China AR

AR service to and from China and neighbours

Introduction

This is not really an exhibit, more a long article in the form of an exhibit. I did it mainly to organize
my Chinese AR material. I found a number of things I couldn’t explain, or didn’t have the knowledge to
figure out. This is particularly so in the domestic section, where there need not be any roman text at all.
[T have no knowledge of Chinese, so I have to make inferences from the rates—all the more difficult, since
dates are particularly hard to decipher.]

The reader might note a few editorial comments, which would not be appropriate either for an exhibit
nor for an article. I tend to agree with Mark Twain, who admired the Boxers (despite their religious
tendencies) and despised the missionaries.

If there are comments, suggestions, corrections, or added information, I would be pleased to hear
about them (e-mail address below).

I am also interested in buying or trading for material that would fit in.

This was prepared in the typesetting language TgX (but not straitjacket LaTgX). The font family is
1rc Elysium.

David Handelman, Ottawa, March—June 2012
rochelle2@sympatico.ca



China AR

Synopsis

AR refers to the UPU term, avis de réception, also known as acknowledgment of receipt, return receipt,
Riickschein, and particularly in China double registered (a direct translation of the characters representing
AR. When a registered (less often, an insured) piece of mail was delivered to the recipient, AR service
provided that the addressee sign a form or card (AR form, AR card) which was mailed back to sender,
providing evidence that the item was delivered.

This is not an exhibit in the usual sense, but merely an organized accumulation of AR material con-
cerning China. I have not been able to find any Chinese AR forms, nor any AR covering envelopes (at least
one of each of these is illustrated on the internet, so they do exist), and what is here is almost entirely Ar
covers. While the use of AR in China is not uncommon, prices have skyrocketed in the past decade, so I
don't anticipate getting much new material.

The AR covers are mostly organized by international service (Empire, then Republic of China, then
Hong Kong, Taiwan, etc), then domestic service. I am hampered, particularly for domestic service, by my
ignorance of Chinese.

There are four levels of headings (excluding the exhibit title)

Title

Subtitle
Subsubtitle

Subsubsubtitle (in-line) Practically all pages have a subsubtitle, and all descriptions of covers have a sub-
subsubtitle.

Research & References The standard English language source for Chinese rates is Sieh and Blackburn.
I am told there are some errors there, which have been corrected in Chinese language rates books. The
rates for the one Manchukuo AR cover are from Simon Watt's Manchukuo stamps website,
http://manchukuostamps.com/1937.htm

Other rates are from UPU mail, annual tables of exchange rates & of postage rates to the US, 1881—-1953 (Pos-
tillon), supplemented by Wawrukiewicz & Beecher, US international postal rates, 1872—1996.



Handstamps indicating AR service

Based on this exhibit. Not included are manscript, typescript, or those of foreign offices
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China AR

AR service in China and neighbours

AR, or as it is commonly known in China, double registration, is a service wherein a (usually registered)
letter, upon delivery, is signed for on a card (known as an AR card) or form (AR form), which is
returned to sender. This provides evidence of delivery. For China proper, AR service began in
1897, well before it joined the uru. (For Hong Kong and Macau, the service had already been in
place by that time.)

It goes under many names; the official UPU term is avis de réception, hence AR, which is how it
is referred to here; other terms include return receipt (US), advice of delivery (UK), acknowledgment of
receipt, Retour Recepisse (Austria), Riickschein (Germany), . .. .

This pseudo-exhibit deals almost entirely with AR covers (that is, registered envelopes sent with
AR) of China, mostly international. They are arranged first internationally from China proper, then
from the various entities associated to China (such as Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan, Manchukuo).
Then we show an incoming AR form, a few AR cards both to and from China, and finally domestic
AR covers. The period covered is 1898—-1956.

Chinese rates, particularly during periods of inflation are complicated, and I can't guarantee
that the rates are correctly given. I tried to represent as many rate periods as possible.

Contents

An asterisk (*) means worth a detour. Included are many more covers, addressed to the US, which
essentially represent rate periods.

Pre-UPU To France via Hong Kong (1898)*, to Belgium via French steamer (1902)*

UPU period (1914—1937) To Scotland with TPO (1916)*, to New Zealand & Germany (1920), to UK
with notation, missing form (1922)*, multiple to Denmark (1926), printed matter to France (ca 1925),
multiple to Sweden (1930), to Germany (1930), to Hungary (1937)

UPU period (1938—) Unidectuple clipper (1938)* clipper (1941), air to Canada (1943, 1946), express
to Canada & Australia (1946), air to Australia (1946, two rate periods), air to US (1946, four rate
periods), air to US (1947, two rate periods), air to Canada (1947), air to Singapore sent by surface
with $1000 000 in postage (1948), air to US (1948), air to Canada with overprinted fiscals (1949)*
Manchuria To Japan (1928), Manchukuo to General Government (1941)*

Hong Kong To UK (1907)* to US (1926), to Macau (1926), to US & UK (1947 & 1956).

Taiwan Air to US (1954—1955, two rate periods), air to Germany (1955)

Macau To US (1940), to Hong Kong (1954)

Foreign devils’ offices Japan (Peking & Tientsin) to US (1917 & 1916), Russia (Chefoo) to New
Zealand (1920), quintuple US (Shanghai) to UK with air form missing (1920)*, France (Tientsin) &
Germany (Tsingtau) (1908 & 1909)

AR form From US PPIE (1915)

AR covering envelope Kwang-Tchéo-Wan (French territory) to US (1939)*

ArRcards Used domestically (1925), Czechoslovakia returned from Harbin (1926), returned from
Australia & US (1946 & 1948), Japan returned from occupied territory (1943), Japan Darien subse-
quent returned from Denmark (1937)* Macau returned from Tokyo (1942—45)

Domestic Peking (1902)* ?? (1906), Manchuria (1925), Miaochen (1935), to Wei-Hai-Wei (1938),
local to French gunboat in Shanghai harbour (1940)*, Hankow to Chengtu by air (1946), Tientsin
drop with many slips (1946), Shanghai drop (1947), double airmail (1948), Taiwan (1950).



Pre-UPU AR

Although China did not join the upU until 1914, from ca 1897, it mostly abided by upru rules, in partic-
ular offering registration and AR service on international mail. Until mid-1942, both domestically and
internationally, for China, the AR fee equalled the registration fee, justifying the term double registered.

