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4Cf:OKP..llfr1KG 

1'HE PRESIDENT·s 1\IESSAH.Jo:. 

'Fire Jloshnasltr Gr11rral to tht Prtsidtnt of tl1f United Staft~. 

PosT Oi'ncE DEP.\RT.M&NT, 

sotb .Mroember, 1824. 

SIR: I have the honor to submit to you the following report respcc_·t
l.ug the tran~ar.tions of this department. 

The expenditures of the department from the 1st April, 
1822 to the 1st At•ril, 1 B23 were, a.'i Ktated in my re .. 
JJOrt ot' November last S 1,169,885 51 

The rcceipt'i for }){)Ktagc dm·ing the same J»Cl'iod were S 1, 114,345 1~ 

s 55,540 39 
Lt•aving an expenditure of fifty five thousand five hundred and for. 

ty dollat-:-; aud thirty niue <'t>nt.H more than the curr~nt receipts. 

The exprnditul'<'s from the 1st Apr·il, 182J, to the 1Ht 
April. 1824. were S 1,170.144 6J 

.. Receipts tur postage tluring the same time amounted to .3 t, 153.845 72 

s 16.29li 91 
Lra,·ing an ('XJ)('1Hliturc bryond the receipt~, or sixw.een thuusn.nd 

1 '' n huuth•rd and niJwt)' eight duU~r·H ami ninety orw cent"~. 
A cnmpal'i~on nf tlte •• ,.,.,•ipt!; for pw;tage for tiU' threfl tt••arters 

preceding tiJc 30th June last, \\itiJ tlil' cm·•·,•!-~pondiug quut·ten;ofth~ 
fJI'C\'iOml Jear·, wHJ !!ihow a ron~ill,·r·,thJ,. iru·r·rast• uf l'rrcit,t't. 

J'gsta.gr N'r<'iH'll fr•om 1 "'t Or1ulwJ•, tu ttw ~ 1 ,..t uf J>c. 
ct•mJH'r J 823. nmnuutf•ft to • S ~77'.8:JS 10 

In the t.'IH'l'CS{JOJttling t{Ual'teJ• uf 1 iU·~.1lu·r·c \\as J'('t('iwd S £61, ;' 4 1 64 

• S Hi 091 46 
Mnking an inneaHc lhr tl1i"i fJUHJ·t•·t·. ,,r ~oihh•t•n thousand aml JJinlty 

mu: doU~ and i(u1v ~ix f't>nf~o~. 
·~!J 
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Fostagr n'rcin-tl fl'om 1st January, 18:Z4, to th.- Slst of 
.Marrh <'mming IS09.155 G!'> 

J11 tJae rort't'SlJOUding quarter Of the )"ear 1823 • !286.144 29 

I2S.6ll 40 
~faking &ll illf'ITaS<' fot• this quarter. of twenty tltrte tJt<"L"!-lllld six 

lmnda-rd and el<"n•n 41olhuos and loa1y t·cntl'l. 

t•.,stagr t't'Ceind ft'Om tJae JRt April to tht' 36th of JuiK', 
1824. 8291,~:"5 54 

Tbt·! t• \\it~ l't'('t•h cd fm· tht• ~ort'Cs(mntli'lg •tnat1cr oft he 
)('Ul' 18~3 • S288,211 2G 

ss.o6-t 2s 
:\1 ~\king an iHCI'f'U~~ f•)l' this f(U1ll't<'r, uf t}U'CC tno!lsand and sixty -lttUI' 

dt,Jiat·..; a;!d t'H'ilt.'· l'it;ht f't·nts. 

