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REO WING. Stern-wheeler of 142 tons. BuiltatCincinnali in 1846 forthe Upper
Mississippi trade. This is the first of three steamboats to bear the name and
operate on the Mississippi. The cover shown is a Bill of Lading for shipment of
10 pigs of lead from Galena to the Sut!er at Saint Peter (Fort Snelling) on
July 10, 1846.

On the night of May 17, 1849 the RED WING, along with a Ferry boat and 21
other steamboats, met a tragic end at Saint Louill;. For _1\ eye-witness account
of the GREAT STEAMBOAT FIRE see letter on next page.
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GREAT STEAMBOAT FIRE 1849. Letter written by T.O. Harrison und~r date of
MFryday cvenig 7 0 clock~ (May 18, 1849) describing the steamboat fire at Saint Loui£
on May 17, 1849: Myou have hC'arcl or the GrC'al. Fire that occured here last night ~

expect. It was about 10 0 clock last night when the steamer White Cloud was seen
to he on lire - I had just gone to hcd and heard the Boat Bells ringing - so I thought I
would go down· when Jgot there Ed Bates was on fire to and when she gotto Burning
pretty well she nroke loose and noaling down the warfshe fired all the Boals - about
36* in number - the Levy caught fire above Locust Street and swept every thing down
to the Old market except the Block of Building where Wigins store is - the fire also
Broke out just below Pages mill and went Back as far as Between 2n & 3 - the fire in
the upper part of the city spread and swept every thing from locust street down to
market and as far back as 2n • all the offices of the paper are destroyed except the
Union - The Insurance offices are most all burnt down - Benwares office among the
rest is destroyed· There is no telling how many lives are lost - some Burnt - some
drouned and some Dlown to pieces with Powder - there has been seven Dodyes dug
out of the ruins· some with there heads and legs & arms all Blown off -Theyundertook
to Blow up some Building to stop the fire but it did no good - one man carried a keg
of powder in the Musick store of Phillips and he had not been in the house lh minute
until it exploded· he has not been seen or heard ofsince . the explosions from powder
killed 3 or 4 persons - Broke out althe glas in that part of the city - Everybody as far
back as 4th street were moveing out· we did not move out but was ready ... did not
go to bed at all • The loss is estimated at $5,000,000."

*23 boats including a Ferry boaL Everything else stated above is fairly accurate.
The letter is postmarked at SL Louis May 19, 1849.
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The Minnesota Territory

111l' 1.('\,'(, al S;1I1l1 Paul, MlIlIwsut<l T(·rritury.
The GnEY fo:AGLE l'J th~ boat on the len. 1859.

Cl"ll. UllUQUE, DUNLEITH ~~ "tP-
/iNA, D ~ M/NNESO

PAClillT COMPA. -..,_

~ ~E.L~::\1 E n (~lt]~ Y ....Ii: A C::- L E.
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tt'adan--q
&a'l1ada)~~

GREY EAGLE. Side-wheeler of 382 tons. Built at Cincinnati in 1857 for the Minnesota Packet
Company. She was commanded by Captain D. Smith Harris in the Upper Mississippi trade.
On May 9, 1861 she struck the Rock Island Bridge and was a total loss. Six or seven people were
drowned including an insane man who had I)('('n chained to the lower deck. The Grey Eagle
was one of the most famous steamboats to ply the upper river. Cover is postmarked at Hastings,
Minnesota Territory on September 18, 1857.
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FIRST STEAMBOAT TO FORT SNELLING
VIRGINIA. This was a small boat of 109 tons, built at Wheeling,Va.,
in 1819. She was a sidewheeler 120 feet long and 22 feet wide, and
was the first steamboat to ascend the upper Mississippi river to
Fort Snelling. The VIRGINIA left St.Louis, with supplies for the
fort,on April 21,1823. This epochaL voyage of 683 miles was made
in 20 days, arriving at the fort on Hay 10th. Among her passengers
was the U.S. Indian Agent Laurence Talliaferro.

