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SCOTT'S ARMY OF INVASION LANDS
AND LAYS SIEGE TO VERA CRUZ

General Winfield Scott arrived at Anton Lizardo on Mar.4,1847 and on the 9th
he landed 8,600 troops on Collado Beach before Vera Cruz The following seven
letters were ¥vritten by George M.Ransom onboard the U.S.S:FREDONIA ,except
for one written onboard the Prize Schooner MAHONESE.Ransom gives an eye witn-
ess account of the siege and bombardment of Vera Cruz and the Castle of San
Juan d*Ulloca.The following extracts are from the letters.

"Fredonia Saturday Feby 20th 1847/0ff Anton Lizardo....... To all apperan-
ces ,things here are rapidly approaching toa Crisis....Sunday 21st Yesterday
the Sloop of War "Albany" from a cruise and my friend Tom Corssan who is attach-
ed to her as Master,came on board and dined wvith me....Since ve arrived a number
of vessels - bringing several Prizes too,lately taken - have returned here,
having been recalled from their Crusing by the Commodore [David Conner] - A
great event is coming off soon,without doubt - Genl.Scott,with about ten thou-
sand troops,is expected here daily - He was only about one hundred & fifty miles
fromhere,with an ample fleet of transports,and to sail in a day or two, when
the "Albany" left him [Scott arrived at Lobos Island the day this letter was
written - Feb.21lst.] - It is expected he . himself & Suit,will come in the Sloop
of War “St.Marys" - Upon the arrival of his fleet, it is said,his troops will
land under cover of the arms of our squadron and proceed immediately to
attack the City of Vera Cruz - The City taken, the Castle must soon fall,and it
is probable more than probable the war will then soon terminate -.....unless
there is an immediate negotiation for peace,which we have good reason to
suspect has already been,or is about to be started by the Mexicans,this will be
a scene of terrible fighting during a part.at least,of next month - We are sc
situated here that we can wvatch a great many of their motions novw on shore.See
their watch fires all along the coast,and away back into the country,by which
they convey inteligence of the arrival of Ships,&,to those who are far in the
interior - perhaps to Genl.Santa Anna,at San Luis Potosi - Mexican boats some-
times venture out in the midst of our shipping.and attempts have been made to
seize a quantity of Stores belonging to our government,on a small Island here in
in possession of the Squadron - It is said also that attempts have been made to
set fire to some of our Shipping - The consequence is that boats of the Squadron
are now kept constantly roving guard amongst the Ships and around the Island,
during the night.and each of ficer of the deck of every vessel required to be
armed with a couple of Pistols,or a "Revolver",and to keep a certain number of
men ready to seize muskets at a moments warning - It is supposed - it is certain
in fact - the Commodore contemplates the fitting out of some grand expedition
soon for boats, though,what it is to be we are as yet unable to discover — .....

s «s e+ +.George”
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*U.S.5tore Ship Fredonia
[No.3] Off Anton Lizardo.Saturday.Feby.27th, 1847

"1t has been blowing a tremendous "Norther™ here since yesterday.,and ve were
all astonished this afternoon by the arrival of three large Ships (Transports)
which stood in boldly through passes,among dangerous reefs that extend all
along the coast - These Ships are swarmed with soldiers - a part of Genl Scott's
Army — and the rest of the Fleet,said to consist of something between Sixty &
Seventy vessels,will doubtless be in very socon after the gale abates - It was a
most exciting scene, to behold those Ships - particularly one,which, it seemed
for a time,must inevitably be dashed to pieces - Surrounded,as they vere by
rocks,in the height of the gale - dangers, the most appalling a sailor can
imagine - Had either of them struck,every soul must have perished ere assist-
ance could have been rendered - One of them on coming to anchor, being anxious,
no doubt, to communicate with the Commd.as soon as possible,despatched a boat
with a strong crew to pull for the Flag Ship (“Raritan"),but the poor fellows
were soon carried away to leewvard,out of sight,and it is probable they have
perished - ,,,,,,March 3d - The vessel [Raritan]) sailed (28th) and,as you see,
I had no chance toget it aboard - For some reason best known,doubtless, to the
Surly old fool vho commands the Squadron ,no boats vere permitted togo along-
side,except the one that took the "Raritan's” letter-bag- ......... March 5th
Nearly the whole of Genl.Scotts force has arrived, and vessels are still heav-
ing in sight,Swarmed with troops....I wish it was possible for me to convey to
you some idea of the beautiful - the intensely exciting scene presented to us
here, by the arrival of this immense fleet of transports,amounting to upwards
of Sixty ,with decks thronged - Four large Steamers,also,have arrived this
morning,one of vhich has on board Genl.Scott[Steam Transport Massachusetts],
another,CGenl.Worth,another,Genl.Twiggs,and theother,Genl.Patterson - The
whole force to be landed, now,very soon,amounts to something over twelve thou-
sand; six thousand of which are requlars - ......It depends now,somewhat,upon
the success of Genl.Scott,how soon we may sail for Pensacola - We will not leave
probably,until Vera Cruz is taken - It may be a month or more....March 9th - 1I
steal a moment from duty,to tell you that the Army landed this morning under
cover of the guns of the Squadron,within two or threemiles of the Castle, and
already the fight has commenced - Oh, it is a grand scene!Heavens! vhat a deaf-
ening roar of great gquns!...... .[Scott landed 8,600 the first day without the
loss of oneman] Friday,March 12th - Our Army has surrounded the City,and it is
impossible that they can hold out much longer against the heavy bombardment
that is kept up from all sides - Oh,it is a grand sight to beheld those tall
spires crumble and fall,with a thundering crash,through house tops to the
earth ! This is the fourth day since the attack was commenced [On the 21st of
March ,Matthew Calbraith Perry relieved David Conner and took over command
of Naval operations in the Gulf and on the 22nd Scott demanded that Vera Cruz
surrender in two hours.This was refused and Scott opened fire upon the city
with his seige guns late the same afternoon. ] - The number killed on our side,
as yet,is but small in comparison to what hag evidently been the loss of the
Mexicans - Yesterday morning a large body of Mexican cavalry were seen, from our
shipping.,to make a2 furious charge upon the New York regiment of Volunteers,who
vithout forming in any particular order received them with a tremendoue volley
that sent them scampering back with a most incalculable speed,witha difference
that a number of horses were seen returning without riders ,and a number seemed
also lying,quietly,upon the field - Twas thus their carrers had ended - One of
our Squadron,the U.S.Steamer "Spitfire”,ran in close and fired upwards of forty
shells into the city,with terrible effect:having,in the mean time , her "Figure
head" & bowsprit shot away by the Castle. The Commd.ordered her to withdraw.....

