
Early Distribution And Use Of Postage Stamps In The United States

1842 " 19°.:(

This exhibit will show early usages of postage stamps and selected examples of

postal stationery in the United States between 1842 and 1904. Very few stamps issued in this

period were distributed to offices with instructions to release them on a specific date. In the

period before the 1893 issuance of the Columbian series, true first day of issue covers exist only

when rate changes were announced with sufficient lead-time for the Post Office Department to

prepare new stamps and to distribute those new stamps to the post offices.

Commencing with the 1893 Columbian series, commemorative stamps were

announced to postmasters in writing with specific instructions as to when the stamps were to be

released to the public. Other than for the commemorative stamp series and for stamps required to

meet rate change laws, there was usually no pre-release publicity for new issues. The start of the

Civil War resulted in a rare instance of stamps being rushed into production and distribution was

automatic as soon as adequate supplies were at hand.

During the period before 1905, most new stamp releases were not sent to

postmasters automatically. Generally, when a postmaster ran low of a particular stamp

denomination, he ordered a new supply through the stamp agent, or directly from the Third

Assistant Postmaster General. Circulars announcing some of the new stamp series were sent to

postmasters. Even then, some directed that new stamp orders would be fulfilled from existing

stocks before the new series would be shipped. As a result, a study of first day covers and earliest

documented usages is a study of stamp distribution.

In this exhibit items are designated as first day of issue where appropriate and such

covers are mounted within a red frame. Additional items are designated as "earliest documented

usage" which means that the particular item is the earliest known date of use, excluding

unconfirmed reports, and examples not on cover. Only in the case of the 1847 issue are early

usage covers shown, in all other cases the items are the earliest documented examples. All items

have been authenticated and dates furnished to catalog publishers.

The exhibit is organized chronologically on the following outline:

• Frame 1: 1842 United States carrier stamp through the 1855 issue

• Frame 2: 1857 Perforated issue through 1861 issues

• Frame 3: 1867 Grill issues through 1869 issue

• Frame 4: 1870 Banknote issue through 1879 banknote issues

• Frame 5: 1879 Postage due issue through 1898 color changes

• Frame 6: 1893 Columbian series through 1895 regular issue

• Frame 7: 1897 Color change issues through1904 Louisiana Purchase series



The 1842 U.S. Carrier Of New York
Three Cents

First Day Service

16 August 1842 U.S. City Despatch Post 3-cent used locally in New York City

letter was carried privately from Boston and entered the mails in New York for delivery

First Day Service and Use of Government Adhesive

The United States Postmaster General established a carner service in New YOrk Ciry ry purchasing Greig's Ciry

Despatch PostonAugust 1, 1842. Service as agovernmentcarnerservice commencedonAugust 16, 1842 as the United

States Czry Despatch Post and utilized the same stampspreviouslY circulated ry Greig. The postmark device used was

altered to indude "US." atfoot and the stamps were canceled with boxed "US" handstamp.

These were thefirst adhesive postage stamps authorized to be used ry the post office and the cover above wasposted on

thefirst dqy 0/ service.



The 1844 American Letter M.ail Company

Five Cents

First Day Service

25 January 1844 Baltimore to New York City prepaid with American Letter Mail Company adhesive

The Earliest Reported Usage of a Stamp to Prepay Intercity Postage

In January 1844 Lysander Spoonerfounded the American Letter Mail Compatry to operate a cheap letter express

between Philadelphia, Baltimore, New YOrk and Boston to compete with the government postal service. He issued

adhesivepostage stamps, which he soldfor "20for a dollar, " thatcouldbe usedtoprepqyfeesfor service that thegovernment

was charging considerablY morefor.

Spooner announced on January 25, 1844 the commencement if service. The cover above was carried on thefirst dqy

if operations.



The 1845 New York Postmaster Provisional

Five Cents

Earliest Documented Usage

I ' •

I, .

15 July 1845 New York City usage of 5-cent pair to Scotland, restored

The Only Reported Pair Used on this Date

After thefirst classpostal rate was reduced tofive centsfor distances to 300 miles, iffectiveJufy I, 1845, the

New YOrk Citypostmaster, Robert Morris, prepared a stamp that could be used to preptry the new rate.

Several examples are known used on Jufy 15, 1845 indicating that this date is likefy the date that the

stamp was introduced



The 1845 Baltimore Postmaster Provisionals

Five Cents On Bluish / On White

Earliest Documented Usages

, u1~ ~. 2"dcvn-t'V4-
\ [) Cents.

3 August 1845 usage of 5-cent provisional, on bluish paper

15 January 1846 usage of 5-cent provisional, on white paper

The postmaster of Baltimore, Maryland, James Buchanan, preparedprovisional adhesive stamps as

well as envelopes. All were variations with his signatureprinted or handstamped.



The 1846 Baltimore Postmaster P rovisionals

Five Cents / Ten Cents

Earliest Documented Usages

27 April 1846 usage of 5-cent handstamped provisional

12 June 1846 usage of 10-cent handstamped provisional



The 1846 Brattlehoro Provisional

Five Cents

Earliest Documented U sag-e

L/I!a~ J1~

OU/A/- 1~

28 August 1846 Brattleboro, Vermont usage of 5-cent provisional stamp

The postmaster tif Brattleboro, Vermont, Frederick Palmer, prepared ajive cent stampfor usage at his post

o/ftce. The stamp saw very limited usage.



The 1847 Issue

Five Cents / Ten Cents

~/"I2( If u.:,(r

18 I..j 7

Early Usages

26 July 1847 New York City usage of 5-cent, first month of use

Alexander reports 29 usages of 5-cent in July 1847

L£r~$w/7~~

fLeuz-L~

z/ ,-_-f,
- ~

10 July 1847 New York City usage of 10-cent, first month of usage, third earliest reported

Alexander reports 12 usages of 10-cent in July 1847

The 1847 issue was authorized f!J an Act of March 3, 1847 and became validfor use on JulY 1, 1847. However, no

examples are known used on that date.



The 1851 Issue

One Cent

.'~ Regulations Concel'ning Postage Stamps."

First Day of Issue

First Day of Rate

J'OST OFFICE DEP.\R'DIF.S1·, )
JnI: l\l, J651. ~

T.. iacilit'ate t!,e l>re,p~)'ment of po t'ges upon letter.• 31111 1';u-ka;,C<. "".t3g" ,Iaml's of the following de­
nominatiotl.j atC lUO\-idcd a:ul fm"oi8hed b~- tbe I) .·tm;,tS((:c Ci:n:.:r..LI, ,.,1U"sOAnl to the ~ll! fection of 1he .• act
to reduce ~nllll odif)' t1.,~ rales of j'Qi;tage ill Ihc Lnited State•. aud for other purpo~es," apl',twc,l 3d .MardI,
11>51. ,'iz:

}l~. I; ~~rlntJOtl i:l bt;l.ck. r('pn'=:cnt:n~ thi" bead of -n-":lshin~Qn. of the ripnominatlon ()f t\\eh'(o ef·nl~.

No, ':1. Prink'! in red, rl'l'rc>cD!in~ the I,ead of "'ashi"~'!"n in l' 61,'. of Iile ucnomiOlltioll of IEm:c CCflls.
No.3, P:;ntd in bllle. ~('pr...'enti.•'" the head of Fruddm in t>rufile. of the dellOmilll'liml of ulle c..mt.
Tbe~ , amp. •..:iiI 0(' futnieh~d to one (lr Rlor" of lb', princiral po-tm:1>;t T' in each Cl,""...... who wil. be re,.

qUil"Cti to ::- uJtplr the ot. f:r pos· was1(',..~ i" du'"ir n:~pl:d; ,,'e ... ;('iniiic . 'UJ'?l1 bti~l,:! pci.d for U'': u;nnu-:il 1~/rlt;$I~..e{/..

