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A Research Recipe

Define the subject, scope and goals
Gather and review the previous philatelic literature

Start a timeline of the pertinent history

o Search online newspaper sources

> Check google books for non philatelic information

Find pertinent maps and images if an article is anticipated
Construct a “critical” census of known covers
Differentiate and organize the various markings and uses
Reconstruct a postal history

Publish on the web or in print



California Penny Post Company

» Subject:The history of the California Penny Post Company.
* Scope: To include all phases of operations and the individuals involved.

* Goals
> Gain a better understanding of the subject
o Construct a one frame exhibit
o Publish online

o Maintain an active online, annotated census



Start a Timeline — Newspaper Searches

* Find digital newspapers

* Internet Postal Resources Page: http://www.rfrajola.com/ipr.htm

» Using California Digital Newspaper Collection

Scarch — California Digital Newspaper Collection - Mozilla Firofox

(=1 PhilaMercury - Permanent Census of... ** | (=8 PhilaMercury - Permanent Census of...

& nc.ucr.edu/cgi-bincdncra=qahs=18r=18res

| CPPNewspaperclips.pdf

Californias Penny s Post autxf=tx

c - competitively

CONE e, (P Veridian i |

California Digital Newspaper Collction

A Freely Accessible Repository of Digitized California Newspapers from 1846 to the Present

Home Search

About
Califoria Digital Newspaper Collection > Search £ 1] =}
Clear all “California Penny Post* Search | Clearsearch  Help | Search history &

Date: 01 January 1854 - 31 December 1855 (1) | Search within: | Full text v| Searchsummaries: Text v Resultsperpage: 20 v
From: 01 ~ January «| 1854 v To: [31 v December « 1855 v
L3N All publications ~

Amador Ladger

Antelope Valley Political Observer

Beach and Bay Prass

Black Voice News

‘Search Resuits.

Your search for "California Penny Post" found 0 results,




ewspaper Searching

e Refining the search results

Search — California Digital N Collection - Mozilta Firefox

T} search — Calfoersa Digitsl Newspep.. % | ) intermet Prdstelic Resources

€ & cdocuarsdu ! = Tdesuit- 1

B - compatitivaly <]

= -
” Verid 0
r— dal Mimrpnl?ww My b

A Freely Accessible Repository of Digitized California Newspapers from 1846 to the Prasent

Digital > Search nooo
Fenny Post” Search  Clearsearch  Help | Search history [
Publication: Daily Alta Califorria [ || Search within: | Fub text «|  Searchsummaries: Text ~|  Fesults perpage: (20 ~
Datez 01 January 1854 - 31 December 1856 [ || From: |01 « Jamnuary  ~| 1884 « T 31« Cecember ~ 1855
In. |Cakfornia Star & Caltfornian -
Cabfornia Star
Cabfornian
Coronado Tent City Daily Pﬁmm
| Refine search Scarch Results.
Btk || Your search for "Penny Post™ found 132 results. Showing results 1 5 20 Sedby: date s
Daily Alta Califorria (132} Results 21- 40>
Lo B|| & THEPENNY POST SYSTEM. [ARTICLE]
Dally Alta Califamia & Apni 1855
ADVERTISEMENT (122)
THE PENNY POST SYSTEM
ARTICLE {10)
Dacada [=] P

4y Post Office Box Rents. [ARTICLI

| E]
Daily Alta Califomia 10 April 1655
1850-1858 (132)

 harving n = itk mere: sght dissaminated” respecting the “Penny Post System  Bafors long, 1 hops fo b abic

Word count =]
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»= 1001 {116} 1 OMmea oS 53 15

%3 Monipomery meed. oor 0 Merchant wTHE PENNY -POST COMPANY HAA NOWE COMPLETED ABRANOE man or iha

Page Culumn 4 [AD n
Daily Aha California 26 June 1855

KCENT™ 1 Loors arj <rm 403 1o 1bs 269 of tha “PENNY POSTT and transmittad through B mas® from sy ©
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Newspaper Searching

 Building a clip file of search results

Daily Alta California 25 June 1855 — California Digital Newspaper Collection - Mozilla Firefox = s

