
Domestic US AR (RRR): exhibit synopsis

D
omestic u s r r r (return receipt, as ar is and was known in the us) service began 1 July 1863. There was
no charge per se; instead it was compulsory on registered matter. (For domestic us ar, we use one of
the us terms, r r r, return receipt requested.) The post office had a pad with registration receipts attached to

their counterpart return receipt (as illustrated in this exhibit). At the time of registration, the receipt would be
filled out and handed back to the sender; the return receipt would be partially filled out, and sent either attached
(usually with gum) to the registered letter, probably more frequently (based on examples), sent separately but in
the same mailing. When the letter was delivered, the recipient would sign the return receipt, it would be put in
a covering envelope, and sent back to the office of origin. Thereupon the return receipt would be given to the
sender, frequently with the covering envelope. In case of non-delivery, the letter with attached form would be
returned to sender.

At its onset in 1863, domestic us return receipt service (as it was known) was compulsory, and the fee was
included in the registration fee (which was relatively high). It became a free option (on domestic registered mail)
in 1910, and then a fee was instituted in 1925. As both a free and a chargeable service, it was extremely popular,
and us r r r material is very common. The r r r cards (distinct from those used for international service) are
extremely common, except perhaps for the year 1879, or for use with registered packages. The very earliest uses
of the forms (1863) are rare, despite the fact that every single registered domestic item would have had one.

Insurance on parcel post became possible in 1913, and return receipt service was also available on this class
of mail (at the same rates as on registered matter).

There were also elaborations of return receipt, available only on domestic registered mail. These include
restricted delivery (delivery only to the addressee, not just anyone at that address), and the very expensive showing
address where delivered. The first was initially a free option; it existed from as early as 1884, becoming chargeable
in 1934. Both required return receipt as a prerequisite.

Timeline

• In 1863, return receipt service became compulsory on domestic registered mail. The return receipts them-
selves were small square printed forms, to be returned under cover; typically, the covering envelopes were for
any official mail, not specifically for r r r forms. Although it appears that in most cases, the form was sent
separately from the registered letter, there are a few covers for which the form was attached to the letter.

• In mid-1879, forms were largely replaced by r r r cards, that is, postcard-size cards, which did not require a
covering envelope. r r r forms continued to be used (sparingly) for at least two years.

• Until 1910, registered letters were not marked in any way to indicate that return receipt service applied, as
it was automatic. However, in July 1910, r r r became a free option on registered mail. All the sender had
to do was endorse the registered letter with the impolite return receipt demanded, which had been in use for
international ar since the g p u/upu period began [Possibly based on an ignorance of French: demandermeans
requested, not demanded.] Many variants of this wording occurred, both in manuscript and in handstamp form,
but the version that eventually became most popular and later official was return receipt requested.

• In 1913, parcels could be sent with insurance, and all insured matter was eligible for r r r service (with the
same fee schedule, so until 1925 was a free option).

• In 1925, r r r service finally required a fee (the US had been one of the very few entities worldwide to have
no fees for r r r or ar). Several elaborations of r r r service eventually became chargeable as well.

• Restricted delivery (registered letter to be given to addressee only, or personal delivery) is found on an 1884 letter
(shown here), preceding by almost ten years the known documentation for it (in an 1892 postal guide). It
was available from at least 1884 and likely earlier, and required r r r service as a prerequisite (this became
meaningful only from 1910, since r r r was compulsory prior to that year). It was a free option on mail sent
with r r r until a fee was imposed in 1934.

• Another elaboration of r r r service is showing address where delivered. This was available at an additional 20¢
over the r r r fee beginning in 1931. It and restricted delivery are frequently seen together on the same cover.
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Organization of the domestic section: Forms and covering envelopes. We begin with the early r r r forms (second earliest
known, 1864) and their covering envelopes (earliest known, 1865). The rather drab r r r cards were introduced
in 1879, and we show form and card from Fargo (nd) bracketing the change. We also show a registered letter with
its r r r form, and a slightly later registered cover with its r r r card. (It is very difficult to find both together.)

r r r coversOn 11 July 1910, r r r became a free option on registered mail (as opposed to compulsory). This meant
that some endorsation or handstamp indicating the service was required. We show what is so far the earliest
recorded use on domestic mail (in the normal period), 18 July, as well as a use a month later with an apparently
unrecorded experimental registration label at Elizabeth (nj).

On 15 April 1925, extensive rate changes occurred, including for the first time, a charge on r r r service. We
have an example from the second day of this rate.

Official (penalty) mail This subsection concerns the combination of r r r with mail from (federal) government
offices. It begins with a 1911 use of postal savings stamps on postal savings system stationery (1910–14). For
other departments, domestic postage was free, and if the office were located in Washington, registration was
free. When r r r became chargeable, all government offices were required to pay the r r r fee.

Insured mail with r r r When insurance became available on parcel post, and later on third class, r r rwas possible,
with the same fee structure as for registered mail. It is difficult to find examples, but we show a few, e.g., a
first-year official parcel tag, and a remarkable 1942 parcel post wrapper between quartermasters requiring 701⁄2¢
postage (unfortunately, the sender had no half-cent stamps, so it is overpaid).

Restricted delivery [h4] Also known as deliver to addressee only or personal delivery, or some other variant, this was a
service available to senders. We show by far the earliest known use (1884); the literature only contains references
from 1902. We show the earliest (thus far) known handstamp for the service. In addition, an insured item with
restricted delivery is exhibited (this is the only example of this combination that I have seen).

In case the addressee refused to sign for a registered letter with restricted delivery (as opposed to being signed
for by an agent), then it was returned to sender. We have two examples, refused by Henry Ford and by Wendell
Willkie (the latter just after having been nominated as Republican presidential candidate), both marked, Refused
on account of personal delivery restriction.

Showing address In 1931, a very expensive elaboration of r r r became available, Showing address where delivered; at a
time when registration was 15¢ and r r r was 3¢, this service cost 20¢ (and required r r r). Examples include a
combination of showing address and restricted delivery in the period when the latter was chargeable.