george”
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THE WESTERN MAILS

" U.S.5hip "Fredonia" - Off Anton Lizardo
No.4 Thursday March 18th 1847 - SEE note below.
"....The Army is blazing avay at the City, though the weather has been so rough
for some days past that they have not yet been able to land but a few pleces of
ordanance [Several large naval guns were brought on shore and set up to
help the army reduce Vera Cruz] - It has moderated at last,and it is thought
that everything will be landed and in full operation to-day [23rd - See note
below regarding date of this letter ] - The City must be taken,now,very soon
- Genl.Scott intends to blow up the Castle,and leave "not one sStone upon
another " - On Sunday last [21st ],during a heavy "Norther”,a fine large
ship from Brazos,having on board Col.[William S, ] Harney & suit with a port-
ion of his regiment of dragoons,and one hundred & twenty good horses,vas
wrecked on a "reef™ ..... Notwithstanding the heavy gale and a most tremendous
sea ,we succeeded in saving every soul on board of her,but not, however,with-
out losing three men from one of the [rescue] boats - It was a dangerous
business for the boats,truly,and it is a wonder that we got off without losing
many more lives - At one time I was the commanding officer,in charge of
several boats,and I was the first one on board the wreck - After taking off
several boat-loads of dragoons to a steamer,that came out within 5amile of
her, I went back with my boat to the wreck,and remained there all night - We
were in hopes of being able to save the horses,if the gale abated and she con-
tinued to hold together till morning - The gale did abate, somewhat,but she
went to pieces early in the morning,and all the horses were lost except eleven
- It was a sad sight, to see upwards of a hundred fine horses perish in such a
maner:some dashed upon the reef of rugged rocks,and others seen struggling in
the heavy seas a long time,until exhausted & drowned - A most melancholy sight
indeed & - I have to go on deck now......George".

LA A AR LS SRRt SR SRRt sl i AR SRR

This letter was apparently started on March 18th,before Scott's batteries
began firing on Vera Cruz.From the writing it appears that he continued
the letter on the 23rd - the day after Scott began operations. The above is
gquoted from the last part of the letter.

*This may have been the Steamer HUNTER,chartered at New Orleans in 1846 and
wrecked at Isla Verde near Vera Cruz on Sunday,March 21,1847.



*"U.S.(Prize] Schooner "Mahonese”
No.5 Off Anton Lizardo.March 22d 1847 -

“I'mCaptain ! I was ordered this morning to take charge of this Schocner -
pro-tem - a beautiful vessel - taken a short time since from the Mexicans -
I have a Passd,Midn. - Mr.J.S.Day [Joseph - to Lieut.1854 - died 1856] _
and twenty men under my command - I shall retain the Command, hovever,but a
short time - only a few days - when she will be given to the charge of a Lieut.,
and then I will return again to the Fredonia - The Steam Frigate Mississippi -
Commo.Perry - arrived here on Saturday,and Commo.P. has relieved Commo.
Conner from Command of the Sguadron - The latter is to sail this afternoon,
they say,in the Princeton for home - I hasten to drop you a 1ine by her..... A
part of our Squadron,and the Army on shore,are still firing with terrible
Effect upon the City,which,it is understood,has already offered to capitu-
late : but Genl.Scott is determined that the Castle shall surrender at the
same time - It {s impossible that they can hold out much longer, though they
return our fire with great effect,and have killed a considerable number - ..
.+.The Ohio - Ship of the line -has just arrived and since Commo.Perry has
assumed the command,we are in hopes - in fact we are sure the Squadron will do
something of importance at once - ...The Princeton will get underway very soon
--..I have this moment discovered that I have held on too.long: the Princeton
is underway.....but I still have hope she will "come to" for a couple of hours
off Sacrificios,and,as there is a vessel going up there very soon, 1 may yet be
able toget it on board in time - ..The Steamers Mississippi.,Spitfire & Vixen,
and all the Schooners,have already hauled in close under the walls of the City
and the firing is now tremendous - Before these vessels of the Squadron opened
their fire,the City & Castle were summoned to surrender - The Castle,howvever,
is determined to hold out to the last,and it is possible they may suffer the
City to be completly demolished,ere the former will yield and haul down its
"flag" - Last Friday,seventeen of our men were killed by the explosion of
a single shell thrown £rom one of the immense guns of the Castle - A mere chance
shot it was .....George".

LA RS R A RS S AR RS R AR RS R Rttt S

According to the letter it may have been carried to New Orleans by the
U.5.8.Princeton,where it entered the mail on April 6th.

The MAHONESE was a Schooner of 100 tons,capturedat Tampico on Nov.l4,1846
and sold at Norfolk on Oct.15,1848.



THE WESTERN MAILS

"UJ.S.5tore Ship Fredonia
No.l0 Saturday May lst 1847 - Off Anton Lizardo

*I have just come of f watch:the Relief has gone....I am amidst all these busy
scenes of War & Victories,and all the manouverings of this immense Squadron
+»+++.The St.Mary"'s is to sail early tomorrow morning for Norfolk — What a

pity she cannot wait a day or two, just to give me time to write you a long
letter! .....There is no knowing when we will sail....noone can find out
anything with regard to the intended movements of the Squadron,or any vessel
belonging to it,except when the Commo.chooses to "let the cat out® himself,
and he seems to delight in keeping all things shady - ....ve cannot be kept
here much longer ,for the Squadron must soon take all our stores - Some say we
are to sail in a few days;others say we are to wail until the Relief returns
from Pensacola....one thing is certain : the number of vessels upon this
station will be considerably reduced in the course of a month - Another exped-
tion is to come of f,though,in the meantime,in which,it is said, the Squadron
will 1and two thousand & five hundred men, and they are to have a_grand fight
probably - [Perry's capture of Tabasco two weeks after this letter was
written] .....I was never in better health,and finding myself, for a time

at least ,the Second in Command, and the Executive officer of a fine large ship.
I amin good spirits - I believe I mentioned to you sometime ago ,that Kennard,
Gibbon, Edwards & myself had written to Mr.Maury [Matthew Fontaine] requesting
him to get us ordered back to the Observatory* — I would not be surprised if
orders were brought for each of us by the Relief...It is ,hovever,more probable
that Gibbon & myself will go home in this ship - We expect that she will stop not
more than eight or ten days at Pensacola,and then sail direct for New York or
Boston = Tuesday evening - May 4th '47 - I know not what, has detained the
St.Marys: She is not tosail till tomorrow: Our [mail] bag had been sent on
board,closed, but I brought it back, just now, to give opportunity,for those
who wish yet,besides myself,to add a postscript - I amglad it has so happened,
because I want to tell you, that Commo. has sent Lieut.Raphael Semmes * to the
City of Mexico,to inform the Government that if they do not treat with every
respect,as a prisoner of War,Passd.Midn.R.C.Rogers, we will retaliate ten-
fold upon such officers of theirs as we now hold prisoners in the Castle,amon-
gst whom are Genl.La Vega and several Colonels - He is also to demand him 1in
exchange immediately, for one of their officers,of equal rank - ....Geo."

egadddddErdddedddddddddwrdicddi i T e e d

*M.F.Maury 1806-1873.was the first superintendent of U.S.Naval Observatory.
which was established in 1854.His study of the vinds and currents of the seas
resulted in one of the greatest scientific books ever written - THE PHYSICAL
GEOGRAPHY OF THE SEA, published in 1855.It is the first text book of modern
oceanography. Ransom's friend,Passed Midshipman Lardner Gibbon,along with
Wm.L.Herndon, made an exploration of the Amazon River,from its head to its
mouth in 1853, for Maury and the Navy.