(= Philamercury - Permanent Census of., * | (=% PhilaMercury - Permanent Census of.., | £ | CPPNewspaperClips.pdf « | X paily Alta Caliornia 25 June 1855 — ... > | €3 Internet Philatelic Resources

€ a

ucredu,

50625227 28srpos=3&e=

ct-telN-“P

# | Bl competitively PR G~

m Veridian
powsred by digital Gbrary software

A Freely Accessible Repository of Digitized California Newspapers from 1846 to the Present

Search

California Digital Newspaper Collection > Daily Alta California > 25 June 1856
Dally Alta California, Volume 6, Number 158, 25 June 1855

Article Issue 4 [F) % Search Results 4 [5] %

Hint: Right-click on an article to see options menu| @&, & [
Text =]

Correct this text o m Pﬁii\'v PUST m’m

Site Department. jC\ m Uonrt sif Fsremni®-Ai AN NOW COMPLETED ARRANGE-
adjourned ~Ji/-**y~ in*ctinfr «f thrt Kuaril will b« ments for the rransmission of lotters between

helil this (Momiay) 3&2aQpEvnitemnion, ut H SAN FRA

o'clock, in theioem of thn Hoard *
Delegates, City HalL Every member is requested o
be present + By order, {2s M. D. Boruck, Secretary.

= <n jfi . A Special jTictlina; enf Columbian tj>

~Va> ' Engine Co. No. 11 *ill be held this (Monday)
Xj—rj* “‘m evening, Juce 25th, st 8 o'clock. " 1 **

— By order, yV) Alloc. Dktok, Forsiuan. Regular
Dispateh Lino. « FOR 110.-VOLI' U jSbk The fast
aailing A 1 Clipper Bargue * 2aal FRANCES
PALMER, Capt JOHN PATV, Will ba diapatched for
tba above port, sailing punctually, Oa MONDAY,

July 3d, 145, Aa tbe next regular packet of the lino,
[For FREIGHT or PASSAGE, having auperior
Stateroom and Cabin Accommodations, fitted
expreaaly for the comfort and convenience of
pajsencera aud families. Apply to G. B. POST ¢V C
0.. jei-VU Cunningham'l Block. Front street.
PICTORIAL WIDE WEST! THE JULY NUMBER

‘OK THIS PUBLICATION WILL B8 ISSUED OH
TUBBDAY, JINK 90th. Aur.ong the leading Ulu
tratiuns will be found Engravings representing — A
MEXICAN FFAST DAY; INDIANS ATTACKING A
PAC» TRAIN [N THE MOUIS TAINS; A

CALIFORNIA HORSE RACE; A BULL AND BEAR
FIGHT;, and a variety of other interesting SCE NE3

IN CALIFORNIA LIFE. A larcn number of COMIC ~ ~

Comments (0}

Tags (0)




Newspaper Searching

 Building a clip file of Newspaper results

@NEALOGYBAN K

Home > Newspaper Archives > Search Results »

¥ This item refers to Penny; Post; Company.

E] Page: [2
E] Advertisement

List all pages in this issue.

Result 1 of 99 Next Result »

Advertisement

Date: Monday, June 25, 1855 Paper: Daily Placer Times and Transcript (San Francisco, CA) Volume: VI Issue: 1617 Page: 2
This entire product and/or portions thereof are copyrighted by NewsBank and/or the American Antiguarian Society. 2004.
LHIGHL{GHTS:DI’PEnmy; Post; Company ‘ find ‘
. 3 UF 3
e — — — —
(Tide Permitting.) the same at public auction, for the total amount of the Taxes, |
San Franciseo, June 25, 1886, < together with the sosts and damages that may have acorued | EL LIBAN
jun2s : CHAS. MINTURN, Agent. | thereon, F. BATTURS, City Tax Cullector. ﬂ' %
PENNY POST COMPANY. | SoTMRS-Ofeiomisadoioe ol ame
STATE AND COUNTY LICENSES. | i} e
L ETTERS enclosed tn the FIVE-CENT EN- Qe June Let, 1558, FLOR DE |
VELOYES of the FE*NY FOST CU., will be tnn-ma S T, :

ior the u-dnporng:-ql'm Notice ia hereby given to transecting business in the
ton, sod deliversd Ta each of ihose Litles witbout fursher | C°00t7 of Ses Frascisco, that the State spd County LICKNSE

for tbe Quarter commencing June 1at, 1835 i now doe, and
FOR THE POST ¢ FFICE. eneloéed in the TWO.CENT immediate settlement s requested, or they will be ssbject to

EXVELUPES will be delivercd in season for the Mails.
Tttt oo Bin Francisco, addresed to fhe cars of the | * PRSIty of from 835, to $200.
“PENNY POST C0.,” and deposited in axT Post Qlice, will be GEO. W. OREEN, County Treasurer.

