
Selected Precancels - Banknote Postage Dues 

Tt1o Prec:imcol Stamp Society, defines a precancel as a stamp that has been canceled 
before being affixed to mall The pradlc:e began almost as e~y as sJamps were printed and 
ll1e nrsl pcslage dues were no exc::aptlon 

For U,e most part, precanc::als were used In thB larger towns and cities but some such as 
Philadelphia, Boston, and New Orleans chose nol to use tnem 

The objective Is to display seJeeted lesser known precancels end selected precancels ftom 
some of !he major cities which used them. 

Selections 
Provisional 

Lesser Known 
Miscellaneous 

Punch 
Baltimore 
St Louis 
Chicago 

New York 

Shown below, as an example of the most common 
precancel design used, 1s a stenciled honzontal bar 

on a strip of five. Mlnneapolfs MN used tho bar 
precancel for a short period of time before accepting 

U,e simple penlfne precancel. 
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......... 
THOS. JAOKSON, 

Fnl't.iit C'l ty :Sunwrll'l', 
PORTLAND, ME. 

Denver began using 
precancels abour 

1ea2 and continued 
throughout the 

banknote period, but 
they used penllnes 
The ell8mple on the 
nght Is of the tittle 
known brushstroke 
prncanoels used on 

!he mid 1880's 

Lesser Known Precancels 

Denver CO - Portland ME 

llf4t <l. 

I ? 

7 ...... 

PorUand had a 
precanoelprogram 
from 1886 to 1894 

lnrt1alty Iha PO 
used a crude 

group of small 
squares whlcti 
latElf developed 
lnlo a group of 

small8' squares. 
To the lefl Is one 

o( the earlier 
examples . 
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Provisional Precancels 

Hooper defined a prov11i00al precancel as any precanoellahon 
by any device which could also be used for postcancellation. 

Philadelphia dfd not have a 
pi eca IC8l pogi am but 
oc:casionally they would use 
iwallable handstamps as In the 
example to the rlghl with a 
3rd/4th dass double oval 

. 
> 
• 

T 
The cover to the left 1san 
example of a city which 

had a precancel program 
from 1883 to 1888 but 
used a postmark es a 

provislonal 
precancellalion. 



Selected Precancels - Banknote Postage Dues 

Miscellaneous and Unknown 

st Paul Bars 

Cleveland Brush Stroke Omaha Bars 

Rochester Bars 

Akron Local Type Unknown 

The qty of use of m1111y precancels are difficult to identify unless on cover. 
However, in some cases jhe qty of use Is ldenlifiabe es in lhe above examples. 
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3mm01rcle 

Punch Precancels 

Not mucn Is knovm about pooch Pfecan&ls, as very 
f11W are found on cover end there 819 not many off 

cover examples avellabla 

Binghamton NY Star Punch Precancel 

Vanous of Unknown Origin 

4mm Circle 

Baltimore MD Heart Punch 

H Punch 
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Baltim0re Corner Cancels 

After a short experfmerit with puncti cancels. tile Baltimore Post Offica began use of a quarter 
cork style cancel applied at tl1e intersecllon of foL!f stamps. Baltimore PO used this style 
precancel unlll at least 1886. 

STElVENSON & SLINGLUFF, 

329 W. Baltimore Street, 

BALTIMORE, MD. 

A pajr of dues showing the corner cancels used in Baltiman~ 



.. J 
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St Louis Precancels 

3 Bar (Honzontal and Vertical) 

Thia precancel was used from 1882 lO 1892 NCI only are all postage due colors 
found, but there are many variatlons in onentsuoo and multiple lmp<essiaos 

' 

This precancel was used from 1893 to 1898, 



•• 
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Chicago Precancels - CPO 

It 1s unknown when lhls pn!C8l 1Cel was 
used, but probably pnor to the use of 
purple Ink cancels This 1s Oflll of two 

known 

...... ~ 
(.@.1 ....... 

By June of 1880 lhe Chicago PO began a Jang - ol diffanlnt precancels used solely on 
postage due stamps. Their intbaJ ptecancel IS knoM'I as the Chicago Peal or lhe Chicago CPO 
precancel The Chicago postal elem were not CBl'8fuJ regarding apPliCaUon or precancels, so 
all orientations are equally as likely 10 be found. 

