POSTAL HISTORY OF GERMAN COLONIES AND POST OFFICES ABROAD: MAIL TO, FROM AND THROUGH POST
OFFICES OF THE UNITED STATES AND ITS POSSESSIONS

Most mail sent to and from Pre-WWI German colonies and post offices abroad was sent from or to Germany.
Mail to and from other countries is uncommon to very rare. This exhibit shows examples of mail originating in
post offices of the USA and its possessions sent to German colonies and post offices abroad, mail sent to the
United States and its possessions from German colonies and post offices abroad, and mail transiting the post
offices of the United States which was sent to or from the Germancoloniesand offices abroad.

1. German Post offices in China

Post card mailed from
Pittsburgh PA in 1905 to a
German soldier in Tientsin,
China. Receiving mark from

Hervn g .
© Ostasiatisch German PO in Tientsin,
Ostasiatisches .
£ s uf tatisehes forwarded to German PO in
Tientsin Peking.
Chinz

US postal card sent from US
1@ ) )’ Military PO in Taku, China on
fw’! “ W’qu,.w/ Y tracceh 12-13-1900, transported to
German military PO in
Vo it P g A4
V. ///' ﬂ/ /j/ Tongku, from there sent to
Germany, arrived 1-29-01.

THIS SIDE 1S FOR THE ADDRESS OlLY.



Registered cover sent from German PO at Shanghai on 7-10-1915 to Flushing NY. Received there on 8-5-15. During
WWI, mail service from the German POs in China to the US was available until 3-16-1917.

¥inschreiben. ’7i’/§
Schanghai
(Deutsche Post)
Herrn
August Henniger
Hempstedt Turnpike
fr. F L U S H I N G -New York.

U. S. A.

2. German Post Offices in Morocco

Cover sent from German PO in US Consulate General at Tangier on 4-2-1908 to St. Louis, Mo. Wax seal of Consulate
General is on the reverse.



Message Reply Card Issued by German PO in Morocco; Message half sent from Tangier to Germany on 10-13-1900; Card
then transported to the US Post Office at the 1900 Paris Exposition and mailed to Germany on 10-25-1900.

Carte postale ~

3. German Post Offices in the Ottoman

Uprated US postal card

sent from Maricopa,

Arizona Territory on

8-6-1880to German PO

in Constantinople.

Received there on 9-5- WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSAGE ON

1880.

US postal card sent from
Washington, DC on 5-7-1894 to
Austria. Inexplicably sent to the
German PO in Constantinople
before being sent back to
Austria, arriving on 3-26-1894,



Uprated US postal card sent
From Philadelphia PA to
German PO at Constantinople
Arriving 4-3-1903.

Wnited States Legation
Congtantineple,

Cover sent by US Legation in
Constantinople from German
PO on 4-28-1882 to Indiana.

Registered cover sent from

German PO in Constantinople

On 10-23-1899 to New York,

Arriving on 11-6-1899. Reverse

Has additional franking, which

includes rare margin gutter
Pair of 5pf Crown & Eagle
stamp.



4. German New Guinea

S. S.NIPPON MARU

Two Cent postal
Stationery paying
printed matter rate
To Herbertshohe,
mailed on 2-24-1911,
no transit or

Arrival markings.

After 5 days, return to
VALENTINE & COMPANY,
257 Broadway,

NEW YORK, N. Y.

Uprated US postal
Stationery paying 2x
letter rate; Originated
in San Francisco per
Reverse; postmarked in
Hawaii on 3-19-1907;
Packet Boat marking,
traveled via Sydney
(4-22) and Simpson-
hafen (5-16-1907).

Fiskus Dsutsch=Neu-(iuinee,

Herbertshohe,

HAM
Bermum?N

No. 243

Registered cover sent from
Herbertshone, GNG on 7-9-
1914 to Bermuda via Hong Kong
(7-24-1914), San Francisco (8-
26-1914), and New York (9-2-
1914); Censored in Bermuda
and forwarded to Detroit, M,
arriving on 9-22-1914.



US Postal Stationery
Sent from New York

On 11-6-1902 to the
Triangi Gold Syndicate
In Dar es Salaam,
German East Africa,
Arriving 12-12-1902,
Inexplicably forwarded
To Kilimatinde, without
Forwarding marking,
Arrived there 12-31-1902.

