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MOUNTAIN l1AH

'l"hl& carte-oe-vl,ite photograph of
SETH KINHAH hils been usee to Illust
rate a HOUNTA!NHANdllthough the
caption proclaims hil:llls a Cililfornill
Hunter and trapper. Seth vas born on
September 29, 1815 near UnlOntOWn,PiI
He went to CalifornIa In 1849 "here
he gllined hIS reputation as a hunter
!Inc! II stOrytellec, He always cressed
i.n bUCKSkin "hich bCllme hia tradc
mark. Seth presented elk horn chaIrs
to Presldents Buchanan,Lincoln,
John$on ane! Hays. He ,ace! I'cbruary
24,1888. The CDV is ~y Brady.
lllu$trated belo\! is Rellungton' E
version ot a ~OUNTAIN MAN.
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~Detrolt 19th Scpte.bcr 1823
"Dear sir,

Since vriting you on the 6th instant 1 have been favored vith yours of
the sallie d<lte "nd in reply h<lve to observe,th"t the fev goods 1 h<lve sold here
have been disposed at on the following terllls,viz goods trolll Europe 87~ per cent
sterling , and those frolll Nev York at 30 &. 35 pct. Anne:lled you have sched
Ule at Illy outf i ts, as also those ..ade by Messr. to &. T. Dequindre and Henry J. Hunt.
The persons equiped are allan their ovn individual llCCOunt and have been in_
structed not to sell without II good profit, otherwise to keep the goods. So.e
of the. however, talii tearfuI,vil1 care nothing about their instructions when
they get into the woods. The Hessr. Eurings have returned to Fort Wllyne vith.
out purchasing any goods from the COllpany or gll1n1ng a connection elsvhere.
What their views are t know not,<ls they departed in haste. Hessr.Barnatt &.
Hauna have no purchases here this season. One of these fir. has gone to Boston,
and as he toOk vith hilll about $2000 in bills at e:llchange vill probably purchase
and take to Fort Wayne an assortment at double that amount. Callicoes,
shaliis lind lOll priced fine cloths are scarce here this season,other articles
tor the Indian trade are plenty in many stores, many at IIhich lIill,l have no
doubt,betore the .... inter sets in, find their vay into the interior. Exclusive at
the schedUle nov transmitted H.Schvartz has made an out-tit to Fort Wayne am
ounting to:J 1200,and has nov on hand at this place gOOd. to the amount at about
$ 4000. I cannot learn that there has been any [understandings?] between
Hr Stone [David] and Hessr .Dequindre· s traders as regards the Company's outti t.
Hr.Stone hovever informed those gentlemen. that the Person who had charge of
your outfit Jlrl to the Wabash would be instructed to $ell at a good prOfit and not
othervise, and that they lIIust do the salle. The number at packs {furs] ••nt
t rOil hence this seaSon Is good, the i r va lua t ion $ 60,000. Previous to the
arrival of Hr.Ston.heretn Hay laSt Hr ...... T.Oequindre at the firll of L.&. T.Dequ
lndr. had been to N. Y. and brought with hi. an assortllent at Factory <lnd prInted

&.c to the aaount of fro.ll two to three thousand dOllars ..... Jalles Abbott"
·Ralllsay Crooks Esq. ~

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

JAKES ABBOTT WlIS a agent for the AllIerican Fur Company and the u. S.
Postmaster at Detroit, ,as indicated by his FREE FRANK on the address
sheeLA fine example Of the territorial postmark at DETROIT H.T. SEP
20, 1a 33. Samue1 Abbott was the brother of James Abbott.



• TIlE WESTERN MAILS

-octroi t July 6.1824

-oear Sir. I Have been at. Lover and Upper Sandusky and Closed those tvo
concerns. I found they had done but very 11 ttle. the goods imported for the.. had
all been returned to He .Abbott [James 1,except one Bale Blankets which had not.
been opened those t took. it lett. them to account for the StOCk only which lias
transf~r£!d. t round $ 4475 \forth of goods on hand which t aold them on a cyedit
of one ,two & three years in equual payments well secured by Bond & Mortgage
with Interest. For the balance I get their furs, sOme pork, Beeswax &C:, all which
wIll not pay the account the balance J shllil have well secured by personal secu
ritYI This Establishment 10/111 close up 'ofithout loss or gain to the Company.
J sold J.e.flunt about 1200 dollars ...orth of Goods last season for Fort Meigs &
h. had only sold about one halt those he 'o'ill pay us C.. sh for or let us have a
sllaillot at Furs.The balance of the Goods he oftered to give us back as they
'o'ere in a situation •• not to interfere 'o'ith any of the COllpany Outfits and the
eventu.. l p .. y I consider certain. I thought but to let thell rellain vith hill.Col.
H.I.Hunt has a larg", proportion of the Goods SOld hh.laSt tall on hand.he has
Ilade but fev Outfits the past SeaSOn. J think t ah.. ll receive b .. ck such Goods as
t can sell vithout loss.and J hope to get the balance of his ale [account) veIl
secured or paid.As respects the Dequindre's [L.& T .• Collpany] J believe they
vi 11 pay up. thei r returns are all good. they have nOt all arrived [outti ts paid
up].Their wabaSh and Fort Wayne traders all pay except Geo.Cnot.he'o'ill get 1'10
",are Goods.The small outfits made by Mr.1I.bbott ... ill not aDlount to much they are
generally in. J shalltake vhat fevGoods are in Mr.1I.bbotts hand,they are entir
ely disassorted and sell them to the Dequindres together ... ith this yearli Impor
tation. I shall not give Goods to any other house without Cash or Furs paid dovn.
If the price of Skins continue as lov as they are nov. I see no possible chance
tor this Department Of the business to make any ..oney. I hope so to manage the
atfairs in this Quarter as not to 100se.Last year I sent to St.Louis a fe ... arti
cl.S Of re.. dy Ilad. clothes vhich I had spoken for previous to the junction of
the tva Campa roy • s. they did roOt arrive iro ti ..efor the COllpany. therefore they
relllai" On my hand ... I have vritten Hr.Codllan .to close the sale if the Company
can do anything vith the... I shsll be glad vere it at very r.duced prices.lf J
.USt ..ake a sacritice I had rather the Company shOUld protit by it. than have
thell saerificed at Auetion.please to .ake.llY cocpliaoents to our friends at St.
Louis and vrite ale on recept of this letter directed to WalpOle [?] and aay when
you expect to be in Nev York. in haste yr triend &c.- . ,1 \ /

,......................... ..'/dcr,-~ <!/(1{/T <. ..>

----
DAVID STONE was the senior partner in the fir .. of Stone.Boatwick,. COllpany.vho
vere strong eompetitors at the A..eric.. n Fur Co. On April 1.1823. Astor bought
them out and then hired D;jlvid Stone to replace Abbott at Detroit and Bostvick
to take charge at St. Lou is. Just 1 i ke he had done when he bought out the HaCk I nac
Co.1811 - if you can' t beat thell. join the.. or. better yet. buy them out t SEE James
Abbot letter to RallIsay Crooks about six IIIonths after the -buy-out -. under date ot
September 19th. 1823.
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l

PARISII BROWNS CART DRIVE

Letter by Felix Valle to Peter A.Larimer regarding accounts betveen the tva
under date of ·St.Genevieve 12th Novemb.1824~.Thefo11oving extract is from
the letter, ~The Skins ve received frolll your Cart (Parish Brovns Drive, chs
BoaUn[? J • are credi ted on our Books on 6th OCtober, thus, 472 pounds of Sound
Red Deer Skins, 39 D!lllIaged by Te!lrlng in vhich is included one Elk Favn. The
price on those Skins 1s not yet affixed, not knoving the price that vill be
a110ved this year,the probability is that they vi 11 not be vorth as much as
last year, the prospect for Skins generally appears dul1,except the Otter
Skins vhich are still in demand. Felix Valle."