International AR (began January 1897)

Malil to be sent on UK ships was franked with Chinese postage, then its equivalent in Hong Kong postage
was applied on arrival at HK. Double franking for mail through HK ceased February 1905.

w

Peking to Paris via Hong Kong, January 1898. The doubled R (for double registered) indicates this was mailed
with AR service intended.

Rated 10¢ of a silver dollar for each of first weight UPU, registration, and AR fees (in effect 1897-1922).
At Kowloon, equivalent Hong Kong postage (30¢), valid for international mail, applied.

Peking dollar chop, Kowloon and HK daters, French TpPOs.



Via French steamer

Double franking on international mail from China via French steamer was in effect only January 1897—
January 1902. This AR cover was mailed some months after this ceased, with the signing of a France-China
mail treaty.

Hankow to Brussels via Marseille, double rate, November 1902. Ms Return Receipt is US term for AR. From the
Chinese Imperial Train Company. Rated 40¢ of a silver dollar, double 10¢ per half ounce urv plus 10¢
for each of AR and registration.




UPU period

China joined the Universal Postal Union (UPU) in 1914.

China—Scotland (1916)

Chinkiang to Edinburgh via Siberia, 1916. Ms Registered &> AR, and RR handstamp enclosing registration
number. Rated 10¢ for each of UPU, registration, and AR fees.

Via Chinese TPO, Bureau Ambulant No 1, Peking—Mukden, from the British Municipal Council in Chinkiang,
through London. At extreme left are remnants of yellow Chinese AR form.



To New Zealand and US
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Canton office to Wellington, 1920. Crude A R handstamp. Rated 10¢ for each of UPU, registration, and AR
fees. Indian datestamp (lower right, reverse) is dated (19)20.
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Peking to Portland (OR), double, 1920. Small boxed AR. Rated 36¢, made up from second weight (10¢ first
weight plus 6¢ each additional; this multiple rate scheme in effect 1907—1922) UPy, plus 10¢ for each of
registration and AR.
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To Germany, forwarded (1920 & 1921)
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Tientsin to Berlin, forwarded therein, 1920. Small nonserif unboxed AR. Rated 10¢ for each of UPU, registration,
and AR fees. From Tientsin suboffice #13 via Shanghai and London, to Berlin, and one day within Berlin.
Remant of yellow AR form on reverse.
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Canton to Gumbinnen, forwarded to Gotha, 1921. Crude AR and ms Riickschein. Rated as above.



To UK, missing AR form (1922)

Note by London clerk that the AR form that should have been attached was missing. This would have
caused a replacement or duplicate AR form to have been prepared in London.
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Multiple, to Denmark (1926)
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To US (1924 & 1925)
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Jukao to -C}-licago, 1924. With US-style Return Receipt demanded. Jukao is a tiny village in Zhejiang, 109 km
from Shanghai. From busybody missionaries, spreading their stupidstitions. Rated 10¢ for each of Upy,
registration, and AR fees.
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Shanghai to Boston, 1925. Ms R/R and boxed RR. Rated as above. Boston receiver has date inverted.
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Printed matter to France

Quadruple rate printed matter, ca 1925. Boxed nonserif AR. Part of a large parcel. Rated quadruple interna-
tional printed matter rate at 2¢ per 50g (in effect 1910-1930) and 10¢ for each of registration and AR
(eftective to January 1929).

The addressee, Commandant Julien Lignier (1872—1932), was a prominent mycologist who meticu-
lously illustrated and published his findings.



Quadruple to Sweden (1930)

Quadruple, Shanghai to Stockholm, for-
warded, December 1930. Obliqued
nonserif AR and ms double registered.
Rated 72¢ (including 4 x 1¢ sur-
charge): UPUy, 15¢ for the first 20g
and 9¢ for each additional weight
(multiple rate in effect 1 July 1930—
31 January 1931); registration and
AR 15¢ each (1 February 1929—31 Jan-

uary 1931).
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To US (1925, 1928)

7+ 3R

Ve 2 [ /7 NI}
o N ‘simov S w‘% _ONIINL

(%) vacaffoces sibl

(A
.f’i e
h 3G remann

"AMYINE NOLNYLE dADT

Kuling to St Louis, 1925. Rated as at left. Boxed

Rated 10¢ for each of UPU, registration, and
nonserif R.R. Via Shanghai.

Shanghai to LA, 1928. Boxed nonserif AR.
AR (10¢ postage on reverse).
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To US (1926)

Shanghai to Stockton (CA), 1926. Boxed nonserif
R R. With company seal of Tong Song Wo (as
opposed to typescript Tung Sang V.

Rated 10¢ for each of UPU, registration, & AR.
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Registration and ar rate change
For 1 February 1929—31 January 1931, the registration and AR fees were both 15¢.

Peping to_Jackson Heights (NY), June 1929. Ms Return receipt, and heavy worn A R. Rated 10¢ upU and 15¢ for
each of registration and AR. Via Moukden and New York; from the US Legation.




Sextuple to Scotland (1930)

Sian (Xi'an) to Edinburgh via Shanghai, 1929—1930.
Crude A. R. Missionary mail

Rated 15¢ for each of registration & AR, and
10¢ for the first ounce, plus 5 x 6¢ for sup-
plementary weights.




UPU rate change

For 1 July 1930—31 January 1931, UPU rate was 15¢ for the first 20g, and 9¢ for each additional.
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Tientsin to Berlin, August 1930. Large worn A R, possibly in frame. Rated 15¢ for each of UPU, registration,
and AR fees (latter in effect 1 February 1929—31 January 1931).
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Chinese registration slip still attached (normally for domestic registered mail, to be removed on delivery).



UPU, registration, and AR rate changes
1 July 1931—31 May 1935, UPU: 25¢ first 20g, 15¢ each additional; registration & AR: 25¢ each.
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Tsingtao to Hornell (NY), October 1931. Large worn nonserlf AR in rounded frame. Rated 25¢ for each o
UPU, registration, and AR fees. Via Moukden.
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Shanghai to Newton Centre (MA),_1933. Boxed serif RR. Rated as above.



