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StMUIOLII: IlfOIAN WAR YLORIDA 1841

~ Fort Shannon 2 March 1841
My Dear Cot. Yourl at the 22nd Ult.I have the plealure at receivlng.I IIl1v.
long cealed to call tllte Indh.n Hunt ·var~ . Tile only vllY it can be terllinll_
ted II by negotiatton,' I trult the prelent one viII not be brOken in upon
tor lo.e tt.elit the Indlllnl Ihould run oft.theetrortl of negothtion
Ihould not ceil II/ If they ClUl be kept qui te during the lu_r lIuCh ... 111 be
gai ned; good t.i th .hould be kept ... i th thell; i t i. the very "'Ol'lt poli cy to
deceive all. Indian. I r.gl'et that I a. not in a litulltion to all 1st in the
pacific _alur.l. I ...ould ...ery cheerfully do 10 if I ...ae. The pilln 1 vould
purlue ...ould be to Icout on the 11ne troll thil to FOl't Fllnning tor 10_ tven_
ty .ilel on ••ch lide of the road •• vithdl'lI'" all the troopi tro. the interior
.xcept On the .lIltern Atlilntic COlllt •• let Ule Indianl underlt.nd thllt 1111
caught vithtn the boundllrie. prelcribed ...ould be trellted a. ene.i.l.
My cO_llnd i ••uch reduc.d by dilellse. but I trUlt they ... ill regll in thei r
h.lllth here. I hllve left One co.pany at FOl't Mellon, this POllt Ihould be
kept up lit II grellt Illcrifice.

I receiv. vith grellt plealure the _ssllge froll Generai (Winfield] SCOtt.
The greatelt pain hili been tllken to prejudice lIillllgllinlt _. but I trult he
il convinced h. hili be.n .illntor.ed;but hil polltion betor. the people tor
the high.lt Office in our country prevented _ fro....riting hi. long lince.
My notionl lIight ha...e been .tlconltrued _ no _II. Clln lay ... ith the Ihildo... of
!.!.!!!.!! I hllve evel' uttered a e,lllble 6el'C)gatory to hi. ailln officel' or "II..
I int.od to go nOrth tn the Iprin\l ....heo t trust I Ihllil hllve the ple••ure of
_eUng hi•. [Scott] L:--:;: r---..

Very trUly yourl~ / .....

Col W.J.Worth/8th Intt/711lpa ' ~ _ H~/---

•

Let tel' carried by .111 til ry CaUl' lel' tro. Fort Shannon. all. the St. Johons
River lit Pa1atkll to TllllPll SlIy.CoI.David E.Tvlggl.co_anding the 2nd
Dragoonl .... r i tel to 10'11. J . Worth, 8th Infantry. on the pOlli bl•• tl'a tagy
tor the Sellino1e Indian war. He alao lIentions Gent.Scott running tor
president - "the highelt Office in our country" .Genl.Worth co_anded
the Flrlt Divilion and T... iggl the Second .... rmy ot Invalion.in the war
with Mexico 1847.Both vere otficers in the war of 1812.Twiggs joined
the Contederilte St.at.es army a. a Maj .Genl.in 1861. He died JUly 15.1862.
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ANNEXATION OF T£%AS 1845
TAYLOR ORDERED TO CORPUS CHRISTI

Li eut.. ! srael B. Ri cha rdaon "'r 1tes to h 1s fa ther from -Fort Jessup, La. Jul y 2nd
'45-, •.. we au' getting ready for II. Harch - Orders have at length arrived for
the troops to enter TeJl;Oi!ls,as 800n lUI the results of the Texan convention is
knovn.which _eta on the fourth of JUly _ Their Congr.ss has Uready decided
unanl_Dusly thoat ..nnexaticn shall pass - This result was brought .
ilMledlately fro. Washington Texa$ to this post _ Lieut..Lay [George W.] 6th
Int has just arrived here direct fro. Washington D.C. with dispatches for Ceni.
Taylor - Genl Taylors instructions frolll our Sec.of War,are to proceed lIith the
3d and 4th Intanty and 2nd Dragoons, to some point on the Gulf and enter Texas as
soon as the results ot the convention is made Ienown to him _ Gcnl.T"ylor has an
order publ1shed yelterday tor the 4th Intty to proceed day atter tomorrov by
vater from Grillnd Ecore to N.Orleans Barracks by vater and then avait tor turther
orders - Also an order for the 3d Regt. to proceed to the same place by v"ter
i_ediately illnd then avait further orders - The Dragoonsv111 .... rch by land on
their horse! - The Infantry are expected to remain at N,Or1l'tlns BarraCks betveen
tour days and a veek, for the purpose of storinll all their baggage at that post or
vlth the Quarter-master in the City,and also tor the purpose ot shipping troll the
Red River bOatS,lnto larger ones - It is only 24 hours sail trom N.Orleans to
Galveston,and in three weeks at most,ve shall be upon the Rio del NOrte .Capt.
Stock tons fleet mounting 160 guns in .. II, i ... Iso v.. iting orders at Galveston
Both Regts.ot Infty are nOli ful1.1 deeacn..ents ot recruit. having arrived with
in 2 ..,onths troll N. York - The Regts are e"ch,about SSO strong including r ..nk and
tile _ There ia a report also thllt the 3d artillery i. under orders tor Texas - The
report that Genl.Ar1ata (M.. riano) lias consentratinq the Mexicans in torce tor
the purpose of occupying the Country EaSt ot the Rio Grande and West ot the Neuces
[river] ,turns out to be correct. tram the intormation recieved by travellers
coming trom that part ot the Country - Capt Waggaman [George G.] U.S.Artillery has
been dispatched to Washington Texas tor the purpose at intorllling Genl.Taylor ot
the time vhen the Convention ot De11gates of the several Counties,agree to annex
"tion - As It h only 250 mile. to Wlllihington their lieat ot governllent and a. their
convention is expected to agree i_ediately,by the 10th of July ve lIay be at
GalVe5ton on the 15th at tarthest - Our Regt.alrcheli tor Grand Ecore On the 6th
............... I . B. Richa rdson~

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
The Texas Congress accepted annexation to the U.S. illS a atate on July 4,1845.
General Taylor landed a torce near Corpus Christi on July 25th .On Harch 8, 1846
he issued his proclamation for the Occupation of Te:xas to the Rio Grande River.
SEE original copy in this collection.
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TilE WESTERN MAILS

PALO ALTO 18<'16

Capt.. Char I es H. Larnard. 4t.h reglment.. reports t.o Col. Et.han Allen HI tchcock on
the battles of May 8 and 9t.h.at Palo Alto and Resaci!l de III Plllml.wdtten on the
captured letterhead of t.he Mexican "General en Cefe" 5 dillYI lifter the tvo
battles.

Hy dear Col You vIII have .een long ere this reaches you lIccounta of Our
11.:cce•• in the papers. It haa not been in my pover however to vrite looner.
It va. with sOllie difficulty that I llot off letter. to.y fa.l1y.No doubt hov
ever you have some one of your own regll1ent vho has been .ore pro.pt .This
paper v.... as you .....e by the heilldiDg.part of Gen1 [Kariillno} Aristll' s staff
bi!lllgllge - I thought you _ight lilte to hllve II sbeet of it. Since the battles
[Palo Alto and Resaca de la Pal.a.May 8th and 9th} all has been quiet.Genl.
Taylor h still at Pt Isabel where he vent on the llth.We lire enclllllped on our
old po.itions.we have reports that reinforcements are on thev.y t.o join the
enemy, but for the present hi. a rillY is completely disorganized.The battle
lIaa von without an order or a maneuver from the Genl.Solely by the impetu
o.ity and daring of officer. LllIen.The 8th. 5th 5. 4th. lost most kjlled 5. voun
ded Ifter the Dragoons.Hay [Capt.Charle.} had ninUlllen •• corpor.l and an
officer killed in his squadrone;hia charge vas the 1lI0.t brilUant and dash
ing thing of both days.the enemy made no .tand .... except in sllllil parties
here lind there.At the first dlly the principal credit belongl to Duncan [Capt.
Jamel,Light artillery] and the artillery in general; the 5th repUlsed a
charge ot [Mexican] lancers but the remainder of the Intantry hlld little to
do but. to lie Gtill and be shot at-The enemy lost from7 to 800 in killed and
vounded in this tirst action,the battle of "Palo .... lto" (High Stick) - There
IIhole 10•• on both days in killed wounded and prisoner. 11 not less than 1500
probably 1lI0re.lllany llIen drovnded be.ide. in svilling the river [RioGrllnde]in
their flight. Had the tOlln [Mat.allloros] been su...oned that night I have
little doubt it vould have surrendered.Of the eight pecles of artillery tak
en.six 6 pdIJ 5. tvo 12s.all but t.hree lIere loaded vith canniIJter, I drev the
10adIJ vith my ovn hands the next day; t.hey vere all bra$$ guns and very good.
though the carriages vere old 5. clulIllJy.their artillery vas veIl served and
arllled vith much precision.Their IJhell. vere throvn vlth llreat precisior.
aft.er a Uttle prectice.but they usually st.ruck and .i.ed before bursting.
and most of thelllvere copper or llun _tal,very .any did not burst at all.Our
garrison tired avay 2/3 their a_unition on the tirst day and vere unable
art.ervards to return the enemies fire for tear ot an a ••ault,the 18th had only
120 round. per gun. The ofticer. vho vere exchanged say that Genl (Pedro de]
_pudia vas t.he tirst to recro•• t.he river and that i_ediately on hIs lIrrival
he chllrged .... rista vith haVIng sold the .... r.y.Genl La Vellll 1••ald to be the only
one in vholll they had confidence and he certainly acted .ost gallantly and va.
taken by (ClIpt] May' standing betveen the vheels of a gun and defending hllll
.elf lIgainst several dragoons. Lincoln (Capt George,kl1led Feb.23,1847 at the
battle of Buena Vista l of the 8th [regillent] CUt dOlln tva MeX1Cllns vith his o'oln
hand ,one of vholll had tirst severely 1I0unded Jordan [Lt.Ch.rles 0.) of the sallie
Regillent. I do not attempt glvinll you any connected .ccount of the actions
because you vi 11 see the off ic ial report lis sOOn as you do th Ill ..... more complete
victory va. never gained against the Same dispairty of force. had present been
sharper large bodies would h live surrendered,but our lIIen vere worn out and
could not fOllOW far l hope you llIay soon be able to join Ull again.l miss
you constantly in spite of the estrangement which for sOllie time you had seemed
to feel.! do not think from all I can learn that Morris [Lt.Levis N. ,killed on
Sept.21.1846 at battle of Monterey]· did your regiment justlce,but of this
you 11111 knOll more than 1. trUly yours I C."
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TIlE WESTERN MAILS

Hitchcock sUffered frolllchronic diarrhea 1Il0st of his life and had gone back to
St.Loui_ to be treated by the fallloulil arllY surgeon Dr.William Beaulllont.Beaulllont
had resigned in 1839 and vas in private practice at the time of this letter.
While stationed at Fort Mackinac,in 1822.he treated Alexis St.Hartin,a young
Canad i an, vho had been vounded in his s ide by a shotgun blast. Al though St. lola r tin
survived, the "filltula"expo_ing the interior Of the stolllach never closed but
developed a flap of skin that could be pushed aside. Thus Dr. Beaulllont vas able
to ob8erve the ..ction or the stolllach and the gastric juices over a period or
years. His published obervationa constitute the greatel;t contribution ever
lIIade to theknovledge of gastric digestion.Beaulllont vas a great triend ot both
HitchCOCk and Robert £.Lee.Hedied in 1853 and St.Martin in 1873.
·Although May vas given credIt tor the captllre of La Vega,it wa_ Col.Belknap and
the 8th Infantry vho shOUld have got the credi t
*Lt.Morris took over co_and of the 3rd Infantry tro. Hitchcock. In 1847 Scott
brought Hitchcock back a_ his Inspector General for the invasion ot Mexico.
!'forris va_ killed at the battle or Monterey.



TilE ~"TEItN l\WLS

W.W.S.BLISS TO ETHAN ALLEN HITCHCOCK JULY IB46.

"Hatammoros,Mex.! July 23 1846
My dear Col. I had just completed a hasty sketch of our route to Sa 1 t i 110
and was doubting which of sever <11 correspondents to send it to,when your kind
favor of June 29th settled thematter,and I wondered that I should have hesit
ated a monment. I am much gratified at the lively interest you have taken
in my own personal fortunes as connected with ou:o <lff<li:os in Hay and viII nov
tell you all about the tate at the "little so:orel."Soon after the enemy opened
his b<ltte:oies upon our line On the 8th [Palo Alto),I vas despatched vith <In
order to the 5th Int<lntry on the ext:oeme :eight.On my way thithe:o I S<lV Lt.
Ridgely's [Randolph,killed by a fall from his horse strik:ing his head) mare
standing in front of the battery with her 10~'er jaw shot off - the first blood
shed I witnessed. On my return from the right flank I discovered that my horse
was bleeding <It the nose <lnd ascertained that he had been grazed by a ball ,but
not enough so to disable him. Not long after I joined the Gener<l1 [T<lylor] ou:o
group moved to the right and when about in rear of the center a cannon ball
comming obliqualy from a Mexican b<lttery on the left struck my horse in the
lett shoulder and came OUt at his brest - He instantly fell vithme,but rose
<lg<lin to his feet when unS<lddled.As he evidently could not live I caused him
to be shot to put him out of misery. The Gener<ll W<lS on my left and about a half
length in rear <It the time - the ball passed just in front of his horse [Old
Whitey] - was on my right. This b<lll seems to have been r<lther a stray
One _ <It any r<lte we were under no heavy fire;but late in the afternoon,the Gen
eral So his staff were exposed to a fire ...hich it is almost miraculOUS that they
all escaped. Capt .May {Ch<lrles] vas in motion vi th his squadron [dragoons]
and formed <I conspicuous "'<Irk for one of the enemy's batteries. The Gene:oal h<ld
just been indicating to Capt.H. the direction which he ... ished him to take for a
particular pu:opose,when several guns "'ere opened upon themass and fired in
the most rapid succession. The General ... ith his staff &. escort was exactly in
the r<lnge <lnd ... <lS exposed to gre<lt d<lnger.One ball passed between the legs of
his horse and Idlled that of his orderly - others strUCk May's squadron, and
...ounded several men & killed h<llf <I dozen horses. Excuse me for these
perusal details _ they h<lve been invited by the interest you seem to t<lke in
the partiCulars Of the engagement. I could supply many more had I sOme time and
patience. But they will keep until lte meet <lgain. H<lny of those ...hich appear
the papers are altogether apocryphal - others <lre distorted,and I have scar-
cely seen a sensible account of either affairs. The troops are now in mot-
ion for Camargo ...here a depot is to be est<lblished from which lte sh<lll move up
the v<llley of the S<ln Juan to Monterey - The 1st and 2nd Brigades are or soon
will be in position at th<lt point tobe followed by the 3rd in a few days. Genl
Worth (Wm.J. J retains command of the 1st Brigade.! suppose Genl Tltiggs [David
E.] (Heaven save the Hask !)? ...ill have the 2nd Brigade,and Col. Smith (P.F.)
lthose 10'015. are going home, the 2nd. The cavalry will Came under Sumner [E.V.,
Major] who ought to corne to the 2nd Drag[oons} as M<ljo:o.Major Munroe [John] is
constituted "chief of artillery" .The volunteers (12 nelt men) have been
Brigaded by the President [Polk] and have their Oltn generals. Genl Harmer
(Thomas L. ,d ied Dec. 2, 1846, presen ted a sltord by Congress, posthumously, for
gallant service],the Ohio Brigadier,is here,and seems to be <I clever man.Maj.
Genl. W.O. Butler of Ky [Kentucky) is to com"'<lnd the Ky & Tenn. troops - an old
regu1a:o ottice:o <lnd ve:oy competent m<ln,<lS lte le<lrn. Governor HendeCl,lOn of
Texas is muste:oed as Major General of the Texas VOlunteers. The vo1s. from
Louisiana,Alab<l",a & Missouri which were mustered for six months are all to be
dil!lch<lrged at the end ot three under instructionl!l from the Secretary of War
indeed a po:otion of them~ot <lliowed to have been leg<llly in srvice at all.
Many of these VOlunteers are anxious to go home but others are not ,and among
them <lnd the officers gene:O<llly this proceeding creates much mortification.
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But the President.under the la.... has no other course. and the LouisIana people
lIIay thank Genl.Gaines [Edmund P. J for bringIng the... Into thIS scrape. Genl.
Taylor requlred frolll La. four reglilents of Infantry. for the longest perIod
authorized by la ... _ the last clause being Intended to cover the case of ne'"
leg Isla t i on a t Washington. such as ",a 5 actua lly had soon a t tel'. Genl. Ga i nes
ho"'ever calls for heaven knows how many regiments - not only from La, but AloJb
ama. HI 5S i S5 I ppi • Kentucky &, Hi .soud. and all for 51)\ ilion ths. a perl od en tierl y
unknown to law. Such of these extra regllllentli as had actually left for the
seat of ",ar before a countermand could re.ch the..... re accepted by the pres
ident for three months - but the other ....hich ca.e 1n - t"'O regIments fro.
L•. ". b.ttalion fro.. Al.ballla •• re decl.red to be ln serVlce .g.lnst la..- .nd
c.nnot be paid out of .ny existing oappropriation. The 12 .anths vOlun
teers .re r.pidly cOllling in. IS regiment••nd a b.tt.lion .re destined for
this point" .ome three or tour regilllent. for San Antonio. Ceneroal [John Eo)
WOOL who cOlZUZlands the column intended to operate from San AntonIo to.... rds
Chi huahua. i s placed under General Tay lors orders. b1,l t Cenl. [Stephen wa t tli )
Kearny acts under Independent orderli from the Covernment and ... ill not report
to Genl. T. unless circuIIIstances should bring hill ... ithin our sphere ....hich he
... ill no doubt t.ke care to avoid. [Kearny operated independently In Se... Mexico
and Californl.j. SteoalllboiltS are plying in the river [Rl0Crand.] as high
oJS Ca..argo but ... Ith considerable difficulty - fro. that point our tranl,port
ation inland IIIUSt be by ....gem••nd pack lIIule•. The G.neral eXp<fcts • column say
of 6000 lIIen to Monterey;a larger force cannot well be sub.isted frolll our o ...·n
depot.He hope. to find at Soaltilloa country affording sOllie resources to his
army and ... ill in that case brlng for ...ard •• moJny troops as csn be subsisted.