The historic letter shown above reports the sinking of the VIRGINIA
"St.Louis Sep.27th 1823 ..•. The purchase I made in Louisville arnt
about $300 was entirely lost in the St.Bt.Virginia - She sunk at
the Grand Tower on the Mississippi a few days ago •••• "

The Grand Tower was a large rock formation projecting about 50
feet above the surface of the river about half way between Saint
Louis and the mouth of the Ohio river. Because of the swift cur­
rent it was one of the most dangerous points of navigation.
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MISSISSIPPI RIVER
HENRY M. SHREVE. Side-wheeler of567 tons. BuUt at Jeffersonville, Indiana in 1867. She
was lost in 1872.

It was named for Henry Miller Shreve, famous steamboat captain, who invented and
built the first steam snag-boat. A steamboat especially constructed and adaptable to
removing snags and obstructions in the rivers. A mlijor development in river navigation.

Snags or "sawyers- were caused by the ever changing current, which undermined
immense trees along the banks, and tumbled them into the river. The trees floated with the
current until their roots, the heaviest part. after dragging, became anchored in the bottom
of the river. There they remained solidly fastened, some extending above the water and
others below, thus becoming one of the main causes for steamboat disasters. If hit they
could rip the bottom of a boat wide open.
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Steamboat advectizeing used in a return address
and in the postmark of WINDSOR - LOCKS CT. April
8(1844)
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STEAMBOAT MARKINGS

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

/

•

Febru8ry 3, 1847. lettor from New Orl••nl received from the It•• mboat Sultana II
Memphis, Tenn••, ....

llle Ietlcr above was received into the mail al Memphis where the postmaster struck it with
his ~STEAM' accounting marking and rated it due "Jrr, the 184~ rate for over 300 miles.
Only two examples of this fancy steam marking have beell recorded.
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THE LEVEE AT NEW ORLEANS
ALINE A sternwheeler of 175 tons. Built in 1858 at Jeffersonville,
Indiana for the Mississippi trade. It was taken over by the
Confederates during the Civil War in 1861.

Cover shown originated in Havre, France on May 10, 1859 where
it was placed in the French mails and carried to New Orleans via the
Steamship Vanderbilt. On delivery May 29th, to Monsieur Ulrick. it
wac; forwarded, probably outside the mails, to Washington, Louisiana
via the Steamboat Aline.
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UPPER MISSISSIPPI

Unusual sketch of the
boats cabin showing
the office where the
boats mail and other
business was handled.

DLAMOND JO. Stern-wheeler built at Prairie du Chien in 1863
for Diamond Jo Reynold's line of Upper Mississippi steamboats.
She operated between Saint Louis and Saint Paul until she was
dismantled at Dubuque in 1883. Cover pictures the boat as she
probably looked in her hey-day.

i'!ri~~~~F£~J
""J

~DIAMOND·>JO"LINE "STEAMERS<£- .__--....
---- I>l!')

~::.The Popular Packet l.ine of the Upper Mississip
BEST AND CHEAPEST ROUTE TO ALL POINTS NORTH AND SOUTH. ~Pllt

Excursion Tickets-Low Rates-Send for Circulars and Route LI S ~'..t I
FRF.D A. Rrr~J•• OES'I;KAT, PASSESOi::R AOt:ST, DrRUQCF.. IOWA.
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MORNING STAR. Side-wheeler of 465 tons. Built at Elizabeth, Pa.
in 1856 for the Missouri and Kansas River trade. She was called
a "floating palace - no more elegant steamer ever floated on the
Missouri River." She caught fire and burned at Bissell's Point
on the Mississippi River, just above Saint Louis, in 1859.

,
-"

~cvf- N. P~r;:.; &J!.
~C/~'oIlj~. ~ 7"
tP~~ •

OMAHA. Side-wheeler of 307 tons. Built at Louisville in 1856 for
the Ohio River trade and then went to the Missouri.She was crushed
in the ice at Saint Louis in 1865.
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GLADIOLA Red River Packet operating on the RED
River of the South. NAT.PUCKETTE Master.About
1870 .
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STOll-AGE, FOR ¥ARDX JG OOJUI!SSION,
On the Levee, and Track Chicago and NOltb·Wcster::l R R.
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GREAT LAKES
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NORTHERN LIGHT
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NORTHERN LIGHT. Screw steamer of 744 tons. Built at Cleveland in l858
for the Great Lakes trade. Converted to a barge in 1873.
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St LOUIS & KEOKUK Steam OCT 7 [1856]. A route agent
marking on mail carried by steamboats between Saint
Louis and Keokuk, Iowa on the Mississippi River.

