
Canal Rail Road 

Route Agent Marking 

27 December (1857) to New Yock 

CANAL RAILROAD route agent postmark tying 3c, type L 1857 issue 

Fewer Than Five Reported Examples 

The "Canal Railroad" was the poular name/or the New Haven & Northampton R.R. 

as the railroad was built Ol'er the right of way of the defunct Farmington Canal. 



Connecticut River Rail Road 

Route Agent Markin.gs 

18 June 1863 Branleboro. Vermont 10 New York City 

prepaid with 3c 1861 issue 

CO N. RIVER R.R. route agem postmark 

Fewer Tb9n Ten Reported Examples Of This Marking 



Danbury & Norwalk Rail Road 
Route Agent Markings 

-

20 August to Foxboro. Massachusetts 

prepaid with Jc I 851 issue 

DANBURY & NORWALK R.R. route agent postmark 

Fewer Than Five Reported Examples Of This Marking 



Fitchburg-Cheshire & Rutland & Burlington Rail Road 

Route Agent Marking 

1/. ( .flJ 
I 

/) 
. 

J- I? ,I. .t.' ,ef. 
/ ,. 

6 October to Poughkeepsie, New York 

p '/ ..Y' / 

FC. & R & 8. RR MAIL LINE route agent postmark tying 3c 1861 issue 



Housatonic Rail Road 

Route Agent Markings 

7 December 1844 Bridgeport, Connecticut to South Lee, Massachusens 

RAILROAD straight line postmark, type I. and pencil 12Y. due rate 

9 December postmarked again at Wesi Stockbridge. Massachusetts and rated ia ink 

The Earliest Reported Example Of Any Rousatonic Rail Road Markiag 

1\vo Reported Ex�1mplcs Of This Marking 

A routeagem. A.C. Chadwick. was assigned to the Hous111onic R.R. in 1843. Atthe time of the abo1·e usage. 
Tl est Stockbridge was the northern 1er111inus of the rail rood 



Housatonic Rail Road 
Route Agent Markings 

... . 

.. 

•• 

J () - .J ' 

2 April 1847 Great Barrington, Massachusetts to South Lee. Massachusetts 

HR RI MAIL two line p0stmark. type II, and 5 due rate handstamp 

postmarked again at West Stockbridge. Massachusetts 

• 

Four Reported Exam,plcs Of This Marking 

�,IC;.'/ lff-0� c � 
�J-� 

� 

1849 to Warren, Connecticut 

HR R rwo line p0sunark. tyj)<! m, and 5 due rate handstamp 

Both of the above co1·ers bear the same numeraljil-e rate ha11dstcm1p. The lower route agem postmark 

is a differe111 size and not simp�v the previous marking with "mail" removed 



Housatonic Rail Road 

Route Agent Markings 

, , 

, __ ,,, --------- -� 

7 June 1847 Ne,\1own. Conneccicuc to Winchester, Connecricuc 

HOUSATONIC RAILROADS. type IV, double circle postmark 

27 July 1847 South Barrington. Mas,..achusctts to Bridgeport. Connecticut 

HOUSATONIC RAILROAD 5. type V. double circle postmark 

. 

. 

The rype IV posmwrk dijfers from rhe type Vin the shape nnd position of the numeral flv<:'. Serifpoinls 

10 !he "N" on type IV. while ii points lo the "C" on type V. 



Housatonic Rail Road 

Route Agent Markings 

" 
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I March 1849 Berlin. Connecticut to New York City 

HOUSATONfC RAILROAD S. type JV, ciouble circle postmark 

;, <: ' ' 
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. � � /t, c G . ... _ c 
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23 July 1849 Berlin. Connecticut to New York City 

HOUSATONIC RA.ILROAD S, type Vi, single circle postmark 

The type VI postmark has no inner circle tlnd a larger numeral than the previous two types. 



