
THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR:

THROUGH-THE-LINES PRISONER MAIL

Ezhibit Foau and Stru.etuN'; This uhibit preUDU prisoner of war m;ul th1.1 crosud due hnes through
fl.,g of truce uthangn: that Wffe pennined by the Union and Confedente StaId dunng tbe AmeriQll CiVIl
Wu. h is structured in two sections - COVff$ from CSA prisons traveling northbound and conf$ from Unioo
prUonl tnvdmg 5O\llhbound. 1he sub-huders 011 each ~e present key informatIOn regardtng IWogf, the
pri$on$, and/or hislorial conlul- The Clptions descnbf, the po$Lll ",tel, umqlM' handsbmp iJld lTWluscript
censor, and «mllnff nurbngs applied by pnson sUB" OlIId d!stria provosl llUt$h.Jls who in$pected th.. mail
iJld, ,{known, tM point ofw.::m.ng.. under lUg oft""," and tfw rout.. tM ,ova trlIvd~

PrisonerM~I from y-ptured CSA Soldier Held /It UDiOD PriSOD lit Fort lhl/lWV?
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An enmple of.t through4he.. bne:s us;age tnYelmg southbound, beanng COl'Tm US .tn':! CSA
po6bge (~ 1861 .tnd 10e' Die A, rapedlvd)'} .tn':! .In onI h.tndsl:.tmp (etUQI"'S nurkingapplied .It
Fort DebW.tre, wltich W.tS used from Apnl to Oaober 1864. The C(lVr:r W.tS ucll.tngtd underfl.tg of
tRl(e at Fortress Monroe:and mtem:lthe CSA m.tib in Riclunond, Vrrgml.t on 13 Septembft 1864.

Historical Background: Rag of I""" nchanges £ac,!'I.lted through-the-Iinell POW corn:spondmce. The
first pnSOMn~ tUm by 1M Confed~t .. Army on 21 April 1861, md euty POW covers :on scm:e
bea~ntllher sid.. initially confined captuud enemy 50Iwers to a camp or pruon. AI the conflict progressed,
the necessity of illCMCenting prisoners beam.. obvious hut the dullMVS usodattd WIth housing ;,md
freding the eJ:p;,mding populations ltd to a fomuJ eJ:(11anv progr;un in whidl pnsonen wen required to be
p.troled within 10 lb)" of capture. This pndl(e endtd In April 1864 when Gmu.ll Gnnt decl.trtd tlut
oontinuous redrrolation of troops would eventually lead to the eJ:ternllll..ttion of all able-bodied Southerners.
This decision we.tk....ed the Confedency and accelented its ev....tu.tl surrender, but re$Ulttd in uploding
prison poplll.ttions, deterionting oondltions, and imm....R hUJlU.n suffering. POW coven from this period .Ire
more common and theR letten repreRnt perhaps the most significant human element of the Civil War JlU.ils.

Bold Itatementl dn"ibe important item. and upedally rare (oven are fn.med in a Red BnI' for eale in identification.
Every item hal alleasl one certificale from The Philatell( Foundation or The Conft'd..nte Stillllp Alliance.

I



CONFEDERATE PRISONS

Use of Outer and Inner Envelopes First Period Usages

flag of Iluce actung" were pnnllttN (rom July 1861 10 Seplemba- 1862 and July 1863 to June 186S ­
during the intenm, sueh uch.:ongu we~ sus!,""nd~ Rag olU'UcelertfiS from POWs were 115ual1ymdosed in
M\ inM\'" m~lotn. whkh was p1xed mside another tnvdopt :and m.ailni. with ~uind pOSl:.l~ to th.. fbg of
tn>(e "(twlgt J"O'0I. The innerm~ wu ellhtt $Wllpe<l with nquind postage for the m:eMng posuI
system or nwbd du~ and~ outer mwl~wu dlsc:vdrd at the~ point. Unpooid lcutIS entering
the Northrrn posuI sysum from pnv:llIrs ;and non-commissioned officers wne to br ciw'ged 3C if propety
cert.lfied as a IOIdier's letter by a commJwoned officer. Pusuge for oflicfn wu 3C If~d and 6e due if
unpaid.

