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& Co. on Blank date and examine them for me and report whether they
are as descr:hed and are penuine?”  For such a service I charge a
° , “includes forwarding and return

- postage, lnsurance and also if desired, a color transparency of the

stamp or cover, and in addition, if the iten is purcbaced Iwill sign
same on the back as "in my opinion the cover is genulne in every
respect.”
MISDESCRIPED MATTRIAL
=

B I R TR S ST

In almost every auction sale we find the following off-cover items
offered: the 24¢ 1861 violet, the 24¢ 1861 steel btluve, but seldom

are these the real colors. This also applies to the 3¢ 1861 pink,

the great majority being the near pink, or rosey pink or pinkish rose,
but seldom the real PINK, Ve also find copies of the 5¢ 1857,red brown
Type I, (5.U.S. No. 28 — $45.00 off - used) offered as the 5¢ 1857

indian red Type I (5.U.S. No. 28A - $85.00 off).

Mature businessmen would not think of buying a piece of real estate
without having a thorough examination made of the title yet many will
depend on their own judgement in purchasing a stamp of a rare color or
a rare tover for no other reason than the latter "looks good" - pure

Fuess-work.
WOULD THAT THERE WETL PROPTE ETHICS

In my humble opinion a reputable dealer or auction firm should not offer
a stamp or a cover unless he is very certain that the item is as re-
presented. And further, I think the expeiise of authentication should

be borne by the seller, in every case where the item proved to be other

thag as regresen@ed.
' AN EXXPLE

In a sale by a prominent auction firm a cover was offered with a 30¢
1869 used abroad. It was described as "a clean attractive cover," but
no assurance whatsoever was furnished that the cover was gernuine other
than the fact that the firm was surely offering it as a genuine cover.
Surely they would not have offered it had they considered it a fake.’/
This cover sold =t £400,00, the buyer obtained an "extension," sub-
mitted it to the Expert Committee of the Philatelic Foundation, and they
turned it down. How much more ethical it would have been to obtain
authentication of this cover before it was placed on sale. And a}so in
this same sale was a cover with a 24¢ 1869 that sold at .475.00 went
thru the same process and was turned down by the P.F. Committee, and
returned, Yes, I do admit that occasionally that "Ixpert Committee"
does make a correct guess.

IN CUNTRAST

In a sale by Robert Siegel on Nov. l4th last, Lot 251 was a cover with
a 24¢ 1869 ~ the lot described as follows, cuote 2L ¢ Green & Violet
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(121) tied on cover, 'New York registered' prk on registered cover,
triple 3 x 3¢ plus 15¢ fee in 1870, signed by Stanley P. Ashbrook on
back. Fine and rare cover." (unnuote) The sale nrice was $825.C0."
I believe that here is a case vwhere the buyer had no fear he was not
actually buying a genuine 24¢ 1869 gover, and as such he was willing
to pay for that assurance. ;

GUESS-1ORK

Recently a cover was submitted to me for my opinion. It had a
single copy of the 90¢ 1861 addressed to blank., This cover was ac-
companied by a certificate of the Expert Committee of the FPhilatelie
Foundation which stated that in their opinicn the 90¢ stamp was used
on this CoVer, In my oplnxon, they were absolutely wrong as there

& rat—the 90¢ stamp had been used on the

covcr, leaVlnL but one conclusion - they had used "pguess-work" hecause

the cover "looked genuine." The European crooks, fakers and fixers

of U.S5. covers strive to make their frauds "look genuine." Many buyers
no doubt have the mistaken idea that they are philotelically smarter
than the experienced crooks. I, for one, have real respect for some

of their clever work, hence endeavor to the best of my ability to keep
as many jumps ahead of them as possible.,

A1l of the above sums up to this appeal -~ Please be careful and if

you are not sure, seek the advice of some recognized student in the
particular field., For example, Brookman for grills or the Bank Notes,
Perry for Locals amd Carriers, Dr. Carroll Chase for anything and
everything in the 3¢ 1851-57 and any other 19th Century item, etc., etc.

"AGAIN THE COVIR TC SPEZZIA, ALY

—

Photo #/319 shows the cover addressed to "RICHAID L. LAW, U.S.N." Vho
was this naval officer? The following data ¢ ncerning him was furnished
to me by Mr. Richa:d B. Graham, of Columbus, Ohio, a member of the
Universal Ship Cancellaticn Society.

