call be easil)' mistaken for line
perforated 'arieties. The 4s of 1870 in
J.JPI2Y;; is also known imperfora.te horiz*
ontally. Two vertical pail'S of this variety
are reported. Of the rouletted 16s of 1863,
imperforate copies in a rather bright lilac
shade exist, which variety is not known
gelluinely used. They seem to come from
a small trial printing or from printer's
waste. Aside frolll the color, they can be
cftsily distinguished from the 16s of 1864 b)'
the watermark, which shows the "large"
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Fig. 41

crown instead of the "small" one. Further
more, all values of the 1864 and 1870 is·
sues) as well as all three official stamps are
known imperforate. They also come either

MERRY CHRISTMAS
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HAPPY NEW YEAR

1954

May the new year

bring Happiness,

Peace and Prosperity

for everybody

•
Publishers and Editor
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hom proof sheets or from unfinished
sheets) which were never sold at any post
office. A II exception is the 4s of 1864,
which is known imperforate in unqucs
tiOll:lbly gClluillC used singles and pairs, cven
on eovcrs. Imperforate sheets of the 1864
issue were sold in 1912 with the remainders
of t.he regular stamps and some such im·
perforate stamps were cancelled at a later
date with a "1" canceller of Copenhagen
to simulate actual use (Fig. 41).

All classic Denmark stamps were issued
lit the post offices in sheets of 100. Those
prllltcd in larger sizes were divided before
distribution to the post offices. AU sheets
WCI·e sold with the sheet margins intact
and unused stamps with sheet margin or
sheet corller margin are comparatively com·
mOll. But in \Ised condition, the)' are scarce
to rare.

(To be cO)lti1l.1U'd)

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

• The next isaue of the MERCURY
ST.L1MP JOURN.L1L is scheduled for Feb
rUlIry) 1954.
• The Centenary of the first Swedish
8fwmps will be celebrated by an Interna·
tional Philatelic. Exhibition at Stock;holll~,

which will be opened OR July 1, 1955. The
exhibition is organized by the Swedish
Federation of Philatelists and is supported
by the Swedish Government, which has
advanced 300,000 Swedish kroner for the
prelinlil\nry work. As there is no interna
tional exhibition schecluled in Europe for

1954, the Stockholm exJlibition will be the
next big philatelic event there.
• The BR,ilPEX III, the International
Phillltelic Exhibition, scheduled fOl· Sao
Palilo (Brazil), from ..4.1l-gust 1 to 8, 1954,
seems to make big strides on the road to
success. 'fhe exhibition will be held in the
impressive main building of a great gen
eral exhibition, of which it is an integral
part, to be held in Sao Paulo in 1954 to
celebrate the 4th centenary of the city,
which will be visited by tens of thousands
of people from Brazil and all of the Amer
icus. More than 40,000 square feet of floor
splice, with 2000 exhibition frames and 100
dealer booths win be a\·aHable. The Braz·
ilian currency was recently freed from re
strictions and stamps also can be freely
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telic resenrcl1 nlso cannot stand by itself j

we consider it only as a Dlean of providing
the great army of ordinary stnmp collectors
with tho nccessar;r help to classify an<l
evaluate their stamps, as well :)s to obtain
informatiou about their manufacture an<l
use, so that they can better enjoy their col
lecting. We believe that everybo<ly \\'lio col
lects stamps is an asset to our hobby and
we do not try to differentiate between col
lectors on the basis of why they love stamps.
The subject·matter collectors should be wel
comed as a colorful a<ldition to philatel:r.

Their 3ctiyities should be viewed as that
of a feeder to onr hobby. Snbject-matter
collections are best suited to attract the
attention of large numbers of people who
neyer before had any interest in stamps.
A number of subject-matter collectors re
cruited in this way eventually will become
curious about other aspects and kinds of
stump collecting and will investigate other
ways to collect. Thus subjeet-matter col
lecting will inject ncw blood into all groups
of stamp collecting and this will redound
to the bencfit of our entire hobby.

"

EUROPEAN CLASSICS
X. DENMARK*

Of the postage stumps, only the first
issue had its first day of use on fixed
dates, 4rs on April 1, 1851, and 21'S Oil

)Jay 1, 1851, and first day covers, which
are rare, can be collected. All other issues
were introduced only after the correspond
ing values of the previous issue had been
used up and only earliest dates of use c.....n
be collected. Official stamps and postal sta
tionery were all introduced on fixed dates,
the former on April 1, 1871. Of the en
velopes, the 4s was first used on J annary
1, 1865, the 2s 011 April 1, 1865; postal
cards and official postal cards came into
use on April 1, ISH and wrappers on June
1, 1872. First day entires can be collected
of all these items j they are scarce to rare.
The varieties of the envelopes were only is
sued after the older ones had been used up
and earliest dates of usc are the only ones
which can be collected. The stamps and sta
tionery which were to be first used ~)ll fixed
dates were sent out to the post offices
usually a few days ahead and in a number
of cases also sold to the public se.eral days
before they could be use<l. So, for example,
the 41'S of 1851 was sold to the public from
1.1a1·ch 28, 1851, but we know of no pre
maturo usc before April 1, 185l.

Due to the using up of all older issues,
no substantial remainders were left in the
Imnds of the postal administration. Only of
the last issue in skilling curreney (1870)
which was withdrawn from the post offi
ces 011 Dec. 31, 1874, considerable quanti
ties of remainders existed, but except for a
small number of sheets, tlley were des
stroyed in 1875. In 1912, the Danish Postal

·Concluded from page 88.

Administration sold the remainders of old
issues at public auction in Copenllagen. They
included Yory small quantities (108 to 257
copies) of the 2s 1854, 8s 1858 and 4s 1863,
as well as somewhat larger quantities of the
1864 issue-from 2059 copies of the 4s
down to 86 copies of the 165, as well as 50
to 800 copies of the fh-e values imperforate
-and of the 1870 issue--from 1260 copies
of tIle 2s down to 151 copies of the 488,
including also almost 500 copies of the 4s,
LP 12~. Of the 1871 official stamps the
sold remainders consisted of 490 2s, 840 4s
and 138 16s, 60% of the last in LP 12~.

Also small quantities of postal stationery
were sold at the same time. Of the en
velopes tlley included the last printings on
l,r. The 1864 and 1870 issues, as well as
the official stamps and postal stationery
had been bought in rather large quantities
during tllcir period of use by old time deal
ers and considering the remainders-rather
large parts of which must have been sold
to people with good counections long before
the 1912 auction-it is understandable that
all these stamps are not rare in unused con
dition, although they are also not common.
Of most of them, even full sheets still exist,
but some perforation .arieties-especially
the 2s 1870 and the 45 official, both in
LP12!4---of which obviously none were in
the remainders, are rare. Of the issues from
1854 to 1863, the 2s of 1854 and the 45 of
1863 unused are the least rare and e.en
full sheets of them exist. The rouletted 16s
is the rarest, not e,en an unused block
seems to be known. Of the other .alnes of
these issues, UllUsed blocks are known, but
they are rare to .ery rare. Of the 1851
issue, tllC 21'S with engra.ed nnderprint is
tllC rarest in unused condition and only

'-
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Fig. 42

single copies are knowJl. Of the 41'S with
engraved underprillt the largest lmown uu
used block is one of 6. Of the 21'S aud
41'S with "typographed" underprint, unused
blocks are known (Fig. 42), but they are
also rare to very rare.