Airmail & r r r We show examples of r r r covers sent by air from the first two periods in which registration was
permitted on air mail.

Extra indemnity with r r r Beginning 1923, there was only one extra level of indemnity. This expanded in 1928
to indemnity up to $1000, and finally unlimited indemnity became available in 1932. Perhaps the star of this
section is themassively franked cover with an estimated $300000 in indemnity (owing to an arithmetic error, we
cannot be sure what was intended) with 39 dollar stamps, in the first month that this supplemental indemnity
became available. We also have the usual money bag tags with r r r, with ludicrously high frankings, including
a block of six of the fourth bureau $5. We also show a possibly unique (1920) example of insured mail treated as
registered on a package to the Treasury.

r r r & postage due Registered covers rarely arrive with postage due, all the less so r r r covers. We present
examples that obviously slipped by and were subsequently charged; in one case, a letter was dropped in the mail
box with no stamps applied at all, but requesting all the usual services, including showing address (it should have
been returned to sender, but was allowed to continue and charged single deficiency). More reasonable examples
include an extra cent charged for forwarding to a destination requiring more postage.

Forwarding to foreign destinations Domestic r r r covers could be forwarded abroad if they were fully prepaid (as
they almost always were) at no extra charge. We have an example.

Fraudulent activities & ar Some covers were returned to sender, because they were addressed to people known
to be engaging in fraudulent activities. We show one addressed domestically and two to foreign destinations
turned back at New York (1936 to Canada, and 1937 to Ireland).

Domestic r r r wreck The one known example (1931) of this combination is illustrated.

Inquiry and after-the-fact Both extremely rare for theUS, we have an example of an inquiry card, and a after-the-fact
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r r r card, both from 1935.

Return of r r r card by air This required airmail postage on the card. 1940s uses are rare. Permitted from 1938, a
1943 example, possibly the earliest, is shown.

Hundreds (or thousands) of different r r r handstamps exist
Those shown here range over 1910–40, at actual size. Usually in shades of purple or red. Some are clearly made
of rubber.

For both international and domestic rates, see the us international exhibit.
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RRR forms
To be returned under cover

RRR form, 4 June 1864. For a registered letter mailed from Philadelphia to Como (il), properly signed by recipient.
Manuscript date mark at Como. Second earliest US r r r form of which I am aware.



RRR forms

New York RRR form, January 1869. Specially printed for the New York office for 1869. For a registered letter from NY to
Herrick Centre (pa).

Printing error, October 1871. Mistakenlyworded
BILL (for receipt). For registered letter (reg'n
number 2), Monteville (me) toMarshall (mi).



Forms with their covering envelopes
US r r r forms were returned under cover to the postmaster at the office of origin, who then forwarded them to the
sender of the registered letter.

Return receipt with covering envelope, 1865. Early example, with simple official envelope. For registered letter from Kitta-
nung (pa) to Harrisburg.



Forms with their covering envelopes

New York–Pennsylvania, 1876. Official post office stamp issued 1873. Registered letter #2 (numbering restarted every
quarter) from Clear Creek (ny) to Girard (pa).



Forms with their covering envelopes

Sullivan (PA) to New York, 1878. For registered letter #2.



Registration and return re-
ceipts for a registered letter

Return receipt & receipt forms, June 1879.
Showinghow formswere situated in post
office pad.

For a registered letter Philadelphia to
Galena (pa). Both filled out when regis-
tered letter was mailed; r r r form was
then attached to the letter, & later re-
turned under cover after being signed
by the recipient.



Registered cover with accompanying r r r form
Despite the ubiquity of r r r forms, this is the only known example of a domesticUS registered cover with its r r r form.
For most registered covers, it is probably true that the forms were sent separately (not attached) to the destination
post office.

New York to Jefferson Valley (ny), 1869. Postage of 3¢ domestic plus 15¢ registration (rate commenced January 1869). Both
cover and form refer to registration number 740. Form had been attached by glue.

The item had not been signed for on the form—usually this means non-delivery—but here there are no return-to-
sender marks. We conclude that the item was delivered but the attached form was ignored.



RRR cards introduced 1879
The thin paper forms were replaced by cards ca June–September 1879 (this applied to many other official forms as
well); these were mailed as post cards, not under cover. Forms are known used as late as 1881.

The form and card below, returned from Fargo (Dakota Territory), bracket the changeover.

Generic r r r form, September 1879. For a registered letter from Atwater (oh) to Fargo.

Generic r r r card, March 1881. Part of the same correspondence.



Early uses of r r r cards

Earliest known r r r card, 16 September 1879. For a registered letter from LeRoy (il) to Russell (ks).

New York state to Denver, 22 October 1879.

Brooklyn to La Prairie (tx), 2 January 1880. Printed card for Brooklyn. Reg. Letter is struck through, and replaced by Reg.
Parcel; use for parcels is quite a bit more difficult to find.



Registered cover returned with its r r r card (1888)
Only a few known pre-1910

Dakota Territory, Department of the Interior, returned to
sender, with card, 1888. Rated 10¢ registration (no
domestic fee required from Government offices).
No indication of r r r, as this was automatic.

Unclear whether attached or sent separately. Reg-
istration #599 as on cover.

Noted in the docketing, Address him at Woodstock,
Ontario, and on reverse:



Registered cover returned with its r r r card (1909)

Penalty cover, Rapid City–Gregory (SD), returned to sender, 1909. Rated 8¢ registration fee (no domestic fee from government
offices). Original registration number is 5344 horizontally in pencil at left.

Private handstamp: State date of delivery of letter on return mail (?)

Refers to same registration number. Card attached by staples. Necessarily unsigned.



RRR becomes optional, 1910
11 July 1910, r r r be-
came a (free) option;
r r r or equivalent (of-
ficial term: return re-
ceipt demandeduntil the
1920s; variants exist)
had to be endorsed or
stamped.