Richard L. Law was born in Indiana and appointed a midshipman in 1841,
Graduated from Annapolis in 1847, made a lleutenant in 1855, a Lt,
Commander in 1862, a Commander in 1866, Captain in 1€77 and rctired

in 1886. He died in 1891. He served as a Lieutenant on the "Constella-
tion" in 1857 when that ship was attached to the Mediterranean Scuadron,
under Commcdore Samuel L, breese, U.S. N,

SOME REMARKABLE PRICES
20TH CENTURY

In a sale by Irwin Heiman on November 7th last, of the Cromwell
collectlon Lot 151 was an impcrforate pair of the 4¢ browm S.U,S. 314A
{(page 79). A S.U.5. footnote roads: "This stamp was issued im-
perforate but -all copies were privzately perforated with large oblong

perforations at the sides (Schermack Type III)," The S.U.S. cuotes
pair at :2,750.00 unused. In the Heiman sale a pair sold at [4,000,00.
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Lot 7255 was a strip of four of the 3¢ Orangeburg, N.Y. coil, said to be
the only unused strip known. S5.U.S. /389, sold =zt 54,300.00,

Lot #363 was a 1¢ Green - S.U.S. ., 544 - Rotary Perf, 11. Horiz, pair -
"probably unicque," sold :t 72,200,00, -

Lot #/607 was a 1918, 24¢ Air invert, (S.U.S. C3A - {4,000.00) sold at
$3,900,00, '

_A MAGNIFICENT COLLECTION

ISR T - s

A most remarkable sale of 1847 covers was held by Robe:t Siegel of

New York on October 31st last. There were only 312 lois in the

sale but some of the prices were most surprising. In tie catalorue

Mr. Siegel stated that this sale comprised the finest lct of 1847
covers to ever come on the market(?) and included items rom many
famous collections of pact years, such as IEmcrson, Knapp, Brown,

Meroni, Lehman, Ackerman, Gibson, Moody, Waterhouse, Caspivy and others.

The high point of the sale was a cover with a pair of the 5¢ 18,7

stamps used and canceled at Montrzal to New York City, in May 1851,

This cover was in the Caspary sale on Jan. 16th, 1956, and as Lot

#119, it sold at $2,800.00, Later it was rumered that a disapwinted
bidder paid $3,200.00 for it. In the recent Siegel sale this civer

sold at $5,400.00. To me this seems fantastie. I never dreamex that

I would live Lo sce the day wilen a cover with a pair of the 5¢ 1.7 would
sell at any such a fantastic price. For a large illustration of this,
remarkable cover see pagpe 34 of the ll, E. Harmer catalogue of the second
sale of the Cacpary collection, held Jan. 16, 1956, In the Februoiv 1956
issue of the Service, after the sale, on page #469, I referred to t.is
cover as follows, cuote: /

"Lot 119 was a folded letter with a pair of the 5¢ 1847 used from’
Montreal ilay 2, 1851 to New York City, the stamps canceled and tied

by two sirikes of a Canadian target in black. PRear in mind the date

of use, I wonder how many collectors appreciated the significance of
this cover? It is in an emiirely different classification from Lot

118 which I described above, because it shows no paymmt of any Canadian
postage; and I think the exnlanation is obvious, A postal cgreement
between the U, S. and Canada went into effect on April 6, 1851, where-
by postages in either country could be paid to destinations in the
other. The rate from the U.S. (California and Orepon encepted) was
fixed at 10¢ per & oz., and from Canada tc the U, S, at six pence
currency (California & Oregon excepted). DIrepayment wvas optional, The
first Canadian postare stamps were issued during the last week of April
1851, An officinl circular dated April 21, 1851, announced ‘'Postage
stamps are about to be issued.? The Caspary cover (Lot 119) shows uce
from Hontreal on gy 2, 1851, and apparently this lectter went thru the
Canadian mail with the pair of 5¢ 1847 paying ithe emiire postare - not
merely from the border to New York. Here we do have a most unusual
case of U.S. stomps used from Canada, and canceled there and paying the
entire rate. This cover (7#119}sold at .2,800.C0." (unguote)
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The Montreal Post Office should have rated this cover as urnaid with
six(6) pence Canadian or 10} U.S. due, Hoiever, under the postal
"agreement" each country was entitled to retain all postages ¢ollected,
so I suppoce the llontreal office thought what was the use in rcting the
cover as unpaid. After all the Canadian I*,U.U. would not receive any
of the 10¢ collected. The Montreal office did cancel the stamps amd
here we have something most unusual, viz., U.S5. stamps canceled in a
foreign country and recognized at the New York Post Cfrice./