PI·actically all Denmark stamps and most
stationery are much more common used than
unused. Exceptions are the 2s of 1870 in
LP12~, the 2s .postal cards, both official
postal cards and the wrappers, which are
rarer used than unused, especially the last
two. Used pairs and strips arc known of
all values; they are scarce to rare of some
values, especially of the 21'S of 1851, of
,,,hich pairs are rare and strips of three
vcry rare. No used bloeks are known of this
stamp. Of the 41'S of 1851, the largest used
block which seems to exist is one of 9. Of
the later issues, used blocks of all values
of the imperforate issues are known, as
well as of the rouletted 4s i they arc all
rare to very rare. Of the rouletted 168 of
1863, the largest known used multiple seems
to be a strip of 3 (Fig. 43). Of the 1864
and 18'70 issues, used blocks are known of
all values, being scarce to raro. The 48s
of 1870 and also the 168 of 1864 can be
found comparatively often in larger blocks,
used for postage on heavy parcels. Of the
officials, used multiples are not common
and used blocks, as far as they exist, are
scarce to nne.

All Denmark stamps can be found rather
frequently on entires and there are no cover
rarities. The 48s of 1870 is mostly found
011 mOHey letters or letters which were at
tached to parcels; it is scarcer used on
other mail. 1'he 21'S Yalue of 1851 was used
almost exclusively singly on Copenhagen
city letters and use outside Copenhagen or
011 other maiI~lllostly two copies for the
4rs rate 91' to make up ocld amounts 011

letters to foreign countries-is scarce. Com-
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Fig. 43

lJinatiollS of 21's plus 41's on covers are
very rare. Mixed frallkings between the
issues 1854, 1858 and 1863 are commoll,
because the 2s and 168 of tho 1854 issue
·were in usc until 1864, but mixed frank·
ings between these issues and the 1851 issue
arc rare, as there were few such possibili·
ties. Mixed frankings between the 1864
issue and the previous issues are frequent
and rather diversified, because they fre
quently include three or even all foUl'
issues, 1854, 1858, 1863 and 1864. Very
colorful frankings can be found on foreign
mail and frankings which include all four
existing values-2s, 4s, 8s and 16s, rarely
all of the 1854 issue, mostly of two or
three issues-are much more frequent than
might be expected. Some senders of letters
to England seem to have found out that
the 30s letter rate could be paid very nice
ly with one stamp of each existing value
2+4+8+16s = 30s-and we Imow quite a
number of such attractively franked let
ters.

A very interesting chapter can be written
about mixed {rankings between Danish and
foreign stamps, becunse these are based
partly on postal treaties. 'l'he one example
was the result of a treaty with Great Bri
tain which permitted mailing of printed
circulars against payment of 1p British +
41'S Danish postage. A few such elltires
mailed in Great Britain and addressed to
Denmark are known, franked with a Great
Britain 1851, 1p, and a Denmark 1851,
41's. The British stamps were cancelled in
England, the Danish stamps with the Dan
ish target .canceller. '1'he known examples
m'e all from 1852 and are very rare, as
the regulation seems to have been in force
for a short period only. The second exam
ple concerns letters from Denmark to Prus
sia or in transit through it, for which pay
ment of postage was made with Denmark
plus PI'ussia stamps. All known examples
come from Altona in Holstein, obviously
because there it was rather easy to obtain
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Prussia stamps fI'om the Prussian post
office at Hamburg, just across the Elbe.
On the knowll entires of this kind, the
Danish postage is paid by a 4s stamp of
the 1854 or 1858 issue, the Prussian post·
age of Ssg either by a 3sg stamp of the
1858 or 1861 issue, or a contemporary Ssg
envelope was used. The Danish stamps were
cuncelled in Altona with the Danish "113"
cftllcellCl', the Prussiun stamps with a town
postmark of the Prussian post office at
Hamburg. Transit markings of tllC Danish
post office in Hamburg show the way sueh
mail went. The kllown examples are all
fl"om between 1858 and 1863; tbey are rare.
There were no mixed frankings between
Denmark stamps and those of Schleswig
Holstein, llcitller in 1850-51, nor in 1864,
because the.r were not simultaneously valid.
The Schleswig-Holstein stamps of 1850 were
withdrawn from use long before Denmark
stamps were introduced in Holstein, and
in 1863, the Denmark stamps were demo
netized ill Schleswig and Holstein the dny
before their respective now stamps became
valid for postage. There exist also no regu
lar mixed frankings between DenmaJ'k and
Iceland stamps, because when Iceland start
eel to use its 0\\"0 stamps On Jan. 1, 1873,
the Danish stamp had been invalidated the
da)C before.

We know of no real e1nergency frankiflOs
during the classic period of Danish stamps.
Cut sq'lUres, used for postage, eannot be
considered emergeJley frankings, because
they were usu~lly only employed to make
gooel use of the stamps on spoiled postal
stationery. Originally, the usc of such en
\"elope cut squares was prohibited, but si
multaneously with the introduction of postal
cards 011 April 1, 1871, this prohibition was
expressly withdrawn. Denmark became in
this way one of the few conntries which
permitted the usc of cut squares for post
age. Nevertheless, such nse is rare during
the classic stamp period and relatively few
examples are known, from the period prior
to 1871, when nse was not permitted, as
well as afterwards.

Of the only private local mail service in
Dennwl'k whicll issued its own local stamps,
that of Holte, two different issues are
knowu, each consisting of one 2s stamp.
Both are lithographed. The first one shows
in the ccnter, negative on oval solid ground,
the value indication "25," with an odd-
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shaped "s." In an oval, around the center,
stauds HOLTE at the top, LANDPOST at
the bottom, with small ornaments at the
sides. The l'ectal1gular frame has a post
horn in each COrner. This stamp, which was
issued on March 2, 1870, was imperforate
aud printed in red brown, with slight
shades. The second issue, reportedly issued
on Oct. 15, 1872, shows the figure "2",
llcgatin~ on horizontally li1led ground, in
the center of an eight-pointed circular de
sign, with llOLTE iu a ribbon above and
LANJ)·POST below. The rectangular frame
is double-lined. 'l'his stamp was perforated
- line perforation 10 - and printed in
green, with slight shades. Horizontal as
well as verticnl pairs, imperforate between,
nre known. It exists also imperforate in
green and blue, probably being proofs. Fur
tllel'lnol"e, it is claimed that a number of
reprints, imperforate and perforated, werc
made after the private mail senriee hall
beeu discontinued. But the design of these
"reprints" differs in many details from
thnt of the originals aud tllerefore they al'O
merely imita.tions. 'We know tllelll in va
rious colors, green, ~}'ellow green, blue,
brown, red and black, also black on red
"iolct, imperforate as well as perforated
8K Only few details are known about tho
history and manufacture of these local
sta.mps. While the size of the slleet of the
1870 stamps is unknown, of the 1872 issue,
which was designed by the sculptor Deich
Ill:Hm anel printed by J!"'erslew & Co. of Copen
h:~,gen, full sheets of 36 (6x6) exist, which
show that a transfer block of six, including
six transfer t.vpes, was used for the manu
facture of the printing stone. There are no
known cancellecl copies of the first issue;
of the second issue, copies cancelled by the
"206" numeral canceller of the TIoUe post
officc, but also some with the "1" can
celler of Copenhagen, are known. Such
copies may lla\'e been cancelled to order,
because the only covet· we know of (Fig.
44) also does not look vcr,}' convincing 3.f\
to its actual usc, because it is addressed
to a pln.ce far away from Holte and does
not show any sign tllat regnlar postage has
been collected. Probably it is a made-to
ol'der item, which raises some doubts about
the actual use of these locals on mail. They
IIUl.r 1Ia\'e been printed only to satisfy the
demands of collectors as was the case with
contemporary "locals" of other towns, for
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example Humburg.
The parcel stamps of the railroads were