- &u’l}mm & Ofiee—No. 11, City Hall. inn? 2m2p

° nection with

e S OITY LICENSES.

FIVE CENTS, if Pro.paid.........TEN CENTS, if not Pre-paid. | Being payable Quarterly in advance, fell due on the lst day
OFFICE, e dapi foauiai dllpwn'-l:;qhhhut the same shall sabject them-
aeat Reatny siput 7 1@ the Brick Building, 136 Fioe S3eet, | ssives fo & pesaity of ONE EUNDRED DOLLARS, together

ATOTICE.— Whereas, W. B, DINSMORE, K. 8. ﬂl}fnﬂllﬂ.dhpr.nt mulnhnlh—-id

:==:§=::;
: 2?5355235

Aesd
i
i ¢
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Google Book Searching

e Building a clip file of book results (this from 1917)

CALIFORNIA PENNY POST COMPANY.

This company was incorporated at Sacramento, California, on June
25th, 1855, by Henry L. Goodwin, Francis B. Folger and Frederick Schet-
ter. Its object was to enter the fleld as independent letter carrlers, There
were no government carrlers at this time in the cities and mining camps of
California, although they had been authorized under Acts of Congress of
1851 and 1854.

The company had boxes erected and placed at corners throughout the
principal cities; carriers collected mail and delivered locally and to the post
office, and also received letters at the post office for delivery. Two-thirds
of all the mail matter in and out of the state was at this time carried by
the express companies.

Offices were established at San Franeisco ( #1356 California Street),
Sacramento, Stockton, Marysville, Benicla. Petaluma., Placerville, Fiddle-
town, Sonora, Shasta, &c., &c.

Stamps were prepared, as were envelopes, and distributed throughout
the State at their face value. Newspaper wrappers were also prepared and
sent to, at least, two papers, the New York Tribune, and the Journal of
Commerce. These envelopes first bore the words “Care of the Penny Post
Company"”. After July 4, 1855, It was changed to “To the Agent of the
Penny Post Company”, and later to “To the Penny Post Company for i

186 THE PHILATELIC GAZETTE

Henry L. Goodwin was the agent, superintendent, and general manager
of the company.

If the matter was to go through the mails the usual United States
stamps were attached.

About July 4, 1855, the Company and Mr. Charles L. Weller, Post-
master at San Francisco, dlagreed as to the law relating to the transmission
of such letters, &ec., and a long and expensive litigation followed. The
newspapers in the company's wrappers came in in lots of twenty to thirty
thousand. Mr. Goodwin finally came East and secured a congressional in-
vestigation, reported in full under date of March 7, 1859, but suppressed
after printing. The testimony taken now makes most interesting reading,



Google Book Searching

e Magazines

206 HUTCHINGS' CALIFOENIA MAGAZINE.

patched over their route of destination. | the Union ; and all this is done with the
The same process is adopted in the mak- | view of securing dispateh, and svoiding
ing up of all the mails to every portion of ry labor and | delay.

From Hutching’s California Magazine Jan 1858

Register re of the Maile for the Atlantie States, via Panoma, de.; nomer
}fm y date of sailing, and number of bags of maid matler:
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L] o=

06 | w | 116

82 | “ 104

9% | 2 96

Jok L'seq,a E 20 g I 3o L. Sioph ;“ 20, p %%
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LETTERS. excopted, 44 conta; Cuba, 20 conts ; West

(rEr § ousce) Indies (British), 20 conts, Payment re-

Sovrs Pactric—Eucador, Bolivis, and | quired for sl the above.

