
SELLING INDIANA 
HOOSIER CIVIC ADVERTISING COVERS 

How cities and towns sold themselves to the world in the good old days 
B. C. - "before computers" 

Think of the envelope used by your local merchants as being your community's web page. 
What would be the most important facts you could place in front of customers or 
prospective commercial ventures looking for a new place to locate? Civic advertising 
envelopes did just that from the 1880's into the l 930's. 

Civic advertising covers emphasize the best reasons to settle and do business with the 
sponsoring community. They were used by private individuals and businessmen. Some 
were sponsored by community organizations. The following selected examples carry the 
first class franking and postmarks of their era except as noted. An image accompanies 
selected two-sided items where needed. Let's look at a few examples . 

�ngola, Steuben County Seat January 21, 1909 

Joseph Butler, Attorney and Notary Republic, promoting Angola as, "Just the town". 

ANGOLA AND STEUBEf\f COUNl'V, it�DIANA 

-



Aurora, Dearborn County September 7, 1899 

C. B. & M. Association promotional text used by several companies. 

Brazil, Clay County Seat May 10, 1903 

F.W. Schultz, Druggist, "The clay and coal metropolis of the west". 



Cambridge City, Wayne County undated third class item from the 1890's 

The Wayne National Building and Loan Association promoted railroad access. 

-�=s--·-·-·-·-· -·-

]STANCE 
F llOM 

CAMBRIDGE CITY 
IND. (11 

CINCINNATI :::. 71 M. .
INDIANAPOLI::. 52. • 

CHICAGO 200 • LOUISVIL.lE 135 • 
ST.LOUIS 500 • 
PITTSBURGH 32.5 • :( 
TOLEDO 175• 

0 

Elwood, Madison County 

. 
I . 
L_ __ 

January 29, 1908 

Sheridan Clyde, Real Estate and Insurance Brokerage, images of the town. 

� SHERIDAN CLYDE 
Real Estate and Brokerage, 

Fire anj Life Insurance Ag't
"J ELWOOD. IND. 



Elwood, Madison County October 27, 1893 

C. M. Greenlee, Attorney, "The Great Natural Gas Field Of Indiana ". 

;-t1n1> showing the Raill'oa<l t'ncililies oJ 

EI.WOOD, IND .• 

lie,. r,ocat1011 ns to the Great Cities ol thP \'/est, and 

as to the heart of' 

nm mmA'f NA'l'Uil,\f, GAS FIELD OF INDL\.N.\. 

FUEJ, U�LBH'l'J-:D A�D I:'llEE! 

:.tED COJ,OIC. :s11ow:s 1hc hC':Ht of the G�s Field where u ."'11s hone 
a "..uiuinnuu flow oi 4,0fiO,OUO cuUic ftet per <lay. 

nJ;UE COJ,Olt intlicitll's lhc 1•al:rncc of the ficl<l wllcrc the �ow 

run• as low as l,UOO,OCO cubic feet per dny. 



Elwood, Madison County 

Elwood Commercial Club seeking new business. 

I-IAYNES "-'\::; COMPANY 
EL,YOOD. INDIAN A 

i·>::,;>;=-· �-"��� �;:::,o.�..;:::;. .... � ELWO�� ����������,,CLUB � 
� 11 l)i ELWOOD. INDIANA \� 
m Population, 15,000 � � 20 Factories in Operation � � 2,500 Employes � 

$139,600 Monthly Pay Roll ill Two Railroads 171 � Miles of Switch I� r� Cheap Factory Sites �I 
� Low �oal R�tes . � fl Interurban Lmes to all Pomts � 
� SEND FOR PROSPECTUS � 
-:-��.r..:.����.r-:���-:· 

REGEJVED 

July 3, 1906 

Evansville, Vandenberg County seat April 22, 1890 

/ 
/ 

Business Men's Association seeking new business. 