1 July 1851 printed circular with I-cent used from Baltimore, Maryland, position 16L1E

it can not be known when this circular was actually posted

Fewer Than Five Reported Examples on Circulars Dated July 1, 1851

The one cent 1851 issue was automaticalfy distributed to largerposto/Jicespriorto theJufy I) 1851 effective date of
theActof March 3} 1851. The Actestablishedaprintedcircularrate of one centforprintedcirculars to one ounce}

sent a distance not exceeding 500 miles as well as a one cent ratefor lettersfor local delivery.



The 1851 Issue

One Cent, T Ipe IV

Earliest Documented Usage

~1//ut lJr-:/ 11- ~
kK;~0

5 June 1852 New York City usage of l-cent, type IV; position 35Ll L

The one cent stamp was issued onJu/y 1, 1851. Plate one was extensivelY re-entered sometime in the Spring r!f 1852 and the new

plate is termedplate one late. The resultant impressions, that show the re-entries, are classified as type IV stamps.



The 1851 Issue

Three Cents

I L
j

First Day of Issue

First Day of Rate

v¥ e-/(LQ~~~

CX;~~'4~

1 July 1851 Richmond, Virginia usage of 3-cent, position 80Rl E

The Only Reported Example from Richmond

The three cent 1851 issue was automaticallY distributed to largerpostofftcesprior to theJulY lJ 1851 iffective date

0/ theAct if March 3J 1851 Act. The Act loweredthepostal ratefromfive cents to three centsfor aprepaidletter

to one-ha!f ounceJ convryed not exceeding 3J OOO miles. The stamps if the 1847 issue that had been in use were

demonetized.



The 1851 Issue

Three Cents

First Day of Issue

First Day of Rate

1 July 1851 Lowell, Massachusetts usage of 3-cent, position 71Ll E

The Only Reported Example from Lowell

¥vt--A~~

e~
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. lit.... · "".~ l K. ' ....

1 July 1851West Windham, New Hampshire 3-cent, position 31L1E

The Only Reported Example from New Hampshire

The cover below is an example if atypicalstamp distribution. west Windham did not receive a supplY if the new

3-cent stampprior to JulY 1, 1851. However, the sender if this letter was 'involved in railroad transportation and

evidentlY secured the new stamp in time to be used on thefirst dqy. PossiblYfrom nearlry Lowel4 MaJsachusettJ:



The 1851 Issue First Day of Issue

Three Cents First Day of Rate

tB,JV !rPY'/l..t/.J IJ.A.;f;i i,.f 11/,

fit lu,JH31i ,

9~ ~Wffi!!/

(~

1 July 1851 Cincinnati, Ohio usage of 3-cent, position 92R1 B

One of Three Reported Usages from Cincinnati

' .~.

.~~
1 July 1851 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania usage of 3-cent, position 81R1 B



The 1853 Issue Postal Stationery Earliest Documented Usage

11 July 1853 Portland, Maine usage of 3-cent postal entire with dated letter

Thefirst issue ofpostalstationery was introducedin 1853. Die I was thefirst usedanditwas imprintedon both

horizontal!J laid and diagonal!J laidpaper. The cover above is the earliest documented usage of the horizontal!J

laidpaper. An example datedJu!J 6, 1853 on diagonal!J laid paper is reported.



The 1855 Issue

Ten Cents, Type I

Earliest Documented Usage

11 July 1855 Lancaster, Ohio usage of lO-cent, type I, in combination used to England

A ten cent denomination was issued in Mcry 1855. The ten centpostal ratefor a domestic letter to one-half

ounce, sent over 3,000 miles, had become iffective on April 1, 1855 but the new stamps were not available in a

timelYfashion.

The stamps wereprintedfrom a singleplate anddifferent types occuron the same sheet. Each impressionfrom the

plate of 200 stampsyielded 20 type I stamps, 95 type II stamps, 81 type III stamps, and4 type IVstamps.



The 1855 Issue

Ten Cents: T Ipe III

Earliest Documented. Usages

19 May 1855 New Orleans, Louisiana usage of single lO-cent, type III, in combination to France



Earliest Documented Usage

Of Any One Cent Perforated

;.,.

25 July 1857 Castleton, Vermont usage of I-cent

perforated, type IV from plate 1L on printed circular

i

;r•

Perforated versions if stamps previouslY in

circulation began to be distributed in 1857.

Thry were released in the normal course if
stamp order fu!fillment without special

ordenngprocedures.

The 1857 Issue

One Cent,Type IV



The 1857 Issue One Cent

One Cent, Type III

Earliest Documented U sase

18 September 1857 New York City usage of 1-cent perforated, type III the center stamp in strip

strip is positions 70-90L4, types IlIA, III, and IlIA

Theperforated one cent stamps were introducedgraduallY in the Summer if 1857. Each impressionfrom

plate 4 (200 stamps)yielded onlY 36 type III stamps.



The 1857 Issue
Five Cents: Red Brown / Brick Red

Earliest Documented Usages

~~A~~Z~#-
~/;;~c£~au/ Wdii/~_

.~Wl/;;.

23 August 1857 New Orleans, Louisiana usage of 5-cent red brown, three copies used to France

.,

6 October 1858 New Orleans, Louisiana usage of 5-cent indian red shade, strip used to France



The 1857 Issue

Five Cents Type II, Orange Brown

Earliest Documented Usage

----------'----=----

8 May 1861 New York City usage of 5-cent orange brown, type II in combination to France

Anewplateforproduction of thefive centstamps was made in 1860. The stamp design was shortenedatthe top

and bottom to betteraccommodateperforations. Allstampsprintedfrom this newplate are type II. The original

printing was in brown but a subsequentprinting in 1861 was in orange brown.



The 1857 Issue

Ten Cents:Type I / Type II

Earliest Documented Usages

25 August 1857 Canajoharie, New York usage of perforated 10-cent, type I, to Canada, backstamped

5 September 1857 San Francisco, California usage of perforated 10-cent, type II

Existingstocks of the ten centwere evidentlYperforatedcommencing in late summer 1857.As California was the largestuser

of the denomination, thefirstperforated stamps were probablY orderedfrom San Francisco and delivered there.



The 1857 Issue

Ten Cents : Type III / Type IV

Earliest Documented Usages

16 October 1857 St. Louis, Missouri usage of single lO-cent, type III

5 October 1857 San Francisco, California usage of lO-cent, type IV



The 1857 Issue

Twelve Cents

Earliest Documented U sase

30 July 1857 Plainfield, New Jersey usage of 12-cent in combination to France

twelve cent stamps are positions 87R, 87-88R, and 77-78R

The peiforated twelve (ent stamps were introdul'edgraduallY in the Summer if 1857.



The 1860 Issue

Thirty Cents

Earliest Documented. Usage

8 August 1860 New York City usage of 30-cent in combination to France

In the Summer 0/ 1860 thefirst thirry cents denomination stamp was issued Distribution wasgradual with

larger offices receiving suppliesfirst.



The 1860 Issue Postal Stationery

,, ,
tit

Earliest Documented Usage

18 August 1860 New York City usage of 3-cent postal entire

A new series 0/postal stationery was introduced in 1860. The new designs have small stars at the sides 0/ the

centralportrait. The above cover is the earliest reported usage 0/ af!Y "star die" entire.