Chili, 34 cents; Peru, 22; Panama, 20 Great Britain, 20 cents; Canads and

cents ; and Mexioo, 10 cents.  Spain, T8

Provinees, 15 cents; France, 15 cents per



Philatelic Literature Search

e Ask fellow collectors
o Ask APRL
e Other Philatelic Museums

General Literature Search

» Search for city and state government libraries

e Search for city directories in local museums and online



Original Source Materials

A book dealer search pays off



Original Source Materials

A library search (American Antiquarian Society)




SAN FRANCISCO

Map Searching

Colton 1856 map of San Francisco
(http://www.davidrumsey.com/maps3540.html)

with overlay of Penny Post Office boxes locations.



http://www.davidrumsey.com/maps3540.html

Image Search

MERCHANTS' EXCHANGE, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

This found using Google image search.



The Census Database

|Origin Postmark

San Francisco

| San Francisco

SFC WFC + Paid
Gloucester, MA
SFC PP

SFC PP

| Stockton

Marysville
Benicia

| Sacramento PP (blue)

Sacramento PP (blue)
Sacramento PP (blue)
Benicia

|Knight's Ferry
|New York

Honolulu
San Francisco

| San Francisco
| Stockton

Stockton + Stockton PP
Stockton
Marysville

|San Jose

San Jose
San Jose
Sacramento
Sacramento

Date
08/23/1855
08/30/1855
10/06/1855
02/02/1856
09/01/1855
09/01/1855
07/10/185
07/16/1855
08/23/1855

Y

10/08/1855
07/27/1855
09/20/1855
03/05/1856
08/11/1855
08/12/1855
08/27/1855
11/19/1855
02/27/1856
05/06/1856
05/06/1856
09/17/1855
09/18/1855
04/04/1856
04/04/1856

Franking

4% 3¢ (CIRCULAR)
3c

3¢ (moved)

10c green

1c¢ blue (DNO)
3¢ (DNO)

3¢ entire

3¢ entire

3¢ entire

3¢ entire

3c entire

3c entire

3c entire

3c

10c green, Swarts
HI 5¢c, US 3¢

1c blue

1lc blue

3c

3c

3c

3c

27?2 Check date
3c entire

3c entire

3¢ entire

3¢ entire

Database file with image numbers

Destination
Mt. Ophir
Marysville
Sacramento
San Francisco
Sacramento
Sacramento
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francisco
San Francsico
San Francisco

Addressee
Postmaster

Masse, T

Tiffany, Wm
Haskell, Leo
Moody, John
Moody, John
Tandler

Tandler

Chapman & Folger
Hinckley, C
Tandler

Tandler

‘Warren

Agent Penny Post
Agent Penny Post
Noble & Haskel imprint
Chamb. Congress
Wadsworth, Congress
Agent PP imprint
Agent Penny Post
Collins

Agent Penny Post
Morgan Hathaway
Hathaway, M.
Hathaway, M.
‘Whiting

Lewis, I.R.

Notes
SFC Held For Postage bkst
Detained For Postage bkst
"answ Oct 6" docket

stamp ms precan 2/21/1855
EKU
imprint of offices

fake PP?

To Agent, imprint of offices

Pres. Chamber. note on back
Sec Chamber

Marysville printed city
all over imprint
printed address

list of 5 offices at left

text of offices to left. Due 6 cts
fake?

imprint at left

110
111
112
113
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
210
211
212
213

Scott # RF Type
#LU1 T1 Paid 2
#LU1 T1 Paid 2
#LUI1 T1 Paid 2
#LU1 T1 Paid 2
#LUI1 T1 Paid 2
#LU1 T1 Paid 2

#LU3a T1 Paid 5
T1 Paid 5
#LU3 T1 Paid 5
#LU3a T1 Paid 5
#LU3a T1 Paid 5
T1 Paid 5
#LU4 T1Paid 7, E
#LU13A T2 Paid 5, S
#LUI3A T2 Paid 7. S
T2 Paid 7, S
#LU14 T2 Paid 7. S
#LU14 T2 Paid 7. S
T2, Paid 5
T2 Paid 7, S
#LU14 T2 Paid 7. S
#LU14 T2 Paid 7. S
T2,Paid 7. E
#LUI15 T2 Paid 7. E
#LU15 T2 Paid 7. E
T2, Paid 7. E
LUI5 T2, Paid 7. E

image #
PP41
PP33
PP24
PPi11
PX1
PxX2
PP8
PP31
G873
PP12
PP43
SACPP10
PX3
PP15
Ppswarts
HIPP
PP13
PPlc
PP121
PP1
PP34
PP38