K & D S B Rt/Sept 17/62. [KeOkuk & Davenport Steam Boat
Route] Manuscript Route agent marking - 1862.
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LAKE SUPERIOR. Side-wheeler built for the Northern Line at Wheeling,
West Virginia in l870. This was a large boat as the picture shows.
She burned at the Alton Slough in the winter of 1879.

order, or (,o/ldifinn nfl/nl. IJy tlv' WESTERN UNION RAILROAD 00., on board

BILL OF LADING-·Western Union Railroad Line.
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OHIO & MISSISSIPPI RIVERS
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BALTIC. Side-wheeler of 593 tons. Built at New
Albany, Indiana in 1857 for the Louisville-New
Orleans trade.Ran a historic race with the DIANA
in March 1858 which she won. Note Wharf Boat Agent's
marking.Cover is postmarked at Cairo on the Missi­
ssippi April 27,1858, the month following the race.
She was dismantled in 1867 and her engines went into
the BISMARCK. See below •

•

"""~-LL~~C.~I I
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BISMARCK. Side-wheeler of 1,450 tons. Built at Carondelet.Missouri
1n l867. Her engines were taken from the BALTIC <See above). She
operated 1n the St. Louis & New Orleans trade. Was lost in 1877.
Cover is postmarked at New Orleans in the 1870's.
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The DIAMOND LO LINE was organized by Joseph "Diamond Ja" Reynolds
in 1867. It opera ted in the Upper Miss iss ippi trade unt i 1 1911 , when
it was acquired by the STRECKFUS LINE. Reynolds was born in 1619 and
died at his Arizona gold mine in 1891.
The "'l\RY HORTON was a 4!i6 ton ~tern-wheelerbuilt at DUbuque in 1880.
The boat was named for Reynold I s wife whose maiden name was Mary
Morton.In 1896 while plying bet ....een St.Louis and Memphis the MARY
MORTON struck a snag near the Grand Tower and became a total loss.

The DIAMOND JO was a 242 ton stern-wheeler built at
Woodman on the Wisconsin River in 1863.About 1860
her machinery was removed and placed in the 244 ton
JOSEPHINE thus ending her days on the Mississippi.

The handstamps of the two boats on the two freight JOSEI'H REYi'OLDS
bills of lading are not known on covers.

,,;'EA"'E~

MAR'! MORTON.

JUL 16 1888
!Y'

,-'""­
JO

JO REYNOLDS,_._ G 101 ..........