..............................~~

The "Parish Browns Drive" in the letter is crossed out -1111.It is not cert
ain if the carts were Brovns or Larimers as it indicates.Hovever Felix valle'S
letter 1s directed Vill ~Par1sh Brovns Cart Drive~ to Peter A,Larimer lit Port
Deposit,Missouri,November 12,1824.
Felix Valle va. an early associate of Pierre Chouteau Jr.and in 1838 became a
partner In the firm at Pierre Chouteau Jr.& Company.
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Folded letter postmarked at "Lexington Mo 5 Oct" 1832,addressed to
Robert Campbell, in regards to furs sold to the American Fur Company
by Minatree Catron. John Catron inquiries for his brother if l;m, H.
Vander burgh has the authority to pay for the furs that P.Chouteau
has refused to pay. File note On letter spells the name Minatrre
Catron. The letter \las \lritten on October 13th,just one day before
Vanderburgh "'as killed by the Blackfeet _ October 14,1832. See
below.
WILLIAM HENRY Vl\ND£RBURGII1800-1832. Born at Vincennes, Indiana on
December 6, 1800. Attended West point Military Academy,but did not
graduate. In 1818 he \lent to St.Louis and spent the next five years in
the employ of the Missouri Fur Company. He was \lith Joshua pilcher
and Ashley's men, under Col. Heney Leaven\lorth' s Army troops, in the
attack On the Arikara villages in August of 1823.This action had been
preceded by the defeat of Ashley by the same Indians,in Which Jedediah
Smith first came to prominence. It was one Of the three greatest disas
tees in the history of the western fur trade. The other two being the
Mojave Massacee and the Umpqua Massacre. With the failure of the Miss
ouri Fur Comp"ny in 1826.Vanderburgh joined \lith Pilcher, Fontenelle
and Drios and they were at the Bear Lake Rendezvous in 1828. In 1829 he
was employed by the Western Depaetment Of the American Fur Company and
"'as sent up the Missouri to Fort Union, where he became one of Kenneth
McKenzie's captains. He fought in the battle of Pierre's Hole on July
18.1832,following the Rendezvous of that year and ?lace. With the
breakup of the Rendezvous,Vanderburgh and Drips deliberatly set out
to follow Fitzp"trick and Bridger,who were leading their Rocky Mount_
ain Comcany brigade north,..~rd into the ever danaerous BI"ckfoot cOun
try. Near the Three Forks of the Missouri t~ey seperatcd ....hile Drips
continuec on the teai! of Fitzpatrick and Bridger. vanderburg:h with
"bout fifty men began to trap the M"dison and Ruby rivers. On October
14th,while out with seven men looking for signs Of beaver,they \lere
ambushed by about one hundred Blackfeet. Vanderburgh and a trapper
named Pi lou were killed,while the others escaped to tell the story.
Pilou 's body w"s found and buried. but Vanderburgh' s has never been
found.



1'llli WESTERN AWLS

,
GLAUCUS. a "idellheel
steamboat,of 191 tons,
bllilt at Pittsburqh,
I?ennsylvania in 1839.
Was lost in 1842.

HERCULES L. DOUSHo\N ,1800/1868.Cllme to Prairie dll Chien in 1826.He was the
agent for the Alllerican Fur Company, in a partnership vi th Joseph ROlette and
Henry H.Sibley.Althouqh they used the nalle A.F.Co. ,they were in 80me fash
ion associa ted 111 th J. J. Astor' 5 A. F. Co. After Rolette d led they sold their
interests In what they called The Western Outfit ,vhIch operated on the
Upper Hiss issl ppi • to Pier re Chouteau, Jr. in July at 1842.
WILLIAM ALEXANDER AITKIN, 1785/1851, va Ii born in Edi nburgh, Scotland. He was
the agent tor the A.F.Co. at Sandy lake in northern Minnesota
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"FORT PLATTE FEllY 25th 1644"
"Mr David Adams/Dr.Sir/ Having fixed upon the 10th day of March as the time when

we shall start for the settlements we send Mr Tucker to you to bring us the latest
intelligence from yr post - You will please write us particularly by him concer
ning yr affairs ,as to the exact number of Robes traded and the prospect as to
quantity in the winding up. Should you have traded any good horses you will
send them over by Mr T. ,and in clIlSe Of yr having any of the water' left we should
prefer yr trading horses with it,to bringing it back. The Sioux will all
be wi th you before long, and it vill be best for you to hold firlll on yr prices of
Goods,as they will have an abundance of Robes to trade you. We shall forward
you the ..an you require,with the Oake.. nailsoS.c for the Boats in due season.

Tell Sigler he need not be in a hurry about cocling over, it will not be necess
ary tor hi. to go to the Missouri untill SOme time in June. So the prospect of
the vater being very low this season. do not neglect to trade Hides for Bull Boats
to aid you in getting on to the Missouri.' Send over all the flour you possibly
can. We have made five hundred" sixty pllcks here and will without doubt make six
hundred. /Aespy Yrs/Sibi lIe Adalls " Co ./W. D. ltodgekiss"
Plea$e send lIIe some of your quills. I have none to vri te vi th / W. D. H.
If you send us horses oS. flour by Tucker send lilian vith hilll,ve vill send hi. back to
you vith Ladaroute oS. Sharp,vho 1/ill stllrt;as soon as Tucker returns./S A oS. Co./WDH"

"'The fort Platte traders did well during the vinter of 1843-1644.util1z1ng liquor
brought in fromTaos.This of cour.e was a qovernment violation vhich prohibited
liquor in the Indian country. Thus the use of 'vater" in place Of l1quor.

FORT PLATTE was an adobe-walled tradinq post built in 1841 by Sybille" }.dalls. It
vas located on the south bank of the North Platte River, near the mouth of the
Laramie River.very close to Fort Laramie,which at that tillle was known as fort John.
In 1843 Bernard Pratte and John Cabanne became the ovners of Fort Platt. and in the
summer ot 1845 the post VIIS abandoned.

'Bull boats were used to transport turs lind robes dO\ln the Platte and Hissouri rivers
to Saint Louis, sometimes \lith disastrous results. In 1842 Sybille 6. Adallls 1I1most •
lost 2 boats tothe wild river and had to land them and then carry the robes to Saint
Louis in wagons. See Tillton letter in this collection.
'Name is spelled SIBILLE or SYBILLE - either is correct.
Letter was carried by "Tucker" to David Adams who was on the South Fork ot the Platte
River.
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WL.~ttle 'lOCk Arks lJCl t·CDy 1ll4"w

