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r gave a very thoroUGh description of cover '£112 for tvlO re;osons, viz ­
first, bMause the cover is quite an in'"eresting study an:! g~, to
emphasize one very important point - that >:hen an "EJ:pCTt Corr.l1i)~tee"

accepts a fec for an opinion as to whether a philatelic item is genuine
or fraudulent they should hnve sufficient knol<ledce of all features oJ:
a cover. For exaJnple, all features such as the above cover, Photo /'319.
Being deficient in such knovlledge ho\'l can th<?y be expected to render a
Vlorthwhile opinion? I!hen they do ren::ler an opinion "ithout some
knol<ledge of a cover then their opinion is r.uess-Vlork and. hence of little
if any value. It is a sorry state of. affairs ,,;hen any "ExDcrt Conmit tee"
renders opinions on pure guess-work and charges a fee [or same.

lilien John Doe submits a cover to, the Expert Conmittee o[ the Philatclic
Foundation, Ned York City,' he is chcrged a fee for merely an "opinion"
as to ,mether the cove'r is [,enuine or othenrise. r believe they refuse
to divulge Vlhy they considered the cover eenuin<- ,if it is actualJ,y a
fake) or Vlhy' they considered it bad (if it is actually cenuine).

mSDESCRIBED

In an auction sale this fall a cover was offered with a 5¢ lf57, Type II
described as an "or"nge brm,m," and it sold at ;~500.00. I eXar.lined this
cover before the sale and in lTif opinion, the stamp vras a Type II brov!J1
S.U.S. (,)OA, catalogued off-cover at ~17.50 and on cover at ~22.50.

Supflose, for example, this cover \'las submitted to an incom~tent Expert
Comnittee and they declared it to be the t.'30, the orance brOl'!I1. Per-­
sonally, I ",auld dislil{e to have ,,;500;00 invested in a ~~25.00 cover,
even if it did have a PhHdelic Foundation certificate statinG the
brown stamp was the rare orange' bro,~.

ANarHER EXA;lPLE
I

In the Gibson sale hy lial'd on June 14, 1944, Lot 11..4 was! a cover with
a 5¢ brOl-ln Type II and a 10¢ 1657 Type V, to Germany. The 5¢ was de­
scribed thru error as an "orame brm.n," but no one believed it was
the rare shade No. 30, hence the rover sold as a br~ 'at ~41.00.
Covers Vlith the rare orange brovlll, do not sell for :)41.00, and they did
not even 13 or 23 years ago. That same cover is coming up in an
ea' tern sale early in December and acain the 5¢ stamp is described as
the rare "oranGe brOl'/l1" No. 30.

Several years ago a SUbscriber to this Service sent ,this srune cover
to me and stated it had been offered to him by a dealer as an "orance

" ' tg Guy it provided I \iould' sign it on the
back. I do not remember hOli much money r saved him but it "~las con­
siderable.

A SERVICE Fffi A FEE

The following is a typical letter from a member of this Service:
"Will you please send for the follOl'li.ng lots in the sale by John Elank

,
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& Co. on Blunk date and exa.-nine then for me and report '-Iheth~r they
are as dCGcribed :md ore conuino?" For tluch n Garviee I charge a

ee a per 0, w ~c includes forllardin[ and return
postare, insurance and also if desired, a color transparency of the
starnp or cover, -nrrl in addition, ii' the iten is purchased I will sigp
same on the back as "in my opinion the cover is Genuine in every
respect. "

