
r

-

•

,
~'

. { /.•.
• e. .. d"
.(

•- . /(

•

•
'..

;,-
&':..
,/,

"

•/

/ •
~" l/

,/

/ ,/

L ••,.. •
~

4' <:~

',/ " ./ -..
/.

•
, ". /

• - /'

~ .~ ,.. '"
,'/
• •., Uf

.-'

,II. ~ _ •, ~./

C/".(""•

..

/ .
•

••

,

..

/
(

A /..
~

/

-/
/

/ -
/

k ,-
.u

,

/.,

/

A •

(

--

. -.

• r

• If •
• • /.

.:.:>:! ,
~

•
• "

Ii ,

I



•

,



•

'.

•

/.... "

•

•

•

•

/

/

,
c ~_ ...?AL~~.'-_.._.~._

- - -'



••
-,
,-



SCOTT'S AllHY OF INVASION Lo\HDS
AND LAYS STEGE TO VBRA CRUZ

General Winfield Scott arrived at AntOn Llzardo on Har.'1,1847 and on the 9th
he landed 8,600 troops on CoUadoBeach before Vera CruzXhe folloving seven
letters vere vr i tten by George H. Ransolll onboard the U. S. S·. FREDONIA, except
for one written onboard the Prize Schooner MAHONESE.RiIonliolll gives an eye witn­
e •• account of the slege and bolllbOlrdlllent of Vera Cruz and the Castle of San
Juan d'Ulloa.The folloving extracts are frolll the letters,

~Fredoniil Saturday Feby 20th 18'17/0ff Anton Lizardo ..•.•.. To all apperan­
ees ,things here are rapidly approaching to ill Crisis .... Sunday 21st Yesterday
the Sloop of War • .... lbany" frolll a cruise and Illy friend To. Corsaan who is attach­
ed to her as Master, callie on boa rd and di ned vi th ....... Si nee we ar rived a nUllIber
Of vessels - brlnging several Prizes tOO,lately taken _ n.ve returned here,
havlng been recalled frolll their Crusing by the Co_odore [DaVId Conner J - "
grea t event is eo.,i ng off soon, vi thou t dOUbt - Gen I . Scot t, vi th abou t ten thOU­
sand troops,is expected here dally _ He vas only "bout one hundred 1. fifty miles
froll here,vHh an allple fleet of transports, and to sail in a day or two, vhen
the ""'lbany~ left hUI [Scott arrived at Lobos Island the day this letter va.s
\lritten _ Feb.2lst. J - It is expected he,hi.self & Suit,will cOllie in the SlOOP
Of War ·St.Marys· - Upon the arrlva.l of hlS fleet, It IS sald.hls troops vll1
land under cover of the arlls of our squadron and proceed i_ediately to
attack the City of Vera Cruz - The City taken, the Castle IIUst soon fall.and it
is probable 1II0re than probable the war \Ii 11 then Goon terminate - ..... unless
there Is an immediate negotiation for peace,which we have good reason to
suspect has already been,or is about to be started by the Mexlcans,this vlll be
a scene of terrible fIghting during a part,at least,of next 1I0nth _ \;e are so
situated here that vecan vatch a great lIIany Of their lIIotions now on shore. See
their \latch fires all along the coast, and avay baCk into the country, by which
they convey inteligence of the arrival or Ships,c.,tO those \lho are far in the
interior - perhaps to Genl.Santa Anna,at San Luis Potosi - Mexican boats some­
tilles venture out in the midst of our shipping,and attelOptS have been lIade to
seize a quantity of Stores belonging to our governllent,on a sllall Island here in
In possession of the Squadron - It is said also that attellpts have been IOade to
set fire to salle Of our Shipping _ The consequence is that boats of the Squadron
are nov kept constantly rowing guard allongst the Ships and around the Island,
during the night,and each Officer of the deCk of every vessel required to be
armed vith a couple of Pistols,or a "Revolver".and to keep a certain number of
.lien ready to aeizellluskcts at a 1II0lllents varning - It is supposed _ it is certain
i n f~ct _ the Co_odore can te.plates the! Itt in9 out of sOlie grand exped i t i on
soon tor boa ts. though, vha tit is to be \Ie are as yet unable to d lscover - .•...
.... , .. George·
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"U.S. Store Ship FredonIa
(I"o. 3) OH "nton Li zardo. Saturday. Feby. 27th. 1847

-It h...s been blowing a tremendous "Norther" here since yesterday.and we we~e

all astonished this afternoon by the ..~~lv .. l of th~ee lar\le Shlpll (TranllportS)
which stood in bOldly through pass.... a ..ong dang..~ous ~eef. that extend all
;lIang the coast _1'hel;e Ships lI~e sWll~med with l;oldie~s - II pa~t of Genl Scott's
"rmy ~ ;lnd the rest of the Fleet,nid toconsi"t of lIomething hetveen Sixty &
Seventy velilselS,will doubtless be in ve~y Boon afte~ the gsle abates - It WaB a
1I0lilt eXCltlng .cene,to behold those Ships _ p;a~tlculll~ly one.vhlch,it seemed
fo~ a time, must inevitably be dashed to pieces _ Surrounded,;as they we~e by
~OCleS, in the height of the gale ~ dangera, the _st ;appall ing;a s"ilolC c"n
im"gine - HiJd either of them stlCuc!c.every soul must hilve perished ere assist.­
lInce could have been rendered _ One or thell On co.. ing to anchor.being anxious.
no doubt.to communicate! with the Commd.as soon as possible. despatched a boat
vith a strong crew to pull talC the Fla'iil Ship ("Raritan") .but the poor fellovs
we~e soon car~led away to leevard.out of sight. and it is p~obable they hllve
perished _ , ••• , ,Ha~ch 3d - The vessel (Ra~itanJ ulled (28thj and,as you see,
'had no chance to get it aboard - Fo~ salle reason best knovn,doubtless, to the
SU~ly old fool who co_ands the Squadron ,no boats "ere perllitted to go .. long­
slde,except t.he one that toole the -RlI~ltiln's- lett.~-b;a'iil- .•.•.•.•. March 5t.h
Nearly the vhole of Cenl.SCOttlil force has arrived,and vessels a~e still heav­
ing In sight, S\I/IIrmed vi th troops .... I vish It vas possi ble fo~ me to convey to
you some ideiJ of the belluti!ul - the Intensely exciting scene presented to us
here.by the arrival of this l ....enSe fleet. of transports,allountlng to upwards
ef Sixt.v , .. Ithdecks t.hronged _ FOur 1"rge Stea-ers,al.O,ha\le arrived this
morning. one of "hich has on beard Genl. Scott! St.eall Transport !oIassachusetts J.
another. Genl. ,",orth. "nother. Genl . Twiggs, .. nd theother, Genl. pat terson _ The
"hole force to be landed.nov,very .oon,amounts t.o so.... thlng over twelve t.hou_
Sand; six thous",nd or vhlch are regulsrs - ..... It depends no~·,some\lhat..upon