Philly–NY, 18July1910.
Earliest normal domes-
ticr r r-endorsed cover.
Rated 10¢ reg'n & 2¢
domestic. A.R.hs usu-
ally applied to inter-
national mail.
After January 1911, dated
handstamps to be on
reverse of reg'd letters.
Perfins of Southern
Railway.

Elizabeth (nj)–Bridgport (cn), 16Au-
gust 1910. Third earliest normalr r r-
endorsed cover. Rated as above. Odd
wording: RECEIPT DESIRED. Exper-
imental registration label (1907–
1910), unrecorded at Elizabeth.

Boston–Amherst,
26 August 1910.
Rated as above. Tiny
Return Receipt Demanded
hs. No backstamps.



Registration stamp (F1)
introduced
Only u s registration stamp;
issuedDecember 1911–13. Never
demonetized; could be used
only for registration fee. First
month of use example appears
in the official section.

Quintuple rate, 1915. Rated 10¢
registration and five times 2¢
per ounce domestic. Endorsed
Registered receipt asked for. Nor-
way Lake (me)–CapeElizabeth.

Ms registration marking,
Norway Lake.



F1

Special delivery, f1, 1913. Rated 10¢ registration,
10¢ special delivery, and 2¢ domestic—one stamp
per postal service. From Salt Lake City (ut) to
Berkeley (ca).

Between small towns in Ohio, 1912. From Williams-
field to Kinsman (where f1 was datestamped).



Quadruple with parcel
post stamp
Shortly after their issue, parcel post
stampswere authorized to pay any
portion of postage.

New York to Ithaca, 1913. Rated 10¢
registration, and quadruple 2¢ do-
mestic.



Quintuple with solo stamp

Beach Bluff–Chelsea (ma), 1916. Single 20¢ Franklin (perf 10, issued 1914–15) paying 10¢ registration fee and quintuple
2¢ per ounce domestic rate. Heavy card envelope. Same day service.



Rates change, 15 April 1925
Domestic r r r (formerly a free option) became 3¢, and registration increased to 15¢ from 10¢.

Second day of rate, triple, Concord to New York,
16April 1925. Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r fee, and
triple 2¢ domestic. As is often the case, stamp paying
the r r r fee is on the left.

Original date on Concord handstamps is
APR 15 1920 (which would have been first day of rate!),
corrected with 16. Xmas seals (1923).



Paid the hard way

Chicago–Washington, November 1925. Very unusual
medallion RETURN RECEIPT DEMANDED handstamp
(private?), and Return Receipt Requested / Fee Paid.

Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r, and 2¢ domestic.



Penalty mail
From offices outside dc, payment of the registration fee was compulsory, but domestic postage was free. When r r r
became chargeable in 1925, its payment was also required on official mail.

Department of the Interior, Vancouver (WA)–Centerville, returned to sender, opened, officially sealed, returned to sender, 1910. Hand-
stamped Receipt demanded. Registration fee paid by 10¢ stamp. Very unusually for small first class mail, registered
package label applied; presumably, this was done in order to correct the address. Official seal goes around the reverse.

Department of the Interior, Los Angeles local, returned to sender, 1913. Handstamped Return Receipt Requested. Registration fee
paid by registration stamp.



Postal savings system
The postal savings system (part of the post office) issued stamps & stationery (June 1910), rather than use penalty
envelopes, possibly as an accounting measure. Their use was discontinued in 1914.

Postal savings bank to postmaster, December 1911. Drop
letter mailed Watsonville (ca) to its PM. Rated 10¢
registration and 2¢ domestic. With official Postal
Savings stamps (o121 or o125, issued February or
May 1911) and stationery (uo72, 1911).



Mailed from Washington
Exempt from registration fee (in addition to do-
mestic fee) if mailed from a government office
in Washington. Payment of the r r r fee (after
1925) was still required.

Official package, DC–Youngstown (OH), 1913. Printed
RETURN RECEIPT DEMANDED



From DC

Department of Agriculture, Washington–Louisville,
1930. No r r rhs or endorsements; however, 3¢ stamp
pays for this service (a cardwould have been attached
to the envelope), as the Dept of Agriculture was ex-
empt from regular postage.

Treasury Department, Washington–Cleveland, 1926.



From DC

Covering envelope from Washington, 1928. Only the
3¢ r r r fee is chargeable, since the package is from
Washington.



From DC

Federal Trade Commission, to Philadelphia 1939.
Rated 3¢ r r r.

Price Adjustment board–Springfield (vt), August 1944.
r r r fee rose to 4¢ in March 1944.



From outside DC
Although exempt from domestic fee, federal government mail from outside DC required payment of registration and
r r r fees.

Chicago drop letter, 1936. Rated 15¢ registration
fee and 3¢ r r r.

Office of Censorship, Seattle–New Orleans, 1942. Rated
as at left.



An exception that tests the rule
Registration was free, but domestic rate, r r r, and restricted delivery should have been charged.

No postage,
SanFrancisco to ??, 1936.
Violates rules: r r r
must always be paid,
and gov't offices out-
side DC pay for reg-
istration.

Restricted delivery
(addressee only) also
requested; should be
additional 10¢ charge.

San Francisco reg'n
section datestampon
reverse—this cover
did go through themail.



Insured parcel post with RRR
Insurance on domestic parcel post was introduced 1 January 1913, and immediately r r r service was available. The r r r
fees are exactly the same as those on registered mail. Insured parcel post mail with r r r is seldom seen.

Official parcel tag, New Orleans–Industry (la), 1913. Rated 5¢ insurance (r r r was free). Stamps would have been applied
to the sender's mail tag.

Parcel tag, Mount Vernon (ny)–Alliance (oh), 1914–25. Rated 5¢ parcel post and 5¢ insurance. The stamps were issued
beginning in 1914, and these rates applied until 1925. Parcel post did not require dated postmarks.



Insured third and fourth class/parcel post with RRR
Insurance was also available on third and fourth class mail. Above eight ounces, fourth class mail was referred to as
parcel post. Low survival rates make these difficult to find.