rather diversified, as each of the three rail·
roads involved had their own design, with
the llaUle of the railload and appropriate
inscriptions. The stamps were generally of
a large size and pasted on the parcels,
therefore vcry few aetual1)' used stamps of
the classic period were preserved. Most
of the stamps in colleetions are either un·
used, originating from small quantities pur
chased by old-time stamp dealers during
the period of actual use or later, from re
mainder stocks, and "used" stamps are fre
C]UCJltly cancelled to order at a later date.
'l'he first railroad to issue stamps was the
Jyd.s . Fyenske J erbaner, which introduced
them in June 1865. Two values were issued,
8s ;yellow green (5 pounds up to 10 mi.)
and 12s brown red (5 pounds up to 20 mi.),
iml)crforate, in a design consisting mainly
of inscriptions. '1'ho stamps first had a cir
cular colorless embossing, ·with the name of
the railroad, from 1866 a monogram em
bossing "J. }'. J.". Stamps ·without emboss
ing cOllie from the remainders, but a few
cancelled copies are known, A new numeral
design was introduced on Oct. 1, 1867, and
used for one nt]ue, an imperforate 8s browu
red, for parcels up to 10 pounds. This stamp
undenvent se\'eral changes, in April 1868 it
was issued on a paper watermarked"J.F.J.",
which comes in all four possible positions,
and ill Jul)' 1869 was issued perforated,
first 12, later 1234. Prom July 1, 1872, the
inscription again was changed, reducing the
weight limit to 8 pounds; the new stamp,
Ss brown red, comes perf. 12Y.i onl)'. The
SjaeU,andske Je-rba~er also issued two val-
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ucs, on :lia)' 1, 1866, 8s blue (to 5 pound)
amI 125 brown (to 10 ponnd), in a design
m:tillly consisting of inscriptiol1B, with the
Danish crown included at top. The stamps
were first perforated llY.l, from 18iS (8s
ouI)') perf. 1234. 'I'he Lolland-Falster Jer
bane issued in 1874 one ,alue, 85 violet
(up to 10 pound), in a design consisting
mainly of inscriptions and including also a
winged wheel. It is known imperforate as
well as perf. 12J1i_

'fhe TII'story of the Danish poshnar'ks is
::t. relatively short one, as the Danish postal
administration introduced postmarks only in
1820. There are a small number of post
marks known from the period before 1820,
but they were either made by postmasters
on their own initiative or used by foreign
postal services on Danish soil. The oldest
such known postmark is from Altona in
Uolstein and was used by the Thurn &
'taxis postal senice there. It was a straight
Iiue "VOIl AL'l'ONA," which is known from
1786. It is the only 18th century postal
marking from Danish territory_ The first
19th centu!'y postmarks wel'e those of the
Copcnhagen "Footpost" ..,,,-Ilich were obvi
ollsly introduced simnltaneously with the
establishmcnt of the city mail service in
1806. '1'he first postmark was designed like
~t scal, an upright oval with a script uF P"
ill Ilegati\-e letters on solid ground. Later
postmarks were boxed, circular or o,al, with
"pp" in center, the last ones also with
date aud hour indication. During the French
rule iu the duchy of Lauenburg, postmarks
similar to those used in other French de
partments, were introduced there in 1811.
1'hey are straight lines with Gallicized tOWll
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names and the department number "128"
above; known at'e such postmarks of ''LA·
UENBOURG," ''MOELLEN'' and ''RAT·
ZEBOURG." After the duchy of Lauenburg
C:.lme under Da.nish sovereignty in 1816,
these French postmarks were continued in
use, after remo\"al of "128." It may have
been the example of these postmarks which
led postmasters in other parts of the coun·
try-almost entirely in Holstein, very few
j It Sclileswjg and Denmark proper-also to
introduce postmm'ks. They were all straight
lines, either in Roman capitals or in Old
English type. But all in aU, only a small
percentage of all post offkes used post
marks before 1820.

Eventually, in 1820, the postal adminis
tI'ation ordered the introduction of post
marks at the ten largest post offices, aside
from Copenhagen, They were double-lined
rectangles, with the town name-sometllnes
abbreviated, fo]' example with FLENSB. for
Flensburg-at the top and the date-day,
months and Jear-at the bottom. This type
of postmark-the earliest Danish marking
with date indication-was first introdnced,
early in 1820, by the postmaster of Copen
llngeu and his postmark 'was used as a
model for the first postmarks of tlle other
post offices. Beginning in 1837J the first
eircuJo.r postmarks started to appear, first
ill Copenhagen, single and double circles,
all with date and year, some also with orna
ments. In Holstein, where the inscriptions
ou the postmarks were ill Germau, there
wel·e a number of double circles, often with
double outer circle, which had the initialg
" K. D. P. A.," standing for "Koeniglich
Daenisehes Post·ATIlt" on top and the town
name at the bottom, When the first post
offices in railroad stations were opened
there, they obtained similar postmarks, with
additional ''BAHNHOF'' (whieh means
"railroad station") before or after the town
name, a crown on top and a posthorn at
the bottolll. Instead of the year date, some
of these postmarks had a number preecded
by "Z,," standing for "Zug" (= train).
Until 1845, the use of postmarks remained
restricted to a few larger post offices, and
only in that year, postmarks were generally
introduced and gradually about 100 post
offices obtained a new circular type of
postmark. This new type was a single cir
cle with the pecularity that there was part
of a smaller concentric circle below the
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town name on top, which gives these post
marks the aspect of incompletely printed
double circles. The date, day, month and
year-the latter either full ("1845") be
low, or abbreviated ("45") at right of day
and month-is in the center. During the
rebellion in Holstein and Lauenburg, from
1848 until Danish so\·ereignty was restored
in 1851, the post offices in the two duchies
continued to use the old postma!ksJ but
offending inscriptious - for example the
"K.n.p.A." which was replaced by "K.P.A."
or "P.A."-or the crown on the railroad
station markiIlgs, were removed. A few new
postmarks in designs similal' to those in
usc were also created during that period.

When tlle pre-stamp period ended - in
Denmark proper on March 31, 1851, in
Schleswig on April 30, 1851, in Holstein
and Lauenburg on June 30, 1853 and at
the Dnnish post offices at Hamburg and
Lubeck on J-nl)' 31, 1855 - only circular
tow II postmarks were in use at the various
post offices, namely the double circles and
single circles of 1837 to 1845 and the single
circles with semi-circles of 1845. The latter
type was augmented or replaced toward the
cud of the pre-stamp period more and more
by single circles, with the town name in
Roman capitals. These postmarks had either
the )"(':1r date or the hour of the day at
the bottom, but some post offices had a
number and added "POS'I"" which indicated
the various mailings of the day, or "TOG,"
for post offices in railroad stations which
signified the number of the train. In the
German parts, the latter indication was re
placed by "ZUG," with the same meaning.
.1\. few such postmarks, of small post offi
ces onlJ, had none of these indications but
an orllament-postllOl'll or star-instead.