Inner m,~lope from Lt. 8=w'd B.
VUW, Union POW hdd at Ligon's
Tobacco Woanbouse, Richmond,
to North Otford MA, endorwd
"Sold. letter Mg. Hernrnln
U.S.A." (Gen. Wool', suff) applied
at Fortress Monroe and incorrectly
hand~~mped "Due 3" forunp~id

soldier's leiter despite VURI's rank
as an officer, which required 6¢.
V~ss;ll w~s a nephewofRed Cross
founder Clara &rlon and was
captured at Inll's Bluff(Leesburg)
on 21 October 1861.

•
" "

Sml f'rom Umon officer •
,

held as POW at Libby ,'- ,
•,
•

PriIOD, Richmond, mner --.,: ,·,
m~'d~ 10 Norwich cr, , .

mdorsanent ofLt.J. P.
~, C •

",,::' -;. -Rlxb.orU, ameli by lLJg of ".truce to Old Point Comfort •

wb~ it mtered lNils With
9 MMCh 1862 dal~<ll1lp • ,

and "Due 3", ongmalll'tttt
is mdosed.

lhete covers represenllaree e.umplet of prisoner mail originaling in Confederate prilons dUring the
first flag of truce exchange period from July 1861 to September 1862, prior to the uplos;on of prison

populalions and the end ofthe formal pri.oner exchange program in April 1864.



CONFEDERATE PRISONS

IO~ Rose Lithognph POW Cover Pint Period Use

Stilt from Union officer held as POW at Salisbury prison in NOrlh Carolina, pen­
cil "ExNK" censor's mark, lot Rose Lithograph cmcelled .11 Salisbury Jl July
("1861" nror date - should be 1862), carried by flag of truce and enlered US
mails .0.1 Wuhington DC 10 August; Incorrectly handst:lIllptd "Due 3" for US
postaV to Gr:ly ME for unpaid soldier's lener drspite 5mdu's r.mk is an offiur;
ongi~ Idler &om M.l.jor O. Mo. Odl, d..te\ined "Salisbury N.C.July 30, 1862".

1h~ IO¢ ROK Lithograph POW covers are ~corded

During the first 8.Jg of truce udwt~pmod, 1M majority of
southbound POW rrWI. was dlTtrted to Old Point Comfort (Fortrus
Monnw) in Vugin~wh~ II was exchanged at Norfolk. Virginil., ~d

northbound mail followN the GppOS1te rout~ This Il.tg oftruce routing
through Wulungton DC is theldOre unlUWl.

At this point Salisbury held no man than 600 prison~ who were well fed and
housed under utis{roory rondn'ons. T'wo yean bIer, following the termination
of the fonnal prisoner "change program, 10,000 prisoners arrived and turned
Salisbury into the "most lothsome dunguns m Rebeldom:



CONFEDERATE PRISONS

Second Period Uaes

The covers below rq>r~nt northbound Idtel1 from US POWs in CSA prison umps that wen achanged
during tbe second Flag ofTruu pmod and "'I'« 001 enciORd in an outtt mvdo~ They thtre(ore bear posI;rJ

marlong. ofboth the Union and Conf~rrale $)'$Iml$ and are more so:al'« lIun thou ~I vu. outtr en,-dope

Sent by a Union officer held at Camp Oglethorpe in Georgia and exchanged by flag oflTuer to Port Royal SC,
endorstd by Capt. James H. Pierce, Co. C, 118th Regt., NY Vol. Infantry, and censored "Hj.H. ;US" (us(.
adjutant general), H¥ Die A (,""celled at ,»v;mnah GA 28 August 1864; Pon Royal SC September datestamp
and "Due 3" for unpaid US postage to Bloomingdale NY; about 28 c~rs are rKorded by Galen Harrison.