*Raphael Semmes 1809-1877,entered the Navy in 1826 .0n Oct.23,1846 he was
given command of the U.S.Brig Somers,of mutiny fame,While chasing a
blockade runner on Dec.8,1846, the Somers capsized in a "Norther®"and sank
with a loss of half the crew.SEE Mutiny of the Somers in this collection.
As stated in the letter, Semmes accompanied Scott's Army of invasion to Mexico,
but Rogers had escaped before he got there.

*Robert Clay Rogers and Surgeon John N.Wright landed on the beach in an attempt
to blow up a Mexican powder magazine. Wright escaped,but Rogers was taken to
Mexico City where the Mexicans threatened to execute him as a spy,although he
was inmilitary dress and should have been treated as a prisoner of war.
General R.Diaz de La Vega was captured at ‘the battle of Cerro Gordo on April
18th,1847.
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Raphael Semmes resigned from the Navy Feb.15,1861 and joined the Confederate
Navy . His most notable achievement during the Civil War was his command
of the C.S.Steamer ALABAMA.From Aug. of 1B62 to June of 1864 he raided 1.5,
merchant shipping around the world. During that period the Alabama captured
82 merchantmen valued at 6million dollars. It all ended on June 19,1864, 0ff
Cherbourg,France when the Alabama was sunk by the U.S5.S5.KEARSARGE.Semmes

survived and became a Rear-Admiral.

*General R.Diaz de La Vega was captured at the battle of Cerro Gordo on April

1Bth,1847.




THE WESTERN MAILS , o o 0 predonia
No.1l3 June 4th 1847 - Off Anton Lazardo

»-.I have ten minutes allowed me to write by the Steam - Revenue - Cutter

"Mc Lane",now about to get underway for New Orleans — ..... Nearly the whole
Squadron is 1ying here ready to sail at a moments notice for Tabasco - A great
fight is expected and it will come off in a few days [Perry captured Tabasco
Jdune 16th] - The U.S.Schooner "Flirt"is daily expected with important desp-
atches to the Commo.from Pensacola - We are in hopes that our ship will get
avay from here in the course of two weeks,at most —....... George".

LA A R A A R R T T T T e

U.S.Ship Fredonia

No.17 July 5th 1847 - Off Anton Lizardo
-+.The Frigates "Potomac*® & "Raritan” have both sailed for home, some days ago
but we had no opportunity of writing by them, as the former sailed from
Sacrificios & the latter from Tabasco - You will doubtless have heard long ere
you receive this all about the taking of Tabasco- The vhole coast is now in our
possession,and there remains not the slightest chance of any more fighting for
the Squadron - .....Gibbon,Edvards,Kennard & myself have received an ansver
from Mr. Maury,respecting our application for the Observatory - He says he is
anxious to have us all back again,and that he would that day (22d of April) go
to see the Honl.Secretaryand try to get us ordered: but he said he had but faint
hopes of success, for it vas known,at the same time,at the Dept..that ve vere
very short of officers in this Squadron - Yesterday the 4th - we had Turtle
soup,Roast Turkey,and other "fixins® for dinner,with excellent Champagne,and
my friends Tom Crossan,G.H.Hare and several others dined with us — .....vcee..
July 7th The vessel by vhich I am to send this ..... will sail this afternoon or
early in themorning -......... R Georgey"™.

LA AL R R S R 2 s s ST R R

George Ransom was a Passed Midshipman at the time he wrote the letters.He had
entered the Navy in 1839 and rose to the rank of Commodore in 1877.

C T

o




THE WESTERN MAILS

MEXICAN WAR EXPRESS

This was a private mail express organized by James L. Frearner of the New Orleans
Daily Delta. The Mexican War was the first war to be comprehensively reported in
the daily newspapers ol the nation and rivalry was keen among the war
correspondents. Because the mails were slow and irregular, Frearner hired his own
couriers to carry his war dispatches to his newspaper in New Orleans. As a courtesy
he offered to carry private mail for officer friends who wished to send letters home.
Om the arrival of the courier the newspaper applied the handstamp Forward by the
N.O. “DELTA" Courier and placed the letter in the New Orleans Post Office on
January 14, 1848, The letter is headed “City of Mexico Dec. 18, 1847 and referstoa
resignation sent in by the writer, Captain Henry Pope, wishing to have jt
withdrawn, Docket note on back of letter indicates it is too late — that the
manhldbunmpudmai.lsﬂ.}kmhpemkﬂhdhadudmm
1 £
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THE SIEGE OF VERA CRUZ 1846

On March 9,1847,General Winfield Scott,in a remarkable amphibious operation,
landed almostl2,000 men on the beach before Vere Cruz.He immediately set up
siege guns, including six powerful naval cannon,brought on land from the ships.
Scott demanded the surrender of the city which was refused. On the 22nd he began
the reduction of Vera Cruz,which surrendered on March 29th.
The letter below was written four days before the final surrender by a partici-
pant who signes his name "Bbt.A." It is dated "Camp before Vera Cruz March 25,
1847 - ..... We have been ashore in cannon shot range of Vera Cruz for more than
ten days.Two days since the city was sumoned to surrender,the invitation being
accompanied by an assurance,that ve had a sufficient number of batteries in
position to destroy the place.The ansver was spirited and patriotic; - in pas-
port,that they were prepared to defend themselves and would fight vhatever might
be the sacrifice . Ten batteries (mortars) were immediatly opened upon them from
our entrenchments and although the bombardment has been incessant for more than
forty-eight hours - The Mexican flag still vaves over the city.They have thus far
returned us ball for ball and shell for shell,but the relative damage is not yet
ascertained.We have lost two Captains;Capt [John Rogers] Vinton(formerly stat-
ioned at Fort Preble) and Capt [William] Alburtis of the [2nd] Infantry,and five
or six privates.We have no intelligence from the city,but we can see that the
houses are gradually crumbling beneath our fire.The defence thus far,has been
_much more animated and affective than had been anticipated,and it will cost us
more than we stipulated for to get possession of the habitable portion of the city.
And then there is the castle [San Juand'Ulloa] bellowing at us,spitting fire and
thunder,and defying beseiging army even after it has razed the houses of the city
to their foundations.It is the belief (probably) that the castle is invulnerable
that inspires the defenders of the city.We have yet only begun the fight,and I
write you while the air is full of destructive misseles....... .I violate a recent
order of Capt Polk [Maj.Wm.H.,president Polk's brother] ,by writing at all - that
is one word of what is doing in the way of killing poor Mexicans - Dont tell any
body that there is an Army of 17,000 men investing the City of Vera Cruz.!.....
Rbt.A."
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LA YTRERBDAD

DEMOSTRADA.