the success of Cenl.Scott.ho.... soon we may sail for Pensacola - We \lill not leave
probably,until vera Cru;>; is taken _ It may be a Ilonth o~ more ... Harch 9th - I
stell 1 a moment fromduty,to tell you that the "rllY landed t.his 1I0rning undelC
cover of the guns of the Squadron,within tva or three .Ues of the Castle, ;and
already the fight has commenced - Oh. it is iI grand scene!H.;avena! ....h"t a deaf_
ening ro"~ of great guns! [Scott lilnded 8,600 the t1rst day without the
loss of one manJ Friday.March 12th _ Our Army has surrounded th.Clty,snd it is
impossible that they can hold out much longer agllinst the hesvy bOlflbardment
that is kept up from all ddes Oh, it Is /II grand sight to behOld those tall
spires crUmble and fall,wlth a thundering crash, through house tops to the
earth! This is the fourth day since the attaCk vas co_enced {On the 21st of
Ma~ch .Hatthew Calbraith Perry relieved D.. vid Conner and took o\ler CO_lind
of S;aval ope~at10ns 1n the Gulf ;and on th.. 22nd Scott dellanded that Ver.. Cruz
surrender in tva hours. ThIS vas refused and Scott opened fi~e upon the city
vith his seigeguns late the same afternoon.] - 1'he nUlllbe~ killed On our SIde,
a8 yet, is but small in comparison to vhat has evidently been the lass of the
!-texlcans _ Yesterday morning a large body of Hexic"n cavalry ~·ere seen.from our
shlppin'iil, to .llilke 1I fur10us charge upon the Ne\l YorK regi ..ent of volunteers,vho
wi thout forlli ng 1n lIny pa ~t lculll~ order reClIl ved the.. vi th a t.rellendoue volley
that. sent them scamperIng baCk wit.h s most Incalculable speed.with a differenc~

th"t a number of horse" "ere seen returning without lCidplCS .and" number see.ed
a.lso lylng.quletly,upon the field _ T\las thus their carre~s had IIndpd - One of
our Squa.dron, the U.S.Steamer -Splttire".ran in close and fired upwards of forty
shells into the city,vlth terrible effect:having.in themean time, her "Figure
head" oS. bovsprit shot ava.y by the ClIslle. TheCo..md.ordered her t.o vithdralf .....

george"
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TilE Wm.-rEItN J\tAILS

.. U.S. Ship "Fredonia" _ Ott Ant.on Lizardo
No.4 Thursday March 18th 1847 - SEE note bela....

" ...• The ArlllY i. blazing ..... y .t the Ci ty, t.hough the ...eather has boten so rough
tor sOllie days past t.h",t t.hey have not yet. been able to land but a fe ... putce& of
ordanance [Several large naval guns "'ere brought on shore and set up t.o
help t.he army reduce Vera Cruz) - It has ItOderat.ed at. last.and It IS thought
that everything ... ill be landed and in full operation to_day (23rd _ See note
bela... regardIng dat.eof t.his letter J _ The City must be taken.no.... very soon
- Genl.Scot.t. intends to blo"'up the Castle. and leave "not one stone upon
another" - On Sunday last (21st J.during a heavy "Norther".a fine lar<;le
ship trom Brazo•• having on board Col.(Wi1liam S.) Harney,\. suit ... ith a port­
ion at his regiment at dr.goons.and one hundred &. tventy gOOd horses,""s
... recked on a "reef" ....• Not ... ithstanding the heavy gale .nd. 1II0st trelllendous
sea ,"'e succeeded in s.ving every Saul on board at her,but not.ho...ever,"'lt _
out 10& i ng three .en f rolll one at the [rescue J boa ts _ It "'as a dangerous
business tor the boats,truly.and it is a ...onder that ...e got. ott vlt.hout. losing
lIlany 1I0re lives - At one t.lme. I ...as the cOllJllanding officer, in charge af
several boat. ••• nd I ...as the flrst. ane on board the ... reck _ After taking oft
several boat.-Ioads of dragoons t.oa st.eamer,t.hat. callie out ... ithin \ a .iIe of
her,I vent baCk ... ith Illy boat to the ... reck,and remained there all night - We
vere in hopes at being' able to save the horses, if the gale abated lind she con_
tinued t.o hold together tllllllorning - The gale did abat.e.some...hat.but she
vent. to pieces early in t.he 1Il0rning.and all t.he horses vere lost except eleven
- It vas a .",d sight.to see upvards of a hundred fine horses perish in such II
maner , some d",shed upon t.he reef ot rugged rocks. and others seen struqqlinqin
t.he heavy sea. a long time. until exhausted 0. drovned _ A most melancholy sight
indeed &. _ I have to go on deCk nov"", .George".

This letter vas apparently started on March 18th.betore Scott's batteries
began tiring on Vera Cruz.From the ...riting it appears that he continued
the letter on the 23rd - the day atter Scott began operation&. The above is
quoted from the last part of the letter.
·This may have been tho Steamer HUNTER.chartered at Nev Orleans in 1846 and
wrecked at lslll Verde near Vera cruz on Sunday.March 21.1847.
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·U.S. Prize] :>chooner -!'tatwnese·
No.50ff Anton Lizardo.March 22d 1847.

·I'm Captain! • was ordered this morning to take charge of this Schooner_
pro-tem - a beautiful vessel _ taken a short time Slnce from the Mexicans_
I have a Passd.!'tidn. - Hc.J.S.O..y [Joseph - to Lieut.IS54 - died 18561_
and twenty men under my co_and _ 1 Shall retain the Co_and, hovever, but a
short time - only a fev days _ vhen she vi 11 be given to the charge of a Lieut .•
and then I vill return ..gain to the Fredonia _ The Stealll Frigate Mississippi _
Co_o.Perry - arrIved here on Saturday,and Co_o.P. has relleved Co_o.
Conner froIllCo_"nd of the Squadron _ The latter is to sail this arternoon,
they ... y, in the Princeton ror home _ I hasten to drop you a line by her ..... A
part of our Squadron.and the ArlllY on shore.are still firing with terrible
Effect upon the City.vhich,it is understood.ha!';; alreadyorren~d tocapitu­
late: but Cenl.Scott is determlned that the Castle shall surrender at the
sallie time _ It ia impossible that they can hold out much longer.though they
return our fire with great errect,and have killed a considerable number - ..
•. . The Ohio - Ship or the line -has just arrived and since Co_o.Perry has
assumed the command.ve are in hopes - in tact we are sure the Squadron will do
sOllething or illportance at once - ... The Princeton viii get undervay very soon
· ..• 1 have thisllolllent discovered that! have held on too long: the PrinCeton
is undervay ..... but I stUI have hope she vill ·COlDe to· ror a couple of hourlil
off Sacrificios.and,a. there is a vessel going up there very Iiloon,! lIay yet be
able to get it on board in time - .. The Steamers Mississippi,Spitflre& Vixen,
and all the Schooners, have already haUled in close under the valls or the City
and the tiring is nov trellendous _ Before these vessels of the Squadron opened
their tire, the City & Castle Ifere SUllllllOned to surrender - The Ca.tle,hovever,
is deter",ined to hOld out to the last.and it is possible they may suffer the
City to be completly delnOlished,ere the former will yield and haUl down its
"fUg" - Last Friday, seventeen or our men were killed by the explosion Of
a single shell thrown from one of the immense guns or the Castle _ A mere chance
shot it va•..... George" .