The 186"1 Issue

One Cent

Earliest Documented U sase

The onset if the Civil War lift large quantities if United States postage in rebel hands. New designsforpostage

stamps andpostalstationery were adoptedandrushedinto circulation. When supplies if the new stamps were received

atpost iffices, an exchange period started when old stamps could be exchangedfor new designs. At the end if the

exchangeperiod, which varied depending on when the new issues were received, the old stamps were demonetized.

21 August 1861Philadelphia, Pennsylvania usage of 1-cent

to the mails carrier fee prepaid plus 3c domestic rate paid with 3-cent 1861 issue

Newspaper notice placed by Philadelphia postmaster on August 19, 1861:

POST OFFICE PHILADELPHIA

August 19, 1861

NOTICE: - Thepublicis heref!y notifiedthat the new UNITED STATES POSTAGE STAMPS are now

reatfy andfor sale at this iffice. Those having a'!Y if the OLD ISSUE are requested to call and have them

exchangedfor the new one if the same denomination, within SIXDAYSfrom the date if this notice, as eifterdate

thry will not be recognized in pcryment if postage at this iffice. The new stamps are if denomination if
ONE,THREE, FIVE, TEN, TWELVE, TWENTY-FOUR, THIRTYandNINETYCENTS.

CA. Walborn, P.M.



Earliest Documented U sase

Three Cents

fJ~ ch~L/T­

Jr/rJ-b Jt~-vt-

17 August 1861 Baltimore, Maryland usage of 3-cent pink

First Day of Issue at Baltimore

The Only Reported Example

Newspaper notice placed by Baltimore postmaster on August 17, 1861:

Post Office Notice

The public are heref!y notified that the Postmaster at Baltimore will be prepared from this date to exchange

ENVELOPES andSTAMPS of the new stylefor an equivalent amount of the old issue) up to mURSDAY;

the 22nd instant, after which the old style will not be received in pcryment 0/ letters mailed at this office.

WM. Purnel4 Postmaster

Baltimore) Maryland

au 17-t22



The 1861 Issue Postal Stationery

if /7- Igt;

Earliest Documented Usage

17 August 1861 New York City usage of 3-cent postal entire

Newspaper notice placed by New York City postmaster on August 7, 1861:

SPECIAL NOTICE

POST OFFICE, New YOrk, Aug. 7, 1861. - the new style of GOVERNMENT STAMPED

ENVELOPES is now reaefy andfor sale atthis office. Exchange willbe made of the new stylefor an equivalent

amount of the oldissue during aperiod of SIX DAYSfrom the date of this notice, eifterwhich no letters under

cover of the old issue will be sentfrom this office.

WM. B. TAYLOR, Postmaster



The 186"1 Issue

Five Cents

Earliest Documented U sase

21 August 1861 Boston, Massachusetts usage of 5 cents yellow brown

first day of issue at Boston

The Only Reported Example

A newspaper notice announcing the availability of the 1861 style stamps was placed by

the Boston postmaster on August 21, 1861.



The 1861 Issue

Ten Cents, Type I

Earliest Documented Usage

17 September 1861 New York City usage of 10-cent dark green, type I

combination franking with pair 30-cent and single 5-cent to France

Second Day of Availability at New York

Newspaper notice placed by New York postmaster on September 16, 1861:

Notice

The new sryle of Government Postage Stamps is now reacfy, andftr sale at this office. Exchange will be made of
the old sryleftr an equivalent amount of the old issue during aperiod of

SIX DAYS

from the date of this notice, eifter which stamps of the old issue will not be received in pcryment of postage on

letters sentfrom this office.

Wm. B. Tcrylor, PM.



The 1861 Issue

Twenty Four Cents / Thirty Cents

Earliest Documented Usage

l4if-/~~(
/'4-- hdfL~,.
~Av,~~k;

0k-y~

7 January 1862 New York City usage of 24-cent red lilac shade

The twen(yJOur cent Jteel blue and violet JhadeJ were thejirJt iJJued,jOiiowed !?y the red lilac Jhade Jhown above.

20 August 1861 New London, Connecticut usage of 30-cent to Hawaii



The 1861 Pony Express

Two Dollars

Earliest Documented Usage

28 April 1861 Placerville, California usage of 2-dollar Pony Express adhesive

The Earliest Reported Usage of a Pony Express Stamp

InApril 1861 Wells, Fargo & Co.} in theircapacity as agentsfor the Po'!)' Express} introducedadhesive stamps. Atthis

time the Trans-ContinentalPo'!)' Express was aprivatelY ownedoperation that carriedmailbetween California andSt.

Joseph} Missouri at the rate oj two dollarsper ha!f ounce.

The coverabove departedPlacerville} California onApril28 andwas carriedeast !?y a relC!J oj riders onponies. It entered

the United States mails at St. Joseph} Missouri on MC!J 10} 1861.



Earliest Documented Usage

A Grill ~ Three Cents

Commencing in 1867 the National Bank Note Compatry began experimenting with the use of grills

impressed into the stamps as an additional antifraud measure. Thefirst grill known used was the A grill

which was an all-overgrill with points up.

Initial distribution of thegrilled stamps was done withoutpubliciry or notice.

•

13 August 1867 Richmond, Virginia usage of 3-cent A grill

The Earliest Documented Usage of any Grilled Stamp



Earliest Documented. Usage

C Grill - Three Cents

After experimenting with allover, points up gril4 National apparentlY removed some of thepoints in the

rollers used to impress the grills. Stamps showing the Cgrill were the result. Although stillpoints up) the new

roller resulted in a smallergrill impression of 13 !?y 16mm.

16 November 1867 Baltimore, Maryland usage of 3-cent C grill



Earliest Documented Usage

Z Grill ~ Three Cents

Afterfurther experimenting) National began using a roller with pyramids. The resultant stamps with the Z

grill show horizontal ridges) points down) and have agrill impression 0/ 11 b 14mm.

Z grill pyramids

2 February 1868 Clear Springs, Maryland usage of 3-cent Z grill



Earliest Documented Usage

E Grill ~ One Cent

Later, National apparentlYplaned o/f the tops if thepyramid shaped bosses. The resultant stamps

with the E grill are points up) and have agrill impression if 11 ry 13mm.

E grill flat top pyramids

Office Cm'l'espond'ing se;J:e;(w!t~{ (- ~

;J!{,R1X$}ip ~-tRte ~r orHtnU ~~r J~'1~t!11
">-' ~ IX /-1' .

9 March 1868 Lawrence, Kansas usage of three copies I-cent E grill



The 1867-1868 Grill Issues

E Grill - Two Cents I Three Cents

Earliest Documented Usages

7 March 1868 New York City usage of 2-cent E grill

r----------------:-----:----:-:'-=:::--~"

12 February 1868 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania usage of 3-cent E grill



Earliest Documented U sase

F Grill - One Cent

In a further alteration to the rylinder used to impress the grilh National apparentlY erased the two

outside rows of bosses. The resultant stamps with the F grill arepoints up, and have agrill impression

width of onlY 9mm. The height is the same 13mm aspreviouslY.

11 August 1868 Dansville, New York usage of 1-cent F grill



Earliest Documented Usages

F Grill - Three Cents I Five Cents

21 March 1868 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania usage of 3-cent F grill

19 August 1868 Saint Marys, Ohio usage of pair 5-cent F grill in combination



The 1867~1868 Grill Issues

F Grill - Ten Cents / Thirty Cents

Earliest Documented. Usages

~-L~.~.