Messrs P Choutellu Jr &. Co/St Louis Ho/Gentlemen

I hlld this ple"'sure last troll Beaties Prairie 28th ult giving you a briet Sketch
of Hr J ./i.BryantS business matters. I lett there the salle evening but WllS delay
ed two days at Mllysville by a snow star.. &. sickness. Since that time I have p!!rall
bulated the country both sides of this river (Arkansas] ,visiting Benton ville,
Fllyettevi lle, Vlln Buren, Fort Smi th, Oza rk, Marri son's Bl u f t ,Spadra, Clarksvi Ill',
Dover,Norristown,&' Lewisburgh,and tinally reached this place without much suc
cess in buying Deer Skins, in fact the quantity is much less than last year
throughout the country, and the holders were not disposed to part >lith them at
any thing like MSanford's' Ihlits. ,add to that in most instances the I5kins were
pllcked up and they would nOt open the balwa tor c~,arJination I have only purchased
,000 [at 1 13<: "'nd 2300 lIacoon cat &. Fox at 12 1/8'1' wi th a tew Bears &. Otters. I saw
a tine lot at Oeer at Fort SmIth,but MBrooka ~ at N Y was there a head at lie llnd
bought them under cord (cover? _ secret] st 14" .hevent as tar as Fort Gibson. I
regretted very llIuch on calling at the Post Otfice last evening to find no letter
trolll either St Louis or N York tor.y future guidance. I a. out Of funds,llnd troll
enquiry I tind I cannot dispose of "'ny drafts On elth!!r Hou,e at this place. My
purchases are scattered alOn'il the river. frolll Van Buren down with the exception
at a tew P",ckagea J purchased" little above this place and which I brou'ilht down
with llIe. I shall remain here to have those, ",nd wh"'t J expect dovn to ship thelll to
N. Y. via New Orle",ns,so soon as I allllll",de acquainted vith the name at your Agent
there. I shall look with anxiety for one of your faVOrS to direct my future
movements. I wright by this mail toM Sanford./Very respectfully Yours &.c/
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"Sir willia. oru.-ond Stewart writes to "Timothy Brown oh:/Care of MJohn P.
Morgen/14 Bond Street/New Ycrk" ,under da te o( "St. L.ou is Nov 4.th 1838· . T.he
following extracts are froll the letter,after saying that h••lsses hearlng
(roil hill· .... Send lIIe ther.fore a little line to New Orleans Care of the Brit
ish Consul _ I hop" you have not suffered froll heat this season as..-e had en
ough in the Mountains for both ther.ometer 98 in the shade 8000 feet above
the level of the sea_Business occasiond by the death of IIY elder Brother obl
ig:esme to return to England in spring do not let us ",ill. eachother

w.D.StewaM;"·
Postlllarked at St LOUtS MO NOV 5 [1838] PAlO 25. /.~

••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,'7'-C ./• L:;:...._•..c__,...-

,•

Captain Stewart lias born Dec. 26 ,I 795, at Hurthly Castle, Perthshire, Scotland.
the second son of Sir George Ste1<lart,the 17th Lord of Grandtully.He joined the
army in 1813,at the age Of 18 and as a Lieutenant of the 15th King's Hussars,
fought,under Wellington at WaterlOO. On his return from the war he was aWi'lrded
the WATERLOO MEDAL, 9i ven on 1y for except iona 1 bravery a t the ba t tIe. In Apri I
of 1832 he sa i led for Amer ica, goi ng to St. Loui s. Here he lIIet Wm. L. Sublet te,
Robert Campbell and others prominent in the fur trade. He 1<Ient with Sublett's
caravan to the fur trade rendezvous at Green River in 1833 .Thereafter he
traveled to all of the annual rendezvous to and including that of 1838. In 1837
he had engaged Alfred Jacob Miller, an artillt to come along and record in pa int
the expedition _ the country and the Indians. The illustration is froll a paint_
ing by Mi ller, depicting Capt. Ste..-art and his hunter Igu ide, Antoi nil Clellent, in
confrontation vith Cr01<llndhns.with the death or his brother John on May 20th
1838, he became Capt. Si r Wi 11 i am Dru_ond Stellart, 19th Lord of GrandyUlly. As
..entioned in the letter he returned to Scotland in i839. He did :return to the
United States in 1842 and made one more excursion to the ROcky Mountain$, but
the days of the redezvous had passed into history, leavin<;l him the memories
lind the paintings of Afred Jacob Miller.Captain Stewart died at Murthly Cas
tle on April 28,1671.



, , • \ • ,
• •

, •
• •, , <

• , , • , ,
,

\:
, • I, , ,

\ ;'\,
•

, ~ \ ·, '\,,
~. :,~ \J\ \

'\ 'J I

l\,

~
\

\ : . i\ \ \

\~ \,

( \ \
,

'\,
\ ' , t·

, , , , ,
"• , , ,

,
, \

, ,
• • :'\ •, •

,
,, , <

,
, , • \ \• , •

\;
, , •, • • •

• • , ,
• • \ ,

• , • ,
~~•• • • ,

, \ •, , ~,

\ • ,
~

• < '.::; ,., • )
,

\ \\~
, '\'

\
, J\
• • I\.• ,





THE \VESTJ;;RN lI-WLS

I)

1, A letter from William Drummond Ste"arl to Cam!=,bell, written April
)0, 18)6, while en route by steamboat up the Missouri, on his way to the
mountain~ for the second time. This letter is of mOre biographical than general
historO-cal intercst, in thnt it helps to limn Ste>l"rl's really enga~ing !=,cr_
sonality, still too little known despite the recent labors of stu:lents .'orking
in the field of fur trade history. Other allusions to Stewart appear in the
letters by Sublette described i~ediately above.



SIOUX &. WINNEBAGO FUR COMPANY

Let ter da ted a t Sa i nt Paul Oct. 7 , 1 B52. S. B. Sut ton vr i tes to his brother tha t he is now
"itu.. ted " .. s first Clerk in the sioux & winagago Fur Company store at a salery of five
hundred DOllars a year and boarded;vhich I accepted and have been with them six veeks
and am veIL pleased ... we have been sell i ng & Recei ving large invoices of goods, but hav
noli got things arranged in the "tore .... The firm that I am vith aells about one hundred
and fifty thousand a year, about tva thirds of which is sold to the Indian Traders and
Indians.We have had a large delegation of Indians at our store for about three weeks,
they bid u" good by yeaterday and I aaaure you I vaa not sorry to aee them go. They were
chiefs & Braves of the Sioux tribe,and as~embledhere to sign a trellty made by the gov
ernment for their lands,and they will recive a payment this fall of about 800 thousand
forlihich lie will give them a fevcalico shirt".I Slept on the coun!:er with about fift}
Indians sleeping in the same room. Four of them got drunk one knight and made so much
noise that I ordered I:hemout.and they refused to go. I then armed myself with two revol
er" .. nd ordered them to leave/at the lIame time drawing my weapons,vhich they did not
seam to fancy,as they marched out door and said that I was (Bad very/secha do).1 can
begin to talk: their language some, and think at the end of the year I shall understand
it vcry well ... the other day, two of us .. tart.. d out in a buggy vith a dog following to
piCk up the game.We drove out on the Prairie, and was gon only about two hours and shot
twenty Prararie Hens without getting out of the buggy.- He than says he has bought sOmE
land and intend" to bUy -"ix town lots in a f~w daY6;located at Travers Des Sioux,a new
town located on the Minnesota or Saint Peters river ,about seventy five miles from here
and in one of the richest farmer countreys that I ever laid eyes on -

- S.B.Sutton"

NOTE: The Sioux & Winnebago Fur Company has not been identified
The treaty mentioned above may have been THE TREATY OF TRAVERSE DES SIOUX which
vas made with the Indians in February of 1851, in which the Indians \lave up about
24,000,000 acres of southern Minnesota. It vas ratified by Congress in June of
1852 and signed by President FiUmore February 23,1853.

No biographical information h .... been located On the writer S.B.Sutton.