PP17
PP39
535
384



The Image Census

Census in Excel sheet Tormat XLE file

Imprinted & Franked Covers of the Penny Post Company

Type 1 - "Care of the Penny Post Co." Census Page 1

A, Paid 2 - To The Post Office

B. Paid 5 - From the Post Office

C. Paid 7 - To and from the Post Offica

D. Pald 5 - Cliy Delivery - (not reported used)

Type 2 - "Agent of the Penny Post Co"” — - - Census Page 2
CALIFURNMA
A. Pald 5 Femny Postage,
B. Paid 7 i
C. Paid 7 {on 3¢ postal stationery) _l) \ l l) T
Type 3 - triple lined box + "To tha Penny Post Co" Census Page 3

A. Pald 5 on non-government cover

B. Paid § on 3c posial stationery

C. Paid T on non-government cover

D. Pald 7 on 3¢ postal stationery

E. Collect Penny-Postage on non-government cover

F. Paid 5 Ocean Penny Postage
Type 4 - ornamented box + "To the Penny Post Co' Census Page 4
AR AR
A, Paid 7 on 3¢ postal statlonery & Peany Postage Pad, 7. 5
B. Collect Penny-Postage 10 on 3c postal siationery ittt iiiet

Type 5 - embossed oval + "To the Penny Post Co™ Census Page 5

Paid T on 3c postal statlonery
Type 6 - City Delivery Census Page &

Paid 5 on cover

)

Adhesives of the Penny Post Col

Type A - genuine adhesive

Type B - ramote possibility genuine adhasive

Census Page 7

From database file to critical image census



Type 14 - Paid 2, To the Post Office

The Image Census

is5100 Juna 29, TESS. in an orma Fanny
Far D Penny Past Company collontsd I SMVaions Bam M SFaar Box
and aeposited It a1 the post fies for cmesed Fansmission by mall The Senter mes SUNPSed I 200 he dhesive smmp fur

) |
X ot af iam rasos: "LETIERS 00 fher MASL MATIER Sepassss i any o5t OMos, wes b DELIVERED i 14N FRANCIECD,
aTocHTON, or i e arvival of fhe mes, F acdressad bo e ars of e FENNY
n FoTCan
\ T e o e v

four copies of 3= adhesve o par coun tesSmony relating % |

5 5E T#101. Au 22 TEER. S Favesen T comeaw 5 IR o
) vyiepier] r ‘\ m o wariant wisn acaTions! "THRCULAR” morice ot 200 romt of cover,
\ | i
. sy

M\

| #102 Aug 34 1386 Sa Frarcisco 10 Tras: Mease i Blarysas
2% tpe | ped work, 3¢ odheswe Sod by Sen Francloo
posman, Pair hewesiamp DETAMED FOR FOSTAGE
Dacms, “San Frncsco A 30 3 Pewr bacea,
mEmuscri, s Senlien by Py Fost S ooy SavE ot
ry i, Fiedd OS2 17 135" court evidence noiation

#10%, Oat 8, 1866, memait docket on cover adreszed 5 |
‘Willism Titay = Sam Franciess, presumany = SsTamemn o
SEnon orgin, Yeis Fago Dius Par an vel San FrancEsT |
canceien 32 sonesie, manuscrict comection lang
9580 e o of (Penry Posd iticating & pare Welks Fomo e

s e ane moven

‘stamp lifted and moved”

e

‘ti-l" -
0%, Peeny Foul 55 Franaies neaEES on S T 580
; Franosen 1 Jomn Mooy = Saciament, mascrer conecsn
| ¥, -\-. i o 2 e care o (Penny Fos) - poneoy e = pure
ol "

‘stamp did not originate” e
<l :ﬁf,’;’:,,(?;-’