THE GIBSON COVIR - A SIMIL/R ISE

In the Gibson szle by VWard on Junc 14, 194/, there wos a cimilcr cover

, to tl:e one described above, except that instcad of a pair of the 5¢

1847 it had a single 10¢ 1247. This was Lot 18 and it sold at the very
modest price of 210,00, This Gibson cover was used from Montreal on
June 22, 1852 and was addressed to D.S. Kennedy, Hewr York, The 10# 1847
was canceled with the black Hontreal "tarpget" but the stamp was not
actually tied. An illustration appeared on pase 9 of the sale catalogue.
Here wes a use in June 1852 almost a year after the 10¢ 1847 had been
demonetized. Both covers were from Montreal to New York, both had the
same type Montreal postmark, both had the stamps canceled by the
Montrcal "target" (concentric circle) and both had the red curved
"CiN/DA." In addition, the Gibson cover had a hardstamped "PAIDY in

red vhich I ascume vas applied at New York(?).

A SIMILATL COVER

ery similor to the"Gibson" cover was Lot #173 in the Casmory

sale of Jan. 16, 1956. This one had a 10¢ 18,7 tied tight by the

Montrcal "target" in black, Same type of Montreal post:ark in red with
date of "Sep 4 - 1851," same curved "Canada," and same curved "FAID."
Addressed in the same handwriting as the above described cover with the
pair of 5¢ 18,7, to Messrs. E. D. Morgan & Co., New York. The sale price
was ¢3,000,00. Here again a use of the 10¢ 1847 with recognition of
the invalidated stamp at the New York Post Office.

FO’R THE RECORD

In a sale by H. R. Harmer, Inc. on Nov., 4th, 1957, Lot {4 was a pair of
the 5¢ 18,7 on a piece of cover canceled by two black targets and by a
part of a red encircled "10.%" It is my telief that this pair was a use
from Canada, possibly Montreal, to New York and cut from a similar
cover to the above described covers. The red encircled "1l0" was of a
pre used at New York. Incidentally, this pair of the 5¢ sold at
©325.00, .

ANOTHI'R SIMILAR COVER

In a Service Issue of November lst, 1956, I described on page i'550, a
similar cover from Montreal to New York, and illustrated it by
Photograph 7272. This cover had a single 10¢ 1847 tied tight by the
same type Montreal postmark in black with date of "JY 2€ - 1851"
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(July 28). Again a use of the 10¢ after demonctization. This cover,
272, had a black Montrcal encircled "6d" canceled out by the black
Montreal "target" - indicating that the c folded letter was originally
rated as unpaid with 6d (pence), or 10¢, due at New York tut later this
was overstruck by the target cancel. This was addressed to D.S.Kemedy,
58 Vall St., New York.

AGATN THE SIEGEL SAIE OF FORTY-SLVENS

The following are a few of the outstanding covers in that sale of Oct.
31, 3957

5¢ 1847 tied by the Binghamton Herringbone in red, sold at 5600 - Lot ;8.
In the Meroni sale by Fex, 11/13/52, this uvas Lot ;1225 and sold at

sd '

%320,00. :

5¢ 1847 tied by bright red East Bennington, Vi. postmark ~ A show piece -
Lot {23 - sold at 5775.00. In the Lehman sale by Fox 10/28/5L this was
Lot 54 and sold at -‘_-'325.000

5¢ 1847 - H,P,, Lot /137 - Huntsville, Ala, Canceled¢ by the/red star
sold st VBSO 00. i .