To US (1934)
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Tientsin to Philadelphia, 1934. Crude worn serif A R. Rated 25¢ for each of UPU, registration, and AR fees.
Via Shanghai.
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Kunming (Yunnanfou) to New York, 1934. Locally made (?) thin nonserif AR in circle. Rated as above. Via
Shanghai. Overprinted stamps??



To Hungary and UK (1937)
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To US (1936, 1938)
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Tsingtoa to Los Angeles, 1936. Nonserif widely spaced A. R. Rated 25¢ for each of uPv, registration, and AR
fees. Via Shanghai.

Peking to Claremont (CA), 1938. Thin serif A.R. Rated as above.



China Clipper

For the period 28 April 1937—18 April 1939, air mail supplement (in addition to surface rates) for service
NAL to Hong Kong and PAA to San Francisco was cNc $1.20 per five grams.

Hangkow to Scottdale (PA), unidectuple, 1938. Ms AR.
Anomalously Rated $13.25.

Plausibly, this was for 50—-55 g, made up from 11
times air mail supplement, triple UPU rate (at 25¢
first 20g and 15¢ each additional), and 25¢ for
each of registration and AR (totalling $14.25), and
shortpaid by $1 because the clerk miscounted the
number of $1 stamps he applied. (No stamps are
missing, back or front.)

From the third officer aboard the uss Luzon, pa-
trolling the Yangtze.
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Rate changes
1 September 1939—31 October 41, 50¢ of Chinese National Currency (cNc) dollar (denoted $) for each of
first upU weight, registration, and ARr.
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Toy Shan (Taishan, Guangdong) to Windsor (NS), June 1941. Bilingual red boxed A. R. Rated 50¢ for each of
UPU, registration, and AR fees. Remnant of red Chinese AR card on reverse. Via Canton, Vancouver, and
two Canadian rRros. To standard Canadian small town Chinese restaurant. Canadian censor.

BRUCE 5 JENKINS

FEDERAL INC,, L8R,
113 KIUKIANG ROAD

SHANGHAI O UCLE REGISTERED

P |BX| No. 5567 B

Shanghai to New York, October 1941. Typescript DOUBLE REG STERED only. Rated as above.



Clipper mail

1 November 1939—31 October 1941, clipper air mail supplement to Us was $4 per five grams.

Toy Shan (Taishan, Guangdong) to Quincy (MA), sesqui-rated, October 1941. Bilingual red boxed A. R. Rated
$9.50 for 5—10 g (double) air supplement, 50¢ UPU surface (single), and 50¢ for each of registration and

AR. Via Kweilin, Hong Kong, San Francisco, and Boston.
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Surface to Canada (1942—1943)
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Kutsing (Guangdong) via Tihwa (Urumtsi, Sinkiang) to Picton (ON), August 1942. Bilingual boxed A.R. Rated
50¢ for each of UPU, registration, and AR fees. Canadian censorship (likely at Vancouver) and five month
delay. From Kutsing to Canton to Tihwa at the western edge of China.




Air all the way to Canada (1943—-1944)

29 May 1943—5 November 1943, air mail supplement (to US and Canada) cNc $9.60 per five grams; NAL to
Calcutta, BOAC to Lagos, PAA to Miami, and within North America by air.
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Canton to Kelowna (Bé’), October? 1943. Sender has badly misspelled destination town. Bilingual boxed A. R.
Rated $16.20, made up of $9.60 air supplement, $2 UPU surface, registration $2.60, and AR $2. Canadian
censorship (likely at Vancouver) and several month delay.
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Air to Canada (1946)

21 May 1946—28 August 1946, air mail supplement (to US and Canada) cNc $600 per five grams; NAL to
Calcutta, BoAc to London, and rAA to North America.
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Kutsing to Trenton (ON), June 1946. Addressed to a different S

AP

tar Cafe. Primitive encircled A R. Rated $960;

$6oo0 air supplement, $300 UPU surface, registration $270, and AR $200; underpayment by $300 might be
explained by missing stamp on front (at lower right): uncancelled and fell off (or stolen) before reaching
Trenton. Canadian duty free handstamp at Trenton.




Air to Canada with AR card still attached (1946)

Registered item delivered but card ignored, a frequent occurrence in Canada.

UNRRA, Shanghai to Ottawa, triple air, August 1946.
Two-line AIR MAIL/DOUBLE REGISTERED.
Rated (stamps under card) $2410 (overprinted
$1000 & 2 x $500, and unoverprinted 4 x $100
and $10), 10—15 g triple air supplement (at $600
per 5 g), single UPU (surface) $190, reg'n $270,
and AR $200, underpaid by $50.
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RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION
CHINA OFFICE
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Express to Canada (1946)

Combination express and registration $1100, 1 October 1945—31 October 1946
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UNRRA, Shanghal to Saskatoon (SK), double December 1946. Via British Fleet Post Office. Two-line boxed
EXPRESS/DOUBLE REGISTERED handstamp (used by UNRRA). Rated $1950 (3 x $500 overprinted,
$50 overprinted, and 2 x $200); $1100 express including registration, $300 UPU surface first 20 g and

$200 each additional, and AR $350.
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Remnant of Chinese AR card.



Express to Australia (1946)

Same rates as preceding; mailed from same office, Shanghai 1.
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CNRRA, Shanghai to Kooyong (SK), double, December 1946. Two-line EXPRESS/DOUBLE REGISTERED
in box handstamp. Rated $1950 (3 x $500 overprinted, $50 overprinted, and 4 x $100 overprinted);
$1100 express including registration, $300 UPU surface first 20 g and $200 each additional, and AR $350.
Originally with air mail etiquette, which has been covered by the expres label.

Remnant of Chinese AR card.



Air to Australia (1946)

For the period 21 May—28 August 1946, air mail supplement (in addition to surface rates) for service by
BOAC to Australia was cNc $250 per five grams.

I

| UNRRA, Shanghai to Sydney, quadruple, 1946. Two-
1 line AIR MAIL/DOUBLE REGISTERED.
| Rated $166o (overprinted $1000, $500, $50,
$10), 15—20 g quadruple air supplement, single
' upU (surface) $190, reg'n $270, and AR $200.
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Air to Australia (1946)

1 September 1946—20 October 1946, air mail supplement for service by BoAc to Australia was $400 per
five grams.

UNRRA, Shanghai to Sydney, quadruple, forwarded,
September 1946. Blue boxed handstamp
AIR MAIL

DOUBLE REGISTERED

Rated $2700 (overprinted 2 x $1000, $500),
15—20 g quadruple air supplement, single upu
(surface) $300, registration $450, and AR $350.