Sent by Union officer held as POW at Cmlp Sorghum, Columb!... SC, endorsed "Henry W. Cross Lieu! 59th
Mass lory Vols., Prisoner of War Columbia, S.C:, censor's nunuscript "Exd ]. C. Marth" Capt Comdg";
arried by nag of truce to Old Point Comfort, 10¢ Die B corner position left unancdled by CSA post office,
cancelled by Old Point Comfort 16 December 1864 datestamp and "Due 6" for correct US postage for officer
to Newburyport MA; Galen Harrison reports about 20 covers from Camp Sorghum.



CONFEDERATE PRISONS

Richland Jail Patriotic: Enwlope
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Smt from Union POW hdd at Richland J.w, Columbia SC 10 BNJon:! PA. cmsornwbng·W R D.
Smn upt Post Gd", carried by lUg of truce 10 Old Point Comfort, 10¢ [be A left una-nedlt<'! by
CSA post office, US)( 1861 and CSA lot Die A c.1.ncelled Oil Old Poinl Comfortl$ August 1864.
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Sml from Union POW held at RiebJ.aDd jm, p.tlnotk envelope with 9th Corps, 4th Dlvi$lOfl de­
Ilgn (t\1.1gn' imprint)~ 10W~ NY, «NOr's nurhng oW R 0 Snm Dpt Post Gd",
carried by 8.lg of truce 10 Old Point Comfort LD can of Cot H. T. OuIde (Commis:siooft" of Ex·
change), CSA post. ~d on OI.lttt m~l~ US 3t 1861 cancd.led lS August 1864, WIth Ittkr
Wolelined"1n Pn$Ofl. CoIumbu S.C August 12th 1864· fmm Lt. "'-illiam H. MiJ: to his mother.

POW. in CSA prison nmpl nu1r poSltlstd or used patriotic: ltatiooUJ"

RichiandJail wu located in Columbia, SC and held prisonrn from I January 1862 uOlilthe three-story
build;"g wou hurned to the ground ~nd the pnsoneT$ rescued when Shenn~n entered the City on 17 Febru~ry

186.5. G~len H.lrrison reports 39 covers known.



CONFEDERATE PRISONS

The ID(amou. Ande"'onville Prison Rare AdVitnity Wallpaper Use

Sent from Union POW held at Camp Sumta in Gro~, ~tter known as Andnso'lYllle,
alUOred by Camp Conunandant Capt. Henry Win ("EJ:d. H.W. In Emnnis"), adversity
~ olw;Ul~pu m~lope to Lewiston ME, Singh: St In L:.t Rue Typognph ..mdupays the
10( GSA ralt, cmcdled by 'ANDERSONVILLE GA." chtdr$$ wood",,! circle, Qrried by
fbg oflma to Old Point Comfort, mla-ed US malls with 25 August (1864) lbtestamp and
"Due 6- for US~

The orrJ.y wallpaper envelope: signed by Andersonville prison commander
Henry Win.-appl'OXimatdy 31 COftn from lhi. CSA prison are recorded
by G;&]eo Harrison and only $Orne oftbon are signed by Win.

r-----------,--:---:---------,Andenonville pnson wu the brgest .md
most notonous GSA mJlnary prison. On 27
MMch 1864, c..pt.ain Henry Win usumed
COI1lIm.nd olthe Slocbde, md by the end of
the war :apprw;:IINtdy 13,000 of 45,000
Union POW. held ~ IwJ died, mostly
from SlU'o'<lbOn and di$l'~se After the ""ar,
\V-In wu charged WIth conipir.lq .md
murder by US aUlhontie$. Hu tri.u was held
In the Coopilol building In Wuhington. A
number of former pnsonus tesl:i6ed on
prison condilions, llWly aCC\lsmg Win of

5p«i6c acts of crudty. The court ..:Iso heard from CSA officm; and considl"fed official colTI"Spondence from
nptured r«ords. Win. presmted l"Vidmce tlut he plnded to CSA authoritil"$ to obtain mo~ food and
nu.inuine<l that he tried to improve Ihe prison conditions, but was found guilty of murder and sentence<l to
death. On 10 November 1865 he was hanged at the site of the CUTTent Supreme Court building, becoming one
ofvery few Confederate officials 10 be tried, convicted, and el:e<:uted for W~r crimes.