6
~/L..~£)~~ C?a7
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28 May 1868 New York City usage of pair 10-cent F grill

JOHN E. TOUSEY,

CARE OF

JOHN MUNROE & Co.,

7 Rue Scribe,

PARIS, FRANCE.

30 October 1868 New York City usage of 30-cent F grill



Earliest Documented Usages

Z Grill - Twelve Cents

12 February 1868 New York City usage of 12-cent Z grill on overseas cover



The 1869 Issue

Post Office Announcement

!!~~~~~ O!t!~~~

March 1, 1869.

SIR:

At an early day, IN THE REGULAR COURSE OF BUSINESS, the Department will issue to

Postmasters Postage Stamps of new designs. See description annexed.

IN THE PROPOSED ISSUE THE SIX-CENTS STAMP IS SUBRTITUTED FOR THE FIVE-CENTS.

You are required to exhaust all of the present style on hand before supplying the public

with the new; and in no case will you be allowed to make exchanges for individuals, or t.o

return Stamps to the Department to be exchanged.

THE STAMPS NOW IN USE ARE NOT TO BE DISREGARDED, BUT MUST BE RECOGNIZED IN ALL

CASES EQ,UALLY WITH THE NEW ONES.

S]l)c~ial attention is called to the Cact tilat shcets oC all denominations bellow Iii cents

contain li')O Stauups. 'll'lle Ii') cents, and all higher denom.inations, contain 103 StamBls

on eacll shcet. This must be borne in mind to prevent mistakes ill. counting, as ill. thc

pD'csent issue each denomination has but 100 Stalnps to the sheet.

Special requests for the new style of Stamps will be disregarded until the stock of the

present issue in possession of the Department is exhausted.

Due notice will be given of the date of issue of any new design of Stamped Envelope,

therefore all inquiries respecting them will be disregarded.

A. N. ZEVELY,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.

POSTMASTER

-_~_'£~YCu2d········_·_
~- - _ _ _.. __ ~ -

March 1, 1869 Post Office Department announcement of the 1869pictorial issue. Note the sixth paragraph: "Special

requests for the new style of Stamps will be disregarded until the stock of the present issue in possession

of the Department is exhausted." The stamps were not immediatelY distributed as a new issue.



The 1869 Issue

One Cent

Earliest Documented Usage

~a~~/i?~
//#-0~-~

1 April 1869 printed circular, local use at New York City with I-cent



The 1869 Issue

Two Cents

Earliest Documented Usages

C{~
.. . ~

O~ ~.'--
p....~. J f. C 7.

19 March 1869 New York City local usage of 2-cent

The Earliest Documented Usage of any 1869 Issue Denomination



The 1869 Issue

Six Cents / Twelve Cents

Earliest Documented Usages

..

26 April 1869 Alexandria, Virginia usage of 6-cent

" ,
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1 April 1869 New York City usage of 12-cent in combination to Italy



The 1869 Issue Earliest Documented Usage

Twenty-Four Cents

F. ( .\\ Aj e \IV >fc, v-I<:.

v- I ~iE, 1
Co E<JY" lee-\- r>

7 April 1869 New York City usage of 24-cent in combination to China



The 1869 Issue

Thirty Cents

Earliest Documented U sase

22 May 1869 New York City usage of 3D-cent in combination to China



The 1875 Re-Issue Of 1869 Issue

One Cent

Earliest Documented Usage

9 December 1877 Chicago, Illinois usage of pair 1-cent on 3-cent entire to England

The Earliest Reported Usage of Any Re-Issue

It is not known how the re-issues of 1875 were distributed. However, thry were not sent topost offices in the

normal course of business. Most of the known covers were sent l!Y stamp dealers.



The 1870 Issue

One Cent

Earliest Documented Usage Of No Grill

7 May 1870 New York City usage of I-cent, without grill, in combination

Both the grilled and ungrilled stamps if the 1870 issue} printed l!Y the National Bank Note Compaf!J} were issued

simultaneouslY. The grill and no grill varieties have beenfound on the same sheetfor some denominations. Further, it

seems likelY that theproduction process resulted in some sheets receivinggrills while other sheets did not receive grills.

A review if the earliest documented usages supports this. Of the nine denominations to the JOe issued in 1870} five

denominations have earliest documented usages that are the grill variety} whilefour arefor the no grill variety.

The banknote issues were released to the post offices in the normal course if stamp orderfulfillment as supplies if
previous issues was exhausted.



The 1870 Issue

Ten Cents: with grill / no grill

Earliest Documented Usages

~., .
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6 May 1870 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania usage of 10-cent, with grill, in combination

14 May 1870 New York City usage of 10-cent, no grill, in combination with France on piece



The 1870 Issue

Twelve Cents

Earliest Documented U sase Of Grill
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9 July 1870 New York City usage of 12-cent, with grill, in combination



The 1870 Issue

Fifteen Cents

Earliest Documented Usages

2 June 1870 New York City usage of IS-cent, with grill, in combination

/r/LJ ~4'~/b
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24 June 1870 Woodville, Ohio usage of IS-cent, no grill



The 1870 Issue

Twenty Four Cents

Earliest Documented U sase No Grill
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.. :;~:J \ \

~,..;

ftJ· .-
, \"r

\ ,

- ...... 'O ......

,
.... "(

18 November 1870 Rochester, New York usage of 24-cent, no grill, in combination



The 1870 Issue

Thirty Cents

Earliest Documented U sase With Grill

Rev. L. BISSELL,"

-
AHMEDNUGGUR,

Via Southampton.
INDIA.

18 August 1870 Boston, Massachusetts usage of 3D-cent, with grill, in combination



The 1875 Issue

One Cent

Earliest Documented U sase

22 August 1873 Concord, New Hampshire usage of 1-cent on local cover

The Continental Bank Note Compatry was awarded the contract to print stampsfor the Post Office

Department in 1873. Newplates were made to produce the lower denominations.



The 1873 Issue

Two Cents / Three Cents

Earliest Documented Usages

12 July 1873 New York City usage of 2-cent on local use cover

17 July 1873 Syracuse, New York usage of 3-cent on postal entire



The 1873 Issue

Ninety Cents

Earliest Documented U sase

:i

25 June 1875 Brownsville, Texas usage of 90-cent in combination on address panel of a parcel



The 1873 Issue - Soft Papers

Three Cents / Five Cents

Earliest Documented U sag-es

2 July 1878 New York City usage of 3-cent

F. R. OTIS & sox,
PROVISIOK MERCHANTS,

OTIS BUILDINGS,

Cor. State & }'fadison CHTC.\GO.

16 January 1879 Chicago, Illinois usage of 5-cent

The Continental Bank Note Compa'!J consolidated with the American Bank Note Compa'!J on February 4, 1879. The soft

paper varieties are usuallY listed as a separate issue of the American Bank Note Compa'!J. However, as the above examples

demonstrate, the softpaper was introdu?'ed while stillunder Continental control These stamps are moreproperlY considered to be

varieties of the 1873 issue.



The 1873 Issue - Soft Paper Earliest Documented Usage

Ten Cents

5 October 1878 New York City usage of lO-cent



The 1873 Departmental Issue

Three Cent Treasury Department

First Day of Issue

1 July 1873 Washington, D.C. usage of 3-cent Treasury Official

Special adhesivesfor Government Departments werefirst issued on JulY 1, 1873.