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
~ccordin9 to the letter it may have been carried to New Orleans by the
U.S.S.Prtnceton,vhere it entered the ~ail on ~pril 6th.
The MAHON ESE vas a Schooner of 100 tons .capture-d at Tampico on Nov. 14,1646
and sold at Norfolk on OCl.15,1646.
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"U.S.Store Ship Fredoni"
No.IO Saturd(iy May 1st 1647 _ Off Anton LU(irdo

-I have just cOllie off watch: the Relief has gone .... I alll alllidst all these busy
scenes of \Oar ... VictorieA.and all the lIlanouverings of thlS i_ens£1 Squadron
..... The St.l'lary'A Is to sail early tOlllorrowlllornlng for Norfolk -lOhat a
pity she cannot wait a day or two.just togive me til"e to write you a long
let ter! ..... There 1 s no know i ng when we vi II sa 11 .... no one Clln find out

t <lnything vith regard to the intended 1Il0vements ot the Squadron,or ;lny vessel
belong i ng to it, except "hen the COIlllllO. chooses to • let the C<lt out· hilllsel f ,
<lnd he seelllS to del1ght in keeping all thingsshadr ~ .... ve cannot be kept
here lIluch longer, for the Squadron must soon take all our stores _ SOllie say ...e
are to sail in a few days;otherssay Vii are tovail until the Reliet returns
trom Pensacola ..•. one thing is certain: the number at velilsels upon thiS
st<ltion will be considerablyreduced in the course of a month _ Another exped­
t 1on i. to cOile at f , though, 1n the meantime, i n vh ich, i t i. sa id, the Squadron
... ill land tva thousand &. flve hundred _n,and they are to have a grand fight
prob.. bly - {Perry's c .. pture of T.. b<lsco t"o "eeks after this letter "<liS
written] ••••• 1 vas never in better he<lllth,<IInd finding lIIyself, for a ti_
at least ,the Second 1n COlllmand,and the Executive ofl'icer of a tine large ship,
I am in good spirits _ I believe I mentioned to you $ometille ago ,that Kennard.
Gibbon,Edvards &. myself had vritten to Mr. Maury [Matthe" Fontaine] requesting
hilll to get us ordered baCk to the Observll.tory' - I WOuld nOt be surprlsed if
orders were brought tor each of us by the Relief ... It Is ,hovever,lIOre probable
t ha t Gibbon &. lIlysel f vi 11 go hOlle in th is ship - We expect thll. t she .,111 stop not
more than eight or ten days at Pen.acola,and then sail direct for Nev York or
Boston _ Tuesday evening - May 4th '47 _! knov not "'hat,has detained the
St. Marys: She is not to sal1 till tOlllorrO\l: Our Illlail] bag had been sent on
board, closed, but I brought I t back, JUSt nO\l, to give opportun i ty, for those
...ho wh'h yet.. besides lllysel f , to add a postscri pt - I all glad I t has so happened,
bec.....s" I ..... nt to tell you,that COIlllO. has sent Lieut.Raphael Se_es' to the
City of !'lexico,to inforlll the Government that If they do not tre~t vith evet'y
respect,as a prisoner of War,Passd.Midn.R.C,Rogers, ve viii retallate ten­
fOld upon such officers ot their. as we now hold prisoners in the Castle,amon­
gst \lhom are Gen1.La Vega and several Colonels - He is <IIlso to demand him in
exchange illllllediately, for one of their officen"of equal rank - .... Geo.·

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
·H.F.!'laury I 6-1873,vas t.he fir.t superintendent of U.S.Naval Observatory,
vhich ..... s established in 1654.Hi. study of the "'lnds and currents of the seas
resulted in one of the greatest scientific boOkS ever ...ntten - THE PHYSICAL
GEOGRAPHY OF THE SEA, published in 1855. It is the tirst text book of modern
oceanography. Ransom's frIend, Passed Midshipman Lardner Gibbon,along "ith
" ... L.Herndon, .ade an exploration of the AIIIa!;On Rivet',frOllitS head to its
1II0uth in 1653, for !'l<llury and the Navy.

·Raphael Selllles 1809-1877,entered the Navy in 1826 .On Oc\:..23.1846 he was
given cOlllllland of the U.S. Brig SOllers,of mutiny rame,While chasing a
blOCkade runner on Dec.8.1646, the Somers capsized in a -Norther-and sank
\lith a loss of half the crev,SEE Mutiny of the Somers in this collect10n.
As stated in the letter , Sellllles accompanied Scott's Army of invasion to Mexico,
but Ro.ers had escaped before he gOt then".

·Robet't Clay Rogers and Surgeon John N.Wrlght landed on the beach in an attempt
to blow up a Mexican powder maga!;ine. Wright escaped, but Rogers vas taken to
!'lexico City where the Mexicans threatened to execute hillas <II spy,although he
V;lS in military dress and shOUld have bee~ treated;ls a prisoner of var.
General R.Diaz de La Vega lias captured at the battle or Cerro Gordo on April
IBth,I647,
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Raphael Sellmes r-eslgned troll the Navy Feb.IS, 1861 and joined the Confederate
Nav)' . His .IIoat notable achievement during the Civil War was hu command
of the C.S.StealllerALAijAHA.Froln Aug. at 1862toJune of1864heuidedU.S.
lIerchant shipping around the vorld. During thilt period the Alabama captured
82 merchantmen valued lit 611111110n dollar... It all ended On June 19, 1864,oft
Cherboucg, France wh.m the Alabama was 8ul1k by the U. S. S. KEARSARGE. Semmes
survived and beclilme a Rear-Admiral.

"General R.D1a.:/; de La Vega ..... Clilptured at the battle ot Cerro Gordo on April
18th.l847.



[ TilE WESTEJtN MAILS U.S.Ship Fredonia
No.1) June 4th 1847 - Oft Anton Lazardo

•... I have ten minutea allowed me to vrite by the Steam _ Revenue _ Cutter
"Me Lane" ,nov abOut to get undeclIlly tor Nell Drle"ns _ .....Nearly the whole
Squadron is lying here ready to sail at a moments notice tor Tab,sco _ A great
tight 1. expected lind it \/111 cOllie otf In a fe'ol days [Perry captured Taballco
June 16th] - The U.S.Schooner "Flirt"i .. daily expected with i.portan\:. desp­
atches to the COllUllo.fro. Pen.acola - We IIl'e in hopes tholt our ship will get
1I'o1.y frolll here in the coue•• of tva weeks,at atOst _ Georg." .

