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.......... ovative a11d Versatile: 

First Issue United States Sta1nped Envelopes 1853�1860 

By sl1owing examples of First Issue stamped envelopes used postally and out/of /tl1e/mails, tl1is 
exl1ibit explores iru1ovations tl1at added new dimensions to written commt1nication duri11g tl1e brief 
dynamic ai1tebellt1m era of 11ational expansion driven by t11e California gold rush. Stamped envelopes were 
issued in June ar1d July of 1853. After initial distributions of 3<r letter/size envelopes on both white and 
buff paper, smaller 3¢ note/size and larger 6<r official/size ei1velopes followed, all tlrree witl1 embossed red 
George Washington stamp imprints to meet the single and double letter rates for carriage less than 3,CXX) 
miles. Letter/size 6<r green envelopes met tl1e transcontinental s.it1gle letter rate. (No 6¢ adl1esive stamps met 
tl1ese needs.) Wl1e11 tl1e transco11tinental rate rose to lO<r ir1 1855, ei1velopes in tl1at denomination replaced 
tl1e 6¢ green issue. First Issue stamped envelopes were pl1ased out gradt1ally after designs of the Second 
Issue were distribt1ted in tl1e late summer and fall of 1860. Tl1ey were demonetized during the Civil War 
ii1 1861 and 1862 as Third Issue stamped envelopes were distributed. 

Tl1e entire First lssLte en1ployed 
JLtSt rune master dies, nt1n1bered l 

tl1roL1gl1 5 A for 3¢ denominations, 
6 for all 6cr envelopes, and 7 and 

8 for lQq: envelopes 

Die 2: THREE 

1n sl1ort label witl1 

straigl1t ends, 15 'hn1n1 

wide at top. 

Tl1is New/York year/dated cancel was in use only from July 11 to 25, 1853. 
Tl1e cut square is tl1e earliest doct1me11 ted use of die 2 011 buff pa per. 

Hawaii to P�ia 
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Die 5 THREE in mediL1n1 
wide label witl1 curved ends. 
16n1n1 wide at top, long 
crossbar on botl1 Ts; small 
letter R 

Uniqt1e 3<r First Issue envelope posted at Hawaii June 20, 1858. Total postage 37¢ paid,, 5¢ Hawaiian 
plus 32¢ credited to U.S. (2¢ slup fee plt1s 30<r Prussian closed mail). U.S. credited 7 ¢ to Prussia. 
Two/ocean voyage, Honolulu to San Francisco, via Panama to New York, to Soutl1ampton, to Aache11, 
arrival August 27 at Mit1den, Prussia. Professionally preserved and restored. 





• 

Watermarked Paper for Starn peel Envdopes 

Tl1e Act of 1852 that authorized stamped envelopes required tl1at they be printed on 
watern1arked paper, the first U.S. postal issues to l1ave tlus feature. Tl1e design called for tl1e 
monogram POD US (Post Office Department of the United States) erect and readable from the 
front. The original design, when cut to a diamond,.-shaped envelope blank, wasted considerable paper 
stock. Blanks could be cut more economically when a side of the diamond was parallel to the edge of 
tl1e paper sl1eets, bringing tl1e laid lines in tl1e paper at various angles to tl1e front of the folded 
envelope. In tl1e rare original watermark configuration on l1orizontally laid paper, the two rows of 
letters l1ave a space separating tl1em. Tl1e common revised watermark configuration on diagonally laid 
paper l1as two rows of letters tl1at toucl1 eacl1 otl1er. Only die l envelope stamps were printed on 
l1orizo1i.tally laid paper, tl1e earliest printi1i.gs of First Issue 3¢ embossed envelopes. 
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Original watem1ark 
Horizontally laid paper 
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Diel: THREE 
in sl1ort label witl1 
curved ends; 13mm 

wide at top. 

Tl1e original l1orizontally laid type is hard to find; fewer than 50 are known today. All but one are 
letter,.-size witl1 Nesbitt seals on the flap. At1gt1st 7, 1854, example is ex Barkhausen. The unique 
note,.-size April 17 (1854) example witl1ot1t a seal on tl1e flap is ex Fricke, discovered in 1963. 
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City Girriers 

Post off ices tl1at offered carrier service / collection a11d delivery of mail within a city / 
provided stamps to prepay the carrier fees. Tl1e 1¢ Eagle U.S.P.O. Despatcl1 carriers' stamp was a 
general issue of 1852 valid at any post off ice witl1 carrier service on tl1e autl1ority of ilie postmaster 
ge11eral. Tl1e 1¢ Governme11t City Dispatch stamp was an 1857 local issue of the Baltimore postmaster. 
Grriers' stamps are seldom seen 011 stamped ei1velopes. 

Die 5 1854 and die 5 A circa 1857/1858 . 
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Tl1e June 6 Eagle carriers' stamp paid for collection from the sender to the Cincinnati post office . 
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Die 5 A THREE in 
mediLtm wide label 
witl1 CLtrved ends; 
16mn1 wide at top, 

sl1ort crossbar on botl1 
Ts; large letter R 

Tl1e June 1 Baltimore carriers' stamp is the ONE SENT plate variety, wllicl1 paid for collection 
from the sender to the post off ice. 
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Imprinted C:Otrunercial Advertisements 

Stamped envelopes were 11atural velucles for commercial advertisements. 
Die 1 on diagonally laid wlute and buff paper, 1854; die 5 on buff. 
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George Nesbitt enjoyed a great advantage over competitors, because Ills firm could print advertising 
matter on tl1e envelopes during original manufacture, before tl1ey were gummed and folded. The 
Cl1arles A. Morford embossed corner card on tl1e flap of tl1e bttff envelope is one of five envelopes 
repqrted witl1 ads printed on unfinished blanks by Nesbitt; tl1e ad itself is unique. Ex Mintz. 
Tl1e La Fayette College cameo (windowed entire) is anotl1er Nesbitt production imprint, also unigue. 

The embossed corner card on tl1e wlute envelope was printed on finished stock purcl1ased from a post 
office, probably by a stationer in Buffalo. The embossing extends tl1rough all layers of the envelope. 

Pictorial advertisements are seldom seen on First Issue stamped eii.velopes. 
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