
Dudley Woodbridge, Postmaster Post Office Business 

James Bryson, Postmaster of Philadel phia writes Dudley Woodbridge on behalf of Ebenezer 
Hazard, Postmaster General, transmitting new commission and bond to be signed. 

General Post Office May 6. 1782 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Post Master 
General to transmit you the enclosed 
Commission and Bond and to desire 
that you will have the latter 
completed and return it to this 
Office. - You are for the present to 
consider the Instructions formerly 
given as now repeated, when any 
Alterations are made therein you 
shall be duly informed of them by 

Sir, Your humble Servant, 
Jas Bryson 
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6 May 1782, General Post Office (Philadel phia) to Norwich, •FREE*• handstamp 
addressed to Post Master Dudley Woodbridge 



Dudley Woodbridge, Postmaster Post Office Business 

Dudley Woodbridge's retained copy of letter to James Bryson, Postmaster of Philadelphia, 
regarding postmaster bills and enclosing his executed bond and quarterly accounts. 

1 

Norwich 25th July 1 782 
Mr. Boynton some time since forwarded me my Quarterly Acct. of Jany. and Bill; which 

having rectifyd (excepting a small Balance in my favr. as pr.Ref. which shall not Notice), I send to you. 
Should have wrote him but conclude from your now Signing the Post Masters Bills that he is not in Office. I 
have also Executed & Enclosed the Bond; agreeable to your desire, also my Quarterly Acct. of the 5th of 
April with note & c. would request the favr. of you to forwarded me the Bond I gave (I think) to Mr. Boynton. 

I am Sir with Respect Your Obedt. Servt. D. Woodbridge 
James Bryson Esq. 



Dudley Woodbridge, Postmaster Post Office Business 
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11 August 1784, General Post Office (Philadelphia) to Postmaster Woodbridge at Norwich 

If you have any letters directed to Mr. Charles Chequiere at Baltimore or elsewhere, 
please send them to this office by first post ... Jas. Bryson 

17 September 1784, General Post Office (Philadelphia) to Postmaster Woodbridge at Norwich 

Please to forward all the letters in your office charged with packet postage ... Jos. Bryson 



Dudley Woodbridge, Postmaster Post Office Business 

Dudley Wood bridge's retained copy of 7 January 1 789 letter to Postmaster General Ebenezer 
Hazard. Letter explains his error in taking a credit for unauthorized Post Office expenditures. 



Norwich Post Office Seal Postmaster Christopher Leffingwell 

The Norwich Post Office seal with monogram USA, impressed in wax, is known only on two letters 
which were sent by successive son and father postmasters, William and Christopher Leffingwell. 

Norwich Nov 13 FREE 

... 

13 November 1796 Norwich to New Haven, franked by postmaster Christopher Leffingwell 
black wax seal "Norwich Post Office USA" on reverse 

one example of this seal known impressed in black wax 



Way Fee Due I Fee Prepaid 

In 1798, way letters were defined as, "such letters as are received by a mail carrier on his way 
between two post offices." Such letters were subject to a one cent fee to be added to the distance 
postage from point letter was received by carrier to the final destination. The one cent fee was to be 
paid to the carrier by the post office where it entered the mails. However, when the carrier fee was 
prepaid directly to the carrier when received, the fee was not added. The uses below, both way letter 
given to the post rider on his way from New London to Norwich, show the two different treatments. 
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3 March 1798 New London to Providence, RI, postage rate for distance was 8 cents 
30 March entered mails at Norwich with 1 ¢ way fee added to postage, "Way 911 due 

------
--------

6 October 1798 New London to Hanover, NH, postage rate for distance was 20 cents 
1 ¢ way fee paid in cash to carrier, 28 October entered mails at Norwich without fee added 



Whf;'n Hurn our hostr: go proudly forth, 
T...<�t foes beware th.e Spirit of the North! 
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25 June 186 1  patriotic cover with Brown & Ryan, New York imprint 

Come and get your property. 

Patriotic Response 
June I July 1861 
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July 186 1  uses, all same correspondence, without imprint but from same 11kit11 as purchased 



Steamboat Mail 

By March 1841 there were several different steamboats offering service between 
New York and Norwich. Vanderbilt's Connecticut Steamboat Company secured a 
mail contract (route 482 I 802) for a daily mail on the route in June 1 840 and kept 
it until June 1845. Upon reaching Norwich, the bagged New York mails for points 
north were transferred to the Norwich & Worcester Rail Road. 
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23 March 184 1 New York to Norwich, multiple daily steamers were available 
Norwich •STEAM-BOAP' handstamp, North Shore, NY postmaster free frank 
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August 1841 New York to Norwich, ''STEAM-BOAT" handstamp" and 12112¢ due 



.:Vorwich 
Steamboat Mail 

per "Fanny'' 
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3 October 1829 Norwich to New York, endorsed for carriage on steamboat Fanny 
entered the mails at New York with small "STEAM BOAT" handstamp and 121/2¢ due 

per Steam Boat "Norwich" 
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4 July 1838 Norwich to New York, endorsed for carriage on steamboat Norwich 

entered the mails at New York with larger "STEAM BOAT" handstamp and 121h¢ due 



Steamboat Mail 

The two letters below show manuscript markings in the hand of two different 
postmasters. Also, the lower cover was charged less postage and was carried 
further than the top letter. The Post Office Act effective 1 July 1 845 lowered the 
letter mail rate to five cents for a letter carried up to 300 miles. 