Double third class, Hudson (ny)–Reading (pa), ca 1935. Small complete clasp envelope. Rated double third class (at 11⁄2¢ per
two ounces, in effect 1925–49), minimal insurance (under $5) 5¢ (1925–44), & r r r fee 3¢ (1925–44). Dumb killers &
no backstamps, typical of third class mail. Right stamp issued 1935.

Portion of wrapper containing 16-pound parcel, between quartermasters, 1942. Rated parcel post four zones (Detroit–New York)
at 10¢ first pound and 31⁄2¢ each additional; minimal insurance 5¢, and r r r fee 3¢, totalling 701⁄2¢, overpaid by a half
cent (sender likely could not find 1⁄2¢ Prexy). Weight marked 16 #.



Insured

Probably third class, Hudson to Canajoharie (NY), post-April 1925. Complete clasp envelope. Rated 10¢ insurance up to
$50), 3¢ r r r fee, and triple 11⁄2¢ third class per two ounces (this is the only rate combination that fits).

Printed matter (third class), Boston to somewhere else in Massachusetts, 1943. Despite the datestamp, this contained printed
matter (unsealed), and was eligible for the third class rate. Rated 5¢ (minimum) insurance (up to $5), 3¢ r r r fee, and
11⁄2¢ third class (up to two ounces).



Insured book with RRR

Local third class (printedmatter), Seattle, 1945.
Rated 4¢ r r r fee, minimum 3¢ insur-
ance (covers up to $5), and single rate
third class 11⁄2¢ (less than two ounces).



Insured parcel post with RRR
This is a double card, intended to be attached to a parcel, and then attached to a returning parcel. Only the outgoing
parcel was sent with r r r.

Parcel post, Detroit–North Chicago, 23 June 1949. Zone 3 (150–300miles). r r r fee, 3¢ (from 1 January 1949). Without
additional information, it is impossible to decide between the following possibilities to make up the remaining 77¢:

(a) 20¢ insurance (covering up to $50), and 16 lb (or part thereof), at 13¢ for the first pound, 3¢ per additional pound up
to ten pounds (thus 9 × 3¢), and 2.8¢ per pound over ten;

(b) 15¢ insurance (covering up to $25), and 18 lb.

Return trip, 29 June 1949. No r r r fee, and presumably the same parcel returned, perhaps modified, but still within the
same weight class, 77¢.



RRR cards for insured mail
Normal (red) r r r cards could also be used for this purpose.

With receipt attached, for parcel delivered within Rochester, 1915.



Restricted delivery
The sender may restrict delivery of a registered letter to the addressee (or his agent); possible endorsements include
personal delivery, addressee only, personal receipt required, and others. The earliest reference in a postal guide appears in 1892,
and there are no mentions in earlier pl& r; the 1884 cover is one of two in that year, by far the earliest known.

Restricted delivery required return receipt as a prerequisite, butwas otherwise free until 9 July 1934, when it required
an additional 10¢, increasing to 20¢ on 26 March 1944.

Form announcing registered letter, 1888. Registered letters were to be given only to the addressee or their agents (and the
latter if there were a written order to that effect). This refers to the 1879 pl& r, which seems to suggest that a restricted
delivery endorsement is unnecessary. However, the cover below is dated 1884.

Deliver personally, 1884. One of two pre-1900 examples (both from Vineland (n j) in 1884). Rated 10¢ registration and
double 2¢ domestic (per half-ounce, 1883–1885). Pencil ms Opened by Nora Walsh (at the wrong address) and returned
unclaimed.



Early restricted delivery

Personal delivery only to →, 1900. Second earliest restricted delivery cover. Rated 8¢ registration and 2¢ domestic.
Returned unclaimed. Contains insurance cancellation notification.

Personal receipt required, 1905. Earliest known handstamp indicating restricted delivery. Includes reference to pl & r.
Rated as above. Originally drop letter within Boston, forwarded to Roxbury, and returned unclaimed.



Restricted delivery with card

Official, returned to sender, card still attached, 1915. Both
card and cover refer to reg'n number 4712. Mail from
government offices outside DC required only prepay-
ment of 10¢ registration fee.

Drop letter from US Land Office in Glasgow, Mon-
tana, returned unclaimed. Enclosed letter is notice of
rejection of a homesteading application.

At lower left, handstamps read:
Deliver only to addressee or order
Receipt demanded.

r r r card, originally attached by staples.



Restricted delivery

Received in damaged condition, Palmdale (CA) to Reading
(PA), 1916. Rated 10¢ registration and double 2¢ do-
mestic rate.

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
Deliver to Addressee only
Received in bad condition at

Reading, Pa.



Restricted delivery, penalty covers
Standard and nonstandard restricted delivery handstamps, Department of the Interior.

Bismarck–GoldenValley (nd), 1915. Rated 10¢ reg-
istration fee. Returned to sender.

Los Angeles drop letter, 1926. Rated 15¢ registration
fee and 3¢ r r r.



More restricted delivery

Boston–Santa Cruz, 8 August 1910. Second earliest normal use r r r cover, and second earliest recorded restricted de-
livery handstamp. On reverse, Personal signature required. Rated 10¢ registration and 2¢ domestic. Boston experimental
registration label, and faint Santa Cruz clock receiver.

Los Angeles–Cincinnati, 1920. Handstamp Deliver to addressee only, indicating restricted delivery. Apparently double 2¢
domestic rate plus registration (10¢), overpaid by 1¢. Official seal (ox15, issued 1917) on reverse (untied).



Restricted delivery

Forwarded twice, ret'd to sender, 1933.
Rated 15¢ reg'n fee, 3¢ r r r, & 3¢ domestic [increased from 2¢ in 1932] (one stamp per service).

From Philadelphia to Winchester (va) to Sheepscott (me), and returned.

Winona mn–Oakland,May 1934.
Rated as above.



Restricted delivery charged
9 July 1934, 10¢ fee for restricted delivery began.

Philadelphia–Marietta (pa), 1936. Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r, 10¢ restricted delivery, & 3¢ domestic.