)

five ! /l

RSAL Pd
v N(\\:‘:;n postale

ITED STAT
(Etats-Unis

If not delivered in 10 days return to

F. G. Schefﬂ@r, M.E., Esq.,
care The Trangi Gold Syndicate,

US Penalty Envelope mailed on
8-13-1902 to local Hotel;
Returned and forwarded to
Flensberg, Germany (8-25-02)
Then to Berlin (8-26-01), then
Forwarded to Dar es Salaam,
German East Africa (9-20-1902),
Then to Berlin (12-16-1902),
Then to Stuttgart (12-17-1902).
Postage due charged on
Arrival.

Dareg Salaam,

German Rast AfYyica.

US postal card sent from
Brooklyn, NY on 3-9-1905 to
Soldier in Dar es Salaam, via
Paris (!) (3-19-1905) and
Zanzibar (4-14-1905),
Arriving 4-15-1905.



Registered cover sent from Amani, German East Africa on 1-20-1911 to Chicago, IL, arriving on 2-24-1911

Einschreiben

Amani
(Deufsch-Ostaf:ika).
M 325

Post card sent at printed matter rate sent from Sadani, German East Africa to Spokane, Washington on 6-23-1910



6. German Southwest Africa

Message-reply card sent from Swakopmund, German SW Africa, on 11-17-1898 to Mount Vernon, IN,
forwarded to Floraville, Il, Reply Card sent from Floraville on 1-10-1899 to Swakopmund, arriving on 2-2-1899.

arfe — Antwort —

réponse - — Union

Rsturn In 5 days to

H. S. POWELL & COMPANY
R. Stollenwerk, Approval Manager

Liebenthal, Rush

Largest Dealers in
the World. For packets address
Company at Storm Lake, Iowa . . .

Cover sent from
Liebenthal KS
on 2-21-1911to
Keetmanshoop
German SW
Africa, arriving
4-2-1911.
Stamp Dealer
Mail.



Registered Cover from Luderitzbucht sent on 7-21-1903 via Capetown (7-24-1903) to Jersey City, NY, arrived 7-18-1903,
Rare non-philatelic single franking of 80pf Yacht stamp paying triple rate plus registration fee

Post Card franked with 10pf stamp sent from Keetmanshoop on 5-21-1907 by Soldier in the German Schultztruppe
Fighting in the Herero Rebellion to New York. Postage for non-officer soldiers was free for mail sent to Germany, but
mail sent to countries outside the German Empire required regular international postage.

Postkarte. Post card.

. n ...... ‘.; ..............................

. WM, ..................
9 # ofpke

45 5

L Windhuk, Oestliche Kaiser Wilhelmstrasse. - e -
Deutsch-Siid-West-Afrika

RV GLAIL . e




7. Kamerun

Cover franked with 5 cent Lincoln sent from Cincinnati, Ohio on 9-11-1907 to Batanga, Kamerun. There was no
PO in Batanga at this time; transit marking from Kribi (10-16-1907)

-~/
(/é/LJ, I% , éma 7'/

Cover franked with 5 cent Washington sent from Philadelphia PA on 9-14-1914 to Batanga, Kamerun. Cover routed via
London; Due to Outbreak of WWI, Cover returned as undeliverable by the London Postal Service. Foreign mail
addressed to Kamerun was delivered via Rio Muni as late as 1915,

{F NOT DELIVERED IN 5 DAYS, RETURN TO
REV. W. H. ROBERTS, D.D.
WITHERSPOON BUILDING
1319 WALNUT ST.

PHILADELPHIA, PA.

L‘Pps;
REV. F. 1. . HI CKMAN
BATANGA KAMERUN C.
AMERICAN MISS | ON
W. AFRICA



Postcard sent from Duala, Kamerun on 11-23-1905 to Portland OR, received late December, 1905; picture side shows
wedding of German missionaries

Postkarte —Carte pestale

Wel'pastverein — Unioa postale universclie
Dnrisnice — Post card — Correspondenzkarte
Karta korespondencyjna — Cartolina postale
Levelczt-Lap—Korespondencni listek -Brefkert
Briefkaart — Cartao postal — Tarjeta postal
Otkpriroe-tnenyo, Jonucaa xapra,

8. Karoline Islands

Cover sent from New York to Yap, Karoline Islands on 12-15-1901 via San Franciso (12-21-1901), Sydney (1-17-1902) and
Ponape (4-2-1902); Returned to sender because addressee had left; arrived back in NY on 10-6-1902.

Abgereift,
ofne Ungabe der Ubreffe,

parti,
sans laisser d’adresse.




US Postal Card sent
from US Post Office
in Shanghai on 11-12-
1902 to German
soldier in Tsingtau,
received 11-20-1902.

