The Children

of Gin Lane

The Temperance Movement And Illustrated Mail

William Hogarth’s 1751 engraving, Gin
Lane, put a graphic face on the anti-
alcohol movement in 18" century
Britain. For the next hundred years,
organizations promoting temperance
developed, first on religious and moral
grounds, developing into social and
fraternal organizations during the 19t
century. By mid century, temperance
proponents increased the use of the
mails to organize, evangelize, and
spread their message. About 100 years
after it was first issued, Hogarth’s Gin
Lane was repurposed in a popular
temperance propaganda envelope.

Awareness increased, and in 1851 Maine became the first state to pass a prohibition
against alcohol consumption. Twelve states soon followed with similar ordinances,
however, these were difficult to enforce. With the outbreak of the Civil War,
interest in intemperance waned. By 1869, all but one of these laws had been

repealed.

This exhibit uses temperance-related covers, circulars, and printed matter from
Great Britain, the United States, and Canada from this period of growth in the
1830s through to the end of the Civil War era and the (temporary) containment of

this misbegotten movement.
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April 2, 1847 Philadelphia, PA. Sons of Temperance

dues notice. 2¢ integral rate datestamp.

MARSHALL DIVISION, NO. 13,

SONS OF WeIPERANCE
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You are notified that you are in arrears to
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Contents — 75% original size.
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ications

Temperance Publ

1830

Journal of Humanity
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PA. Temperance Newspaper Published in

Andover, MA. Rated “1'4” for transient newspapers traveling over 100 miles, out of

April 14, 1830 Andover, MA to Wyoming,

state in effect from June 1, 1792 to June 30, 1845. The addressee, Nathan Carey, was a

ime.
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One of two known copies of this rate marking assumed to be from Andover, MA



Temperance Lettersheet Great Britain

The Temperance Enterprise 1841

’ The Tee-total Reformation is a great educational effort— ; friends to education ave themselves the/educated, <2
I“ not certainly to teach elementarr principles, but to ag- S0 and their edncation must have taught them the evil 2%
%4 complish the same great objects ; to remova the hind- & effects proceeding from the use of strong drinks. =Let |58
& rances thblnj Rl dispel the ignor- i then{ therefox;e c:?s‘tia;n,l :;xg:gxem tg the people by til;:ir le:g [l
ance respecting the injurious nature and delusive roper- ample a practi ove f intelli;
f’ ties Ofiﬂlzoﬂﬂgtmﬁliqﬂorﬂ—w P“bhﬁh ‘hem‘em‘l’ 7 2 their cm?duct. Let them riot say that edu cation is our
&&! diture and the catalogue of evi m ¢ eir shield 2nd strong tower : the loftiest intellects of the world R
3 the pernicious usages of s0c etﬁ—*o im= have been ruined, the brightest ornaments of the Chris-
&%} prove the moral habits of thc:?eople—toteacht €m right ” 3 tian Church have been brought low; the pulpit, the k&
:‘: and economical application of their resources—to make 3 , . |senate, and the bar—the church and: he world—confirm k,.
+ & them industribus, and thus enabling them to edncm g = . ~ |the truth, that education so ealled s not a sufficient |
¥ themselves and their children; and no true friend to the y = v A ga,fegum'd against intemperancs, ai that the only sure /%
31 education of the peo] e ean, with comhuncy, refmn = grou 13'1‘ tal AL from all that intoxicates.
3 from helping forward }s The > \ NS S

L

Printed and Sold by righ practi J Rrwcaszig, Neweastla
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December 1, 1841. Folded letter sheet to Melbourne, Australia with green "The Temperance Enterprise”
illustrated design at top and "No. 19 Printed and sold by J. Rewcastle, Newcastle.” Datelined "Allanton
December Ist 1841.“ Chirnside Penny Post handstamp, London Ship Letter datestamp, London, and
Melbourne transit datestamps on reverse. 8d private ship letter rate, as no postal contract to Australia
existed at the time. 3d due for incoming ship letter.

A very early Temperance design which predates any recorded British illustrated envelope by six years.



Temperance Labels

Great Britain

1847
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February 12, 1847. Labels expressing temperance sentiment were available
from a number of publishers and would be used to seal letters and envelopes.
This British example with two such labels used from Northumberland to
Hexham in 1847 .

l————-

“The public wrestlers of}
lthe ancients abstained from|

—

lintoxicating liquors, and’ "
lived prineipally on figs.”’|,
—Bacchus. iﬁ. E; Y-
‘ 3 A = Ues -'-. A = " - - . =4y
T -;.,{ JT
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|« The man who finds i
{himself any peculiar relish|
Ifor spirituous liquors, 15|
bound to abstain from them|
{wholly.”——Dr. Dwight.