H.ousatonic Rail Road 

Route Agent Markings 

/¥"''-.,,,#; (// �"L 
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31 August 1849 Bridgeport, Connecticut to Flint, Michigan 

HOUSATONlC RAILROAD 10 double circle postmark, type VII 

Tb.rec Reported Examples Of This Marking 



Housatoaic Rail Road 

Route Agent Markings 

'( 

7 September (184 7) to Salisbury, Massachusetts 

HOUSATONIC R.R. postmark, iype IX, and 5 due rate handstamp 

( / � 
'- ' ._g. � 

t 

J � 

' ( .._,1...-"': . 

18 July 1860 lo Auburn. New York prepaid with 3c 1857 issue 

HOUSATONlC R.R. postmark, type X 

j 

The type IX postmark is 32mm in diameler while the type X postmark is 34mm in diamele1: 



Housatonic Rail Road 

Route Agent Markings 

• 

20 April (1854) to Seymour, Connecticut prepaid with 3c 1853 issue entire 

HOUSATONIC R.R. postmark, rypi;: X in green 

The type X pos1111t1rk is 34mm in di.1mete1: 



Housatonjc Rail Road 

Station Agent Markings 

• 

' . � 

6 December Botsford, Connecticut to Orange, Connecticut 

prepaid with 3c 1851 issue 

BOTSFORD HOUSATONIC R.R. station agent postmark 

The Only Reported Example Of This Marking 



Housatonic Rail Road 

Station Agent Markings 

. ,.. 
, 

6 June Brookfield, c�)nnecticuc to Danbury. Com1ecticut 

prepaid with 3c J 86 I .issue 

BROOKFfEL.D HOUSATOJ\'lC R.R. station agent postlllark in red 

The Only Reported Example Of This Marking 



Housatonic Rail Road 

Station Agent Markings 

• 

30 June 1868 Cornwall Bridge, Connecticut to Brewster Station, New York 
prepaid with 3c 1867 issue �r .. grill 

H.R.R. CORNWALL BRIDGE double circle station agent postmark 

The Only Reported Example 

27 October. 1865 freight receipt signed by J. Botsford 

H.R.R. NEWTO"VN double circle station agent datestamp 



Housatonic Rail Road 

Station Agent Markings 

4 August J 857 Hawleyville. Connecticut to New York City 

prepaid with 3c 1857 issue 

HAWLEYVILLE HOUSATONlC R.R. station agent postmark. station name .in sans serif letters 

I 

" / 

22 September Hawleyville, Connecticut to Hunt'Ulbrton, Co1mecticut 

prepaid with 3c 1 861 issue 

HA'WLEYVfLLE l:IOUSATONlC R.R. station agent posunark, station name in serif letters 



Housatonic Rail Road 

Station Agent Markings 

7 May Kent. Connecticut to Winsted, Connecticut 

prepaid with 3c 1857 issue 

KENT HOUSATONIC R.R. station agent postmark 

22 September Kent, Connecticut to Bridgeport. Connecticut 

prepaid with 3c 1861 issue 

KENT HOUSATO'.'IIC R.R. station agent postmark 



Housatooic Rail Road 

Station Agent Markings 

/ 
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I I " ;,,, 'J/r-

/ L /en· J,.,� 
... 

11 July Merwinsville. Connecticut toNew York City 

prepaid with 3c 1851 issue 

:VIER�'INSVILLE HOUSATONTC R.R. station agent postmark 

Fewer Than Five Report�d Examples Of This Marking 



Housatonic RaiJ Road 

Station Agent Markings 

23 January Newtown. Conneclicut to Woodbridge. Connecticut 

prepaid with 3c 1861 issue 

NEWTO"WN HOUSATONIC R.R. station agent postmark 

15 October, 1863 freight receipt signed by J. Botsford 

NE\'VTO"WN HOUSATONIC R.R. station agent datestamp 



N-augatuck Rail Road 

Route Agent Markings 

18 March 1851 to North.ford, Connecticut 

NAUGATUCK R.R. route agent postmark in orauge red with "5" due rate handstamp 

� �-<<£�-��=-� 
��M� 

5 April to Campviltc, Connecticut 

NAUGATUCK R.R. route agent postmark tying 3c 1851 issue 



New Haven & Springfield Rail Road 

Route Agent Marking 

fi'l 
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IS April 1850 to Radfordsville, Alabama 

N. HAVEN &SPRINGFIELD R.R. route agent postmark and pencil "Io� due rate 

This was the firs/ postmark used on !he New Haven, Hartford & Springfield Railroad route. fl was followed 

by rhc New Haven & Greenfield R.R. marking and then the markings of N.H. & Bellows FalL� R.R. 