SiGNING TH" 'i'II£ATY OF TnAIIEIlSl< on SiOUX, '_.",.0."" ..
i ...... oI ...c..._...-....... "" ~·St_P.'"
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FORT UNION 1667

1'"" Union. J:<"",,,y Ii, IS67
Mr. Gcowey, e-,qu

Dc" Sir:
Wo had big war panics of Sioux here who foughl Col. Rankin

bUl did nol mole" ,,' Ibu< far. M"jo' Wilkil'>Qn though £:IVC ""Jor,
10 lear dow" "II h",,,c, olLt,ide Icaring we wootd be prevented 10 gCI
fircwooU. A, J 'U>I,,",cINI whe" Pca," came "p I can"ot &Cl ,,10"£ III
reg;"d to b",;nc.'s. 1!c won", ""cogn....: Ihe "£«"",""" Mr. Smi'h
w,ole 10 me however lhal he "'an,s it "rrieu mU '0 (he JCIlC •.
Pc,"c i' "Cling like :l crazy""'" ;wl nlrcody scallcfcd mo,\ of hi'
g<.>o<l< in camps nnd run, lhi' fOrl now", the ,ale or S 1200 c'ren,c.
per monlh. They ,"'ded thL" ru, 900 hIll Roll<:. "g"i"" my 60.
The A"i"aooinc' h",·o not cOme 10 trade here j'el hul will oftcr
Ihey d'"" their wi",er R"be, "r wl';eh [hey have plenty }'e!. ,.rom
OPrea,""ce, we will ~et 1l1e C"l He"<l IYan~ton";. S;o",) tra<le
who have plenly of Robe' /1; U"ff"lQ> "nd have beon horo 10 ;ce ;f
lhoy could lradc, Some Crow:< "'''I' be in 01,,,. I ,holl go on slow /1;

by lhe time the main lrado '"kcs place I 'h,,11 besl Pca,c in goo,J"
I ho>'o got now S 15,000 worth ag"inSI hi, S 10.000, All will be righl
1 thin~ bl' lhe time the I>oat eolllC' up,

Do nm fail 10 bring up a goxxl full a"onmcnl as "'I' Mock will
no doubt be ,low" 10 al>o,]\ SS,ooo--()r Ie" low,,,d, Spring and
parlicular all lndion trinhl' & llc:,d, or<lere<l. Ual' everything you
can gel HI """hi i" lhe line 01 '''''I''<1i, lko,d, of "II kind' aM you
ea"Hol bring 100 "1;1111', ';IIHe III ,,,' w:"e "I de<erip'ion <em i" Illy
Requi,i'ion. II<" do,,', buy ;II'y bh," Ik',d' «eqll 'he vcrI' ligl"e,"
.ky hluc ,ha,le_IOr'luoi,.

The Crow, arc goiu!; to h;,vc 5~1).1l1lO " l'c,,, ,,' Milk Rivcr. If

you build don't fail 10 bring e"nle and "II tool' neee..""y '0 b"ild
,"'0 Gla" & !-I,ml",:"e "uu provi,ion, to laS! one }'car. unk•• you
$Cnd up ,n the fall .'gain. The SimI< cha'ed Farwell .'nd .hol a horse
undcr l,i",. Hi' w"o<l bu,ine", " gone "p Ih", :1.: l1i.' I I Illen came
up to Ihe 10rl. where we p"y 'hcir b<~"u. l!,ey ""i" in ~etling wood

'" sta"din~ ~~,a,d,

We nn"t ,,1;.0 have a eookin~ "nd I;"~e b'''e ,[(n'c with uru'"
& pipe, for e:lell I"''' Ihe I;Lrgcr Ihe belief.

When yo" come up you can buy "bo"l 2000 lar!:e Woh'o<
li.~ w"lf ,kin,) of lr:lpf'C" at 52 if yO''' hring Ihc c,,,h alm\g. They
havc done ,plendid and il the "r}'ehnll\~ h"d been plenty would have
poisoned twiee lile number. They won't sell for drah., Farwell got
thus far S 1.200 au"a""o "".I I ;,uvised him nol 10 go on a, "f,cr the
experience he had il i' beller to wa;t than t"ke more chance•.

The Indian' bnrnt Iwo 01 hi, hou,e•. We h"u th". r"r only 6
inc he' 01 ,now & wind' fron' WeSI arC warm. I think we will h"ve
an carly opening & low Rive'. Very R"'f'Cctr"lly y,,"rs.

lno. Keder

"Big War parties of Sioux vho
vho fought Col. Rankin" 1866.

FORT UNION \las located on the Missouri
River about 4 Is; miles \lester1y of the
mouth of the Yellowstone River On the
N.Dakota side of the Montana border. It
was established in 1829 by Kenneth
MCKenzie tor the American Fur ,Ca. In
1865 the fort was sold to the North
west Fur Co. ,vho operated it unti11867
....hen it was purchased by the U. S. Gover
nment. It was demolished by the army and
the salvaged materials were used in
completing the construction of Fort
Buford which was only zls; miles east by
land. See Fort Buford in this collect
ion. During 1866 and 1667 war parties
of Sioux lndians were harassing both
forts. On Dec. 23/25, 1866 they attack
ed Fort BUford,but were driven off by
cannOn fire with no loss of life. See
content of letter opposite.
Colonel Wm.G.Rankin was in command of
Ft. Buford with five companies of Infan
try.ln October of 1667 Rankin ann Lt.
Thomas little got into a drunken quarrel
but nothing ...as ever done about the char
ges they leveled <It each other. Rankin
...as removed from command and he was
honorably discharged in 1870 at his own
request. He died May 30,1691.
John Kerler,the writer ot the letter,
was born in Memmingen,Germany May 26,
18Z3 and died at Sun River,MOntana on
J<ln.4,188S.Atthetimeofhis letter he
...as a licensed Indian trader ...orking for
the Sioux Ci ty, Io...a firm of Gregory,
Bruguier & Goewey trading out of Fort
Union.See contract with Black Hawk,

By the early 1840' s the Rocky Mountain Beaver t:"~C:e and the Mountain Men and the
Fur Trade Rendezvous had passed into hi story. !iC'·.fever, th islet ter and steamboa t
bills of lading, in this collection show that th» trade in furs and hides was still
big business on the upper Missouri .This letter and a BIL for hardware and 670 pounds
of "Traps"is all that remains of John Kerlers experience in the fur trade.
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LABRAIX)R 1863

Le~ter datelined ·Car~vrigh~Labrador 5th Novr 1663- .Entered the
Canadian mails as per postmark MONTREAL C.E. MY 12 64,which ~ied the
lOot stamp,prepaying it to the United States.It must have laid over
somevhere until vinter vas over,because it lias five Olonths in transit.
DONALDAL£XAHDER SHITH, the writer,was born in Forres,Scotland in 1620.
He wa$ the nephew of John Stuart, a Chief Factor of the Hudson's Bay CO. ,
vhich Ilay have been the influence that brought hill to Canada in 1838.
From that date to 1868 he va8 employed by the H.B.Co. on the coast of
Labrador.!le vas ma rr ied to r sabella Hard fISty, the ha I r _breed Cree
daughter of Richard Hardisty,a Chief Trader of the H.n.Co.,in 1653.
Smith's rise to fame was spectacular. from Chief Facior to Governor of
The Hudson's bay Co. ,empi re bu i Ider, Pres ident Canad iim paci fic II. R. ,
Pres ident Banle of Montrea 1, Canad ian High COlllllli Sldoner to Grea t Br i ta in,
philanthropist and one of the riChest and Ilost poverfulllen in Canada.
SlIlith and his Cree Indian vife Isabella vere raised to the peerage as
Baron and Barondess Strathcona and Haunt Royal in 1897.SllIith died in
London, England January 21,1914 and on the death of Isabella their only
daughter succeeded to the title in her own right.
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( BOONEVll.LE,COLOIlAOO TERRITORY

Located about 20 miles east of
PUeblo and 62 miles west north
... st of B<.nt's Fort. It was
established by Albert Gallatin
Boone,the grandson of Daniel
Boone and nephelll of Col. Nathan
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NORHAN W.KITTSONwas born at Sorel,Canada,March 5,1814 and died at St.Paul
May 11, 1888. He came to Minnesota in 1834 and was engaged in the sutler's
store at Fort Snelling tor tour years. Frolll this experience he beca..e a tur
trader and agent tor the uerican Fur Co"p<lny in northern Minnesota.
FRANKLIN STEELE was born in in Pennsylvania Hay 12.1813 and died at Minne
apOlis September 10,1880. In 1838 he became the sutler at Fort Selling. In
1857 he bought the tort lind reservation tram the government and the army
moved out. With the opening ot the Civil War the army reoccupied Fort Snell
ing and the government bought the fort back and a ••all portion ot the reser
V<l tion. 1n 1854 Steele bu il t the suapena ion br idge connect ion Hi nneapoll II
and St.Anthony.which was the tirst bridge to span a main channell of the
Mississippi River. CAHPCOLDWA'I'ER lias <Idjacent to Fort Snelling where B.F.
Baker operated a trader's ator•.