Temperance Organizations United States

Maine Temperance Union 1846

"STATE OF M

An Act tofrestrict the sale of intoxicating drinks. . enure to the p

NE.

or complainant, am}
3 : rosecutor or compl;
’_1! ufl’;li f&::?f)lfzonvcjs.House of Representatives admitted as a wi gthe tri.al. And i[") |
4 : ¢ irqve of the commen,

their names upon th,

trecover any cost.
_person shall claim a
nst him, by any sug
action or complaint, |
owed, recognize in 3

Be it enacted
in Legisluture a
- SEc. 1. - No |
by bimself or his
ly, any wine, br:
liquors a part o

erson shall be allowed at any time, to sell
lerk, servant or agent, directly or indirect-
hdy, rum, or other spirituous liquors, or any
vhich is spirituous, e¢xcept as hereafter pro-

a judgment rend
: tice, on the trial
Sec. 2. The jrovisions of this act shall not extend to/ the appeal shall
wine or spirituou} liquors, which shall h
into the United Qates from any foreign
not sold in less guantities than the reve
ted States prescribe, for the importation
and deliv and carried_away at one ti
SEC. selectmen, clerk and trea
shail an  meet on the first Monday

DeaRr Sir:—

1 have the pleasure to announce. 4o you, that the Legislature of the State ol Maine, at its recent sessionspassed
by very large majorities the enclosed Act to restrain the sale of Intoxicating Drinks.

‘I'his is the first instance, 1 believe, in which the government of a civilized and Christian State has declared
by statute that there shall not be within its borders any traffic in intoxicating liquors, to be used ae a drink, and
that if any such liquors shall be sold for such purpose, under any circumstances, it shall be “acainsT Law anp

, or both, and at such -
)] nt, by posﬁ%g”ﬁ’ﬁ‘h&?{cég 1 EQUITY AND GOOD CONSCIENCE.”

This law was L in a to the petitions of more than forty thousand of the good people of the State,
and constitutes the first blow only, which the friends of Temperance here, propose to strike at the waffic in Strong
Drinks.  We regard this traflic as the most aggravated offence which can be committéd against the community ;
inflicting necessarily and inevitably the greatest mischiefs upon society ; and we propose to continue our active
efforts against it, until our statates shall provide penalties for the offence, in some degree commensurate with its
enormity. ‘ ¥

We hope the example of the State of Maine, in the enactment of this law, will very soon be followed by the
governments of all our sister States, and of every Christian nation,

~Very respectfully yours, - 4 7
" NEAL DOW, Corresponding Secrelar
of the Maine Temperance Union..
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Passed in 1851.
By 1855, 12 states ha
Repealed in 1856 fol

September 30, 1846. Portland, ME to Rochester, NY. Printed circular dated
Sep. 18, 1846 with two page text of the Maine Temperance Act and one
page solicitation letter from Neal Dow, Corresponding Secretary of the Maine
Temperance Union. Portland, ME to Rochester NY. Postage collect at 2¢
circular rate for circulars sent over 500 miles.



Temperance Envelopes United States

Maine Law 1850s

January 5, 1852. Norway, ME.. Red “PAID 3”
handstamp. P A I D 3

“Salisbury, VT / Sep 16” and “Paid 3” manuscript town, date, and rate markings.
Used between 1851, when postage rates dropped to 3¢, and 1856, when postage
stamps were required to indicate prepayment. Envelope published by Tripp and

Osgood, Concord, NH.



Temperance Envelopes

United States

Barber & Baker, Sacramento, CA

c. 1855
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Temperance Envelope — Love, Purity & Fidelity. Envelope published by Barber
Baker, Sacramento. Weaverville, CA, townstamp with manuscript “May 22.”
“PAID” and “10” handstamps. Sent to Boston, MA at the 10¢ rate for over 3000
miles that was in effect from April 1, 1855




1849

United States

Sons of Temperance — Wilmington, DE

Temperance Organizations

. \\\ i § \\\\\,\\\\ A

\ 1
7 el l ‘\»\\ Al ttce o
/ s o 7
,///// _, < Y fze llotrie \..\N\
J/C | : ¢ > b,
/\/V‘ eI ! XL ¢ Cc \N\ \v\\k

[ <
y 4
Ve

7
~ &
Plted Coees Zrecao.