I think the Mexicans may meet us once more - perhaps in great force. It is
said that [Mariano.General] ...ho is no'" President (elected byCongrellll) Is
movinq north ... Ith a large arlllY and will give us battle near Monterey. It lIIay De
that .... shall have no general attllir but only a liuccession Of mInOr efforts to
hold partIcular poInts. The sketch I send you is copied tram a .IlanUScrlpt
...ap found alllong Genl. [Ma-rlano l AristoJ·. pa-pers a-nd I have represented on it in
a mode sillliloir to that on tholt map the chain of the SIerra Hadre and the defile
through ...hiCh the rout. fro. MOnterey to Saltillo passes. With the exceptiol
of •••.•• mounta Ins. it is not unI i ke sOllie of the passes in Verlllont and lIlay be
defended to advantage at particular points _ "Ls rinconada" beIng one.! think
"'e llIoJy look tor opposition in this deflle,lf ve do not encounter it at Monterey

What of meditation or or adjustlllent? I have seen the remarks of Mr.[Daniel)
Webster in the Senate and only ... ish they had came frolll the other side [Webster
"as a- iihig] that they Ilight have 1I0re influence ... Ith the President {Polk vas a
DeJ:locrat). Atter all it seems tome that the voice ot the senate must have great
weight. Co_ander Hacken:Eie [Alexander Slidel •••• Mutiny of U.S.S.SOlllers in
thIS collection) of the Navy arrived here a fe" day. ago frolll Havoana and had /I

con f ident ial interview ... i th the Cenera 1. The camp ot course is fIlled "'1 th
rUlllourll in rega-rd to his mlssion.1 have reason to believe thllt his co....uni
coJtions to theCeneral "'ere Important.He left ilZUZlediately for the north."

The General'S son (Richard]" is ... ith us and if hi. health permit ... iII go as
far as Monterey. I am agreeably disapointed in him. He 18 ...ell educated and
sensible,and not adverse to talking of bOOks and kindred topics. He has hoad an
expenence tar beyond his year. and seem. to have lost the freshness usual at
hi sage (2 i I . The General' s f allli 1y will probably spend the siCk ly months at
Fort Pike [La.) Or perhaps Biloxi [Hiss.]. Young Tilylor desires hi. respects
to yOIl. 1 hear tho not officially. of Illy appointlllent in the stilff as
Major [b...·t.lII8j.a a g 7 July 1846J.W"hile 1 alii gratified ...ith this Iluch of dist_
inction and particularly so on account of Ily 1II0ther and friends. I confess that
it does not bring the elation ...hich It ought.and does not reconcile me any the
more to a prOfession which has lost all its charms for me. I long for the time
when 1 shall be able to settle once more to books and litudy - theee is so much

undone that 1 wish to do. Again I regret that I receive this promotion at the
expense of Schn vel' (Capt. Edmund. res Igned J ul y 31 , 1846. la tel' MoJj . Genl . CI v I 1
i\"ar, Oi ed Feb. 10, 1899] ,.t whose lluggest Ion I was or ig i nally ilppoi nted in the
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adj\ltant General's dept. 8\1t lIy position here COlllpelS lIIe to accept what \lnder
other circ\lmatanclitsl sho\lld probably find it expedient to decline. The
General is pestered with all sorts of presents and complimentary letters."PalO
AltO" hats, India r\lbber pO\lchs and even boxes at patent lIIediclne are slltnt hill
a.nd m\lst all be acknowleged. B\lt his greatest torlllent is the Presidential
q\lestion.Every IlIllil brings letters frail ~ll part~ of the Unlo,n on that I.Ub1ect
one desiring to know whether hisvievs COlncide vlth Hr. Clay s [Henry).another
advlsing hi .. not taco_it hlilself by vrltin<] long letters, and vllrnlng hill
againat thla one and that one, b\lt 1111 a"ying he can be r\ln In If he wlil. He
replies to all theae that he hila no vlevs to the Presidency - thllt he i.
opposed to the elevation to that ottice at any 1l111t"ry chiet - and thllt abave
1111 he doe I not vi.h hi. nalllilt \I.ed in IIny 5\1ch connection vhile operating in
the field _ liS It Ilight inspire the Govt. vlthdistr\l!:!t and impair his \lseful
ness. {Pre•. Polk vas at the opposite p"rty of both Scott lind Tllylor and tor
that reason VllS \lnhllppy vi th both~.Depend upon it ,he has no higher a ..bl tlon
than to retlre to the boSOIl of his family. I cannot believa. thllt he vill ,ufter
himself to be brouo"t Fnrv.. rt! ........... ntlI tI .. t.e "ntler anv cir6u.stances
1 deeolv rearet a. do all our triend. t.hat. your health still continue••o sha
ttered. 1 truly hope that the autumn viii revive the tone at your .yste. and
bring you back to u•• {See Larnard to HitchCOCk in t.his collectlon1 In the Man
t illle Ma jar I "Ill." .• died at wounds OCt. Jl st recei ved at bat tle at Honterey I

tlile Hajor !.ear [10'11.10'. ,died or wound a OCt.Jlst recelved at battle of HOnt.erey}
co.....and. the Jrd vith a good deal at effiClency and Iluch to the .atlstactl0n of
aOlle at ita best ottlcerl. It is very long since 1 have heard tro. any of
the Latimer tamily,but I hope before II qreat while to hear trO.SOM of the•.
Should you vrite,or see any of the. In the ellst plea!:!e .ake.y very kind regards
00 the .ame al.o to Hr.lrwin if this let.ter should find you still In St.Louis
Which I hardly expect. Since co_encing this sheet. we have hellrd troa
Callargo that our troops hllve been extrellely veil recevied at that place - that.
[General Antonio) Canale" followers h;td left. hlll;tnd Cllrvajue would doubt.less
calle in. i t I nvi ted. As [Genl . Har lano J Arist.1I has been disgraced by hi s govern
lIlent, it would surprtse me if he could be .;tde of use to us In etfecting a seper
ation of their northern provinces. TheCeneral viii not. hesitate to e ..ploy such
means If likely to prove succestul. I have vrltten a long and perhllps
tedious letter. but 1 could not vellll;tke it. shorter. I hope you vlll tind your
self able to an.wer it in one at 1II0derate length•..... W.to.S.Bliss

Lt.Col.£.A.Hltchcock.Jrd Intantry.

P.S. The General JOlns lie tn klnd WIshes tor your health,and regrets for your
own sake and that ot the service that you ;tre compelled tobe absent. Field
of f icers at helld Ilnd act i v i ty are rare enough. 10'.10'.5. B. "
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"Houth of the Rio Grange,July 31,1846

Dear Hary. lie ..arched here day before yesterday .and have been ever since en_
call1ped on the banks of the river about tllO hundred yards above the lllOllth - Our
situation Is very pleasant here 80 long as it continues dry \/eather,but if 10/8
should have a heavy raln,our cilmp ground "ill b..com.. a slIamp tllO f .... t deep In
mud - We sha 11 not rella In here more than three days longer I th I nk. We send a
detachment ot 200 lIlen In thelllornig to Burlta about ten miles up the river to
",l ..ar .. lIay II ",amp ground, so soon '''' the ground id cleilred v", shall march there
and rellain until veget drilled vhich 11111 not be tile about the l'Ilddle of
September. About that time th'" fighting \Ii 11 COmmenCe - This is the most
glorious cl1l11llte in the vorld; the sea bree1:e IIhich blovs all the time makes It
cool ilnd pleasant even In the middle of the day,,,nd at night a man cannot steep

( .... it.



comfortably without a blanket - last night the misketoes commenced for the
first time - tonight we Sh311 spre3d our Husketo bars - \ole are encamped right
at the vaters edge - my tent i.s not SIX feet from the vater - I ciln sit under my
tent ilnd c3tch ilS milny fish as r want _ Crilbs ilre abundant ,ve have them every
day for dinner. It would do you good to see us at dinner:sitting upon the gro
und ,each vith a big tinful of coffee Eo hard biscuit,and about h<llf <I pound of
fat bacon in the other - I dont think I vas ever as hungilry in il11 my life as I
W<lS d<ly before yesterday <lfter our march from Point Isabel here - The distance
is about nine miles,vith one river to ford _ we started at eleven ocloCk in the
formoon and arrived here a little after tvo in the <lfternoon,pitched our tents
<lnd had dinner cooked by three o;clock _ Mose [the COlored boy servant) makes a
very good cook and is a most excellent boy - He is the only servant we have,every
boy of the kind had been picked up along the river by the volunteers who had gone
before uS,and ve found it imposlJbile to get another servant of any kind - but our
regiment is now very healthy;there is nOt as many siCk as there vould be among
the S<lme number of prople almost <lnyvhere in Indiana .In fact I beleive that the
bankS of the Rio Grande are as healthy as the banks of the Ohio.We have not had a
case of sickness since ve arrived at Point IS<lble _ All that ve have siCk are
we brought here SiCk with us and they are all fast recovering. The country around
here is not very beautiful to the sight:on the sea coast vhite sand beaches miles
in eJltent meet the eye in all directions - On the bankS of the river.a 1010' flat mud
bottom extends as far as the eye can reach; the b"nks are not more than three feet
higher than the river, and have nothing but a tough grass groving upon them - ming
led with a species of ground cherry something like the kind that grows in lndiana,
but much larger and better pland. There are no inh"bit"nts here of any kind. As ...e
go up the river ho...ever I am told the country gets better,and around Matamoros
there is said to be a fine country. The river itself is very rapid, about t ...o hund
red yilrds vide,and the middiest ...ater I ever sa .... It m"kes most excellent coffee,
the mud being a good substitute for cream - By letting it stand a fe ... hours ... ith a
peice of prickly pear in it, it becomes very clear,,,nd is really a very excellent
Eo he<llthy water _ It is the only water we have:all the springs ilnd ...ells being full
of sal t, and not fi t to drink. Aug. 1,1846

... This afternoon vegot orders to milrch <lbout four o'clock,struck our tents
immediately and about eight o'clock this evening encamped at our present camping
ground about nine miles trom the mouth of the river - To..orro......e move back about"
mile to a high piece of ground in the chapparel,vhere we shall re..ain to drill for
about six lieekS _ We get plenty of fresh beef here for the trouble of shooting it
C"ttle are roming in the voods in great numbers without ovners, the Mexicans all
having left here _ The country about the mouth of the river is very singulilr in its
appearance, being perfectly level for thirty Or forty miles in every direction,and
not more than t ...oor three feet higher than the river - I lay in my tents ...here it is
nov pitched and dip vater out of the river - The land is not culterated ~nd is so
saturated with salt ...ater that I donot believe any thing could be raised upon it..
There "'as once a large city built upon the island at Point Isabel ...here lie first
encilmped but it "'ilS svept ilway by a hurricane and no traces of it ilre nov to be
seen.We meet every day lilrge numbers of the Louisiilna troops returning home,thelr
time being out - They all have their beards about six inches long,ilnd are really
the roughest looking specimens of human nature I ever sa .... I suppose however ...e
shilll notlook much better by the time ve have been here three months.Or.Arthur Is
is still at Point Isabel laying in his medicines, hospital stores Eo John Dann has
chilrge of the medical department during his absence, and gives universal satis
faction by the ...ay in lihich he discharges his duties _ I I had intended to fill out
this sheet before I quit vrltlng but it ie nov about midnlght,<lnd I am some...hat
tired and the letter must go at daylight - 00 not have the le"st uneasiness about
my health _ I never felt better in my life,and I do not believe there is a health
ier country In the ...orld _ Hilt desires to be remembered to somebody - Give my love
to ~ll enquiering friends,and ... rite at least once iI ...eek _ continue to direct your
letters to Point Isabel _ care of the Quartermaster - to ..e as Cilpt.of Company I.
3d Regimant of lndiana Volunteers yours affectionately T.w.Gibson"
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ETHAN ALLEN IIITCHCOCII
~West Point August lilt 1816

/'ly DOilr Brother J have reed your lettor of the 14th ult.&. I aekno.. ledqe you
have ..ritten both; most &. ISllt;but that is not saying lIIuch tor you. tor .... e both lllaln
ta i ned s i I ence qu i te too long. I n consequence of Illy letter to Sister !'lary. I can
give you no ne"s,all I have given her an exact i1ccount of all that has happened at
thilll place of any conlllequence to the fa.ily;therefore Illy design in this is to give
you a copy of the course ot studies which is to cOlllplete lIy Educiltion - a. (Ollows.-

United States/'lilitary ACllde.y We!'it PQlnt MilY 22nd 1816
The fOlloy1ng branches of Science 6. in.tructlon shall be considerd as compriung- a
coeplete cour.e ot Educa t 1on a t the 1'1111 tary Academy i1t lo:est poi nt. state of ".Yon:,
vi%. EngUsh 6. French La.nguage.; 5. the revie" of the Latin,o;, Greek unguag•• ;M,Hhe
mil tie.; M111 tary Dra.. i ng; Nil turill ,0;, Exper leentill Ph Ilosephy. I ncl ud) ng .... trQno.Y;
Engineering: Geography; History; Ethics; Military Instruction 5. The E..ord Exer
CIse.

1 Engl1sh Language.A course ot English shall consist of Engl1ch Gra_ar,o;, Co.p
osi tion .

• French Lilnguage.A cour.e of French shall consist In pronouncing the L.ngu ..ge
Tolerably.and trilnsliltiag fro. French &. English to English,o;, French w1th ilCCu
racy.

) Latin,o;, Greek Language.A course ot Latin &. Greek shall e_brace the revie .... of
the Latin a.nd Greek author. usually ta.ught In Acadde.lcs. So Ca.det aha.ll
co.pelled to t1tudy those Languages vho shall not ha.ve been ta.ught thee prev}
ous to his appoint_nt .

.. !'lathe.at1cs. A co.plete course of l'Iathe.atlcs shall e.bra.ce the fOllo'ling
branches ;vi%.. The Nature &. con.truction of Logarithes:and the use of t.!'le
table., "'lgebra. to InClude the solution of Cubic Equations and all the prece
dIn; ru les. Geo.etry. to 1nclude Plane &. Sol i d Geo.... try also Ilect I vs .. J'ropor
t ion.[ 1], and the constructi On of Geo.tr I cal Proble_s: Apllciil t ion of Algebra
to Geo.etry; Practical GeoMetry On the ground; MensuratIon of Pla.ne. 6. SOlld•.
Plane Tr iqonoeetry. vi th }t. ilppl ica. t.ion to surveyi ng &. .easur ing Heights ..
Distances: Spherical Trigono.etry ... Ith Its i1pplication to the Solution of
Spherical Problelll•. The doctrine of Infinite Series, Co.o (?] Sections .... ith
their application tol'lflitary and other Projectiles; nuctlons to be tauqht
i1nd .tudied a.t the option of the Profssor &. Student.
tira .. ing. A complete course of Dra ... ing shall inClude the eleMentary dra ... i.n<;l of
figure.: Rules" Practice ot Perspctive: Pleins &. Profiles of Perlla.nent F<:lrt·
iCication. ot every klnd;a. alsoof Field ...ork. &. Topogriilphiclll Plans.

6 Phi losophy. A complete course or Philosophy shall embrace the follOll1ng bran·
ches: v i:t The pr i nci pIes of /'lechani CS IIi th thei r general appli ca t I on; Hydrau·
lic., Pneulllatics.Optlcs; The Elelllents of Chelllistry.Electriclty Magnethe ..
AstronollY.

7 Engineerin9.A conplcte course of Engineering shall eebrace the fOllowing
bra.bches. vil' Military &. Civil "'rchitecture ,Perllilnent" Solid FortiClcllt
ions: Fieid-liorks g8nerlllly; Rulell for thecillculations of Labour ..
materials necessary for the construction of diferent kines of ..orks.also
rules tor the construction of all the appendages necessary in Field- ..orks;
The construction of /'lines &. •...•..... land the different ..odes or attacking
&. Defend! ng Fort i t l. ad places. al so Castra ..enta tl. ons [ the art of encanpment]

8 Geography. A complete course of geography shilll e ..braco the sOlution of the
:.everal problems of the spheres usually prefixed to t.he systems of GGography
by lIIGilnS of •.. Clobe.A knowledge 01' the grand Divisions of the Earth ,it the
ExtentBoundariell Relativel Situations of the Several Countries situated on
each of those grand Divisions.embracing like",ise It kmo.. ledlle of their natural
!'roductions ,Commerce, Manufactures,Government,Naval,o;, Militilry Strength,
rUlatlve importance IIlth usoof the lIIaps ..c.



10 Ethics. A courtie uf Ethics shall Include th", elements of Moral ScloJnce.<lls<
of Natural" PoUtlcal I.a ....

11111itary Instruction, Aco",pletecourse of Hilitary Instruction shall emb
race a general course of Tactics. A knOWledge of Infantry Duty to co..mlind
\11th the elelllentliry Drill or the SOldier.1i. to ioclud.. the dilleplineldlsclpUne
'" police of the Battalion & Pllitoon In all its p"rts. A l<nowledge Of Artillt<ry
Duty including the Artillery Orlll;Practlcal Gunnery", also the performance of
the rellular Duty of a camp.

~ Svord Exer iSL', nder the Sword Exercise shall be lnclud.. d tho.' Bro<ld '-WOld Exel
clse WIth the :ut" Thrullt or Sm"ll Svord either or botl according tQCirCl.llllst
ancell.

01,1 WIll plaInly see by tile above that I shall not be prBoted as soon a. YOll tlllnl< ~

<lm",s tllr trom wIshing it as any person. If you could Bake it convenient to lea ...e tlo....
b"tore the first Of next ..onth, I should like I t much better because of the ab.ence )f
the Cadets. I vlsh you by all _ans not to forget to fill your 1'runl< vlth Balks. Youngs
vorks for one.1. to brlng <Ill the Latin BOOks you h"l/e as T "'!II Determined to _earn t al
Langu<lge If possibl•. OQnt tolll In thllliast requellt. Gll/emy love to all the a. y
lell .!:iister Mary to wrlte me Ii. B"ke ~all. write .... _ Your .(tectIOnat. Broth.r

£thanA.Hit cek'
.$. I lJav..... rk.dwlth. x .1 ave studied,-

-
I

Posta"rked at -West Point August 2-1

ETHAN ALLEN IIITCItCOCK - 1798/1870 - gradu"t.ed froll West Point the ye.f before he
'v< ietterv<lS wrltte July '7.1817. He rose to ranK of C.pt<lln.nd frOB 'It

27 ....as aSSistant In trl -ter of Infantry tactics at the acadellY. In 182'.1 he "'" all•
.lndan t or cadets ha v i ng under h Is I nlitruct Ion Jefferson Davl Ii. Rober t E. Lee. \; ill i ollll

lellllilll olnd at-her Civil W.r ofrlcers of distinction. All <I _t.Col. of the 3rd Infoln
tory served In the Ind1an wars In Florid. and wlt.h Genl.Zachary Taylor'. arlllY of accll .