New Haven & Greenfield Rail Road 

Route Agent Markings 

vlh-./a-i tZ/k:� 

J�;;,1-1 
); 4_ 

17 June 1850 Springfield. Y!assachuselts to Lisbon, New Hampshire 

l'i. HAVEN & GREENFIELD R.R. route agent postmark in red, pencil "5" due rat\) 

13 November 1852 10 Hartford, Connecticut 

N. HAVE · & GREEl\FIELO R.R. route :igent postmark in black. prepaid with 3c 1851 issue 



New Haven & Bellows Falls Rail Road 

Raptc Agent Markings 

I February 10 Boston. Massachusetts 

N.H. & BELLOWS FALLS R.R. route agent poslmark. type I. prepaid with 3c entire 

18 January to West Northlicld, Massachusetts 

N. HAV. & BELLOWS FALLS R.R. route agent postmark, type IJ, prepaid with 3c 1857 issue 



New Haven & New London Rail Road 
.. 

Route Agent Marking 

26 September 1854 ro Colchester 

N. RA VEN & N. LONDON R.R. route agent postmark tying 3c 1851 issue 



New London, Willi1nantic & Palmer Rail Road 

Route Agent Markings 

• 

4-- ·-!· �"c� /� 
e//t"'._/f. ' 

12 August 1853 to Cambridgeport. Massachuselts 

prepaid with 3c 1853 Nesbitt entire with seal on verso 

l'\E'W LONDON "' .. � P R.R. route agent p0stmark 

Fewer Than Five Reported Examples Of Tb is Marking 



New York & Boston Steamboat & Rail Road Route 

Route Agent Markings 

l • 
,. 

, �;� 
�..-'?�> � 

19 March 1846 New York City to Providence, Rhode Island 

RAIL R. route agent postmark in red with "5" due rate handstamp 

#I 

-
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3 March I 846 New York City double rate to Providence. Rhode Island 

RAIL R. route agent po.stmark in red with manuscript "I 0" due rate 

This "Rail R. "marking is found only on mailfi·om New York to Pro•·idence. It is believed to have been 

applied by a route agent on the Long Island Rail Road. The mail was then transported by steamer lo 
Stonington, Conneciic11t andfrom there, via !he P"ovidence & Stonington R.R., to Providence. 



Ne'v York & Boston Steamboat & Rail Road Route 

Route Agent Markings 

... 

25 July J 847 New York City to Providence, Rhode Island 

U.S. EXPRESS MAIL N.Y. / N. YORK red route agent postmark and "S" due rate handstamp 

3 J March 1847 New York City double rate to Gardiner, Maine 

U.S. EXPRESS MAIL N.Y. / N. YORK r ed route agent postmark and "10'" due rate handstamp 

This marking was used on the route between 1847 and 1861 on mail heading eas1ji"01n 

New York City. The mail was transported by steamer to Stonington, Connecticut and.fi·om 

there. via the Providence & Stonington R.R., to Providence. 



New York & Boston Steamboat & Rail Road Route 

Route Agent M.arkings 

�di ·1'�//kct ',t /}ytr�� 
�/a0 

'k(/�� 
5 May 1848 Boston to New York City 

U.S. EXPRESS MAIL Mass. / BOSTON red route agent postmark and latge "5" due rate handstamp 

. . • 

3 1  June 1848 Boston to Cohoes, New York 

U.S. EXPRESS MAIL Mass./ BOSTON red route agent postmark and small "5" due rate handstamp 

This marking was used on !he roule between 1847 and 1857 on mail heading west from 

Boston. The mail was /ransported by rail to Stoning/on, Connecticut and from there by 

sleamer to Long Island and by rail again to New Jerk City. 