UNION PRISONS

Southbound covers from Confedente POWs In Union prison CMnps are mo.... common than northbound
covus from Confederate prisons, with G~len Hamson crporting ...ppnu:imolely 2,000 ...nd 600 known,
rap«uvely. Unique 10 the Southbound CoveTS from Union pri50ns ....... b<l.ndSbmp censor ...nd eum.iner
=uki.ngs ~ppl.ied by prison st:.ff;md distnet provost IlW"SlWs who Ulsp«!ed the lll<I..I.1 prior to il entering the
postal system, ;md th~ were 11 prisons thai used such h:lndsumps ...1v.orious limes.

1M CSA postal system beame opn;olioD<l.l on I June 1861, the d.l.le upon which lhe US Post Office
Dq=tmenl $USpmded service in the d.lSloy...J Southern Sates. Southerners used to ,,",ymg k ordUury
post...ge wue clwged 5t if under 500 miles~ lot if 0'Va". EffC'<-"tM: I July 1862, the Single r.tte:~ to
lOt iJTr:speoetlve ofdisunce..

Old Capitol Prison First Union Prison

Inner en\'elope from Confede£llte POW held ...t Old Capitol Prison 10 Wulungton DC ;md
~drr:ssoed to uu.wN. SalKIn NC, POW endorsorment ·Pm....tr G. R. Oodfrlter, Co. C, 48th Rrgt..
No. Co. Troops,' with 4-linr boxed h:lndst<l.lTlp cmsor nwting ·Approved by Order of/Hrnry B.
Todd/ upt. &: Prov. ~Ursh.&I/J.W: Sturt("nDt/Urut. &: Adjutant,' CSA kner rale JWd by lOt Dir A
ancdled on 10J.mU<l.rf (1864) upon mtry into the CSA moils ...t Richmond.

FoI.Iowmg the Ibttlr of M=<I.ssu in July 1861, Old <:apia1 prison in W<l.Shrngton DC became the first In the
North to hold Confedttlte POW,. It acquIred ill lWDe due to U5r as ... temponry apltol follOWIng the
burrung orWHhington by the British dUDng the W..... of 1812. G...Jm Hamson rrconb 94 covers b\own.

George R. Clodfdter m1isted 1 August 186210 Co. C, NC~ Inf;mtry. He wu tmn prisoner 10 November
1863 al Culpeper VA,;md confined to Old upilol Prison. He was lransferred to Point LookOUI from which
he WilS paroled and e.:dl.il.nged prior 10 the end of Ihis pr:octice in April 1864 by order of Genenol Gr:ont.
Following his recirculation into the ml1it...ry, he wu killed 5 February 1865 ...t Hatcher's Run VA.



UNION PRISONS

The Battle of Gettysburg Captain Benjamin F. Little Correspondence

Bmjmlin F. l.lttle w;u appointed capu.m in Co. E, NC 520d In£..ntry Regt~ on 28 "pnl 1862 and promOlM
10 full heutenant-colone1 on J July 1863, the lut day ofthe Battle ofGettysburg. Dunng Pickrtt's CNrge, Lt.
Col. Little w;u KVUdy wounded whik ludmg his men and captured on the battkMld. U. Col. Little's
nuhury <'Koros confirm that after spmdmg tune :II the Ldtemu.n Gena.! Hospnal al Genysburg. M was
Innsponed to W6/.'S Building Hospital omd n'mlwlly 10 Ft. McHmry, both in Baltimore MD prior 10~ng
achanged at Point Lookoul.