The 1876 Centennial Issue Postal Stationery Earliest Documented U sase

19 May 1876 Centennial Station, Philadelphia usage of 3-cent postal entire in combination

The first commemorative issue of postal stationery was introduced in 1876 at the Centennial celebration in

Philadelphia. The envelopes were sold on the grounds commencing Mtry 10, 1876.



The 1873 Departmental Issue

Six Cents Treasury Department

Earliest Documented U sase

10 July 1873 Washington, D.C.

usage of 6-cent Treasury Official



The 1879 Issue

Thirty Cents

"

..
""t

/ ~ .. f·r A~

Earliest Documented. Usage

5 April 1881 Chicago, Illinois usage of 30-cent

All of the thirry cent stamps on softpaper can be seifefy be attributed as beingproduced fry American.



The 1879 Issue

Ninety Cents

Earliest Documented Usage •
~
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- 1=124 June 1882 New York City usage •
C>

of 90-cent in combination c..> ~
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The 1879 P ostag-e Due Issue

One Cent / Two Cents

Earliest Documented Usages

4 July 1879 New York City usage of I-cent due in combination on cover from France

27 July 1879 New York City usage of 2-cent due in combination on inbound Naval cover

Specialadhesivesforpostage due mai4 to show amountpaid!?y recipient, werefirst issuedin 1879. The stamps

were affixed !?y postal clerks.



The 1879 Postage Due Issue

Three Cents / Ten Cents

Earliest Documented Usages

Dtle 3

t ' t 1 /

(,.

20 June 1879 Warrensburgh, New York usage of 3-cent due on inbound domestic cover

7 October 1879 New York City usage of 10-cent due on inbound cover from England



The 1881 Re-Engraved Issues

One Cent

Earliest Documented Usages

/I~S~

~£~
([)~ eo,!

c#~ftrV1(

2 November 1881 Canandaigua, New York transit backstamp on Chicago, Illinois usage of 1-cent

The American Bank Note Compatry re-engraved dies of the one cent cent in 1881. The stampsproducedfrom the new dies

were distributed in the normal course of stamp orderfu!fillment.



The 1882 Re-Engraved Issue

Ten Cents

Earliest Documented Usage

4 May 1882 Centre Lisle, New York usage of lO-cent in combination

The American Bank Note Compatry re-engraved dies of the ten cent in 1882. The stampsproducedfrom the

new die were distributed in the normal course of stamp orderfu!ftllment.



The 1883 Issue

Two Cents

First Day of Issue

First Day of Rate

After 10 d~YI. llet1ll'll to

PEARSON & WALLACE,
~UNDERTAKERS,~
63 1l~llove: St... KANCIlE:STEll. N. Il.

1 October 1883 Manchester, New Hampshire usage of 2-cent

The two cent 1883 issue was automaticallY distributed to largerpost officesprior to the October 1, 1883 iffective

date if theAct if March 3, 1883. The Actloweredthepostal ratefrom three cents to two centsfor aprepaidletter

to one-ha!f ounce.



The 1883 Issue

Two Cents Stationery

First Day of Issue

First Day of Rate

1 October 1883 Bridgeport, Connecticut usage of 2-cent entire

3 October 1883 Brimfield, Massachusetts forwarded with 2-cent adhesive

Two Reported Examples Used on First Day

The two cent 1883 postal stationery entire was also automaticallY distributed to largerpost ifftces prior to the

October 1, 1883 effective date of theActof March 3, 1883. TheActloweredthepostalratefrom three cents to two

centsfor aprepaid letter to one-ha!f ounce.



The 1883 Issue

Four Cents, Two Cents

First Day of Issue

E. H. ACKERMAN,
PLAINFIELD,

Union Co., NEW JERSEY.

1 October 1883 New York City, souvenir usage of 4-cent and 2-cem

The Only Reported Example

The four cent 1883 issue was also automatical(y distributed to largerpost ifficesprior to the October 1, 1883

effective date if the Act if March 3, 1883. The stamp was intended to be used to prepqy the double two cent

domesticpostal rate.

The addressee was a famous earlY stamp collector, and Representative to United States Congress, Ernest R

Ackerman. This cover is the earliest reported example if aphilatelicfirst dqy cover.



The 1887 Issue
One Cent

Earliest Documented. Usage

15 July 1887 Albuquerque, New Mexico Territory usage of i-cent

The American Bank Note Compa'!J changed the design 0/ the one cent stamp in 1887.



The 1888 Issue

Four Cents

Earliest Documented Usage

18 January 1889 Westchester,

Pennsylvania usage of 4-cent in

combination



The 1888 Issue

Thirty Cents

Earliest Documented. U sase

7 September 1888 New York City

usage of 30-cent in combination



The 1890 Issue

One Cent / Two Cent Carmine

If not delh ercd in 5 days, return to

--T JOHN F. SEYBOLD, 0(00-

Cor. Butternut & Park Sts.,
SYRACUSE, N. Y.

Earliest Documented Usages

27 February 1890 Syracuse, New York usage of 1-cent in combination

( (

(

11 March 1890 Cates, Tennessee usage of 2-cent carmine

The smallersize 1890 issue wasprinted ry The American Bank Note Compaf!J. The two cent stamp was originallYprintedin a

deep lake shade but was soon replaced ry the carmine shade.



The 1890 Issue

Three Cents / Six Cents

Earliest Documented Usages

28 February 1890 Paterson, New Jersey usage of 3-cent in combination

~~ O_~
C. WITT, /~'3 ~

O. 70A.~

0-. y:: t/uJ{ /"":" ~~eA'

:1-7 ~ 9nM~ ""'.

~~

5"959',,75" QfNT

190th S1 & lQ1b be.,
NEW YORK CITY.

I:sarbe3:1a :es:::@lliiat'h.,

8 May 1890 New York City usage of 6-cent in combination



The 1890 Issue

Thirty Cents

Earliest Documented Usage

~

ml»ri'
. W :t)

'.--~ ::c> __
I." _ ..

l ~.-. '--f. ~
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14 April 1890 Charleston, South

Carolina usage of 3D-cent



The 1894 Special Delivery Issue

Ten Cents, New Design

Earliest Documented. U sase

25 October 1894 Worcester, Massachusetts usage of lO-cent Special Delivery

Special Delivery service, for an additionalfee 0/ ten cents, was introduced in 1885

and special stamps were issued The design was altered in 1894.



The 1897- 1898 Issues, Colors Changed

Two Cents / Five Cents

Earliest Documented U sases

18 November 1897 Forest Glen, Maryland usage of 2-cent red, type IV

/°7 ~~~~
- .

~'tpCL
,

19 March 1898 New Haven, Connecticut usage of 5-cent blue



The 1897'"' 1898 Issues 7 Colors Changeel
Six Cents / Ten Cents

Earliest Documented Usages

EG' NO,.J.y~

1;1 not delivt:Ted aJtt:T ten d(~tp; r-dtl'l7l

TO

D. B. SMITH
Box 4. CLARkSFIELD. OHIO.

Huron Co'
l)ealer &, Colltctm' 0/
8tamp6, Coins, Curiosit'ies &, Relica.
q-l-ot rcopousible for letlerslos\ in transit l ~

uulc.. they are REGlSTEHED.

drl~. f /l ~MO
);tevrladJ

cf'(,'/

1.3 March 1899 Clarksville, Ohio usage of 6-cent lake

10 December 1898 Ellenville, New York usage of 10-cent brown



The 1893 Columbian Series

Two Cents

First Day of Issue

1 January 1893 New York City, souvenir usage of 2-cent Columbian

Five Reported Examples

The 1893 World's Columbian Exposition issue 0/ commemorative stamps consisted 0/ fifteen different

denominations. The stamps were made available to Postmasters) upon special request, in advance 0/ the official

release date 0/January 1) 1893.