9. Kiautschou

W RSAL POSTA

ostalc Unive rse

V! ‘?ﬂ ron ¥

1
el ?"’

BNITE D STATE STAMERICA
(Etats-Unis d’Amérique)

WRITEONLYTHE ADDRESS ONTHIS SIDE

M,
\Zx/v\g//a,cu |

PHILIPPINES.

US Postal Card issued For Philippines
Sent from Manila on 10-15-1904 to
Kiautschou, via Hong Kong ((10-31-
1904) and Shanghia (11-4-1904)
Received on 11-7-1904.

Registered Cover Sent from Tsingtau,
Kiautschou on 7-20-1914 Just prior to
Outbreak of WWI to Chicago, IL.
Originally sent by train via Siberia, but
seized and censored by Russians;
Eventually released , arrived in Chicago
On 11-14-1914



LLL LU0 LE ST AT IE I IR LOE LY A

Pofttarte — Antwort —

Carte postale — réponse — Union postale

IRIBIBIBIR R BIENRUBIBIEI

e ..

Pofttarte mit Antwort

Intact Message-Reply Card sent from
German Offices in China, Used as a
Forerunner in Tstingtau, Kiautschou,
on 3-10-1900 to Yonkers, NY via US
Post Office in Shanghai, arrived 4-11-
1900; Reply used from Yonkers back to
Kiautschou on 6-9-1900, arrived July,
1900.

Carte postale avec réponse payée — Union postale universelle
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10. Mariana Islands

Cover sent from Saipan
Mariana Islands on 2-
20-1901 to San Fran-
cisco, via Nagasaki (8-
4-1901 and Yokahama
4-11-1901, arrived on
4-126-1901



11. Marshall Islands

Aft 10 3 t
US Cover sent from LR

Coldwater, Ml on 2-
26-1912 to Nauru,
Then part of Marshall
Islands, via Sydney (4-
4-1912), arriving 7-29-
1912,

COLDWATER, MICH.

US Postal Card sent from Blake, ?? on
5-8-1889 to Jaluit, Marshall Islands, via
San Francisco (6-9-1889), arrived 11-11-
1889. Very rare early incoming mail.
German PO opened 3-19-1889.

19
N G

US Cover from San Francisco

* on 7-14-1900 to Apia, Samoa,
arrived 10-18-1900, forwarded
to Kiatschou, the forwarded to
Wilhelmshaven and then to
Flensburg, Germany, arrived
Feb. 1901.



Registered cover sent from Apia,
Samoa on 8-11-1895, with
Provisional cancel used due to
Destruction of regular cancel by
A Typhoon, to New York,
Arrived 9-6-1895.

Cover sent from Pago Pago,
American Samoa on 8-6-1914
Apia, German Samoa, arrived
on 8-20-1914. Censored by
Germans. WW!I censored mail
From German Samoa is
Extremely rare, Germans
Surrendered on 8-29-1914.

Post card mailed from Apia,
Samoa on 5-30-1912 Santa Cruz
Brazil, but accidently sent to
Santa Cruz, California, misspent
to Santa Cruz marking, arrived
Santa Cruz, CA 6-25-1912,
Forwarded to Brazil



h"

Abicmitt. Coupon.

Kann vom Emp er ab-
getrennt werign.
Peut étre détacl le

destinataire.

rag.

Montant du mandat.

Wame, Wobnort und

Deutfchland.  Allemagne,

Audland8poftanweifung
Mandat de Poste International

International Postal
Money Order sent from
Apia, Samoa on 8-24-
1914, just before the
Germans surrendered
to New Zealand troops
in Samoa,, to Pago Pago
American Samoa,
Received 8-29-1914,

Wobnung wnd 1r.) Sent on the last boat to
Designation de l'envoyeur !IUXI(I)Tumg (Strafie und Wr.) leave while Samoa was
dresse du destinataire ™ ..ol BT
Beli Under German control.
¢ Beftimmungsland
- Pays de destination Only a few Of these
. ! Unter(drift .
pf. des Annabmebeamten. International Money
—_ t Signature de Tagent Orders are known from
Biyrgen = German Samoa.
A 24 (5.07)
13.

Uprated Togo Postal
Card sent from Klein
Popo on 11-6-1900 to
Cleveland, O., arrived _ .
12-129-1900. o -

(Strag

Registered cover sent
From Lome, Togo on 8-
8-1902 to Chicago, IL
via London (9-20-1902),
Received 9-29-1902.
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