AR card remnant.




Surface to US (1946)

Shanghai to Washington, quadruple surface, July 1946. Two-line framed RR. Rated $1020; surface UPU $190
for first 20g and $120 for each additional, registration $270, and AR $200.




Air to US (to May 1946)
6 November 1945—20 May 1946, supplemental air fee was $90 per five grams.

Dnuhla Raﬁ:ln taraﬂ* XX ‘ﬁb 'ia__, i
n 5 E
R i%a P E

dessrs, E.I. Du Pont de Nemours & Co.
Organic Chemicals Department
BExport Section

Wilmington 98, Delaware, U.3.A.

4

Kunming (Yunnan) to Delaware, triple air and single surface, January 1946. Typescript Doubl e Regi st ered. Rated
$400: triple air supplement at $9o per five grams, single surface UPU $30 (11—15 g), registration $50, and
AR $40, overpaid $10. Remnant of AR card on reverse.

?"L’Lﬁ.:‘-‘a Q- ,. :
No. 1480
B ,_*"‘ s

WY

Siulam (Guangdong) to Oakland, February 1946. Bilingual AR. Rated $210; air supplement $90, surface upU
$30, registration $50, and AR $40. Via Canton.




Air to US (to August 1946)
21 May 1946—28 August 1946, supplemental air fee was $600 per five grams.

= — — ——
2 ERLO I 10 DAYE RETURN T

'I“.'M'UHDEIWIITEHE BANK, INC.

[~ 17 CHUNG-SHAN ROAD (EnsTERn 1)
: SHANGHAI

i ir. N, Yard
e/o Starr, Perk & Freeman,. Inc,
| 84 William Street, Room 1608 i
New York 7, N. Y.
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| - RR

——

Kx ~ ' ~- = 3P

Shanghai to New York, 28 May 1946. Framed RR. Anomalously Rated $1020 air supplement $600, surface
UPU $190, registration $270, and AR $200, vastly underpaid; may have been sent as quadruple surface,
which matches the postage exactly.




Air to US (to August 1946)

[ - ) l 7 ) 3 Dupont, Shanghai to Wilming-
E d - ., e ) ton (DE), tridectuple, June 1946.
£ “H T "" A % EE - J Obliqued A.R. at left, and char-
$ : " } E E 3 . acter added to handstamp to
; : o gg z E; indicate double registered.
Wy, - A é 52 253 | Rated $8820, 60—65 g, 13 x
r a s = =328 | $600 air supplement, quadru-
..,;'F"' °% E | ple UPU (surface) at $190 for
F“ E . &gl | first 20 g and $120 for each
= ' ; additional, registration $270,

~ and AR $200.
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Air to US (to August 1946)

_ ;] Shanghai to Wilmington (DE), octuple, July 1946.
S Obliqued A.R. and typescript DOUBLE REG STERED.
Rated $5600 (28 x $200), 35—40¢g, 8 x $600
air supplement, double UPU (surface) at $190 for
B first 20 g and $120 for each additional, registra-
- | tion $270, and AR $200, with trivial overpay-

i ment of $10.

'brﬁamc-iagni&am Dggirtm’pt'
wxport Division,

PO BOX 2143
SHANGHAI, CHINA

| ddssddr
Lo et &
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. 51 CANTON ROAD,

E. I. ou Ponr pe Nemours & Co. [ '
; ROBERT DOLLAR BUILDING 1 B
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Air to US (to end 1946)

22 November 1946—31 December 1946, air mail supplement was $1100 per five grams.

Shanghai to San Francisco, octuple, December 1946.
Ms Double registered.

Rated $10100 (10 x $1000 overprinted), 35—
40 g, 8 x $1100 air supplement, double UPU (sur-
face) at $300 for first 20 g and $200 for each ad-
ditional, registration $450, and AR $350.

.. _____.\‘T_,
Mes. R. Movew.
SHANGHBI - CHINA.

O Tl i
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Airmail to US (April 1947)

10 March—30 June 1947, air mail supplement to US & Canada was $1900 per five grams.

- @'f 1 UNRRA, Shanghai to Wakefield (MA), sesqui-rated,
o April 1947. Boxed

AIRMAIL
DOUBLE REGISTERED
Rated $7700 ($500, $200 overprinted); 5-10 g,
double air supplement, single UPU (surface) at $1100,
registration $1600, and AR $1200.
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Airmail to US (April 1947)

10 March—30 June 1947, air mail supplement to US & Canada was $1900 per five grams.

|3

Shanghai to Cleveland, triple air mail, April 1947.
Boxed RR.

Rated $9600 (4 x $1000, $500, $100 overprinted);
5—10g, triple air supplement, single UPU (sur-

- face) at $1100, registration $1600, and AR $1200.



Airmail to Canada (September 1947)

1 July—1 October 1947, air mail supplement to
US & Canada was $2100 per five grams.

Shanghai to Toronto, unovigintuple (21 x),
September 1947. Framed RR.

Rated $51000 (2 x $500 overprinted); 100—
105 g, 21 times air supplement, 5 times UPU
(surface) at $1100 for first 20 g and $700
for each additional, registration $1600, and
AR $1200, with inconvenience overpayment
of $200 (equivalent to 5 gold centimes).
Chinese customs (red) and Canadian Na-
tional Revenue (blue) handstamps.
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Big airmail to US (November 1947)

13 October—30 November 1947, air mail supple-
ment to the US was $12500 per ten grams.

- Shanghai to New York, nonatuple rate,
November 1947. Framed RR.
Rated $146000; 9go—100 g, 9 times
air supplement, 5 times UPU (sur-
e face) at $5500 for first 20 gand $3500
s + | for each additional, registration $8000,
' # | and AR $6000.
~ | Purple handstamp in corner has mis-
spelling, REGISTERDE.

, lNew York City,

The Irving Trust Company,
No.l Wall Street

The Foreign Division,
Hew York,

The Mgnager,
U. 5. A.
R
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Not air to Singapore (1948)

21 August—5 November 1948, supplemental air fee was cNc $800 000 per ten grams; this was the last rate
period before conversion to gold $.

