


















General Postal Union Launched                          July 1875 
What Changed? What did not?                            1875 

London, 16 October 1875                 5¢ GPU rate, prepaid 
Cunard Algeria : Liverpool 16 October, New York 29 October 

The GPU required that from 8 November 1875 all letters were to be prepaid with adhesives.  

 

Latest recorded use of a stampless letter carried from Great Britain to Philadelphia by contract vessel. 

When the GPU standardized international rates, accounting by exchange offices became unnecessary. Philadelphia's ex-
change office became the Foreign Division, which used hand-made killers on foreign mails well into the 1880s. 

Philadelphia, 1 October 1875       triple 5¢ GPU rate, prepaid 
Cunard Marathon: Boston 2 October, Queenstown 12 October 

Canceled by the new Foreign Branch—old cancellation devices were retained 
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