Periodico nacional, dedicado & la insiruccion y moralidad del pueblo.

[ —— e ——
Vrocura-adiuirir & toda costa la verdsds
Y nunex to desprendus da I sabiduria ¥ de | dogtrina

Proeerbios, eup. 23 v, 23,

STHMIA0 24,

5('& ﬁnc(dm bos sibadss do cada semana, ¥ ma/# ?r;ny'ﬁdu :l’g medio eal,

LA VERDAD DENOSTAADA.

— PUBRBLY, WMATO 1.° LY U847,

|

La division de Waoll eubria Parras, y In_dal gone.
ml Worth ! Salills ¥ ”ﬂhl:!jr! : ambas m

ucﬁfu. %ﬁ:ngo 70 1847,
W o - e

Omitimos hay nuestre artlenlo do fanda, para dar
lugar al interosante documunilo quo & collintacion in.
sertumaos, ¥ que hemas debido al favar du e ninige,
Uon objeto de que salga (iegr hoy mismo, ¥ e ob.
sequio de nuesiros suscritotrd, aumeninmos graltis fon
wn pliege mae, el presaate wlmers  Ponla ton.
drénes |3 satsfuccion ds publicar li perdad de s
deegracindos hechos de M euoares la
oacion fallard: ya rs llegado el t=mpo de ir aciunn-
do los miveno.. —EE.

Rapvia ojeada sobre la campaiia que Rizo ol Sr. pe.
nerel Nanta Anna en el eslado de Coahulula ﬂznr
Frebrero prizimo pasedo, por G. A. y N.

PARRAFO L
Bimacion do las fuersas beligrranies antes d¢ empren.
der la espediciza,

El sitreito amencanc se ballaba situado rn media-
dos de Eners prosima pasado baja el brden siguiente,

El 20 de Ihciembre de 46 habian llegndo & Victo.
rin de Tamuulipas las divisiones gmerieanas Tivigs,
Poterson ¥ Quitinan, fueries en svis mil hombre enn
#u dotacion de artilleria sabiende para Tamjpico el 15
de Eaero. Ea dicha civdad habia dos mil bumbres
enife lropas § comercianies armados, v cien cadoncs
de plaza.

Bl general Taylor, en virtud de la llegada del ge.
neral amenicano Scoit con ol mando supenor, full des-
tinado & obrar por Monwrey ¥ el Salulin: salié do
Vicwna el din 15 del referido Evero con una bataria
do 8 piezan do grueso enlibre y doscientos hom-.
bres, [1]

[1] Naticia oficial que comunica ¢f Defensor de
ipas en ol niamero 4 del dia 18 de Enero de 47
Inieresantinme.

L

1
|J

darios ol _goveral Taylor, siendo s foerza do voee
se1e ml honbres con pumercsa srilleria,

Las plazas de Matameros ¥ Catpargs, asi como el
camino militar & linea de conuinicasion con Macte-
rer, eran defendidon jprot dos mil hombres poco mas &
o,

i sama, el t']_ﬁn!lln de _Ir_rn Ell.ﬂﬂ‘.Uulﬂuﬂ eslen-

dido en un pais tede coutrarie, ocuy un  lerreno
mmenso, co propoccivn & su ulimero, que st reducia
aprovimadamente & diez ¥ scis mul boabres, sin haces
ménio de los que opersn por Californias, Nseve.
Mézico v Chihuahua, ¥ win fa feerzas manumas ce
amibos mares.
1 El genersl Scott nombrado generalisimo habia Ue.
gada & Matamoros ol 1 7 da Eaero, v esporaba de
Nuovi-York gosn o acho mil hombres,  Assguribiase
que esta general baria una variacion en el plan de
campaiia del ejéreits ds loa Esados.Uaidos, dirigrin.
dise por puntn ohyetive hacia Verscraz v 4 todo el
litoral de la costa 4 seno mesicano.

Esamivese of plan general de la replblica, y véase
la distancin & qae se encoutraban las divisiones ame.
ricanas; ealeliless que habitaban un peis de comani.
caciones dificiles, y entre mexicanes que no han dade
o] mannt indicio do serles adicion,

Viulvienda nhora do oteo lado, indicarémas In  situa.
ciou del vjérriio mexienno 8 las drdenes del Sr. geone.
mai Santa-Ansa., Ba mediades de Euero se hallaban
en Tala de Tamanlipss com de tres mil hombres 4 las
Srdenws del Sr. pencral Valencis [1]. Uss brgada
de infamietia ¥ casi woda la caballeriz, chservaba Ia
Sierra Madre desde €l Cedral haaa el Veando. El
resto del cjéreito se hallaba reunido en 8. Luie: segun
datas, wi total era aproximadaments de veinticinea mil
hombenw, sin cantar la fuerza quoen Hoejotls, Tox.
pan ¥ Veracruz manduban las generales Garay, Cos

i] B Valencia fub mievado del mands,
y}-;]ll'rm*hphhlp*



efectivos, pars worocor fos titulos eom quo so engala-
na, ¥ que los nécios lo tributan abara por el engsiio
en quo we hallan de o verdaderamento ocurrido.

El 8r, Santa-anna debo sin cofada dar ens dosear-
gow; porque low que eslo escribimiy no Jo aborrecemos
xipo que dy que fus renlidades ¥ o los Husiones
acaben de darnos fa eertexa do ot pxistiémos, 6 seré-
mod irfemedishles victimas do la rpifie ¥ desmesaredn

G. 4.y N,
e

SATISFACCION,

For un olvide tuveluntario del  Br. Rivera duefa de
esta impratits, tw nos ban sido estregades ba duese
wenion que ol Hr. et secrmartio Viades pos remitit de
brdan dal ex gobersedor (berra, hosta of dia 27;
Rundue oestros draedbafiin visameole daries publici.
dad en el prescate cdmera, pars demostrar puesirs
nocendad ¥y burna 6, oo seatimients ls omitimos
por estrech=2 do nuceiras columass, oco adas con ]
docameiiv gue asiccude.

SIERE

FATRIOTIANG DEL CENERAL D, JUAN ALVAREE,

El ciudadass Flarentino aldsy procedenie de gve.
tla, & 25 leguns del peertn de Acupoleos, que mlis de
el pusblo el 10 del eorriente ¥ llegéd & ewta capital
el dia 26, declara ea toda forma: Que vo bay aiagua
buqge amerieanc sobro aquelles costas, ¥ que si ol ge.
neral Alvarez da eosuta &l gobierne do aparicion de
muchas velan, ¥ aun con frocucicia haee meusrtciar
lus tropas do ww mando, ¢ pura que no se e pidas
aaxilion de singuna clase para sabvar la indepeodencia
¥ pétria agonmante. [Que el unatema nacional
wobre los malos mexicanos, que como ol Sr. Alvarez
su olvidan de su origen, ¥ de lo que deben al pais en
que nacieroa!