CHOUTEAU to KENNETH McKINZIE*1842
TilE DECLINE IN DEMAND FOR DEAVER.

New York, 20 September 1M2.
My de~r Sir,
I finally get around to answeringyout favor ofthe 17'" last. That 101lgdeiaywas not due to my lack
of willingness to write, bm to the desire I had to help you in the present crisis. I found 11

reprehensible to sta.te as ~ l:l.~t rL"Sort th~t I could not do anything, and to leave }'ou to the mercy
ofour Banks &.: insut:lrIces. I would mther have tried to make n'en abad arranl,«:metlt (leaving YO"
die option to either ~eccpt it or not), instead ofdoing nothing. Your I'ropositton, or to amhOTize
you to draw on Mr. Crooks, or on me, was not feasible under the present circumstances; the f.1te
ofthe Company is already !mown toyou &.as there are people looking(1 do not really know why)
to amalg:lmate uS into Its fall. I nt...,d all the credit I can get here as well as my full independence.
I desire (and I will be quite disappointed If! do not succt...,d) that between now and next Spnng,
that the Credit. &. the Paper of the House, will be as good. as d~irablc in Wall Street:L' it is in 51.
Luuis. In order to succeed in that pi, I must be in position to postpone for some tltlle the letters
of t')(chanb"C ami tcrm notes. For that one must scll &. rc:alize. Bt,<:ause my friend Crooks has left
me in the direst ofcircumstances.
All my atteIllPt., at horrowing a£i!in<t your propertit'l' (underhned ill the text) have been uselc,.".
I have had only one offer, but it w:tS worse than hanging. Finally IOday, J have made a prclimlllary
arrangement WIth tlte Steven,,", (underlined in the text). Subject toyour cuns<'tlt which, you wJlI
send us ofas soon as possible. I am enelosing the memorandum ofwhieh you arc trying 10 b'lless
the cotltents. It is the following: you are authorized to draw on hun for $15,000 in ~tllounts which
you WIll eoltSider convenient for your needs, payable in 4 months. Cotllmission for the fm;t
accepta.nee ;s 2\4 per cent, for the second 1\4 per cent and for the chird I\4. You will punctually
remit every 4 months the funds 10 days before theyare clue. As a final guar:lnteeofpayment in 12
month,' time, you will supplyyour "lett<;ro(qehangc [or 12 months in Maypayabk toE. SC~-VI"'IS

under n,m<; and order" so that til<; whole temalllS a pnvate It:ln:\:lction. If you need k'l's chan
$15,000, so milch the beltI'r. Because I must admit that after the awkward sitllatlon III which I
found myselfon behalfof the Company I had nude a heanfelt promise to myselfnever agourl to
endorse, &. I believe that you are probahly the only person for whom I would SwelVe from my
determination.
Hopmg thaI this arranb",mem will make it possible (or you to meet your 1ll000t ufl,"Cnt
conmlltlllents, &.: will give you time to collect what is due to you, J remain your devoted
[sigtll'd:] P. Chouteau (with nourish).
If possible, tOlllorrow J will send you at home the r<;sult of the :\:lit'S in London, which arc, In
general, quite sacisfactory, but the bt'aver has donc terrible, then: will not be any demand (nr the
... (onc word illegible) umil peacc IS made with the Chinese. J dare not make, prediction about
the prtce of the [buffaloJ robes. At least one thi rd of the [(ur trad ing] fi rms have folded. Another
third has had theircredit notes renewed <-very 4 months. The rest pays un the due dace. The losses
on the sales of [bullaloj robes since 1837 have been enormous.
<[The name is also used and spelled Hackinzie}
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A great letter on the;: financial situation of Pien-e Chouteau Jr. and Kenneth
McKenzie, as vie"ed fromNev YOrk City in lB'l2.!n 1834 Astor had sold the Western
Depa rtment (MlssQur i fit verI to Chouteau and the Northern Department (Grea t Lakes
region) to Ramsay Crooks,>lho moved the headquarters troll Mackinac Island to L"
Pointe.on Hadeline Island in Lake Superior.In both cases the name Alllerlcan Fur Co.
vas retained.Folloving the business depreslllon of 1837 and the decllne 1n demad
for Rocky Mountllin Beilver,both c:ollpanles vere hard hit-In 1842 Crooks was forced
into bankruptcy and that partly expla ins Chouteau's rellla rk. -lilY friend Crooks has
left.e in the direst of circu.stances-.
The decline in beaver had been brought on fro. -over trapping" and the dellland for
beaver. caused I.>y the "silk ha t - replaci ng the -beaver ha t - . Also. the deDand for
b"aver in China. had been cut off by the -Opiulllwar- with Great Britain in 1842.
Thls lett.er shows sOllie Of the problellls Of -supple & dellland- and financing the bus
fness of trapping beaver along the vatercourses of North America .The great days
Of the beaver and the Mountain Man ve!"e drawing to a close.but the International
Fur Trade continues on into the twenty firat century.
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New York, 4 June 1852.
My dear Ch~rlcs,
) h~veJust receIved your leller of the 28'", that from Chicago has enher remamed sOlllt"Where III
the m~il or on the way for a very long time. ) w:lS hopmg for your return (which I belleved to he
later) to anSwer it. ) sec that you have not been successful in your negoli~tions and that there arc
many forestalmellts for the Irons (r:>,jwa~) ofthe West. But I hope that these determents willllot
be for very long. Mr. Neal tile Vice_President of the Centr::tl RaIlroad bas left some time ago for
Chicago, and the lme of 50 miles that llluSt be started and completed thts year. and thenre
continue to St. Louis. Sanford h:lS gwen him ~ letter for Chouteau Harriwn & Valle. and another
one for you. It;s a bUSInessman who has the full ronfidence ofthe company and whom you must
treat as such. Sanford appears posillve that you will obtain all supplies for the prtce you otTerI'd.
I would have liked to get to know htm 'but he w;>s sent to England by the company, and
inmledi~tcly upon his return he lefLfor thc..Wcst. The Railroad of Naples, Mar-us, Danen &
Springfield belongs to Mt'S£l"S. Keochunl & Srhuykr& Sturb'Css.)n tim city) found out today that
Messrs. Ketchum &Sturgess are planningon leaving MondayorTuesdaythc -r or8'" Inst. to\'ISlt
these Railroads.) will see Mr. K. before his departure, & ifhe goes as far as St. Louis) wlll g,ve
h,m a letter for you, In anyc:lSe I will wr;teyou again notitYingyouofthClrdep.1r1ure, and to meet
them on sIte ifne<:essary. f will see you here with pleasure and even more so ifyour good mother
would be WIth you, but from what you tell me I am afraid that she will not make up her mind to
leave. But jf your trip here is only on account of the r:ljlwa~, It appeal> 10 me "that I do not
undel>tand at all". At the very least) could follow the plentiful and detailed instrucuons 1have
been provided WIth.
) learn with pleasure that you have obumed a gtJa'""lltee for the dubIOUS debts. which is a b'OOd
thing, The Irons (railwa~)otTer too few profit5 tocreate b~d debts; )fit Isatall possible, aVOId tillS,
The pUrpo.le 's not to make a sale. hilt 10 be paid, One usually finds more buyers than b'OlXl payers,
whlrh IS somethIng you h.we to keep ltl mInd. One has to expect to suffer at Ie:l.ltsome losses, hut
0111' has to try:lS much as possible to aVOId them and ahove all, avoid that Ihey be conSIderable,
The day of my departure) was to hand twenty_five dollars $25.00 to Mr. Bates, somethmg [
completely forb'Ot. Be so kind as to pay hml on my behalfas soon as you receive this letter. telhng
hun It IS probably the first time) have becn so absenl-mmded.
I am flattered to learn t1ut you have found everybody lt1 b'OOlf health, espeCIally our good mOlhl'r
in full bustle. At le:lSt this will be a bitofa dist,""ction 10 her boredom. You Iell mc you have found
her "in good SPlnt.,~ (in English and ')"otauon marks mlhe text). That IS not what your sIster
writes me. and on account ofyour mother's propensity 10 worry. Unfortunately I tend to belleve
your sIster r:llher than you, but )t 's useless to try and reason about these matters. We C''''lot