- Lener sent from England -· • in August 18aQ A double --~ reta letter short paid 4 

(' <10', tt 
cent& The UPU required 

//I/, 
double payment for short 

"{ l paid mail, ttius 8 cents 
due The Chicago postal 

-.!.. () I ( '-
clllfk applied a 3 cents 

,) , and 5 cents postage due 

curqc Ct ) precanceled With the 
{-- /. ' CPO cancel, 

{ 
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Chicago Precancels - Double Oval "C" 

Purple 

Chicago CieO<s continued lhe use ol purple ink wllh the new precancel, ''C" In double oval This 
colof tnk was used from March 1881 to June 1881. 

By the end of June 1881, Chlc;ago changed ink color to black. This color Ink was used ror 
the dLr.lllon of th Ts precancel, unlll September 1882. 

The cietl<s In Ctilcago were not very careftil when II came lo applying the roller lo a pane 
of stamps. Thus 11 ls1us1 as 11kely to find vertical or Inverted orJentaUons of precancels. 

Black 



Selected Precancels - Banknote Postage Dues 

Chicago Precancels - Large "C" 

The large "C" precancel was used from OQ 1882 IO Jan 1883. This Is a ra1he< 
scarce precancel beea• rse or 1111111ac1 ~ 

( ~ r 

( 

Malled 1n Jan 1883 and upon 
nondelivery was advertised. This 
cover Is the latest known use or 

this rare precancel 

/ 
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Chicago - 3 Bar 

This precancel Is known used from 10 May 1883 to 22Dec1888 lri both vertlcal and 
horizorual orfan1ations 

Ad\/eruseo letter w11n a previously unreported diagonal 3 bar precancel 

, . 
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Chicago - Wavy Lines 

Narrow Spacing 

Not mud! IS known 8DOU1 this precancel but from my expenence and the colors 
dlsplayed t was probab4y used contemporaneously with the 3 bar precancel 

The las1 known use was Dec 1889 

.. ~ 

' 
, 

·~ 
• lt 

. 
' 

·~ ., 
. .:. ;.--

1 

-

Wide Spacing 

Based on research done by aa- and P1sVcleW!cz. 1t is known 
this p;liCCll IC8I was used tram 1887 10 1892_ 
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New York Pearl - Black 

Followrrig the Postal Act or March 1879, New York City post office began using 
precancellallons, as early as July. By 1 Aug they began use of the iconic pearl 

cancel. Jnltlally they used black rnk which was used until late September or eany 
Ociobar 1879 when the color was Changed to blue and that color was used for 

··:•••· .. :"*!- ·~ • • '.. .: ••••••• 

.t-../vtl. 

1 

the next eight years_ 

Due:J 

• 

• 

September 1879 Black Peart 

. J 
,. 

, 
• 
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New York Pearls - Blue 

Sent from England to New York in 1883, short paid 
3 cents, paid with a pair of 3 cents blue 

New York Pearls precancels. 
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New York Pearls - Orientation Varieties 

Unllke bar canoellatlon devfces, lhe New York Pean device was a roller whlcll 
allowed "normal" and "Inverted" displays in portralL In additional to these usual 
orfentaUons, the clerks would turn a sheet to landscape and after applying the 

cancellation Iha result would be vertlcal orientations, both "Up" arid "<town". 

But as is sometimes the case the roller would be underlnked and the Clerk would 
reapply the roller, resulllng In double impressions. 

Black 
Vertical 

Inverted 

Pdntilg lip 

Double Impressions 

Blue 
Vertical 

Black Blue 
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.... 
•• 

tl 
•• •••• 

Unique 
Diagonal 

New York Pearls - Orientation Varieties 

....... 
:'~\ • • ... l . ..... 

...... 
... ~ ... . ' • • • • •, .. ........ 

• ••• •• 

i. * ' • ••• 
• •• 

l'J. 
\l1 . ... 

Unique cancellations oriented left and rlghl 

Skidded Cancel UnTque double Impression 
oriented righl and down 
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