New York & Boston Steamboat & Rail Road Route 

Route Agent Markings 

·2 . ,<I ... 
����4') �� 

~ 
3 October 1851 New York City to Boston, Massachusetts 

U.S. EXPRESS MACL N.Y. / N. YORK red route agent postmark and and grid tying 3c 1851 issue 

15 November 1854 New York City to Providence. Rhode Island 

U.S. EXPRESS MAIL N.Y. / N. YORK black route agent postmark and grid tying 3c 1851 issue 

This marking was used on the route between 1847 and 1861 on mail heading east from 

New York City. The mail was transported by steamer to S1onington, Connecticu/ and from 

there, via !he Providence & Stoning/on R.R .. to Providence. 



New York & Boston Steamboat & Rail Road Route 

Route Agent Markings 

• 

.t ... 
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23 December 1857 New York City to New Bedford. Massachusetts 

N.Y. & BOSTON STMB. & R.R.R. route agent postmark tying 3c 1857 issue 

25 October 1860 New York City to Providence. Rhode Island 

N. Y. & BOSTON STMB. & R.R.R. route agent postmark tying 3c 1860 issue entire 

This marking was used on the route between 1857 and 1861 taking the place ofrhe 

.. Express mail" markings. The mail was transported by steamer to Stonington, 

Connecticut andfrom there, via the Providence & Stonington R.R., to Providence. 



New York & Ne'v Haven Rajl Road 

Route Agent Markings 

, _j,/J«'n -,fh'/.( d'.,,,.,,.,�-:/-
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11 January 1850 Milford, Connecticut to Bridgeport, Connecticut 

N. YORK & N. HAVEN R.R. route agent postmark in red and pencil "5" due 

26 November (ca. 1855) to New Haven. Connecticut 

N. YORK & N. HAVEN R.R. route agent postmark tying 3c 1851 issue 



New York & New Haven Rail Road 

Route Agent Markings 

-

6 September I 852 to Chicago, Illinois 

N. YORK & N. HAVEN R.R. route agent postmark tying 3c 185 I issue 

'--------------- - -----------' 

8 October I 859 10 Greenwich. Connecticut 

N. YORK & N. HAVEN R.R. rimless route agent postmark tying 3c 1857 issue 



N orwicb & Worcester Rail Road 

Route Agent Markings 

17 October, 1848 New York City to Webster, Massachusetts 

NORWlCH & WORCESTER R.R. route agent postmark and "5" due rate handstamp in red 

23 March 1849 to Monroe, Michigan 

NORWJCl:I & \.VORCESTER R.R. route agent postmru·k and " IO" over "5'" due rate handstamps i.n red 



Norwich & Worcester Rail Road 

Route Agent Markings 

20 April 1849 West Killingly, Connecticu[ to Oxford. Massachusetts 

NORWICH & WORCESTER R.R. route agent post.mark. prepaid with Sc 1847 issue 

-

8 May I 851 [0 Druiiclsonville. Connecticut 

NOR'WlCH & 'WORCESTER R.R. route agent postmark and "5" due rate handstamp in blue 



Providence, Hartford & Fishkill Rail Road 
Route Agent Markings 

• 
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/� 
6 October 1855 Providence, Rhode lsland to Postmaster at Uncasville, Connecticut 

P.H. & FlSHKJLL R.R. route agent postmark and "Free" handstamp 

Free handstamps used by any roule agent are rare 

(- (%_,. /, . .  . ;,{ ·� 

I 0 October (ca. 1863) ·to Roclcy Hill, Connecticut 

P.H. & FISHJOLL R.R. route agent, small fonnat postmark, 3c 1861 issue 



Providence, Hartford & Fishkill Rail Road 

Rail Road Service Carriage 

11 February 1866 Hartford. Connecticut to Terryvillc. Connecticut 

cw-ricd outside the mails, enclosure on map illustrated stationery accompanied a pass and a ticket 

Hnrtfor1I, Pro1idOu1�· aml FI�bkill Ra !road. 