FACTS ABOUT EVANSVILLE, INDIA �1A, 
ON THE OHIO RIVER. POPULATION 53,000 Never Overfioln.. Coal in Abundance: delivered at 75c per to!l ':.;r Manufactur!ng Purposes, The largtl'l.t. and btit Haid Wood Lumber Kan"-'· in the U. S. Splendid Railroad Facilities, seven �ilro-.d; termbla.ting in ':nc City from the !{orth, South, East and W

9
.r.Good .1'l.--."\� T:-�:.i.�- i.11 the year round; eight Stoamboat Lines, all ter,miriatinq at tp pon. �.,._ �1 �� d;.ily, All Modern Improvements belonging to citiet. School l'.tcllities Err;.:cially Good. Situated in the Tobacco and Grain Belt. Real E;t:>,!e Iue1tme-:-.ts fa�c. ?1b.nufactu.--:ng and Jobbing Center. Excellent Retail Tn'1.:. Port cf Entry, and the nearest lar� city to the mouths 

of the Cumbirla�<i; Tennei;;;F'1, 0-reen and Wo.bash Rivers, all navl��9d by our boa.ts. 
A. very hea.l•-1y olim�ie. ....:We claim as many advantages for manufa.cKrillg as any 
inland ct�1 ln the U. S. and can show them, Address all communications foi:- further infor:aaticn t� 

�- S. FBEJ::'1"C::S::., 



Fort Wayne, Allen County seat November 10, 1895 

Fleming Manufacturing Co. showed images promoting the "Third City of the State". 

Indianapolis, Marion County seat 

Indianapolis, the crossroads of America. 

Arthur L.Bailey, 

847 N.LaSalle St., 

Indianapolis, 

Indiana. 

June 2, 1938 



Jeffersonville, Clark County November 27, 1897 

I 
L. 

Jeffersonville, Indiana Commercial Club, "We Want Factories .. .  ". 
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WE WANT FACTOR I ES.-----�K� 
-WE HAVE INDUCEMENTS. 

Kokomo, Howard County seat 

... , ..... \1i.::r,.. 
"!'.� --

) 

April 16, 1887 

Citizens' Committee on Manufactories, "Kokomo's Manufacturing Advantages". 

.111<'..cs>JOHN T. STRINGER. Sc,... Ci1"''">' 
O ... ..nmi�tee OD ).fa11ufactories, KokottioJ l11d. 

Kokomo's Manufacturing P.c!vantages . 

. let:. ,\nit1C:'xl111n>'tiblestorehouse of Katu· �GhE•ap 
Lrght and I ut:!-NATURAL CAS-t · 1l1r�e \\'ell:; 
all'eacly <.levelope11 furni::.hing 

a vcrit��i'eOb��!l�Z�t�o �1�t��1:}s �l�oHn��i�� cheap foci. / 
�;:f • .  \<:Jvanl��hippiug- facilitie!'. Lo<'ate<l at 

t h1· 1 1."-l:t1on _.9 f . 11(' C . . St. L. & P., \V., St. L. <'v P., and 
11: .. I' . . ;:)t. �,. "'- 1..;.. C. R1tilway�. rnidway 1.JetwePn Chi
•·".f{O and Cit1cain"1 i, iii th<> l'i<:best farniing � e<:tion of 
Iu<.liuna, with abuna"'H'e of ti111ber within em;v accco;�, 
the!'e 1ne hut few towns 1.• the State of �uperior rnilroad 
connect iorn;. 

3d . . \ JIOJ>Ul!tlion of 7000 ;'cop IP. nGted for their 
eu.-r�y, p11,.,1i, r hritt, ancl liberalit.y. 

4th. l'ublic 1111provf1111•nts-fiuP. c .... 11rt·ho11sr, opera
ho111;e, >.thool building:", »even churc1 ... �. beautifully 
sliade<.I <_lrul Macadamized �trePt�, electric 1.;'lit and gas 
co1upa111P� ond a splendidly ecinipped fire depart
rnent. All in all f111·1ii�lli11"' g1·eater induceme •• 1·:; to 
man11fa.1·t11ring industries tlran any 01her town in �'1e 
United 8tatei>. I 

11 



Lafayette, Tippecanoe County seat October 5, 1898 

"Second City in the Union in wealth (per capita)". 

� : LAFAYETTE, INDIA'liA. pt;pula"tion �-
������lffi Second city In the Union In wealtll��ita); Four G re�fu nk 

c Lines; 7il Wholesale houses, employ Jn;:" aoo traveling men; Natural Gas 
Electrlclffi!lways, Jclectrlc Light s , l'ah.l l•'lre Department, an<! Metro'. 
polltnn Police Force; SevPn �atlonal and Private Banks; :b:xtenslve 
ManufactorJes; so miles lmprovecl streets, ancl 25 free gravel roads; 
27 churches. Stntlstlcal proof of the most healthy and equable climate 
In the Central Union. The Bramble House is One Block from Court 
House, Two Blocks from Union Depot and Monon Passenger Station. 
Street Cars Pass Hotel to and from all Trains. 