MISDESCRIBED J-VlTmIH
~~~~oi!'A..:..-2.Z:::::WO-

In almost every auction sale we find the follOl-dng off-cover items
_offered: the ?~¢ 1861 violet, the 24¢ 1861 steel tlue, but seldom
are these the real colors. This also applies to the 3¢ 1861 pink,
the great majority beine the near pink, or ros~ pink or pinkish rose,
but seldom the real Pltfr<. \-Ie also find copies of the 5¢ 1857,red bro~m

Type I, (S.U.S. No. 28 - t45.00 off - used) offered as the 5¢ 1857
indian red Type I (S.U.S. No. 28A - C85.00 off).

Mature businessmen would not think of buyine a piece of real estate
without having a'thorough examination made of the title yet many Hill
depend on their Olm judgement in purChasing a stnmp of a rare color or
a rare 'coyer for no other reason than the latter "looks GOod" - pure
guess-work.

NOlfl1l THAT THEP.E I-JETE PrlOprR ETHICS

In my humble opinion a reputable dealer or auction firm should not offer
a stamp or a cover unless he is verv certain that the item is as re­
presented. And further, I think the expense of authentication should
be borne by the seller, in every case Hhere the item proved to be other'
xlli!E as represent~. - ~=,~ -

,

•
I

In a sale by a prominent auction firm a cover wns offered \lith a 30¢
1869 used abroad. It "las described as "a clean attractive cover," but
no nssurance Hho.tsoever was furnished that the cover wns r.enuine other
than the fnct that the fizm \tas surely offerinG it as a genuine coveli'.
Surely th~ ~lOuld not have o1'fered it had they considered it a fake. /
This cover sold" t C400.00, the buyer obtained an "extens~on," sub- !

mitted it to the Expert Colmlittee of the -Philatelic Founriation, am they
turned it do\m. HO\I much more ethical it Hould have beer. to obtain
authentication of this cover before it \fas placed on sale. Ani n~so in
this same sale '-las a cover Nith a 24¢ le69 that sold at::J.75. 00 ~lent

thru the same process and was turned dOHn by the P.F. Committee, and
returned, Yes, I do admit that occasionally that "Expert CO!!'!l1littee"
does make a correct guess.

TIl Cc'NTRAST I
I

In a snle by Robert Siegel on Nov. 14th lact, Lot 251 was a cover with
a 24¢ 1869 - the lot described as i'ollows, c;,uote: "24¢ Green & Violet
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(121) tied on cover, 'Nc.\·r York registered' pink on registered COVIT,
triple 3 x 3¢ plus 15¢ fee in lil70, siGned by Stanley D. A"hbrook on
back. Fine and rare cover." (uncluote) The Gale nrice leaS $B25.CO."
I believe that here is a case I·rhere the buyer had no fear he 'las not
actually buyill[ a genuine 24¢ 1869 cover, and as such he 'was willing
to pay for that assurance.! /

I

GUESS-l,Onx

Recently a COVCr 1-las submit ted to me for my op:unon. It had a
sinele copy of the 90¢ 1861 addressed to blaruc. This cover was ac­
companied by a certificate of the Expert Commictee of the Philatelic
Foundation ,·rhich stated that in their opinion the 90¢ stamp '·ws used
on this cover. In my opinion, they were absolutely "Irong as there

. , ....s ae e'lideaee '.;hatseever tltat-t-he 90i stnmp had been used on the
covcr, leavine; but one conclusion - they had used "guess-I'lork" because
the cover "lookEd cenuine." The European crooks,. fakers ilnd fixers
of U.S. covers strive to make their friluds "look renuine." l~y buyers
no doubt have the mistaken idea trot they are phili'telically srorter
than the experienced croo!;s. I, for one, have real respect for some
of their clever "rork, hence endeavor to the best of 1"\f ability to keep
as maily. jumps ahead of then! as possible.

All of the above sums up to this appeal - Please be careful and if
you are not~, seek the advice of some recoenized student in the
particular field. For example, Brookman for crills or the Baruc Notes,
Perry for Locals am Carriers, Dr. Carroll Chase for an;\'thing and
everything in the 3¢ 1851-57 and any other 19th Century item, etc., etc•

. AGAIN THE COVl.R TC SPEZZIA, ITlLY