N
~
/\ |
/.[ 0 | sl Coeo Al e R é
\ A\ | / !
// Jl Q A | ' \\«.
N N ~$ , Utle TClCOlecateseeR
I ; | : 4
//.//. ﬁv o A Lon. phhi e ks Sz
N oA r : ’
s (57, 87 Ll T e r Vi Zav]

.
_ ‘\\\\2 lees \\\«\:M,
| e, Q;\\\Am\\\«:
ol \\i\& 722
k~\\ \\\\wvx T‘\\Q
”

V\M~\
e /(

l

//
N7

Temperance. Folded and mailed with 5¢ 1847 adhesive. Only 40 1847 covers from Delaware recorded in

November 2, 1849. Wilmington, DE to Dover, DE. Lettersheet with printed seal of Delaware Sons of
Alexander census.




Temperance Organizations United States

Sons of Temperance — Connecticut 1853

A C/;///%/J/W /f/%
//Mw— ﬁ/y;d/m e f/u{/of

.ie A%M%Q A ]

December 8, 1853. Westville, CT to Hartford, CT. 3¢ first issue Nesbitt stamped
envelope with Nesbitt seal on backflap.
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Temperance Envelopes Great Britain

James Valentine, Dundee, Scotland 1850s

DESIGN STATE 1

:_){‘}Yg’g l}w,»‘.’.v-._;.; y)

At¥ernann & G Tandan, 8
ST R

James Valentine Temperance Envelope, State 1. Printed in Scotland; carried to
the U.S. and mailed in Farrington, OH. “Paid 3” handstamp in upper right in
place of stamp.

DESIGN STATE 3

DESICNED &

ENGRAVED. 3 ¢ :
D ot o P T
T alpadiia Y s % e i e ol

James Valentine Temperance Envelope, State 3. Mailed in London, August 7,
1855 to Yorkshire. States can be differentiated by the vendors listed at lower
left and lower right. There are five known states.



Temperance Envelopes United States

James Valentine Derivative Designs 1850s

Published by
George D. Jewett,
Hartford, CT
Imprint at right

Imprint at bottom

US designs (referencing Maine Law at right under adhesives) based upon Valentine designs



Temperance Envelopes Canada

James Valentine Derivative Designs 1850s

Becket, M
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Engraved by J. Welch (signed in design at lower right) and sold by J. C. Becket,
Montreal. Mailed January 23, 1853 from Edwardsburg, U.C. (Ontario) to
Morrisburg, U.C. Crudely executed copy of US temperance design. 3 pence
postage due for letter rate during Pence period (April 6, 1851 — June 30, 1859).

J. Welch design on blue paper without vendor imprint. Mailed July 26, 1859 from
Winchester U.C. to West Hawkesbury, C.W. “7cts.” postage due for 5¢ letter rate
plus 2¢ unpaid fee during Cents period (July 1, 1859 — March 31, 1868).

Canadian design based upon US derivative designs



Temperance Envelopes Confederate States

c. 1863

“Intemperance is the Curse of the World” derivative
design. Adhesive applied to back of Wm. C. Hale
temperance propaganda cover used to Greensboro, NC.
“Accokeek, Va. March 12, 1862 circular datestamp.
Manuscript “Missent to Chapel Hill” on face. March
12, 1862. Confederate 5¢ Deep Green, Stone 1-2.

Banners of the Confederacy. Goodson, VA to Blountsville TN cover promoting the
three “banners” of the Confederate States — Religion, Peace, and Temperance.



Temperance Envelopes United States

Thurston & Company, Portland, ME c. 1852




Temperance Envelopes United States
Brown Thurston, Portland, ME 1852

POSTMASTER FREE FRANK ON
TURNED TEMPERANCE COVER

September 11, (1852). Unused temperance envelope turned and used from
Townsend, NY to Lancaster, MA. Manuscript town and date with “Free / Nelson
W. Winton P.M.” franking, as postmasters were permitted to send personal mail
up to %2 oz. postage free. Winton was appointed Postmaster of Townsend, NY on
Sept. 17, 1851 and served until Jan. 12, 1853.

Thurston & Co. imprint
on cover on prior page.

Brown Thurston imprint
on this cover.

Interior — reduced 50%



Temperance Publications United States

The National Temperance Organ 1850s and 1860s
The Temperance Patriot

College Hill, Ohio to Philadelphia, PA advertising The National Temperance
Organ published in Cincinnati.

At 1O Dhays Seturn o

The Toemperance Fatvio

OFZ T14L ORGAN OF ORAND LODOE L 0. of 6. T., OF NEW YOUX
PUBLISHED CYERY FAIDAY,
AL 170 Gionesco =Streoerl,
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Utica, NY to Oberlin, OH advertising The Temperance Patriot published in
Utica.