• t Ion 1n Max I Co in 1845. After a .hor t leave of absence becallse of I II hea 1 t.h. he ret
urned t.o MeXICO In time t.o serve as Inspector-general tOGenl.Winfleld Scott's Army of

ilVaGIOn in the conquest of Mexico 1847/48, He relligned in lB55 because at continllec
ill he"lt.h. In 1862 he Offered his lIervices because of t.he Civil war "nd was appolnt.ed
majOr-gt!neral of volllnteers serving until he was mustel"ed out Oct.I.1867,HltchcOCK'li
mother wall" daughter of the celebr"ted Revolutionary patriot Ethan Allen of Ticonder
oga. ,ell other lettel" Is this collection by Ilitchcock.
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fbill! Isabel, Tf!:lU.$
/01.11 MaJll~6

y"" IIill ~ 31l'1'lriJtd al tiM l"t'II"llSl Illal f am ""'" aboul W mak4 I h<n",
"....,. d<,.rlved of mJl ,,,uni bJi 0.-..1 TaJlIm' C<mIdy 1M A""II lien/, al'ld pI/W!!d III 1JM'eJ~.fi.>r 1J1/iJ£/ri"9 IJlld
end<'IJ~1('rillg W ,"",I my 1I",ylllra"gll ZQ(}() M«riro,..., .dM 50 dY/J{l'l.lQl'U - H~ aUt>ged c/u!rgt: <rg<I1...., "'" I
Il"denla lid ~ dUobtdlellO/l oft1nier4 Il'l all<lckll\9 - b1<1 f ,,<14 .n<.........ul'ldtd al'ld 1100 ,,;I!ler 10 IJI/iJ£k or IaJl<town
'"y nrm.<. ('"",I T,,_~lnr f10I ,"1"" 1"''''''''''11 pa.<.<i"" "I my rtry""l al'ld :<aId / IIad dl.~ IIi$ t1nier4 - /ul /ws
nifUl"-d. ,ne tin 11IV6:II;g.,ui"u 'w I" .........,,:w- m.~ 11';1,,,,,,'•.,.1,.,.,,11 Ih('MnJfI ,{da"fJ"T - ",. II ... 1'(f1l&'td 1Oj\<....U11 .....
"illl IJ lIyclla 'lI"'Ialld IIa11 , l'lOl'leQII '" W...,Ml'lyIQII 80 '''''1111$ W"r J)qN. ",igIIlorrlera oour1-II$/ws pIal:«lllM
de<~ II...... ,,'...... "'.. "" III <J/a" e.rpoclcd />nil/eM rw<la)p agIi.1 rtq1l..1ed 10 ~permilled W lab a "'....kef ,,,,d
go i,,10 UN ""l'l" ThiIJ /ulperemptorlly nifu.sed me alld i" IJwt """" ; ......Uillg ..... ,,"er". My .....I....._ a~~W
danger, alld II iIJ """" important lllal f s/wutd /uJVI!I al'l Im"""<1ial<! ;l'lVllSligaliolL ThILl Illy DoorSir _/IIIWlI Blk
you aid ill qffedillg IIQm$lrWmd Il'l Wasltlngton lOgo 101MJ'retid<o>II and ....klorall i"''''''''ia/'O;II ....tigaIWrl bya
COurt wmpt;>&ld of~ qftiM Army"""''''M a /"...Iliar wilh "'II ro.w. "'" djJJ'lCU-lly ;"10 get a rourl III II.....
10 enablol ...... 10I~ part in tiM ~Ii<m' (ping hero!. The cirt'llll'LSla_ qfIMr0&6 a .... Uw.r - G.... Tall"'"
,,0010 I Ih ree I<w/<s ';110/1 lea nted /hal ~!JI)(Jqf1M.....""JI /uJ4 crotlMd !he Rio G....1I<1ll!J() ....IIa abotJll. He IOmI "'" I<ilh
.....llIflfly men W get .../",,18 /'lJ'i>rrnation qflltem. _ "'_111"", myuif. Mllguioh_ .."'" 11<14" M«rica"~ "nd ..-IIo
Itas ';1IOIIlP"<' .,.,..,. ro 1M """"'II _ belrnlf"d me "lid ga.VI!I illformalioR qf "'II moumtenl W /he enemy. II<!I1!I
.fUrrotilldfJd by ZQ(}() ""'" i"ctl<ding I!JI)(J OOl"lIr'y I char-gtJli UIerII and""d.ea~ro ,"",I "'lIlmy U1'"""911. J I.-t
...... Q/Jirer ""d eight men /ril/«i, alldlaur .."",nded. My IwrM "<14 3Jwl "lIdleil upon IIIfJ~ "lid f ...""" ",,,","'10
...... _ 11te l>ala""", su ....... d...-..d 7\w days q/lerlW/ bciug ablol wget illw ""roo",,., J W1U Ia.l:en prUoner, alld
1<<14 carried ro M"I"""""",, ,,'herfr I .......a'ned " prVoner "/Or1nig/t1 bulMt>I! ';IIOII!>tom l!:n'/lallgM. lien Thylor
u""" ",y ....,;,"'" aJ>pUroliun - al.tu I'(f..-J. Iv ""~1.....d y un'I!Sl 1<1I1i1 fh« liJ"'I'OIioII.< ......... 0t>I!I'" il'l order 10
"",,10'" "'" ro lab part in IMm _ ill/acl lwlluu p"blit:lllden MOd 1IIfJ- alld Iuu l.-...Jed "'" i" IhfJmast Ihal'I(fld
"nd I<njlul(fiab'" "'an....... BII ....illg.\lOUr i'l/ll<"""" W g<1( lh<I Preridenlro order 0011 all illVllStigatiOPt il'lro "*11
oondl<Ct al QIlC<' _ you ..ill grvnlly oblige """ PI_ p""""'l ..... killdl¥ ro your goOd lady "lid lh<r children -

Vet"") "i-..lll YOU" - SB."",",1on
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.tlfBUSH A.T CARRlClTOS RANCH APRIL 25, 18"6 AND THE OPENING
SHOTS OF THE WAR WITH MEXICO,

Gfo~....1Zach.ry T.yk>r, On hHnnl! ~pntUthllllM Mf-xi("an hoic..-llhf' RioG....otkordf'rPd C.pt..,. Soth B
TlIornlon .nd • «t>uu"I party ordrAllOO"lI,lO "'''''''ICAlf' but not 10 f''IIp,HM mf'my, On IM2~thThomlOn, and
hill "<lu.dron with. MUlCan gllld~. pl'Ot'HdPd aboul 26 m~ up 1M rivf'r withoul lIlel:'iogx'gN of thf' mf'nt)'
Inqulrie1! .Ionglh~ way lndiulPd Ih.t Ih~ Mf-xiI:.""c~th~ ri~r. At thll poInt Ih~ guid~ I'f'fu!ltd to 10 f'unhu
*' thf' party mowd forward without II 1m Aboul th"'t mlle5 furlh~r th~ c.me to 1M Carridtos r.nch hou"" whk:h
wAi f'nclo!ltd by. ch.parr.l ff'n« f'x«pt ror Ih~ .Ide fllClnllh~ rlw:r. Th~ house was about 200 yard. rrom thf'
RAt~ to thf' ~nclolu~ 1'IlomIOn hallPd his patty .nd ~nloM"Pd th.. gatf' 10 .~.k 10 M>me I'f'''''''''' who _~
.PI)&~OIly .1 work. By M>me m.un~ntandinltllf' ~nll~ pany ~ntoM"Pd th~ f'ncloluno and _~ Lm......w~ly
.urroundPd by Mf'xic."", In I"" xldrmlAh Ih.1 followPd M'Yn1II dnocoons .nd onf'o~r IIrI'ft 1dIlPd. A body of
Mf'X ICan ",''a1ry chattrd ...d 1'Ilomton ..m".rfti a not t 01 '" a1UmptlnglO CUIIMtrw~ out. Thornton._
Ih.o--.. fl"Onl M I'IofM and~u~ H 1aLft" capturwl by tJwo )In 01 hilt IBm

~u""""'f'n'd "...,. WO'f'f' f'xchanllO'd ...01 notu ....... '"GftI_T.,tnr whor~Thomton d~of

~ and p111C'f'd h"" undoor.....-. AI 1M __ I_TA)ior ......-.:I1Il'......tton that hosuba- had ~II and
Ih.t • .stau or war ulltf'd. On M~ 13. 184ll ttw l:nlUd SUI,.. dftianod war W'lth ,w...im.

Th l. r"hl.odletler WI., prohRbly carried 10 ~"w Orko.n. by milttRoynprf'"' ",I>N'" it
rntf'rt'd Ih~ r"l(ular m.," It "'III< """tmRrkPd al jI; ...... Orkoan, Junf' 2.1846 and
....tl"d "'Smp 12" - JO ~nu po.sta#' .nd 2 ~nu ship f"'"

SE11l BAJtTOS rno..,-ros;o;r-t 1M C.5. Army ...2nd UnItm.Ul1 in I"" 2nd Dracooru on Jun~8. IIl36. He
••,"" promotPd 10> I. Ll- on '" ... III. 1837 ar>d 1_ 10 Captain on FdI, I. 1841 On Ju1y4, 1845 Tu..~ 10

.nM:latinn ...01 t·.s lroops _no wnl 10 Corpo.d Cl'I"i. undoor ZacharyT~. 10 IICt • Thf'Armyof<kcupat>orL
Ountll! tM matl:h from FortJ~p10 Corpus OInoti Sf'th n...mton w.. chatted "'h d80bPdJPl\Cf' ofonWr:l by
.\lllrl"" Thorn T F.un'.....,.. wlv> latH ""'"-.Mv>rGflw.ralln thf'Conr<'6ft'at~Sta18ArmyIntMChil War It
...... pftt)'ch and Thornton wuuonHatPd01'l~pt.12.1845by.COUn..art..... ThomlO,f.plH.roraCourt
Martial dod ~ach Ihf' Pre!oo-nl Ihrough hlilfttn-io Doctor Randolph and 1M COo>n..mn'~at Mill..........
Mulco on July I I. 1&16 byord~rI o!'tt!<r Ptftidnlt oflhf' UnltPd S!ateLOn July 16lh thf'COo>n found1llomton
'nO( gu UI)'" to.ll charge. b"",gh' by ~f'ralTaylor rf'llArdJIIg thu.rnbll&h at Carrie;l,. Ranch andn...mton ......
1I:l\'rn h""k hill rom.... and. On Augu.t Ill. 1847C...neralSc<ltt .tartPd al"ffOnn._anc~orM~xk.nposltloo. in thf'
......11<')' "f )I('x,,,... He ""nt General W,J W"nh and h""o"''''an,ltoward.S.n Antonk> WIll> C.pt.1n MlI'lOn. undu
l'SCon I>yThornlon·. Dragoo"". in ad".nc~. The fim cannon baU nred by tM Muk:ans.tSanAnlOoioliruckand
killed Captaln 1'Ilomton. II~ was th~ IIrI:t to fall In t~ baltlel ror tM '"&l~ and tllf' Cily or Mexico.
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TlIOHAS WARE <aBSON, Capta in, Co. J ,3rd Intantry Reg iment. I nd i ana Volunteers,
vas born at Philadelphia on Hay 11 th.1815. He lDOved. vi th hill parents, to
Lawrenceburg, Indiana 1n 1821 ....ppointed to ...est point "'cademy in l83l.vhere
he remained tor three yearll. Entered the Navy as a Midship.an .. nd lIerved
unt 11 1836. Opened .. lav otUee at Char 1estovn, Ind. in i 837. In 1846 he ra ised
Company 1 ..nd served as its captain in the 3rd Regiment ill. the Mexican ..... r .He
dl ed at LoUl11v llle, Ky _ on Nov. 30th. 1876 and vas bur led at Char 1.stOvn.
Ill. the tOlloving group at letters to h1s vite Hary,he dravs II .ost interesting
and h lstor iea 1 account ot hill Mex ic.n exper ience, begining vi th hi s arr i va 1
.t Nev Orleans. ·Point Isabel July 27th 1846 Dear Mary -The day
atter I vrote my last letter ve h.d.n incessant rain tor .bout titteen hours.
The brig in vhich ve vere to ellb.rk did not arrive and such a IIcenes our camp
presented at night I never vitn••••d before. Expecting to get on board the bng
none ot u. had made any preparationll tor lIupper.The tires vere all out .nd the
vater a toot deep in the tents. In addition to all this all our provisions had
been packed up .nd sent to the river to be P1,lt on board the brig _ The boyll hov
ever determined not to be 01,lt don. - Ther. were b1,lt tvo companiell lett on the
ground.my ovn and the Lavrenceburg company - Three Or tour toraging parties
"'ere sent 01,lt and in a Ii ttle vhil • .... had tour or ti ve cords at vood. a calt. twO
pigs,&. bread In abundance:and about a ton at hay to sleep upon - .... The next
morning, our company and the Lavrenceburg company, embarked on board the brig
Prairie and vere toved down to the mouth Of the Mississippi by a .tealll tOv boat
The tirst thr.e days ve had very pleasant veather,though it vas rough enough
to make most at the company very Ilea .ick.Daily [David W.Jr.j. has been sea
siCk the vhole passage - He Combs [sergeant Milton] has been 110 lIick as not to
be able to raise his head - This all passesavay as soon as they lIet foot On land.
The fOUrth day out ve had a severe gale Of vind vhich laSted all day and all
night. The vellliel "'as a very slllall one,our llIen vere llIuch erovded,about a do~en

cases of measleli broke out the day 'ole sailed,and vhen the weath.r became so
rough as to make it nesessary to clOlle the hatches you lIlay judge vh.t a time they
had of it belov decks - I remained on deck during the vhole IItOrlll.·

THE ABOVE DESCRIBES THE VOYAGE FROM NEW ORLEANS TO PT. ISABEL.
"Today 'ole got to anchor but none of us have yet. got. on shore - Th....ater ill so
.hallov that ve cannot get nearer than about three lIliles of the land,and as the
brig goes right back I shall have to elo.e this before I go on shore all. conse-
quently c.nnot tell you vhat the prollpect ill for a fight J alllvnting
thill on board the brig.and IIhe ill rolUng and pitching so th.t I dOUbt vhether
you vill be able to read it all or not _ Every fev lIlinutes IIhe ...kes. surge and
rolill tables,chairs & everything ellle into a heap together - The country here
appears from the sea to be 10'" lIandy beach, and ill very he... lthy - The cli .... te Is
delightful; I have nOt felt a day here anything like as var. all ve have at New
Albany,a.nd the nights are cool enough to lIlake my blanket coat extrem.ly COII
tertable. The lIlosketoes are pretty lIuch gone for the season - •... Agreat lIany
ot our boys got. very tired of 1I0idiering vhile they ...ere sea siekoillnd '011 shed
themllelves at home. but as soon all they got veil their home sicknell. was all
gone. Mc Combs svears he vill go round by land on foot betore he will try the sea
again _ Hose [Gibsons negro servant) vall very sea siCk the tirst dolly but soon
got over it. I do not know how I IIhould have gOt along vithout hiD.The last tour
days ot our voyage has been very tedious - 'ole have had delighttul veather; the
men have been in fine spirits. and a mile or tvooff in the night.a stranger
vould have thought sOllle camp lIleetlng had got up sail and vent to .ea.They gen
erally kept up singing till midnight ..... I IItill think ve shall be hallie betore
Christlllas Our passage here from New Orleans has been very tedious. Ten
days on shipboard is rather vearisullle vhen in a steamboat,or vith a fair vind
'ole might have gOt over in tvo days & a half .The distance trom Orleans to this
place is tive hundred & fifty miles. I vlsh our friends at home vho have such a
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hoc ri ble idea of th i. cl i lIa te COil Id be here a tev days and see: t .. The 'Ill r has
a different feeling. the sun 6. stars h"ve" dirferent look,everythlng e.ell.
like ill different lIorld. The weather is not as vat••s lt 18 11'1 IndIana ••no
let the sun shlre as hot as it will we have always the cool sea breet. to count_
etact its effects. 1 suppose you wUI have ripe peaches at home perhaps by
thiati!lIe."
Gibson then reminds thell to take good care Of the garden and the orCh"rd and
goes on to describe the (lovers and gardens of the southern states and !laves
direction. on hov to address letter to hi viz ·Capt.T.w.Gibson. 3d Regt, I .
vol. Point I sabel, Texas, care ot Quarter ster ......a i 1 the Hera Id to ..e .
but not to vri te on thelll as these Southern Post Masters are very particular."
(Othpnorise they viII be treated as first class mail).

Mrs. Ha ry w. Gi bsob!Cha r lestovn!Clllrk county, Ind ••
T.WareGibson·

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
·O..vld w. Gi baon Jr. and h is brother. Hard son. were both in Gibson' s Co. SEE
their letters 1n thl. COllection.
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ON THE ROAD TO BUbA VISTA
·Saltillo.Mezico.Januilry 7tb 1847 •..• \lie ace hlgh up 1n the aounta1ns here

where !iuch a thing as sickness is never known; the air is purer Ii. clearer than
in any place I have ever been .The days are as var. as an August day at ho..e. but
as soon as the sun set.s. it. gets cold enough to freeze water an inch thick . \lie
are however more comfortably tixed than we have been at any time lSince we have
been in Mexico. except whUe at Re I nasa. I have my tent pi tched 1ns ide at a .ud
house and plenty at strav to sleep on.and tour heavy blilnkets to wrilp up in so
that I sutter no inconvenience tro.. the cold _" strea.. at the purest ..ountillin
spr i ng wa ter runs within thi rty yards at Iny door, ilnd we have plenty to ea t. at
good flour or it ve choose tresh bakers bread I> good fresh beet .so that you lee
we are in no danger of IiItarviltlon at present.Apples Ii. peaches are raised here.
but as these people know nothing about grafting their truit 111 all seedling
and consequently very poor. The grape is raised in great quantities about Ihty
miles further up in the mountains." tew are raised here but they do nat seem to
thrlve veIl - There il a large cotton tactory about two miles tram our calllp
carried on by Americans _ I vas over there yesterday,and tound tour AIIIerican
tam ilie. I i vi ng there - The vork is dane by Mex i can g i r 1s. They "ilke about 3000
yards at coarse cotton goods per day _ They sell it about tour times as high as
it is SOld in the United States.There are several very large slIver .. ines in
the aountains a tev ailes tro.. us. but they cannot be worked on account at the
want at wood. Every stiCk at vood whiCh we use here has to be brought thirty
ail.s upon the backs at aules'" Jack asses.Thehouses here are all bUllt of un
burned brick - The briCks are made very large.lIlostly two foot in length by
eighteen inches in breildth Ii. six Inches thick.The best houses are then plas
tered on the outside with a celllent vhich is harder than stone when it drys.The
ground floor is made of the same cellent'" a beautitul floor it makes - .

he greilt Catholic Cathederill here is a Ilost magnificent building. By tar the
Cinest I have seen in Mexico - It would hold I should th1nk ten thousand people
There ilre hundreds of illlages or Christ, the Virgln Mary' Saints at all sues,
shapell I> colors, and 1I0me very tine paintingll. The churches here are very rlch
It 11 supposed that they own three fourths at all the wealth in the country. Thill
building I> its ornaments could not hillVe cost le55 than a mill10n at Dollillrs
There 111 iln lmage at the Virgin Marl' in one of the churches at the city at Mexico,
whose dress Ii. jewelry alone cost more than a lIlillion of dollars. I think it would
make iIlny intelligent catholic siCk at his religion. to travel through thu
country iIlnd see the val' things are carried an by the priellts here.~e have JUSt
heard that it is reported in Matamoras that our regiment was cut to pieces betW
een Honterey'" Camillrgo - I alii afraid the story will get home before our letters
and may give you allso_e uneasiness _ Do not believe any thing you hear or see in
the papers ilbout us - All the newspapers that we see !romindiana ilce tilled vith
lies about our ..i serable cond i ti on. t t you vou Id bel ieve ha I f you see in the
papers you vould think halt at uS were dead.theother half sick and all starvin'il
There 1S nat iI word of truth 1n it.There are not two men siCk in the ceqiotent.and
we have abundance at good provisions.It,is the nature at .o_e men to grulllble at
everything .When we vere in camp Belknillp where ve could not get fresh beef, they
gru..bled because the govern..ent ted us on salt provisions _ Now when we are in a
country where Salt provisions cannot be hilld ,they complain because they are red
on fresh beef. Theile are the klnd of lIIen whO are contlnuall y wr i t Ing home let ters
CO"plaining o! the hardship they have to endllre.I th1nk myself that we have
suttered less in every respect, than we hilld a right to expect we would when w.
stillrted .Men who Cilllle Out here thinking the campaign would be il pleilsuer excur
sion.have douhless been disappointed - ror my awn part I knew exactly whilt I was
about when I started iIlnd consequently have not encountered any hardships that I
did not anticipate .We have just received intelligence here that Genl Tillylor'8
rear guard had been cut off an his march to Victoria _ I do nat believe it myself,