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

U.S_Ship FredonIa
No.1? JUly 5th 1847 - Off Anton Llz.cdo

" .. _The Frigate. ·POtOIllaC" & "Raritan" have both aailed tor hOllle.sollle days ago
but ve had noopportunlty ot vriting by the•• as the for ..er sailed trOIll
Sacriticios" t.he latter trolll Taba15co _ You vill doubtless have heard long ere
you receive this a.11 about t.he takIng Of Tabasco- The vhole coast. is nov in our
possession. and there reaaln.not the sliqhtest chance Of any IIIOce fightin'il for
the Squadron - ..... Gibbon.Edvards.Kennard &'.yself have received an ansver
frolll Hr. Ha.ury. respecting our appl ication for the Observatory _ He says he is
anxIous to have us all baCk again.a.nd tha.t he vould that da.y (22d Of April) go
to see the Honl.Secret.ry.nd try toget us ordered: but he said he had but faint
hopes of success. for it vas knovn.at the sa.. tillle,at the Dept .• that we wer.
very short Of Officers in thh Squadcon _ Yesterday the 4th _ we had Turtle
soup. Roast Turkey .and other· f Ix Ins· for dinner. vi th excellent Chaapa'iln•• and
lIy friends TOIII Crossan.G.H.Hare and several others dined vith us _ ..........•
July 7th The ve••el by Which I a. to send this •.••. vill sail this afternoon or
early in t.he lIornlng - Georgey" .

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Geor'ile Ransolll v •• a Passed Hidshipaan at the tille he wrote the letters.He had
entered the Navy in 1839 and rose to the rank of Co_odore in 1877.

'me
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MEXICAN WAR EXPRESS
no.- "a.~ a 1""''''1. maal ...~orpn~byJama L. ~oIIM~~OriP: ....
1~·I)rlta.T1w Mn"'an .............. I""fln;t ......lobr~omp«M.......-~~1n
III.. dady II~Q 01 1M nat_ and m-.lry ..... ~ &"""'1 ~ .....
~ponMnta.~.WIPtM m...._~__ and ~Iar.f'r,.... hll'fti ".own
COOl"""'" lotany II. war d.~tchato his"""'_ in SI!WOr .v.«lUrtft)'
M otf..~ to ..anyP",~ ....u for ol'Ykft frVndowho~Intend lett..,. hom..
On th.. arm-./oIth"cou"",r 1M..-s~rappl>ftl th.. handstampF'......rd"-1Jw
""0. "D£LTA" Cool.v.- and plKM 1M ,"-1M In 1M NI!WOrw..... Poa. omc.. on
January I.. , 111411 ThO' .....~r .. ""',k-d"Cityorlol".iro [)ooc, 19,184T and rri.....to.
rftillnallOn wnt ~ by I"" wntn, Captaln Henry PolW, wlshing to IuIYf Ie
w1t1ldr1llO'Tl, D«kf1. ~ on bKk or Ift~r Indino!... it 10 1OO lar... _ Ihal 'M
r"lllllnallOn had~nKffptM~ 31. 1847. II..nryPo~ _ kUlM In .d....llo Mfo)'
or 1848
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THE stEeE OF VERA CRUZ 1846

On March 9. 1847. General Wi nf i eld Scot t. ina relllarkable alllphi bi OUS opera t 101'1.
lllnded 1I11ll0st.12.000 lIlenon t.he beach before Vere Cruz. He i_ediat.ely set. up
siege guns, inclUding six po...erful naval cannon. brought. on land frolll the shlps.
Scott delllanded the surrender Of the city which was refused. On the 22nd he began
the reduction of Vera Cruz ....hich llurrendered on March 29th.
The letter below was ...ritten four dllys before the tinal surrender by a partiCl­
pant who signes his nallle "Rbt.A." It is d/lted "Calllp before Vura Cruz M/lrch 25,
1847 _ ..... We have been /Ishont in cannon shot r/lnge of Vera Cruz for Ilore than
ten days.Tvo days llince the city ...as sUllloned to surrender. the invltation being
accolllpanied by an assurance. that we had a sufficient nUllber Of batteries in
position to destroy the place. The answer was spirited and pat.riotic; - in pas_
port. that they were prepared to defend thellselves and would tight whatever lIlight
be the sacritice . Ten batteries ClIlortars) were i=ed1atly opened upon thell frail
our entrenchlllents.and although the oolllbardlllent has been lnees.llnt. for 1II0re than
forty-eight hours _ The Mex!clln tlllg st.ill waves over the c"it.y.They have thus far
returned us ball for ball and shell for shell, but the relative dalllage is not yet
allcer ta ined. We have lost tvo Capta i ns; Capt [John Rogers] Vin ton (former ly llta t­
ioned at Fort Preble) and Capt [William] Alburtis of the [2nd] Infantry.and five
or six privates. we have no intelligence frolll the city. but we can see that the
houses lire grlldually crulllbling beneath our fire.The defence thus far. has been
Iluchlllore anilllated and atfective than had been anticipated,and it will cost us
lIore than we stipUlated for toget possession Of the habitable portion of the city.
And then there is the castle [San Juan d'Ulloa] bellowing at us,.pitting fire and
thunder. and defying beseiging arlllY even after it haa razed the houses of the city
to their found~tions.It is the belief (prob~bly) that the c~lltle is invulnerable
that inspires the defenders of the city.We have yet only begun the fight.and J
write you while the ~lr is full of destructive lIIillllelel J violate a recent
order at Capt Polk [Mllj .Wm.H .• president polk'" brother) .by writing at all - that
is one word of vh~t ls doing in the way of killing poor Mexicanll - Dont tell any
body that there is an Army of 17.000 men lnvellting t.he City of vera Cruz..! ....

Rbt.A."
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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OCOJPATtOIl OF TAMPtCO 1844

TAHI'tCO ta loe.tad on thl Culf of Model) about 210 aU.. louth of
thl -.th of tM. I.to Crana.. liver. IItth tM outbnak of chi ..... ,
vtth ""I<t~.sant. Anna wttbdr_ tha S.rri.on.f.... thl port city of
T_plco,on Octohlr 28t.. ,1846. On _.be.. 14th C-.!ore David
CGn...... vlth two !laval .t._.... f ........ scbooner pnboatl and • l..,d.
Inc pany of ~n 11...d tto. port and pla.<:ed it u........tHtary
occupation.
ThI two coven shown.were \IlJed during tMs occupation.on January \2
and Hay 8,1841. ~ poat....k. ara U.S.Kl1It..., provisional ....kina.·
n.y _r. catTted to Me.. Orleans by Hav&1 tran"poru "be ... thly
anta..ad thl ..aaut.....tt••
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-C••p U.S.A. ne.r Monterey/28th M.y 1847