West's Hospital Building.
US 3t 1861 c;ancellrd;at
B;altimore Mo,,) October
156}, entmng the CSA

m.ub;at Rkhrnond VA,20
October with CSA IOC DIe
A for poSbge to UttJe's

Mills NC Hnrison reports
20 mown covers.
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Ft. McHenry. US 3' 1861
cancrlled al &ItimorC' MD,

JO D«ember 1863,
colmog the CSA nuils at

Richmond VA, 18
O~cmberwith CSA lot

Die A for pO$tage to Linle's

Mills NC. Harrison reports
29 known covers.

Letterman General.
Ho.pita!. US 3e 1861

Cilncelled at Gfltysburg PA,
24 July 1863, entering the

CSA lNils at Richmond VA,

4August 1863withCSA
Io¢ Die A for postage to

LIttle's Mill. NC. Harrison
reports 20 known covel'$.



UNION PRISONS

Confederate ·lmmortaI6QO" Prisoners

In June 1864, US and CSA generals in Charleston SC each placed SO captured enemy in areas under
bombardment; the tit·for-Iat engagement ended in the exchange of the POWs. Shortly after the 50-prisoner
incident, 600 more Union prisoners were brought to Charleston. In retaliation, approximately 600 (SA
prisoners were moved to Morris hland near Charleston, arriving on 7 September. They were held in open
barracks as human shields under direct shelling from CSA forces. After the stalemate, the "Immorlal600" CSA
prisoners were moved from Morris Island on October 23 and scnt to Fort Pulaski, then back to Fort Delaware.

From Lt. W. EJohnson,

a CSA prisoner and one
of the "Immortal 600"

held by US forces;

21 October 1864 from

Morris Island;
6 November 1864 from
Fort Pulaski.
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Censored byJohn CaS$e]s,

Captain and Provost

Marshal ofFortress

Monroe, then sent by flag

oftmee to Richmond,
where 10¢ Die A cancelled

S August 1864; the

Confederate prisoner,
Lt. G. H. Keiser, was sent

shortly after to Morris
Island and bee-arne one of

the "Immortal 600:
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UNION PRISONS

POW Mail with CSA Drop utter Rate

The drop letter rate was 2¢ in both the North and South throughout tbe duration of the War.
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!rmer envelope from Confedet3te POW held at Johnson's Island in Sandusky
OH and addressed to Richmond, ure of General Breckinridge, POW
endorsement "Lieut. R. L. Laurence, Co.'K' 24th Miss. Infty.Pris. of War" and
'Per Capl. Davis 24th Mass.; censored with "John ]. Manor! Capt. 128
O.V.l.&./Supl. Pris. ROLL.&/Pri5. Comospondence./Johnsons Island. 0.­
handstamp, drop letter rate paid by 2¢ Jackson Engraved cancelled On arrival 7
February (1865).

One of(our or five mown POW covers with 2¢ Jackson Engraved

(w,,, ((. { 4", 'tJ:flrr <I- C"if
..

f,JI/t/({itl< .•J:. tIL

Sent by a Confederate POW at Fort DeLaware to Charleston SC and eJlchanged by fbg
of truce between Port Royal and Charleston; US 3¢ 1861 cancelled at Delaware City
IS Novemm,r (1865); elllered CSA mail as a drop letter with 2¢ rate.



Fortlklaware

UNION PRISONS

CSA 20t Washington

/
t &t~7,. i ) 1117t{
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Sent by Confeder-lie pow held at Fort Dela~ to Hlllsville VA, CrfI$Or'J oval handsump,
flag of truce via Richmond-Old Point Comfort; US 3' 1861 cancelled at Iklaware City 30
July (1864), CSA S¢ Richmond Typograph also cancelled by grid at Delaware elly, then by
RIchmond 17 August dateSlmlp.