chanb'C the temperament natufC has bestowed upon us. Tell Julie that I have receIved her letter.
,ncluding one for Ben who left the &1me day. Beyond any doubt) Owe lllO the contenlS (i.e. the
letter to Ben) that she wrote me the few IinC!; she d,d.ln that case, nQ answer, no easy-gomgulltll
she ask.< me so. Hug them all for me. Youraffecllonate father,
[signed:] P. ChQuteau.
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FURS, RAILROADS &- ~moJ:"e buyers than good payeJ:"s~

with the decline in fUJ:"s,Chouteauwdtes to his son Charles,on the railroads
being built in the east and the demand for ~lrons~(rail.Jwhen a road to the
~We.t~ would be built-But this was in the talking staqe and It vould be a decade
before ground vould be broken tOJ:" a railroad to the Pacific. Tn 1849 ChOuteau,
Francois Valle,and James Harrison orqanized the American Iron Hountain Co.to
mine the i ron ore de~os I ts, a t I ron Moun ta in, 40 mi les S. W. of St .Genev i eve, Ho.
Thi s expla i ns Chouteau'S doubl e interes tin ra i 1 roads, such as the [ I III rloi s 1
Central R.R. ,which he vas developinq.
JOliN F .A. SANFORD was the husband of ChOUteau's daughter Emi 1 ie, who died Apr i 1
27, L836, leaving a son, 82N .lIent loned 1n the let ter - Benj .min Chouteau Sanford.
John Sanford lIarried Isabella ~Belle~ Davis in 1852 and died 13 years later.at
th.J! age of 76 Santord ,John Sarpy and lIenneth McKenzie vere probably the most
important partners that P. Chouteau Jr. ever had. see Joseph Rolette letter, in
this collection,dated at Prairie des Chines,May 25 1839,fOr more on Santord
and the famous "Dred Scott" slave ease.
Hr. BATES was probably F.DWARD. brother ot FrederiCk Bates ,who had defeated Wl'l. H.
Ashley in 1824 tor <;lovernor and then died the tollow ing year on Auq. "lth. Ed ...ard
had. lonq distinguished career as a legislator and vas probably Chouteau's
lawyer. He died Ma r. 25, 1869.
JULIE vas Chouteau's daughter and the wi fe of Dr. 101111 i"llI Hatt itt.
CHARLES PIERRE CHOUTEAU was tlie son Of fi. Choute"u jr: ,who had beim placed in
charqe of ?, Chouteau Jr. So Co' e. opera t ions on the upper Hi ssour I I n 1649. He WitS
married to his cousin Jul ia Gratiot ,dauqhter of Gener"l Charles Gratiot, the
son of Charles Gratiot Sr.?Carles Chouteau vas taken on a long tour of the
cOlllpany's post, includ i ng St. Peters (Ft. Snell i ng J and Pra i rie du Chien in the
SUlUler of 1838.SEE Ramsey Crooks to P.Chouteau Jr •• dated at Prairie du Chien,
Dec. 22, 1838, in th 18 collection.
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TilE FUR TRADE WEST OF TilE MISSOURI 1854

JOHN B. SARPY repor ts to hi s partner, PIERRE CHOUTEAU Jr, the s i tua t i on of the
company in trading in furs and Buffalo robes west of the Missouri River,<lS of

September 1st, 1854.By this time Chouteau had been spending most of his time
in New York. taking care of other interests, such <IS the r<lilro<lds.S<lrpy <lnd
pierre'S son ,Charles the fur business back in St.Louis.
The fOllowing notes will identify some of the persons mentioned in the letter:

WILLIAHDENT ,Fur trader, builder and proprietor Of Bents Fort on the
Arkansas River. SEE more on the fort and its builder in this COllection.
JOliN GRATIOT "as probably J .P.B.Gratiot the m<ln<lger of Fort John on the
Platte River?
CIPRIEN,could be CYPRIANCIIOUTEAU, the half brother of Pierre Jr.
JOliN F.A. SANFORD ma rr i ed to Chou tea U' s daughter Emil ie. P<I rtner in
the tur trade operation and after 1851 devoted his time to railroad
investments for Chouteau. SEE letter at June 4,1852 for more.
BAKER & STREET,may be commission merchants - no record found <It this
time.
The Sav<lges "ere the Indians who "ere in debt to the traders and it
"<IS hoped would pay when the government passed out t;he "annuities"
in the summer.?
SARPY & SANFORD both died in 1857, "h i ch was a severe blo" to Chou teau
in his "fur <lnd r<lilroad" operat;ions. Pierre died in 1855,having been
preceded in death by his "ife Emilie in 1852.He died a rich man.
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BLACK UAWK-INTERPRETER &. TRADER AT FORT UNION

Tobacco necessary tor smoking with Indi<!ns
Endorsed on reverse "Agreement with BlaCk Hawk/Union

"Fort Union MilY 27th 1866
I Pierre Hawk do agree to work tor Mess Gregory Bruguier &. Goewey at 75.00 per Month
and one Ration,lIs Interpreter &. Trader at Ft Union with Goods necessary tor the use
of my family Only .at cash charges and ten per cent advance.The Ration to consist as
follows 101bFlour per week

4" Sugar .
2" Coffee 1ssued ~'eekly

Gregory Bruguier &. Goewey
per mar)

1866 May 27"

I
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Reproduced fro.... FORTY YEARS A FUR TRADER ON THE UPPER
MISSOURI by Elliott Coues, Fnncis Harper 1898, New
York.2 Vols., vol. I. p. 52.