TIlE WESTERN MAILS

though lt ~s generally credited· we have between {lve dnd 81X thousano
troops here - Genl Taylor has \11th hilll about four thousand,and there are
about a thoulJand at HOnterey.If the enemy should advance upon us \Ie can
soon concentr.t. these rorces and \lhip any rifty thousand Mexican. that
ever breathed.! a. very .uch afr.id ho....ver that theyw1l1 not. cOile \llt.hin
...hl ppl n9 d~st.ance.o;e have no game nere but. rabbi til " part.r ldges .. 10 k.11~ed If

numoer Of deer on our .arch bet.veen nere and Mont.erey. The 1I0unt.alns are lui:".
G1bson then t.ells of a soldler vno tell In .. de.p "ell and al.OIlt. drovned ano
aft.er personal_at.t.ers he COntlnueS" The Cit.y at SaltlllO" the sUl)urbs con
tains about titteen thousand Inhabitants· The inhabitllntlJ have a .o.ce gen
teel appearance than in ony place I have been.The \lomen are excruciatingly
ugly - So much lJO th"t. looking at. couple of hundred of them at ma .... the other
1Il0rning gave me the headache - The Hexican \lomen In no part of the country are
very handso.... _ they all have fin. teeth" eyes - v.ry coarse bhck hill1r,and
or nervous complexion froll the real ind1an red to as clear red and \lhite as
:Ju:r O\ln 'Iprls. There lS very 11ttle negro blood among t.helll- I do not. rememoe:r
to have Seen a dozen in MeXIco who had negro blood 1n their velns. There are
very r.v hovev.r \lho a:re ent.inHy whit.e,lIost. of t.he_ belng a mlxt.ur. ot span
ISh" Indian _ !'lose' is a great curiosit.y a.ong the. - I cant IIllke the. believ".
thllt h1s tather 60 ..other are Doth black _ They lnSlllt. t.hat one IIIU5t have beer.
\lhite. The Mexicans about here are less trlendlY" social than they 'o'ere upon
the RloGrande,and all lOOk at us as though it \lould attord them a great deal of
of satiSfaction to cut all our throats it they 'o'ere not afraid todo it. They
have kept. very quiet - occasionally they catch one of the troops out. by hlmself
... perhaps drUnk" murder h1m,and then the volunteers kill about t\lenty ot them
to pay tor it betore they ciln be stopped. They have tilken lately nere t.o polson
lng the l1quor that. they sell t.o the SOldiers _ So as soon as lt 1S d1scovereo,
every Mexican vho had liquor to 114111 \las seized" conti ned - They have ilbout. iI

hundred ot them in the guard house - It ill a very good thing tor us.for the men
are afraid of being poisoned & consequently all keep sober" we have the less
trouble vith them - Hy company I have never had any trouble to lIIanage at all
They are adm1tted by every body to be the most. orderly and \leI 1 behaved men 1n
this or any other regiment in the service ..... I am 100k1ng with great anxiety
for more let.t.ers trom hallie ..... Gibson"

............................

-Mose,Gibsons servant,was a negro boy of very light complexion.
It is interesting to nOte Gibson's remarks on the wealth i!lnd pO\ler at the
Catholic chu:rch,\lhile most ot the population lives in abject poverty.Also,
that h. attended iI 1I0:rnlng mass.Gibson 'o'as a "Christian" of Protestant.
onent.atior.. See l.t.ter of -July 31,1846" tor 1I0re on MOse.
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ON THt: NAT TO BO£lfA VISTA

OW THE 1l0AD TO BUENA VISTA JANUARY 1847
ON THE ROAD TO BUINA VISTA JANUARY 1847

"Dearest Mary. We are ISti111l11ve.and liS the brethren lit hOlle would aay "on praying
ground~. though I fear there 111 little of that kind ot exercise carried on out here.
Last night va. II very exciting time - we learned yesterday the the Mexicans had cap
tured Hilj .GIl in•• (John P. ) and eighty ..en or COl Marshalls (Humphrey 1 Xy. (Kentucky J
regi_nt ••nd Vhat 1. the .Ollt mortifylng part or the whOle arf.fr captured th•• with
out fIring II gun.The p.rtlc:ulara weh.vII not yet learned - ve had aillo tntor..tlon
fro .. our spies" others that the !'lIlIle.nll eight thou.and strong vere to attack UII 1••t.
night or tod.y - Every thlnq"aa prepared tor them, but. they would not come.We are 10011;
Ing for them today - We have four thou••nd troop. here, lind Genl. Taylor will be here
tomorrow with two thousand more - I am afraid If the enemy wait till Taylor geta here,
that thay 10'111 not attllck us at .11. Poor Mose hilS hi. ovn troubles - The negro I,
frightened half to death.And the aen U.ke a great de11ght in acaring him. Our patrol
ahot iI 1'lexican la$t night _ They 1.10' hla upon iI houle top vith ilgun &. ordered hia to
co.. dovn - he refused to do 10,and they brought hia dovn vith iI aUlket b.ll. HOlt of
the r.lpectable faaUlel have left the city and gone to the ranches in the country
around, in anticipation Of a battle here - NOv do not let thi. letter illarm you, for
thelllail doe. not go out for four daYI yet,and I Ihall not clo.e the letter till then,
and it we have a fight It 10'111 be befOre that tlllle,and it I am killed J 10'111 let you
knov it at the close of Illy letter J conl1der the dangera we have already gone through
as greater by fill', than those of half a dozen battles - The whole company are in perf_
ect heilth, and t 1ne spl r I ts, and all .nxious to get a ch.nce a t the Mexicans. We had a
11ght Ihower of rain la.t night, the tir.t I have $een for IKlre than four IKlnth •. The
hous•• here .11 have fl.t roOf. cover.d vith li.e ce_nt.and the rain ...lI;es the aost
tre.endous clatter when it fall. upon the•• !'Iost of the roofs leilk - The hou.e. are all
built of large unburned bricks ,lind the be"t one. are pla"tered inside ilnd out, vlth a
kind of lille very much 11ke our water 11me. The houses very seldom have any tire places
In them, and are very inconvenient. I hsve not seen hslf a dozen carpet. since J have
been in the country. and In this whole city there are but half a dozen windows that have
gla•• in thea. It is not on account of poverty for there are a great lIliiny very veal thy
people here _ They do not know how to lIve,ilnd ilre too infernill proud &. obstenilte to
leilrn - They hilve the .ilae CU.tOIllS &. use the s ••e kind of tOOlS &. i.ple..nts thilt were
in use in the country iI hundred yeilrs iig'O - Our improved plough. hilve been introduced
iI.ong thea frequently, but they viII not use the., and prefer sticking the their old
filshloned vooden plough - So of every thing' el.e _ Steillllboats,rilU rOilds.every thing
of the klnd is entieely unknovn among theil, and will continue to be so until our people
get po.seslion of this vhole country Which they .re jUlt as sure to do as that the sun
continues to shine. These Mexicans are a doolled race - they are not fit to 11ve any
where,lIIuch Ie•• in SUCh a splendid country a. this. January,28th 1847

We had quite an excetelllent in town last evening' grovlng out of an attelllyt .lIde by
three Hexican. to lilsao &. lIIurder one of the .econd reglaent - Genl Lane (Ja_. H.] has
Issu.d an ord.r this -arning to shoot every M.xican vho b .een vith iI lilsso in hb
po••••• ion. The inteillgenc. w. have today froa the .n••y Is, that after taking the
Kentuckians &. Arkans•• aen prboner. they fell back,so that v. are to have no fIght
for .vhile.In the party of our lIlelll whO were taken there vere tlfty of the Arklln.as
cavalry and thirty of Kentucky cavalry - Part of the Kentuckians were frolll Penning
ton'. cOlllpllny. the one to which Ross &. the other boys frolll our town belong. Whether
they were a ..ong tho.e vho vere captured I do not knov _ The pri"onere we learn vere
trellted vith the utaost Idndness by the !'lexic.n•• who sent thelll off i_ediately to
the Ci ty of Mexico. C.



the City of Hexico. C.ssu. Cl.y [C.ptilin Cilssius M.Cl.y) of Kentucky 18 a ..on; the
pd$oner. ta1ll;en. We hilve just learned thilt Genl Butler [Wi 11 1<1•• Or lando, Bvt. 1'Iajor,
war of 1812~H.j .Genl. 1846 received present.tion Sword by Congr••• for gallantry
in the stor.i n; of Honterey. Mex ico 1847: han. 03 hchar;e Aug. I 5 .1848, di ed Au;. 6,
1880] viii re.ain at Monterey.and that Genl Taylor v111 be here in. fev days and
then ve expect to push torwilrd - Everyone 18 rejoiced th.t Taylor is co_ing _ Every
one haa contfdence in hi.,ilnd the Hexicilna teilr hi. worse thiln they do the devil. Hy
company vaa out last ni;ht on picquet lluilrd about two .ilell fro.. town _ one at the lien
UW lIome pretty little animal running along the road iIInd took atter it,tor the purp
o.e at stopping it,he threv hh blanket over it,when it turned out to be a pole cat
(Skunk] - I hardly think hevill ulle that blanket thh c.mp.i<;jn a;ain,and I dont th
ink hewill hear the l •• t of it for the rest of hi, lite.L.atnight V/l8 quite cOOL .nd
it ill by no .e.nll var.in the sh.de todilly.Upon the whole hovever the veillther is very
pl••••nt h.re - In the eourse of a couple of w••ks their spring will open on the Rio
Gr.nde ••nd corn pl.nting will co_.nce.Spe.klng of spring re.indll_ of our ground
.t ho.e - Last year Jo Hc Co.b. v.nted to wor1ll; it _ If he v.nts it this y.ar h.d you not
better l.t hl. attend it. But whatev.r you do. be c.reful of the trees. The apple and
poear trees vl11 need so.e pruning.Th. peach trees viII not, but their roots •• y need
the vor.., scalded out of the. - Get your father to tria the gr.pe vines for you •• nd
tria the rose bushes your.elt _ Those perpetuilll hardy roses need close tri_img in
the spring - Keep the .trawberries Clear at veeds in the st/lrt and you viII have no
trouble vith them aftervards. January 29th Anothe party at the Kentucky
c.v.lry under Cllpt.H.iIIdy (W.J.] eighteen strong vall captured yesterdilly by the Mexi
Cllns. I think they villiellrn lifter a vhile to keep a better look out vhen in theene
ay'. country thlln they h.ve been in the habit at doing _ vhenever the Mexicillns can
cilltch .ny at our regiment••sleep they can h.ve us.we viII get our fort finished to
d.y •• nd then wllt c.n vhipott twenty thous.nd at the. if they will only co.e.Thecity
i. al.ost depopUlated •.ere th.n tva thirds at the poeople hillving .eved out to the
ranches in the country - They .re auch more .traid at their troop. than they iIIre Of
our•. We have .lw.ys tre.ted the.vell.but thelr ovn .oldi.r. rob" plunder them at
every thing they have •• nd they c.n get no redre•• for it by cO.ll.laining to the
otticer•. We had quite .n exciting night la.t night .g.in - Parties of CllvUry,dash
ing in" out at town all night _ the he.vy tre.d ot comp.nies marching along the p.ve
ment. in the .tillnes. ot the ni<;jht - the stern challenge at the sentinelll - added to
the tact that many cintident1y expected an .tt.ck during the night,made the scene
quite impressive - As foc lIyse1f I sh.ll expect an attack when I aee the bayonets"
he.r the bullet.. at the enemy whi.tle lind not betore - Then I "II cert.in not to be di.
.ppointed. The Mexican vho... ve shot the other evening vi 11 get vell ~ so s.y the
doctors. J.n.30th 11-47 Well the •• U is ju.t in" has brought
_.n iIIr.full - one tro. ferguson.t Idi.n.poli." tvo tro. Henley _ J s.v Frank Will-
i ... tod.y and learn that none of the boy. fro. Cl.rk county vere .mong tho"e who.
the gre".er. (Mexicans) cillptured _ fro. your letter it see.s thilt you heard of their
c.pture .t home about. month before it h.ppen.d [ I] - Th.t beats the telepraph - Cal.
Marshill1 callie up last ni;ht with the Cfi!.t at hi. re<;ji ..ent. I sav hia tor a few minute.
todllY a.t the greillt we.tern' 8. And vho I think you ask is the Great western? Well .he
is the 1Il0st extraordinary woman I ever knew or he.rd of - ahe is considerably larger
than I am - has been In the ilrmy about twenty years. vas in Fort Brown during the ...hole
bombardment. exposed to a. much danger aa .ny otticer or soldier in the fort - They
could nt prev.il upon her to take refulle in the bomb proot rooms - but during the while
at that terible three d.ys did th.t WOIII"n continue to cOOk tor the .oldier•• t the
guns and carried their toad to the.. with her ovn h.nds when the bUllets were whistl
ing like hail around her head - .he keeps. t.vern for the officers here - And .he ill
caprilinl One ailn .... ho escaped froa the Hexic.n. of the Ilenticki.ns who ....ere c.ptured
under Millj .Calnes got in yesterd.y _ He got into c ...p .tark milked" vithout h.ving
eaten anything toe four days but a rat th.t he h.d the good luck to catch - He vas the
interpreter of the p.rty •• nd h.d been toraerly one of the Texllns who vere t.ken (cap
tured J at Hier [ 1843. See Mier Exped i t ion below] .nd h.d esc"ped. troa the Hexi c.ns.
Although they vere treated the other prisoners with the !il'reiltest kindness he .oon
le/lrned th.t they intended to shoot him.(mostlikely because he h.d been one of 17
who had escaped at Mier) He managed to get near a very fine race mare at Major Gaines.
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BUENA YlSTA, FEBRUARY 22, 28, 1847

Historic lener, by Captain Thomas Ware Gibson orth,,3rd Indiana Regiment, \1\idlydescribirlg
Ihe charloll" <>f the Mexkan LlI.llcers Writ Len On the m.Ukfleld.

Aqna Nnet'" Mar. I, 18t7
Droretil.\farl/.

/.(151 Nighl I rtn!'IlJIM II"" r Ieller u/IM I&h JaIL Ijl ..d/ro", il alLd ooriou.< 1d1er5/ha1 "'1/
,,,.... 1I"ll'e ....,..."ro Iholl/Ol' oT"all ver.v"lt('<J$l/al ho aboullLS. f"lrucr SO ..loAnNa .......... togive
II"" aU "'''"' trtmbl'"I~ IMN ""dootI .... nno 0 .... 1100 tolli.... You speak Q/II/$ oo"'i"g lL,;1h ten
11t""50lld mrn '" aU IIp. Well h;> ",H"e n~'1h t""",ly un" l1trtIull"d alLd /ri'hM fJO"e bad< ",;th
"1><,,,1 I.,,, ur U..1, I!w<lso",1, I"" ..y...,,1 ...hip"...1 "'u" tllal ewr am .M'I'I 'N t!lese ports. lie rn "'"
ro'lfiderl/ o/l';etory, kNOlL';IIg 11/$ ""'>I "n "'ben "u,d /(II(IU.';ng lJutl OIIr1<WY.:e did ,,00: ~/OIIr
IlIons" Ndlil" II" NdTfJd _ On lhe Ud Iii' ....., " 1"-"'"1/ polile"""" to Geltl Taylor rt'flneslilLg hi'" ro
s"rrvnd"r _ OM Zach :. reply am "TNf IIi", I" 9" 11' /ri'11, " 17tere """ ,,00: ",,,,,,hjlQhlilLg done,,"
til" 22d "":x, ul" AIlll" ""'Il/.~I Iv ~(T1",lhem"i N /ioaJ.Uejar 11/$ birthdaylhe23d _lie promiMd
his "'nl " y""'I,,,1l ia ,,;<,11111,, 01 "iyhl "",,,.m w; 11t,'1I h",l kill,'" fir ,uk"" as all. Wellllu.'y IriM i~