Hapshan (Guangdong) to Singapore, September 1948. Bilingual boxed AR. Rated $1000 000; surface UPU
$300 000, registration $400 000, and AR $300 000. Insufficient postage for air mail, but exact for surface.

Purple boxed handstamp, POSTAGE INSUFFICIENT FOR AIR-MAIL
Hapshan is a tiny place in Guangdong (Canton). Singapore receiver dated 8 Sep 48.




Airmail to US (February 1948)

16 January—29 November 1948, air mail supplement to the US was $40000 per ten grams.

Shanghai to Wilmington (DE),
quintuple rate, February 1948.
Framed turquoise RR,
typescript DOUBLE REG STERED,
and character (indicating
double) added to registration
handstamp.

Rated $252000; 40-50g, 5
times air supplement, 3 times
UPU (surface) at $11000 for
first 20 gand $7000 for each
additional, registration $15000,
and AR $12000.
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Massive airmail to US (March
1948)

missing, likely $5000. There is
no combination of first class and

— ... For 1—16 March 1948, air mail
—— - P supplement to the US was $45000
- e ging ) |eA wo— T per ten grams, first class surface
B B T a™m.  $14000 first 20 g and $9o00 for
Fasr - m T E L Bew *h‘ e 8- each additional, registration $20000,
: \!L “i:\ .| AR $15000.
l"%‘ A £ '2’" Eg
b NN "B . ,rg 5 L
. - L
‘.‘ 3 . g 3 Shanghai to Wilmington (DE), re-
i . 18 IS ceived in bad condition, octononatu-
=L . ! a ple rate (19x), 2 March 1948. Obliqued
N e, B faintly boxed AR.
; : ."3' -(' Rated $899000 plus one stamp

k bt - AT 1
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© i
IE :_. air mail supplement that comes
B close to yielding the estimated
4 $904000 postage.
g? However, 19 times the air mail
LA supplement (180" —190 g) and UPU
=i, .
Pe ,\:_ commercial papers at $3000 per
* 50 g with a minimum of $14000
g plus registration and AR fees come
& to exactly $904000. No other
s combination of rates applies.
a B%
<2
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Air to Canada (to November 1949)

5 July—17 November 1949, supplemental air fee was silver $.40 per ten grams.

?? to Montreal, (pre-18) November 1946. Bilingual boxed AR. Rated silver $.90 (18 revenue stamps sur-
charged gold $500; in April, gold $ replaced by silver $ at 10,000 to 1); under 5 grams, air supplement
$.40, surface UPU $.15, registration $.20, and AR $.15.

Via Hong Kong, Vancouver, Toronto, and Montreal.




To Queen Elizabeth, 1980
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Shanghai to London by air, 1980. Bilingual
boxed rubber AR. Rated 190 Yuan. British
rubber EXAMINED by L/Sgt E BEWSHEAR.




To Malaya, 1984

Kongd.- - - g? to Penang by air, 1980. Steel AR

handstamp. Rated 170 Yuan.




Manchuria

In northeast China, Manchuria was under heavy Russian influence, until 1931 when Japan invaded and
captured it; it became known as Manchukuo. The largest city, Harbin, was was largely populated by White
Russian emigrés after the Russian revolution. From 1935, the Russian presence diminished considerably,
especially as a result of Japanese atrocities.

Harbin to Japan (1928)

Registration and AR fees to Japan were less than their counterparts to other UrPU destinations; at this
time, they were 5¢ each to Japan, but 10¢ each to the rest of the world.

Harbin to Osaka, double, March 1928. Boxed nonserif AR. Rated 18¢; surface to Japan, 2 x 4¢ per 20g,
registration and AR fee to Japan 5¢ each. Remnant of yellow AR form at right, indicating China may not
have adopted AR cards until much later than the usual 1921—22.




Harbin, Manchukuo to Poland (1941)

From one puppet state to another.
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Harbin to Warsaw, June 1941. Purple A.R.

Rated 46 Fen; 20F first weight first class in-
ternational, 16 F registration, and 10 F AR fee.
In effect 1937—42, and based on Japanese rates.
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Hong Kong

The island ceded (in perpetuity) to UK in 1842, and New Territories leased for 99 years in 1898. Controlled
by Japan 25 December 1941—2 September 1945. Sovereignty of the entire region assumed by Chinain 1997.

Unlike China and Japan, but like most countries in the British Commonwealth and Empire (outside
Africa and the Indian subcontinent), the AR fee was always paid in stamps on the AR form or card, rather

than on the registered letter.

Formula envelopes
Very difficult to find with Ar.
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Hong Kong to StormznsterrNewton (Dorset, England), 1907 Blue crayon ms AR. Rated 4¢ British Emplre and

10¢ registration fee.
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Hong Kong to Kansas City (MS), 192.6 Worn nonserif AR in remnants of frame. Rated 10¢ UPU and 10¢



Hong Kong to UK

Possibly misrated or overpaid.

|4+ | HONGKONG
R 375 B

d

Hong Kong to London, 1925. Heavily worn encircled nonserif AR. Rated 20¢; Empire rate to UK was less
than 10¢, and registration was 10¢.



Hong Kong to US and Macau

Thiliy Morrison Co.

Hong hozg.

Hong Kong to Macau, 1926. Worn nonserif AR in remnants of frame. Rated 4¢ to nearby Macau and 10¢
registration fee.



Hong Kong (1947 & 1956)

WING LEE COMPANY
HONG KONG. BY AIRMAIL. T E‘[.\-
e °0 2

MESSPS. C. W. MARWEDTL,
1235 Mission Street,

e "“"-mw .

’Rf HON(; KONG t e

283

Fd

Hong Kong to San Francisco, 1947. Typescript DOUBLE REG STERED. Rated HK $4 double air mail to US and 25¢

registration fee.
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Kowloon to Hong Kong, drop, 1956. Purple rubber boxed nonserif A.R. Rated 10¢ drop letter & 40¢ regn.



Hong Kong to US (1957 & 1959)

Marks changeover from payment of AR fee on card to payment on registered cover.
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Hong Kong C to Indiana by air, 1957. Standard pur-
ple rubber A.R. handstamp. Rated $4.40, made
up of double airmail at $2 per half ounce, and 40¢
registration fee.

