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Postmaster Seneval,

ACCOMPANTING

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE,
D . )

‘fhe Postmaster General to the President of the United States,

Post OrricE DEPARTMENT,
50th November, 1824,

S1r: 1have the honor to submit to you the following rcport respect-
ing the transactions of this departinent.

"T'he expenditures of the department from the 1st April,

1822 to the 1st April, 1825 were, as 9tated inmy re-

port of November last - $1,169,885 51
"The receipts for postage during the same pel wd were  $1,114,345 12

$ 55,540 39
Leaving an expenditure of fifty five thousand five hundred and for-
ty dollars and thirty nine cents more than the current receipts.

‘I'he expenditures from the 1st April 1823, to the 1st
April, 1824, were - - $1,170.144 65
Receipts for postage during the same time amountcd to $1,153,845 72

$ 16,294 91

Leaving an ('\p(-mhlurc beyond the receipty, of sixteecen thousand
1w o hundred and ninety eight dollars and ninety one cents.

A comparison of the receipts for postage for the three quarters

preculmg the 30th June last. with the corvesponding quarters of the
previous year, will show a considerable increase of receipts,

Postage received from 1st October, to the 34st of De.
cember 1823, amounted 1o - - - 277,838 10
In the corvesponding quarter of 1822 there was received $261,741 64
816 091 46
Making an increase for this quarter, of sixteen thousand and nincty

sme dollaps and forty six cents,
an
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Postage reccived from 1st Januar). 1824, to the Stst of
March ensuing - - - $309.755 60
In the corresponding quarter of the year 1823 - $286.144 29

£23.611 40
Making an incvease for this quarter, of twenty three thousand six
hundred and eleven doflars and forty cents.

Postage received fiom the 1st A[ml to the 30th of June,

1824. - - - - $291,875 5
There was received for the corlvspmulmg quarter of the
year 1823 - - - - - £2088,211 26
$3.064 28

Making an increase for this quarter, of three thousand and sixty-four
dollars and taenty cight cents.

The total increase of veceipts for the three quarters
specitied, is - . - - - 342,767 14

The aceounts rendered b the yuartes o uding on the 56th of Sop—
tember last, have not been all exiined. but itis caleulated, that the
receipts will exceed, by difteen thousand dollars, the veecipts of the
u)rrupmulm quarter of the previons years which'will niale an aug:
mentation of veceipts, for the e qaiuters, of abeet fifty seven thou-
sand seven hundred and sixty sesen dollas.

The total amount of veceipts for postage for the three

quarters above stated, is - . - Fra sl 35
During the same time the® expenditures of the depsit-

meat were - - - - - S8irt 50

. —_— _—

. 81074 &5

Leaving the s of ten thonsaf) seven hundved and forty fong dal.
fars, and clgl»t) three cents, more than the expendituves for the ihree
fnarters. .

Contracts were made in September. 183 3 to transport the viail inthe
present year, two hundred and thirty fise thousamd three Lane
teed and seventy eight mides more than it was teansported in the yeur
1828, Oue hundred and twenty five thecsand and thivty foee miles of
this distance, it will be Um\l'.ﬂ‘il in stages.  There has also heen
ZIVeD, o1 many routed, witi nn the same time, greater c\p{'(lﬂmn 0
the conveyance of the maii, for which an aderguate compensation is
puwid,

In mabiing the mail contacis in September last for New Fngland
al New York. there was bt Tittle redaction of expendiinre, hut ma.
ny important accommadations were given, by making provision for an
ieveased transportation of ihe nail. Under these contraets, the mail
will be comveyed two Infidred and £ty nive thousund seven handyed
and fory mites per ampn, more s it b ever before been trans-
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orted, by contract, in the same sections of country. It will be con-
veyed in stages, the whole of this distance, except ten thousand five
hundred and four miles.

Since the 1st of July. 1823, the transportation of the mail has been
increased four hundired and ninety five thousand one hundved and
cighteen miiles per annum.  OF this distance, it will be conveyed in
stages three hundred and seventy four thousand two hundred and
seventy miles.