Photo 1;319 shmrs the cover addressed to "RICHArD L. LAH, U.S.N." Hho
was this naval officer: The follOl.,ing data c< ncerning him l·ras furnished
to me by Hr. Richa'd B. Graham, of Columbus, Ohio, a member of the
Universal Ship Cancellation Society.

RiChard L. Lm·r 'las born in Indiana and appointed a midshipman in 11341.
Graduated from Annapolis in 1847, made a lieutenant in 1855, a Lt.
Commander in 1862, a Commander in 1866, Captain in le77 and retired
in 1886. He died in 1891. He served as a Lieutenant on the "Constella­
tion" in 1857 ~Ihen that ship ,.,as attached to the Mediterranean Squadron,
Ui1der Commcdore Samuel L. Dreese, U.S.N.

SOliE IlEI-lArJ<ABlE PRICES
20TH CEr~TUnY

In a sale by In.,in Heiman on November 7th last, of the Crom,Iell
collectien Lot 151 was an imperforate pair of the 4¢ bro,m S.U.S. 314A
(page 79). A S.U.S. footnote roads: "This stamp WilS issued il:1­
perforate but ·all copies were rriviJtely perforated 'lith large oblone
perforations at the sides (Scherrnack Type III)." The S.U.S. quotes p.
pair at :."2,750.00 unused. In the Heiman sale a pair sold at ~~4,OOO.OO.

,
I
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Lat /255 was a strip of four of the 3¢ Oraneeburg, N.L coil, said to be
the only unused strip kn01"ffi. S.U.S. If')89, sold at :7:',,300,00. '
Lot /,)63 II<:!S a 1¢ Green - S.U, S. 1,544 - Rotary Perf. 11. Horiz. pair ­
"probably unique," sold ;,t ~:2,200.00.

Lot 1/607 was a 1918, 24¢ Air invert, (S.U.S. C3A - fh,OOO.OO) sold at
$3,900.00.

A MAGNIFICENT COhlECTION
--=-::~~"ZT"""_=~",,, _~_

A most remarkable sale of 1847 covers 11<15 held by nobe~t Siegel of
Mel-I York on October 31st last. There Here only 312 lots in the
sale but some of the prices were most surprising. In t.1e catalofue
Mr. Siegel stated tk.t this sale comprised the finest l~t of 1847
covers to ever come on the market(?) and included items :rom many
famous collections of paat years, such as Emerson, Knapp, Broh~,

I·leroni, J.ehman, Ackerman, Gibson, Moody, l'laterhouse, Caspl,ry and others.

FMIT lIST IC
--~~~~----

--..
-I

I
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The high point of the sille Has a cover I'lith a pilir of the 5¢ 181.7
sta;nps used and 'canceled ;;1., Hontreal to Nei, York City, in Na~ 1851.
This cover Has in' the Casfl'J-rj sale on ,lan. 16th, 1956, and as 1"01.,

1/119, it sold at $2,800.00. Later it Has rr.:r:cred that a disap,,~inted

bidder ]Xlid $3,200.00 for it. In the rece;1t Siegel sale this ewer
sold at C,5 ,4CO. 00. To ",e this seems fantastic. I never dre:llnc< that
I would live to see the day H;1en a cover.l1ith a pair of the 5¢ 1,',,7 "ould
sell at any such a fantastic price. For a large illustration of '.his,
remarkable covcr see pare 34 of the 11. I,:. Harmer catalogue of the Geo'ond
sale of the Caap:ll'y collection, held Jan. 1(;, 19560 In the Februmv' 1956
issue of the Serrice, after the sale, on p~re 1.'469, I referred to Lis,
cover e.s follo\-ls,. quote: I

"Lot 119 \-las a folded letter \-lith a pair 0-' the 5~ 13l,7 used from I

l·lontreal lla~' 2, 1851 to 118\; York City, the stamps canceled and tied
by tHO s:.ril(es of a Canadian turgEt ill hluck. Dem~ in m:bd the date
of use o I Hander ho\"! r.w.n:r colJ.cctors appreciatect the si[;nifinance of
this cover? It is in iln entirely different classification from Lot
118 Hhich I descrJ.bed above, because it s1,o>1s no payment of any Ca\'wdian
postagG, and I think the EXplanation is obv-iouso t. postD1 "Ereement
betHeen the U. S. and Canada "lent into effect on April 6, 1851, >:here­
by postaGes in either country could be paid to destinCltions in the
othC'r. The rate fron the U.S. (California 1l.nd Oreeon eJiceptect) 1';as
fixed at 10¢ per ~ oz" am frcr.. Canada to the U. S. at six pence
currency (Califo:-nia", Oregon excepted). Prepayment ,:as optional. The
first Canadian p0sta.r:c stamps Here issned during the last "Ie&' of April