Senl &om a Confedente POW at Fort Ddnnft 10 Augusta GA vi.l Richmond-Old 1'0101
Comfort Bag of truce route) US 3c! 1861 cmcelled at D<o:bwUl' Cily.s Novunbu 1865;
('otend CSA m.ll.Is with 20; WuhingtoD cancelled 21 January 1865, 5ingle US rate but
double CSA rue.

One ofthree recorded POW coven with the 20t Wuhinglon

Fort Delaware was located on an island on the Delaware River near Delawan City. It held prisoners from
July 1861 until January 1866, at iu peak hOllsiog over 12,000. During Odober 1863, the mortality rate
reached 12.5<J6, which controlSts with the highest monthly rate at Andersonville, the most infamous of

Southern pri'on', ofonly 9%.



Rock bland B:maw

•

UNION PRISONS

Type. I and II Censor'. Handstamp.

~nt by ConfNer.l.tt POW held at Rock Isbnd &rncb, Rock liland IL to Edgefield District SC, circular
censor's h.andstamp·Approved Rock Island Barracks, III./Prisoner's Lener/Com'y o(Prisonen~ flag of truce
via Old Point Cornfon with US 3¢ 1861 and uncelled at Rock Island IL 28 February 1864 and entering the
CSA mails at Richmolld 18 March with "DUE 10' handstamp for CSA pOlugt. This type I censor's
handslamp was in use from 12January to 30ApriJ 1864.
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Swt by Conftdente POW hdd at Rock Island Buncb to Macon GA, ~ censor's handstamp "R.I.
Barracu./PnsoneT's Letter/En.mined", Rag ortroa' via Fortress MoI1COOl' at Old Point Comfort and mtered
CSA mlib at Richmond with US 3t Pink star die 1861 cancelled at Rock Island IL 15July and CSA 10¢ Oil.'
A also cancelled al Richmond VA 1$ August. This type 11 cmsor's handst:lmp was in use from 5 May to II
July 1864, indicating that th~ l~ner was held in camp at least four days befo~ ~ing placed into th~ mails..

Rock Island Barncks was locat~d on an island in the Mississippi River. It r~ceivcd 5,000 prisoners on 1

Dt<ember 1863 and operated continuously until July 1865, Galen Harrison reporu 123 known covers.



UNION PRISONS

Types I and II Censor's Handslamps
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Sent by Confederate POW held at Ump Holfman, Point Lookout MD 10 Shady Grove VA, oval
aaminer's handstarnp'Approved Point Lookout, MD/J.A. Pattersoll/Capl. Provost Marshall~ flag
of truce via Old Point Comfort with US 3¢ 1861 a"d CSA IO¢ Oil.' B entering the CSA mails at
Richmond where both stamps cancelled. This type I (cowr's handstamp was in use from early
October 1863 to late April 1864.
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Sent by Confederate POW held at Camp Hoffinan at Point Lookout MD to Murfree's Depol,
Southampton County VA, octagonal examiner's handstarnp "PriSQner's Letter/Sept 9, 1864/
Examined~ flag of truce with US 3¢ 1861 cancelled at Point Lookout 9 September 1864 with
manuscript endorsement "care of Capt. J.R. White who will please forward", This type II
handstamp was in use from August to September 1864.

Camp Hofhnan was established shortly after the Battle of Gettysburg and was built 10 hold
10,000 prisoners. Approximately 50,000 prisons were confined dUring its operation and about

3,500 died. Galen Hamson reports 196 known coven.



UNION PRISONS

John.on'.lsland

•

~nl by Confederate POW held at Johnson's bland 10 Big Spring Depol VA, cCTlsor's oval ~ndst;unp
"Prisoner's Letter/Johnson's Island, O./EnminedJC", US 3¢ 1861 cancelled at Sandusky OH and CSA
Jot Oil' B cancelled 5 March, flag oflmee from Old Point Comfort and entered CSA mails at Richmond.