#1085, Panny Post Ban Framines Manasamn on cov o S8

1] FrEnTISCO 50 JONM 00Dy & SACAMETD, MSTSITER COMeCIon

| s et et

) | v g i e
& £ ‘originane dpears & mansoiot dane cancel of Feb 24, 1855

. . . . .
‘stamp did not originate” 7y ) —
Shinliuin b /‘j; H)n.: G
§ f/»‘r/a«m &Z

o

Type 18 - Paid 5 From the Post Office

#1097, Jul 18, 1856 Soakion cower 1o Tandler o San Franciscn




The Image Census - Handstamps

| #801, Aug 20, 1855 (docket), on folded entire addressed o
n Mnlgan I San Franci “per Light” to San
oval “Ni Line / In Ad ! of the Mail"

nnndslamp Penny Post Co San F i delivery
~ | 10c rate paid with uncanceled adhesives

#802, Aug 20, 1855, 3c entire with Penny Post Stockton
handsump and pencil "Paid” entered mails with Stockton
toH L dwin with final add being

Lu.gu Bisagno

Sep 20, 1855 San Francisco postmark, and Penny Post San|
[Francisco handstamp on cover to Mrs, Sarah Haskell in Fitchburg|
- Mass., via Panama steamer

%d iué. WM}QL
AT Gl
i G

census page

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
i



The Image Census

PhilaMercury - Permanent Census of United States stamps and cover images - Mozilla Firefox - g -

Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help

goodwin “Califomnia Penny Post” - G... I % Internet Philatelic Resources I <+ California. (with) City of San Francisc... I + ‘

= B~ san Francisco map colton P K &~

. 1 la .\o,( )]“\ :] home 7 . exhibits

‘ [== PhilaMercury - Permanent Census of... = | €% California Penny Post

€

dlt=Beys

. philamercury.com/browse. php?tp ¢

| f projects services contact
] :

PhilaMercury

S Browse frajola’s Covers

Cover Type: - All - ol

Stamp Category: - All - v

Origin: Country: | UNITED STATES v State: California v
Town

Destination: Country: | UNITED STATES v | State: California v
Town

Year: 1855 v - Specific Year v

For Sale: O Yes ® No O Either

Username: frajola Filter Results Reset Filters

. Order By: Newest Records First ~
Matching Covers:

Count: 14
Cover £21438 Cover Type: USA domestic with stamp(s)
Updated Jan 12, 14 Postmark: 1855-04-15
by frajola Origin: Feather River, California, USA
Destination: Bidwells Bar, California, USA
View Details Description: W. E. Singer & Co's Feather River Express, connecting with Wells, Fargo & Co., sharply struck blue oval handstamp on 3c red Nesbitt enti...
Log Out
Edit this cover
o " Cover #21099 Cover Type: USA domestic with stamp(s)
lAdministration
Updated Sep 23, 13 Postmark: 1855
by frajola Origin: San Francisco, California, USA
Manage Users Destination: Sacramento, California, USA
View Details Description: 5¢ California Penny Post adhesive (#34L4) used on cover to Sacramento, 3¢ dull red (#11) tied by their "Penny-Post San Francisco” handstamp, the...
ati
Edit t ver
Cover #21009 Cover Type: USA domestic stampless
Updated Aug 23, 13 Postmark: 1855-04-25
by frajola i ownieville, California, USA
ation: San Francisco, California, USA
View Details Description: Langton's Pioneer Express D lle, large circular "Apr 25" and double oval "Paid" handstamp on green "Long Tom" illus...
Edit this cover —a
Fovsnr #0087 Fsimn T e —— e N ———y v

Alternate census file (from: http://www.philamercury.com/)



The Exhibit

California Penny Post Co.

The California Penny Post Company was established by Henty L. Goodwin in San Francisco on June 25, 1855,
Although the latest advertisement found appeared in the October 4, 1855 issuc of Praves Carrent & Shipping
List, it scems that the company continued to deliver mail from the pns[ office through May 1856. During their
short period of operation the company issued a series of printed envelopes as well as a 5¢ adhesive stamp.