Hong Kong to Maryland by air, 1959. Same AR hand-
stamp, in black. Rated $2.80, seemingly made up
of $2 single airmail, 40¢ registration fee, and for
the first time, 40¢ AR fee. ||
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Hong Kong to US (1965 )

Man Yee Arcade to New York by air, 1965. Standard
purple rubber A R. handstamp. Rated $5.30
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Hong Kong to US (1970 & 1978)

HONG | KONG
REGISTERJED LETTE:

LETTER MUST BE | HANDED TO * S F 3
OFFICER OF THE || POST OFFICH S :
AGAINST A § RECEIPT -

GUI¥FT OMDER .
DSE (D% E
:
:
Tsim Sha Tsui 2 to Indiana by air, 1970. Rubber boxed A. R., and rubber Par Avion. Rated HK $5.30.
1
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Tsim Sha Tsui C to Georgia by air, 1978. Similar AR handstamp. Rated $13.50.
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Tazpez to New Haven (CT), air, September 1954. Company Taipei to New Haven (CT), air, November 1955.
boxed nonserif DOUBLE REGISTERED and small boxed AR  Bilingual AR hs. Rated $7 air to US (April

on etiquette. Rated NT $5 air to US (July 1953—-March 1955—March 19506), $3 registration, and $2 ARr.
1955), $2 registration, and $1.50 AR.
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Taiwan, Anomalous air rate to Germany (1955)

g

Taipei to Hamburg, August 1955. Small purple
boxed A. R.

Rated NT $18; double $7 air (in effect 1 April
1955—31 March 1956) per ten grams, $3 regis-
tration, and $2 AR. Shortpaid by $1, possibly
due to clerical error. Ms notation 15g confirms
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Taiwan to US (1978): both misrated
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Taipei to New York by air; underpaid, September 1978. Out-  Same correspondence, overpaid, November 1978.

line AR. Rated NT $28 ($4 short); double air to US ($10 Rated $34 (over by $2). Also double air (ms
per half ounce), and $6 for each of registration and AR. ~ 22g).
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Macau (1940)
Portuguese colony 1887—-1999, neutral during ww 11 until protected by Japan (1943—45).
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Macau to US, double, 1940. Encircled nonserif AR. Rated 48 Avos; UPU 20A first 20 g and 12A next weight;
registration 16A; AR fee paid on AR card for Portugal and colonies.




Macau (1954)

Macau to Hong Kong, 1954. Same AR hs as on
1940 example.

Rates unknown.

Commemmorative postmark (centennial of the
first Portuguese postage stamp). No backstamps.
Blue paper may be remnant of AR card.

Commissioner of Folice,
Hongkong Government,

HONGKONG.
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Foreign devils’ offices

Following the Boxer Rebellion, eight countries (and later, the US) established their own post offices (FDO)
in China. They were closed by the early 1920s.

Japanese FDO in Peking (1917)

International Japanese PO in Peking, to US, double,
1917. Red ms AR.

Rated double UPU rate at 10 sen for the first
20g and 6 s for the next; 10 s registration, and
5s AR fee.

Faded purple address reads, Dr Chas C Har-
rison, 400 Chester St, Philadelphia. The nro
closed in 1922.

Canadian censorship (in effect 1917-19 on in-
coming mail to North America from Asia), likely
at Victoria or Vancouver.




Japanese FDO in Tientsin (1916)

From an American infantry Chaplin during World War 1.

Tientsin to Hartford (CT), 1916. Ms red US-style Return Registered Card Requested. Rated 10 Sen for each of uru
and registration fees; based on other covers, the 5S Japanese AR fee should have been paid on the cover.
(There are no stamps missing from front or back.) Japanese datestamp, TIENTSIN 2, INPO.




Russian FDO in Chefoo

Russian office in Chefoo to New Zealand, February 1920. Ms A.R.
Rated 20¢ (overprinted) made up of single UPU 10¢ and registration 10¢; AR fee would have been paid on
the AR form.

Russian post offices in China closed later in 1920.
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Chefoo IJPO (Japanese Post Office), same day as Russian office, postmark on reverse.



Quintuple US FDO to UK, missing AR form

US office in Shanghai; UK clerk noting that the AR form was missing. A duplicate would have had to have
been prepared in London.

Quintuple, US office in Shanghai to UK, July 1920. Red crayon ms AR. Envelope made of heavy cloth.
Rated 26¢ (US) made up of quintuple uru 5¢ for the first half ounce, and 3¢ for each additional weight,
registration 10¢, and the US did not charge for Ar.

Unoverprinted stamps tied by indistinct oval US Postal Agency Shanghai China RD. Carried on the
CPR Empress of Russia, departed 3 July, arrived Vancouver 19 July. Then to New York and London. Ex-Unwin

A.R. Form not received (based on the 1922 example, applied at London).




Aargh, French FDO in Tientsin and German FDO in Tsingtao

Both in really lousy condition.
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French oﬁ‘tce in Tientsin to Ypres (Bel_qmm) February 1908. Usual French and colomal octogonal AR.

Rated 14¢ (overprinted 2 x 2¢, 2 X 5¢, overprinted) and two missing stamps. I have no idea how the rates
were computed (French registration was 25 centimes, AR 10 ctm). Backstampes at Ypres.
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o B Kiautschou to Cologne, 1909. [front only] Ms
td’ﬁ st gﬁf % mit Riickschein. Missing stamp. ||




AR forms

I don't have any internationally used from China, except the little bits of yellow paper stuck to a few
of the pre-1925 AR covers. There is one illustrated in the literature. So I will have to make do with an
incoming AR form (difficult to find, even from the US).

US to China

Mailed from the Panama Pacific International Exhibition (PPIE), 1915. Second reported strike of Model Post
office; only known international AR form mailed from ppIE.
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US AR form to returned from Peking, September 1915. Via Seattle and Moukden to Peking, signed there, and
returned under cover to the post office of origin (the Model Post Office), who would forward it to the
sender. The original registered letter that this would have accompanied possibly contained medals for
the Chinese exhibits.

One of three US AR forms with a watermark, this one being a large seal of the United States.