1851. !In official cil'eul,1r dated I\pril 21, 18~1, announced 'PostaGe
stamps arc about to be issued. i The Caspm:-y cover (.Lot 119) s~,O\';s UGe
from Hontreal on l~.,. 2.-l?5~ and apptirentl~' this letter "lent thru the
Canadian nnil 1'lith the pair of 5¢ 1847 payin[, the en~ire postace .' not
ffi2rely from the border to Nal York. lIere lie do ha'.'e a most unusual
case of U.S. st.'':'1.pS u~ed from Canada, and canceled there and paying the
entire rate. Th.'s cover (/,'119) sold at .:2,800.(,'0." (unquote) .
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The Hontreal Post Office should have rated this cover (lS UJ'!xdd dth
six(6) pence C=acinn or lOt U.S. due. ll<r,:evcr, under thcpoOJ!.(ll
"agre6l1ent" each country l"laS entitled to retain all ptlstage5 yollected,
so I 6uppo~e the Hontrml office thouGht l'lhat ,laS the use in rtiting the
cover as unpa.id. After all the Canadian Lv.V. l:ould not receive any
of the 10¢ collected. The Hontreal office did cancel the et=ps ani
here 11e have somethinc most unusual, v~., U.S. st=ps canceled in a
foreign country and recoGnized at the Iku Yor), Post effice.

/

In the Gibson sdc by Hard on Junc 14, 194/" there l-J~S a ~imil.r covcr
to t!,e one described above, e;;cept that instcGd of a pair of the 5¢
1847 it had a sincle 10¢ 1847. This ~/as Lot 18 and it sold at the vpry
modest price of ~:210.00. This Gibson COVel" lm3 uoed from l!ontrcal on
Jlme 22Ll.82~ and \'f~s addressed to D.s. Kermedy, Heu York. Thc 10i 1847
"ms canceled \'fith thc black Hontreal "t"rcct" but the st'amp l'las not
actually tied. Jtn.illustration appeared on pa~e 9 of the sale catalo[Uc.
Herc """ a use in June 18~2 almost a ycar (lfter thc 10¢ 1847 had been
demonethed. Both covers \oIcre from :'!ontreal to NC\oI York, both had the
same type 110ntrc,,1 postmar]" both' had the st=ps canceled by the
Montrcal "tareet" (concentric circle) and both had the red curved
"Ci,Ni.bIl." In addition, the Gibson covcr had a harrlstamped "Pi,ID" in
red lIhich I as=e >las applied at N""I York(?).

it SIlUL,\fi COVEn

/
cr 31l!U <:1' 0 J. son" Cover ,lao Lot 1.'173 in the Casr>~ry

sGle of Jili'. 16, 1956. one had a 10¢ 1847 tied tiGht by the
J.lontrcal "tarGet" in black. Sane type of Hontrc<:i1 post".~rk in red >lith
d....te of "Sep 4 - 1851," same curved "Cannda," and s=e curved "FAID."
Addressed in the same hrmdwritine as the above described coveT llith the
pair of 5·¢ 1847, to Hessrs. E. D. Horgan &. Co., Net; York. The s.:lle price
was ('.3,000.00.. Here again a use of the lO¢ 1847 Hith reCOGnition of
the invalidated '"tamp at the Ne;1 York Post Office. .

Fffi THE RECORD

In a sale by H. fi. I':armer, Inc: on Nov. 4th, 1957, Lot /,'4 was a pair of
the 5¢ 1847 on a niece of cover canceled by two black targets and by a
part of a red encircled "10." It is my Lelief that this pair ",as a usc
from Canada. possibly H:mtreal, to Ne'l York and cut froJ:! a similar
cover to the above described covers. The red encircled "10" was of a
type used at NeH York. Incidentally, this pair of the 51 sold at
~325.00. \

ANamm SImV,fi COVER

In a Service Issue of NovGllber 1st, 1956, I described on raCe {,'550, a
sir.lilar cover from J.lontreal to Ncrl York, and illustrated it by
PhotocrElph 1,'272. This cover had a sin£;le 10¢ 18l,7 tied tiGht by the
same type 110ntreal postmark in black ,;ith date of "JY 2£ - 1851"
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(July 28). Again a use'of the 10¢ after demonetization. This cover,
tiZ:B:., had a black lfontrcal encircled "6d" canceled out by the black
/I'Ontreal "target" - indicating that the folded letter Has oricinally.
rated as unooid vlith 6d (pence), or 1O¢, due at Ne!'I York t·ut lntcr this
~Ias overstruck by the tareet cancel. Thi::; ViaS addressed to D.S.KernOO,y,
58 Hall St., Ueu York.

AGAIN THE SIEGEL S;'uE OF FOr-IT-SEVEtlS
,

The follmling are a feloJ of the outstnndil1ll covers in that sale of Oct.
31, 1957:

51 1847 tied by the Binghamton Herringbo~in red, sold at (/600 - Lot t8.