Smt by Confederate POW hdd 01.1 Johnsoo'l bbod to Rapldm Sution VA, In:lllUSCOpt "n. 0\"- censor's
~ (<>sur \\fl"te), US 3t 1861 ancdled 8 Octob« 1864 at 5.mdmky OH and II Octobft Richmond
VA, "DUE lO"lwIdsump for eSA po5ta~, lIag oftru~ from Old POint Comfort and entering the CSA
rmlils at Richmond,

)ohnfOn's Island was a 4{).acre site on an island on Lake &it. Throughout the conflict, more than
1.5,000 rebel prisoners Wfif: confinfil and, d~pite Winter temperatures appl'(),;lching 30 below zero,

Johnson's Island had the lowe:>t death rate of any major prison in the North or South-II'S' than 2%,
Galen Harrison reports 364 known covers, the most of ~1I Civil W~r prisons.



UNION PRISONS

Other Union Prisons

Stnt from ~ Confcdl'r.ltt' POW captured it Gettysburg and held at David'. bland, DeCamp General
Hospital, Pelham NY, to Little Yadkin NC, US 3¢ 1861 cancelled at Pellum 4 August 1863, sent by
flag of truce from Old Point Comfort to Richmond where (SA 10¢ Die A cancelled 25 August;
with onginallelter datelined "David's bland NY Aug the 4th 1863,· from R. H. Bennett who was
captured on the 6rsl day oflhe bank David's Isbnd was open only four months to hold prisoners
captured at Gettysburg. Galen Harrison reporU 10 mown COVCl'5.

Stnt by Confedente POW held at Camp Chase, Columbus OH to Forsyth County NC, orculu
"msor', Ju.ndstamp "Enmined Camp C!use 0", fbg of truce via Old Point Comfort and entered
tbe CSA mads at Richmond VA, with US 3¢ 1861 cancelled 23 October 1864 at Columbus OH and
GSA 10( Die A cancelled 12 NovrmbeT 1864 upon ~nteringCSA mails at Richmond VA. Camp
Chue used one major handstamp examiner's m;trking, this enmple being the lat~st subtyp~. Galen
Harrison reports 240 known covers.



UNION PRISONS

Last Day of CSA Pon Office Caplun and Imprisonment ol}elJenon Davis

With Union (on:l'lI J\llTOIlnding but not yd occupymg the City of Richmond, the Confederate posuI system
diKontin~ opu.1Itions on 31 March and Genem L« and hi5 forca o:v:ocualed Pttenburg and Richmond on
2 Apnl 1865. 1M nUl morning ,h.. nuyor ~$ed t!u;t Union forces occupy the CSA apit<ll to ·pr~~
order: L« lied towaNs the vilbge of Appomattaz Court House, but was rna by G~nl ;and surrendaed the
Army of Northern Vupn.;.. on 9 },pnI, marking the unofticul end of the OOnfticL jdfnson Davis was apruad
the followmg d.Jy by Union troops in IrwulVIUe, Georgia;and on 19 May was imprisoned at FortI"\'$5 MOIU"Oe.

Smt by Confedent..
POW held atJobnsoo'.
bIUld to Mebaneville
NC, ctnSOr'. onl hand·
sump. US k 1861 can·
edIt<! at ~dusky22
March 1865, fbg of
truct from Old Point
Comfo" and enlered
CSA nuil. at Rich­
mond VA, with CSA
lOt Di.. A cancelled 31
March 1865 -the last
day the CSA post
office operated.
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~nl byJelfmon Davis to his wife while a POW at Fortreu Monroe, marked "Politeneu ofHon]. S~ed US
Atty Genl." as both censor's mark and fr« frank; letter entering the mails with 25 November 1865
W;uhington DC datestamp, subsequently marked "Advertised Dec. S· and "UNCLAIMED: although
eventually received by Ms. Davis and backstampedJanuary S at Augusta, One of thrft known posta.lly used
coveu .ent by the a-president as POW.