Sa ha pacibide del gobiero dol Fagado of Exma.
Sr. D. Raiuel lsunza; celebramos vste sucesa eonfor-
me & nuestion volos, § fenemos 4 satisfaccion de que
el aciual gobernador haya sido vao de los candidutos
que propusimos sl woberans congroso.

o —

REPUBLICANO.

A Inbrevedod posible, y si Scott nos Io permitieso fen.
drémos el gusto de refunir ol artcula que los Sres. Re.
daciores de eso periddico uos dodican en s pime.
ro 110,

A NUESTROS SUSCRITORES.

Agradecidos hasta el estremo, tenemos
¢l sentimiento de suunciar & nuestros fa-
vorecodores, que ®1 como es do temerse,
el barbaro agresor que hasta ¢l momento
€0 que esto escribimos esth on Tepeyo-
lwaico, avanzire sobro csta capiial y Iu
ocopase, nos verémod cu la precision de
suspewder pursiso penddico, porque no
queriendo hablar mas que de Ia Lucrra
confra tan infame enemigo, o 1o podremos
hacer con libertad siendo dentro deo ulgu-
nos dizs eus desgrmendos cagtivos.

Concluimos, sin embargo, con el pia-
cer de haber trabajado continsamente por
el 6rden, de haber defendido In constitn-
cion 'y los principios, v do haber procue-
rado de cuantos wodos nos ha sido posi-
ble, instruir al pucblo reveltndole Ia Fer-
dad de cuanto le convenia suber. Aliorn
le inculcamos, quizd porln vez Gitima, que
mantenga y couserve iloso ¢l honornacio-
nal: que no sea indoleute espectador de Ia
esclavitad de la pétria, y que do cumntos
modos pueda, ¢n grande 6 pequeiio, haga
la guerra al enemigo. Que éste no des-
canse tranquilo micntras respire un solg
mexicano. Es mejor morir, que vivir s-
clavo y extrangero en la pitria. ;Que no
escucho las mentirosas proposicionos do
los viles cobardes que desean ln paz; que
desprecie igualmento las vins do lonidad
¥ prudencia e cseritores pacificos y bien-
aventurades, son los voles comtinuos de
ios Editores!

IMPRENTA DE JOSE MARIA RIVERA.
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OCCUPATION OF TAMPICO 1846
TAMPICO s located on the Gulf of Mexico about 270 miles south of
the mouth of the Rio Grande River. With the outbreak of the war,
with Mexico,Santa Anna withdrew the garrison,from the port city of
Tampico,on October 28th,1846. On November l4th Commodore David
Conner with two Naval steamers, four schooner gunboats and a land-
ing party of 300men siezed the port and placed it under military
occupation.
The two covers shown,were used during this occupation,on January 12
and May B,1847, The postmarks are U.S.Military provisional markings.
They were carried to New Orleans by Naval transports where they
entered the regular mails.
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"Camp U.S5.A. near Monterey/28th May 1847

Dear Major..... It is hard for us to get nevs here & when it arrives, it is gquite
old in the U.S. It takes at a fair calculation 20 days for letters to reach this
place fromN.O. [New Orieans] ...... The papers keep you informed of all that is
going on,& you get the news of Genl Scotts opertations much before we do owing
to the management of mails.Our nevs from his army comes thro' the N.0. papers.
It is rumoured here that he [Scott] is in Mexico[Scott arrived at Puebla the day
after this letter — May 29th] - if that be the case & peace does not follow soon,
I fear ve shall have to hold the Military Command of all Mexico & Call it a con-
quest This will be bad for us & oblige the U.S. to keep up a very large Military
Command (establishment) here. My own opinion is that Congress should with-
out hesitation annex upper California & New Mexico as Territories & call it a
part of the U.S. defining the 32 or 324 degree of latitude as the Southern Boun-
dary till it strikes the Ric Grande & then follow that river to the mouth: And
this too without consulting Mexico further. And then hold our Troops at the foot
of the Sierra Madres from Monterey &c to Tampico and also all the Sea Coast till
such time as might please these prople to make peace.These people are a disorg-
anized mass of population of infirior blood. The characteristics of the Negro &
Indian particularly as to color are prominent in them.Now & Then you see a
little of the pure Castillian blood. But to our affairs - Genl Taylor has
not been in a condition to advance since the battle of Buena Vista.And at the
_present time the Volunteers of the past year are on the March homeward.Genl Wool
is at Saltillo with but a small force now. The 2d Mississippi passed up tohima
few days since. The Virginia Reg is here & the Massachusetts daily expected.But
it will take till fall to get again,as many men as we discharge at the present
time. The Government will decide if they can move towards Mexico [City]with
both columns,or with one (Genl Scott's). Genl S. at present appears most wanting
men & and I presume from his easy line of communications only 250 miles from a
Sea-port that he could keep his army supplied vastly better than we can.If we
attempt to advance from Saltillo we shall have to over come one hundred miles,
almost a desert,with wvaterings a wvhole days march apart,before we could strike
into a country that wood afford supplies.In such an event in all probability,the
line of communications with our base would have to be broken at Saltillo.And the
advance launched off into an enemy's country to sustain itself after a short
period by foraging &c &c in the enemy [country] & running after ve know not what.
This war is getting with me to be an old story & I should be glad to see it ended.
I have with me Capt Frazer [ Wm.Davidson,died July 27,1856 ] & Lt Benham [Henry W.,
Maj.Genl.Civil War,died June 1,1884] of our Corps.We have the Citadel of
MontereY in a good & ifficiant condition. For a field work it approaches a perman-
ency: being a square bastioned arround a large square stone unfinished Cathedral
vhose walls are 6 feet thick.It wvill require in case of attackl1500 men to protect
it: altho' a much smaller force may have to do the work. This country is noth-
ing at all for vant of suitable seasons. We have hardly felt rain from last Sept
to the middle of this month.All the operations of farming are carried on near
small streams where irrigation can be precticed. Wence there are vast tracks of
good soil a perfect waste. We have the orange,lemon, & pomegranate in great
perfection & the fig too with other fruits not so luxurient.But there is no place
like home. Their buildings too are most remarkable.Where stone is abundant
the walls are thick & strong & would answer well for jails.But where there is no
stone, they are of adobys or sun dried brick,ready to dissolve,as did the City of
Camargo freshet of last July.The roofs are mostly thatched except in the heart of
the Cities where they are flat & covered with concrete on a strong platform......

Major Richard Delafield/Corps of Engineers Jos.K.F.Mansfield."
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Joseph King Fenno Mansfield graduated 2nd in the class of 1817 at West Point.

At the time of this letter he was a Colonel in the Engineer Corps. Thence to
Maj.Genl.in 1862.He was killed at the bloody battle of Antietam Sept.17/18,
1862 after 45 years service in the U.S.Army.

This letter shows the problems of communication with the states,and points out
the short terms of the 6 month and 12 months volunteers.Much of Taylor's
army had been sent south to join Scott's army of invasion,leaving Taylor in a
holding position with his little army of occupation.It is interesting that Mans-
field mentions the possibility of the two armies converging on Mexico City.
Also his commentary on the conquest and final boundaries between the U.S. and
Mexico. SEE letters of Stephen F.Austin and Robert E.Lee on the same question in
this collection. Taylor remained in a holding pattern and Winfield Scott was on
his wvay down the road of invasion to the conguest of Mexico.