FAEO. A. SILL,
Cr... rRAL OHICI

,S,AAC P. I,.U4

E. M. DICKEY,
s .. 0 ... r ..... A,,",,~."..; •..._~,...
PU8UOIUE

t!£l~y

L D, IUCH .... RDSO"', """"'. ell" auo

K. \NATC;O"'. ""..nt, l"'ew " rio

'Qi
\

nd th~ NORTHWEST

nd MISSISSIPPi RIVER
j\ FREIGHT ROUTE bet....een CHICAGO

v· C, &. N W Ry's AIR LINE to FULTON

cf

Mark and Consign Goods care C, & N.·W, R'yand <JQ:> Line, via FULTON,

1
~~~"~rn~n~CVI

.l/~J)" ~r. D -fULTON' •

I~_~ ~ ~ ~.' ~~UL~3TI~A~~

••os. Ge~.,.1 M-._
"'.W~,Il,1..

,
J<- REYN

SPEC! AL :-:OTICE
I... 01 "UCHUlflll[ _ TI'" ".J:. .-....._ .,.. -"'''-..:r. - ~lI.L

U,,\~, _ ...... I UT'.~L.' lot I

.." -""ooij'" -
W G WOO G.n' r .. chl A,..nt.

ITI.T"".

, . .
NOTICF TO R\lIPpr'RS

..... ".. '-'...,.'

-----lIABX--'.-------:hr F11EilGRT Il.!:d CRAll.GES as per :BILL-LADING.

TriP No Received Poyment.
Clerk.



Upper Mississippi River
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DUBUQUE. Large stern-wheeler originally built
at Cincinnati in 1879 as the PITTSBURGH. Her
superstructure was destroyed by a tornado at
St.Louis in 1896. The hull was purchased by
the Diamond Jo Line, taken to an Upper Missi­
ssippi yard, and rebuilt and renamed DUBUQUE.
In 1919 she was converted to an excursion boat
and thus ended her days.

I

Sir.

(D,l/e)

TlipNo. ~~ B.L sJ/.?

To Diamond Jo Line Steamers, Dr.

~d"'; :;':;'

.z;m:..::: ..

Il£TW.l:lS

THt OlU fU:I.IABLE

St. Louis and St. Paul.

MAil;" .

JAY MORTOt';, Prl'~IJ('nt,

JOliN KllI.EI:'i, Sur.mnt nJ,mt.
Gelwral Office, T. L'l'1'-.

1:''''''(" P. "'U~K. (j<'.lll\~ight A.. t

_ e?4 H;1
-¢/;<!



UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER

SHENANDOAH. Side-wheeler
of 179 tons. Built at
Brownsville.Pa. in 1848.
Both items shown are
Bills of Lading used in
1854.The Shenandoah was
lost in 1856.
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~~NSooN. Side-wheeler of 171 tons. Built at Cincinnati in 1839
for the Mississippi trade. She was abandoned in 1842.The cover
shown was carried by the MONSOON from Louisiana,Missouri, on
the Upper Mississippi, to Saint Louis.
Letter is dated August 15,1839 and was received on the 20th.

,
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STEAMBOAT ROUTE AGENT MARKINGS

"c

St. Louis & Memphis Mail Route May 21,1864

8, BERliUI'11IEX I: BON,

POR'r GIBSON, 1Ii,_,

VICKSBURGH & NEW ORLEANS HAIL LINE RrVER ROOTE
May 21,1873



OHIO & MISSISSIPPI RIVERS

TI". or .... " •• TI .......

~ /7(r:_~~/~/~
~ tf' ~(A'-r1't'L. -

/((0/'/

INDIANA. Side-wheeler of 1,527 tons. Built at Madison,Indiana
in 1865 Cincinnati-New Orleans trade. She was rebuilt in 1874
and sank the following year on September 7,1875. Cover was
postmarked at Cairo June 2.1869. Stamp has been moved in order
to show the imprint of the boat.
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BOREAS No.2. Side-wheeler of 222 tons. Built at Pittsburgh in 1845
Operated out of St.Louis,in the Upper Mississippi trade,until she
was abandoned in 1847. Cover carried from St.Louis April 5,1845 to
Keosaqua, Iowa Territory.

EXPRESS. Side-wheeler of 192 tons. Built at West Elizabeth,Pa.
in 1850. Operated in the Upper Mississippi trade until she was
lost in 1855. Item shown is a folded Bill of Lading, for "Five
Kegs of Liquoe" and other merchandise, dated at St.Louis May
31,1851.
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KEOKUK PACKET COMPANY. Letter written by John S.
Mc Clune the president of the company. Dated ~t

Saint Louis on June 10,1872.



,

OHIO & MISSISSIPPI RIVERS

•
,

•

PACIFIC. Side-wheeler of 603 tons. Built at New Albany,lndiana
in 1857. Operated in the New Orleans-LoUisville trade.Lost in
1860. Cover is used from Cairo, Illinois on the Mississippi in
the late 1850 period .
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PACIFIC Side-wheeler of 572 tons. Built at
Elizabeth,Pa. in 1850. Operated in the St.
Louis and New Orleans trade. Lost in 1854.
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WAR EAGLE. Side-wheeler
of l55 tons. Built at
Cincinnati in l845 for
the Upper Hississippi