All <lolIl""y Ih'" ''''IT o//rom tlllTllI roforly 00 ulLOIL alLd IU't'ILll/lhoIJsalLd "' ....k<1.s "'" ill.Cd<5olLl,
bolls leU /ike hail SI"" ... "round ..... Tn",lve & I"""'II/ft>ur pound COIL""" bQlLt pl"yed a"""'g ....
liIIlh" ",,,_.iT ,,{/lrrir u'hisll" "..,.., "'"la"'illar """, r ..... rs, WI "iy/u .1<.."" 'h" ........_AI daylighl
"".0'1 ",,,r,,, ng S""," All ,I<, <'I: his" ","y u''''''ftfl'''''' "'ilea q[fllre OOIIU:fie/d aNd "'",.. mpE'd OIL Ihe
,..r/l gN" "d/N'" 11'11 ich I a", NOl" u'ri!i"g I" yfl", Upon IMfleid h$I<fIIOOOdrod lI"d M lILang
lI"OIInd"" -1Jreyrorried <l!.Ja (11"1'1.11 "'''''II both o/lMdend" IOOUn<teda"d Wj'ullextenlqftheir
',.... ,,~11 ""'",,.. "" k'lUlI'n _ f ""Ii,~.. Ih,.." ,nn.'1 It" ,Y' lIad I"Y'I,.. II""drM kWI'd & I"., 11Im""'nd
"va Ildrd, lit ",Mil",u '0 Ih is ......... or ,1'JhI Iht",..""d d",,,pmrM in Ihe 1IL01I"I"i", - MaNg qf
.../lJm, h" ..' J/"'~II"""" <"!fh" n,JrT', ,~II""" It",.. ,.""',, In alLd"" .. IItrm.<I'I""'''/1 <I..",..;....,,,,...,.,, nd Ih"
T<'SI 1I"'.... -.',,/Jo<.1 ""d .-.,llIr",.I/<, IlwlrJ"",,~. Wh(". 1,"'llu!ardlrum SO"laA"NII h i .....etr'dllllhll
",..ri: III hi._ "n"N "V"'/i/lll ,nl/,../r"", h,.,." "1r"'ling ill 1Mgrw.1~1 has'" & nnifusi<m, letn,;ng
tM road /)I'" ",<I hi'" sl ,...","-'If u,;11I11tA! sid" III.,d<'O<I, 11uI""OII"ded & 'MdyiNg, 7lN-1l'Or .:s0l'er", 1M
'''.<1 ""IIII' i'fi",glll _ 'h'71 ron nrt"".. rail" "!I'd". OurOll"'""'" /$ kill"'" ft70 1I'Olinded"6O - qfl1t£
""",,,1,.1 .,""''' II"",, ,vi"0' ,/i,./, ,"I""",, ,,'ill ,'i,', ",,,,,Y h"'" h"" U",I" "ntl 'lih,'ni II.., ("ril,pl~'l1!ur
lV.' '" ,..,ro"".V """I". 0 ..",1" wh, .. I ...",~,. !I'''' " ..'" ,,,,,,nr/,.l 0\\ /dl "" ",y .. i,l.. hnd hi!< Ihigh.
o""",t"t,vl cl,,.... /<' lIis ",,,III. lie li,...f 1,1/ nigld IJIjifl"tll=l aN,llJII... died. Q:nunl'lly is dnj"g n'ell
bur ",;I1I,,,,h"blll M" CT1'l'pf"p life .... Ih" b"lIei is bet Ilr" Ixmea and cannot Mgol QIII, Our
r<y!1I«"IL11II"tji."....,. Ih"" IIny other ill thejleld_ 7lN- q/lhilllL..... lhall1t£rnemll "etoer'roIild
brmk QIIr ranks, ~ grroleat ""'" /hal Ilre 00:1Ier r"lli"""'t.s 6WItoi"ed II'IIS ,,'hen Ih<'lI gol ill
ro'tfUs"'" gallheir raNks "!"Ok"" ""d ...,....c/lorged"l1UIe~. We It"""""decjl.... "pward.-
qf_ hoi, ... ""d IofII niNe killed &/ifly fix It.... "ded. i .. OIIr regi ........ ,_qfIMwound«feoon.l>I-
a"d others have 8iu.,., died, a nd oo:hers proba"ll/II.';U d~ GI"4!III.I God "'lral " 8igh/tIM OOllle
jiNd pr_ued lhe Nt!Xl morning _ thirWrtl or }i::IIIrt_ h""dred d«Jd men and IIJI lILaNI/
""'" nded aNd dead & a.,.,,,<ted~ by lI"ndrt:ds " ....... th...... _ I" 0IL8 plam3COIlertld~1I"d
Ih"",, ,,'hen' IIu.'y hud I>«n killed "11 a srnl/.eri"g or dillwnljl ..... In oUrer places piled i" heap"
nher" so",,, ck><e a Nd d«Idl, ""\/Iiet h"d raged AI 1M sp<>l n'/ten! 1MMen"('<]" la""","" charged
o"r rt'g, "'e>ltfvrty ,,,''' mcrt ""d a tta:"" ""»In n.",..., piled "l'. nu /u>od qflheirc/larging """""'N
..."& di T;I(1r<1 "I"'" ",y compo"y. 17t"Y came"p 1000 slrong /II " gallap "U.i"gi"g and ",;th their
I""g l,righll'IlI"'" l>Uisalabl...",/Ju';r /uv"t., ""''''' ",,,n ill the """';"'''''1 ~1<J"d~ I"'''''''''''Ie as if
h" hud '-" a potil _ We lei 111"", yull<;p nJ' till thelvremofl T(1"k " ..... wilhi" Ihirtl//rel ofllLlI
ro"'po"y "ud Iftt... th" omPr /<>ji.-., " ..... gil..... ~fit'll hUJI<lT'l'd "'''.<k<''15 bf<",ed "poll them III ""ce
II Nd rider & Itorsl' railed "',.,. l(JgC/Ilcr by SOOT... - "'"ki/ledftJrtlllu'Oof~ - lao", lILallY ".......
1I"Otl "ded u... rould n<JI te/l ".. lileir Iwrses «, m'ed t1Iem qfJ - Allth/$ ",lIile lhe en""'y's con>Wl1
""".." pllll/i"l) "pon US - ""djustllJl u",jlred f s"",a ",,,,, '8~ wkt!ll qfJbyro">WI1ballnol ten
leellro", me _ nil's u'<1.'I bUI ""eo/"'''''I/a _0/1"" ki"d It'" u.....llhrQlllJh 1I.;1h OIL IIM~3d. f
"'m/" J.D. F"'1JUson a tong leiter al"'" ""-/III qfler Ille balllIl,,'hich f trtlptJoOlN he s"""-ro IJOIi. YOIIr
u.... lLdal rowrin is doiNg lL>dt nujlrsl gullllral U'llSjlred OIlllu< ft3d JfoM!& Mildldl brokep
S"WII" IIIld "'" &"'" nLXhlng """'" qf lhemp lu-o ""-/III. lam afraid /PU It'ill gd the "om.. o/Ihe
bailie b<,/ur.. !PI' (I"f OIIr k11ers, aNd ,'" a mall,.,. qf""" "'" IJOII ,,1/1 h"ve WI aU kiUed orlt"Otlnd-OO.
Genl T"ylur tim slightll/ n"Ollnd-OO. a"d h/$ c/oIhea "......, CIII.fel'er"alti",ea "'/111 "nllelS - Genl
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".. .......... w ~dt'd , ..,..,., ht uoid Ilwjwhl oIl s.:.y.oU .tpW. Jo/I.. Dr'tJ,. IDIt aU...c:foIA.-
........"..,~'J ""~ ri'Iol II .. "",*- N'••/lM ...........bCloWI r 6ola.UUIloooI!JMJo
....II!I'fI.,...' I-s.:..... 7knl qfSoll.'UOJlo..-.._n_IIw/loUle~i.
hryi.g 1M ,V....- klilat'll _ f/« I.w. aU l1ooo n--_ ..JIllOIICI' loWIr"- a
.....g ('(IpI<!"', • ,,.,,..,,,d b'JIri"9/e1b- - I ...... ,11. i. 1Iw qfIMlfI1Io1, """''''' ....."...,.
o\lOrn.g ....... _ 1......i.jaU ....dqJllrtlwlfl1lo1,..-lro •••-H• .....,.-"i.joMrJH
""1 ..,11 ..11",- Ijtrd .i• .., -P1lJbly.., f roo<ld - .....i • ..".,."..".,CIJW"d .1","""""
bI".hf _I.~Kl1 ~.""/_II>.i••ft-IUI ",,,,dead- hi~"'.d_"~jrvrr&"iI
..iI. i~ ,\/go(l) ..",((AI n1PJlGH''' Md jouf l"tI'lftuN b(jbN Uw I>oUJ& I ....... pol tlw~ .."d
I"W'Otd k"""'"'' ,t. OJpf Tawal1 q{ (IOIr rtgt"""'l MId liIfIU"""" rid:Jrv- OJ"''' Bdh..p'.
AI/gaoll IfJIl _ lWu~.l1loull"U ..-Id ....... ..-:II 1Ionw,",I.wdid ""d~ ... *""/lJo ..,,d
n'fwnonl """ _ "" "mum hI'''''' d,,~ ~lIwl/loUle.."d.....,sIwJt aboool/lM .idd/JIo/
I... """"",,,,,, 1/,. hum ~V"" /It:IO<r ..,,dd,''''''' /lMjiad. COolCZ..y-JoIcX-. H..rd/•• Ydl"'
"II k,lInl J....d I/PU~ IM/idd oJ lIwlluud r(lMir rtgt-" -

H...., 10 IIUIII, 0/'" fXdpH~ ,,1_ " ",i..oo..1 wrilj/ INllotw l1IoJ 1Iw!rw ....., ""'"'
111/1 II 100 ",..,ktl: bal" l1IoJ dtd _ IN'"_nx IIIo\s__.,,,,,*_ .."I"nco'"" 1,,* .... 1M bact
</flll' .....d ""d ,..",bltd ON! ........ b'll f gal. "p"!1"III i ...lIIotdialdj/("'d"4i!~"" ill(l)lO_~
/1'0'" II erapl a I.. "',. "" "', IItnd 1I:1l1d1 dill"ppto:tt"td lIwllW'Zt da, - 7k /)all UllOIIriI/ed CooIIIb.
Il",ck _flnl _ II.id: 1M lO\ftfi"" ",,,,, Ita"" bft!Io proyi"!//&r 1&1 - Good ,,;g.ou - ..,,.;,. Ql'Irft

11*nl\lT«llannldj/
GibJl/JIt

Ma'1lGI~
Do "Oll~' ....... r".,u,.papen) "",bli.tll rJliI~ M it i.t "Tift<m 10 00.< ....11' lI"d 1114""

"til /1m. IIJ roP"l"t'<1 it. I "....". III Lu", b<j('NI /ht:ftgJU.. f !u:I"" n!Cd bIll , .... I<!CIeI"I from 11/....

"C"lon.l. Henry Clll,\' J,. (...n ofthuUltcsman). Wm. R. McKee,John \... H.rdln and An:hlbald y~u.
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Major '"0.... S. Db ....tt•• about the bani.. of lluena Vtt"a and Chthuah'o.:
"1 l.d back .bout 200 _n ,,.,.It " nobl)' did tha)' do thalr duty .ftu....n'•. "
Dlx had r.ll1ed tha retre.tlng 2nd Indiana troops by eef"'ing thalr flag .nd
I.adlng thea back Into battle .tonadd" tha Jrd IndIana and the HIUlulppl
,"tfl•• at the battl. of Suana Vttta. n.. coY"" ..u carried b7 .Mp to Hoblla
..hare tt .nt....d the _11. and .... rat.d ''WAY tI" In red. Apr1l 27,1641.
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IlET1lEAT 11m) VICTOlY
BATTLE OF IWEHA VISTA

SaltlI10.Ma"I"o April 3.1147
If)' dear Br_ne:

•.•. By tht. t~••t any rate. If not .o.e day. -eo. you
hay. he..rd of our Batt I. at Buena VI at. & the. .Iorlou. r.sult. I "Y. dtd
we not &IY. thso ~ll_ .klnned rasc.ls "!.5!:!.!."1 Tha ... neYer .....uch • battl••
1 hay. no ..hh to ....uch ..... the.r u... Mother qatn fro. _ that I hava.
do.. ft&hu.,." .h.11 not ba in the.r battl•• Tha .....111 not ba ..... thar On
thl. Itne••t I...t. I think not. 1£ thar. h.l .h.11 h no hand tn It. 1
hava do...11 that ......c••••ry. 1 hay••hown.y ..tllfng to Hrv••y
country & thank God.h.va pined _ ltttl. er"dlt. 1 ha durl•• to ~rfono

to.y children" .y f_Ily" thay .hall ha"'" ~e..denofl of .11 othe .... Mothar
"III not r.,..at. whan .ha I••rn. that I ,.tned _ Itttia r.put.tlon. that
1 .... In the Battla.partlcul.rly •• I "... out un.c.thed .•.• L..t nl.ht.
de.pateha••rrlvad fro. Chlhu.hua - Col.Donophan...Ith hi. "i ••nurl volun·
t ..e had a fllht ..lth tha He."lcana on the 28th Feb. " defeatad the•• They
_ 10000 at ....... _ hil fore••bout 1000 • Tta .dd o"ly ana "-d" ..
kill.d • About lOCI of the. .....y _ ... I.ft dead upon the. fl.ld. It Id
re.lly appe..... If ~rlcana, no ..tter ..hat the dt.parlty of nu-be "ould
not ba c~rad. no. battl. of Chi.......... I..ted but a fe...hout••. The
"'-ric.... "harpd t .... " It .... all ovar. On ay ... turn fro. Mont....y I
eall.d on Gen. Wool " ha read _ his report of the Battle. He _ntloned_
" than....d _ for .y ,allantry tn rallYln& the. troops (r.tr••t of the. 2nd
Indiana ....1.. "1). Gln.Taulor alao .ntlanad _ fn hi....port _ Thay h.va
I'll!ttt.:>r of the_ ""I'll! the 1ndl"nlllM ju.tlcc _ They .O\y the lel;l. ...a not
rallied· TI. tru. t .... not ••• r'gl_nt. but 1 led back about 2OO.n"
"ell" nobly did t"'y do their duty .ft"rv.rds _ the Gen••hould have clo....
the.. the. ju.tloa to hava ••Id thl.· 1 _t one old frl"nd.Caapbell 2nd
D.........n•• a f .... day•• Ince " In talkln. OV.. r the battl. ha .....r d that ha
would h..... ,Ivan 10 ,.ars of hi. Itf. to have be..n In .y plac•• "e yl ... tha
flea" - IIa a.ld ha would tholn be " .... t.ln of """,ttlng thol aug.r plant.tlon" •
poor f.lIow. althou&h hoi .... tn y.ry hot places dud ... tha batt I. ha found
no opportuntty of dl.ttngul.hlng hf... lf. Soaa _n hava luck & tnde.d I h.d
It On that d.y • t ••y •.••• 1 think tha 01" .t.r I. In tha .." ..ndant _ Cod
&r.... t It. fo.. 1 thlnk .11 of tha n", h......uff.. rad .nough har"tofor•• May
thol ,..r 1647 proy. to tha .nd •• f.vorable ... It has ~n".d.•..

I.S.Dl"
Po.t_r....d:l«lBQ,E ALa API. 27 (1847) VAY II all In rad to Ilo.ton.

log"r Sha..",an DIl( pa)'lllaat.. r lth the r ....k of Kajor, .t tha batt I. of
Buen. VI.ta. Ha graduat.d fr Walt Point July 1,1827 and "al br..y.. tted
Llaut..nant Colonel for "&Allant and ..rttorlou. S"rylc,,"on F.bnJ.ry 23rd .t
tha bettl. of Buana Vista, Dlx dt.d J.nuary 7.1849.
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"Buena Vista !'lexica ~arch 22d 1846 ['47 J

Dear Bra - I beg your pardon ror not Inrorlling you that I was not killed lit
Buena n IS ta. . We 11 I got out or It lill ve. .. their ba 11 s lind 'ilrape lShot
scrlltehed my skin twice _ Our regillent yaS under )-lexican fire tor abOut or

o hours - We charged upon the Mexicans tylce during the day - our first
charge was -done up broyn~ - we made the ~hombres~ shov their baclCs and lert
J or 400 or them dead on the field Ylth very little loss on our .ide althou'ilh
ve made the charge under the rire or about rour times our nUalber - second
charge vall not quite 110 Successrul - the Mexicans surrounded us - broke our
ranks and came very nigh givin'll U8 hell and probably vould have done it had
not every man con81dered that hi8 scalp depended upon his oyn exertion. and
then "'as seen the lIuperiority oC theJl.mericans over the Mexicanll _ Althouqh
surrounded by ten times our number ye Caught our 'layout and rallied under
the protection or our battery and ...as ready to tight them again but Santa
Anna lett during the night and ve have not seen him since - Our loss "'as heavy
- the company I vas in out or 45 hlid 6 killed and 8 vounded. Wm T Sha ... ~

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
The action rerened to tOOk place on Feb. 23,1847.
Cover is postmarked vlth the type I straight line BRA~OS/APL 10 ,1847.
This Is the socal1ed error In spelllng,but many collectors believe at this
early date the authorities had not yet determined the correct spelling of
BRAZOS.
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-Caap Bellknilp August 7tb 18<16 666
-Dear Filther ..••. vrlte .fter ntcelving thlS direct to C.... rgoHexico.a. tIe
expect to aarcb troa here [to] there ln tour or five days.stoping a day or two
at. Hataaoras .•. It is about 19 al1es to Hatalloras - ve 10'111 aake the aarch in
tva day." lt i. about 120 froa there to caaargo" 75 fro.. there to HOnterey
that 1. by land. the•• distances beIng all double by vater,Genl Taylor haa aar
ched fro.. HataaOraa to Caaargo" t.hey are afraid he vill take the place before
ve get ther•• he told Col Horgan [George w.] that it vould not require .uch
hard Ughting as the battles of the 8th" 9th [palO Alto" Re.aca d. La palaa]
I still think there .re plenty of the sa_ opinion that ve viII be hoae ln froa
3 to 5 .onths _ those that have the good luck to live .... We sent out a toraging
coapany to kl11 so..e cattle.vhich are very plenty.there are plenty or .very
v"dety of gUle there is any vhere ..... Col Horgan" Col Irvin (Willha. 2nd
Ohl0 lnr .• died OCt.4.1852) are both very sick,Col Irvin is dangerous - he is
affected vith Gonorlhoea soCapt Tucker {Stephen S.] loIho Is atrected In the
sallie vay tOld ..e {this i. secret or course] This Country is filled vith
ratle sn.k•• _ they have killed several in our encampaent or great size - one
vas killed by the f1rst regl ..ent haVIng 21 ratles on - there are plenty at blrda
or every stze" de.crlption - Every thing vas intended by nature to derend
itselt _ the rroga have prickera [horned toads]. The rlys bite alore .evere than
aura. the grass even viii stiCk your feet. I vas oyer yesterday to Barita"
aav aOOle at the Texaa rangers going down vi th their pack honsell to 1II0uth rRio
Grande] for proviaions.vho inrormed lie that they were going to Yictorla to
IItt.. ck it about 125 ailes south or Matamoras - they dont anticlpatellluch of a
battle. There are rirteen ateaaboata on the rio grande" 1II0re CO/llIng on
every day. They are pallslng" rep..asing here all the tilne - There are plenty or
Arlll"dillOs here. there vall one caught the other day - ..... I.K.Blacklitone"

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Folded letter postlnarked at ·Pt Isabel/Aug 28"1846 and rated "lO"cent. to be
prepaid.
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1M THI WAQ or lWEHA VISTA