Tlte tot aJ i••r·t·t·n~;t• ul' t•t•rc.·ipts fot• thr thrt''C flUal'h.'l'!-4 
~:pt.•:·ili<~d. j~ • 342~:"67' J.1 

TLc liC'Ctl!lats l't'Hdt•J•rd f'1H' thf" tp:;u·h·&· ('titl\ug Ull the• ~iOth ot' 8t'll· 
tt·ntln~J·J.t.,.t. lunc uot i:<~·ra all c·x:nniJH•cl. hut it is rakubtt·rl. that tl1c 
•·••t'l'ipt~; will t"<rcl·d. ''·' i:t'1rt'n tlmu!'-alld ,,,,fl:ll's. till' l't'(';·iJ·T'-i of th<·· 
t'Ol'l'l'lipnmlingq"na·tt-rnt' tlll' prr,i;•lls y.-m-. ,,hich'will m~t,.~ an aug
m<~ulatiun uf a·t•n·ipts, liH· tilt· t~wt· •tllartt·a·:-;. u:' ahc:1!t fifty"'\'' 1~11 thou" 

• 'iand sc~\Tn Juauh·l·d ami !-tiXlJ st~\ !'ll dulla&·s. 

Till' tota! amo11nt of ttt•rript<.: tf11· l'',~:a~.;· 1~11' tl.t• thn·t• 
(JIInt·tn·s Hhm r stah·cl, is Z \;·i; ~)c.; :!J 

Dm·mg 1ht• ~nmt• timt' thl'' ,·.'qwmH1m·rs fl!' th•• rll'p:;i·t-
llll'f\t W('I'C • S 8' j ~~. 1 ~ t J(} 

S 10 7·H 1!,:; 

l.raYing thr SlHil of trn lltOIISalftl ~('l('ll lmu:h•f·cl ah11 rm·ty Iilii)' fla).. 
lal's. uwl <·ighty ttu'(•t• u·nts, murr tlmu tll(~ t•xtwmlitm·t·~ lh1· tht• i ht·~'l' 
rpuu1eJ's. 

('ontrnctR wrrr matTt• in ~rptPPIIH•J•. 1 R·'- ~.to 1J•an~o~pm·t the 1·1ail in1hr 
pt·t•st·nl. ~t·at·. two hundt·l':l :Lilli 1ltir·t.' li 1 ,. tltnmmlld 1!tt'<'l'· Luu .. 
th·1·1l mul srHnt.'· dg1t1 lllilt";, 1!101''' tlwu it w;t:-i 1t'illl~P'II'1P:I i11 tlw :•('ill' 

J B23. fhtt• lumrh•('(l und tW('II~ \' l'iH' thnt:..;O\ad ~~!H1 thil·t\' liln:• ruilt·'-1 nf 
t1.i . .; di.,1atu·t•, it \\ifJ hr rnP\;',lf'il in Htagt·"· 'J'IwJ'e ltas ulsn IH•t•n 
ginu. fill lllitll,\' I'Otttf•o.l, within l!H' !oiallll' tilllt', (.r;J'I'Ilfl'l' t~Xp{•fli1iofl lh 
tlt1• •·nm·l';t~mf't' of i1;r umii, fna· whkh an :uk,pran· rolli}Jl•nsatiuu i1 
tmicl. 

lu mat.in~ tlw tnllil C'fiiHnwl:-\ in f~Pp!t•mbf'r•la~t liU' ~t·w 1-:uglnrut 
nu:l :\l''' 'm·k. tht•J••• \\ H"'l"'' li11lr f'l'fllwtinn nl' 1'\\)l('ntlilurr. 1.!11 ma. 
n~· impnrht!t' 1u·r·nnHnndnlitM~ ,, .. ,.,, :.;ht•n. h~· umking pt'u\'il'lirm fm· nn 
tllf'I'C'll~('f) tl'ftli.'IJ'UI'fUfiun of illl' ll.:tiJ, l'lldf'l' flil'~r ('Ortfl'lll'f.;, f:i!' I:JH.il 
\"till I"' romt'Hff t\\n luluch·c·d :11111 f:fly niut• t!JOu~<arul sen·" Juuult·t•tl 
l\11•1 fca1,. ll1i~~ •• , J•r·r nn:m:u. 1:1ur,~ t:H: :1' it tm .. r\C'l' b~f•Jrc bt·•·n 11'!\11~· 
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tAarted, by contract, in the Rftlll(' Mrtions or country. It 'ill he con
ve) Nl in stapH. tht- whole of this distance, t~u~1•t ten thousand lve 
laundred and four nailf."& 

