The Twi'sted Mmc[ of a Philatelist

Collecting anything involves a slight degree of
obsessive-compulsive behavior and often goes well
into the realm of mental illness. Collecting stamps
and covers? Well, let’s just say there’s no cure.

This exhibit represents a lifetime of collecting.
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“One corpse” cost $30 for shipping in 1864
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Donner Party for Dinner |
Addressed to James F. Reed, famous/member of the Donner Party |
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Jamés F. Reed and his wife, Margret
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Homo Desmodus

“Order of the Vampires” New York City, October 1892
and Transylvania, birthplace of Vlad Tepes (Dracula)




Rattus Norvegicus
Mother and her twins




Safe Sex

Advertisement for condoms in 1855 with free sample!




Unsafe Sex

Letter from a Civil War prostitute to her “friend”
signed “Your second wife” and admonishing him
for telling her “stiff P’s knows no conscious”
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Really Unsafe Sex
Masonic Lodge special notice for a meeting to expel a member

“for violating the chastity of a [Member’s] daughter”
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A Potential Result of Unsafe Sex

Copopa, Ohio, postmaster-name duplex
R. 1. Bastard Jr.




“Weather’s Fine. Wish You Were Here.”

Postcards from China in 1904 showing tourist attractions:
An opium den and beheading

Copyright —Nachdruck verboten
Touts droits reservis
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Un'esecuzione i Cina
Uneexdention en Chine
An execution in Ching
Kine Ksepution in Chion
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My Grounds for Divorce Wasn’t This Interesting
Early 20th Century advertising card for Pond’s Bitters




A New Leg and She’s as Good as Moo

Victorian era hand-illustrated covers to a cattle dealer

RKIRKE

ﬂsrr cultural

Batly's Uross-road, las a cow which, about four months 7
ago, had jts right front leg cut off below the knee hy
‘a railway train, A veterinary surgeon dressed the wound,
and tied up the arteries so skilfully that the cow recovered. |
<ept in the stable until a few days ago, when a
neighbour, 4 cabinet maker, made for her a wooden leg,
which was strapped to the stump. The cow hopped along
holding the injured leg up for a day or two, but now she
has concluded to use the wooden attachment, and limug
ik anite comfortably wpon 4, and seems to be in good
health.—Farmer's Journal, ]
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Mrs, Mary Gravley, of
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It’s Not Stealing 1f You’re the Postmaster

Illegal use of revenue stamps to pay registration fee
by the postmaster of Stony Point, Maine, in 1888




New Issue Service in 1864
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Patriotic cover from a stamp collector to dealer A. C. Kline i

requesting “5¢ Jefferson (Brown)” mstead of Red Brown |
(see note on back)




It Helps to Have Friends in High Places
White House Chief of Staff Karl Rove Mails in Bids
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Postage Due from The National Postal Museum

And you wonder why the Postal Service is in the red?

Fia g
Smithsofian
Philatelic
Achievement

Award

National Postal Museum
2 Massachusetts Avenue NE
Washington, DC 20560-0570
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Return to Sender
Additional 12¢ Required for Nonmachinable Surcharge )
Items 1 oz. or less with any of the following cannot be processed
on Postal Service sorting machines:
a. Square letters.
b. Height exceeds 6-1/8 inches, or length exceeds 11-1/2 inches,
or thickness exceeds 1/4 inch.

¢. Length (dimension parallel to the address) divided by height is

less than 1.3 or more than 2.5.
. Clasps, strings, buttons, or similar closure devices.
. Too rigid or contains items that cause uneven thickness.
Address is parallel to the shorter dimension.

Affix 12¢ additional postage, remove this label, and remail.
Label 100, July 2002 5)—/?
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To Be Sold When I’'m Dead

Ameripex Black-Omitted Souvenir Sheet - Unique on CQVQI‘!!!
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