' ' 



Hartford, Providence & Fishkill Rail Road 

Broadside 

HARTFORD, PROYIDENGE i FISHKILL 
B&l•)R1D AD@ 

ii Iii 1111111J1nilW'WbtPMw 
Leave. Hartford vla \Vi. Uim -aa, t.io. Norw-iob1 New Loodoo aod. StoOO:igton f .. c l:? 

46 p, M ., on ll.rrivaJ or E:xp"911e tr llia from N ew-V<1 tk, ar:)d ani\'E!l!I at No« Lood(l(I 
at 4 ''· "' " Lhe o o c by flt.ea.m e r , \Hoo, t.o Stooiogtoo, IUld by the Ston.iogtoo. Uail· 
r00-d to Provide noc � 1. rr.h·iog tbex-e n.t 7 1 •1 :.J. 

ttotur1\ing, la/\voe l?fofidO oco at 7 •· "r., tt.rrivl ng at StQJ).i_ng·ton •t-8 45 "-· lf .• 
New r.ondon •• 10 Hi., ,.., and Hortrord in tim• for Ibo 2 4G J>. "· Tr.0.n froru 
Hutfotd I</ Ncw-Vork, •nd tlte n 4G �. "· T,..i. to Spriogfield Md lloobOo. 

BAB. 'l'E'OB.D '1'0 BR.IS'l'OL. 
1-•• Hartford for Sri.f� passi ng tliroogb Ne" llri'""1 .. d l'lainrillo, at 11 

.... >1.-.and 4 ... ""· 
Lnte PIAio•ille .. s 30• .... _uid 5 •·a<. 
�� .. r ...... 1'1,_th Hollow, Terry•ill• U>d BrillDI. - &om w; .. � 

Nt• Hart(Ofd and Ccilli019illc .. &rriC'C at Plalorillo in �me ror WI& moming �D 
10 &nford, aod ,.curu the......., day bt � 4 •· >I· Traia. 

r&rmfiij Hartford and N ew-:Y ork. 
Sl!JIJ&BaOA1• BllB'loo 

CAPT. J. H. KL'\G, 
L£A VEii D.t.&TFO.llD, Tm"""'°'"' Tla..,.,..19 aad SaLaN&,.., 

at fl P. l!I. 
LEA VD !IEW·TOR� from P<l'(lk 8Up. lll"•acla,.... �·edD­

daJ11 a:ad Fd<laJ., al .a�· ll:[. 

PACKET LINES. 
Bew lilaven Regular Lines. 
l"ot �?;:1Li . . . .  AQ'.'I•. ELIAS HO'fClll(J8:$ &.ABJJAJJ HO�T,6 Onic.n Wh•rf, 

pMa. . .._ ,E�CLISH Jc WHC...� 11. 7 .litlll Water S c �ct.. " 
__ ... 

.. T. DEJ\'EOlOT t: 801\1 ealfl \\'•ltr .. oeorrittof B1tw�ry. Bottoa -.. ft1W. •• Plt.E..."'<X11'T A Co.\ 7 l 11 tcm Wbatf. s ... Tork, • • •  ._. �. l!. BACOJ\", Uuio \\'barf. 

HARTFORD A.ND NEW-YORK. 
9'1b BIJCfS STBAITBAIPOITATIOI Im 

THE l.'l:t.OPELLERS 
SENECA, S.AOHElVI and UNOAS, 

will Ion a Old $Up T• .. •A n ••d F•lOAVI . Frei.ichl takoo at low rnteo. lo· 
quire ot' C..pt&io t ou boord, or Qf J. & N. BIUOGS, 10 SOUTH STREET. 



Providence & Stonington Rail Road 

Route Agent Markings 

24 August (1853) to Voluntown, Connecticut 
PROV & STONINGTON R.R. route agent postmark tying 3c 1853 Nesbit entire with seal 

/ , I 

( / 
/ 

... : ' I 

19 December to Kingston. Massachusetts 

PROV & STOl\'lNGTON R.R. route agent postmark tying :le 1857 issue 
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