De.r MaJor ..... It is hard tor us to get nevs here & when 1t arriv•• , it Is qui te
old in the U.S. It t.ke...t. t.lir c.lculation 20 days tor lett.r. to re.ch thi ..
pl.ce fro.. N. O. (Nev Orle.n,,] Th. p.per.. keep you intor..ed of .11 th.t hi
going on.& you qet the nevs of Genl Scotts opertationll ..uch before ve do oving
to the ...na",ellent of ... i Is. Our neVI fro.. hi I ar..y co..es thro' the N. O. p.pers.
It 11 ru.oured here th.t he (Scott] is in Hexico(Scott .rriv.d at puebl. the d.y
.fter this letter - Hay 29th] - 1f that be the c.se & pe.ce doe. not follov 800n.
I fe.r ..... ,hall h.ve to hold the Militllry Co_and of ,1111 Mexico & Call it. con­
quest-This 10'111 be bad for us '" obU",e the U.S. to keep up II very large Milit.ry
Co_.nd (establistuoentJ here. My ovn opinion is th.t Congrels should vith­
out hesitation .nnex upper C.lifornia" Nev Mexico as Territorie." c.ll it.
part Of the U.S. defining the 32 or 32\ degree of l.titud. a' the Southern Boun­
dary till it strikes the RioGr.nde" then follov th.t river to the .outhl And
this too vithout cOn"ultlng Mexico further. And then hold QIlr Troops.t the (oot
o( the Sierra Madres (ro.Monterey ,"c to T.llpico and .lso.ll the Se. Co.st till
such tll1e.s .iqht please these prople to lI.ke peace. These people .re. disorq­
anlzed mas. of population of inflrior blood. The char.cteristics Of the Negro"
Indian particularly as to COlOr .r. prominent in them. Nov & Then you .ee •
little of the pure Ca8tillhn blood. But to our .f(airs - Genl T.ylOr h.s
not been in. eondition to .dv.nee .inee the b.ttle ot Buena Vista.And.t the

.present tillle the VOlunteers of the pa.t year .re on the March hOIll.....ard.Genl Wool
is at Saltillo vith but a small torce nov. The 2d Mississippi passed up to him.
fev days since. The Virginia Reg 11;1 here" the Massaehusetts daily expeeted.But
it .... 111 take till fall to get ag.in,as many men as ve discharlle at the present
time. The Government vi 11 dec ide 1t they c.n move tov.rds Mex ico [Ci ty ]vi th
both columns,or vithone (Genl Scott's). Genl S. at present appears mo.t vanting
men," and I prelllullle from his eallY line ot cOlllmunications only 250 lIIilelll from a
Se.-port that he could keep hill ar.y supplied vastly better than ve ean. It ve
attempt to advance from SaltillO VII shall have to over com. one hundred lIiles •
• lllost. a desert, vi th va ter i ngs a vhole days Ilarch apart, before ve could str ike
into. country ths t vood IIfford supplIes. In such an event in all prOl)abi 1 i ty, the
line ot eo_unieations vith our ba.e vould have t.o be broken at Saltillo.And t.he
adv.nce launched Off into.n ene.y'. eountry to sust.in itself after a IIIhort.
period by toraging ,"C &.c in the .n••y [eountry] '" running after ve knov not vhat.

This v.r is getting vith lie to be an old story" I should be gl.d to lI.e it ended.
1 havevith lie Capt Frazer (WIIl.D.vidson,died July 27,1856]" Lt Benhaa [HenryW .•
H.j .Genl.Ci vii War, died June 1,1884] of our Corps. We hol,ve the Ci t..del of
Monterey in a good" iffieiant condition. For a field vork it. oI,ppro.ches a per.an_
.ncy: being a square bastioned arround. large square .tone unfini.h.d Cathedral
whose v..1ls are 6 feet thiek.It vill require in case of att.ckl500.en to protect
It: .ltho' a .uch s..ller (orce ..ay h.ve to do the wor);. Thi. eountry illl not.h­
Ing at all for v.nt ot suit.ble .....on•. We have hardly felt rain fro. l.st Sept.
to the .iddle o( this ..onth.All the operations of f.r.ing are c.rried on ne.r
••all.tr.a.s vhere irrig.tion ean be preetieed. Wenee there are v••t t.raeks of
IiIood soil a perfect vaste. We have theor.. nge.le.on, '" po..egr.nate In great
perfection," t.he tig toovith other fruit. not 11I0 luxurient.But there is no place
1 i ke hOlDe. Thei r bu 11d i ngs too are IIOSt. rellarkable. Where stone is abundant
the vall. are thiek" strong" WOUld answer veil for jails.But vh.re there is no
IIItone, they are of adobys or sun dried brick. ready todi ••olv.,al did the City of
C...argo freshet o( 1.8t JUly.The roofll are 1Il0stly thatched exe.pt in the heart of
the Cities vhere they are flat" covered vith concrete on a .tronll plat.form .

Major Riehard Delafield/Corps of Engineen Jos.K.f.Hanllfleld,-

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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Joseph King Fenno Mansfield graduated 2nd in the class oflBI7 at West Point.
At the tille ot thi. letter he "as a Colonel in the Engineer Corps. Thence lO
Maj. Genl . I n I B6 2. He Vf,S killed a t the bloody bat tIe of Anti etall Sept. 17/18,
1862 "fter 45 years service in the U.S.ArIlY.
This letter shovs the problells at cOllLlllunication .. ith the stateS,and points OUl
the short terlls at the 6 .,onth "nd 12 1I0nths volunteers. Much at Taylor'S
arllY had been sent aouth to join Scott's ar.,y at invasion,leaving- Taylor in a
holding position with hiB little arllY at occupation. It is intereating that Hanll_
tield .entions the possibility or the t ..o arllliesconverging on Mexico City.
Also his co__ntary on the conquest and tinal boundaries betveen the u.S. and
Mexico. SEE letters or Stephen F.Austin and Robert E.Lee on the salle question in
thiB C(,lleclion. Taylor rellalned in a hOlding pattern and wlntield SCOtt vaa on
his vay dovn the road ot invasion to the conquest ot Mexico.

See opposite page tor transcript at the letter.

FOlded letter above hi I5t"'lIlped "BRAZOS/JUNE t151847"
with the type II pOatllark at that ottice and rated
"10".
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Folded letter vas written by captain U.S.Wilbur co_anding
the transport ship MEDFORD, anchored at Brazos santiago,
TelCas, on Ja.n. 25th, 1847. Accord 1ng to the letter it vas car r led
to Sev Orleans by the Stea.er McKIM and placed in the ..... il.
as per ~STEAM IO~.The KcKIH .ust have been \lnder contract to
the (l.S.POlOt Office Depart.ent and desIgnated as a ..... il.tea.er
or ..... 11 aqent to have been rated 10 cents tor a local letter.
Had it not been under contract the rate would have been loe plus
2e ship fee tor a tot.l of 12e.
The letter points out th" problems at transporting hor."s
and lIIul"s, ~allve "'nd w"ll~ ,tor Scott's Army of Invasion.
SEE the transcript of the letter on opposite page.