SinN" the l!oet of July. J82S, the tran.ttportation oftbe mail bu hera 
inct't.-aM·d lhur lmnch'ftl and uiMtv tin• thousand one hundred and 
t·ightren nailes JK'r annmu. Ot' tlai"' diMtam~ it •·ill he con\·ryf'4 ia 
stagt'S tlil't't' buudrrfl and scu·nry four ~ousand two hwadft.'d aud 
'IC\'f'UtV milt'S. 

'J'bi~ transportation, mmputecl at the )o\\'t"St pric-e ro,. whkb similaJ' 
~rvit-e is pt'rfonnNI. •·ill anaounl to tlae Rum or thirty tbouHand dol
lars annualh·. \Vht•n to thi!4 sum is added the deficiency ufl'l'Ceipts 
tu rurt•t tht' i~(K'tttlitt.J'l'fl foa• tl1e y('a1• ending ou tht• 1st April. t82S, 
and the J•robable c•xc·~ ol' m·eit•ts. for tht- pftm'nt )"l'al', above tht- ex
IK'nditurPS, ~ imprm·rlllf'llt ur the operatiUDI or the dtpartmeat \\ill 
MIIIK';t.l·. 

Jt'ur fit<' ahm·e senirl" B SO,OOO 00 
Dt·lkicnry of rl"tripts to mt•Pt tht• t':<~ncliturc!ll for 

tht• ~·t>ur rnding on thr 1st Atlril. 1823 355,540' ~9 
Pa·otmltl(• umount fir n'<'t·ipts lut· JK•stagc tho preseJtt 

J t·na·, abo\·t· the rnrr·ent t'"X)!f'UWs 115,000 CO 

s 100,540 59 

.I•'l'Oin tl!is statrmrnt. it appears that tlte condition oftbe dtpartmcnt 
ims hrrn hu~·H·m·ctl, in f'OIIlfJill'ison with the ycau· ruding on the 1st of 
. .:\ pl'il. 1 ~~3. h~· a redu<·tion of t•xpenditua:e and im·t'fti."'C of l'e('Cil)t'H
om· h~aw!l'cd thunsaud ti\c hundt'Cd ami itn·ty dollaa·s and tlairty nin~ 
rents pn anil:ti~J. 

'l'lte n<hantltgt·~ fa·om tla<' arrangement adopt<·d rc~:wt'ting ncwspap~· 
J•ostagt' lfm <' l!ut been fully dcvcJoped. but it'has luat•n asccrtaiued. that 
the J•ert.•:pts f111m that ih·m hin<' bt'en incr·cascd at the l"ate of about 
!wru1,. tin! tltm::·m~cl dulbt·s prr· annum. 

Lnr(•m!tting t•xt•t·tious han· hC'rtt made to ('hllt'rt the balance& dnc 
1n thr drpar·twrnt. 'Vit~in tim pa"t yenr, 1uany Huits have brt~n 
lwmtt;!tt uud judgnwntto~ obtaifJtd. In man.'· rasrs, where ju1lgrm~ut'i 
lm' c ht'l'n obtaim·d m1 acrmmts of long stamHng. the dclinrtuent I•o:Jt-· 
tlln"'ll'l':-: and tfH'iJ' ~lll'(•tit•s haH' lit•c•n l'rmnt} insoln•ut. anti the CO"'t~ or 
~ui1 ha\c• lwrn c·nn!oi(lflUt.•ntJy )mifl b)" tht' cleput1mt•nt. To a\'oi•l. Woi 