The 1893 Columbian Series

One Cent, Two Cents

First Day of Issue

1 January 1893 New York City, i-cent souvenir first day prepared by CA. Burger

Three Reported Examples

1 January 1893 New York City, 2-cent souvenir first day prepared by CA. Burger

Five Reported Examples

The 1893 World's Columbian Exposition issue of commemorative stamps consistedoffifteen different denominations. The

stamps were made available to Postmasters, upon specialrequest, in advance of the officialrelease date ofJanuary 1, 1893.



The 1893 Columhian Series

Three Cents. Four Cents

First Day of Issue

1 January 1893 New York City, 3-cent souvenir first day prepared by CA. Burger

Two Reported Examples

230P1l

~

C cr tJ?/VL~
/tn -/iI~-

?l{!~

1 January 1893 New York City, 4-cent souvenir first day prepared by CA. Burger

Two Reported Examples

The abovepair0/ covers, addressedto CA. Burger, arepart0/ the set0/ six coverspreparedas souvenirsfor the new stamp issue.



The 1893 Columbian Series

Five Cent, Ten Cents

c:atld
dJ-f~ tf?ru/

/7, !ICJ!r

First Day of Issue

1 January 1893 New York City, 5-cent souvenir first day prepared by CA. Burger

Two Reported Examples

1 January 1893 New York City, 10-cent souvenir first day prepared by CA. Burger

Two Reported Examples

The abovepair if covers, addressedto CA. Burger, arepart if the set if six coverspreparedas souvenirsfor the new stamp issue.



The 1893 Columbian Series

Fifteen Cents

26 January 1893 Washington, D.C. usage of

pair IS-cent Columbian issue

Earliest Documented U sase

,

Although it is believed that thefifteen

cent Columbian stamps were available

atpostifftcesonJanuary 1, 1893, the

above cover is the earliest usage that

has been documented



The 1893 Columbian Series

Three Dollar, Four Dollar

Earliest Documented U sase

24 March 1893 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 3-dollar souvenir cover

24 March 1893 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 4-dollar souvenir cover

Although it is believed that both the three dollar andfour dollar Columbian stamps were available atpost rffices on

January 1) 1893) the above covers are the earliest documented usages.



The 1893 Columbian Series Postal Stationery

One Cent

Earliest Documented U sase

~ ?1J~ AJ"f~

~///~ L~/~d~

=---------

31 March 1893 New York City usage of i-cent Columbian entire in combination

The 1893 World's Columbian Exposition series 0/ commemorative stamps was supplemented l?J an issue 0/postal

stationery. Four denominations wereprepared but were not released until eifter the stamp issue.



The 1893 Columhian Series Postal Stationery

Two Cents I Five Cents

Earliest Documented Usages

.r,

20 March 1893 New York City usage of 2-cent postal entire in combination

A;~. ;;t;

~l~'
~/·

J-1 ...., .
-.

MARgo 189

30 March 1893 Bethlehem, Pennsylvania usage of 5-cent postal entire



The 1894 Issue
One Cent / Two Cents

Earliest Documented Usages

COAL.

CONEMAUGH
SOFT

/~
/~ )
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'., /) \4 \'j....,. .~------ ;;-

MUrl,ster Coal Co.,

ALTOONA,

P. O. Box 6. Penna.

17 October 1894 Canal Dover, Ohio usage of 1-cent ultramarine in combination

CJeveland stnne Co.,

Ohio.

Cleveland,

16 October 1894 Buffalo, New York usage of 2-cent pink

The Bureau cf Engraving and Printing beganproducing stamps in 1894. Theirfirst series was similar toprevious designs except

that triangles were added in the top corners. Colors shown above asfirst issued.



The 1894 Issue

Three Cents / Eight Cents

FRANK P. BROWN,

P. O. Box, 1230,

BOSTON.

f

Earliest Documented Usages

j -::.---..-....-....._-

; . .'. CiS T;-;E::-::R:-E-~

~. ·$j'ON, 1tI.ASS
N V .1 1894 .

/I~

1 November 1894 Boston, Massachusetts usage of 3-cent in combination

8 May 1895 Ft. McPherson, Georgia usage of 8-cent in combination



The 1894 Issue

One Dollar

Earliest Documented U sase

, i<. Wiegmann
I MOUN'r VERNON

. roscy Co Iud

IlBDisterel1 No.13 ..

18 January 1895 Heusler, Indiana philatelic usage of 1-dollar



The 1895 Issue, Watermarked Paper

Two Cents

THE LAWYERS' MORTGAGE INSURANCE CO.,

37 & 39 LIBERTY ST., NEW YORK.

Earliest P ossible Usage

'<

3 ..~~~~!r:.

,

2 May 1895 New York City usage of 2-cent, type I

The Earliest Possible Usage of a Watermarked Stamp

The Bureau of Engraving andPrinting switchedto the use of watermarkedpaperin 1895. A postaldocument specifiedthat

Mqy 2, 1895 was the date the new watermarked stamps were released to thepublic.

Allof the stamps on cover shown in this section of the exhibit have been lifted to verify watermarks andare now hinged into

place back onto the original covers.



The 1895 Issue, Watermarked Paper

One Cent / Three Cents

Earliest Documented. Usages

19, 21, 23 k 2;) Woodbridge St. Wcst,

RETURN AFTER FIVE DAyS.

"'..,~,

;,.",!)
:~.~.. ':

, .'

LICHTENBERG & SONS,

COMMISSION MERCHANTS,

MICHIGAN.DETROIT,

, "

16 May 1895 Detroit, Michigan usage of 1-cent

31 January 1896 New York City usage of 3-cent



The 1895 Issue, Watermarked Paper

Two Cent Shades

J)J-:

Earliest Documented U sag-es

28 May 1895 Fitchburg, Massachusetts usage of 2-cent carmine (original shade)

r
ESTABLISHED 1886.

A. H, Weston, Manager of the Real Estate It PaviIion II

2886 FULTON STREET,~ 26th WARD,

'.: '" [formerly East New York.]
. BOROUGH OP BROOKLYN,

LeORNER JEROME STR,~ET.] NEW YORK, EAST.

Between the Van Siclen and Cleveland Street Stations of the" Brooklyn-Union"
(NOT the" Kings County") 'V Road. Trolleys pass the door.

REAL ESTATE IN ALL ITS BRANCHES.

8 December 1897 Brooklyn, New York usage of 2-cent pink (changed color)



The 1895 Issue7 Watermarked Paper

Four Cents / Five Cents

~-

Earliest Documented U sases

22 July 1895 Millbury, Massachusetts usage of 4-cent on postal entire

J?'ost Q'ffic.e gitpatbn.eui.
"E OF FIRST ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL.

DEAD LETTER OFFICE.
OFFICIAL BUSINESS.

's c11velope C2.11 lawhlly be used only by an Officer of the United States on
Official Business of the Governmcnt, The nse of it to lIvoid p:l.ym~nt of
po£tag~ on private ~atter of any kind is punishable by a fine of $300,

.~ h ~ m1 nAA-.Q._

k~~

12 September 1895 Washington, D.C. usage of 5-cent on penalty envelope



The 1895 Issue, Watennarked Paper

Eight Cents / Ten Cents

Earliest Documented Usages

.', .

