
Dakota Territorial Expresses Clarke’s Centennial Express
(Sidney Short Route)

Henry Tefft Clarke established his express into the Black Hills of South Dakota in
the spring of 1876 to provide mail service to the various mining camps, as the US Post
Office Department had refused service into the area it still considered “Indian
country”. Clarke raised $3000 from merchants and residents of Sidney, Nebraska to
build a bridge over the North Platte River, some 40 miles north of Sidney, thereby
establishing the “Sidney Short Route” on May 10, 1876 when the bridge was
completed.

Clarke initially operated a Pony Express to and from the Black Hills in 1876, but
discontinued this service due to the excessive cost. He then had envelopes franked
with information about his route, which he sold at the Black Hills mining camps,
Omaha, Chicago and some railroad ticket offices. Clarke contracted with Marsh &
Stephenson to carry the mails for the “Centennial Express”, which operated into 1877
despite continuing poor financial performance.



Dakota Territorial Expresses Clarke’s Centennial Express
(Sidney Short Route)

Map showing the route of Clarke’s Centennial Express over the
Sidney to Black Hills trail



Dakota Territorial Expresses Clarke’s Centennial Express
(Sidney Short Route)

Carried by Clarke’s Centennial Express (Persson Type 1 frank) from the Black
Hills to Sidney, Neb, where it entered the mails with their Aug 6 (1876 or 1877)
postmark for delivery to Cordova, Illinois.



Dakota Territorial Expresses Clarke’s Centennial Express
(Sidney Short Route)

Carried by Clarke’s Centennial Express (Persson Type 2 frank) from the
Black Hills to Sidney, Neb, where it entered the mails with their Sep 26 (1876
or 1877) postmark for delivery to Salem, N. Carolina.



Dakota Territorial Expresses Clarke’s Centennial Express
(Sidney Short Route)

Carried by Clarke’s Centennial Express (Persson Type 2a frank) from the
Black Hills to Sidney, Neb, where it entered the mails with their Aug 31 (1876
or 1877) postmark for delivery to Sing Sing, New York.



Dakota Territorial Expresses Clarke’s Centennial Express
(Sidney Short Route)

Unused Clarke’s Centennial Express (Persson Type 3 frank) .  No used 
examples of this type frank have yet been reported.  



Dakota Territorial Expresses Clarke’s Centennial Express
(Sidney Short Route)

Carried by Clarke’s Centennial Express (Persson Type 4 frank) from the Black
Hills to Sidney, Neb, where it entered the mails with their Apr 17 (likely 1877)
postmark for delivery to Yankton, Dakota.



Dakota Territorial Expresses Clarke’s Centennial Express
(Sidney Short Route)

Carried by Clarke’s Centennial Express (Persson Type 5 frank) from the Black
Hills to Sidney, Neb, where it entered the mails with their Mar 29 (likely 1877)
postmark for delivery to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Docketing at left indicates the
sender was at Crook City.



Dakota Territorial Expresses Clarke’s Centennial Express
(Sidney Short Route)

Carried by Clarke’s Centennial Express (Persson Type 6 frank) from the
Black Hills to Sidney, Neb, where it entered the mails with their Apr 23 (likely
1877) postmark. Address removed, so final destination is unknown.



Dakota Territorial Expresses Clarke’s Centennial Express
(Sidney Short Route)

Carried by Clarke’s Centennial Express (Persson Type 7 frank) from the Black
Hills to Sidney, Neb, where it entered the mails with their Nov 7 (likely 1876)
postmark for delivery to Cicero, N. Y.



Dakota Territorial Expresses Clarke’s Centennial Express
(Sidney Short Route)

Carried by Clarke’s Centennial Express (Persson Type 8 frank) from the
Black Hills to Sidney, Neb, where it entered the mails with their illegible (likely
1877) postmark for delivery to Fern Creek, Kentucky.



Dakota Territorial Expresses Clarke’s Centennial Express
(Sidney Short Route)

Carried by Clarke’s Centennial Express (Persson Type 9 frank) from the Black Hills
to Sidney, Neb, where it entered the mails with their Apr 7 (l877) postmark for delivery
to St. Jean Chryostome, Levis, Quebec (Canada); year-dated based on backstamp.
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Clarke’s Centennial Express (Persson Type 10 frank) . This cover may or may
not have been carried by Clarke’s Express, as it does not have the typical Sidney,
Nebraska postmark. Clarke is known to have sold his printed franked envelopes
at Omaha, to where this cover is addressed.
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Unused Clarke’s Centennial Express (Persson Type 11 frank) .  No used 
examples of this type frank have yet been reported.  
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Clarke’s Centennial Express (Persson Type 11a frank). Another cover that
may or may not have been carried by Clarke’s Express, as it entered the mails in
Davenport, Iowa with their Oct 6 postmark and is addressed to Davenport.
Clarke sold printed franked envelopes at various larger cities (e.g., Omaha and
Chicago), thus, this could have simply been a leftover unused cover.



Dakota Territorial Expresses Clarke’s Centennial Express
(Sidney Short Route)

Deadwood, Dak. Dec 11 (1877) to Rose, New York. No indication of carriage
by the Sidney & Black Hills Stage Line, as shown in the corner card.
Undoubtedly, somehow related to this route, however.

The Sidney Stage in an 1880 photo taken in the Flormann Block
of Rapid City, Dakota Territory.