'I'he travelling post offices Oil railroad
trains used single circle postmarks similar
to those of the regular post offices, with
adequate inscriptions, which for Holstein and
partly also for Schleswig were in German.
They usually re,eal also a train number,
often with an addc(1 "TOG" or "ZUG" for
"Train." 'I'he rUf·al mail service, which 'Was
introduced during the rebellion in Holstein

J

used double-lined boxed markings, manu
factured in Kiel, with "L. P." (= Land
Post") at top and a number-"No. 1" to
"~o. 4" are known-at bottom. Such post
marks with the town name instead of the
number indication are also known. There
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were practically l10 additional fnar"kings

used on pre-stamp Danish mail, all neces·
sary notations being made in manuscript.
As arrival markings, as far as they were
used at all, regular town postmarks only can
be found.

No pre-stamp postmarks are known from
the Danish overseas possessions except only
for Tranquebar in India, whence an oval
"Post Paid TRANQr." is known from 1797
to 1809. It is probably not a Danish post
mark but one of the British-Indian postal
service.

The ink used for the pre-stamp postmarks
"'vas usually black, but red ink can also be
found rather frequently. Blue or green ink
came first only occasionally, but around
1850 the use of bluish green ink became
almost gencul.

About 350 different pre-stamp postmarks
have beeu fouud up to now; they are mostly
rather scarce and many rare to very rare
on covers before April 1, 1851. Most post
offices, especially in Denmark proper 
except at Copenhagen - and in Schleswig,
seem to have used their postmarks on
foreign mail only and left domestic mail
without any stamped marking. '1'his seems to
explain the relative rarity of pre-stamp Den·
mark covers except from Copenhagen and
Holstein, where most postmasters used their
postmarks also on domestic mail.

Denmark was one of the countries which
followed the example of Great Britain, in
troducing special cancellers simultaneously
with the issuance of its fi.rst postage stamps
and keeping them in use during the whole
classic stamp period. Actually, special can·
cellers were introduced on April 1, 1851
rmd were officially discontinued only 33
years later, in April 1884, but some can
cellers even then were continued in use for
many years. The town postmarks were
stamped alongside of the stamps on the
mail and were used as cancellers hl ex
ceptional cases only.

The first special cancellers, introduced on
April 1, 1851 were of the "target" type,
four concentric circles with a dot inl the
center. One post office, Haderslev, used
a similar canceIIer, but with fiye circles. All
post offices in Denmark proper and in
Schleswig, together about 110, obtained
such cancellers. The bluish gl'een ink which
'was used during the last years of the pre·
stamp period was first used also for the

MERCURY STAMP JOURNAL

cancellers-all first day cancellations are in
that color,- but this proYed inadequate
and as early as April 8, 1851, a decree
stopped the further use of the cancellers
and ordered pen cross cancellation instead.
After the post offices were supplied
hurriedly with black cancelling ink, a de·
cree of April 15, 1851 reinstated the use
of the target cancellers and abolished the
pen cancellation, which, nevertheless, was
continued in use occnsiOllally in addition to
the target cancellation. The target can
cellers were used exclusively for only 16
months. A decree of July 31, 1852 ordered
the gradual introduction of numeral can·
cellers, which started at the larger post
offices early in August 1852. The smaller
post offices first continued to use the tar
get cancellers and' some of these cancellers
can be found used during the whole classic
stamp period and even after 1875.

The first list of" numeral cancellations
mn from 1 to 112. It "contained first the
three main post offices ("Oberpostamter"),
Copenhagen ("I"), Hamburg ("2") and
Lubeck ("3") i then follow the "postcon
torer," alphabetically from Aalborg to Aero
eskjobing (Nos. 4 to 80), the independent
"postekspcditioncr" from Aarosund to
Thaastrup (Nos. 81 to 94) and the sub·
ordinated "postekspeditioner" from Aaldr
keby to Saeby (Nos. 95 to 112). This list
included only post offices in Denmark
proper and in Schleswig. When the use of
stamps was extended to Holstein and Lauen·
burg on July 1, 1853, the numeral can·
cellers from 113 up were distributed to the
post offices in these two duchies. The "post
contorer" in HOlstein (Altona to Uetersen)
obtained alphabetically the numbers 113 to
134, the "postekspeditioner" in HOlstein
(Ahrensboeck to Wilster) the numbers 135
to 147, the "postcontorer" in JJauenburg
(Lauenburg, MoelIn and Ratzebnrg) the
numbers 148, 149 and 150, and the "postek·
speditioncr" in Lauenburg (Buchen and
Schwarzenbeck) the numbers 151 and 152.
Now several "brevsamlingssteder" (letter
collecting agencies) also obtained numeral
~ncellers, 153 to 160 in Holstein, 161 and
162 in Schleswig and 163 to 167 in Den
mark proper. In 1854, the first travelling
post offices obtained numeral cancellers,
first in Holstein ("168", "169" and "170"),
later, in 1856, in Denmark proper ("ISO,"
"181" and "182") and in Schleswig ("183,"
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"184" and "185"). In tIle same year, a
number of trn,velling post offices on ships
also l'cceivec1 numeral cancellers, with the
numbers from 186 to 191. The numbers
from 172 to 179 were given in 1855 and 1856
to newly opened regular post offices. From
1856, the numeral cancellers from 192 to
198 were used for mail handled by post
offices in railroad stations, while tho num
bers from 199 to 230 were assigned in the
years from 1857 to 1864 to newly opene<l
post offices, including the field post offi
ces of 1864, which used the numbers 221 to
225. Thc loss of Schleswig, Holstein and
La.nenburg in 1864 led to an almost com·
plete stoppage in the a.ssigning of new
numbers to post offices. Until 1867 only
five now numbers, 231 to 235, were as
signed and in the following ten years, un·
til 1878, only three new numbers, 236, 237
and 238, were created-the first two for
the 110W post offices in Iceland, the last
for the new post office on the Faroe Islands.
Beginning with 1865, the numbers which
had become obsolete by the loss of Schles
wig, Holstein and Lunenburg, as wen as
by the closing of the Hamburg post office,
were reassigned to post offices in Denmark
proper. With £1\'e exceptions (Nos. 6, 14,
81 and 83, as well as the "3" of Lubeck),
311 of the about 70 obsolete numbers' in
t.his way were assigned to new post offices;
therefore, in these cases, cancellers with the
same number were used after 1864 at other
post offices than those to which they had
originally been assigned. Only in ]879 the
supply of numbers to be reassigned ran
out and from then on neW' numbers, start
ing .nth 239, were again assigned to new
post offices. These new numbers run to
286, which was the highest number on
Danish numeral cancellations. But the num
bers from 239 on were not introduced dur
ing the classic stamp period and can be
found on classic stamps only as the result
of occasional use of such stamps after 1878.
Of the numbers between 1 and 238, two,
namely 164 and 167, have not yet been
found on stamps and although assigned to
specific post offices it seems doubtful that
these numbers were actually used.