LA PORTE, La Porte County seat May 14, 1906 

La Porte Business Men's Club envelope. "A good town to live in," 

��Y. N.1, ))li��f\�D. 
;_)Tl\�\\ G. 

J'<�Bf\A �)tJ 



Logansport, Cass County seat unused (cl895) 

J. J. Busjahn & Co., Druggists, "nine railway divisions". 

Logansport, Cass County seat 

Loga.ns1lort1 Incl., pnrmlntion 20,000, !'rcoml nailwny 
��i1t. irdfc�111� ����ntl��0/���fA� :!11�,��ssl!-��i���s������ dii.l system of wate1· works aml tiuo "?cctrfo lighL plnut - ..... owned and oprratcll hy the city. natural gu:i, clcctrir. 

railway, paicl tire dl'pnrtmcnt, metropolitan poLicc. brick paved strrC'ts, ccmrnt walks. prospc_ro1_is manufacto.rie::i, thn·o Uauk�, 
17 churches 11 fine school hm1d1ngs. two busmf:'� collrgc�. tho 
hC'!o;t hotel�.' A srll�ndiJ water J)Owcr. afforded.by Wahn.-lh rind 
Eel Rh·<'�; ti healtl1ful <"lim;,te aml 1 sreat :Htru:11lturnl rt•;:1on. 

Return if unt <lc-li\·ercd in 10 P:t.)'S: to 

J. J. Busiahn & Go., Druggists, 
308 Fourth St., LOGANSPORT, IND. 

November 23, 1919 

Elliott Grocery Company, "Logansport The Hub". 

L 

�-"'.' 0 CIT'< 



Muncie, Delaware County Seat July 14, 1892 

Citizens National Bank, "A City Of Free Fuel". 

·_l'fiURCIE, INDIA�A 
A CITY OF FREE FUEL. 

Do Y 0�1_ Knovv 
J'ltat l\Iunl :c is the mm;t enterpri�:' .1g �atural 

Gas ci.v in the \Ye.�t·1 
1'/l.at when N<. t.ural Gas was 1i1 .ot dh;t;OYcn·d 

we ha.d k.·s than G;OOO i1 nahitants, wf' 
now l1ave t· ?Cr J G,0001 

J'!tat wit.Lin tlirc,· years ! rnncic will l>\l :� 
city or 411,000 people� 

J'lwt all the light. m i l .eat of t11c eity is 
made IJy N aJn.mJ ';as'! 

'!'Ital Ddu,w:trc (;01111' ;1 o[ \Yhieh :.:Uuirni\� is 
Ilic connty SP:1' lt:1s f·nough Gas to sup
ply a city the .L:e <·I'.\(''". Yul'k? 

J'lwt 1 here is :.-.ot o 1f' l)lllH� of G«.> :>ipctl 0111 
of l><.'lawa.l'c C 1:1ll!y1 

'/'/wt }l11nc1e l1as 1h1•!c t: .rnk line r::ilro:)(1�. 
and the fo11rlh t1 he lrnilt Jhis }l'ar"i 

J'hat over fift�· fal'lori ·s ha\·e U<'Cll loc·:ilc'd, 
cmploying-m·c1· �.v·111 hamls,:lnd sa,·i11: 
OVl'l' $.i00,(1()0 � l lllllli'. .lf-·(fftiib��-

J'/tat thro11gh {.lw '. nd11c�i'ii\..\fts ol'fon•d !)y t !1i> 
Ci t.i �ens B11 '. erpri�l(-�IJ .. �:i t.h 1·$�00, oon 
ca�;lt fal'f<'1·y fun�'. 1'&\ .' ·.t'i.1e.to1·h5s an' 
liein� lo<' il1icl C\'CPy:!wc�t: ·1.:.;:., _ 

J'lutl we ha'. e cxe;cllc1�t 1-selroo:s, eltnr<:l1·.'.s. 
pu bl ir, Ii brnrics, W<ttA-'ll)vork ,, smver:l.'..!.'l', 
p<tiu 1i1·e department·, two cl1 dl'ili l ii.rht
pl<• 11 ts, street miilnty, etc., ;uul j11s(. 
cr,u1pletiu� a $LOO,tJOO opcnL lwuse'I 

J'/w/ ;nvc'8{ors ;tre ma.king fort.un�; fWCl'.Y 
week i11 "'I1uwic rea.l cst.ate1 



New Albany, Floyd County seat January 14 and 25, 1905 

Commercial Club, "Free Factory Sites For Factory People". 