As coneeived, Gaodwin's plan of operation was for the company to provide mail callcetion and delivery services
as a local post as well as in conjuncrion with the existing inter-city post office mails. “These were the same
services available in many Eastern cities by che government carrier services, but were not available from che
San Francisco post office. Inaddicion, aletter box was placed on the steamers operating from Sacramentoand
Stockton to San Francisco w Jc:ommodate late mails,

The menu of services and races charged is shown in the rate schedule shown, Goodwin set up lecter boxes that
could serve as receptacles for the deposit of mail in four

{ b ajor - California ens (San  Francisco,
Eﬁ\trf\l::enr‘g,'glocktczx; ?:ml:i”\h:t:»‘:ﬁc)( F‘gr] tlmergle]riibzg RATES GF ?ENNY PGSTAGE

of mail from the post office to street ad dresses, Goodwin IF PRE-PAID BY STAMPS,
hired messengers. i —
Far Gonvayiag  Letlr (o the PusOffes, - - ©- 3 os
gs 1 m £ Uy Tt ke - 5 ots
mef‘ ng T 0. in city and
Goodwin printed the frequently seen fowarder's phrase (m,v}:“‘?‘F frodoi= At gl 7 ots.
“Carc of the Penny Pose Company” on his first (cype [y Transmitiing by Expross lefters weceived after the
Hiails are closed, - 7 ols.
envelopes. Unfortunately, that text was rather difficult o gy Delivery enst of Taglor and Pnurm strents, 5 cfs.
“ 10

o read and this sevle envelope was soon replaced by two i west of
variants. Th e I frank had "(Toy Agent of the
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Penny-Post Co," prominently placed in address line.

The type 1 frank bore the "T'o The Penny Post Co

along top border of the envelope. California Penny Post rate sehedule

However, it was in the matter of the delivery of letters from the post office that Goadwin ran afoul of San
Francisco postmaster C. L. Weller. Previously, Weller's scaff had sorted most mail inbound to San Francisco
businesses into post affices boxes (small unlocked boxes ac $3 per month or larger lock boxes with glass doors
The monthly rental E
this threat to his income, postmaster W Herwas disinclined to co- operative with Goodwin's scheme. Goodwin
accused Weller of detaiming, or mis-direeting, mail addressed to the carc of the Penmy Pose. Instead of placing
such mail into the Penny Post Company box, Weller instructed clerks to place mail into the boses of the final
reeipient. This, of course, deprived the recipient of the city delivery for which a fee had been paid.

Fallowing a physical altereation on July 20, 1855 at the San Francisco post affice, Goodwin sucd Weller, This
was the first in an extended serigs of legal cases. On August 17, 1833 the post office deparcment published a
written statement that they agreed with Weller's interpretation of regulations regarding the delivery of mail.
1t seems however. that the deparcment may not have been adequately informed in che matter, at least chacis
what Goodwin claimed. The legal cases in California wound down by the end of 1855 but Goodwin's
complaint to the U5, Congress was not resolved until 1860 . From postal history evidence it appears chac che
company provided from the post office delivery service for mail received by them in San Francisco through
May 18

The Penny Post Company issued franked envelopes in five major design types. Four of the major types were
imprinted with multiple denominations and all exist with variants in the printed text. All of these envelopes
arc rare with a total of 120 genuine used examples known.
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Type A adhesive stamp (issued June 1855)

PAID 5 "From the Post Office” 3 known genuine (1 inter Californi

Type 1 franks "Carc of the Penny Post Co." (issued Junc 29, 1855)

PAID 2 "To the Post. Oifice” plain envelupe 6 known
PAID 5 "Trom the Post Oifice” 3¢ entire & known
PAID 7 "To and from the Pest Oifiee”  plain emvelops 1 known
PAID § "Gty Delivery " plain envelope I knewn (unused only)

Type 2 franks "Agent of the Penny Post Co." (issved July 10, 1855)

R |
L panny Fontnge,

AID 3]

FAID 5§ plain envelope 3 kown
PAID 7 plain emelope 6 known
FAID 7 1€ enlive 4 known

Type 3 franks (issned Taly 11, 1855)