C 5¢ 1847 - Block of four -~ Lot 160 - New York to Montreal. Sold at
1 £1,250,00. In the VWest sale (1943) this was Lot , 261 - sold at 380,00,

t

£

10¢ 1851 - tied by Chlca!r-o nmo" in cog cancel - Lot ;177 = sold

v $1,300,00, A show piece, f,

10¢ 18,7 - tied to a cover from Cincinnati by "PAID" - Lot 7200 - sold
t 625,00, This stamp was described as, "huge margins,"

]

10¢ 1847 - tied by blue 10 in scalloped circle to cover from Hashville,
Tenn, Lot #207 - sold at {'900.00, The next Lot ;208 was also a cover
from Nashville, Tenn. with a 10¢ '47 tied by a blue grid. Sale price
$340,00, Thus the diffcrence in price between a blue rrid and a
scalloped circled 10 was $560.00, Somethin:' to think about.

10¢ 1847 - H.S, of four. The celebrated Yaukegan cover - Lot ; 7232 -

. 577000005 ; - Knapp saTe (5/10/L1) as Lot /2308
and sold at 2,175.00, I always thought that this cover was way over-
rated because of the heavy cancelation,

§§ = 10¢ - on cover - "Vermt & Massts R.R," = Lot 233 - sold at
$1,550,00, This was Lot ¢ 8¢ in the ‘.’aterhou.;e sale, London, 6/27/55
and sold at approximztely {1,680.00.

5¢ plus 10¢ - on cover to France. lot 234 - sold at $£900.00.

3
wy

5¢ plus 10¢ - on cover to Cuba - Lot. {236 - sold at $£600,00. B
5¢ 1847 - tied by "Steamer 5" in oval Iot ,/237 - sold at \,p82§ 00, I
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illustrated thi
S cover b mﬂ "
Nov. 1, 195, y photograph #178 in the Service Issue of

5¢ 1847 = ti .

"STLAHBOﬁTEleétﬁwi§giEngi§f Cn face is the rare circulariﬁarking

”&—_Nom-:{:h : = wi : arge =2!' in center in blue - postmarked in blue

N T g e e b i R o was
ibson sa 1 - oille: ARAS

un 3 the Naront sele (% e E zgh) and sold at 5155»00o It apgain came

§137.50.  This 3 ox - 11/13/52) as Lot #1236 and sold at

©l37.50. 15 1s the only record that I have of an 1847 cov

with this rare "Steamboat 5" marking. S

%ﬁtlﬁgz -~ tied by tfe blue boxed "Troy & New York Steamboat.™
'239 ~ sold at $1,650,00, This cover sold in the Lehnan sale by
Fax 10/28/54 at £700,00,

; - 710 ’._ l - tied by Cil"c’ular ne . .
T*ji-inz ‘Stcamshdp! , i
zssgnggﬁgggfﬁfgf;ew York). camship" with large "10" in center

Lot {249 and sold to order at £775.00. Thi
) : t 2775.00, ic same cover
¥as Lot 24 in the Gibson sale 6/1L/1L, by Vard when it sold ot £130.00.
mE? s?amfhgai pen cggcelatlon removed but no mention of this fact was
ade in wo catalopgue descriptions, 4y photo ' -vi
shows the penmarks, g v preph by whemvieict

104 18.7 - tied by the very rare truncated prid in pale red of the
"HUDSUN RIV. MAILM to Canada. Lot 7250 -~ sold at 775,00, In my
opimion this is an exceptionally rare cover. oSee uService Issue" of

Sept i 1’ 18570

5¢ 1847 - tied by red cirecular "EQ}:J_SAT'L EC RAILFCADY with large ngn

in center. Truly a show plece. Lot 257 - sold at -+1,000.00, )
Lot 258 had a 5¢ tied by the red six-bar square grid of the "Housatonic
Railroad" with that postmark on face. Sale price 750,00.

Lot 259 was a similer cover to Lot 7258 with a 5¢ not as fine.

Sale price 4500,C0,

_5¢ 18,7 - tied by red ¢rid from Savannah, Ga. to France. Lot 4285 -
sold at ..850,00.

i | "‘ - ;7 Orleans
Lot 291 consisted of two covers tQ Blackburn, Inglond, frEm New o
One had a mair of 5¢ 1847, the other a 10¢. Sale price $2,200,00,

blue postmrk “g;;m;gggpn &

3 ver
10¢ 18L7 — tied by blue "1O" to cover, 5825, 00,

Raleigh Railroad - May 5." Lot jog2 - sold at
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