In the l1eroni sale by Fax, 11/13/52, this uas Lot /1225 and sold at
$320.00.

I
5£ 1847 tied by bright red East BenrUnr,ton, Vt. poct-mark - A shovl piece ­
Lot {23 - sold at t)775.00. In the Lehman sale by Fox 10/28/54 this \{<lS
Lot 54 and sold ..:t ~:325.00.

2.1 1847 - H.P., Lot /,'137 - H_untsville, Ala.• Canceloo by the/red star
sold ~t ;'850.00. i

5¢ 181+7 - Block of four - Lot 160 - !'leH York to Montreal. Sold nt
~1,250.00. In the l'Iest sale (1943) this Has Lot ,261 - sold at (~380.00.

10£ l8H] - tied by Chic<l{;o "10" in cog cancel - Lot ':177 - sohl at
(:;1,300.00. A sholoJ piece. I I

( /
!QL]81,7 .. tied to a cover from ~innati by lIP,\ID" - Lot /200 - sold
at ..,;625.00. This stnmp \JaS desc'rii'ed as, "huee marrsj.ns.;I,

1O¢ 1847 - tied by blue 10 in scalloped circle to cover from Nashville,
Term. J~ot /.'207 - sold at ':·900.00~ The next Lot .:'208 '·:as also a cover
from Nashville, Tenn••lith a 10¢ '47 tied by a blue Grid. Sale price
$340.00. Thus the difi"erence in price betHeen a blue Crid and a
scalloped circled 10 was C560.00. Somethin:' to think about.

101 l847~- H.S. of four. The celebrated lli'?~'::. S?ve;: - Lot /,'23,2 -
" •• . . . -Knapp sa e VS1J.0!41) as Lot /'2308

and sold at ::;2,175.00. I ahlays thought that this cover \·.'US ,'my over­
rated became of the heavy cancelation.

5¢ - 10~. - on cover - "Vermt & Hassts R.R," - Lot 233.- sold at
~1,550.00. This was Lot 88 in the Waterhouse sale, Lomlon, 6/27/55
and sold at approxiJQ2.t ely ~:,l, 680. 000 .

5~ plus 10¢ - on cover to France. Lot 234 - sold at Moo.Qo.

5¢ plus lOt - on cover to Cuba - Lot #236 - sold at ~¢OO.OO•
•

5¢ 1847 - tied by "Ste:uner 5" in ~val, Lot /'237 - sold at C825.00. I
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illustrated this Cover by photoGr~Dh V178 in the Service ISGue of
Nov. I, 1954.

5£ 18l!Z - tied by Bl\l~ Grid. On fDce 'is the rare circular 'lurki"'''
"STL"""O'T" ' ' -""

I\!'", " lath laree ~' in cent er in blue - postmarked in blue
II NonJich, Conn," to Eoston, Lot i.'23!l - sold at ;,eoo. CO. This l'/a~
Lot fill in the Gibson sale (191,4) and sold nt ~'155,00. It aeain came
up in the Meroni sale (Fox - 11/1,3/52) ns Lot 1'1236 and sold at
$137,50. This is the only record that I hnve of an 1847 cover
~Jith this rare ~~boat 2." marking.

2j 18h7 - tied by the blue boXed "Tro:\, « NeH York Iitear.Jooat."
Lot (239 - sold nt $1,650,00. This-cover sola-Til't'hcI:ehlmn sale by
Fox 10/28/54 at C700.00.

.
~-~;""-""-"";10¢ 1%7 - tied by cireulnr "Stf::nmship" \'lith Inrge "10" in center
~ \NC\'l York). Lot f.'249 and sold to order at ;~775,OO, Thi" same cover

~ras Lot 24 in the Gibson sale 6"(14/44 by ;Inrd l!hen it sold at C130.00.
The stnnp has pen cancelation removed but no mention of this fnct l'laS
ma<.!e in the two cataioL;uc descriptions, IV photoeraph by ultra-violet
shows the penmarks,,

Lot 291 consisted of
One' had a p.-:"ir of 5.$

.. 10£ 1847 - tied by the very rare truncated Grid in~ red. of the
"HUDSGN RIV. I-IAlL" to Canada. Lot /,'250 - sold at 'i;775,?O. In m~
oPInion thi~ is an exceptionally rare cover. See ServJ.ce IS5\.le of
Sept. 1, 1857.

~' 1847 - tied by red circular "fIOUS!,!' NIC RAILFOAD" llith large "5"
..;.~ -- Trul I - I:cl, -'57 - sold nt a,ooo.oo.J.n center. y a s 10\-1 pJ.ece. _.. -: f the "Housatonic
Lot 258 had a 54 tied by the red slX-bar squar~ l;r~ 0
-, '..... k f"ce Sale pnce ,·750.00.Railroad" l·ath that po",,,mar on u p' , , as rine.

Lot 259 was a simiJ.;,r cover to Lot 1,258 H:Lth a 5¢ not
Sale price C500.00,

I' Lot i.'285 -
.51 1847 - tied by red [rid from Savannah, Ga. to ·rnnce.

sold at ,,,:850.00. .

1 kb E lnnd froD N",·/ Or1eons,
tl"O covers to B uC l.lO4- 'nE' ~ "2 200 00
1847, the other a 10¢. Sale prlce ... 1 • •

tllOrk IIVIi1Jn.inet en &..
"1.0" to cover, blue pos,' .

101 1847 - tied lJy' b1.Ue
5

,,, Lot /,'282 _ Sol.d at ,,825.00.
Ral ' h Railroad - l~ye:l.1j ,

I
I