The handstamping of all mail with two
postmarks, the canceller and tIle town post
mark, proved rather laborious, especially at
the large post offices as well as at the
travelling post offices, where fast work was

lOb

essential. Again following the example of
Great Britain, the problem was partly solved
by the introduction of duplez cancellers,
combiniJlg a special canceller with a town
postmark. The first postmark of this kind
was introduced as early as 1851 by t.he post
office in the Copenhagen railroad station.
It had the "target" canceller at top, con
nected with a siugle circle tOWll postmark
"KIOBENHAVN" in the center and a sep
arate eun-eel band with "JRB.P.ST.EXP."
below. Soon nfter intro<luction of the num·
eral cancellers in 1852 a similar postmark,
but with a numeral cn,ncellcr "34" at top,
came into use. Beginning with 1853, at
other post offices more than 40 different
numeral cancellers, between 9 and 250, were
introduced as duplex cancellers, partly in
combination with two or mOTe different
t)"Pes of town postmarks. They all consist
of the numernl cn,ncelleT at top, connected
with a single circle town postmark - or
tll:lt of a tra,elling post office---below,
which shows either the year date or the
llOur of mailing. These duplex cancellers
fncilitated considerably the job of handling
the mail. When used on a single stamp,
they were mostly stamped in such a way
that the canceller hit the stamp and the
town postmark fell on the letter. But when
thore were several stamps on a piece of
mail, they were often hit by the cn.nceller
:'IS well as the town postmark, or even by
the town postmark alone.

There were few cancellers which were
neither target nor numeral cancellers. One
small post office, at Kcitum, from 1854
used n, three ring without a number, which
was actually a numeral ca.nceller from which
the llumber had been removed. Three post
offices occasionally used-two of them at
least until 1855---the special cancellers man·
ufactured in Kiel in 1850 for use on the
I'evolutionary Schleswig·Holstein stamps of
that year, which they obviously bad pre
ser,ed. They were circles of 17 horizontal
bars, with the numeral in the center. Known
on Danish stamps are Altona ("3") and
Kiel railroad station ("19"), as well as
Hamburg ("12").

While the tra\"clling post offices on rail
roads aud ships and even the fieldpost had
the sume kind of numeral cancellers as tIle
other post offices, this was true to only
a small extent in the case of the Letter
Collecting Agencies. Few of them, i.n 1853
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or later, had obtaincd regular numoral c:l.1I
cellers. To most of them, 110 number WtlS

assigned allf1 they bad no cancellers, the
stamps or mail being cancelled by pen
strokes or by the supervising post office.
Only from 1856 on, a number of letter col
lL-cting 3gencies obtained special cancellers.
They were similar to the numeral cancel
lers, also showing three concentric circles,
but had the town llame in the center, in
Roman or suns-serif t)rpe, up to six letters
ill full, for example MAARUM, otherwise
abbreviate<l, for example BERO for Bre·
rehro, or PRLDJ.J for Philipsdal. Only from
29 letter collecting agencies ::Iro such special
cancellers known. III 1865, a now type of
special canceller was introduMd, small dou
l,le circles, with the town IHlme ill sans
serif type between the circles and Yllrious
kinds of Stal'S 01' astcriks in tho conter.
A bout 200 letter collecting agencies ob
tained this type of special canceller. In
all cases of their usc, the supervising post
office put its town postmark alongside the
stamp cancelled by tho letter collectlllg
agency. AU these cancellers on classic
stamps are scarce to rare.

While the use of the special cancellers
continued in Denmark long after the classic
stamp period, their use was discontinued in
Scllieswig, JIolstein and Lauenburg soon
after Danish sovereignty ended. The:r were
definitely withdr:twn from the post offices
l)y decree of March 4, 1865, but a few werc
nevertheless used to 1866. Until then, wc
can find them used as cancellers £01' t.he
stlUllPS of S('ltleswig-Holstein_ In addition
to the llUmel'nl c{\IlCcllers assigned to the
post offices in Schleswig, Holstein and La~

ueuburg, also a few "target" cancellers
(in Schleswig only), including the fh'c ring
target of Haderslev, as well ::IS the three
ring canceller without number of Keitum,
can be found on such stamps. Even one
of the old Schleswig-Holstein cancellers of
1850, Remmels ("33") and the three-ring
canceller "SKJBK" of the letter eollceting

'agency Sl<jorbok arc known on Schleswig
Holstein stamps.

The ink used for the cancellers was bluish
green for the first da)'s of their usc, in
April 1851, then black. TIle use of any
other color of ink for the cancellers was
expt'essly forbidden ill July 18tH, but never
theless oecasionul usc of blue ink for the
"target" and the numeral cancellers cnn be
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fOUlld in later J'ears. Wc know of a few
violet but of no red c::Incellations on classic
Denmark stamps.

During the entire classic stamp period
the t010n postmarl's were llsed only along
side the st::lmps on the mail. Although a
decree of July 24, 1851, permitted the use
of town postmarks llS cancellers when the
numeral cancellers were not available, such
use is extremely raro in the early years and
vcry rare later until about 1865. The post·
masters preferred to use pen cancellations
wIlen the numeral canceller was not a\'ai]

able and we know cases where such pen
cll.l1cellatiolls wore crude drawings of the
propol' numeral cancellation. Afterwards, the
l'cgulations seem to have been relaxed some
what and we find town cancellations occa·
siono]Jy, especially on printed matter and
also 011 postal stationery) for which other
wise the same cancelling regulations were
in force ns for adhesives. But town can
cellations are still rare :md only in the
last years of the c1:Jssic period did they
become more frequent although still not be
ing common.

The town postm::lrks used during the elassic
stamp period originated to a large extent
in the pre·stamp period. The double circles
and single circles from the 1837 to 1845
period ::IS well as the single circle from 1845,
with a semi·circle below the town name,
were all continued in use and some served
for 20 more years, almost until t.he elld of
the classic stamp period. 'l'he single circles
of the last pre-stamp years were also con
tinued. New postmal'ks were aU manufac
tured in this single circle type, either with
year) hour) "TOG" or "POST," posthorn or
star ::It bottom. This type of postmarks, in
different sizes, remained in use until long
after the end of the classic stamp period.
The only innovation was the use of sans·
serif capit:Jls instead of Roman capitals for
the inscriptions, beginning in 1866. The du
plcx cancellers) supplied from 1866 on, also
ll::ld the town postmark in the sans-serif
type. There were few exceptional types of
postmarks) ::Ilmost all of them used in
Copenhagen. The most spectacular is the
"clock" postmark of 1853 which showed two
conccntric dials, onc giving the fjgures of
the months, 1 to 12, with KJOBENHAVN
KB in a smnll cll'cle in its center, the other,
outside, of 31 short dashes for the days of
the months, with the figures "I," "8," "16"
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and "24" inserted in the proper positions,
In an outer circle was an arrow and the
year date. This outer circle as well as the
dial with the days of the months were
movable and by turning them and pointing
the arrow on the figure of the day, which
in turn pointed to the figure of the month,
every date of the ;year could be indicated.
On the Copenhagen city mail, the last Foot·
post marking of the pre-stamp period was
used instead of the town postmark. It was
an oval with "FP," date, (day, month and
year) and hour, of which a larger type was
introduced during the stamp period and
used until 1876.