PAID § plain envelope 7 known
PAID 5 3¢ entire 3 knewen (2 are altered)
PAID 7 plain emvelope 9 known
PAID 7 3¢ entire 16 known (3 are bluc)
Colleet Penny Postage plain envelope T knewn
Ocean Penny Postage PAID 5 plain envelope 7 known

SARRRRAERRAR AR Type 4 franks (issucd after July 11, 1855)

2 Peann Postage Paid, 7.2

CEREEEERFENVRVRE

FAMD T 3¢ entire 16 known
Colleet Penny Postade 10 3¢ entire 1 known

Type § tranks (issued aiter July 11, 1855)

PAID 7 3¢ entire 11 lenown

” " Type 6 "City Delivery” franks
@ity Melivern.  Permp Postage Poid. 5
s

ity Delivery, Penny Postage Paid pliin envelope 1 knewn

Delivery, Penny Postage Paid 5 plain envelope 1 known
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California Penny Post Co.
PAID 5 adhesive

The 3¢ adhesive was used primarily on ocean mail and five of the six reported 3¢ adhesive
genuinc uses were used in this fashiopn. For the fee of five cents, letrers would be

turned over to special messenger and carried, via Nicaragua, to New York City and

placed in the US mails there.

TIE Pl!uv mr {'oll’l“ This Penny Post advertisement in July 2, 1855 issuc

OFFICES : of the Paily Alta Celiforwia lists the rate for leteers
SAN FRANCISCO—II5 Califorsia street, one door bebw

3 between San Francisco and Sacramento at five cents
SACRAMENTO—Next door 1o the Pust Offic:,

STOCKTON— 1t Post Office Building. if prepaid and states: Letters for Sucranento, if wanted
NARTHVILLE A1 Nemra. Povos & Co's. before 9 0'clock should nor be depasited in the Post Office, but
PENYY POSNT COMPANY TRikS : = . . o
T LETTERS, PAPERS, and oiber Mal b dot will be transmitied front our offices outside the mails.

cirea July 1835 San Francisco to Sacramento, 3¢ adhesive for prepaid service with delivery and 3¢ U.S. adhesive
"PENNY POST GO, SAN FRANCISCO" handscamp, Company carriage to Sacramento and delivered there

only reported example of their adhesive used on intra-California mail

ex Robson {.owe and Granin
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California Penny Post Co. _— ]
Type 1 frank, PAID 2

| e

The rvpe 1, paid 2¢ franks, inscribed "To The Post Office,” were issued Junc 29, rype | frank
1855. The two cent frank was intended to be used for mail deposited in one of the

Penny Post street boxes in San Francisco. For the two cents fee, the Penny Post

Company collected the envelope from the street box and deposited it at the post

office for onward transmission by mail. The sender was supposed ro add the

adhesive stamp for government postage.

LETIERS and other mAtL MATTER|
ill
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e DELIVERED in San Fraxciso

SiomammyTo, SrogrTon, or Bla-

RysviiLe, immedialel
val of the mails, if addwossed 10

the eare of the *“ PENNY POST €0

30 August 1855 San Francisco to Marysville, Paid Z¢ type 1 printed frank, 3¢ adhesive
"DETAINED FOR POYTAGE" buckstamp, stamp supplicd by Penny Post and cover sent onward by mail
six reported examples of this frank, this che only one used as intended

tained for want of
s more would h
in Marysville, an

&

oy e frequently seen th

NN ter wo mailed (our sel
) . .

A % Above exeerpt from "Memorial of the Penny Post Company ..

vLe \‘( being swomn testimony given by H.L. Goodwin on Dec 15, 185

L sak regarding chis cover, The "Filed Oct 17" on reverse is his court

filing endorsement.

Goodwin presented chis coverin his ease against the San Francisco postmaster for "Unlawful Detention of Letrers"as

evidence that postmaster Weller detained chis letrer for postage instead of forwarding the letter as postage due.,

The day following, I think; a letter was detained for want of full postage.
It was in one of our envelopes. Three cents more would have paid (full
postage.) It was (subsequently) received in Marysville, and T sent to Ma-
rysville and obtained the envelope, (and sent it to the Postmaster General.)
Have frequently seen the Penny Post Co.’s envelopes advertised. Every let-
ter we mailed (our selves) was with the intention of having it forwarded.
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