1 8  January 1 845 New York, via Norwich, to Lonsdale, RI 
Norwich postmark and manuscript •s B 1 83/4• due in the hand of postmaster J. Townsend 

26 November 1 848 New York, via Norwich, to Boston, MA 
Norwich postmark and manuscript "S Boat 5" due in the hand of postmaster W. L'Hormmedieu 



Norwich & Worcester Railroad 
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10 May 1849 I 11 February 1854 Norwich & Worcester R.R. route agent postmarks, 5¢ due 

4 May 1865 Norwich & Worcester R.R., 3¢ with N&W cancel 



MASSACHUSETIS POST OFFICES and POSTMARKS 

<BOSrfO!N 

II 
Continental Congress Resolution of 30 September 1775 

1776 December 29 
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:Manuscript 2,, 16 
2dwt 16gr 

Connecticut Currency 
Equivalent is 11 d 

l 00 to 200 miles - - - 2dwt l 6gr 
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�;ton 29 Deer. 1--6 from J s ·an. 
16gr. This is equal to I Id Connecticut Currency 

Resolv�. Congress Septmibcr . 1 n 
Prepaid or no1 

Kot over 60 miles - - - 1 d>nt 8gr 
60 to 100 miles - - - - 2dwt 
100to200mlles ---- 2dwt 16gr 
'.!()()to 300 miles ---- 3dwt 8gr 
300 to 400 miles - - - - 4dwt 
400 to 500 miles - - - - 4d\�t 16gr 
Ship letter: additional - - - - - l 6gr 



BOSTON 

Ordinance of Congress, October 18, 1 782 

BOSTON 
28x5mm 

Aux Cayes Haiti to Boston to Norwich 

1786-02-04 

. /;, 

Stamp less folded letter .. Aux Cayes Dec''. 1785" . from Jabez Perkins Jr. re sale of horses and other cargo. 
Letter carried aboard the Brig Hiram. Capt. Gross to Boston. arriving Feb. �th. 

Address leaf received the BOSTON townmark, but unusual as it was not marked Free. Ship or rated. 
The recipient Dudley Woodbridge was Postmaster. 

The writer Jabez Perkins Jr arrived in New London from Aux Cay es on 21 May 1786. 

M A It l N £ L l S T. 
1'1Av.1.i.-Ornct1 P<rc nf Dojfo'• Feb. 4 

hwA•ll E•T11.tu Ftam 
lMg Bahimnrc, �rn11h, Bahiruott 
� Ctiril\ialla, .R�ukcr, .,. Surrio•ttl 
- Attin, Collar, All.I Cayea 
- - Hatniuoy, Pric�•• D.illo 
- tliracn, Gru(.,'· ·' �., .,JJit10 

THOMAS .ACCEN'S'Ma1·f1ie l ! S </', 
Friday, Mn,1 19th. Plegfn11t, forcnc morning, 

wind Al s.w. 
Sntm·tlay, 201t1. l'lcnfant. fercnc 111ornin�, ligh1 

btcczc Rt N. 
Arrived, Sloop IJ�tfcy, N4t, S41tontlAll, Vir1tint:1. 
S1111tl._y, 211\. Lowry morning, wind S.S.W. 
Arrived, Schooner -1 Jalic7. l'crkins, jun. 

mfl�Cr� from Aux-.Cayc•! i�_"-9 d�y�, ;•1h<! in_l�t. 
1786-02-04 Boston Gazette 1786-05-26 Co1mecticut Gazette (New London) 

Brig Hiram. Boston arrival Schooner ---------- , Jabez Perkins Jr arrival 

Ordinance: Congress October 18, 1782 
Prepaid or not 

Not over 60 miles - - - I dwt 8gr 
60 to 100 miles - • - • 2dwt 
100 to 200 miles - - - - 2dwt l 6gr 
200 to 300 miles - - - · 3dwt Sgr 
300 to 400 miles • - - - 4dwt 
400 to 500 miles · - - - 4dwt J 6gr 
Ship letter: additional· - - - - 16gr 
Way letter : additional - - • - 16gr 



NEW YORK 

7 

EARLY DATE 

1786 Feb · 5 

POST OFFICES and POSTMARKS 

N .. York.Feb; 12. 