"Capt.Danl.L.Winson. Brazos Santiago Jany 25/'47

t have just this 1II0lllent heard that the steamer "McKim" leaves this day tor I'ev
Orledn. a.nd the stealler which Is taking otf the horses is nov alongside and
vl11 be awa.y in f1 ve minutes so t have no tillle to vri tc hardly a \ford but vlll
inforlll you that we eirrived here after a passage of three days vith the lOS' ot
seven horses, three of which died betore 'ole lett the river(Hisslssippl 1].
Since our arrival they are dying fast If you 10'111 inforlllllle on what terms
you are willing for me to close a charter please inform Ille the first opportunity.
A word for Capt .Allen---he requests me to inform you that he has done nothing
but discharge his mules and they al"O want hi" ship for Tampico but h"vv not iliad,
any direct otter. tt our ships are not chartered to the !ijovernment I do not
think that we shall get away trolll this place tor three months to come. unless we
are blowed "way - The Alabama is now in sight and when she leaves I vill vrlte you
more particulllriy. U.S. Wilbur"
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::apt.. ;)a.-U. L. "!nson,

Dear Sir.

ot'r Braso3 St. 11180,
!o!arc::h 2nd, 1847
On board Ship "!-~edt'orc!"

Herelnunder I send you all order whereby you are at
liberty to rec61ve ot' the Un1 ted Status Quarter J.:aster
at l:ev Orlealls the &:lO\mt ot' Ship !'3DF(lRD'S t'irat.
r::ontl'ls charter, say tr.500.00, the particulars or which
I vrote you under the date or 24th Feby.

I have rocived nothlna on sald ct-.arter otherviae than
having recelpteC: ror a 'Whaleboat which I sheJ.l have to
dsllver back or pay t'or. It' the weather continues
r::oderate ror 24 hours I sheJ.l be all ready ror aea.

i7.500.

The United States ~uarterQ&star at ~ew Orleans vill please
pay to Dan!. L. Winson the sum of seven thousand rive
hur.~red dollars as per asreement entered into between the
U.S. ~uarter I:alltor at Brasos Isla.'1d and. U.S. :~llbur,

::'.aster or Ship ''It.edford.'~ It belD8 the amount due said
ship ror rirst month's charter and oblige.

Your r.u::Ibla Sarvt.

U.S. 1t1lbur

Brasos St. Ia(3:o, Earch 2nd, 1847
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KEIICA. PLOT TO IETA[E SA.TA rE rIO" THE AKEIICA.S I'••

I.I.ut.Jolln Htnton vr!tu to !It. b..othe..,f.._ "santa Fe /f.Il. 28th Dec 184~".
"equ.etlnl ht. to wTtte to v...tou. Influentt.t pe...o~...el...dlnl • C.pt'inc·
tn the c.v.l"v.He .tete. that be te • 1.1' I.etut.tn the lit a.,t. of Mo. ".
(.aunted) Volunteer. ~ nOW tn Mew ~.tco!~ .••• lly reat-ent hal ~v~d tn EI
P•••o vher. they viii av.lt .v .rrlv.1 vtth • battery of .rttll.ry ~ • pro­
vl.lon trlln; ~ t~n ..rch to Chtheu'-u. lueour repo..tl fra. 7DO to 1000
~_Icen troop' It the P••I to oppo.e Col.Dontphen·••dv.nce. If true thev
-olt hIve I flaht before I cen ca.e Up,l. I cannot lelve ~ere before the lit
pro•• ~ It vtll tlke .. fully 20 dlY. to reICh the P•••. I ".nnot but h<'~
that no fl,ht vtll ca-e off vtthout ..,It lookl & little .elfl'~' but I CAl.
cul.t. 11...ely on vtnnlna • brevlt or Tvo In .y flr.t fllht. V h.d qult~
••tlr her. for the 11.1' ten d.y. owing to the dl.covery of I plot to rec.p·
ture thl. T..... ltory. The KI_tc.nI hId 1.ld thetr plan. very veil ~ ca.pl~t.d
thetr oraanttetton; but hlvlnS .ufflclently early tnfo....tIOn.Col.Prlc. V.I
en.bled to t.ke .uch .t.p••, to le.d to the .rre.t of ~.l of the rlnlle.d~r.
_ but the Cbtef. 2n6 In C_nd.re .tlll unc.pture6; they ........1'1'. well
educeted,poor • .mbltlou, ..n " con.equently danS'rou•• Tho•• ~ In co.tod,
vtll be tried II .oon •• p...cttc.ble " tt II the .en.ral oplnlo~ that thev
wtll pull heap(heOC). Col.Prlce t •• ft ... " deel.lve ..n w.11 calcul.ted to be
In c_nd It the pte••nt tt John HInton."
IIrlte to ''l..lotut.John Htnton/C py ''G'' Ill' aest.Ho.K Vol •• /Genl.llool" C.....ndl
Chlhauh.u/CI... Qulltt ......t.r U.S.A./Sln AntonIo de Sell&r/Texu" •

.......................................***

Hinton .rrived .t £1 '1110 on Febtulry llt,too lIre to join llonlph.n
who hId dlt,lt.d the ~I.ic.nl It the blrtle of 'rlztto.on Dece.b.t
25th.Donlphln th.n occupied Elrlsso on n.c ••ber 21tll,the •••• day
thlt Minton Wtot. hi. l.tt.t.MI did tlke p.rt In till b.ttle of the
S.er ••• nto on F.btu.ry 28.1'47.S[E hi. i.tter fro. Cllllliwhaw on the
opposite PII •• Th. plot to ov.rthtow the ~~etic.ns w., lId by G.n.
Di'IO Arellulltl Ind TO~II Ortiz .nd • group of ~e.ic.n•. How,vlr,
tlley were n.v.r tried b.c.u•• the U.S.Covernaent still conoldered
tlll~ MI.ic.n citl.en. until for •• 1 •• chlngeo hid been .Ide with
~e.ico.TII. tlilur. of the t.keov.r led to the .ISSICr. It TIOI .nd
the 1••••• ln.tion of Covernor Chlrlel Blnt.SEE ~RMY OF TilE ~£ST N[~S

P~P[R b.low.
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WIMI'IBLD SCOTT