Special delivery, airmail, Danbury (CT)–Lewiston, forwarded to Livermore Falls (ME), and returned to sender, 1938. Rated 15¢
registration, 3¢ r r r, 10¢ restricted delivery, 6¢ airmail, and 10¢ special delivery. Interesting italic handstamp,

Deliver to Addressee
in Person



Restricted delivery

Meter, January 1944. Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r, 10¢ restricted delivery, & 3¢ domestic.

Meters are not commonly seen on r r r covers.

From San Francisco to Bakersfield (ca).

Misrated, 16 March 1944. r r r is a prerequisite for restricted delivery; clerk omitted 3¢ r r r fee, and there is no indi-
cation of r r r.



Restricted delivery refused
Restricted delivery required the signature of the addressee (not of an agent or employee); if the latter did not wish to
sign, the letter was returned to sender. The few examples known were sent to famous people.

ToHenryFord, 1930. Purple handstampRefusedon accountof personal/delivery restriction. Rated 15¢ registration,
3¢ r r r fee, and 3¢ domestic.

To Wendell Willkie, July 1940. Ms Refused acct. restricted delivery. Willkie had been nominated as Republican presidential
candidate in late June.

Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r, 10¢ restricted delivery, 10¢ special delivery, and 3¢ domestic.



Weird restricted delivery

Insured (book) parcel, addressee only, 1916. Chicago to Raymond (oh). Special small (complete) tag for mailing books. r r r
had been possible on insured mail since 1913, but this is the discovery example showing that restricted delivery was also
so available.

Two handstamps meaning the same thing, 1930.
Deliver to addressee only.

Personal Receipt Demanded.

}
are equivalent.

Clerk likely intended to use hs Return receipt demanded, instead of the second one.

Rated 15¢ reg'n fee, 3¢ r r r, and 2¢ domestic. From Collegeville (pa) to New Brunswick (nj).



Restricted delivery on incoming mail
I have not found a reference indicating that restricted delivery could be applied to letters from foreign countries, but
here is an example where there is a us handstamp confirming that the requested service applied.

There are several known (and probably many) covers from Hungary to the us in this period with the us-style Return
receipt requested endorsements, and sometimes addressee only, but I did not believe the latter could be applied.

At this time, restricted delivery was charged 10¢, whereas the Hungarian postage covered ordinary ar only.

Rimaszombat (Hungary) to Racine (WI), 1941. Ms Deliver to Adresse only/Registered Return Receipt Requested. In the us, the
handstamp Deliver to addressee only. was applied (this is definitely a us handstamp).

Rated .50Pengo for each of registration and ar, and .40P upu letter rate.



Showing address where delivered
This is another (and very expensive) service elaborating r r r (which was a prerequisite). Fee 20¢ (plus r r r fee) from
18 March 1931. Often with restricted delivery.

Newark–Long Island, 1931. Rated 15¢ reg'n, 3¢ r r r, 20¢ showing address, & 2¢ domestic. Returned to sender.

Los Angeles, forwarded to Las Vegas, with restricted delivery, May 1943. Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r fee, 20¢ showing
address, 3¢ domestic, and 10¢ restricted delivery. Returned to sender.



Showing address & restricted delivery combined

Belmont (ma) drop letter, insufficiently charged, 1947. Rated 20¢ registration, 4¢ r r r fee, 27¢ showing address (effective
March 1931), and 3¢ domestic. Not charged for either restricted delivery (20¢) or special delivery (13¢).

West Virginia to Pennsylvania, forwarded, returned, 1953. Rated (most rates effective 1 January 1952) 30¢ registration, 7¢
r r r fee, 24¢ showing address, and 3¢ domestic, and 20¢ restricted delivery (from April 1952).



RRR card attached by paper clip
There is fairly strong evidence that ar/r r r cards were often attached by paper clip (in this case, very tightly); staples
were often used, as well; however, it is sometimes to difficult to tell if these were used after return of the registered
letter, by the sender.

Westmount (nj)–Camden (ny) with showing address and restricted delivery; returned to sender, 1937. Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢
r r r fee, 20¢ showing address (effective March 1931), 10¢ restricted delivery, and 3¢ domestic. Original paper clip has
been moved, leaving the usual rust stain.

Rust stain barely noticeable at upper left.



Early airmail & RRR
First airmail rate period in which registration was permit-
ted, double rate, March 1925.
Rated 10¢ reg'n (rate changes occurred nextmonth)
plus double 8¢ per ounce single zone airmail (in ef-
fect 1 July 1924). Flown San Francisco to Cheyenne.
Postmarked 5March atOakland and 8March at Ther-
mopolis (wy).

Second airmail rate period, mistakenly sent by rail,Novem-
ber 1925. Rated 15¢ reg'n, 3¢ r r r (effective April
1925), 10¢ overnight single New York–Chicago air-
mail, and 16¢ two zones airmail Chicago–San Fran-
cisco at 8¢ per zone.

MISSENT by New York & Pitts. rpo. Reached
Long Beach four days after leaving Jersey City.



Third airmail rate period
26 January 1926–31 January 1927

Double contract air mail (cam) & extra indemnity, July 1926. Los Angeles–Oklahoma City. Rated 20¢ reg'n with extra
indemnity (insured up to $50, began April 1923, and rare before 1928; only indemnity level available), 3¢ r r r fee, 20¢
for two cam flights (Los Angeles–Salt Lake City & Chicago–Oklahoma City), & 5¢ for the government route (Salt Lake
City–Chicago). Returned to sender.

Los Angeles to New York, January 1927. Rated as above (two cam, one government), except ordinary (15¢) registration.
Three days travel time.



More third rate airmail covers

Three zones, San Diego to Cleveland, February 1926.
Rated 10¢ special delivery, 15¢ reg'n, 3¢ r r r, & gov't
rate at 8¢ per ounce per zone: San Francisco–Cheyenne,
Cheyenne–Chicago, and Chicago–New York (Cleve-
land is in the last leg).

The 24¢ stampwas issued for exactly this purpose.
Three days travel time.