TIlE WESTERN l'.WLS

'"Rock River, headwaters near Pipestone, Minnesota.
* Theophile Bruguier waa born at L' ASsumpcion on the St. Lavrence· ri ver near
Man treal on August 31 , 1813 and died at Sioux Ci ty, lava February 18, 1895. His
father vas halt French'and his mother a full blood English voman. He spoke
both languages as vell as the Indian language. Bruguier worked tor the Amer
ican Fur Company on the upper Missouri at Fort vermillion. In 1865 to 1867 he
was a partner in the tirm of Gregory,Bruguier /;, Goewey,operating as sutlers
and Indian traders at Old Fort Sully, Fort Rice,Fort Stevenson and Fort BUford.
See contract vi th BlaCk Hawk in this COllection. Also see Goevey /;, Co. steam
boat B/Ls tor Buttalo robes and turs during the 1870's.Bruguier married tva
at Chiet War Eagles daughters and had 13 childred by thelll.Mentally and physi
cally, Bruguier vas a remarkable man of high character. He vas respected and
trusted by the Indians.
War Eagle vas a Santee Sioux Indian,p>:obably born in Wisconsin about 1785 and
at an early age vent to the Minnesota country and married a Santee Sioux gi>:l.
About 1830 he moved vi th his f ami ly to Fo>:t Ve>:mi 11 i on on the Hi ssou>: i r i vee.
It vas here that War Eaqle ",et Bruquier,vho vas vorking for the American Fur Co.,
and married Blazing Cloud and Davn, tva ot War Eagles daughters. About 1849 War
Eagle and Bruguier settled on the lava side at the confluence of the Big Sioux
river with the mi'ihty Hissouri - the site Iaemtioned by R.t .Cleveland in his
survey report. The above notes are based on WAR EAGLE, a paper by Constant R.
MarkS in which he 'iives the death of War Eagle as the fall of 1851 .Clevoland's
report clearly shovs that War Eaqle vas still alive in Augustof 1852 and the>:e
fore it shOUld be 1852 or later. As vith most Indians before 1900. exact dates
Of birth and death cannot be established.HjI vas probably about 66 years old at
his death.



CHIEF W"'R E"'GLE & TilE BIG SIOUX RIVER

:n l852 R.! .Clevellind,1: !:;ovot"nment sut"VC}'ot", I:lade a rconnaisslInca ot the Bi!:;
Sioux River In 10.,11.,;,he rollovin; extracts are taken from his very detailed
report,dated at DUbuque Sept 1st 18!::2 , " .... Tuesd"y July 27th .... rmbarken my
l:I",n eQuipa»!! provisions &c at 6 .... M. on il log raft hasti.:.y constructee: for thl!
;>urp061i1 an6 procoeded do~·n the Blf. Siou:: {P.iver]"o Cleve lane then related the
6ifficulty of getting raft over rapids and around sandbars,.,hlle recording
his measurements and observlItions i.c , "Much h.pedee! today 30th.8 on ;>reviolls
days vith shall 1 "ater anc! rapids reQuiring grellt Illbors to urge the raft over
till about <I P.M . .,hen cOlling:.o difficult Ro:;>ics,big boulc"'r. underneath ane
1lbove the vater bi'rely vide enough for a canoe to pass - our raft in • .,ite of all
our effOrts, stranded beyond the possi bUI ty of <;etti n<; her Of f, a I tho ve splin"e
no efforts to effect this object." They unloaded and set up a tent onshore ane!
preparec to bulld a lighter raft, "At this point called Callp I:ecessity 1n the
field book ve vere detained tvo days July 31st & ...ugst lst in Obtaining the prop
er ...aterial vhlch could only be found above the Rapids cuttinJ;j l.unchin.. & floa
ting It over and fInally putting it together belov and in 1II"-'1:in9 the po["taJ;je."
On the 2nd they continued dovn river and, "On the 3["d we C.III'" to and passed the
much looked for Junction of the River of the Rock' The largest Ii. almost only impor
tant tributary of the B.Sioux Ii. tound .... 11 greilter volume Of Water fever shouls
So rilpids .nd better navigation. This tributary stream above mentioned .... must
contribute a large volume of water to the B.Sloux. On Its head waters is said to be
located the celebrated quarry of pipestone rock at the Indians [Pipestone Nation
al Monument Minnesota]. There vere now other elements of delay and opposition not
experienced in the early portion Of our voyage Viz large trees undermined by the
current and laying completely across tho river - strong he.e! S. baffling .,inds S.
counter curronts rendering it necessary in many places to use our poles to make
head yay ..... Thick fog delayed us but the sluggishness Of the river gradually
increase6 as ve neared the mouth .... 1 think ve experienced the back vater of the
Missouri. On Friday Aug 6th ascended a high bluff on right b.nk the last of a
long chain about a mile fro ... the rIver vhen ve first got sight of the blufflil f. tim
ber ot the Missouri terminating our viev In the Western horizon and where the
blUffS Of the a.Sioux terminated on that bank Ii. then bore avay N.W. and the bott
om or table land of the tva rivers blended together in a vast plain or basin from
tva to fifteen miles ,;ide Monday "'ug. 9th P H ve vere ha i led by Ind I ans on
the blUffS Of the left bank the first ve had seen on the river .... ve vere at length
On turnIng a bed awarded vith the sight Of this Majestic f. illpetuous Missouri I>
the union I> reception of the B.Sioux Into her a..ple bosolll. Just at this bend is
located on the lett bank an Indian Village. the presiding genius of vhich is a can
adian "renctt-ao. Bruyer [Theophile Bcuguiec] by oa.e SOD in lav to the Sioux Chief
war ];:agleo surrounded like a SCottish Chieftan with a long tail of dependent child
ren of all ages I> S"'I"'S dogs etc etc. The patriarch Chiel' gave uS a cordial and
friendly reception (his son in lav being absent.) 5. ve re... ined over night gladly
availing ourselves of his hospitality till 10 .... H. of the 10th vhen ve proceded on
our raft dovn the Hissouri so_ sil< .iles to a point veIl knovn as Sargents bluff
Hissouri [named] for FloydO ,blul't vhere ve re-ained till the .ornlog at the 12th
vhen ve proceeded by land transportation onto Kanesville [lava) 5. thence to
Dubuque.- Cleveland then gives a detailed report on the character of the lane!
along the Bi9 Sioux vhich forms the N.W. boundary of lava - the tllllber and the soil
and the possibilities of steamboat navl!Oatlon.'I'he best soil is in the bottom land
ot the river and Is SUbject to annual inundation by the sprin!O floods.: - ... unle.ss
this country contains valuable mineralvealth vithin its bosom it is a problem in
l'ly mind It it ever becomes settled.The only portion of it possessing a rich black
and fertile soil worthy of the emigrant I> farmer are the bottoms above mentioned ..
.. The Big Sioux is extremely tortuous S. serpontine the whole distance lie navigated
it which 1 estimate at ;l8Q 246 miles .... l confess I can nOli see no adeCjuate induce-
ment ever to tempt a boat to navigate her lIaters R.I.ClevOland"
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In 1834 John Jacob Astor sold the Allerican fur COllpany. ?ntt&.Chout<i!au'" Co.
bought the Western Departllent and Ralllsay Crooks the Northern Department.
In the sUlll/ller of 1838 Crooks left NeOl York with Charles Chouteau,tho son of
Pierre Chouteau Jr .• to vlsit the var1ousposts ot the A.F.Company.The follOW-.
ing letter relates to this journey. which included the itinllrary "nd uxpence
account thereOf. See other pages tor same.The folloliing extr"cts arc from the
lettee:

• Praire du Chien 22 Dec 1838
Cher Coulnn .... I all nOli on the eve of Ily departure Villl4ilwaukee'" Chicago.