" Head Ors. &c I New York. Jan. 17 .1849~

~Sir, 1 have just received your letter of the day before yesterday.tell­
ing ..e of a report that has reached you .to the etect. that you had left
the arllly.in Mexico. then under Illy COll.lland. "under charges of lIIisconduct
before the ene..y"" That I "had [on account ot those charges} extorted
Dr required [your} resignation". All thils is nelf to lIe.1 have never.
until the receipt of your letter.beforeme.heard of any such charge.or
thought there vere grounds for such charqe. But I relllellber thllt tOllllrds
the beqining DC Novelllber 1847.you IntImated a WIsh to return to the U.
States.& then to resign your COllllllisslon.Under the general rule thllt •
hlld la id do .... n. appll Cll ble to a 11 11k" cases. I decli ned 9 1Vi nq 1I lellve ot
lIbllenCe Dr perl.ittIngyour return home,wlthout che preVIOUS tender of
chs rellignaclon.ln common .... lCh ..any other gallant officers. you compiled
vith that rule;tor,at that tillle,the prospect of a rene ....al of field open­
tions .or of battles vas quite remote.In the same conversation you spoke
in the most liberal terms of the high soldiership &gallantry of your sec­
ond in command _ Lieut. Colo:lcl JOhnston & in the vay of comparison,very
modestly. of youe olo/n military acquirements & experience. This you did,
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from habl t, oS. to cony ince ..e. tha t your regiment (the vol t igeurs) •vou Id
be better eO_IU'lded by hi .. than you. On those points,your lllnguage,1II1
on severa 1 previ OUI occasions. was lIlost 1 i beta 1 &. modest. I had. prey I DU­
II y. 11'\ Illy ott i c fa 1 report. partly on the lnformat i on of others. So part.! y
upon perlonal oblervation.spoken highly of your conduct in the stor.­
ing &. Capture of Chapul.tepec. I have no reason to doubt the correctnells
or that praise,but you veee the (it&t,by youcmlnute cOlllmendatl0n. of
LIeut. Colonel Johnston [Joseph E. l, for his part in the sallle great event,
..hocaused me todoubt ...hether ...ithout retracting any thing I said In
yours. J had done tUll justice to that gallant officeI'. YOUI' o ..n merits •
..ere,ln my opinIon greatly embraced by youI' habituaillanner of sp.lIklno;
of him. In haste I yours truly I Winfield Scott.·

Col.T.P .... ndre.. '"
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

TIHOTIIY P...TRICK ANDREWS ..as bOl'n In Ireland .On May 22,1822 he entered
the U.S ..... rmy as Major Paymaster. He ..as promoted to Colonel at the
Vol tigeur l'eg imlln t on February 16. 18'17. And re..s reti red as a Colonel
November 29,1864. Later he lias promoted to Bvt. Brigad IeI' Genllul tor
"gallant and meritorious conduct in the battle of Chapultepec,Hexico."
He died March 11,1668.
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I
DONA ANA, NEW MEXICO 1849

Capt.ln Enoch Steen writ•• to Jam.. W.oenver on th. merit. of • railroad to
the Pacific vi. the ,outher" rout,. Ha alao report. & flght,wlth Apaeha
Tndlanl,I" San Di'80 cro•• ina of the Rio Grande, near Dona A~.,~ Mexico
On Augu.t 16th. Tht, WI' Dna of only leven engage-ent. by regula" "ray
trl>Opt with India"' tn 1149. '"Don. AnA Mev l'Wtxlco s..pt.28.1849
A few ....rd, on tho. tubj."t of the G...... t Rail 1\oad to the Paclftc Oc••" It
wtll be of ar.. t ~ttonal tnte..,," - therefore tn. Inta..'." of • ,tltl .1 •
I ..artlnl point. Should be no obattele II • Ita.. tlns point etC - Mow II fl ..e
a' .y I"{ot..tlon on trl"allnl ova.. I quarte.. part of thl routl. 1 would •• y,
,tlrt It _ point On tIM. Hlutulppl Uv · near the ..... th of Rid ltv... or
It _ paint On Il.ed ltva.... hllh up 800<1 & .. fa St,.. Boatl na"I,I-
tlon • thin". up s.id ~iver to nelr It. held. thence weat to t~ .outh.rn
boundlry of Mev H""ico to the Ito CU•• thence down ..id sn... to the
Colorldo of the We.t(river). Thence ~.t to Sen DieRo on the Plclflc OC.ln
Thia routl 1 hivi been OVlr la fir. II the lio Ctll • ttl III .cat I Ilvll
plain .nd four delna of Lonllttde .'>orter than the route fr_ St.LOOJtI by
tn. South P....You lelve lid liver on the Pluld of 32 North Ind dont vlry
thtrty .ill. fro. I dirlct lin. Wist and thia routl wtll never be interfllred
with by Snow Ind .ettll .. fl.t IS the road i ...de ""Irly the wholl rout.
end I .. of thl opinion I ~ roed cen be ..de On thtl rout. for Tw.nty
.1I1t..... I... ......y t~n the route f.... St Loui. or eny other I croll the
conttnent _ I hivi trlv.led .11 the rout. spo~"n of la flrl W.at .. the
MlheU "Ik. of tM loc:ky I'iOuntlin, Ind .0 fare la .,. judl_nt I'M' 1
would 'Iy I. I Ire.t MAttonal work no other rout. thao ~ed liver on the
~nl.1 of North llUtud. 32 Delre•• ahould be thouaht of. 1 .. 'till .ufflr.
ina conctder.bl. fro. • wound I r.c.v.d In , ~ttll I hid wtth the APichy,
Indtln. on the 16th of Au«u.t. t hid 26 Dragoon, of .y cos~ny H. Ist.Dr..­
000' vith .. _ W. foulht .bout 200 Indllna and for I few .inut•• tt w" 111­
..,t • hind to hand fllht. Tl>& 10dt.,.. live VlY _ .... ""nued tt- drivi",
t .... f .... potnt to point kelpln. up a ~ry filht .bout five .il,a whirl
... took their c_p _ ......blr of thllr bonea 60 ..I., .nd di.troyed III thllr
provt.ions pot. kettl.' ic ie. ve kild .bout 12 60 vounded 20 - As d.rke .et
tn 1 hid .y lit Selrlt .crt.lly wounded _ one corporll ktld ~nd 1 other'
PrtvlU ,URhtl.y vound-.l. W, nov utur""d vith the wounded .bout 10 .tli. to
vlt.r wh&re ... Irtved .t 11 oclock .t ntlht. I r.cd I ball ebout 2 inehl.
below thl nlv.1 • the ball 10dA.d ....r the 'ptne vhlr. tt 'ttll r ...lna and
,tr.na to alY the wound t, ne.rly ~.I.d up and I _ ...tn COina lbout Ittln·
dinl to .y c_~ny duty. My r.cov.ry ia nelrly •• (.iraculou,) • one ., C.nl.
Sh.ild.(J.... S~,eld, ,.rtou.ly wounded tn t~ h.ld It C.rro Gordo,Hlxtco.
but r.covered,while I••dlnl 1'11. troops In bitt II) when I tell you that I r,cd
the ,hot lbout 5 P.H. and VIS tn the .addle until II PH and t~ .... t dsy
rode ....r ~O .ile. Ind t~ n.xt (dlY) 30 .nd in the hot.at d.y. In Aurust .nd
vlthout Iny ..dic.1 .Id .nd 30 .tlea Without water - not very .gr••bll I
•••ure you .y frl.nd Clpt.Denver. 1 had 11'0 I amall bru.h with tn.. on
the 2t,t July .*(Hltt..n d.tl. it July 18th at Canyon del Plno(Sierrl SICrlaln­
to),~.HI.ito,Co. C &H lat Dragoona) _ ... h.d the belt of thl filht. but via
without Iny thin. to lat and could not follOW th..,.. Ind "nle.. the Cov...nd
.arl .nunted troop' In Nev Hexico, we will have plenty of fighting with thl
difflr.nt tribe, for tWO or three y.ara Ylt, but onl veil .ounted ~Igt.

could a.ttl. th...tter with thA~ in ten or t~elve -onth, - ~en thl ~ounty

would be quite but la it i. no .an ta aafe OnA ~tl. fro. ~I. Hou,e, .nd in .y
oplnton thl Cov ought to r.ta Anoth.r Regt. of ~ntAd Troops thla Congr••• ­
tho 1 will ••y nO ftGre On thl. 'UbjACt, and if you thtnk eny of thta la worthy
a pla~e tn yOllr Plplr(new.) you ~an put It in good Enlll.h and ual It. Hy
kind.,t rlRarda to ~II our friend. tn Plitt. City(Ht,aouri) & county -
Capt J.W.Dftnv.r Youra In hl.t L.St"".n Capt IIl.Dra.a."