Two-lineRETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED/Avis De Réception
handstamp designed for both domestic & interna-
tional use.

Two zones, San Francisco–Milwaukee, July 1926. Rated
as above, without the last flight.



Fourth and fifth airmail rate periods
1 February 1927–30 July 1928 and 1 August 1928–5 July 1932.

Double rate, Los Angeles–Boise, December 1927. Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r, & 10¢ per half ounce (any route) by air.

San Francisco–New York, September 1930. Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r fee, & 5¢ for first ounce by air.



Night air mail, New York–Cleveland, September 1928.
Overnight carriage. Rated 15¢ reg'n, 3¢ r r r, and
5¢ first ounce, overpaid 2¢.

Double rate, California–DC, 1930. Rated 15¢ reg'n, 3¢ r r r,
5¢ first ounce, & 10¢ second ounce airmail. Commercial
cover to pmg.



Sixth airmail rate period
First ounce 8¢ (additional at 13¢) in effect 6 July 1932–30 June 1934.

With extra indemnity, September 1933. Rated 20¢ reg-
istration with indemnity to $50 (from 1 July 1932),
3¢ r r r, and 8¢ airmail, single rate. Each service paid
completely by single stamp. From DC to LA.

Cleveland to California, September 1933. Rated 15¢ reg'n,
3¢ r r r, and 8¢ airmail, single. ↓↓



Seventh airmail rate period
6¢ per ounce, in effect 1 July 1934–25 March 1944

Third day of rate period, 3 July 1934. Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r fee, 6¢ airmail, single.

Newark to New York(!), 1935. Rated as above. Unusual handwritten RRRR. Tuberculosis seal on reverse.



Clipper service with Hawaii
Between mainland and Hawaii per half ounce, 25¢ (from 29 October 1935), and 20¢ (21 April 1937–14 January 1945).

Double rate, 1936. Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r, and double 25¢ per half ounce clipper rate.

Printed air mail advice.

Honolulu–Frisco, 1942. Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r, and single 20¢ clipper rate.



Quintuple rate, Honolulu–California, 1942. Rated 15¢
registration, 3¢ r r r, and five half ounces at 20¢
each. (No combinationof extra indemnity and fewer
multiples will make up the rate.) Censor tape at left
(domestic mail from port cities could be censored).

California–Hawaii, May 1944. Rated 20¢ registra-
tion, 4¢ r r r (these two rates had increased inMarch),
and 20¢ single clipper rate.

r r r handstamped before stamps applied.
Censored as above. Returned to sender. ↓↓



Indemnity
From 1923, (extra) indem-
nity (on reg'd mail) up to
$100 (20¢; rare); 1928, ten
levels to $1000; 1932, un-
limited.

Early indemnity,
1924. Rated 2¢ domestic
& 20¢ reg'n with extra in-
demnity.

Triple& extra indem-
nity, 1931.
Rated 30¢ reg'n,
extra indemnity (to
$200), 3¢ r r r fee,
& triple 2¢ domes-
tic. New York to
Worcester.

Robinhood–Woolwich
(me), 1934. Rated
(as of 1 July 1932)
25¢ reg'nwith in-
demnity up to $75,
3¢ r r r, & 3¢ do-
mestic. (No other
rate combination
fits postage exactly.)



Extra indemnity with RRR

Seagraves (TX)–Phoenix, September 1945. The only remotely plausible rate combination that comes close: 4¢ r r r,
quadruple 3¢ per ounce domestic, and 80¢ registration with indemnity up to $400 (from March 1944), underpaid 1¢.



What's the rate?

Large with extra indemnity, 1933.
Rated 3¢ r r r; three possible rate com-
binations, in order of likelihood:

• 9 ounces by surface at 3¢ per ounce
plus reg'nwith indemnityup to $300
(50¢);

• 4 ounces by air at 8¢ for first & 13¢
for each add'l ounce, and reg'n with
indemnity to $100 (30¢);

• 19 ounces by surface and reg'n
with indemnity to $50 (20¢).

Notmarked airmail (althoughbaby Zep
is used); 19 ounces is excessive even
for an envelope this size.



What's the rate, II?

San Juan (Puerto Rico) to Washington, airmail, with ex-
tra indemnity, 1941. Rated $1.38, made up from 3¢
r r r, airmail from pr at 10¢ per half ounce (1929–
1945), and registration with indemnity; two plau-
sible rate combinations:

• 2 ounces (quadruple air) plus reg'n with indem-
nity up to $1000 (95¢);

• 21⁄2 ounces (quintuple air) and reg'n with indem-
nity to $700 (85¢).

3¢ Prexies folded over.



What's the rate, III?

San Antonio–Austin, March 1942.
Rated 3¢ r r r, 10¢ special delivery; airmail is 6¢ per
ounce. Three possible rate combinations, in order
of likelihood:

• one ounce and reg'n with indemnity up to $1000
($1);

• 6 ounces and reg'n with indemnity to $500 (70¢);

• 11 ounces and reg'n with indemnity to $100 (40¢).

Envelope does not appear stressed enough to have
contained 6 ounces.

Less than four months after Pearl Harbor.



Supplemental indemnity
with RRR
Until 1 July 1932, the maximum indemnity on regis-
tered itemswas $1000. After this date, it was unlim-
ited. Rates depended on the amount of indemnity,
the weight, and the distance.

Early supplemental indemnity, 27 July 1932.
Rated total postage$39.21 (33 fourth bureau $1 stamps
on the front, 6 more on reverse, and a 20¢ and a 1¢
stamp, also on reverse). Domestic postagewas 3¢ per
ounce (effective 6 July 1932); r r r fee was a mere 3¢.

Registration with indemnity up to $1000 was $1
and for 600–1400miles (NewYork–St Louis), the fee
for each additional $1000 (or part thereof) in in-
demnity was 12¢. No combination of weight and in-
demnity rates will give the postage exactly (cast out
threes).

Thus a clerical error was made, and we can only
guess that the indemnitywas somewhere in the range
$300,000–350,000.