International AR form used domestically
One of two or three known examples of the form intended for international use; here used domestically.
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Chinese AR form, Hankow, returned from Peking, 1919. For a registered letter from the commanding officer
of HMs Cadmus (sloop, launched 1903, served in Far East until sold in 1921) to Henri-Ernest-Marie-Félix
Picard Destelan (1878-1971) co-director general of French post offices in China.

Sent under cover, the back
ignored; otherwise, prop-
erly signed for. Also signed
by clerk at the Chinese Post
Office.
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AR covering envelopes

Used to return AR forms that could not be sent as folded letter sheets (such as those of the US). Only two
others are known from China.

?? to Hartford (CT) via Shanghai, January 1922.
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Kwang-Tchéo-Wan AR covering envelope (1939)

Now Guangzhouwan, this was an enclave on the south coast of China leased/annexed by France in 1898,
who hoped it would eventually rival Hong Kong and Macau (it didn't). Free French 1940—-1943, occupied
by Japan (1943—45), recaptured for the French (1945), and ceded by them to China (1946). During the
French period, it was administered by French Indochina.

Tche-Kam to Stockton (CA), August 1939. Tche-Kam is near northernmost Kwang-Tchéo-Wan. Standard
French colony form envelope for returning AR forms (and for other practically nonexistent uses), this
one prmted for Indochina. By 1922, the US had switched to AR cards, Wthh (normally) d1d not require
covering envelopes; this use is somewhat mysterious. : &~




AR cards

For most jurisdictions, AR cards replaced AR forms around 1921—1922; however, the 1928 Manchuria to
Japan AR cover has remnants of the AR form. So some offices continued to use forms.

Pre-1930

Worldwide, most jurisdictions used drab AR cards until ca1930

(Inner Mongolia)
to Harbin (Manchuria). No stamps, as Chinese AR fee was paid on the registered letter, not on the card.
Properly signed and returned to sender.
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Incoming Czech AR card, returned from Harbin, 1926. For a registered letter from Czechoslovakia to Harbin.
Properly signed.




Post-1930

Most jurisdictions’ AR cards became shades of red (usually pink).

Chinese AR card returned from Australia, 1946. For a registered letter from Shanghai to South Brisbane. Prop-
erly signed and returned to sender.

Returned from Fresno (CA) to Nanking, 1948. Properly signed and returned to sender. Card was attached to
the registered letter with glue; when card detached, it pulled some of the envelope with it.




Incoming ar card

Japanese AR card returned from occupied China, ca 1942. Tsingtao (Qingdao) was seized in 1938.

Japanese AR card returned from Tsingtao, 1943. For a registered letter from Tachigi Prefecture. Properly signed
and returned to sender.

With remnants of the attached envelope.




Subsequent AR card from Dairen

AR card mailed after the registered letter was mailed; very, very seldom seen. Also known as after-the-fact,
or delayed AR. Dairen (Dalian) was part of Manchukuo until it was leased to Japan in 1937.

Subsequent AR card returned from Aalborg (Denmark) to Dairen, November 1937. The original registered letter
was delivered 11 September 1937; the card was sent from Dairen 29 November 1937, well after the registered
letter was mailed, and signed at Aalborg 14 January 1938.




Canadian subsequent AR card to Taiwan (1974), mishandled registered letter

Canadian AR card mailed on 13 November 1974, months after the original registered letter was posted,
4 June 1974. Here it was used as if it were an inquiry form. One other Canadian subsequent AR card is
known in this period.
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Canadian AR card used subsequently, returned to Winnipeg from Taipei; erroneously signed for, 1974. Rated 25¢
subsequent AR fee (ordinary AR fee was 15¢).
According to the accompanying letter from the Secretary of the Board of Trade and another let-
ter, the signature was by a recipient, box 181 Taipei, not the correct box 181 Taoyuan (both in Taiwan).
Kasimir Bileski (1908—2005) was a very well known stamp dealer.

May 20, 197
v BILESKI P, 0. Box 181
8 e e Taipei, Taiwan
MANITOBU CANADA
n2W 3AY4

Dear Mr. BILESKI:

Upon inquires of Taipei Post Office we found that your
registered mail No, 2775 had, for unknown reason, been
deliveped to P, O, Box 181 Taipei last July.

this mail
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izt mmmeyraed to know that didn't
X &L na L arties
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concerned as of no e st - or it. 7
after more than two weeks of futile endeavor searching
the mail, we come to a conclusion that the mail might
nhave been loat and perhaps not retrievable because it
has lapsed such a long time and also because we took
it for a regular mail by the time it was returned to
the post oifice,

llow that we are advised by the people from Taipei Post
0ffice and also agreed upon by Mr, Van Hoesen to contact
you directly to settle this unfortunate matter.

Considering our responsible on this unfortunate matter,
though it is aparrent we are entangled in, we propose
to absor: 0% of your claim: amount i,e. to pay vou fift
US dellars to close this case.

If our sincere proposal is agreeable then we will notify
Taipei Post Office to stop processing your claim by mear
of international postal agreement, So please let us k¢
your opinion,
T T sl v e e - i

e hope this bothering event will be settled amicably
betwsen you and us soon.

Truly yours,
M. C. TANG



Hong Kong AR card returned by air

The 40¢ postage represents the charge (equal to the air mail fee to the destination of the registered letter,
as prescribed by the UprvU) for the optional service of AR card return by air. It does not represent the Ar
fee, which, for Hong Kong, was paid on the registered envelope at least since 1959.

Returned from Chicago, 1962. Rated 40¢ for return of AR card by aris is very difficult to find.

Properly signed and stamped.



Hong Kong AR used domestically (1949)

Hon_q Kong AR card for drop letter October 1949. Rated 30¢, domestic AR fee
’  (G.P.0.—B.B. §)
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du destinataire: de I'agent du bureau destinataire:
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AR card from Macau (1940)
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Macau AR card returned Tokyo, unsigned, August 1940 [date determined by notation at middle left]. For

Macau (as with other Portuguese colonies), the AR fee was paid on the AR card, not the registered cover.
Rated 22 Avos, overpaying the AR fee by 2 A. Stamps uncancelled and no signature, indicating either the
registered letter was returned to sender, or the registered letter was delivered but the card was ignored.

Glued to the registered letter at lower left.