See opposite page for transcript of the letter.

Folded letter above is stamped "BRAZOS/JUNE !15 1847

with the type II postmark of that office and rated
*10%.
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Folded letter was written by Captain U-S.Wilbur con_nanding
the transport ship MEDFORD,anchored at Brazos Santlago.,
Texas,on Jan.25th,1847. According to the letter it was car‘r:ed
to New Orleans by the Steamer McKIM and placed in the mails
as per "STEAM 10".The McKIM must have been under contract to
the U.S5.Post Office Department and designated as amail steamer
or mail agent to have been rated 10 cents for a local letter.
Had it not been under contract the rate would have been 10¢ plus
2¢ ship fee for a total of 12¢.

The letter points out the problems of transporting horses
and mules, "alive and well® ,for Scott's Army of Invasion.
SEE the transcript of the letter on opposite page.

"Capt.Danl.L.Winson. Brazos Santiago Jany 25/'47

I have just this moment heard that the steamer "McKim" leaves this day for New
Orleans and the steamer which is taking of f the horses is now alongside and

will be away in fiveminutes so I have no time to write hardly a word but will
inform you that we arrived here after a passage of three days with the loss of
seven horses, three of which died before we left the river[Mississippi ?7].
Since our arrival they are dying fast....... If youwill inform me on vhat terms
youare willing for me to close a charter please informme the first opportunity.
A word for Capt.Allen---he requests me to inform you that he has done nothing
but discharge his mules and they also want his ship for Tampico but have not made
any direct offer. If our ships are not chartered to the government I do not
think that we shall get away from this place for three months to come - unless we
are blowed away -~ The Alabama is now in sight and when she leaves I will write you
more particularly. U.S.Wilbur"
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Off Brasos 5t. Iago,
March 2nd, 1847
Capt. Danl. L. Winson, On board Ship "Medford"

Dear 3Sir,

Herelnunder I send you an order whereby you are at
liberty to recélive of the United States Quarter Master
at New Orleans the amount of Ship MEDFORD'S first
months charter, say §7,500.00, the particulars of which
I wrote you under the date of 24th Feby.

I have reclved nothing on said charter otherwlse than
having recelpted for a whaleboat which I shall have to
deliver back or pay for. If the weather continues
moderate for 24 hours I shall be all ready for sea.

$7.500.

The United States Quartermaster at New Urleans will please
pay to Danl. L. Winson the sum of seven thousand five
hundred dollars as per agreement entered into between the
U.5. Quarter Haster at Brasos Island and U.S5. Wilbur,
master of Ship "Medford! It being the amount due sald
ship for first month's charter and obligas.

Your Humble Servt.
U.S. Wilbur
Brasos St. Iago, March 2nd, 1847



MEXICAN PLOT TO RETALE SANTA FE FROM THE AMERICANS 1846

Lieut.John Hinton writes to his brother,from "Santa Fe N.M. 28th Dec 1845",
requesting him to write to various {nfluential persons regarding a captaincy
{n the cavalry.He states that he i1s a lst Lefut,in the 1st Regt. of Mo. M.
(mounted) Volunteers & now in New Mexico!’....My regiment has moved to El
Passo where they will await my arrival with a battery of artillery & a pro-
vision train; & then march to Chihashau. Rumour reports from 700 to 1000
Mexican troops at the Pass to oppose Col.Doniphan‘s advance, if true they
must have a fight before I can come up,as I cannot leave here before the lst
prox. & {1t will take me fully 20 days to reach the Pass. I cannot but hope
that no fight will come off without me,it looks a little selfish, but T cal-
culate largely on winning a brevit or Two in ay first fight. We had quite
a stir here for the last ten days owing to the discovery of a plot to recap-
ture this Territory, The Mexicans had laid their plans very well & completed
their organization; but having sufficiently early information,Col.Price was
enabled to take such steps as to lead to the arrest of most of the ringleaders
- but the Chief & 2nd in Command are still uncaptured; they are smart, well
educated,poor & ambitious men & consequently dangerous. Those now {n custody
will be tried as soon as practicable & {t is the general opinion that they
will pull hemp(hang). Col.Price is a firm & decisive man well caleulated to be
in command at the present time.......John Hinton.,"
Write to "Lieut.John Hinton/Compy "G" lst Regt.Mo.M Vols./Genl.Wool's Command/
Chihauhau/Care Quartermaster U,S.A./San Antonio de Bexar/Texas".

et e e e ke e e e dde ek ke Sk e

Hinton arcrived at El Passo on February lst,too late to join Doniphan
who had defeated the Mexicans at the battle of Brazito,on December
25th.Doniphan then occupied ElPasso on December 28th,the same day
that Hinton wrote his letter.He did take part in the battle of the
Sacramento on Februaty 28,1847.SEE his letter from Chihauhau on the
opposite page.The plot to overthrow the Americans was led by Gen.
Diego Archuleta and Tomas Ortiz and a group of Mexicans. However,
they were naver tried because the U.S5.Government still considered
them Mexican citizens until formal exchanges had been made with
Mexico.The failure of the takeover led to the massacre at Taes and
the assassination of Governor Charles Bent.SEE ARMY OF THE WEST NEWS

PAPER below.
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cities and towns occupied by the American army, a
Mexican police shull be establishiod and duly harmon-
1zed with the military police of the said forees.

15, This splendid capital—its churehes and reli-
ious worship; its convents und monasteries; its in-
abitants and property, are, moreover, placed under

the speciol safe-guard of the fuith and honor of the
Americnn army.

16, In consideration of the foregoing protection, u
contribution of 150,000 is imposed on this eapital,
to be paid in four weekly nstalments of thirty-seven
thousand five hundred dollars (837,500) ench, hegin-
ning on Monday next, the 20ch ingtant, and terming-
ting on Monday the 11th of October,

17, The Ayumtamiento, or corporate authority of
theicity, i wpecially charged with the colleetion und
payment of the severnl instalinents
C A8 OF the whyle contribution to be paid over to

this army, twenty thousind dollars shall be nppropri-

ated to the purchase of ertra comiorms for the wound-
ed and sick in hospitali—ninety thousand dollare
(B90000) 1o the purchnse of Mankets and shoes for
gratuitous distribiution among the rank and file of the
urary, and forty thousand dollars (§40,000) reservod
for uthier necessary military purposts,

19. This order will be read at the head of overy
company of the United States forces, serving
Mexico, and translated into Spanish for the informa-
tion of Mexicans,

By command of Major General Scorr.