1n cOllpany vi th Mr. I"ranchete [Gabri.l).my old Columbi" Ri ver fr lend. • have
been detained here fully a veek longer than 1 expectell-but every thing IS sett
led vi th Western Outtt t. to the preeent time. and I have closed vi th Mr Will iall A.
Aitken ...ho has for 4 years ha~ char;e of our fond du Lac trade.whose retierment
from our LalCe Superior business .... ith that at 2 others 1 ...as willing to part with
,can hardly hil to improve the complexion of matters in that region - So if I
have been Ion; tram home,I have (I hope) done llome good in the time towards the
welhr" of the CO::lpllny.Annexed is Ill' ale with you for disbursements on Ch,ules's
a/c.balance due me S289.25.vhichl shall debit you uit.h in Ne\l Yorl( as due 31 Dec
1838.· He then mentions severall:loney notes that are due the Company 4nd goes on
to say: • Assure Emili e of Illy best wi shes, the same to the other llIe",bers of your
family,and tell Charles I eXil'0ct much of him _ My affectionate regards to all our
relatives. particularly your worthy Father (Picrrc Chouteau Sr.]- Dowrite me
and believe that I am always yours faithfully Ramsay Crooks"

~ft@
Note: Chouteau waa .arrled to Emilie the daughter of Ch"rle6 GratlOt. CrooiCs
was llIarrled to Emilie the daus;hter of Bernllrd Pratte.
':'n 1850 Charles Chouteau took over P.Cho\lteau ... Co.rellevlng hlS father froro
cnreet operation of the busincss.

,

I"oldad letter postmal·l<ed lit ~Prairie du Chien W,T, Dec 24.
1838 _ rated 25 and then changed to 50 cents for the double
wei9ht. as there was lin enclosure not now present.
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STEAMBOAT YELLOW STONE

This was the second boat to bear the name. It "as 11 sidewheelcr of
378 tons,built at Cinc:innatLOhio in 1864.Her home port was Saint
Louis,operating in the upper Missouri river trade. Lost in 1867.

The B/L is for Burfalo Robes and Wolf S. Bear skins, shipped to Robert
Campbell, St .Louis, by Seth liard. the sutler at Fort Loramie.
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TAK!': TN LESS GOODS TAKE OUT MORE FURS!

"New York 26 ",pril 1623*

Pear Sir Since I last wrote to you we have no letter fro. you nor have I
any thing: new to communicate except that the sale of furs in general is
vorse tllan it has ben L ve fear that both Beaver L Musrat [MuSkrat J vill
fall even belov our expectations _ proveble the latter will not sell
over 33 1/3 [cents per pound 1 &. the for ..er 3 &. 4 S _ [at) the very best 
good Otter viII Doprety veIl &. sovill Deer Sell vell.but nothing elist
- ...11 goods hllve not yet arrived _ Mr CrOOks [Rllmsey) not very veIl
left here 3 Days ago for St Louis _ t inClose you Copy &. of letter to the
agents &. Resolution passed by the Directors _ ve must Send less goods in
[to 1 the Country &. also lessoD our expens or ve shall Sink our CapitOI_

John Jacob Astor
P S. when you make any bills on the account of nev Con[signee] address or
Drav tham on me as president of the Company [American Fur Company]"

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Letter addressed to Mr Robert Stuart Esg/Mich[ i1 illlack inae] [Mack i nac
Island). I t vas carried frolll Nev york to Detroi t outs ide of the .IIa i 15.
vhere it va" put in the Post Office and franked "Free/Ja. Abbott P.".
lind forvarded to Mackinac Ililand.Ja..es Abbott vas "1.0 an agent of the
.....erican Fur Co..pany U. Detroi t.

Note on reverse "New YOrk 26 april 182l/John Jacob "'stor/Received I June/
answered 14/ saying due attention would be paid to the contents.R.Stuart.
Enclosing ReSOlution of Directors A.H.Fur Co."
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MONTREAL to U.S. rated ~PAID 6" to the line. On arrival at ~e
border the PAID 6 was crossed out and the cover was forwarded
., 18 3/4" collect. NO postmark.

"MOntreal 12th April 1823

R.Stuart Esq Dear Sir/ Your favor of L7th October last by Mr. Currie
came to hand in Nov. I have orders to bring the men you speak of but not the
£2!2.!S. • You are aware of the new arragements to the east ward,and th,1ngs go on
quietly here - the H.B.(Hudson Bay Co.] have aLL their own vay _ they have
engaged Some men condtionally to winter or return in the fall as may be regui
red. I aPl told they have Seized all the petty traders who were within their
li/llitl - young Forrest with the others, it is also stated that Some of our
people have Plet ... ith the sallie fate! I ... ill try and bring you a Dog but
as yet I have Seen none to Suit. Every precaution Shall be taken to have the
'!'r.pSprings good - Your letter of 17th[?] Nov. I found here on Ply
arriv.l frOm Hev York on the first ot March. I was h"ppy to learn you were all
in good health and that things went on veIl - I Shall attend to vhat you say
about the charge" on goods tor entry [betveen Canada and u.S.] - I viII bring
you a £!..E. ,and a GaPle Bag it I can tind one, I have a Small order to execute tor
Mr. Rolette[ Joseph], the Same you ISpeak at I presullle - Varin 18 doing nothing
nor vill he pay the amount I hold against him. _ I vas in Quebec in the fall
where I had the pleasure ot Seeing your Uncle _ he vas in good health and had
done very well the last "eason. he vas pertectly happy, he vrote lie a few days
ago .and I expect him up by the t"irst Stea.. Boat, I intend leaVIng this on the
14 May and hope to reach you in good tillle,lllens wages SaPle as last year 
Ple.ae ... ke my repects to all triends and particlarly to Mrs.Stuart. and
believe me tobe Dear Dir/your Obt.Svt/W.W.Matthews·h' ;4-- .4 ,c....

"•••••••••• *. "f/~.'4,a:/;:;7~
The writer was probably1'l'illiam W.Matthews who worked for the North West Co. ill
in 1814,IIS reported in Alexander Henry's Journal. At the time of the l~ttec he
was Astor's agent in r·lontrea1.
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~NevYork 17,June 1823
Robert Stuart EsC! I H<lckinac

Your letter of May 20 addressee! to our J.J .Astor [John Jacob] is at hane!
He left hereon the l'{st] tor Europe.We regret that there is any part of his
instructions respecting prices of Furs vhich should not be clearly understood
by you,as in the case of Beaver ..entioned in your letter. We persu=e the
assortment ot this article[Beaver} at Mackinac "ill be_uch the salle",s l<lst
year.and that the price of $ J. per lb. VilS intended to apply to the vhOle col
lection as an ilverage - YOU lIay judge (as Mr J.J .Astor doubtless did)
troll the fact that the artiCle "ill not sell to any extent in our lIarket.The
..anutactures are su~st1 tuting other Fur tor it [Beaver] vi th grell t success.
and it"e .ay judge frail th. s.l•• Of the seilson pilst.ve hav. nov laOre on hand
than "ill supply the delland for a year to COme. In London. the last silles of
vhich ve have advice. was at 16/[shl1!1ngs] ! At the distance you ilre from
us. and troll the vilriety ot circUII'tance" vhich lIay accur.ot which we can lenov
nothing. it is impossible!-o give such instructions as can govern you to the
letter. - nor are we able to render any better construction ot the letter of 16'
April th.n yourself. We trust Hr Crooks will be with you early in July,ant!
that you "il110ng e'er this be in possession of every intorlllll.tion necessary in
relation to the arragngement with Stone & Co. ,f" the transter of the property
[Stone had sold out to Astor on A?rl1 I, 1823.See Stone toCrooks,July 6.1824 in
this collection] . Hr.James Abbott has remitted 1!.!!Q.on alc of American
Fur Company which has heen passed to Cr[edit) of a/ll[?J agrecll.bly to your direc
tions. Capt.? Legate [?] has not yet called - You wl11 be advised of the
receipt of the money tram him, when paid. NO change or improvement in the

p<lc. 0< d ••,od '0< 'm. Jj,~ ~..-i-;{;t-).r ;{/.rre.

Letter wr i t ten and signed "John Jacob Astor & Sons· by Will. B. Astor, rega rd ing
the price and demand tor Beaver. It is interesting to see the eftect that the
lIanuf.cture has on the demand for Beaver!

/
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