A«ua llIa"a liar. 4th 1847 -

I writa oft..... r parhapa t .........c ••••ry but I do .0 tn tho app..........ton
tMt .....y of .y I.ttar. _y not re.ch you on account of our ..tI••.-ts.-.
batng c.ptured by .traggltng p.rtt•• of the dt.per••d Hextc.n ....y. A party
of •.- M,"n ""'ndud _1'1 "mtch ... Nnt d.y bafou yaat.rd.y to penu.e tho
r.tra.ttng ......y ratur....d last nlaht .ft.r havtng foll~d thea •• f.r as
(L.) Encarnac1on, about thtrty .tI.. er". here. n.y had all laft there
laavtng about ftva hundred of thetr wounded. Santa Anna could ~.ter but
about four thou••nd _1'1 when he I.ft. n. .......ber of ht. ktlhd .nd woundad
has been underratad. We are nOW .attft.d that not 1••• than twelva hundr.d
were ktll.d & twenty ftva hundud wounded. n. fi.ld of batHa h .Ul1
covered wtth thetr de.d and the .tench t. -o.t horrtbl•• n. .traggler. are
.cattered throuah the ......nt.tn. by thou.and. and ...t _ny of the••tarv. to
de.th. You ....ad not axpect to he.r of any -Ore ftghttnS In tht. qu.rtar. It
took Santa Anna .lx _th. to r.t .. hi. anay and 11'1 d.y ",., .catte ....d it
like ch.ff bafo... tba wInd. It h now ... 11 ..certai d that Santa Anna had
t ...nty ..... thou.and _n on tna ft.ld of battle and had th..... thouu.nd
deht hundred .ll told. COOIIba dt.d on the lll.&ht of tna 27th (Febru.ry>.
HI. thigh had ba.n _put.ted tba d.y bafon. Ca_.y tna other ..... voundad tn
.y C08pany t. dotng veil. John Dunn had hh trunk robbed dur1na tM batt I••
tnay cot .,"ry thi .... na had tn the ....rld ."capt what he had on hl. back. II&.
had ju.t ba.n paid. coupl. of hundr.d doll.r. io COld which fortunataly he
h.d .bout ht. par.on & aaved It. About thtrty of our wounded have dtad .tnea
tha battle _ktnll our whole 10" ktll.d three hundud. W. have had ._
fillheing bat....n IMte .....d C...rAO. the pertlcul .... of which ... have not yet
I.a.....,d .... know h...... v.. r that the Ir.a..... _re whtpPld. 1 baletve that our
Itttle anay could 10 out taaorrow tn • fatr fteld and whip flfty thou.and of
tho ba.t He"lcan troops that ever ...re on a field of battl•• One thlng t.
c..rtaln. _ would be wl111ng to try it. Dead upon the battla fteld '1O
found .any of Our .cquatntance. frOM SaltIllo vho had prof••••d to be araat
frland. of tho ""r!can. but who .Itppad out and Jot d Santa Anna •••001'1
a. ha .ppro.ched. A lu.t .....y of tna Kextc..... offio:a. brouaht thatr wtvo.
vtth tho., ao conftdent var. thay of victory. n. 23rd w•• the btrthd.y of
Santa Anna and na had pro.lled ht y • are.t ball tn Salttllo at ntght •
•••• It tI 0.... of tha _t dtu bl. d.y. today I ....r .... n. wtnd i.
bl_tng a hurrlc.... " 1 .. looktn, .vary _!nut&. for.,. t ..nt to blow down.and
tha du.t h .0 thtck that you cannot ... t_nty .teiM' hafo.... you. !lotht", to
••t but hard bt.cut full of black bttt.r bu,. and ••It pork. Pl.asant w.y of
ltvina. t. it not' In .ll the bhcuit _ hava had bafo... tha bu,. vore
tol ..r.bly well fl.vor.d. but tha l ..t lot ...... vary bttt.r.ln .ddltlon to
thi. tho ......,. c.ptu....d our coff.. pot durtna the batH. and ... hava to ..u
coffa. tn ••ktll.tt. but the ,r••t ••t hard.hip 1 ha~ had to .ndure yet.w••
dol", without 0:1,.... On the day of the battle. l'bor HoM w.. frlghu ...d
.....rly to de.th. \Ia laft hi_ an Mitchell It.... Nearo c_p helpe... ) .t tna
ranche tn OUr r ••r. Thay .tayed thar. ttll about t.n oclock. whan a .tr_y
c.nnon ball found It. way down thera. Tht. wal .ore th.n thay could .t.nd
.nd they broke for town rullntnl avary .tap of tho w.y flva _l1oa vtthout
.topplng. There '1O' • largo body of tha eno~y" cav.lry ....r the road and 1t
I. a great \/Onder that thay were not both kllled.Ju.t a. thay got to town .n
att.ch was uda tha .....o that thay jU~Pld out of the frying pan tnto tho ft ....
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~y dtdnot r.turn to t~ e..p ttl I thr.. d.YI after t~ battl•• W. III
luppo..d thol,! had baan klll.d or _d. pr110,.r. Hc>aa "YI ~ dtd not run.~

only r.tr••t.d••••l ..ntlonad 1 balal~ 1n one of .y lett.r. ~ to .0.-

of you, t"-t John I.oa ..... klll.d • J_I:f'O....a. r batng kill.d but
Frank Wtll1_•••~d htJa by ahootl", t~ Hutean who bout to .pear hi...
~ louhvtll. la,ton to "hlch Col Duara ... belong nOt In t~ baottl••
UC..ntueky rasl..ntl Tbay ...ra .t Hont y. Genl Lana ..........und.d t ..lta •
but dtd not I••v. t'" fi.ld. Col. L "lUI hit thr.... U ..I but not hurt. t
..... hit but once, t~ ball .truek slanctng blow on t~ ....d and knockad
_ down but dtd not hurt _. Tba ball that ktil.d CootIb. el1pped .y clot....
•• tt ,...••d. 1 vlr1ly bal.t_ that 100 balll dtd not .lit .. _ .1" InC.... - an
and th.t .ore th.n a thou.and .....ket ball. pA••ed .-ong the rank. of .y COJIp
any. How ... a.capad .0 ... 11 I•••tr.el•• we feel al~lt dt.po.ed to ..ttrtb·
Ite It to a lpactal tntarpollton of providence tn our beh.lf •••••

•• L(., t

{~ ;...u uu.. ~ ..:.-..

J.~ ~~ J, ...4-
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WE WHIPPED THEH TIlREE THIES _ BUT THEY DID NOT KNOW IT
SANTA ANNA.

Agua Nueva, Mar _9,1847 .... Dea rest Mary ..... It is two weeks today si nee our
big fandango at Buena Vista, and yet it hardly seems to have been ten days
ago-This is the fourth letter I have ... ritten to you besides t ...o to Ferguson
and one to Lane,but the Mexicans have taken such a fancy to read our letters
lately,that I dont kno......hether you have recieved any of them. They have
captured several Of OUl" mails lately going & coming,and a great many letters
..hich "ere dil"ected to officers out here were found in the pockets of dead
Mexican soldiers On the field ....ho had robbed the mail a fe ... days before.to
morrow ...e march back to Buena Vista.This is in consequence of the badness of
the ...atel" here. There "ere about a dozen dead Mexicans & a hundl"ed beefs head
and paunchis lying in the spring at its source, and it is thick enough to make
tOlerable soup by the time it reaches US,OUl" camp at the battleground ... ill
not be a very pleasant one,as there al"e a great many dead Mexicans and horses
lying about over the field - The ..olves & buzzards ho..ever are pretty bUSy
and they will not last 10ng.We are going to erect fortifications at the pass
- We will not have any use them, for Santa Anna will not show his head In these
parts again soon. I think 1 mentioned In my last letter that Coombs was dead-
He died on the 27th the day after his thigh ...as taken off .conoway [Martin A.]
is doing doing ..ell but .. ill probably be lame for life.Thirty or forty of our
wounded have died since the battle and some men will yet die, making our whole
loss in killed up..ard of three hundred _ Terrible as the slaughter was, I would
rather go through five such battles, than one such encampment as that at Camp
Belknap on the Rio Grange where ..e lost ten in battle, ..e lost one hundred by
siCkness, I lost same very near & intimate friends in the battle.There is none
..hom I regret more than Capt Kinder [T.B.] - he was wounded by a cannOn ball
carrying away the calf of his leg,and aftel"wards basely murdered by the scoun
rls while In a wagon on his way to the hospital in the rear - They murdered all
of OUl" "'ounded that fell into their hands _ While our men were giving bread &
wate:r to thei:r ...ounded On the field and we:re giving them blankets, and exposing
themselves to a deadly fi:re of cannon balls & grape in going to their sucor,
they "'e:re skulking about ove:r the field and cutting the throat of every ...ounded
American they could find - The only man they spared was Coombs and it would
have been mercy to have killed him compared to ...hat they did do - They stripped
him naked & :rolled him into a bunch of prickly pears [cactus) so that there ...as
scarcely a spot on his body that had not a thorn in it - Th:rough that long cold
bitter night he lay ...ounded,alive 6. naked upon the field _ Cu:rses on their co"
ard hea:rts, ...e .. ill pay them well fOl" it if eve:r"e get another chance at them.
But of this I fear there is nO hope du:ring ou:r term of service [12 months]. I
believe that tho this is at an end,fo:r I do not believe that Santa Anna can raise
another army equal to the One we Whipped. He left San Luis with thi:rty thousand
men - Twenty one thousand of these he had On the field of battle _ The :rest he had
sent round to Our rear to cut off our retreat. They captu:red a t:rain of 100
..agons loaded .. ith p:rovisions,murdered the ...agoners & burnt the wagons _ They
then made an attack on the Ohio troops at Marin and gOt weU whipped. It ...as dur
ing this time that they captu:red our mails. The country is now clear of them.
Santa Anna came hel"e confident of victory - He had a finely disciplined army of
21000 men .. ith 30 pieces of a:rtille:ry - He kne ... our force as ..ell as ..e kne.. it
ou:rselves,and kne ..· that we were all voluntee:rs & he thought volunteers would
not fight - He said after the battle that he had ...hipped us three times,but ...e
...ere such fools that we did not know it. In fact he was not fa:r w:rong - the battle
"as going against us ..hen our regiment met the lancers and gave them such a
bloody welcome _ we let them :ride up to within thll"ty feet of us and then killed
& ...ounded 200 of them at one fire [Underscored by edito:r.alsO see Gibsons letter
of Mal"ch 1st and March 4th]_ we then tu:rned upon about 2500 of thei:r infantl"y on
our right and gave them a half a dozen rounds killing & wounding g:reat numbers
and driving them back to the mountains. This closed the battle and gave us the
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•"The gUO" still ~oaccd at intervalB;but silence fell at last. (
And on the dead and dying ca.e the evening shadows fast;
And then abOve the .ountainB rOBe the pale ~n'8 silver shield,"
And patientlY and pitying she lOOked upon the field.-
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victory. It vaa h~r~ that Coombs tell.just a little betore sunset.Capt
Taqqart [J.J vas killed a tev minutes attervards .. nd va" the Ust man vho
rell - The tJrst man killed on the 22nd v.. s one ot our regiment. .. nd the
l .. st who tell on the 23rd vas .. 150 of our regh.ent [IndianaJrd JOur reqi_
ment wall longer under tJre than any other On the tield.vas engilged often
er in clo•• tight vith the enemy than ilny other.l. yet lost fever men than
any regiment on the rield.The reason at this vas that ve never gave vay.
0\. never qat Into contusion _ Our 10•• in killed &. vounded is only 66 while
hardly any other regiment on the tield lost less than lOO.A number of
men belonging to other regiments vcre killed in our ranks but ve do not
count thelll.Dr.Athon vas dashing about over the tleld in the early part at
the day and came near being shot several times. but in the atter part at
the day he had his hands tUll at the hospi tal .... I looked in a glass today
the tirst time tor a month and hardly knew myself - Hy hair has become darll
almost as yours. 1 suppole it is oving to exposuer - My health vas never
better in the vorld than it 11 now _ It tOok lie almost a week to get over the
tatigue at the battle. The rirst letter I vrote you the IOOrning atter the
ba.ttle. t vrote vhile I vas so Ileepy that I had to rub .y eyes to keep them
open _ as soon as I had rinilhed it I vrapped up in a blilnket and thre....rllelt
do ...n among the sticks. and the vay t slept tor about t ...elve hours •.•. Mose &.
Mitchelle disappeared vhen th.. tirst cannon ball ca.e a.ong us. and we saw
nothing at them again tor tour days _ Hose says hedid not run.he only retreat
ed - Not ... ithstanding the desperate tight our men made ve had a good many cov
ards among us - There vere three or tour hundred and sOllie otticers vho were ilS
bildly trlghtened ilS Hose and vho run to the rear and to t01l0 early in the day
Their nilllle. lIill all be exposed _ There vere about torty at Our regiment among
the missing. FrOllllllY ~lDpany Vilrble.Neel.Baringer.Wa.de,\. Brovn run the tirst
ahover of musket balls that calle allong us _ The rest. lien ,\. otticers stuck by me
through thlCk and th,n&. fought like devl1sall day - In. letter to Ferguson
(John] the other day I mentioned this but in the list Ollitted the nameor Neel
tell John to add hi .. to the bl .. ck list.Men vho vill calle this tar trolll hOllle to
Ileet the ene..y ilnd then desert their co_ander in the hOllr of trial deserve no
_rcy.no compassion - In ..y letter home lome time allo I stilted that the Kentuck
~ans &. Arkansal .en vho had been catured by the ene..y vere murdered - This
report.though apparently lIell authenticated at the time turns out to have been
unture - They are all sare.llt the City or Mexico.and probably released by this
time.as Genl Taylor lIade an arrilngement with Santa Ann. tor their relea.se. the
dlly after the battle,by exchllnging ror their prisoners .... e had taken in the
battle ot Buena Vistil - Do not be discollraged trolll \lriting on accollnt or the
loss of our mails - .. . .Gibson"

"Bllena Vista _ Har.llth \Ie marched here 0\. encamped yelterday allllell - the
ground does not slllell as bad as lie expected it 1I0uld _ the wind blo,,"s the slllell
troll IlS - no Illail yet but ve hope tor one tomorrov - we have just heard or the 10••
ot the Pen.{Pennsylvanu] reg-t.-

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
At. the tille the ....erlcan and ~exican ar.iea vere tightlng On the tleld at Buena
Vista. the Mexican c<lvalry attacked three cO.llpanlea at the Dhio lntantryat
Marin an~ '..ere repu18.~ vlth 10ss.Alao.at abellt the same t.iaEc.Feb.2J or 24.
a vaqon train v.. s capture~ by MexiCilnl Who butchere~ t.he teamsters ilnd
burned the ....agons. When round soce ot them ha~ been staked to the c;round and
then cut to pieces,lIhile other bodies \lere being consulllec! in flamel.

Sergeant William Coombes vas shot on the 23rd ",nd died on the 27th ilfter his
leg had been alllputated at the thigh.He ..·.S the only Illan killed in Gibson's Co.
r • Jrd regt. tnd iana Vol un teers at Bllena Vis ta . His trea tmen t, atter be i ng
shot on the battle field,as described by Gibson,is Ihocking!
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BUENA VISTA H~r 18th 1847 ~ Still nO mail.The latest d~te I have from
home 115 your letter of J~n 16th - We h~ve not he~rd ~ word from C~m~rgo since
the fandango. and am getting uneasy about it. I f the enemy have taken it they
will run us short of provisions - of that however I do not think there is any
probability.} think it very likely however they have had same sharp fighting
down there.At ~ll events they h~ve m~naged in same w~y to keep the road stopp
ed up so that .... e can get no m~il,~nd Idoubt whether you have received any of
the many letters I have written _ We h",ve Just received the ne .... s of another
revolution in Mexico.of ....hich I suppose you .... ill hear before you qet this.
S~nt~ anna has gone to the City of Mexico and his army is pretty nearly disban
ded. You need h",ve no further uneasiness. h'e .... ill~ '!..Q..m.sre fighting ,hj;n·
Col.Bo.... les. the Cal. of the 2d Indiana Regt is under arrest upon a ch",rqe of
cow~rdice & incompetcncy.It is said during the fight ....hen under musketry fire
he hid himself behind his horse ancl that he himself gave the order to retreat.
and then Cl,1O like the old scratch [devil] was after him. He will be tried by ~

courtmartial and there the truth will appear. If half that is said about hilll be
be true he ought to be shot. and probably wi 11 be.· Two of the wounded of our
regiment have died and One Or t ....o others will die - 1 shall send Conway home ~s

soon as he is able to travel.He will be lame a long time.if not for life.Abbott
of Illy company who was ~tt~ckedwith pleurisy the day after the battle has re
covered and all the company are nov in good health. The reputation of Indlana
will suffer gre~tly from the w~y in which our second reqiment acted. Thank God
they can charge none of it upon the third regiment - We were under fire longer
than any other regiment in the field. were clOsely engaged with the enemy ofte
ner than any other. and twice saved the battle. and never once gave back a foot.
I "aUld rather that every man and officer in our regiment had been left dead
upon the field. than that the charge shOUld rest upon us.The men are not to
bl",me for the rout of the 2d Regt. The comp",ny officers are not to blame _ The
sh~llIe rests upon hiqher shoulders. I t rests upon some of Gov. Whi tcombs pet
officers. It is to be hoped th~t Indi~n~ will learn a lesson from this th~t she
.... 111 not soon forget - The inhabitants of S~ltillohave all came baCk
again, except those th"'t were rubbed out in the fandango - We found a good many
of our old acquaintances turned up on the field the next morning - They profe
ssed to be friendly to us. but as soon "'15 santa Anna appeared they Joined hIS
~rmy.Therewere I suppose a hundred from Saltillo killed.1 enclose you a rough
Sketch of the last desperate charge of the Mexicans on the 23d "hich "ill enable
yc·u to understand it better than ~ny description I can give [not present). The
future of the b~ttle turned upon that charge [of the Hexican lancers] ~ If they
had h~ve succeeded not many of us would have ever seen the United States again
but our regiment stood as firm as a rock. Not ~ Mexican of the leadinq squadron
of the l~ncers escaped,~ndvery few of their horses. I have marked on the map
also the place "here Cono"ay [private Hartin A.] was wounded about half an hour
before,~nd the pl~ce where Coombs [Sergeant William Coombes] fell ~bout an
hour afterward. At the place "here Coombs fell we lost mOre men in about one
minate than we lost in all the rest of the d~y.'I'here ....ere but eight companiel; of
our regt. with uS,the two rifle companies having been on the mountain In the
morning "ere cut off by the lancers when the 2d Regiment were forced to retreat
to the ranch in the re~r. Mar.19th 1847
We h~ve just heard th~t our lost train of wagons which left Monterey on the 6th
.... ith an escort of 400 men has been captured and the escort killed or taken pris
oners ~ If this is so they got all the letters that were .... ritten for ten days
after the b~ttle,~ndyou will not hear of the battle for a month yet. This is
really provokinq if true _ I do not beleive the story myself.Genl Kearney· has
had ~ f~ndango at Chihuahua. and cut 4000 of the Mexicans to pieces ~ about 1000
of them were rubbed out _ The American loss I do not kno" - We have also just
received news from the city of Mexico that the Mexicans are fighting among them
selV1aS - That a battle lasted three d~ys in the city and "as still going on ~t
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the last accounts. They are a sweet set these Mexicans. I wish we could get them
<Ill together upon one plain and then get <I ch<lnce <It them with <lbout twenty five
thousand men - We ....ould make short work of the ....ar. Your cousins wound is doing
well but it will be a couple of months before he can go about again. Our provis_
ions are getting rather short,and ~l we dO not receive some in four or five
days more we shall have to fall back toMonterey.8y the way talking of pro
visions I .... ish you could see our table & kitchen furniture. It WOUld make
you laugh I kno .... - Let me give you a list of it. 3 tin cups,2 tin plates _ laId
knife,an old iron steli pan in which we make coffee _ 1 frying pan,l iron table
spoon & I iron tea spoon. This is all. Dont you think the Mexicans would get a
rich prize it they captured them. Tough beef ,Mexican bread and coffee are all
that I have eaten this tva months, till this evening I got Same tea which was
quite a luxury. These are small matters hovever that we never think of except
to laugh once in a while when we think how our friends at horne would fare if they
should happen to drop in on us at dinner time and have to take pot luck with us
I am afraid they Iiould have trouble to m<lke out a dinner. Coffee is the most
Indispensable thing for a soldier _ It we can only get a good tin cup full of
strong coffee we can alw<lYS make out _ This we could not get during the tliO days
fandango,and felt the want of it very much _ On the night of the 23d when J lay
down to sleep <lmong the de<ld & dying on the battle field,lliould have freely
given fifty dollars for a quart of hot strong coffee _ The next morning as soon
as we found that the enemy was gone I found an old negro COOking down at the batt
ery and gave him half a dollar to make me some - I had not drank anything but
water for forty eight hours <lnd never did anything tast so good before - Luckily
I had filled my pockets with segars <lnd had plenty all through the b<lttle-

Mil"-' 20th 1847-
Our camp is all joy today - Our tr<lins <Ire <Ill s"fe,our mail is in <lnd ve have "11
got letters from home Genl Taylor is somewhere between Camargo & Montr-
ey. No one knows what the old coon is after, but he has gOt something or other in
his head.The MeX1CanS begin to think he is the devil himself. The weather still
continues ple<lS<lnt,,,nd ve hope the cold weather is over.The boys are all begin-
ning to count how much longer they have to stay,and ilregetting anxious to be at
horne again nov thilt there is no more prospect of another fandango. We do not know
yet vhether we Iiill be started home in time to be at Albany [Indianil] by the time
Our yeilr expires [they were 12 month volunteers),or Whether we Iii 11 be kept
here the vhole year before we start - If so we viII about get home in time for the
August election. That is the time that I think we will reach there - Our camp is
perfectly healthy - There are scarcely any in the hospital but the wounded,and
they are mostly doing "ell... .We look for another mail in" couple of days .