AFTER FIV 1 0.\ g J.£ fURN T • 

�rrrfyant.E N &ttouul illank, 
NEW ALBANY. IND. 

NEW ALBANY, BNDgANA. 
Free Factory Sites for Factory People. 

NEW 

NEW ALBANY has z5,ooo populatio11, 350,000 within a radius ofter 
Good public and private schools, churches, 3 national banks, 

2 daily and 3 weekly papers, parks, opera house, 

miles. 

NEW 
ALl3A)IY has A!....13A:-.IY, TND., 

has beautiful scenery, 

good fishing and boating, 

numerous factories, electric 

gas, sewers and the best 
water works system in 

the state, the res
ervoir pres-
sui·c being 

75 lbs, 

BAKER PTO. HOUIE, N. A. IHO 

pub.ic library and many other public 

utiiities and is surrounded by a 

fine forming country. 

lights, 

INVESTIGATE! 
WRITE COMMERCIAL CLUB, 

New Albany, Ind. S;>ecial inducements 

the Oloio River, n:ivigablc 

the yc'1rround, insuring cheap 

transporation of freight and coal. 8 
railrn."l•, r�nnsylvania, R. & 0. 

:;ou1hcrn. l\lonon, C. & 0. 
L. & N., Ilig Four and 

I. C. R. R., also 
local :::1J i.. t�:·1::·

b::n cleclric 

lines. 

to capitalists, good homes, good opportunities, good 
climate, 25 miles paved streets, new asphalt and vitrifi�tl 

streets under construction. 
brick 

SHIPPING FACILITIES UNSURPASSED. 



New Harmony, Posey County June 6, 1936 

New Harmony National Bank, "Home Of The Golden Rain Tree" . 

. -

NEW HARMONY--THE HOME OF THE GOLDEN RAIN TREE. 
N.::•.v Harmony, the Athens of the W�bash, was settled in 1814 by George Rapp, leadP:- of the 

Harmony Sc.::iety, from Wurtemburg, Germany. Immortalized by Lord Byron in Dr::-1 Juan. Pur
chased in 1824 by i.\.;:liert Owen of New Lanark, Scotland, co-operationist and ;,:iilanthropist. Home 
of Wm. Maclure, scientist, :?.•1thor anq founder of Philadelphia Academy�;: Science and workingrne11's 
libraries. Residence and buf"..al p:;::.�P. of Thomas Say, the fatl->cr of American conchology. Hea<l
quarterB of the first United States geologi..,;::.! ,:;urvey. J-Tr::-.1e of the first three state geologists of 
Indiana, viz., David Dale Owen, Richard Owen and E. T. Cox. Home of Rob.:-rt Dale Owen, author 
and statesman. Residence and burial place of Joseph Neef, the first Pestalozziai; teacher in America. 
Jn proportion to popcilation, it contains the largest library (26,000 volumes) and the finest art gallery 
in America, toget:1er with a large museum. It was in New Harmony that the first wornai)'s c:ub in 
America the Female Social Society-was formed by Frances Wright in 1826, which was succeeded 
naturdlly a tilinl of a century later by the founding of the Minerva Society in the Old Fauntleroy 
Home, now enshrined by the Indiana Federation of Clubs as the cradle of the woman's clt:_b move
ment. �...few Harmony is located on the Wabash river, 25 miles west of Evansville, on concrett. high
way No. 66. Many of the old buildings built ove1· 100 years ago still stand and the town posse:seo: an 
un:tsual interest for the tourist. The Festival of the Golden Rain Tr�e is an annual event, held i:i 

void-June when the yellow petals are cast upon the grounJ, forming a goUen carpet. At all seasons I ,.
, , of the year New Harmony invites you. 