After Schleswig, Holstein and Lauenburg
were separated from Denmark proper, the
old town postmarks remained in use there,
including the additional maYkings, especial
ly those of the Holstein rural mail service.
Only those postmarks which had Danish
town names or inscriptions were replaced by
Prussian type postmarks with German in
scriptions as fast as possible and the last
such offending postmarks were withdr3:wn
before the middle of April 1864. But the
other postmarks of Danish origin remained
in use. After March 1865, when the nse of
the numeral cancellers in the three duchies
wn.s discontinued, some of these town post·
marks were used as cancellers and can be
fOUlld on Schleswig-Holstein stamps. Their
use as cancellers of Prussia stamps W::IS an
occasional one in Schleswig and Holstein,
where the usc of such stamps was permitted
from early 1867, but a regular one in Lauen·
burg, where PI'ussia stamps replaced the
Schleswig-Holstein stamps on Jan. 1, 1866.
A number of old Danisll town. postmarks
can be found on the stamps of the North
German Confederation, which replaced the
Schleswig-Holstein and Prussia stamps on
Jan. 1, 1868, and a few even on the first
issue of the German Empire.

Few additional "laThings were used and
the markings found on covers to foreign
countries are usually origin markings ap
plied outside Denmark. The pre-stamp post
marks of the rural mail service in Holstein
-boxed L.P. with number or town name
can also be found a8 additional markings
during the stamp period.

The ink: used for the town postmarks
was bluish green, later black, which from
1851 on was the officially supplied ink.
But nevertheless, blue or green ink was
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used rat1ler frequently in later years and
even red town postmarks can occasionally

be found.
Due to the fact that most of the mail to

forejgn countries was transported by ship,
some of which had foreign travelling post
offices on board, Danish stamps can rather
frequently be fonnd with cancellations of
Swedish, Norwegian, German or British ship
post offices or ship arrival markings, es
pecially the 1864 and 1870 issues. On the
other hand, Danish ship markings can also
be fOWld occasionally on foreign st3mps.

Of the Danish overseas possessions, only
in two, the Faroe Islands and Iceland, were
Danish stamps used. They were introduced
on March 1, 1870, simultaneously with spe
cial cancellers and town postmarks. Thor·
sham on the Faroe Islands obtained a
single circle to",,» postmark and a numeral
canceller "238." .As the Faroe Islands from
1871 on were considered part of Denmark
proper, the further postal developments
thcre were the same as in the motherland.
Tn Iceland, two post offices were opened
and town postmarks as well as numeral
C3.ncellers were assigned to them. The capi
tal Reykjavik obtained the number f'236"
:md Seydisfjord the number "237." Only
the former is known on stamps and it seems
questionable whether Seydisfjord ever used
n Humeral canceller. Stamps of the 1864
alld 1870 issue of Denmark are known with
t.he "236" canceller, namely the 2s, 4s, 8s
and 16s of 1864 and the 3s, 4s, 8s and 16s
of 1870 as well as postal stationery. They
nre all scarce, the lower values being rarer
than the higher ones. The 48s of 1870 was
also issued at Reykjavik but no copy can~

celleel "236" has been found up to now.
On Jan. 1, 1873, Iceland started to use its
own stamps and the Danish postage stamps
and stationery were withdrawn. the pre
\"ions day. But the Danish postmarks, the
numeral canceller f'236" as well as town
markings, were continued in use and can
be found on Iceland stamps many years
later.

Hamburg and Lubeck nsed their numeral
cancellers "2" and "3" respectively, which
were introduced simultaneously with the
Danish stamps on August 1, 1855, and put
their town postmarks - all of p're-stamp
origin-alongside of the stamps on the mail.
Although the 1851 issue was not issued at
Hamburg, both values are known with the
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llumCl'al cancellation "2", the 21's as a. rarity.
Of the issues 1854, 1858 and 1863, only
tbe 4s values arc claimed to have been
issued at Hn.mburg, but all other valucs of
these issncs--except the 168 of 1863-are
also known used at Hamburg. All values
except the 48 arc rare to very rare. Regu
larly the "2" canceller was used, but we
find :18 an exception also several of the
town postmarks used as cancellers; such
lise was very ra1'e. After the closing of the
post office in 1864, the "2" canceller and
the town postmarks-the latter after rc
mO\":l.1 of "K. D. O. P. A." - were taken
over and used by the Hamburg "Stadtp08t"
and the former is common as canceller on
IIamburg l}:1s and 2}1;s stamps. In Lubeck,
similar conditions prevailed, but as the Dan
ish post office there was operating until
April 30, 1868, the 16s of the 1863 issue
:ll1d the 1864 issue also were used there
and all values of the latter are known with
the "3" canceller. Town cancellation can be
found as an exception on this and still
rarer on previous issues. Concerning the
cancellations on Denmark stamps used at
Bergedorf refer to "Bergedorf" (Volume
II, pages 252 to 254).

As the use of Danish stamps started
in Schleswig, Holstein and Lauenburg later
than in Denmark proper and the nse of
Danish stamps ceased there after the oe
cupation by Austrian and Prussian troops,
not all stamps issued during the classic
stamp period were also used in the three
duchies. As stamps were introduced in Hol
stoill and Lauenburg only on July 1, 1853,
the 4rs of 1851 with engraved underprint
W:l.S not i5sued there but is nevertheless
known with Holstein cancellation. The 2rs
of 1851, with both kinds of nnderprint, also
were never issued in the three (luc.hies, but
nre also known used there, although as
rarities. When the tInee Duchies ,vere sev
ered from Denmark in 1863-64, the 2s and
16s of 1854, the 8s of 1858 and the 4s of
1863 were in usc there. The 16s of 1863,
although its use would be possible, is not
known used hi the three duchies and prob
ably was never issued there. The 1864 and
1870 postage stamps, the official stamps
~md all postal stationery were issued after
the loss of the three duchies and therefore
were not used there.

The Mecklenburg - Schwerin stamps and
envelopes used at Lauenburg and Ratzeburg
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for mail to the mother country, were can
celled ·with the numeral cancellers "148"
and "150" respectively. Known are the 4/4s
of 1856 and 1864 (Scott #1 and 5), also
in larger combinations, for example 6/48,
as well as the Is envelopes of 1856 (small
and large size) and 1860. The Is and 3s
C1welopes of 1864 are also known used at
Lauenburg, but only from the period when
the duchies had ceased to be under Danish
sovereignty. The town postmarks-as well
as those of the railroad station post of
fices in both towns - the latter inscribed
"BAlINHOF LAUENBURG" and "BAHNH.
RATZEBURG"-wcre put alongside of the
stamps on the mail. Only after the numer
al cancellers bad been withdrawn in the
duchies in 1865, the town postmarks were
also used as cancellers.