11 September 1895 New York City usage of 4-cent in combination

,..------,-------------------=--.....=:;..-'--

REOlST ED.
BOSTON. 1\('\- ~9..

JUl S5 189f)
.ID; .

4;~ Q
I ....

25 July 1895 Boston, Massachusetts usage of 10-cent



The 1897'" 1898 Issues, Colors Changed
Fifteen Cents

Earliest Documented Usage

3 March 1899 New York City usage of IS-cent olive green

.-\.;........ .r.. -

reduced image of backstamps



The 1898 Trans-Mississippi Exposition Series

Two Cents

RETURN AFTER 3 DAYS TO

Trans-Mississippi &International Exposition,
General Offi::~,\~axton Bldg.~ 16th & Farnam, ot::;i-i At NEB.

, OMAHA, NEB. JUN W 530PM '98=::::~;

Io'\va College,

Grinnell, Iowa.

Musical Depto

First Day of Issue

-­.-.-

17 June 1898 Omaha, Nebraska usage of 2-cent Trans-Mississippi Exposition issue

official imprint cover of the Exposition which was held in Omaha, Nebraska

The 1898 Trans-Mississippi Exposition issue if commemorative stamps consisted if nme different

denominations. According to a letter sent to postmasters on June II, 1898, shown on followingpage, the stamp

distribution to offices began onJune 10. Stamps were made available onlY upon special request. June 17, 1898 is

considered to be thefirst dcry if issue with most values being known used on that date.



The 18 8 Trans...Mississi Post Office Circular

3337-b.

OFFICE OF THE THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL,

WASHINGTON, D. C., June 11, 1898.

TRANS=MISSISSIPPI-" OMAHA" EXPOSITION STAMPS.

Marquette on the Mississippi Dark green.

I D""oMmATWN

i-cent- _

SUBJECT OF ILLUSTRATION. COLOR.

2-cent _ Farming in the West-Plowing Copper red.

I TpnwJl Hunting Buffalo __ Orrmg:l'

5-cent _ Fr~ont on the Rocky Mountains _______________ Dark blue.

8-cent Troops Guarding Wagon Train Dark lilac.

lO-cent- I Hardships of Emigration __ __ ____ ________ Slate.

50-cent Mining Prospector ..! Olive.
I

I ~~----------------I Cattle in a Storm Black.

L-----------I Saint Louis Mississippi Bridge - - -- ----I Light brown.

The issue of these stamps began June 10th, and will cease December 31st, 1898.

They 'will be valid for postage without limit of time.

These stamps, as well as others, can be had only by purchase and of postmasters; and P(1..
masters can secure them only by using the blank form of requisition designed for that purpose,

and issued through the Division of Supplies, Office of the First Assistant Postmaster Genoral.
- -

This blank is designated" 3201-0maha," and is printed on yellow paper.

Not less than 10 of the 50-cent nor 5 of either the $1 or $2 stamps are furnished to post­

masters. Collectors at small offices where these are not found should apply to one of the 1GD

first-class post offices named in the Postal Guide, which may be consulted at any post office.

They will be supplied by mail from those post offices upon receipt of the face value, return

postage, and registry fee.

\

5-4057



The 1898 Trans-Mississippi Exposition Series

One Cent, Five Cents

First Day of Issue

Herrn liermn"1n August kA.h.

BADEN - BADEN.

GERMANY.

17 June 1898 Washington, D.C., I-cent souvenir cover

One of Five First Day Usages Reported

,~=-~~~---~--."...----------."..----="...--,-..-------....

.I~--~:-.--

BADEN - BADEN.

G E R MAN Y.

17 June 1898 Washington, D.C., 5-cent souvenir cover

One of Three First Day Usages Reported



The 1898 Trans-Mississippi Exposition Series

One Cent, Two Cents, Four Cents, Five Cents

First Day of Issue

17 June 1898 Camden, New Jersey usage of I-cent, 2-cent (2), 4-cent, 5-cent(2)

Trans-Mississippi Exposition stamps on 4-cent entire to Ootacamund, India

correctly prepaid triple rate letter plus registry fee



The 1901 Pan...American Series

Complete Set

First Day of Issue

1 May 1901 Boston, Massachusetts usage of complete set on registered cover.

Fewer than Fifteen Complete Sets on First Day Covers Reported

The 1901 Pan-American Exposition issue if commemorative stamps consisted if six different denominations. The

stamps were made available to Postmasters, upon special request, prior to the o/ficialrelease date if Mcry 1, 1901 which

was the opening date if the Exposition held in Buffalo, New YOrk.



The 1901 P an...American Series

Two Cents + Eight Cents Comhination

RETURN IN ~ DAYS TO

J. M. BARTELS co.,
STAMP DEALERS AND PUBLISHERS.

WASHINGTON, D. C.

)

First Day of Issue

1 May 1901 Washington, D.C. usage of 8-cent and 2-cent on registered cover.

Four Covers Reported With This Combination

The 1901 Pan-American Exposition issue of commemorative stamps consisted of six different denominations. The

stamps were made available to Postmasters, upon specialrequest, prior to the o/ficialrelease date of Mqy 1, 1901 which

was the opening date of the Exposition held in Btiffalo, New YOrk.



The 1901 P an~American Series

One Cent

First Day of Issue

~~,~-.vV~lA

~~~.

1 May 1901 Buffalo, New York usage of i-cent on cover

official imprint cover of the Exposition which was held in Buffalo, New York

Covermatled fry DavidC Warner, an expositionpoliceman. A portion rif his qffidavitwhidJ states thatthis coverbears thefirst

Pan-Americ-an stamp soldatthe exposition, andthatitwas thefirst lettermailedfrom the expositiongrounds is shown below.

I was the 13th Pan-American Policeman appointed and com­
missioned a New York state Policeman by GOvernor Theodore Roosevelt in
June 1900.

A few weeks before the Exposition opened on M~ 1st, 1901,
I became one of the Mid-way Squad and patroled the Mid-way while the
Concessionaires were getting ready for Opening Day.

The Pan-American Post Office was located at the corner
of the Mall and the Mid-way on my beat and thus I became well acquainted
with the Postmaster, thus having direct information when the Postoffice
would be opened for business.

I was on my beat when Mr. Heinz, the Superintendent
opened the Post-office May 1st, 1901 and he sold me the First Pan-American
ConDneuoration Stamp, which I placed on a letter to your mother as being
the first letter mailed in the pan-American postal section on the Pan-American
Exposition grounds. This letter was immediately hand-cancelled by Mr. Heinz.



The 1901 Pan-American Series

One Cent Inverted Center

Two Cent Inverted Center

Earliest Documented Usages

f~
/

AUG
.c:) . ' ~

190 I

r .~/

I J2 1'- .rf;tl'-{, :J. a,)I;

A 4Z..- U !/I-'vl-'';---:

2 August 1901 Bessamer, Alabama local use cover with I-cent stamp with inverted center

The Earliest of Three on Cover Usages of the One Cent Inverted Center

The one cent 1901 Pan-American Exposition issue with inverted center is reported to have been discovered atBesseme0

Alabama) !?y the CarrelJewelry Compaf!Y in 1904.

26 February (1902) Brooklyn, New York postmark 2-cent stamp with inverted center

The Only Two Cent Inverted Center with a Dated Cancel

There are no examples if the two cent 1901 Pan-American Exposition issue with inverted center known on cover. Of

the seven reported used examples) this is the on!J one that bears a datedpostmark.



The 1902 - 1903 Issue

Thirteen Cents

OFFICE OF

~iCOND ASS'T POSTMASTER

Earliest Documented U sase

18 November 1902 Washington, D.C. usage of 13-cent in combination

The thirteen cent stamp was thejirst denomination of the 1902-1903 series to be issued Stamps

werejirstavailablefor sale at Washington, D.c. on November 18, 1902.



The 1902 - 1903 Issue

Three Cents / Five Cents

PAN-AMERICAN EXPOSITION 1901.

Earliest Documented Usages

'7-- ilLf.,{;} §eyVL I

/'~~f4, 10 ~( 1i~d~t)

" ~ 4 rcrlM. 7h/nfl~ ~~~ , LI

1(}Jewt;dt~d ..

19 March 1903 Hecker, Illinois usage of 3-cent in combination
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9 February 1903 Chicago, Illinois usage of 5-cent



The 1902 ~ 1903 Issue

Six Cents I Ten Cents

Earliest Documented U sag-es

r. ,
,

. ,.

ER F I \T E DAYS RETURN TO

lei H. DU BOSE
DEALER IN

"eral Mer c han dis e
G U E NOT, GEORGIA, U. S. A.

IPS A SID ELI N E OF 0 L D

8.. M P S AND INDIAN R ELI C S .