.. . Ag<lin let me assure you that there will be no mOre fighting here durlng our
stilY - that is certain - So certain is Genl Taylor of this that he st.opped the
Iioel< on <I little fort we vere building at town (Saltillo]. T.W.Gibson"
[lola ry ) M. W. Gibson/Char lest.o"n, Ind. "

·A court of inquiry found Bowles ignorant of military tactics-anllnever should
have been in charge of the regiment.The court concluded th"t he did not lack
courage Or bravery, only the capacity of judgement as commander.The charge
that he hide behind his horse was not proved. However his actions did hurt the
reputation of Indiana for ye<lrs to come.
Genl.Taylor gave most of the credit to the Missis5ippi rifles,but then they
vere comm<lnded by his son-in-law Jefferson Davis.Davis ilnd the rifles had been
with Taylor on the 22nd and had he been ilt Buen', Vista things might have been
different. Another IF - If Taylor had followed his orders frolll Washington to
occupy the Rio Grange River betveen it's 1lI0uth and Monteeey, the battle m<lY never
have taken place. IF he had lost the battle he would have placed Scott in a very
precarious situation! But he wan and vas On his way to the presidency of the
United States. The Indiilna troops started hallie from BUenil Vista on May 24,1847.
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BJU'It,E OF WENA VISTA

The {ollowtna letter. addre'led to David V.Oatly ~ra written {r~

the thaat.r of war In N1"lco by ht••On. Lieutenant Harry Harrt.on
Datly and Davtd v. Oatly Jr. They both lerved In the 3rd le.i-ent
"f tndtan Vnlunteeu at the battle o{ &lena Vista al ...... with Capt.
Tha-a. Var. Ctbeon,

c.-p auena Vllta
~h 2'ltl 1~7

\010. recetved .....ther _t I On ye.terday and t an>ttouely ...""cted to reClIY.
II h·tl('r. ",t wll~ ~d tn dl"npnlnt_nl Q;,r e.-f'IU''f .... " ... I_d f ..... - On<'
{or Lteut FOllt. fr_ H B Col. "f Feby 14. t "ndenund that Doctor "thon
(J~. S.l , Lteut C.rr .Ieo recelv.d letter. but .. they are .t Town t
know nothtna of ft. Doctor hal been at Toom .tnce the 2d Inlt. att;n:(itnc
to the wounded. Lt.ut Carr hal been tn two or three day. On a vt.lt • they
are both ... 11. Doc lonu. better tban t aVar ._ hia. Our COIIpany are .11
... 11 with the a ..captloo of lob Abbott of If.hovtdanca who ha. baen quite
.Ick but t. nOW recovertn. and HArttn Conaway .ttll confined "tth hi •
....und • he t••ttll _ndlng .nd pa..... off hi. tt_ by "",retna the yellow
.kln•• We have no rellabll new. of the eneay, and cannot po.ltbly till
"hat thetr Intlntlon. are. a, far .. attacking thl' ltne ..atn, the new'
at the tn,urrectlOf1 aotna on at tha City of ...."tco (that 1 .poka of 11'1 .y
I..t) h.. no tarther conflraetlon, the 3d Ohto RIgtment arrtv,d herl to
day, "htch ..,ka. 7 lagt. of tnt. I of Cav... lry 2 Battery. l.. I Squadron of
Dracoon. Our forca hare. Cenl.T.ylor I. anc~ped at Walnut Sprln.1 S
alia. frOll Hont.rey. 6 Campy'e of the Vtrgtnt. Regt have arrived at
Honterey and 1 underatand tha other 6 C.,.py. (the kegt hal 12 c"",py.) are
to re.atn at Camargo. What dtlpolltton t. to be ..de of the re~lnder of
the new troopa. I hava not underatood, Cenl.Taylor a few day•• tnce _rched
to Catarina a town of 12000 {nhabttant. the head quarter. of Gel'll Urraa
who had boan '0 active 11'1 deltroytng our trail'll. When he got thera he found
the Cal'll had v~u..d. he however plantld ht. cannon, .nd a.vI the.. warnln,
that If they d1d not pay the e"pan... of the train. da.troyed he would
de.troy the town, "htch they agreed to, and he returned to htl old EnclL/Ilp.
_nt. Ganl,Taylor would nOt order a court ..artlal in the CaM of Col Bowlal
.0 the "Old Man" h.. atumed to o"ty (Bowles gave the order for the 2nd
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Indiana to fall back which turned into a route). we haYe ne~e thet Genl
Scott hae takan Vera CI"\J~ without the firing of a gun (V"n CI"\J~ iaye up On
t~ ~rnln. of the 26th of "-rch and three day. later the city and thl
r. rtra.e ot San Juan <k Ulua "a. turned oy"r to t~ ..... rttan.>. 1 thtnk
fro. all appearanea. that ... wtll r...aln her" unttl about the 20th of June
at which tt-a ... "til take thl back track for too.. whtch "til .aka It about
t~ I.t of Sept. betora ... r"ach the .... s.:- holl'" ara entertained that ...
"til haye the E~t.lte pleA...... of floggIng the greasers once .are before
our t .... ot s.rvlc. ExpIre...... ".Datly

HaJor Goraan ha. obtallWld laa... of ab..,nce for 60 days, and gone h.,... And
t hay. no doubt "ith the Int.ntion of tryina hte gun powder popul.rtty for
Coni"''' . So the world way. a_ gnat ..n aade In the. taat battla.

Iton anon H.D.
!t>.taarkad: st. ".AZOS/AR. 16,1847" kat" 10

I

/tt

\ I j v,,/~./,~
( l., (<1/,.,,--

ft t:" 1/ " "" ';
i .. )

DoI.r Fat~r '" Itoth..
•••••• 1 ha"" no ..ws 1 belal"" of ..ch t_portanc" to relat. to you

only all the boya .... tn fi .. aptrtu looking "very day "hen ... "til be on
OUr road to t~ Bra.o•• lY"rythlnl prea.nta that appe.ra(n)c. at prasant •
the ... "a. a ..attnl call"d today __ng the different real..nt. to aaa how
aany ot t~ "n would ravolu(n)teer. Col La... aaya ~ think.... "III atart
In a faw day. but we .ay not .tart fro. ~ra unttll OUr tl.. t. up • I ..
Yerry eorry to hlar that the Indlanntan. ha. r"ceive. ao Itttia prat .. fro.
the batUe for [ do tall you that ther" .....""r w,," a sett of -en fought
bett.r than OUr rall..nt (the 3rd reg.) or the 2nd Etther Excapt "hera they
wera forced to ratr"at end that was In dlaorder on account of Bowie',
tgnoranca ot ellatary tacttck•. the KentUCYlln...at raccollect that both
Col. McKe. '" Clay loat thetr Ilvea In trying to rally the cowardly ra.cal.
whln the lancar. chargad on thetr ra.t..nt • that EYery 'an of the. Broolta
and nan IIka .ona of IHtchea and Both McKea !o Clay appealed to the.. to
.t.nd and thay had no ears ~nd they both tryed (to) rally thfl•. But It wa.
&II In Yaln and they .tood calling to thfl. untitl It "a' to lau to .aye
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t~lr OWn li~., .nd t~ IILinoin. mu.t reeeolleet th.t twice we ••ved t~a

fr~ being cut ~ earved .11 to pl.ell and .ore than that. that 2 e~panle.

fr~ t~ 2nd' 2 fro- t~ Jrd regi~nt. of Indiana fought .11 day on tna
.ountain ~tght on the 22nd and on the morning of the 23rd • th.t (the) 2nd
Indiana opened tna filht and Jrd Indiana wound it up vhieh you viii .ee in
the Piebt Guard (nev.paper) ••••• it t. very hard ..... itina on ay lap and paper
paper "'Iry hard to lit Ind have to pay 6k cent. per .he.t •••••
Ptl.e.-arbd: SL "Y.AZO$/HAY 29.1847". latl: 10 YOUri untlll daath

D.II.lMlly Jr •

•

aarry (Katrilon D..ily)

Buena Vtlta May IJ 1847

Oppertunity offarl by which 1 can lend thia to Monterey and probably to
If Orlaan. by Col Hc:Carty vho goe. to Honterey to obutn leava to 10 to
If Orlean., wtth the intantton of contradieting the .Iandarou. report.
they ha.... on the Indianian•• Ind find out the autbo... of the anon,..".,..
Ilttltl. The 2nd ~, (lantueky) llgt la.ve. for the .tata. toaorrow, at
what ti_ we vtll tab up the Itne of _reh i ••ttll u...eert.in but 1
think tn the <:our.. of 20 day•• Capt Ctb..,n 60 ee-pany ara aratt_d at
tha pal' 2 atl... fro- thtl on the Agu.a !l>a...a roa.d, all ... 11. 1 hava ju.t
la.rned that the OrdaT Ia. been t ..ued for u' to .....eh the 20th - The
eo.anehe 1ndillll' auackad the ..ttla 1' the A8u- llIa ...a 1.1llIehe a d.y Or
tva .inea and klllad __ 8 or 10 of U We had announced on parade
I.. t Iventng t~ fact of Cenl Seott gaining anothat victory ovar the
Gt r. (Haltean.) ,1' Carro Cordo 60 the tot.l di.per.lon of the Helie,"
A y• .so- thtnk we vtll ".rry "- the neVI of • peace. but 1 think
diffarently for aftaT we have t.ken Ivery place of i ..portance in 1iII11"0.

we ..til not hava "rippLed thel In the lellt. if any thlng rlther bettered
therl "ondltton than othend .... for the Kreater pottton of IOney alpendad
In thl. country by the tTOop' findl ita ..ay into the eoffer. of the
(Haliean) govetnaent. A~ "annot e_ into c~p to 11011 ..ilk but vh.t
he tI _t at the guard Itatton II he leave by a Mext"an who I..vi,.. a tu.
On hta for the privilag_ he enjoy. of lalling hi. marketing to the
Amari",n Soldierl, we not only have to "hip them. but in I~ degraa
have to p.y the.. for ftghting ul.

Poltllarked: NEIl ORLEANS La./JUN 3 Rat. 10
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-Buena vlsta.l"lar.23d 18... 7

-"'arest Mary. I have just learned that a rev days after the battle an express was
sent frolll ClImlu'go home,with the nevs that 'Ie vere defeated and all k1l1ed 0, taken
prisoners. So that I suppose our trlends at home had a gloomy time of it until they
got the correct nevs.It va. fOl,lrteen day. beto.l'e they heard frolll us at C"a"ugo.--
the enemy hllve nov lett this part of the country entisrly.Our malls leave here
once a week and send you a letter by every lIlaiiand 1I1so by private hand whenever
opportunity otters.Our 1.8t .IIall which i. the only one 'Ie recleved since the
battle brought me tvo letters from you,which I answered by return .al1 We elm
learn nothing certain yet ii' to the tl.118 When we shall start hOlle." Gibson continues
about the ... 11s, the veather,and the crops nov ready for hllrvest - vheat,peaches
etc. On -March 24th 1847" he contInues that the beys .re all an:dou. to 110 ho.e .nd
that -We h.ve. rUllor In ca.p today that Ver. Cruz h.s been ta!ten by Genl Scott but
no One !tnov. hov the nevs Ilot here. [Ver. Cruz: surrendered March 29th] He must cert
alnly have had. batt.le t.here before thh tille &. I hope he has succeeded ln taklng
t.he place. The infernal conduct of t.he Mexicans here tovards such of our wounded as
fell lnt.o thelr hands has so exasperated Ile t.ovards t.hell t.hat. I vould rejoice to .ee
the vhole na t lon exterlllna ted We have just heard of another a ttack by the
[Mexlcan] lIIncers upon one of our trains betveen Monterey &. Call1argo.Welost three
men kUled &. th.Mexicans rorty.We have not one fourth enoullh troops here /Ind vhere
the troops /Ire to come from to supply our pl/lces vhen our time ls out-Is more than

r anyone here can tell. In less than three Ilonth, the tllle of all the troops nov here
vUl expire except the few rellular cavalry and artlllary,not 1II0re than 400 in
number. It. ls nov nine o'clock at night,th.beys are all s.tting llround the rlre
.inlling an old t ••hloned hy•• Mose (n.gro servant) le.ding the cholr .
Har 27tb 1847 ••.••• Uph.r. ln thellountains they have nothing but tOU'ilh beef &.
1I01a88es. The last. llccount we had fro. Santa Anna h. vae on his val' to the ci t.y or
'lexico to t.ry and suppre•• the revolution that had t.aken place there - He had but
dlt thousand troops vith 1'11. and the other Meltican General vho vas apposed h;Jd
thIrty thousand. So th/lt I .uppose Sant" Annas career ls pretty near to a close. We
have a report here that Vera Cruz vas taken by Genl Scott vlth out a f1ght.- The
Heltican8 I suppose concluded that the cUllate would kUl our troops ott hst en_
ough; and 80 it viiI it they rellaln there during the SUllllller 1I0nths - It I. perhaps
the 1II0st unhealthy place in the vOrld _ The yellow f.v.r COllllllences there abr>ut the
middle of Hay and lasts till November,and 80metlmes all vlnter.In the lIIountain
rellion vhere we are sickne.s Is almost unknown.There 18 In fact nothing to produce
it.Colllway ia recoverinll tln.ly &. r;Jpidly,/I11 the relit ot the boys ar. vell.In t/let
ve have no sickn.ss in the re'illlllent.This is very difter.nt froll vhat it was on the
Rio Gr;,nde last su_er vh.n v. had less than tvo hundred .iCk at once .•.•...Gibson-

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Note: The revolut.ion ..ent ioned, VllS lead by a General Pena y Bar ragan vi th support
of the Catholic Church. but lola. disintegrated vith the r.turn ot SlInta Anna.
Scott vas v.ll avare of the va-ito ·yellov tever)sea.on and stayed at Vera Cruz only
long enough to organ I ze the expedi tl on. On Apri 1 8t.h Gen.ra 1 D<lvid e. Tvl'J'ils. co_and
Ing the 2nd Divi.ion of the ArllY of Invasion, lett vera Cruz. The toute vas select.d by
Scott,folloving the route that Hernando Cortez had taken in IS19,t.o the second con
quest. ot Mexico.
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~Buena Vista H"y 6th 1847