and St.Croix River
trade.She was converted
to a barge in 185l.
Cover shown is a folded
Bill of Lading,dated at
Saint Louis on April 7,
l846,for merchandise to
be delivered at the
Port of Stillwater on
the St.Croix. The
delivery was made just
10 days up river from
Saint Louis. At the time
Stillwater,Hinnesota was
in Wisconsin Territory.
Hinnesota Territory was
not formed until 1849

PEMBINAW. Side-wheeler
of 237 tons. Built at
Brownsville,Pa. in 1857
for the Northern Line
Packet Company. She
operated in the Upper
MissisSippi and St.
Croix River trade.
Converted to a barge
in 1867. Cover is post­
marked at Quincy,lli.
on March 26,1860. Narned
after the town of
Pembina,North Dakota,
which is pronounced
PEMBINAW. She is
carried on boat regis­
tration lists as
PEHBINA. •

::s ",rlj, .. rn j ,Ill .. '.rue._
day 1·a<·1,..~

PElIIBINAW,
C,j,J"J'. T. ll.oG:IUJ'l'l'l'lL
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STELLA WHIPPLE. Stern-wheeler of 90 tons. Built at Eau Claire,
Wisconsin on the Chippewa River. Owned and operated for the
La Crosse & St. Paul Packet Company on the Upper Mississippi &
Chippewa Rivers until abandoned in 1868 .
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VICKBURG. Side-wheeler of 635 tons. Built at New Albany,
Indiana in 1857. Operated in the New Orleans trade until
she was lost. The Lytle List reports the boat as being lost
in 1863, but the cover shown above indicates that the boat
was still in operation in 1864.
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FAME. Side-wheeler of 285 tons. Built at Pittsburgh
~827 for the New Orleans trade. She was abandoned
in 1831. Item shown is a steamboat ticket for passage
from New Orleans to Trinity on December 20,1827.

,

OHIO RIVER ROUTE AGENT MARKING. Letter is dated
at Louisville on June 8,1852.
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St. ANGE. Side-wheeler of 254 tons. Built at Saint Louis in 1849 for Captain
Joseph La Barge for the Upper Missouri trade. She was at Saint Louis at the
time of the great steamboat fire of May 17, 1849, but was able to avoid the
disaster. In 1850/52 she was in the employ of the American Fur Company.
She was lost in 1854.

Letter written on board the St. Ange, under date of "Missouri River
April 12th, 1849~, by a west-bound Forty-Niner. He writes to his wife: "One can
hardly form an idea of the immense nLSh to California. Every boat is loaded to

the waters edge ... There is gambling a plenty of it on board all these western­
at any rate the Missouri boats. 13th They stop runing nights on account of the
immense quantity of driftwood. We have just SLoped to bury a man who died
on board. 16th We are now most arrived at. St. Joseph.~ He goes on to report
the death of his fellow townsman of the Cholera and asks his wife to break the
sad news to Luther's wife. "SL Joseph April 17th We have Just arrived ... At this
place and Independence (there are) 5 or 6000 teams: The writer, JA Gooding,
did get to California overland, and later he returned to his family in Illinois,
via Panama.
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MINNEAPOLIS. Side-wheeler of 650 tons built at Pittsburgh
for the Northern Line Packet Company in 1869. Both covers
were postmarked at towns along the Mississippi· Hannibal.
Missouri and Reeds Landing,Minnesota about 1869-70 period.
The Minneapolis was wrecked in the ice gorge at St.Louis
on January 30,1884.

NORTHERN LINE PACKET

JIINNEAl'OLIS,
~. B. RRODBS, w. W. VANDYKE,

CI~rloi:_
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ANDREW JACKSON. Side-wheeler of 229 tons. Built at Cincinnati in
1845 for the Ohio River trade. She was lost in 1850.

.

OLD HICKORY. Side-wheeler of 445 tons. Built at Louisville in 1845
for the Ohio River trade. Abandoned in l8S0.She was given the nick­
name of President Andrew Jackson.
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CHAMPION. Side-wheeler of 676 tons. Built at Cincinnati in 1858.
Operated in the New Orleans-St.LOUIS trade until lost in 1863.
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