Typo .I 

Free to Post Master 

Stampless folded-letter datelined • orlc Febry 4 . I 86" from Eleazer Miller Jr. 

dmance orwess October I . l 7 2 
Prepaid or not 

� ot over 60 mile - - - l dwt 8gr 
60 to I 00 miles - - -- 2.dwt 
I to2 miles ---- �dwt 16gr 
2 to 300 miles ---- 3dwt gr 
3 to 400 mile ---- 4dwt 
4 0 to 00 miles - --- 4dwt 16gr 

hip letter: additional ----- 16gr 
Way letter: additional - - - - 16gr 



NEW YORK 

l7Sl7 Janu 17 Notownmark 

POST OFFICES and POSTMARKS 

FREE to Post Master 

Stampless folded letter datelined "New York Jany 17, 1787", business letter, from Captain James Watson 

Ordinance: ongress ctober 18, 1782 
Prepaid or not 

Not over 60 miles • • •  1 dwt 8gr 
60 to 100 miles • • • •  2dwt 
100 to 200 miles • - - • 2dwt l6gr 
200 to 300 miles - - - • 3dwt 8gr 
300 to 400 miles • - - - 4dwt 
400 to 500 miles · - - - 4dwt 16gr 
Ship letter: additional - - - - • 16gr 
Way letter: additional - - - - 16gr 



NEW YORK 

N.YORK•Ap· il 1 l 
Type K 

FREE 
23x5mm 

1787 Se tember 5 

POST OFFICES and POSTMARKS 
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. � .... 

FREE to Post Master 
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Stampless folded letter datelined "Daniel Phoenix Sept. 4th, 1787", business letter .. 

Ordinance: Congress Oc tober 18 1782 
Prepaid or not 

Not over 60 miles - - - 1 dwt 8gr 
6 to 100 miles - - - - 2dwt 
1 0 to 200 miles - - - • 2dwt 16gr 
200 to 300 miles - • - - 3dwt 8gr 
3 0 to 400 miles - - - - 4dwt 
400 to 500 miles • • • - 4dwt 16gr 
Ship letter: additional - - - - • l6gr 
Way letter: additiona I - - - - 16gr 



NEW YORK POST OFFICES and POSTMARKS 
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Kl 
25.5x4.5mm 

% {ff 
manuscript 

1787 June 17 FREE to Post Master 

Stampless folded letter datelined "16 June 87'\ business Jetter, from William Buckle 

Ordinance: Congress October I , 1782 
Prepaid or not 

Not over 60 miles - - - I dwt 8gr 
60 to 100 miles - - - - 2dwt 
I 00 to 200 mile::; - - - - 2clwt l 6gr 
200 to 300 miles - - - - 3dwt 8gr 
300 to 400 miles - - - - 4dwt 
400 to 500 miles - - - - 4clwt 16gr 
Ship letter: additional - - - - - 16gr 
Way letter: additional - - - - l 6gr 



FREE 
14x4mm 

1 787-03-21 

BOSTON 
Ordinance of Congress, October 18, 1782 

Boston to Norwich Postmaster Dudley Woodbridge 

Boston townmark not applied but has its FREE 

----� ----� ---- ----"--. 

FREE 

Stamp less folded letter .. FREE" datelined: Boston. March 2 1, 1787. business letter from David Green. 

1787-04-29 Rated rescinded as reci ient is Postmaster 
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Stampless folded letter ··¥.S". datelined: Boston. April 29. 1787. letter about fire in Boston from Ebenr. Seaver. 



25x3.5mm 

1787-05-21 

BOSTON 
Ordinance of Congress, October 18, 1782 

Boston to orwich Postmaster Dudley Woodbridge 
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FREE 
14x4mm 

S�less folded lener n1lh -BO TO.· - so -nu:r datelined: Boston. May 19. 178 . 
Business letter from Da' Id Green re sale of 5 C of Claret from Sloop Juno. Robert Niles. Master: 

and Scooaner Three Brothers. Z Jeruung.s. taster. 

28x4.5mm I 8'"' 
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Stampless folded letter \\ith .. BOSTON:· townmark and .. FREE .. datelined: Aux Cayes (Haiti). 23 June. 1787. 



NEW LONDON COUNTY 

UNITED STATES INTERNAL REVENUE 
lsr DIVISION, 3RD DISTRICT, NORWICH, 1867-1872 

ANNUAL TAXES, MARCH, 1869 

24:. 

UNITED STATES INTERNAL REVENUE. 

the ------/- __ Division .. __ f. __ ___ _ District, 

and State of� � , ______________ , 

TAKE NOTICE 
That, in pursuance of the acts o.f Congress, you are 

required to make <mt a lteturn, according to the forms 
within, as far as the samo may bo applicable to your case, 

and deliver the samo to me, at my office, WITHlN TEN 

DAYS FROM 'I'll,; DATE HEREOF, or 1m addition of FIFTY 

PER CENTUM will be made to the proper tax. 

Dated this _____________ day of-·····--············-················' ¢. 

On·1cE at . //j .�!6..�-----�-11� ...... .. ____ _ 

Scorr # 92 

TAX NOTICE 
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