Domestic AR

For most of these covers, I really don't have a clue. Registration and AR fees for both domestic and
local mail were each 5¢ 1897—1922. Domestic postage (except to Hong Kong and Macau) was 1¢ per half
ounce, 8 April 1902—31 October 1904. Domestic registration and AR fees generally differed from their

international counterparts.
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To or from Peking??, quadruple?, November 1902. Doubled R.R (double regi.stered). Apparently Rated
quadruple domestic at 1¢ per half ounce (this does not seem correct), and 5¢ for both registration and Ar.

ThiS iS fake: Pointed out by Sam Chiu



Domestic (1906)

Domestic rate increased to 2¢ per half ounce; in effect 1 September 1904—4 August 1910.

To or from ??, November 1906. Framed nonserif (locally made?) AR. Rated 2¢ domestic and 5¢ for both
registration and ARr.



Domestic parcel post (1923)

AR service was evidently available on domestic non-registered insured parcel post, although there is no
literature on it. Below is a receipt for the sender of such an item.

Peiping to Shanghai, November 1923. Crude boxed AR.



Registration receipt stamped AR (Manchuria)

LB

Harbin, September 1927.



Domestic Manchuria (1925)

Domestic rate 3¢ per 20 g; in effect 1 January 1923—31 October 1925.
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Harbin to Manchouli, October 1925. Boxed nonserif (locally made?) AR. Rated 3¢ domestic, and 5¢ for
each of registration and AR. Cyrillic registration hammer used in Harbin. Next day service to Manchouli
(Manzhuli) in Inner Mongpolia.




Domestic (1935)

Domestic rate 5¢ per 20 g; registration and AR 8¢ each, 1932—194o0.
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Miaochen to Shanghai, 1935 (postmark is dated 23, for years after the Chinese Republic was founded). Crude
RR. Rated domestic 5¢ and 8¢ for both registration and AR (the junk stamp is surcharged 1).

Mioachen is a tiny village about 80 km from Shanghai. Shanghai postman'’s chop.



Domestic (1938)

Shanghai to Wai-Hai-Wei, 1938. Handstamp Double Registered. Rated domestic 5¢ and 8¢ for both regis-
tration and AR (1¢ surcharge on 4¢ stamp). From the State Lottery administration. Wei-Hai-Wei (Weihai)
was leased by UK 1898—-1930 and then reverted to China.




Local (1940)

Local rate (cheaper than domestic) was 2¢ per 20 g, 1932—19 September 1940.

Registered -
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Enaigne de Valsseau R. Van der Vynckt,

French Gunboat "TAEUREM

¢/o Base Navale Frencaise, .'

Messageries uaritimes Building, ; &))

9 Quai de Erance,

Shanghal,
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Shanghai to French gunboat in the harbour, pre-20 September 1940. Date of Shanghai hs reads 910 28; add 12 to
the year, and take away several weeks. Handstamp nonserif AR on front and on remnant of registration
slip on reverse. Rated 2¢ local and 8¢ for each of registration and AR (10¢ surcharge on 25¢ stamp).

Shanghai postman'’s chop.




Domestic (September 1940)

20 September 1940, domestic rate changed to 8¢ per 20 g, and AR & registration fees became 13¢ each.
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The Wulfsohn Company of China, Inc.
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Japanese-occupied Tientsin (Hopei) to Shanghai, 30 September 1940 (ten days after rate changes). Ms Double
Registered, first word added as an after-thought. Rated 8¢ domestic and 13¢ for each of registration & ARr.
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Shanghai still using republic dating scheme (29).
Purple Shanghai postman'’s chop.



Domestic air mail (1946)

For the period 3 May—8 November 1946, domestic air mail supplement was $30 per 10 g. For the period
1 October 1945—31 October 1946, domestic first class was $20 per 20 g, and each of (domestic) registration
and AR were $30.

[ .
Hankow to Chengtu by air, May—October 1946. Bilingual A.R. Rated $110 (3 x $20 surcharge, and $50): $20
domestic plus $30 domestic air supplement, and $30 for each of registration and Ar.



Local/domestic (1946)

In 1945, local rates ceased. For the period 1 November 1946—30 June 1947, domestic rate was $100 per

20 g, and $150 for each of registration and ARr.
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Tientsin drop letter, moved around, 1946—47. Chinese characters only indicating AR. Rated $100 domestic

and $150 for each of registration and Ar.

Postmarked Tientsin, Tientsin 1, Tientsin 3, Tientsin D, and Tientsin 15. Three slips attached. Faint oval

postman’s chops, probably numeric.
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Local/domestic (1947)

For the period 1 July—10 December 1947, domestic rate was $500 per 20 g, and each of registration and
AR were $750.

Shanghai drop letter, September 1947. Blue obliqued nonserif AR. Rated $500 domestic ad $7o for each
of registration and AR, paid by single $2000 stamp.

Faint Shanghai postman'’s chop.




Domestic airmail (1948)

For the period 5 April—20 July 1948, domestic rate was $5000 per 20 g; domestic air mail supplement
6 April—g July 1948 was $7000 per 20g, and each of registration and AR were $10000.

Shanghai to Chungking (??), double air mail, April-July 1948. Framed worn AR. Rated $44000 (there are two
$5000 stamps almost completely hidden by the label remnants, and seven $2000 stamps): double $5000
domestic and double $7000 domestic air mail; and $10000 for each of registration and ARr.




Inexplicable (19517?)

With inflation-period stamps totalling $8000, but apparently dated 1951.
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Canton, multiple weight, 19512 Framed purple AR. Postman'’s beat chop 31. Rated $8000; rates match single
domestic (at 2000 per 20 g) and $3000 for each of AR & registration) 11 December 1947—4 April 1948; also,
septuple domestic (at 6$.5 per 20 g, G$1.5 registration, and G$3 AR) 1 January—6 February 1949.



Domestic airmail (1958)

Tientsin-15 to Shanghai, January 1958. Bilingual boxed AR. Rated 40 Yuan. With Shanghai postman’s
carrier mark S19.




Domestic Taiwan (1950)

For the rate period 6 May—30 July 1950, domestic fee was NT $.40 per 20 g, and the domestic registration
and AR rates were $1.20 each.

Taipei drop letter, September 1950. Weird bilingual boxed R A (!). Rated NT $.40 domestic and $1.20 for each
of registration and AR.
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