Y R

AAAG,

————

L]

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,)
Namwoxar Parace or Mexico, Sept. 17, 1847, §

GENERAL ORDERS—No. 287,

Ths  Gemerok-in-Chicf republishes, with inportant edditivns, A
General  Orders, No, 20, of Februgry 19, 1847, (declaring
Manriat Law,) to gorern all who may Ae concerned

1. Itisstill to be apprehended that many grave
offences not w.dqw_.:_ for in the act of Congress + ¢s-
tublishing rules nnd articles for the government ot
the armies of the United States,” approved  April 10,
1806, may be again committed—by, or upon, individ-
ualy of those armies, in Mexico, w.:, ing the ex-
isting war between the two Republics.  Allusion is
here mude to offences; any one of which, if com-
mitted within the Uriited States or thoir oranized
tortitories, would, of course, be tried and severely
punished by the ordinrry or eivil courts of the land.

2. Awsassination, murder, poisoning, rape, or the
altompt 1o commit cither ; malicious stalibing or maim-
ing ¢ malicious assanlt and battery: robbery ; theft;
tho wanten desecration of churches, cemeteries or
other rolizious edifices and fixtures 3 the interruption
of religions ceremonies, and the destruction, except
by order of a superior officer, of public or private
property, are such offonces. .

3. The good of the service, the honar of the
United States and the interests of humamty, impe-
riously demand that every erime, enumerated above,
should be severely punished.

4. But the written code, us ahove, commonly call-
od the rules and articles of war, does not provide for
the punishment of one of those crimes, cven when
committed by individuals of the army upon the per-
sans or property of other individuals of the same, ex-
cepl in the very restricted cuve in the 9th of those
articles ; nor for fike owtrages, commilted by the same
class of individuals, vpon the persons or property of a
hostile countrv. axcept very partially, in the 51st, 52d,
and 85th articlos; and the seme code is absolutely
silent ux to all injuries which may be inflicted upon




WINFIELD SCOTT

» Head Qrs. &c / New York,Jan.17,1849"

*Sir: I have just received your letter of the day before yesterday,tell-
ing me of a report that has reached you ,to the efect,that you had left
the army, in Mexico, then under my command, "under charges of misconduct
before the enemy” & That I "had [ on account of those charges ] extorted
or required [your] resignation”. All this is new tome.I have never,
until the receipt of your letter,before me,heard of any such charge,or
thought there were grounds for such charge. But I remember that towards
the begining of November 1847,you intimated a wish to return to the U.
States,& then to resign your commission.Under the general rule that I
had laid down,applicable to all like cases,I declined giving a leave of
absence or permitting ‘your return home,without the previous tender of
the resignation.In common with many other gallant officers,you complied
with that rule;for,at that time,the prospect of a renewal of field opera-
tions ,or of battles was quite remote.In the same conversation you spoke
in the most liberal terms of the high soldiership & gallantry of your sec-
ond in command - Lieut. Colonel Johnston & in the way of comparison, very
modestly,of your own military acquirements & experience. This you did,
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from habit,& to convince me, that your regiment (the Voltigeurs),would
be better commanded by him than you. On those points,your language,as
on several previous cccasions,was most liberal & modest.I had,previou-
sly.inmy official report,partly on the information of others, & partly
upon personal observation,spoken highly of your conduct in the storm-
ing & Capture of Chapultepec.I have no reason to doubt the correctness
of that praise,but you were the first, by your minute commendations of
Lieut.Colonel Johnston [Joseph E.],for his part in the same great event,
who caused me to doubt,whether,without retracting any thing I said in
yours.I had done full justice to that gallant officer. Your own merits,
were,in my epinion greatly embraced by your habitual manner of speaking
of him. In haste / yours truly / Winfield Scott."

Col.T.P.Andrews"

R R s R R R R R AR R R R R R S RS

TIMOTHY PATRICK ANDREWS was born in Ireland.On May 22,1822 he entered
the U.S5.Army as Major Paymaster.He was promoted to Colonel of the
Voltigeur regiment on February 16,1847 Andrews retired as a Colonel
November 29, 1864.Later he was promoted to Bvt.Brigadier General for
“gallant and meritorious conduct in the battle of Chapultepec,Mexico."
He died March 11, 1868.
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THE WESTERN MAILS
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MEXICAN WAR SOLDIERS MAIL

By an act of Congress March 3,1847,letters,newspapers and
small packets,not exceeding one ounce in weight.could be
sent to officers and privates "belonging to the army* post
*“free®.The covers should be so endorsed or the address

should indicate the free privilage.However,letters
army had to be prepaid or postage collect.
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DONA ANA,NEW MEXICO 1849

Captain Enoch Steen writes to James W.Denver on the merits of a railroad to
the Pacific via the southern route, He also reports a fight,with Apache
Indians,at San Diego crossing of the Rio Grande, near Dona Ana,New Mexico

on August 16th., This was one of only seven engagements by regular Army

troops with Indians in 1849, "Dona Ana New Mexico Sept.28,1B849
A few words on the subject of the Great Rail Road to the Pacific Ocean - It
will be of great National interest - therefore the interest of a state as a
starting point. Should be no obsticle as a starting point etc - Now as fare
as my information on traveling over a quarter part of the route. I would say,
start at some point on the Mississippi River near the mouth of Red River or
at some point on Red River as high up as good & safe Steam Boats navega-
tion - thince up said River to near its head - thence west to the southern
boundary of New Mexico to the Rio Gila - thence down said stream to the
Colorade of the West{river). Thence Wast to San Diego on the Pacific Ocean
This route 1 have been over as fare as the Rio Gila - its all most a level
plain and four degres of Longetide shorter than the route from St.Louis by
the South Pass.You leave Red River on the Parelel of 32 North and dont vary
thirty miles from a direct line West and this route will never be interfeared
with by Snow and settel as fast as the road is made nearly the whole route
and T am of the opinion a good road can be made on this route for Twenty
millions less money than the route from St Louis or any other a cross the
continent - I have traveled all the routs spoken of as fare West as the
highest Peaks of the Rocky Mountains and so fare as my judgement goes 1
would say as a great National work no other route than Red River on the
parelel of North latitude 32 Degrees should be thought of. 1 am still suffer-
ing concidereble from a wound I receved in a battle 1 had with the Apachys
Indians on the 16th of August. I had 26 Dragoons of my company H. lst.Drag-
cons with me - We fought about 200 Indians and for a few =inutes it was all-
most a hand to hand fight. The Indians gave way - we persued them driving
them from point to point keeping up a summery fight about five miles whare

we took their camp - a numbar of their horses & mules and distroyed all their
provisions pots kettles &c &c, we kild about 12 & wounded 20 - As darke set
in 1 had =y lst Seargt mortally wounded - one corporal kild and 2 others
Privats slightley wounded. We now returned with the wounded about 10 miles to
water whare we arived at 11 oclock at night. I recd a ball about 2 inches
below the navel - the ball lodged near the spine whare it still remains and
strang to say the wound is nearly healed up and I am again going about atten-
ding to my company duty. My recovery is nearly as (miraculous) a one as Genl.
Sheilds(James Shtields seriously wounded in the head at Cerro Gordo,Mexico.
but recovered,while leading his troops in battle) when I tell you that I recd
the shot about 5 P.M. and was in the saddle until 11 P M and the next day
rode near 40 miles and the next (day) 30 and in the hotest days in August and
without any medical aid and 30 miles without water - not very agreable 1
assure you my friend Capt.Denver, I had also a small brush with them on
the 21st July -*(Heitman dates it July 18th at Canyon del Peno(Sierra Sacramen-
to),N.Mexico,Co. G & H lst Dragoons) - we had the best of the fight, but was
without any thing to eat and could not follow them, and unless the Gov. send
more mounted troops in New Mexico, we will have plenty of fighting with the
differant tribes for two or three years yet, but one well mounted Regt.