New Harmony, Posey County December 15, 1939 

The Mayfield, C.L. Chaffin, Prop., "Through the sycamores ... ". 



Osgood, Ripley County 

Osgood Club, "A progressive town ... " . 

RETURN IN FIVE DAYS TO 

Frank L. Baylor 
OSGOOD. INDIANA 

OSGOOn--A JJrogTCSSiVC tOWll O[ H100 lnll;i'll
tants. loc2tcc1 in tho cente r c•r H ;p!oy cot::lt>. 
rndia.nJ., C•lle of tho best towus 111 sonthc: .1 

::ita.tc Jil'..:-hway Xo. 29. midwny !JC>L\\•e1 '·111- \ 
tibran·. !our churches, modern ho:•·l. fine � , 

July 9, 1928 

lndian.1. hw:ttcd on the B. & u. na1l1v·1.\ '1n<l �� �rnnatl. Ohio. nn<l lndiana.n•lllS: Has L',,,..,,,'"'" B' � 
home's, willt• streets :uvl n new ''i0.1JOll.lll' 
lligh SCllOC.!. Kew �80.000.00 wat<•r \\"Ul"l•S. 

� �an1Lary �j(·\VCl' SYStC'Tl1, \IJlliotit('d light ·nHI 
00\\·cr Jt l<"•'v rates. l\VO l:i.rgT� Jin1P�l<H:e t1ii:u·-
rics. ro1P1'r roll plug f:ic· tory. re>mC'nt lllt><-1< / 1 7 J J � � 
!"a<'tory. <'<•al ya1·11. lumllor ;·anl. 1>lanin;r ;nill. U [/V · ... ' IJ))f-: 

hre<.• J:tl''-'"" poullr:> hnusc·s. mode1·n hat<>lw1-;-. 
·fry r:}E?a111:'� cstahlislnn<'nt. rr•.ndt·rn l'-·tn1e�. 
�roccry f'n,l bnk<·r��. 11p-to-clate n".o,·in� n1t•tl1rl· 
!lOll�C". ·:>n,� nC"\\'�pnpc1·. t\·vo hanks. \vith le.'· 
:iosits C''.\l"eC'clin� �1.:.00.000.00. lar�·· <-<>•Mt)" 
rnit· ;.!T1,U11tls rtnd nne Of thf" hc·st f:til"� fl) 
Cn1l1an.i. Formin� of all IJrnnche>< C'SJ.<'<'IOtll)' 
·Jalryin::;- n1Hl live ><toclc Kced mo1·<' pc-oPI<' 
:-intl f:-tC\.or1p·.-. F:H·torics and goocl <.'nlt .. 1·prises 
1r any kind W<'f<'Om<'<l. \Viii aid nil snr·t· 11, 
IOC':"l.ting. \,'rite to 0:-:g'f)Od ClU1l. 

,, 
.\ 
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Stinesville, Monroe County January 13, 19 15 

Commerce Club, "This stone came from Stinesville, Indiana". 

$30,0 0 0.0 0  COMMISSIONED 
HIGH SCHOOL BU-1LDING 

PIKE ROADS 

This stone came from 
Stinesville� Indiana 

INDIAN A SOI.DIERS' A:KD 

SAILORS' MONUMENT 

$1,000,000.00 

Sli!.LIS DNIG'IIna: ooe; 
·v NVIGN I N'H:!IH.I.fiOS 

NI IIOV'IcI .I.S::!IIHJ.'IVfilH ·cr::!I.LV !A 
".IV'tl:!!Nili'\I osre 'STI:!M. 'SDNI'E:cIS aooD 

'll[ri['E:.[ 'HliI.I. v M. 'srn:.:r.IS 'l'IIN aOOf) Ot 



Vevay, Switzerland County seat April 12, 1893 

Chas. Sieglitz, Jeweler, facts about S\X.itzerland County. 

After ten days return to 
. ·-..: I ' 

CHAS. SIEGLITZ, Jeweler, 
Vevay, Indiana. 



Washington, Daviess County seat February 9, 1934 

Chamber of Commerce, "A Worth While City". 

Winimac, Pulaski County seat December 18, 1908 

M. E. Falvey, General Merchandise, images of Winamic. 
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