Money bag tags
Tags on bags of money sent between financial institutions; registered first class, and usually with r r r. Until supple-
mental indemnity became available (1932), insurance was pointless—except on bags of cash returned to the Treasury
(next page).

Muskogee–Kansas City, 1921. Rated 10¢ registration, no charge for r r r, and 148 ounces at 2¢ per ounce domestic. May
have contained $25,000.

Rockford (il)–New York, with supplementary indemnity, 1935. Rated $34.50; five zones: registration with indemnity up to
$1000, $1, and 12¢ per additional$1000; miscalculation or slight overpayment? Perhaps $200,000 and over 300 ounces.

Unusual lozenge-shaped
registered handstamp (ap-
plied by the addressee?)



Insured mail treated as registered; with r r r
For returning parcels of cash to the Treasury (parcel post/fourth class). pod order not yet found, predating codification
in 1924 pl & r. Charged as insured mail; as either insured or registered mail, it was eligible for r r r. One of the few
exceptions to the 1914 rule that fourth class material could not be registered. Purple handstamp (top) and printed
(bottom)

By direction of the Post Office Depart-
ment these articles are to be handled
and accorded the same treatment as
registered mail

By direction of the Post Office Department
these articles are to be handled and accorded
the same treatment as Registered Mail.

Omaha–Kansas City, August 1920. Charged as insured, but treated as registered.

Rated 38¢; zone three (150–300mi) parcel post at 6¢ for the first pound and 2¢ for each additional; indemnity could
be any of 3¢, 5¢, 10¢, or 25¢ (depending on amount). The only rating that fits the postage exactly is 12 pounds (28¢)
and up to $50 indemnity (10¢); r r r was still free until 1925.

Philadelphia–New York, May 1923.

Rated 40¢; zone two (51–100mi) parcel post at 5¢ for the first pound and 1¢ for each additional; indemnity could
only be as above. There are four possible combinations, simply depending on the amount of indemnity (insurance),
and there is no way to decide which applied here, because the marginal rate was 1¢ per pound. Stamps are perfins.



Postage due & RRR
r r r covers can be assessed postage due under some circumstances:

• letters intended to be registered (with r r r) dropped in the mail box with insufficient postage (although the rule was
to return these to sender—this seems not to have been enforced);

• clerical error resulting in missing payment for a service;

• extra postage charged as a result of forwarding to a destination requiring more postage (for example, during the
period when drop and domestic rates differed).

Single deficiency was charged on registered postage due letters.

Dropped in the mail but marked registered, etc, 1941. Sender had endorsed it registered mail/return receipt/showing where delivered,
and post office obliged by charging for these services, 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r, and 20¢ showing address, plus 1¢ to
top up the 2¢ to pay the domestic rate.

The letter had been officially sealed, which probably led to its being removed from ordinary mail.



Missing rate, likely clerical error

Missing restricted delivery, 1935. Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r, and 3¢ domestic, paid for; accepting clerk missed request
for personal receipt (restricted delivery) at extreme left; this was noted later and the fee (10¢) charged.

Missing restricted delivery or special delivery, 1939. Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r, 6¢ air mail, and 10¢ for each of restricted
delivery (addressee only) and special delivery, only one of which was paid for, and charged 10¢ for the other one.



More postage due RRR

Missing special delivery fee, 1928. Rated 15¢ registration,
3¢ r r r, 10¢ air mail (stamp), and charged 10¢ for un-
paid special delivery.

Wrong rate period,August 1926. Rate changes April 1925,
sender still using old rates–-10¢ registration, no charge
for r r r—and due the difference, 5¢+3¢. Dropped in
mail box (Found in ordinary mail).↓



Still more postage due RRR

Due as a result of forwarding, 1933. Domestic covers which were sent as drop letters (2¢ in 1933) which were forwarded
outside the local delivery area (but still within the US) were charged the difference between domestic and drop letter
rates, 1¢ (in 1933).

Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r, 20¢ showing address, and 2¢ drop letter. Forwarded from St Louis to Pennsylvania.

Explain this, 1942. Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r, and 3¢ domestic, but short paid by 2¢, despite having been accepted
by the clerk (r r r handstamp at left). Postage due stamps applied on reverse.



More postage due RRR

Dropped in the mailbox, 1948. Originally paid 3¢ domestic rate via meter; receiving clerk in Plakinton (sd) noted type-
script REGISTERED MAIL/Return receipt requested, and charged single deficiency, 20¢ registration and 4¢ r r r fee. Single
deficiency on registered matter, although it could have been returned to sender.



Forwarding to
foreign destinations
According to US postal rules, fully prepaid domestic
registered letters which were forwarded outside the
country were not charged postage due (even though
the international rates, e.g., postage, registration, r r r
or ar fee usually exceeded the corresponding domes-
tic ones).

California–California, forwarded to Ireland, then to
Germany, & returned, 1924. Rated 10¢ reg'n (no charge
for r r r) and 2¢ domestic rate, no postage due. For-
warded to theEleanor at Cork, then toHamburg, where
numerous endorsements were applied. Finally, offi-
cially resealed and returned to sender.



Extra postage added or charged for international forwarding

Hollywood–New York, postage added, forwarded to Copenhagen, & returned 1933. Rated (domestic) originally 15¢ reg'n, 3¢
r r r, 8¢ air mail. 7¢ stamp added in New York, apparently to pay 5¢ upu rate to Denmark (surface) and difference
between international ar (5¢) and domestic r r r fees (3¢). Who paid the 7¢?

Bilingual Ubekendt/inconnu (unknown) etiquette on reverse, applied in Denmark.

Massachussetts restricted delivery, forwarded to Buenos Aires, and improperly charged postage due, February 1934. Rated (domestic)
originally 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r (although not marked, it is implied by the restricted delivery handstamp, since the
former required r r r), 3¢ domestic; no charge for restricted delivery until July. Charged 2¢, the difference between
international ar and domestic r r r (as above). There was no difference in postage between domestic rate and the
preferred rate to Argentina at the time. No evidence of collection of the amount apparently due.