~~~

8 May 1903 Hugenot, Georgia usage of 6-cent in combination

12

iJr: ) ..~,: ~L_
, d- / g-C,._L~

"A¥-
~.

12 March 1903 New York City usage of 10-cent



Earliest Documented U sasesThe 1902 .. 1903 Issue

Two Dollars / Five Dollars
--====================:;'[

....

-.--
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1: _-! rl.~
'---*

17 February 1904 Nahiku, Hawai usage of 2-dollar and 5-dollar in combination on canvas wrapper



The 1904 Louisiana Purchase Series

Two Cents, Three Cents, Five Cents

RETURN IN fiVE DAYS TO

H. MEKEEL STAMP & PUBLISHING CO.
ST. LOUIS, MO., U. S. A.

Pre-Release Date U sase

3814 estminster

st. Jpuis, M

Isaac CO(lk, Jr at
I

, ,.,

29 April 1904 St. Louis, Missouri usage of 2-cent, 3-cent, and 5-cent on registered cover.

The Only Reported Combination Cover Used This Date

Although the o/Jicialrelease datefor the Louisiana Exposition issue of commemorative stamps wasApri130, 1904 to correspond

with the opening of the Exposition in St. Louis, the above cover is evidence that the St. Louispost o/JiceprematurelY distributed

some stamps.



EDWIN C. MADDEN,
Third Ass't P. M, Gen'l.

The 1904 Louisiana Purchase Series

LOUISIANA PURCHASE COMMEMORA·
TIVE SERIES OF POSTAGE STAMPS.

OFFICE OF THIRn ASS'T P. M. GEN'L,
WASHINGTON, D. C., Mar. 22,1904.

1. Postmasters are notified that a special
series of stamps in five denominations, to com­
memorate the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, and
known as the commemorative series of 1904,
will be issued beginning Apr. 21 for sale to the
public during the term of the Louisiana Pur_
chase Exposition, from April 30 to December
1, 1904. They must not be sold to the public
before or after this period.

2. The denominations aud subjects of these
stamps are as follows:

One-cent, green; subject, Robert R. Livi~g­
ston United States Minister to France, who
conducted the negotiations for the Louisiana
Purchase.

Two-cent, red; Thomas Jefferson, President
of the United States at the time of the Pur­
chase.

Three-cent, purple; James Monroe, special
am bassador to France in the matter of the
Purchase, who with Livingston' closed the
negotiations.

Five-cent, blue; William McKinley, who as
President of the United States approved the
Acts of Congress officially connecting the
United States Gov.ernment with the commem­
orative exposition.

Ten-cent, brown; United States' map show­
ing the territory of the Purchase.

3. This series of stamps will not be issued in
book form.

4. There will be no commemorative issue
of stamped envelopes, newspaper wrappers,
postal cards, special-delivery or due stamps.

5. The stamps of the commemorative series
of 1904 are not to be sold exclusively in place
of stamps of the regular issue. A supply of
the latter must be carried in stock by all post­
masters. Stamps of the commemorative or
of the regular issue will be supplied according
to the preference of the purchaser.

6. The value of commemorative stamps
handled must he included by postmasters in
Articles A, B, C, D, and 1 of their quarterly
reports to the Auditor.

7. Postmasters of the presidential class will
each month use the page foJJowing that on
which their record of reguillor issues is entered,
in stock acconot book No. 3240-3. to keep a
separate record of stamps of the 1904 com­
memorative issue.

8. The April, 1903, edition of stock report
form 3240 provides lines headed ." Special
I~snes," which should be used by postmasters
of the presidential class in their monthly
stock statements, with the heading "Com­
memorative Series of 1904" written in, to re-
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port number and valne of the commemorative
stamps handled.

9. Money received from the sale of stamps of
the 1904 commemorative issue shonld not be
kept separate, but must be placed with other
postal receipts and accounted for in the usual
manner.

INSTRUOTIONS FOR MAKING REQUISITIONS.
10. To secure stamps of the commemorative

series of 1904 postmasters must use the regular
requisition form 3201, and write a large plain
capital letter "C" (representing the word
.. Commemorative ") in the space below the
word" County," at the top of the blank. If
this letter .. C" is placed elsewhere on the
blank, the reqUisition will not be filled. Post- ,
masters need not write a communication in
connec'tion with the requisition to inform the
Department that the commemorative stamps
are wanted; the. letter "C" written in the
proper position on form 3201 is sufficient.

11. Requisition for the commemorative
stamps must not be made on the same sheet
nsed to order the regular issue of postage
stamps, postal cards, or stamped envelopes,
but on a separate form 3201; otherwise the
requisition will be returned to the postmaster
unfilled.

1'2. The postmaster's average sales, including
those of stamps of the commemorative issue
after any have been solel, must appear in the
space provided therefor at the top of the
requisition blank.

13. The Department will not expedite or
H rush" reqUisitions for the commemorative
stamps: they will be shipped about a week
after receipt of requisition (see paragraph 14). ,

14. It is possible the demand for the com­
memorative stamps may be so heavy that all
requisitions can not be filled so promptly as
indicated in paragraph 13. This notice is
given that postmasters may not enter into un­
necessary correspondence with the Depart­
ment if delivery is somewhat delayed.

15. Requisitions made by. telegraph, or in
any other manner than on form 3201 as in­
struced in paragraph 10 hereof, will not be
filled.

16. The Department will reduce any requi­
sition which appears excessive, or in case all
the stamps called for can not for any reason
be supplied.

17. The invoice which accompanies ship­
ments of commemorative stamps, as well as
invoices for all other stamp supplies, must be
signed by postmasters and sent to the Third
Assistant Postmaster General immediately on
receipt of tbe stocl. (see section 331, P. L.
and R.).



The 1904 Louisiana Purchase Series

Complete Set

First Day of Issue
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30 April 1904 New York City, souvenir usage of complete set from Scott Stamp & Coin. Co.

The Only Reported Example of Complete Set on First Day Cover

The 1904 Louisiana Purchase Exposition issue if commemorative stamps consisted if five different

denominations. The stamps were made available to Postmasters, upon special request, prior to the qfftcial release

date if April 30, 1904.