t':u· a~~ possihlf'. a usd~Hs ('X}ll'nditeu·r of this kintl, tlw Attot·m·y of tltf: 
l' uitl·rl Stutt•!il is now l'<'fJUf'Htrrl, wllt'n an IH'r·mmt of some yeaJ·s staml
mg is foWJit to Jt(m fht• rniJt>rtiun, nut to t'OIIIIIU'nf.'f' suit, if; Ofl intJUir~ 
lte ~hall fintl that thr prindpulnntlltis ssu·rty ar•t• iusnh·ent. 'l'o iHNUe 
pl'UC't.'!Os iu ~o~w·h a ,.~,!"f', \\ oulll stth,if'f't tlw rlt·(UU1mrut to a bill of' rnsf!-l~ 
,., itlumt mas\\ c·a·ing any 'alnahlt• ohj('(·t to tllf' puhlit-. lu a Hhrwt tinu·, 
;ttl t!C'Ill~tntl~o~ nguiud clf'liJJ'JIIf'JJt l'o,.;ttua~tf·r:., "ill h(~ in Huit. wht•re 
lhc•t·c· t•xisfs nny JU·olmhitity 11mt mut•(• tlaun tiU' ''''"'1"' C'all bt• collt•dt•d. 

'I'Jr:· illlpt·m·t>ml•u1 \\ 1akh l1ao! ht•t•u uuuff' in tim r·t~\'f'llll•~ uf thi'4 dc! .. 
fmJ111WIIt l'nt• tlw JUt~t ~ t•:u•, autluwhw"' tlac• npininu, that it will bt• nble 
'"' nwpf au itwt'fi\"''rt t·~ l'''ll'!itnt·t·. ft... amw'li"~ arh.lititJm&l mail ac;. 

.. 
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c:ommodations o11 t"Stablislard l'OUtrs, or by traiL'Iporting the mail on 
.ew routa, which Con~ may think proPf'r to establish. 

Tlaere are many routl'S now in operation, whirh rtquire a grt'atcr 
u:penditve than any advantage arising to the public would seem to 
jaltify. If theBe were disrontinued. and otht>r routes or more general 
•tility flltabli.tthtd, tht> public convenience would 1M- greatly promotffi. 
without adding to the expenditure of the dt>partmt-nt. A judicious l'e· 

"rision of the mail routes. and of the law regulating the Post Oftke 
• Department, "ill enable it. in a ,·t-ry short timt'. not only to send the 

mail into every populous neighborhood of the C nion. but to gh·e every 
arcommodation which may be desirable, to the important commer
cial point& 

The money lately appropriated by CongftSR to repair so murh of 
the mail route, from Na.'lhl·ille in 'fenne~t~ to New Orleans. as pa.~ 
lie& through the Indian country. and whirh was plar,t>d by your dirt>c· 
tion at tbe tJisposition or this department, ha.'l been &J•plied to the ob
ject intended. except five hundred and ninety dollars and six cents. 

As a small sum of money was to be t>xpended in N'pairing a road of 
great le11gtb, aud as the public interest requil't'd that the ft'pairs should 
J,e made the whole extent. so as to remove all o~structions to the tran~
portation of the mail, it was deemed important, before the commence
ment of tlae work. to asrertain the nature and extent of tho~ obRtruc
tions. This was clone, by tht> prrHOn appointed to make the rt'pairs, 
and in making them, stn-ams of water, which were occasionally render
ed impassable to the mail, by high water, were bridged, and swamps, 
which were alsdsometimes impassable, were cause-wayed. The work, 
it is believed has been faithfuJJy executed, and at such places on the 
route as moat mtuired it. 

AftBr the work wu done. the monvy was paid, on the valuation of 
two practical men, who we:rr. recommended to the department as well 
qualified for that purpose. They were instructed to examine minute
ly tbe manner in which the work had been J*ri'onned, with a view to 
its permaneDry and the o~ject designed, and to report what sum would 
he a reasonahlc compensation for it. 

The balal\ce of the approprintion which rt>mainM unexpended, wiU 
be applied in making some additional repairs du1•ing the present 
winter. 

I haYe tlu~ honor to bt~, 
Most t"Cspt'rtfully, 

The Pruidcnf t!f the United "'f ale., • . 

Yom· ohrdil·nt """rvant. 
.JUliN McLE4~, 