On forwarding outside the country, restricted delivery became inapplicable.



Forwarded internationally, and returned to sender

Chicago–San Antonio, forwarded to Monterey (Mexico), & returned, 1936. Rated 15¢ reg'n, 3¢ r r r, and 3¢ domestic.



Improperly not forwarded to Canada

Although neither restricted delivery nor showing
address would apply in Canada, this cover should
have been forwarded as an ar cover, with no addi-
tional charges.

Cannot be fwded to Canada, 1949. Mailed from Boston
to New Hampshire, then to have been forwarded to
New Brunswick, but detoured back to sender at Ban-
gor (me).

Rated (domestic; effective 1 January 1949) 25¢ reg-
istration, 4¢ r r r, 27¢ showing address, 20¢ restricted
delivery, and triple 3¢ domestic (totalling 85¢).



AR/RRR mail re-
turned for fraud-
ulent activities
Mail to known fraudsters
ret'd to sender: one do-
mestic, one in Canada, and
one in Ireland. Handstamps
(all applied at New York)
are of different sizes.
fraudulent.
Mail to this address returned
by order of Postmaster-General

LA–NY, 1925. Rated 10¢
registration, 2¢ domestic,
no r r r fee.

NewYork state–Canada, 1936. Rated
15¢ registration, 5¢ ar, and 3¢
to Canada. Intercepted at New
York city.

Maine–Ireland, 1937.
Rated 15¢ registra-
tion, 5¢ ar, & 5¢
upu rate to Ireland.
Also intercepted at
New York city.



Domestic wreck RRR cover
Only known example of this combination for the us. Recovered from wreck of Seattle–Pasco cam flight (32). On 22 January
1931, struck a cliff at Baldy Mountain, near Washougal (wa), and the plane was not found until 29th. All 250lb of mail,
water- & oil-soaked, were recovered, but pilot died. Mail was forwarded from Portland (or) on the 30th.

Air wreck, 1931. Quasiphilatelic. Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r, 5¢ airmail, leaving 2¢ overpayment with a 2¢ stamp;
it is possible that an 8¢ stamp came off in the wreck (space to the left of the 10¢ stamp) and the letter was double rate
(second ounce airmail was 10¢).

At left is Return receipt requested/Fee paid. There are two different handstamps reading Delayed by plane crash near
Washougal Wn. 1–22–31 (large and small type, two and three lines).



Domestic inquiry form concerning a registered letter
This may be regarded as an extremely late type of ar (r r r) service. Only known example of domestic u s inquiry form prior
to 1931.

Inquiry, San Francisco, 1903. No fee for this service until 1931.

Clerk's reply (spelling errors and all) on reverse:

Mrs EL Bohns was Notifide Twise that Registered Pack-
age No71708.p. No 51940 was here. But did not call for it
untill to Day.



Inquiry & after-the-fact RRR
In the US, after-the-fact r r r and inquiry are practically interchangeable (the fees were the same); the former refers
to sending an r r r card after the registered (or insured) item was mail, and the latter concerns the fate of the item.
The fee was 5¢ (in contrast to the usual r r r fee of 3¢) 1931–44. Both are extremely difficult to find. Two after-the-fact
domestic examples are known in the Prexy period.

Inquiry, 1935. For a registered letter sent from New York to Pennsylvania. Not signed or processed at destination
office, but handstamped Return Receipt Requested/Fee Paid, supporting the contention that inquiry and after-the-fact were
regarded as (almost) the same.

After-the-fact, 1935. r r r card for Sacramento drop registered letter. The ms date in cancel on front refers to the date
of delivery of the registered item; on reverse is the ms notation card signed 8-8-35 (8 August 1935). There is no way to
determine the actual date this card was sent (other than after 8 August).



Return of RRR card by air
Possible beginning in 1938, provided the sender paid the domestic airmail fee for the card (in addition to all other fees).
Postage was applied to the r r r card. Very few 1940s examples are known, and this is probably the earliest.

St Paul (mn)–Fairbanks, 1943. Ordinary r r r card franked with 6¢ stamp, paying the domestic air rate. Signed in red
crayon (not visible in scan) on reverse.



Pretty RRR covers
Illustrated covers have no postal history significance per se, but are nice to look at.

New York drop letter, 1916. Rated 10¢ registration and 2¢ drop or domestic letter rate. Same day delivery.

Dallas–Pennsylvania, December 1925. Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r fee, and 2¢ domestic letter rate. (One stamp per
service.)



Boston–Clinton (ma), 1931. Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r fee, and 2¢ domestic letter rate.

Restricted delivery, 1940. Rated 15¢ registration, 3¢ r r r fee, 10¢ restricted delivery (signed by addressee only), and 3¢
domestic letter rate.

Manuscript day and month in cds on reverse; same pen and handwriting as addressee only endorsement on front.



One stamp per service
When each service is paid exactly by one stamp (that is, one stamp pays the registration fee, another pays airmail, etc),
we refer to it as one stamp per service. Ideally, if special purpose stamps (for airmail or special delivery, for example) exist,
they should be used to pay for the corresponding service. Four services on a cover with one stamp per service is very
difficult to find.

Tacoma–Beverly Hills, 1930. Registration (15¢), r r r (3¢), airmail (5¢), and special delivery (10¢). The use of stationery
(albeit airmail stationery) makes this not entirely satisfactory.

Sunflower (ms)–Millington (tn), 1931. Rated as above.



One stamp per service

Arkansas–Hartford, December 1925. Registration (15¢), r r r (3¢), domestic (2¢), and special delivery (10¢). There is no
mention of special delivery on the cover, although an sd stamp is used.

Mount Oliver (pa)–Denver, 1928. Differing from the preceding only in an airmail stamp.



One stamp per service

Newark–Long Island, 1931. Rated 15¢ reg'n, 3¢
r r r, 20¢ showing address, & 2¢ domestic. Re-
turned to sender, including interesting

No later address known to the
Post Office


	ar0USdomexhbitpt1of2
	ar0USdomexhbitpt2of2

