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A Research Recipe

 Define the subject, scope and goals

 Gather and review the previous philatelic literature

 Start a timeline of the pertinent history

◦ Search online newspaper sources

◦ Check google books for non philatelic information

 Find pertinent maps and images if an article is anticipated

 Construct a “critical” census of known covers 

 Differentiate and organize the various markings and uses 

 Reconstruct a postal history

 Publish on the web or in print



California Penny Post Company

 Subject: The history of the California Penny Post Company. 

 Scope:  To include all phases of operations and the individuals involved.

 Goals 

◦ Gain a better understanding of the subject

◦ Construct a one frame exhibit

◦ Publish online

◦ Maintain an active online, annotated census



Start a Timeline – Newspaper Searches

 Find digital newspapers

 Internet Postal Resources Page: http://www.rfrajola.com/ipr.htm

 Using California Digital Newspaper Collection



Newspaper Searching

 Refining the search results



Newspaper Searching

 Building a clip file of search results



Newspaper Searching

 Building a clip file of Newspaper results



Google Book Searching

 Building a clip file of book results (this from 1917)



Google Book Searching

 Magazines

From Hutching’s California Magazine Jan 1858



Philatelic Literature Search

 Ask fellow collectors
 Ask APRL
 Other Philatelic Museums

General Literature Search

 Search for city and state government libraries
 Search for city directories in local museums and online



Original Source Materials

A book dealer search pays off



Original Source Materials

A library search (American Antiquarian Society)



Map Searching

Colton 1856 map of San Francisco 
(http://www.davidrumsey.com/maps3540.html) 

with overlay of Penny Post Office boxes locations.

http://www.davidrumsey.com/maps3540.html


Image Search

This found using Google image search.



The Census Database

Database file with image numbers



The Image Census

From database file to critical image census



The Image Census



The Image Census - Handstamps

census page



The Image Census

Alternate census file (from: http://www.philamercury.com/)



The Exhibit

The text summary page



The Exhibit

The type summary page



The Exhibit



The Exhibit
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