Summarizing, we can state that the regu
lar cancellations on all classic stamps and
pos! al stationery of Denmark were the
special cancellers. '1'he first type, tlJe "tar~

get" is prcclominant on the 2rs and 4rs
with engraved underprint; both are searcer
with numeral cancellation. On Jater print
ings of the 1851 issue and aU following
issues until the end of the classic stamp
period, the numeral cancellers are the most
common cancellation. The "target" cancel
lers disappear gradually and although still
Tnther freqneut on later printings of the
4rs of the 1851 issue, they are Bcarce to
l'are on the later printings of the 2rs of
1851 ::md on all values of the later issues.
'l'hc 21'S of 1851 almost always shows either
the "target" or the numeral canceller "1"
of Copenhagen; other numbers-about 25
aro known-arc scarce to rare. The highest
numeral cancellation regularly used for the
1851 issue was 173, for the 1854 issue 207,
for the 1858 issue 216, for the 1863 issue
230 and for the 1864 as 'Nell as for the
]870 issue 238. Higher numbers can be
found occasionally, but they come from late
use of obsolete issues. Town cancellations
-not parts of duplex cancellers, but regu
lar town postmarks-are rare to very rare
ou the early issues--even unknown on sev~

ernJ nlues-and gradually become more fre
quent only from 1865 OD, on the 1864 issue
au(l especially ou the 1870 issue, on the
official stamps and on all postal station
ery. Duplex postmarks can be found on 411
issues, but they are more freqnent on the
later issues, especially 1864 and 1870, as
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well as on the official stamps. Of the un
usual cancellers, the tlJrec-rulg of Keitum
and the 5-ring "target" of ITaclerslev come
on the 1854 and the following issues; th('y
are scarce. The old Schleswig-Holstein can
cellers of 1850 have been found on the
41"S of 1851 and the 48 of 1854 j they are
rare. Of the cancellers of the letter col
lecting agencies, tile earliest type is found
on the 1854 :md later issues, the newer
type of 1865 on the issues of 1864 and
1870, as well as on the official stamps
only. TIley are scarce to rare. Manuscript
cancellations call be found on all issues,
being generally scarce. Practically nU Den
mark st:llllPS WCI'C cancelled with blnck
:ink. Blue or violet cancellations :n-e known
Oll all issues but are scarce exceptions.

The regulations for the cancellation of
postal st.'l.tionery were the same as for
postage stamps and we find tile same can
cellers plus town postm:nks on them as on
mail with adhesives.

Of all classic stamps and envelopes of
Denmark, ,·cp,.illts h::n'e been made. .All re
prints of the stamps were prilltecl on paper
without watermat'k and· are imperforate,
most of them :IIso ungummed; together
with the pnrtly rather distinguishing colors
:md with the underprint in wrong position
or omitted, t.]lere is no danger of mistaking
them for originals. But ther ::Ire sometimes
offered 8S proofs because illey look more
as thougb they belonged in thnt cntegory
than like regular stamps. The reprints of
tIle en,elopes arc more dangerous, bce.1.use
they show the same watermark u.s the origi.
nals amI only differences in the dies, the
color a.nd the paper betray them. The first
reprint, made in 1885, is actually a re
issue, because the stamps and eo,elopes were
at that time still "alid for postage. B~t we
know of Jl0 case where they were actually
used 8S such. This is understandable, be
cause this re·issue was made to satisfy
the requests of several foreign postal ad
ministrations to get complete collections of
all old Denmark stamps and stationery in
exchange for such collections of their own
stamps. Only in later years, after they had
been demonetized in 1891, these re-issues
wore made available to collectors and
clealers. Tlle 1885 re-issue consisted. of 1851,
2':8, 41'S, 1854, 2s, 16s, 1858, 48, 8s, 1864,
28, 3s, 4s, 8s, 168, 1870, 2s, 3s, 4s, 8s,
16s, 48s, officinl stamps 1871, 2s, 4s, 168,
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ell\'elopes 1865) 2s, 4s ancl 1860) 2s 4s. There
f.ore, it. included all classic stamps and en
"clopes, except the 4s and 8s of 1854. The
re-isslle w:'ls partly made with the help of
origin:ll pl;~tes of 100-2rs 1851, 2s 1854,
4s and 8s of 1858-01' from new settings
of original cliches-16s 1854 (setting of
100), 4s 1864 (setting of 30) 10x3) and
2s, 3s, 8s, 168 1864 (setting of 12, two
,-ertical tete-beche rows of 6). For the 4rs
of ]851) no undamaged original plat.e or
cliche being avaiJnble, :l. proof cliche (with
no hyphen niter POST and other differ
ences) was used for a.. new setting of 15
(3x5). For the 1870 issue, new center
cliches were made for each value from the
mastcr die--tllerefore showiug differences
in the large or small figures of value
:lIld) together with "thin" frames of a later
period, TJrinted from settings of 10 (2x5),
in which one frnme was normal and nine
ilwerted. For tIle officials of 1871, new dies
were prepare(l from the master die, tllere
fore Showing a type of the yalue indication
wlJich differs from the four original ones
of each ,:lIne. Settings of 10 (2x5) were
used for the printing'. The envelope re
issues were printed on the stock of en
Yelopcs just in use for the envelopes cur
rent in 1885, which was light buff while
the original eJlyolopPis wore white_ For the
1865 issue cliches taken from the origina.l
dies were used, while for the 1866 issue
new dies were prepared, by inserting the
figures "2" or "4" in cliches taken from
the lIl:JstCI" die. '£hesc figures, "2" thick
:Jud "4" closed at top, differ from the
figures on the origina.l dies. The 2s of both
envelope issues in the re-issue 1s blue, while
l.11C originals are ultramarine; the 4s is in
a lighter red thnn the origina.ls. III 1901,
a new reprint of the 21'S aud 41'S of 1851 WM

made, to illustrate the monograph "Da.nske
Postfrimaerker 1851-1901" by O. Koefoed,
published in that year. The 2rs was printed
from a block of 20 (2x10), taken from an
original plate, the 4rs wns probably printed
in blocks of four from cliches made up
from a defaced original cliche, which was
repaired. In 1924, the remainders of' the
] 885 re-issue were used t.o illustrate the
hooks issued to celebrate the 300th cen
leonr...- of the Danish postal service (''La
Poste Danoise 1624-1924" and "D:mmarks
Frimaerker 1851·1924"). The two v:llucs,
missiug in the 1885 Te-issue, namely 4s
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nnd 8s of 1854, now were also reprinted to
make the collection complete. The 49 was
printed from a plate of 32 (4x8), obtained
by multiplying :l block of four cliches cut
from an original plate. The plate of t.he
8s consisted of 28 cliehes (4...~7) taken from
an original setting. These reprints were
issued gummed. The last reprint was made
in 1942 for the de hB:e edition of Volume
II of G. A. Hagemann's ''D:mmarks og
Dansk Vestindiens Frimacrkcr" and con
tained only the 48 and 16s of the 1864
issue. The)' were printed singly, the 48 from
an original cHelle, the 168 from the original
die of tllat "alue. These repl'ints werc
printer] on paper with papermakcr's water
lllark "LF:SSEBO" and arc gummed; they
ha,e parts of tile indication "Nytryk 1942"
and tIle title of the book printed on their
bncks.

The collector of Denmark haa not much
to worry about in regard to forgerics. The
lack of great rarities was not inyiting to
the forgers and the only stamp they were
interested in was the 2rs of 1851, of which
several more or less crude forgeries are
known. The fabes are also not '\""ery numer
ous and mainly concern separation varieties.
In old times, the '\""arious primtc perfora
tions tlnd roulettes were '\""ery popular and,
therefore, have been a favorite field for
the fakers. They did such a good job that
we want to suggest that these private sep
arations be collected only in their original
state on cover, because all SUCll stamps off
cover or still on cover, but sonked off and
replaced, must be considered suspicious.
Fakes by which only the unsuspecting eol
lector can be duped are trimmed copies of
the 1864 issue and even of the 16s of 1863
offered as tlle imperforate varieties. Of
other fakes, only some spurious rare or
colored cancellations should be mentioned,
because they may be dangerous in an other·
;rise uncontaminated field.