*******************
*F.a.Helt..n,Hlatotlcll ~eRi.ter 60 Diction.ry.U.S.A~y 1789.1903,Vol.2.
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KUTINT ON U.S.S. BII:IG SOMEII:S

Folded letter to S.W,Jones HI reply to;,n inquiry rega.rding the case ot the
lIIutiny under date 01' January 20.1B43 - 19 d;,ys atter the conclusion 01' the
Naval Court at Inquiry into the .atter. POstlll;,rked at TARRYTOWN N. r. JAN 24

1843).

Alexander and John vere brother-in_lavs to COCllodore Maththev C. Perry,
In Septe.ber at 1842 Alexander v.s sent to Africa in co_and 01' the SOMERS
vith dispatches tor the .. trican Naval Sc;-uaClron. On the return voyage,plans
tor a lIIut!ny vere Cliscovered,vhich resulted in the court ",arti"l and execu_
tion 01' Midshiplllan Philip Spencer. the son at the Secretary of War.and tvo
sea..en,Cro",vell and SlIIall The tollovin,. da.y they vere
svung alol't .nd their bodies buried at sea, At that tille lIutiny or the very
thought at autiny on the high seas vas punishable by death. The attair va.
e;:ploited by the pres.,resulting!n a court 01' naval inc;.uiry,vhich upheld
MacKenzie'e actions. This vas tolloved by a court-martial , delllanded by
MacKenzie, in order to keep it out at the civil courts.The re!lult vas about
the Salile - th.t MacKenzie did just vhat the situation called tor.
In 1846 MacKenzie,vho epoke Spa.niet tluently,vas sent toCubll by President
Polk to interviev Santa. Anna,vhO vas then in exile.At the intervievon JUly
7th,MilcKenzie eugge.ted that if Santa Anna vere to regain po\'er and annou­
nce a villingne•• to negotiate" peace, the U.S. vould suspend operations
except the blockade.That the United States vould settle all spoli.tlon
cIa i"8 and purch.se the disputed terr i tory and Nev Mexico. Santill Annill.ilIgreed
in a letter to POlk,to negotiate a treaty along those tenls.He vas given
sllte pll8sllge or: II aritish vessel through the blOCkade. On his return he
became COllllllllnder at the Army and PrQsident of Mexico ,but he then reneged on
his IIgreement vith MacKenzie lind POlk. Later he acted as interpreter at the
l!iurrender or Vera Crut.The Brig of War Somers capsited on December e, 1846
vith the 10808 at 37 out or a creli of 76.



•

TIlE WESTERN MAILS

"Tarrytown. 20 January 1843

"1 trust you will not estimate the very high value I place on your obliging favor
of the 9 instant by the length of time I have allowed to elapse ... ithout ans ...er_
ing it. Though another benevolent correspondent, personally as unkno...n to llIe
as yourself, has quite recently invited my attention to this case I am indebted
to your kindness for first suggesting it. It is thought by everyone to have
a more decided bearing on the case of the Somers than any other instance of the
sUlllmary punishDlent to quelllllutiny ...hich has been cited, and the high sanction
of the nallle of washington (George] consecrates the act. It is said however
that the execution of the three mutineers of the New Jersey Line had the advant-
age over the case of the SOlllers, that the drumhead court llIartial held over thelll
was &trictly legal. But their execution tOOk place after the Dlutiny ...as entirely
quelled. It had for object the future advantage rather than the present safety of
the country,and was an act of policy more than of indispensable necessity.Though
the execution of those soldiers was Illore strictly legal than that of the mutineers
of the SOlllers, it was preceded by fewer forlllalities,a less elaborate investigation,
and a much shorter space of tillle to ascertain the innocence or guilt of the accus~

ed. Though every Cloment of delaywa& fraught ... ith peril for uS,a much longer ti",e
Wa3 given to the condemmed for preparation. You are a ...are that mutiny or attempt to
create nutiny in the naval service is punishable ... ith death. All that the course
persued on on board the SOlllers in the er.ecution of the mutineers "anted to be COlllP_

let"'ly legal "as that I should have been a flag officer, and the individuals comp­
osing the counsel of officers,should all of thelll have been commissioned: three
out of the four were so. YOU will have perceived by the evidence given before the
Court of Enquiry that there "'as undoubted proof of the guilty participation in the
meeting of at least two oth",rs;nalllely Wilson ans McKinley. For determined courag'"
and r"'ckless hardihOOd I consider these two to have been more formidable than the
others. But they could not have navigated and sailed the vessel. Mr.Spencer[Phllip),
Cromwell [Samuel] and SDlall [Elijah] being disposed of, their execution "as unnec­
essary. The act was therefore not one of vengeance, not done to vindicate violated
lll"s,but the strict necessity, and "as carefully kept even at some riSk "ithin the
bound", of necessity. The kind interest you have taken in the painfUl position
in which I find myself placed,and the desire to justify myself still further in your
opinion,induced me to trouble you with these details. You may also be interested in
hearing,that,whatever opinion the Court of Enquiry lIlay report, I have asked tor it
Court Martial, in order to protect __e from all future process in the civil court",
although the prevailing opinion seelOs to be that they cannot take cognizance of
my case. Believe me my dear Sir very truly !Your obliged and lIlost obedient!
S.W.Jones Esq." Alex,Slidell MacKenzie!

Ne" YOrk"

Alexander Slidell MacKenzie _ 1803-1848 _ w.. s a commander in the U.S. Navy
and a popUlar author of travel and naval biographies of John paul Jones,
Oliver H.Perry and Stephen Decatur.He had changed his given name by adding
MacKenzie for a brother of his mother. His brother John Slidell becallle a
Confederate diplomatic agent who was inVOlved in the TRENT artair, in
"hich a British steamer,with Slidell onboard,,,as stopped and Slidell was
siezed and Imprisoned in Fort Warren .This caused a tense diplomatic sit_
uation with Great Britain until he was released. Previous to this he had
been the U.S. Commissioner to Mexico to adjust the Texan boundary and pur­
chase Ne... Mexico in 1845 previous to the Mel;ican War.SEE belo....
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