could settle the matter with them in ten or twelve months - Then the county
would be quite but as it is no man is safe one mile from Yis House, and in my
opinion the Gov ought to rais another Regt. of mounted Troops this Congress -
the T will say no more on this subject, and if you think any of this is worthy
a place in your paper{news) you can put it in good English and use it. My
kindest regards to all our friends in Platte City(Missouri) & county -

Capt J.W.Denver Yours in hast E.Steen Capt lst,Drags."

e e de e de e e i e

*F.B.Heitman,Historical Reﬁilter & Dictinnarx,ﬁ.s.htui 1789-1903,Vol.2,
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MUTINY ON U.S.5.BRIG SOMERS

Folded letter to S.W.Jones in reply to an inguiry regarding the case of the
mutiny under date of January 20,1843 - 19 days after the conclusion of the
Naval Court of Inquiry into the matter.Postmarked at TARRYTOWN N.Y. JAN 24

(1843).

Alexander and John vere brother-in-laws to Commodore Maththew C. Perry.

In September of 1842 Alexander was sent to Africa in command of the SOMERS
wvith dispatches for the African Naval Sguadron. On the return voyage, plans
for amutiny vere discovered,vhich resulteéd in the court martial and execu-
tion of Midshipman Philip Spencer, the son of the Secretary of War,and two
seamen,Cromwvell and Small The following day they were
swung aloft and their bodies buried at sea. At that time mutiny or the very
thought of mutiny on the high seas was punishable by death.The affair vas
exploited by the press,resulting in a court of naval inquiry,which upheld
MacKenzie's actions. This was followed by a court-martial,demanded by
MacKenzie, in order to keep it out of the civil courts.The result was about
the same - that MacKenzie did just what the situationcalled for.

In 1846 MacKenzie,vwho spoke Spanishk fluently,was sent to Cuba by President
Polk to interview Santa Anna,who was then in exile.At the interview on July
7th,MacKenzie suggested that if Santa Anna were to regain power and annou-
nce a willingness to negotiate a peace, the U.S. would suspend operations
except the Blockade.That the United States would settle all spoliation
claims and purchase the disputed territory and New Mexico.Santa Anna agreed
in a letter to Polk,to negotiate a treaty along those terms.He was given
safe passage on a British vessel through the blockade. Gn his return he
became Commander of the Army and President of Mexico ,but he then reneged on
his agreement with MacKenzie and Polk. Later he acted as interpreter at the
surrender of Vera Cruz.The Brig of War Somers capsized on December B,1846
with the loss of 37 out of a crewof 76.
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"Tfarrytown.20 January 1843

“I trust you will not estimate the very high value I place on your obliging favor
of the 9 instant by the length of time I have allowed to elapse without answer-
ing it. Though another benevolent correspondent,personally as unknown to me
as yourself,has quite recently invited my attention to this case I am indebted
to your kindness for first suggesting it. It is thought by everyone to have
a more decided bearing on the case of the Somers than any other instance of the
summary punishment to quell mutiny which has been cited: and the high sanction
of the name of Washington [George] consecrates the act. It is said however
that the execution of the three mutineers of the New Jersey Line had the advant-
age over the case of the Somers, that the drumhead court martial held over them
was strictly legal. But their execution took place after the mutiny was entirely
guelled.It had for object the future advantage rather than the present safety of
the country,and was an act of policy more than of indispensable necessity.Though
the execution of those soldiers was more strictly legal than that of the mutineers
of the Somers,it was preceded by fewer formalities,a less elaborate investigation,
and a much shorter space of time to ascertain the innocence or guilt of the accus-
ed. Though every moment of delay was-fraught with peril for us.a much longer time
was given to the condemmed for preparation. You are aware that mutiny or attempt to
create nutiny in the naval service is punishable with death. All that the course
persued on on board the Somers in the execution of the mutineers wanted to be comp-
letely legal was that I should have heen a flag officer,and the individuals comp-
osing the counsel of officers,should all of them have been commissioned: three
out of the four were so. You will have perceived by the evidence given before the
Court of Enguiry that there was undoubted proof of the guilty participation in the
meeting of at least two others;namely Wilson ans McKinley. For determined courage
and reckless hardihood I consider these two to have been more formidable than the
cthers. But they could not have navigated and sailed the vessel. Mr.Spencer[Philip],
Cromwell [Samuel] and Small [Elijah] being disposed of, their execution was unnec-
essary. The act wvas therefore not one of vengeance,not done to vindicate violated
laws,but the strict necessity,and was carefully kept even at some risk within the
bounds of necessity. The kind interest you have taken in the painful position
inwhich I find myself placed,and the desire to justify myself still further in your
opinion, induced me to trouble you with these details. Youmay also be interested in
hearing,that,vhatever opinion the Court of Enquiry may report,I have asked for a
Court Martial,in order to protect me from all future process in the civil courts,
although the prevailing opinion seems to be that they cannot take cognizance of

my case. Believe me my dear Sir very truly /Your obliged and most obedient/

S.W.Jones Esg." Alex,Slidell MacKenzie /
New York"

khkkkhkdkkddddddhdhbbhkhdddkdn

Alexander Slidell MacKenzie - 1803-1848 - was a commander in the U.S.Navy
and a popular author of travel and naval biographies of John Paul Jones,
Oliver H.Perry and Stephen Decatur.He had changed his given name by adding
MacKenzie for a brother of his mother. His brother John 5lidell became a
Confederate diplomatic agent who was involved in the TRENT affair,in
which a British steamer,with Slidell onboard,was stopped and Slidell was
siezed and imprisoned in Fort Warren .This caused a tense diplomatic sit-
uation with Great Britain until he was released. Previous to this he had
been the U.S. Commissioner to Mexico to adjust the Texan boundary and pur-
chase New Mexico in 1845 previous to the Mexican War.SEE below.
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TRIBUNE OFFICE, 100 NASSAU STREET

—_

1843

h.' y . g




	25-1
	25-1a
	25-2
	25-2a
	25-3
	25-4
	25-4a
	25-5
	25-6
	25-7
	25-7a
	25-8
	25-9
	25-10
	25-11
	25-12
	25-13
	25-13a
	25-14
	25-15
	25-15a
	25-16
	25-17
	25-18
	25-19
	25-20
	25-20a
	25-21
	25-21a
	25-22
	25-23
	25-24
	25-25
	25-25a
	25-26
	25-26a
	25-27
	25-28