~ Dear Hary _ DOnt you get tired Of seeing ~Buena Vist" ..ritten "t the head of
lIy letter.?! kno.. ! am tired of "'dting it.In fact I never VIIS liS tired of a
place in Illy life as I alii at this. Thank fortune they cannot keep us here llIuch
10nger.If the:.' intend tohllve us at Nev Orleanll by the 22d since all it ill Said
they do, ... IIUSt stsrt frail here 1n the course of ten days frail nov all It "Ill
take us SIX veek. to <jlo to Ne'" Orleanlil _ The veather IS dell<jlhttul here no.. ,but
at Honterey I learn it is excessivly hot. The ne" troops are dyin<jl oft by hund
reds there and on the Rio Grande _ all the old troops ho..ever are perfectly
healthy _ "e have all kinds of rUalOra frail the South about SCOttli ArllY - One day
\of' hea r tha tit va. v I ctor iou. _ The next that it vas defea ted and Scott killed
- That there has been a battle there I have nodoubt,and I have very little
dOubt that SCOtt has ...hipped theil, though it is likely ... ith a great saCr1fice
of 1 i fe. I th I nk tha t the 1'Iex lcans here have the cor rect intelligence but "'111
not co_un1 ca te it to us. They [U. S. ArllY J are .,.k 1n9 great effort. here to 1n
duce our lien to reenlist for the var,hut .. ithout any success.Hr.Polk has seen
fit in lIaklnq hiS appolntllents of officers to take lRen at hOlle and entirely
dillregard the applications of those ..ho have served here durinq the last year,
and he .. Ill tind It very dltflcult to persuade volunteers ...hohave ser...ed a
year,toenll.t under a set at green horns vhovould scarcly knov the differ
ence bet...een a cartridqe box and a pepper box.Out of the ...hole division nUllber
Ing tlve thousand volunteers. they "Ill not be able to raise a slnql' cOllpany."
Many of the ..n vould ... illingly stay under experienced officer. bUt not under
!'Ir Polks ne'" appol.ntllents,Sc>lIe at lIy _n are talking of IStaying 6 .onths longer
as teallster. _ TheYiet S25.00 per aonth and ...•.. - Mc COllbs IS talklntol of stay
~ng a ...hlle and cooperinq _ he Clln get S40.00 per 1I0nth - I think ho...ever vhen
the tille co... they ... ill all conclude to calle hOlle and aIOst of thell be ... 1111ng
to sLay there _ May 7th 1847 _ Another lIail and I recd t ...o letters,
one frail .••.. '" yours. 1 t and one f rOil I . D. Ferguson, both dated Api 4t h. I t turn_
ed out Just as! expected,that all the Indianians vould be lIl.xed up together in
the rout at the 2d Regt,though ..e ..ere aIOre than a 1I11e distant frail thell at the
tille they <;lave v.y; they being on the extrelle left,ve on the extrelle right. The
truth however h.s I suppose eOlle out before thir•. The third Indiana ...as lOnger
",nder ttre than any regillent on the rleld _ slept on the field in the most advan
ced p0l51tion,and ...". the only regillcnt on that bloody field vhose ranks "ere
never brokfoon, and thull never once 9ave vay .Host or the liIcoundrels ...ho have been
"riting hOlle .landering us are lien "ho "ere skulking in tovn during the "hole
of the battie.We ... 111 give thelll the devil yet if ve can ever llIeet ... ith thelll.liell
LUI has pU.yed sllash tn her trolic .. Ith old Gosh. I thought her co",rage "aUld
fa i 1 vhen it callie to the s tick Ing..P2i.!!..t. I have "r i t ten to you at lea .. t once a
...eek _ by lallt lIall I sent yo", a nevspaper pUblished at Saltillo containing a
refutution of the sUnders upon our troops - By this lIail I send you a I'lontf!rey
paper containing a poell at John upon the battle - There vas an error or
t ...o in the print vhlch 1 have corrected .. ith a pencil.There have been great
efforts lIIade to Induce our lIlen to re-enUst and it the otficers that Hr Polk
appointed had part of thelll been selected fro.. the of ricers out here no",a iood
Many vould h"ve stayed but as it is they c"nnotget a man.Three at lIy lien can get
situations as teallsters at S30.00per lIonth - ... 1 shall try and persuade thell
out at the notion, but do not knovvhether 1 can or not ....•.. May 6th /47 Tod .. y
1 received ne.... rro.. Scott upon "hich it ill thought reliance can be placed. It
co..""s I.n a Mexlc.. n ne""paper published at San Luis and 5tate5 that a b.. ttle "ilS
tought near Jalap.. [Battle of Cerro Gordo and occupation of Jalapa April 18th]
In vhich the Hexicans vere defeated. You hovever will get the correct Intellig
ence long betore this reaches you.! vas "oIeighed today and just reached one
hundred Ii. torty sc'/en poundll - ...hen! left Albany! veighed onl;! hundred Ii. eighty.
, .. 1 am In hopes! shlill not bllccltle fleshy again - We have a grllat many
visitors up tro ... Monterey to see the battle field - They stay a day or t"o and go
off loaded vith relics frolll the field - such as bullets,pieces of shells and
sOl:1e of th(:11 take a t.ncy to Mexican skulls.! dont knov but vh"t! ... ill pack up a
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skeleton myself and bring home,Dont you think it "ould make a fine ornament for
the parlor,There are mOre than a hundred of them lying unburIed on the field
yet,not"ithstanding a party of eighty men "ere three days engaged In buryIng
them after the battle. The 'IIeather is most "retchedly hot today -Too hot to
keep men out as sentinels and if old Taylor vas here he 'IIould not do it,but
old Granny WOOl (GeneralJ 'IIould keep them out if [itJ 'oIas hot enough to fry
pancakes - We keep 100 sentinels around camp night I> day ~ One hundred go on
and stand tva hours and are releived by "nother hundred .... ho take teir places,
In addition to this we have picket guards out six or eight miles from camp in
all directions and our scouts go from fifty to one hundred miles frolll camp.
Santa Anna thought to catch us napping on the 22d [Feb] but we heard of his
approach before he was within thirty Illiles of us. Santa Anna says in hIS
Official account of the battle that we got our information from one of hIS men
who deserted, but in this he is entirely mistaken _ our own scouting partles
brought us all the intelligence we had.They 'IIere 'oIithin a hundred yards of
hIS camp on the night of the 20th at Encarnacion and came in on the 21st about
noon and reported to Genl Taylor that Santa Anna ....as there with about t ...enty
thousand men,If he could have caught us at Agua Nueva , ... e should not have got
off as easily as 'ole did,though I have no dOUbt we could have WhIpped him then.
we would hO'llever have lost a great many mare men than we did .. might possibly
have been Whipped ~ May 9th 1847 It is Sunday "nd we have had a very
he"vy sho'oler of r"in I> h"il this "fternoon ....hich has cooled the air and rend
ered it very pleasant this evening. I saw peaches today as large as hens eggs
- in t ....o 'IIeeks more I think ~'e shall have some ripe ones.The news from Scott
today is,that the Mexican army dispersed without much of a fight and that
their ....as no longer any force rem"ining to oppose Scotts progress.A Hexican
army ho ....ever is soon dispersed and soon raised again.rhow right Gibson isJ
They may have no army today _ and in twenty days have thirty thous"nd men again.
They got such an awful flogging from us that I suppose they 'IIere "fr"id to try
"'13 ''!It'iili Scott ...ho had three times as many men as we had, and ten times as much
artillery - May 10th - Well it is nOw certain that v.. viiI remain
here until the last hour of our time,so that you need not look for us till about
the first of August.Hr.Polk 1 suppose thinkS by this meanS to force d grcat
many of the roen to re-enlist,but he will find himself very much mistaken. Capt
Sullivan got ~ere last night.He says that they have all sorts of hard stories
about the 2d Indiana regiment in the states.l suppose that in Indian" you have
got Genl Taylor'S Official report long before this and this viII sho here
Our regiment ....as and 'IIh"t it ...as doing and ho'll it acted in the fight!We ere all
in hopes to have been off from here in a fe ... days and "re greatly disappointed
at having so long to remain yet.It 'oIill however be about as healthy in New
Orleans in the latter part of July as it 'IIould earlier in the se"son "nd" month
more Or less is not much - so we must grin I> bear it.Tell the friends of my boys
that they are all ...ell _ there is not the least sickness in the regiment. we
have had the vhOle regiment vaccinated and many of them have sore arme.Oo not
f"il toh"ve all the children vaccinated who have not been,as posslbly ...e mIght
bring It home 'IIlth us in c"se it should happen to get into the regiment,of ...hich
however I think there is not much danger. Keep all the little one" for me-
Mrs Ma ry W. Gibson Yours affect i ona tely IT. Wa re Gi bson"

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
'James K.POII< was a democrat and the t ...o most prominent generals ~ WInfield
Scott., he"d of the army, and Z"chary Taylor - were both Whigs of the opposite
party. Scott ...as ordered to formulate plans for the invaSIon of Mexico and
Polk W"S trying to get Congress to make Senator Thomas H"rt Benton a Lieut.
General and send him toMexico as he"d of the invasion forces. Benton would
out rank Scott who ...as aM,,) .General, Ho...ever he failed and gave into the
advise of his Secretary of War "'m.L,Marcy and gave the command to Scott. Thus
Wi nf i e ld Scot t, hal f -betraycd by Polk, halt ~equipped, ha 1 f -suppl ied and
continually intrigued against by politicians who held general's commissions,
went on to ... in the ...ar.while pe"ce ncgotiation5 were in progress,follo... ing
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the occupatlonof !'lexico Clty,Polk ordered Scott hOllle 1n disgrace to face.a
court of lnqUlty,based on charges made by the lying of Gideon PUlol; who
had Just been promoted by POlk to Major General. On Feb.2.1848 POlk ordered
his peace cOllllIIlss loner, NichOlas Td st, home in d i sgarace. However, Trlllt., at
the request of the Mexicans stayed on and signed the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo,whlch Polk llnd CongrelSs had to accept if they wanted toend the var.
Jallles II.Polk lIlay hllve been oneof our belSt presidents,between J.ackson and
Llncoln,but he was not blg enough to conduct a war'
'In $plte of all the killsd and wounded and the thousands of deserters llt
Buena V1sta,Santa Anna was able to round up another army. Thiswlls repeated
fol10ving hi .. defeat lit Cerro Gordo and again he raised an army - even larger
than before. :>anta Anna' Ii proble", vas "staying paver" not man POyer.
·General Tillylor,in his official report,gave credit to Jefferson Davis and
his M1s6isll1ppl Rifles,for the repulse of the Mexican Lancers and accused
the 2nd lndiillnill with cowardice at the battle of Buena vista. Gibson never
forgave Taylor tor this and he bolted the Whig party and became a Democrat.
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GEO.H.THOMAS TO JEFPERSON DAVIS
ON GENL.TAYLOR AT BUENA VISTA

• Port Delknap Tex
August 1st 1858

Colonel. 1 recieve" by the mail of last week, Dr ,wood's letter of the 10th of
'lay addressed to me at Fort Lf>avenworth ,asl{ing me to communicate to you such
facts re;,ardinOj the conception <lnd termin<ltion of the battle of Buena Vista as
may have corne to my knowlege so far as the merits of the conflict were due to Genl.
Taylor, ,the main points desired being "the f<lcts occuring between the absence
Genl.Taylor at Saltillo and his return to the field on the morning of the 23rd".
With regard to the first point the conception and planing of the battle.l do not
believe there is a sin"le officer ~'hose mind is unprejudlced,of all those who
pa rt i ci pa ted I n the ba t t Ie, "ho does not give Genl . Tay lor full cred i t for the
selection Of the ground and the yener<ll plan of arranging tlle Army for the re
cept i on of the enemy, tha tis, he directed tha t Wa sh 1ngton' s [Capta In John M. ,4 t h
Artillery) Battery shOUld be placed in position at the Angostura , th<lt the <lroyo
on his ,l~<lshington's,rightshOUld be examined thorughly,an" if necessary Artill
ery and such other troops as could <lct most efficien tly shOUld be so posted on its
left flank <IS to secure our right from being outflanked,and the main body,of the
army was directed to be posted On the main plateau to receive ~he enemy,Ilefore
leaving Ague Nueva I learnecl that it 'o'as Gen Taylor's intention to halt at Buena
Vista. I clo not now remember 'o'hether I heard the General say so himself the even
ing before the Army left Agua Nueva.or heard it from same member of his staff,
To'o'ards subdown on the 22nd [Capt. Thomas I.;j Sherman's [3rd Artillery 1 Bilttery,
to which I belonged moved for"ard from a slight eminance about half a lIti Ie In ~ea~

of the Angostura to the foot of the hill on 'o'hich Col.Hardins [John J. ,1st Ill
inois Infantry 1 Rct.~·as posted , where we remainecl during the ni;)"ht. About the
same time Bragg'S [Lieut.Braxton.Li"ht Artillery] Battery 'o'hich had also been
drawn up near our first posl tlon ,crossed the aroyo wi th Col. McKee's [I\m. R., 2nd
Kentucky Infantry] Regt,to support it,ancl took up an advanced pOllition near its
head ,ancl where the ground was completely cut up ~'ith ravines.l am also under
the impression that the bocly Skermishers 'o'hich had been posted on the slopes of
the mountains on the extreme left of our position was strengthened ':Iy men from
the Kentucky and Arkansas horse.Col BowIe'! [Wm.A. ,2nd Indiana Infantry) Regt.
with three pieces of \-'ashington's Battery under O'Brien [Capt.John Paul Jones,
bvt Major for gallant conduct at Buena Vista] had been early posted on the ",lat_
eau extending from the road to the mountains on our left,;;' near the head of the
first ravine runnin;, from this plateau towards the road.I have alwdys beli
eved these arrangements 'o'ere madE' by Genl,Taylor's orders. His Inspector Genl.
pointecl out to Sherman the position he was to occupy, and then directed him to
execute any o~ders he might ~ecieve from Genl Nool.Col ~cKee ancl Ilragg were ",05
tecl by his Chief Engineer.Just at day light on the 23~cl my section 'o'as directed to
re",ort to Col [Sylvester} Churchill Inllpeetor Genl, to be assigned to a position
in thE' line of battle.He placecl me 'o'ith one piece on the right,ancl Lt.Freneh [Sam_
uel G. , ,Capt. gallant condllct at Buena Vi sta ,1atE'~ maj , genl. C. S. A. 1861-1865 J
with the other on the left of Col Bissell's [h'lI\.H. ,2nd Illinois Infantry] Regt.
which t found in positionat the head of the 2nd ravine leading from the plateau
towards the road. Soon after the squadron of thE' 1st Dragoons was posted behind
the right of Di ssell' s Regt. and 'Ie CuI laugh '5 [Ben, Texas) Rangers took up a
,:>ositlon at the head of the next ravine to'o'ards the road Ii. about200 yds to my
right and rear.Soon after reaching the position assigned me by Col Churchill
the battle commenced by a Simultaneous assault on our extreme left,and a strong
demonstration on the Angostura .The latter was soon repUlsed by \~ashington's
Battery,but the asaault on our left was successfUl. Col BowIe's Regt[2nd Indiana
that turnecl <In order to fall back Into disorderly flight.See Gibson ,Dally and



Dix letters in this collection] Regt.having been driven from the field,and O'Elden
being without support had to retire leaving one old piece,after gallantly holding
his position till the last moment.Col Bissell's Regt.and the SCjuadron of Dragoons
fell back about 300 yds and reformed On the edge of the large ravine running from the
mountains to the road in rear Of the Angostura,and seperating the main plateau from
the broken ground between it and the Ranche Of Buena Vista.Being entierly unsuppor
ted at this time I moved back towards the road with my piece and having taken a posi
tion between McCullough's Compy.and the right Of Bissell's Regt.commenced firing
upon passing colums Of the enemy.C<lpt.s Sherman .. Br<lgg h<lving <llso re<lched the
position which I occupied the fire Of six pieces soon stopped the further advance of
the enemy towards the Angostura.But a large body Of Cavalry and Infantry had succ
eeded in crossing the main plateau and having driven our light troops from the sides
of the mountains, and dlsperced the Kentucky and Arkansas horse,were advancing tow
ards the road in rear of the Ranche,whenGenl.Taylor accompanied by Genl Wool [John
E.] reached the plateau.At this time the battle had abated somewhat in the center,and
soon after reaching the pl<lteau Genl.Taylor dispatched all the Dragoons and Artill
ery leaving only my piece on the plateau to assist the Mississippi RiOes [1st Regt.
under Col. Jefferson Davis to "'hom this letter is addressed] and Col Lane [Joseph,
Indiana Brigade,2nd" 3rd 1 Regt.in driving baCk the enemy's advance .hTith this re_
enforciment the enemy's advance troops "'ere soon driven back to the mountains,and
the greater part ot their Infantry dispersed, after several contesting the ground
they had gained,Up to the time ot Genl.Taylors return to the tield the day had gone
against us;after his arrival allthough the enemy made their strongest etforts,they
were successfuly resisted,and without wishing to disparge Genl.Wool'S talents as
a commander, It is my belief that hehad lost the battle be£oreGenl.Taylor reached
the field.·

Hen.Jeff Davis
SEC War.
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~We au'} ved at th 1. place to day and vlll cell.nn encallped unt 111 the acrnl n

- on the 7th Inst COllpany B. 1st Dragoons left Ft tAi-avenwolCth •• olin ••cor-t
and Guard lOM,,] BOdine [Charlea] Paymaster in the C.S.ArIlY WhO talt•• Qut
sOllie $350.000 - to p;IIy ott troops in Santa Fe.lOe ace about 100 strong: .nd
have 12 "."gona - (In the Jed day out an EIpress caught up and brought out
the laat Eastern .al t .nd vall pleased to recieve one (is letter I frollt you.
can apare but. -Oll.nt to ,"cqu"'lnt you that I a. again g01ng out to p.;ev Mellle (>

- I forgot to say "e have 120 "'.990n. loaded v1 th prOViSionS tor our troopa
in Santa fe which are iI few days ahead of uS,vhich vl11 proceed 1n comp.nr
as aoon .a v. get up. The ..hole road la full of host.l1e Indians wno are plund
er1nq .. 11 t.he train" not. guarded by a 1I111t.ary escort..They have aOlle 800
LOdgea .. nout.lOO III Ie. froll here and It 1a our co......and1nq officers lnt.ent.ln!:
to give thee battle on Calling up. They are the COllanches" Pawneea. I hop9 we
are able t.o Und thell and giv. t.hell a severe punsishllent tor they richly
deserve It - Yesterday ve lIet a trilin [of J wil990ns belonging to the Covernllent
returning and they had allan vho had been scalped by these .cnst.ers - four of
t.he lien vere out. huntIng buffalo.vhen suddenly ten Indians burst on the. kill·
Ing t.vo.wounding one who .scaped and the fourth sUPP<)'Hng htll dead t.OOI( hI'
scalp' Hia fnend. found hillstill breathlng.t.hey toolC hill to the va'lqona
and by a allracl. ailloat la atlll allve.lt. vas a horrie sHJht.: not. • v8l:itl'le
of hair rellatned llnd t.he skin vaa taken off clear to t.he scull! It made. great
....pres.lon on our lien and they allsvear Signal vengence on such dellon•. Ole

ust. no .... hear they have taken the mUlea froll a t.rain of ours ahead of 30 " ..ggon>;,
ve at course shall move rapidly and try to rega In thell VI th other property. The
'leXIcans have Visited thes. t.ribes and made presents to Induce t.o hllrrass ~

st.op all AmerIcan t.ralns.I shall not be surprIsed that aft.er haVing been to
Sant.ll fe ve shall have to return and Guard thIS road untlll Winter sets In - My
health cont.lnues uninterupt.edly good _ You must not expect. a long let.t.er for I
hllve but a little chance or time to ..rite much. You can Bee by any large map at
U Stat.eli where I "m penning theae fell lines - it is 160 miles from ft Leaven-
..orth. We have made but small progress as yet oving to the road$lIhich are the
1I0rst of all In the IIhole rOUle - It anyone should lIish to IIdte mt'
t.hey c"n direct to me n Troop U S Dragoons Santa Fe via Ft Leilvenllorth <lnd I
IIi 11 get it .ooner or later -" ..... M! Saker P.S. It is uncertllin whother
lie remain In Santil Fe.go to California _ go to the Southern Army [Mexicol_come
back to guard thi$ road.or return immediately t.o Ft Leavenllorth, .... M I B"
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TIlE WESTERN MAlLS

'Genera 1 Scot t relied upon hi s eng i neer of f i cers, M"j . John LSlIIi th, Robert E. Lee,
Geo. B. MCClell an, J • L. Mason and Pier re G. T. Beaureg"rd, to lIIake areconna i ssance
of the territory and enelllY pollitions,before maklng tactical deci$ion$. In this
case his lOelectlon Of an almost impossible route Ilust have taken the Mexicans by
by &urpr18e. It is noteworthy that a traveling wagon c!rcus folloved the ilrmy on
Its vay to MeXIcO Cl ty. BenUey' s AIlericiln Circus opened in MeXICO Ci ty Sept. 26th.
'Churubu/iCo and Contreras were (ought the same days-19th and 20th ot AU9ust.
Cerro Gordo Vtls (ought on the 18th ot April.

"Peace negotiations ended In failure and the arlllistice was terminated on the
6th Of August.The Mexicans vanted to dIctate the peace at their prlce,which
Scott refused to consider. This vas followed by the bloody Battle of Molino del
lIey on the 8th and the storllllng o( Chapultepec on the 13th and the oattle (or the
Ci ty O( !'lex I co, whi ch was occupi ed by Scott's arlly the tollowl ng <la y _ Sept. 14th.

"John Riley. 5th U. S. I n(antry. deserted a t lola talloros along wi th 250 others. A good
part of the deserters were Roman Catholics. MeXican propaganda urged Allericans
to cOllie over their $Ide and be revarded by land and lIoney and that the U.S. was
waging a holy var on Catholic Mexico and the church. This rel!iulted In the organ_
ization of the San Patricio Battalion vith Riley at its head.At least 65 of them,
were captured a t Churubusco, tri ed by court_ilia rt ial and sentenced to dea th. Scot t
commuted 11 to 50 lashes, the letter D branded on their cheeks,and to dig the
graves of those to be hanged. Sixteen vere hanged at San Angel. four at Mixcoac on
the 9th and 10th of September.On the 13th,thirty other& were forced to stand on
mule carts with the hangmans noose around their neCks and watch the American
troops storm the Castle Of Chapultepec.At the very lIlolllent that the Stars and
Stripes was raillllld over the castle, the .. ign"l was given and the carts were
driven forward dropping the prisoners into eternity. Riley vas one of the 11
vhose death sentence lias commuted. One report has it. that he married a Iiealthy
Mexican lady and lived out his life "repected" in Mexico.
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