The collector will not have much diffi·
culty in obtaining the imperforate issues
in satisfactory condition. The spacing be
tween the stamps was comparatively wide
and in those "good old days" people had
enough leisure to separate the stamps care
fully. Therefore, full-margined copies are
ratllCr plentiful ::md tl1e llumeral cancel
lers werc usually applied with care, so that
heavily canceJIed copies are excepHolls. They
can be found mostly from Copenhagen,
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,\'herc the "1" c:)nceller was sometimes ap
plied in rrl.tllcr a smudgy condition. The
rouletted and perforated issues are much
more difficult in respect to condition. Not
only was a large part of all stamps more
or less off center-perfectly centered copies
are rather scaroo-but the paper of the
issues of 1864 and 1870, as 'well as of the
official stamps was brittle Wllich not only
led to many short perforations, especially
in the corners, but also to many rounde<l
corners, due to breaks along corner creases.
Pel'fcctly centered copies of these issues
withont perforation defects certainly de
serve a pt·emium.

Philatelic rcscm'ch is ratller a<hrnllccd in
respect to the postal stamps and postal
stationery of Denmark and there are few
ma.jor problems which are 110t solved. The
philateHc 1itemt1tre in the field, altllOugh
uneven, is extensive, fortunately not only
in Danish, but an important part trans
lated into Ellg'lish or German. Since O.
Kocfoed published in 1901 his basic mono
graph in the field, ''Danske Postfrimaerker
1851-1901," Wllic11 celebrated tIle fiftieth
anniversary of the first Danish stamps, im
proved monographs were published for ea.cJl
anniversary, ill 1911 by A. Jacobsen, in
1925 by Ch. Holm ancl A. Petersen, "Dan
lllnrks' Frimncrkel' 1851-1924." Last but not
least t.he excellent book by J. Schmidt·
Andersen, published in 1951 by tho Danish
Postlll Administra.tion which celebrates the
cClItclln,ry of Ule first Danish stnmps and
which was also publishe(l in an English trnns
lation, "The Postage Stamps of. Dcnmark."
It is a monograph which satisfies C\'er:,\r
desire the student may have in regard to
the stnmps. Monographs by G. A. Hage
man, "Denmark og Dansk Vestindiens Fri
maerker", in Danish (1941-42), go into even
more detail, and deal with the issues from
1864 on, including the official stamps,
based 011 the official files. In regard to
postal histor)', a book in French "La Poste
Danoise 1624-1924," also published by the
Danish Postal Administration, in 1924, gives
a rather sketchy outline. R.ather scattered
are the writings about pre-stamp postmarks
ulld, except for some art.icles by E. Rathje,
nothing substantial has been wl·itten. A
]1OW book in Danish by S. Al'nholtz, "Dan
ske Poststcmpler" (1953) gives all infor
mation nbout cancellers and postmarks of
the stamp period, lenving few questions nn-
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MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

next issue of the MERCURY
JOURNAL is scheduled for May,
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STAMP
1954.

• Nos. 2, S, 4, 10, 15 and 25 of the
]l[ercMry Starnp Journal are out of p'rint
and badly needed to complete volumes_ Re
turn of surplus: copies of these si..x issues
will be greatly appreciated.
• Our editor intends to visit Europe in
June and July 1954. Scheduled arc trips
through Italy, Switzerland, Austria, Ger~

many, France and Great Britain, but side
trips can be arranged if nccessary. A de
tailed itinerary will be published in the,
next issue.
• The Indian Cwtodial Forces itn Korea,
wllich supervised the execution of the arm
istice terms, had their own field post offi·
ces. One Base Army Post Office and two
sub-post offices served the nceds of the
G,DOD troops who mailed about 6,000 letters
a day, almost exclusively to relatives and

alld setting reconstructions are so far ad
nLHcec1 that a student would have to work
for a long time in already harvested fields
before 11e reached virgin soil. But for the
specialist who wants to collect and is not
eager to do much research ,,,ark, Denmark
is a very fine field. The various pTintings
of the early issues, with their possibilities
of plate reassembling, the inverted frames
of the 1870 issue, the attractive primary
and secondary plate flaws, the postal sta
tionery with its types and settings and a
number of other fields can be attractive
to an ambitious collector. This may be
e\'en more true for the various postmarks,
the town postmarks-pre-stamp and after
18Fi1- being somewlmt neglected anyway.
'rhe transitory period after the loss of
Schleswig, Holstein and Lauenburg is an
other interesting field for the cancellation
collector. Numeral cancellatio1lS, especially
when collected on entires, as wen as the
interesting cancellers of the letter collect
illg agencies, may also offer a stimulating
field. We are sure that every collector who
enters the popular field of collecting Den
mark will not be disappointed, regardless
from which angle he may W[tIlt to do the
collecting.

answered. Concerning Postal Stationery, the
only monograph was published by L. Han
ciau in "Gibbons Stamp Weekly," 1908-09.
The Denmark part of the Kohl Handbook
is one of the more elaborate monogl'aphs
and deals on 18 pages plus a one page sup
plement with the classic issues. An English
translation was published in 1929 in "The
Collectors Club Philatelist" and, although
in some respects outdated, provides still
reliable and valuable information. In 1947,
a good specialized Denmark Catalog ("Da
ka Catalog") was published by J. Schmidt
Andersen and F. Romme, of which an im
proved English adaptioll by R. King-Farlow
was published as "Stella Catalog" in 1951.
Altogether, there is plenty of good litera
ture about Denmark and the collector who
wants to enter the field will have no trouble
in finding adequate guidance.

For the general collector, Denmark is a
rather casy country to collect. Scott lists
28 classic stamps of which four are perfo
ration varieties, reducing the actual figure
to 24. There are no great rarities among
the main numbers, the higl1est priced item,
disregarding perforation varieties, being the
2rs of 1851, priced at $125.00 unused and
$40.00 used. Classic Denmark complete un
used is listed at $404.00, with the main
number perforation varieties at $546.00.
Again neglecting perforation varieties, an
Denmark stamps are priced lower used than
unused, at $141.50, with the main number
perforation varities at $209.50. Of the 24
claflsic stamps, no less than 19 are priced
no higher thal1 $5'.00, and 9 are priced at
$1.00 or less, the lowest price being 10e
for the 4s of 1870. Even a collector with
small means will be able to assemble a
collection of the Denmark main numbers.
But a specialist win have to spend con
siderable sums of money, because the rarer
varieties are very much sought for, Den
mark being one of the "popular" countries
of our times. But the lack of great wor1cl
rarities, worth thousands of dollars, makes
Denmark specializing still a field in which
the collector with medinm means can suc
ceed.

Being a philatelically far advanced coun
try, there is not much left to do for the
philatelic student_ Of the 4rs of 1851, for
example, the reconstruction of all plates
oxcept one (which is 98% complete) bas
been successfully completed and other plate
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