‘This transportation, computed at the lowest price for which similar
service is performed. will amount to the sum of thirty thousand dol-
lars annually. When to this sum is added the deficiency of receipts
to meet the expenditures for the year ending on the 1st Aprif, 1823,
and the probable excess of receipts, for the present ycar, above the ex-
penditures, the improvement of the operations of the department will

appear.

For the ahove service - - - - $ 30,000 00
Deficiency of reccipts to meet the expenditures for

the veur ending on the 1st April, 1823 - $55,540° 39
Probable amount of receipts for postage tho present

year, above the current expenses - - $£15.000 €O

$ 100,540 39

.Fvom this statement. it appears that the condition of the department
has been improved, in comparison with the year ending on the 1st of
April 1625, by a reduction of expenditure and increase of receipts.
one hutidred thousand five hundred and forty dolars and thirty nine
cents per anaam.

"The advantages from the arrangement adopted respecting newspapes-
postage frave ot been fully developed. but ithas been ascertained. that
the receipts from that it have been increased at the rate of about
twenly five thewsend dollars per amuma,

Unremitting exertions have heen made to collect the balances duc
to the departiuent. Within the pust year, many suits have bheen
hrought and judgmenty obtaified,  In many cases, where judgmeuts
have been obtained on accounts of long standing, the delinquent” Post-
masters and their sureties have been found insolvent, and the costs of
suit have heen consequently paid by the department.  To avoid, as
far us pessible. a useless expenditave of this kind, the Attorney of the
United States is now requested, when an acrount of some years stand-
mg is sent to him for collection, not to commence suit, ity on inquiry
he shall find that the principal and his surety are insclvent. Lo issue
process nsneh a case, wonld subject the depaitment to a bill of costs,
withent enswering any valuable object to the public,  In ashort time,
all demands againet delinguent Postinasters will he in suit, where
there exists any probability that more thun the costs can he collected,

The improvement which has been made in the vevenue of this de-
partment for the past year, authorizes the opinion, that it will be able
o meet an increased expenditore, by affording additions] mail ac.
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commodations ou established voutes, or by transporting the mail on
mew routes, which Congress may think proper to establish.

There are many routes now in operation, which require a greater

itare than any advantage arising to the public would seem to
ustify. If these were discontinued, and other routes of more general
utility established, the public convenience would be greatly promoted,
without adding to the expenditure of the department. A judicious re-
vision of the mail routes, and of the law regulating the Post Oftice
P-eﬁartment, will enable it, in a very short time. not only to send the
into every populous neighborhood of the Union, but to give every
accommodation which may be desirable, to the important commer-
cial points.

The money lately appropriated by Congress to repair so much of
the mail route, from Nashville in Tennessce. to New Orleans, as pas-
ses through the Indian country, and which was placed by your direc-
tion at the disposition of this department, has been applied to the ob-
ject intended, except five bundred and ninety dollars and six cents.

As a small sum of money was to be expended in repairing a road of
greatlength, and as the public interest required that the repairs should
he made the whole extent. so as to remove all obstructions to the trans-
portation of the mail, it was deemed important, before the commence-
ment of the work, to ascertain the nature and cxtent of those obstruc-
tions. This was done, by the person appointed to make the repairs,
and inmaking them, streams of water, which were occasionally render-
ed impassable to the mail, by high water, were bridged, and swamps,
which were alse'sometimes impassable, were cause-wayed. The work,
it is believed has been faithfully executed, and at such places on the
route as most required it.

After the work was done, the money was paid, onthe valuation of
two practical men, who were recommended to the department as well
qualified for that purpose. They were instructed to examine minute-
ly the manner in which the work had been performed, with a view to
its permanency and the object designed, and to report what sum would
be a reasonable compensation for it.

The balance of the appropriation which remains unexpended, will
be applied in making some additional repairs during the present
winter.

I have the honor to be,
Most vespectfully,
Your obedient servant.
JOHN McLEAN,

The President of the United States. -




